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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 
place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 
And all it takes is about five minutes of your time.  Today’s topic revolves Health and Public 
Safety in the Midlands. 

It’s no secret that Columbia’s Five Points has two distinctly different faces – a quaint community 
village by day… and often a troubled, alcohol fueled environment by night.  In the Spring of 
2019, the nation’s attention turned to Columbia after police say U-S-C Senior Samantha 
Josephson was murdered after she accidentally got into the wrong car.    

According to the State Newspaper, over the summer, four bars shut down or chose to close… for 
failure to meet licensing requirements regarding the sale of alcohol.  

After years of disturbing events, many neighbors, parents and students wonder whether Five 
Points is safe. 

In today’s edition of Columbia Chronicles, reporter Reynolds Robinson takes us inside the Five 
Points Association office to meet the new Association Executive, Kelsey Desender, and talk with 
2-year Executive Assistant, Hope Roberts about the often-overlooked positive and healthy 
atmosphere found in Five Points. 
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Reynolds:  I’m here with Hope Roberts, Executive Assistant at the Five Points Association. First 
question for you Hope, can you tell me a little bit about the Five Points Association?  
 
Hope: Yeah, so, the five points association is a non-profit organization um and our principal task 
is just ensuring that five points um stays a historic part of Columbia, and an integral part of 
Columbia where people can come and shop and eat and drink. Um, the history of Five Points is 
so big, um, so the association just wants to make sure that Columbia always appreciates it. So, 
whether that’s from beautification projects, um, public art going on, you know, bringing business 
locally in here, um, just so Columbia can really appreciate it. And then also, you know, hosting 
events, that brings people outside of Columbia—to Columbia and they can really appreciate, um, 
and then the association always also focuses on merchants. Um, so not every merchant in Five 
Points is an association member, but they have the option to be. Um, so just making sure the 
community stays, you know, happy, and the neighborhood surrounding is happy and, um, people 
can really appreciate five points for what it is. 



Reynolds:  Great, I know Kelsey told me about some of the changes business owners come in 
here and suggest, um, could you speak on that? Like what kind of changes do these business 
owners want to see happen in the community?  

Hope:  Yeah, so there’s obviously such a variety of business owners in five points we have 
retailers, we have hospitality, we have restaurants, bars, services, um, so there’s a huge variety of 
demographic in the area so you kind of hear a little bit of everything from different, um, 
merchant owners but just all-in-all kind of just what the association stands for, everyone wants 
their district to stand for something and so I think the majority of what business owners want to 
see are people coming down here and enjoying their time here and enjoying their experience so 
like I said, um, bringing people outside of Columbia here but then also focusing on Columbians 
that come here, um, I think that’s really what business owners want to see is the area succeed and 
be happy.  

Reynolds:  Great, great. So you guys spoke on um just as far as public perception the bars kind 
of overshadowing other things that are positive in the community that go unnoticed, um, could 
you speak on some of those things?  

Hope:  Sure, so everything is perception. Um, and so there is that perception that bars do 
overshadow, um, some of the positive things like the beautification projects that happen, the 
public art like I touched on a little bit earlier. So I think the main thing to be able to help and 
work on that is noticing the positive things and I think you touched on that a little bit Kelsey. Um 
we just put a new piece of public art on Saluda Avenue called the Hubble, and people focusing 
on stuff like that opposed to the negative things, you know, you hear… one bad thing could and 
100 good things are gonna happen and you would hear the one bad thing and just have that 
perception of the area. Um, so just really focusing on the good things that are happening and, 
um, pointing it out in press and social media and really standing for that so people can see what’s 
going on because not a lot of people do. Um, and like you touched on too with St. Pats, um, we 
donate over, I want to say it was over $40,000 this past year to charities and non-profits around 
the area. So, we’re really proud of stuff like that we want people to notice us for the charities 
we’re donating to and the good things that we’re doing in the community. Um, five points is its 
own district but we want to make sure Columbia as a whole is appreciated as well.  

Reynolds:  If you want to find out more about ongoing and upcoming projects in Five Points, 
you can visit the Five Points Association’s website at www.fivepointscolumbia.com.  

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and USC Student Media.  


