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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 

interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 

place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 

And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. 

 

The next time you’re registering for classes, you might want to check out an elective that’s 

recently been getting some attention. The class takes what most people consider music to a new 

level. Reporter Ward Jolles has more on this crazy class that any student with an interest in funky 

sounds can take.  

 

FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT 

 

((Nats/Full :04, Performance Practice)) 

 

Ward: 

 There’s a strange sound coming from the basement of the U-S-C school of music. 

 

((Nats/Full :01, Performance Practice)) 

 

Ward: 

 Believe it or not, it is music that you’re hearing. But these sounds are experimental, a 

type of improvised music-making that tests boundaries. 

 Some students play water bottles as instruments. 

 

((Nats/Full :01, Performance Practice)) 

 

Ward: 

Others, intricately designed wooden sculptures. 

 

((Nats/Full :01, Performance Practice)) 

 

Ward: 

 All of the sounds combine into a mysterious symphony that defies traditional composition. 

The experimental music workshop is led by professor Greg Stuart, a composer in all things 

experimental music.  

 

((Nats/Full :02 Performance Practice: “Alright, So is everybody ready to just try it from 

top to bottom?)) 

 

Ward: 

 The students in this class are preparing for their big show, a performance that marks the 

culmination of the semester-long course. The practice may seem weird to many first-time 



listeners and observers, even this reporter, but not for Stuart. From his first time listening, he fell 

in love. 

 

Greg: 

It was just like this completely different universe, and it had a totally different sense of 

like priorities, for like how do we make sound, and how can that be organized and what counts as 

an instrument? 

 

Ward: 

Stuart says that in a way, experimental music opens up a whole new world.  

 

Greg: 

I really genuinely do enjoy just the act of, of, of listening and experimental music, opens 

up the possibility to listen to all different kinds of sounds. 

  

Ward: 

And while some music critics have denounced experimental music for its nonsensical, 

structureless characteristics, Stuart’s class breaks these boundaries and has performed for 

hundreds of people nationwide. 

 

Greg: 

We’ve done recording and the class went on tour a couple of years ago on the East Coast. 

We played in New York City and some other places. 

 

Ward: 

 Their performances have been hailed by many different connoisseurs, even in the New 

York Times 

 

((Nats/Full :02 Concert)) 

 

Ward: 

 Stuart and his students are also providing an opportunity for the Columbia community to 

listen in.  

 

Greg: 

The people that are coming to the concerts are, you know, not just, you know, sort of 

friends of people who are performing, but also, um, you know, the community that comes to 

those venues regularly because they want to see, uh, you know, new art. 

 

((Nats/Full :02 Crowd)) 

 

Ward: 

 Stuart says it’s not rare for more than a hundred people to turn out for one of these 

performances. This recent concert is no exception. Crowds pack into the Contemporary Art 

Studio at 701 Whaley, eagerly awaiting the big performance. 

 



((Nats/Full :01 Crowd))  

 

 ((Nats/Full: Greg Introduction: “Good evening! Good evening, welcome.”)) 

 

((Nats/Full: 02 Concert Performance)) 

 

Ward: 

 The audience may sit quietly as the 30-minute piece is performed. But when it’s over, the 

crowd goes wild. 

 

((Nats/Full :01 Applause)) 

  

Ward: 

Sitting in the front row are Greg’s wife Sarah Williams and his seven-year-old daughter.  

Greg says they occupy most of his time when he’s not music-making.  

 

((Nats/Full: 03 Daughter: No? You’ve been doing such a good time at home!)) 

 

Ward: 

 Not only are they his biggest support system but Stuart says his family inspires him to 

keep creating new sounds in the future. 

Do you see yourself doing this for the rest of your life? Making music?  

 

Greg: 

Oh, absolutely. Yeah. I mean, it's like, I, um, I can't really think of myself, uh, in another 

way. Like I love making sound. I love listening to sound. 

 

Ward: 

Even when those sounds don’t sound so sweet. 

 

 ((Nats/Full: 02 Concert)) 

 

Ward: 

For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Ward Jolles.  

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media Group.  
For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 
www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 
www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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