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INTRO: 
 
Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 
place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 
And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. Today’s topic revolves around Economics and 
their effects on citizens. 
 
When it comes to sports news, one of the biggest stories of this year’s legislative session was the 
decision to give the Carolina Panthers $115 million dollars in tax breaks.  The tax breaks were 
designed to lure the Charlotte-based N-F-L team to Rock Hill… where the team’s new owner 
hopes to build a new practice facility … and create a truly cross-border fan base. 
 
The plan is not without its detractors… who liken the tax breaks to corporate welfare. 
 
In this edition of Columbia Chronicles, reporter Mary Kate Mackie sits down with Jeff Griffith, 
an attorney who specializes in corporate moves and incentives, to get his take on the decision 
and its potential benefits to the Palmetto State. 
 
 

FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT 
 
 
MARY KATE: I am sitting here with Jeff Griffith who is an attorney at Austin and Rogers. Can 
you tell us a little bit about your background.  
 
JEFF GRIFFITH: Yes I am. As you said I'm an attorney with Alston and Rogers law of 
counsel at that firm and is part of my practice. I have worked with corporations on moving in 
South Carolina and getting corporate incentives to move South Carolina.  
I was not directly involved in the Panthers moved South Carolina but followed it as you might 
imagine with the with great interest and so I am a proponent of moving to South Carolina and a 
proponent of using the credit to do so but is not without its detractors.  
 
MARY KATE:  OK so tell us a little bit about the bill. What exactly is in it and what do you 
think it will mean for the state of South Carolina.  
 
JEFF GRIFFITH:  Bill pretty straightforward. It's a bill that's designed to provide incentives to 
the Panthers and the corporate tax incentives are not an unusual method of attracting industry to 
South Carolina. The catch here was is that the tax incentives were not designed particularly for a 
professional athletic team. And the the the incentives had to be statutes had to be amended in 
order to make them apply to a professional sports teams like the Panthers. And so it was and it 



was as anybody that filed an ad in the paper knows somewhat controversial Clinton not in the 
house but more so. And what the bill does is it gives the Panthers nonrefundable tax credits and 
the tax credits work so that there hasn't been money spent in South Carolina and taxes imposed 
in order to use the tax credits. So while it's a bit of a gamble for the state there's really no chips 
on the table until the Panthers do something in South Carolina that generates taxes so the tax 
credits can be used against the taxes imposed in South Carolina. So it's really not a huge gamble 
for the state but it does incentivize the Panthers to come. I think it's a very good deal for South 
Carolina. Goals it will bring a large facility to Rock Hill which is of course going to feel the 
impact from Charlotte going south anyway. And it gives the folks in Rock Hill an opportunity to 
grow in an orderly fashion. It gives them some name recognition around the country with the 
with the added benefit of the Panthers being there and it gives the opportunity for some of the 
Panthers to move down and closer to the facility so that they become wrestlers and they become 
attached as well. This facility is anything like they anticipate it will be like the Dallas Cowboys 
facility. The the facility will not just be a field on an indoor field where the Panthers will practice 
but it will be. There is a proposed medical facility to go along with it. There is a potential for 
quotes around it and all the retractions that Mr. Tepper the owner of the Panthers have said that 
he is going to bring. So I think all in all there will be a good benefit to the economy and 
particularly in Rock Hill and in your county.  
 
But in the surrounding counties and to the state generally do you see the politics and this is going 
to be an issue. I know there was criticism regarding the bill. How do you react to this. Do you 
think there will be any negative impacts on the state because of this. I don't think that there is a 
real.  
 
Possibility of negative impact on the state because the tax credits aren't used unless there is 
taxable income generated or the burden for property taxes or income taxes or corporate taxes. So 
until the Panthers actually do something the money does not that the tax credits can't be used. So 
there is a guarantee that the Panthers come and do something and it's not like they get all of the 
tax credits that watch the tax credits are applied against the income that would be taxable. And so 
until they're taxable income there's no there's no loss to the state tax revenue.  
There was as you said some political controversy around it but I think that the political 
controversy. It was fascinating because you had a freshman senator from Richland County really 
run and run in the and pamper sediment which was.  
 
Really really got out of hand it seemed a little like regionalism. Richland County looking up and 
seeing in Rock Hill getting something that they weren't getting. And so the political controversy 
kind of blew up. But if you look at the vote you will find that even though a Democrat was 
running the opposition that most of the Democrats voted for it. So there's there was kind of a flip 
flop there with the with the majority of the Democrats voting for it.  
 
They're more of a split along the Republican lines who are saying that there was a giveaway 
going on for the Panthers which again I don't think you can call this a giveaway.  
 
 This is this is an incentive for big business to come. 
 
MARY KATE: OK Jeff Well thank you so much for your time. I think that is all.  



JEFF: Thank you very much for the update.  
 
Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and USC Student Media.   


