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Hello Listeners.  Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 
place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 
And all it takes is about five minutes of your time.  Today’s topic revolves around International 
Relations. 
 
When American students go to college, they often have in mind the opportunity to study abroad 
for a semester. They go for cultural experiences, to broaden their horizons, and to gain 
knowledge with the outside world as their classroom.  
 
This type of study is a growing trend among students, and it’s growing fast. In 2016, more than 
325-thousand  U-S-C students studied abroad for academic credit.  That’s an increase of four 
percent over the previous year. 
 
In today’s episode of Columbia Chronicles, reporter Lexi Waites sits down with the exchange 
student advisor at the University of South Carolina.  Amidst the rumblings of construction 
nearby… Taylor Armstrong talks about what U-S-C is doing to build ITS study abroad 
programs. 
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Lexi Waites:   
 
I'm sitting here today with Taylor Armstrong and advisor for the exchange program for the 
University of South Carolina. We're here to talk about trends with exchange students across 
America as well as here at USC. So first tell me a little bit about your role in the exchange 
program on campus. 
 
Taylor Armstrong:  
 
Sure. So, I am one of four study abroad advisors in the office. We serve all of the 
outgoing students from USC that are sitting abroad. And then we also do work with our 
exchange partners. So, each of us have different geographic areas around the world that we work 
with and liaise with universities with. So, I liaise with all of our universities in the UK and 
Ireland, all of our schools in Latin America and the Caribbean and then Scandinavia areas of 
Europe. So I work with the universities mostly for sending our students out on those exchanges. 
So, I am one of four study abroad advisors in the office. We serve all of the outgoing students 
from USC that are sitting abroad. And then we also do work with our exchange partners. So each 
of us have different geographic areas around the world that we work with and liaise with 



universities with. So I liaise with all of our universities in the UK and Ireland, all of our schools 
in Latin America and the Caribbean and then Scandinavia areas of Europe. So I work  
with the universities mostly for sending our students out on those exchanges. But we do also 
coordinate and support all of our students coming in.  
 
Lexi Waites: Let's talk about some of the students coming here. I noticed that Chinese students 
involved in exchange programs in the US more than doubled the last year. Are we seeing that 
here at USC?  
 
Taylor Armstrong: I know that we have seen a growth of Chinese students here, whether they 
are international degree seeking students or our exchange students. There is a growth on campus 
and I think that that reflects in national trends as well. Yes. 
 
Lexi Waites: Why do you think that is? 
 
Taylor Armstrong: I imagine that some of it is, it might be politically driven. Um, also there's a 
cultural component that a lot of Chinese students might want to learn English.   
And one of the best ways to learn English is to come here and to, we have these programs that 
are managed through other offices within Global Carolina, here at USC that our language, um, 
driven. So English language driven programs. So I imagine that a lot of that of our international 
students stem from these English transition programs.  
 
Lexi Waites: What is the top population you would say? 
 
Taylor Armstrong: China is definitely the highest number. And then I think the next number 
that international students services has this India as the next biggest. And there's a big difference 
in the, in the numbers that they've posted recently. So China is like 700 students that they serve. 
And then the next is India and I think it's like one 41 50. So there is a big gap in, in the numbers 
but definitely goes China, India and I think Oman. 
 
Lexi Waites: What's the benefits all of these programs? What does it bring to us as a campus?  
 
Taylor Armstrong: I definitely think it serves our greater mission as to internationalizing the 
campus at USC, so are there of the students here for a semester or if they're actually getting their 
degree here at USC, they're bringing many different identities, communities here to campus to 
just diversify, to make USC more international in many aspects, which I think is really why I do 
my job. I think that the best way to learn about the world is to be able to experience in and even 
if you aren't able to go out and see it. Having students here represent and share their experiences 
as equally as wonderful way to kind of learn more about the world and everybody in it. 
 
Lexi Waites: I read the international students contribute about 42.4 billion in the US economy 
through tuition, room and board and other expenses, but they bring more than just money. How 
does this build overall a global community on campus, so you think it stems a bit more also into 
the connections that they make here on campus? 
 



Taylor Armstrong: We try, even if our students are only here for a semester to get them really 
involved on campus, so join the club, join an organization, run for your student hall government 
if you're here for long enough, and I think the smaller or the smaller communities in the more 
intimate connections that they make with individuals is really what contributes to a healthy and 
more internationalized campus. But if you're able to actually interact and learn and communicate 
with others, I think that's really where our contribute to more growth. 
 
Lexi Waites: What does that same experience do for our students when they travel abroad to 
their respective country? 
 
Taylor Armstrong: From the professional sphere, you can look at it as expanding your network. 
If you want to work internationally, you can meet your friends, parents who might work for a 
company that you could work for down the line if you want to look at it in that role. More of a 
personal way. I think that there's a lot of development and perspective that changes when you 
meet somebody that is also in college, but you notice that there's a lot of similarities that you'll 
have, but you also notice a lot of differences in. Just because it's different doesn't mean it's weird, 
doesn't mean it's bad, it's just different and I think that that really kind of opens the line a bit 
more and to be more accepting, more receptive to change, acclimating to change weren't easily a 
lot of skills that you can then transfer into professional competencies as well. 
 
Lexi Waites: If students want to learn more about these programs, how far out should they be 
planning and where can they go to learn more? 
 
Taylor Armstrong: So the first tool and probably the biggest resource that we have is our 
website. So students can apply for a study abroad program up until the semester before they 
leave. Really, you can get enough planning and everything applied and ready to go within a year. 
We're also always here in the office, so they're welcome to always stop by. 
 
Lexi Waites: For more information on the university’s study abroad program, visit 
sc.edu/studyabroad. For Columbia Chronicles, I'm Lexi Waites.  
 
 
Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community.   It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and USC Student Media.  
 


