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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 

interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 

place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 

And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. 

 

Depending on who you talk to, people can have very different ideas about Five Points. For some, 

it is the retail shops where they will be getting last minute gifts. For others, it’s the growing bar 

scene, or maybe even parking. But as Sarah Supan explains, for some Columbia natives, it is a 

walk down memory lane. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Steve: 

Cheryl and I went to Dreher High School together and Hand Junior High school together. 

She went to Kilburn Elementary and I went to Rosewood Elementary. We never dated until we 

were 58 years old… laughs” 

 

Sarah: 

Steve and Cheryl Coker were born in the 50s, grew up in Columbia, and have witnessed 

Five Points change before their very eyes.  

 

((Nats Full: 0:04 People talking and cars going by)) 

 

Sarah: 

Sitting outside Drip Coffee Shop in the heart of Five Points, the couple reminisce about  

their childhood here.  Steve pulls out photos he’s printed, showing the shopping district in the 

50s and 60s, with stores like Piggly Wiggly, an ice cream parlor, quite a few gas stations and 

mom and pop shops. The streets back then were crowded with Chevy Bel-Airs, Studebaker 

Champions and Hudson Hornets, all on their way to the new Sears department store. They 

especially remember their weekends. 

 

Cheryl: 

On Sundays when we’d go see our grandmother and grandfather. Then, we’d come back 

through Five Points and stop at the ice cream store. 

 

Steve: 

Well one of my earliest memories of Five Points was when we were in grammar school 

they sold coupon books for the Saturday matinee in the summertime so every Saturday we would 

have a cowboy movie. 

 

Sarah: 



 

 

That movie theater was on Harden in-between Blossom and Devine. Today, it is just as 

popular, but for different reasons. It’s now Cotton Gin, a popular bar, and it represents a little 

piece of how much this place has changed. With the expansion of the University of South 

Carolina West, students were even closer to Five Points than before. Five Points had to adapt and 

change with the not so new demographic that was beginning to infiltrate the area. 

 

Sarah: 

Dr. Lydia Brandt is an historian and professor at the University of South Carolina and has 

been studying Five Points for years. In fact, she nominated Five Points in the National Register 

of Historic Places. To do so, she had to study the entire history of Five Points. Brandt says the 

60s and 70s were a big time of change and brought in a new element. 

 

Lydia: 

The student element and students have always been part of Five Points and a part of the 

audience served in Five Points. But, they really kind of takeover in the 60s.”  

 

Sarah: 

Steve and Cheryl saw it too. Shops that sold flower child clothing, water beds and even a 

disco. Over the past 60 years the shift led towards larger college student crowds, late night 

drinking, some trouble, and sometimes tragedy. Even still, like many natives, Steve grew up and 

moved out of town, but he came back often to visit his family.  Eventually, he came back and 

reconnected with the new Columbia. He and Cheryl got married years later and now, they come 

down to Five Points for dinner once a week. 

 

Steve: 

Well for me it mostly feels the same. Five Points is different, but it feels the same. You 

can still walk around, you can still see buildings that look very similar to what it used to be. The 

things in those buildings have changed, but you know that always changes; that’s going to 

always change. 

 

Sarah: 

But for the Coker’s, the more it changes, the more it stays the same. 

 

Cheryl: 

The fact that enough has remained the same that it still reminds me of [voice break] the 

past. 

 

Sarah: 

A past that holds precious memories, just like the old photos in their hands. 

For Carolina Chronicles, I’m Sarah Supan. 

 

((Nats Full: 0:05 50’s Music)) 

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 

Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 

Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media Group.  



 

 

For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 

www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 

www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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