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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 
place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 
And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. Today’s topic revolves around Local Diversity. 
 

Would you be comfortable being vocal in your religious beliefs…even in the workplace? This is 

an idea that many Americans are struggling with today. Our reporter Ansley Robertson 

introduces us to one local business owner who brings her Christian values to work every day… 

behind home plate. 

 

FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Ansley: 

Family and faith in God. These are two things that many Americans say are losing 

influence in everyday life. But, these are the things that local business owner Vicki Shanahan has 

carried with her throughout her journey. Vicki and her husband, Bill Shanahan, have brought 

these values to all of their business ventures.  

 

((Nats Full/0:30 “Hey Mr. Shanahan, what are you doing? You’re distracting me! I love the 

TV, don’t I? I love doing TV interviews, don’t I?”)) 

 

Ansley: 

From her start in retail to marrying into a baseball family, Shanahan found that her 

passion for community and God could shine really through. Now she is the co-owner of the 

Lexington County Blowfish, a summer league baseball team located right here in the midlands.  

 

Vicki: 

Well, I grew up with two brothers who played baseball, so I got drug to all of their 

games. And that was sometimes good, but most of the time bad because I didn’t like it then. But 

I married Bill, and probably within one year he was in Triple-A baseball. 

 

 

Ansley: 

According to the Pew Research center, half of the American public views religion as a 

way to bring people together, something that Shanahan has seen first-hand.   

 

Vicki: 

It’s like anything you do in life. You learn that there’s the great things, the hard things, 

the good things, the best things and the better things, so we have just kind of experienced that 

through the years. It has actually grown us well into the point where when we were ready to buy 

our own teams, I felt like we were really well equipped to be able to see all branches in life. Not 



just see it as a business, but being able to see the fundamentals of reaching out to individuals and 

communities. 

 

Ansley: 

Through life’s changes and challenges, she was able to lean into her faith in God.  

 

Vicki: 

I am a devout, believing Christian and I believe that we have to trust that God has every 

day planned. So, I ask for his grace to take one day at a time, not that it is always easy, but he is 

always there to help us and sustain us. And the outlook is, I am always giving thanks to the 

things that I have walked through, all the blessings that I see from him and all the things that are 

yet to come that we don’t even know about. So, I am really trusting and not worrying because I 

know we are blessed and we are very thankful. 

 

Ansley: 

Another life change came when the family decided to sell their minor league team. 

Shanahan credits her ability to stay motivated through the toughest times to her trust in God. And 

although being successful on the diamond is important, nothing is more fulfilling than being able 

to give back to the community. 

 

Vicki: 

We have had some great challenges, but we have so enjoyed the victory and seeing these 

challenges, as we have preserved, have been fulfilled in great ways, many ways, whether it’s a 

child getting support that’s having medical issues, so we try to dip in there and help the families 

and give to the families and support the families. Those kinds of victories are great. Of course, 

the wins on the field are great and we will always take those. 

 

Ansley: 

When asked about her plans for the future, she sits up straighter and smiles.  

 

Vicki: 

And of course, we are grandparents! So, there are seven grandkids and more on the way 

before too long. We are really enjoying this part of our life, and being grandparents and watching 

our kids grow as parents. We continue to move forward in faith and thank God for every blessing 

He gives us. One day at a time. 

 

Ansley: 

No matter what comes next, she remains passionate about giving young people the tools 

to continue to grow, both personally and professionally. 

 

Vicki: 

Have goals and have challenges for yourself, but don’t have so many expectations that 

you are pressuring yourself. Just, whatever you do, you come in and you make sure that you 

understand the job and responsibilities and continue to move forward. Learn your job and try to 

enjoy it, even the things that are harder that you don’t like. And those are things that we try to 

instill. 



 

Ansley: 

Shanahan encourages young people to stay rooted in their values and make lemonade? 

 

Vicki: 

When life gives you lemons, you make lemonade, time is going really fast, so make the 

most and the best. When you get those sour lemons, you just squeeze them and make some 

lemonade. Just to persevere and never give up. 

 

Ansley: 

For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Ansley Robertson.  

 
Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media GroupS.  
For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 
www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 
www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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