
Board of Student Publications and Communications 

August Review Meeting 

August 26, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Anna Edwards called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: 

Matthew Durant (voting student member) 

Caroline Favret (voting student member) 

Debra Rae Cohen (voting faculty member) 

Carleen Maur (voting faculty member) 

 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 

Anna Edwards, Secretary 

Britt Hogg (faculty advisor) 

Michelle Laroche (faculty advisor)  

 

Guests and Staff Present: 

Sarah Scarborough, Director of Student Media 

Caden Askew (student) 

Hannah O’Toole (student) 

Ambra Hiott (Leadership and Service Center Director) 

 

Not Present: 

Nina Brooks (voting faculty member) 

Scott Farrand (faculty advisor) 

 

Welcomed all members and guests to the Board of Publications. Anna Edwards gave overview of Board of 

Student Publications purpose and operations.  New and returning members were invited to read the Bylaws 

that were attached to the Teams page for review.  

 

Matt Durant proposed that student leaders be invited as guests to some meetings.  Group agreed that could 

be a possibility for the August and January Review meetings, since no voting is occurring at those meetings. 

 

Guest Ambra Hiott (Director of Leadership and Service Center) gave an overview of the new student 

organization policy Staf310 and the impact on student media organizations. Worked for nearly 3 years to 

update policy. Now student organizations are defined as either Associated Student Organizations (ASOs) or 

Registered Student Organizations (RSOs).  Associated Student Organizations are student organizations that 

the university has delegated certain limited authority to perform specific tasks aligned with the University’s 

mission. Slides from the presentation are attached to the minutes.  

 

Sarah Scarborough spoke about navigating possible campus closure, and the spring campus closure.  The 

most impact was felt at WUSC and SGTV, as they were limited to in their ability to do remote broadcasting 

and reporting.  Garnet and Black was not able to print their final issue for 2019-2020 and published that issue 

digitally.  The Daily Gamecock continued and went digital in April. The Daily Gamecock is not printing a 

http://www.sc.edu/policies/ppm/staf310.pdf


weekly issue and is focusing on digital content delivery.  Their Monday print issue was replaced by an email 

sent to all students, increasing subscribers from 3,500 to 36,142 with a 48% open rate.  There are two print 

copies of DG coming up in August and October planned. Garnet and Black may be out in October in print or 

online.  Ongoing strategies and planning for what may happen if we need to close again.  

 

Carolina Yearbook update: new leadership at CY spoke to Sarah Scarborough and Anna Edwards over the 

summer to see reasoning of not being recognized by the Board of Student Publications as one of the student 

media organizations. New student organization policy should help any possible disconnects in the future.  

 

Sarah Scarborough presented the new adjusted budgets for Student Media.  Overall, there was a 24% 

reduction, with a number of reductions being made around printing and technology. Any future campus 

closures will impact revenue projections, which will require other reductions to be made. Board approved 

adjusted budget for FY21.  

 

A motion was made to go into Executive Session to discuss letter from student media leaders.  Debra Rae 

Cohen motioned to continue.  Matt Durant seconded. Motion passed.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:44 

 

Guests, Caden Askew, and Hannah O’Toole left the meeting.  

 

Meeting Continued in Executive Session at 1:45 p.m. 

 

Board reviewed content of letter from Student Media leaders which addressed inconsistencies in the student 

board member selection process.  Debra Rae Cohen presented two questions for discussion: 

1) Should the Student Body President be empowered to designated students in SG to the Board of 

Publications that oversees Student Media? Could be a conflict of interest.   

2)  If not, then who does?   

 

Discussion from group about boards/university committees where students are appointed by the Student 

Body president. Board members requested details on the process by which students are selected to ensure 

that invitation includes a broad interest of students. Faculty are chosen by having a background or interest in 

Student Media but students are chosen by SG.  Board discussed reviewing the application process and seeing 

that historically it has been more involved than it was this year.  Past processes were not conveyed to new 

leadership. All agreed that having a more diverse group would be better for the board.  Group agreed to 

review the Bylaws to update in the future.  A response to the letter is being drafted.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 2:08 p.m. 

 


