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Hello Listeners.  Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 
place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 
And all it takes is about five minutes of your time.  Today’s topic revolves around Local 
Elections and Government. 
 
Columbia celebrates National Bike Month every May with fun events to encourage cycling in the 
city. But some cyclists feel that city government and its leaders are not putting in enough effort 
to make Columbia totally bike-friendly. 
 
In a state that ranks 46th in bike safety, building new bike lanes is not only a matter of quality of 
life, but also survival. 
 
In today’s edition of Columbia Chronicles, reporter Hayden Blakeney sits down with a major 
figure in the Columbia cycling community to discuss the situation. 
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HAYDEN:  I’m sitting here with John Green. He is the owner of Cycle Center, which is a bike 
shop in the heart of Five Points in Columbia. So John, can you tell us how long you have been 
involved in cycling in Columbia? 
 
JOHN GREEN:  Well, I came to USC in 1984, and so I had a bike then and I was riding 
around. Um, so I guess that would be the start of cycling in Columbia. I’ve, uh, when I 
graduated, I came back after about a year, and bought into the Cycle Center, so I’ve been the 
owner for about 28 years. 
 
HAYDEN:  What can you tell us about, like, the Walk Bike Initiative in Columbia? 
 
JOHN GREEN:  Yeah. So we’re, we’re basically trying to implement, uh, a plan that’s national. 
And so, working with BPAC and City of Columbia and the city planners, city council and the 
mayor in order to help get Columbia a more level field with some of the other cities that are 
more progressive.  
 
HAYDEN:  How would you describe, sort of, the cycling ecosystem in Columbia? 
 



JOHN GREEN:  Uh, it’s better than it was even five years ago. USC’s been progressive in, um, 
getting greenways put in. The Columbia’s working on it. They had a plan that was going to get a 
road diet for Calhoun Street and get bike lanes put in, but, uh, that’s on hold right now. 
 
HAYDEN:  So you mentioned there were, it seems like there are a few holdups with bike lanes 
in Columbia. Can you maybe tell us, like, maybe why that is or some of the hurdles that need to 
be overcome? 
 
JOHN GREEN:  Well, the initial plan was that we were going to knock on all the doors and let 
everyone know and get all the right-of-way and easements and I think what it is right now is that, 
uh, we were approved for a hundred and, uh, hundred and twenty dollar- thousand dollars in 
order to get all the road markings on. I think City Council, instead of doing a shaving-and-
painting plan for the roads, which would be inside of the budget, they are trying to hold out until 
the roads are painted. We can’t paint the roads, you know, repave the roads and have them 
painted at that point because now you’re into the millions and millions of dollars. The roads are 
in good shape and they don’t need it. 
 
HAYDEN:  So, I know there’s, kind of, talk about Columbia maybe being behind other cities. 
Are there any, like, major things that other cities are doing that you think Columbia really needs 
to jump on? That maybe the city could do?  
 
JOHN GREEN:  Yeah, do something! I mean, you know, do- do some more. I mean, you know, 
I think there is a lot of things that we are saying as far as the penny tax were, you know, ‘if you 
vote for this tax, we’re gonna be able to get you a lot more bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.’ 
So we voted for it, now they’re siphoning a lot of that stuff off to, uh, other sources. I think that 
every time that we try to move something, I don’t know if it’s City Council that’s blocking it or 
County Council that’s blocking some things, but we just have to really get mad as a population 
and not allow them to go back on progressive stuff. Regardless of, you know, the small 
demographic of people who don’t want some change. We just have to make the change, because 
we’re never going to catch up to cities if we don’t start somewhere. 
 
HAYDEN:  So maybe on a lighter side, if the things we want to do go forward, um, if people are 
a little more progressive, what do you think the future of cycling in Columbia looks like? 
 
JOHN GREEN:  Hopefully one third of what it’s like to ride around DC or Seattle. Some of 
these cities that are actually set up so that it’s an actual viable option. Like, it looks like it’s 
friendly to the city for riders. People from out of town, they’re like, you know, ‘I’m driving 
around and I’m just- I’m not really seeing anything.’ I’m like, ‘Well, we’re working on it, but we 
are not quite there yet.  And they’re used to, you know, cities that are- are very accessible to bike 
lanes. And it’s hurting us probably insofar as that people who are looking to move here are 
driving around and they’re just seeing that another city is gonna be, you know, a lot more 
advanced than we are. And I think that we are losing people as far as, uh, taking jobs and coming 
here to Columbia. That’s a bad thing.  
 
HAYDEN:  So in that, almost any kind of incremental change would be wonderful. 
 



JOHN GREEN:  Yeah. And I mean, you know, and part of the thing is that, you know, some 
people don’t want a bike lane because it doesn’t go anywhere. My point is that you can’t have 
interconnectivity if you don’t start somewhere. Right now, there’s really nothing other than USC, 
um, that’s viable. 
 
HAYDEN:  For more information on cycling development in Columbia, visit 
walkbikecolumbia.org. For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Hayden Blakeney. 
 
Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and USC Student Media.  
  


