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in the Supreme Court?
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Licensed to wed? DOMA, Prop 8 stir debate surrounding marriage equality

Michael Papich
Senior Reporter

he Supreme Court captured the
attention of the Elon Universi-
ty community last month as it
heard arguments about marital rights of
LGBTQ-identified Americans, an issue
that has elicited both activism and criti-
cism from students, faculty and alumni.
The court considered both the con-
stitutionality of the Defense of Marriage
Act (DOMA), a 1996 federal law that
awards federal benefits according to the
traditional definition of marriage, and
Proposition 8 (Prop 8), a 2008 amend-
ment to California’s state constitution
that legally recognizes marriage as a
union of one man and one woman.
During the week of March 25, when
both sets of arguments were heard, many

Elon students changed their Facebook
profile pictures to a pink equal sign to
symbolize their support for marriage
equality, and some engaged in debate
both on and offline.

While the move toward legalizing
same-sex marriage encourages some
LGBTQ_activists, others point out mar-
riage equality is not the dominant issue
for most LGBTQ_people. Senior Lauren
Clapp, an advocacy and education chair
for Spectrum, Elon’s queer-straight alli-
ance, said marriage equality is just one of
many issues LGBTQ_people face.

‘I get really frustrated by organiza-
tions like the Human Rights Campaign
who pose themselves as the leading LG-
BTQ_advocacy organization, but are in
many ways a single issue organization,”
Clapp said. “They put such a strong em-
phasis on marriage equality, which really

only benefits a select privileged few in the
LGBTQ_community.”

But Clinton Edmondson, an Elon
alumnus and California resident, said he
believes Prop 8 and other efforts to ban
same-sex marriage have encouraged ac-
tivism for LGBTQ_rights in the state.

“I think gay rights has been something
that the California public has come to ac-
cept as necessary for a long time coming,”
Edmondson said. “Prop 8 actually put the
nails in that coffin. It’s funny how that
has worked for the gay rights movement
in general. These lawmakers think they
are preventing gay marriage and marriage
inequality when in reality it’s more of a
‘don’t kick the hornet’s nest situation.”

Both DOMA and Prop 8 are con-
tentious pieces of legislation that have
generated complex debates about their
constitutionality. In the case challenging

Last month, the Supreme Court considered the marital rights of LGBTQ-identified Americans when it heard arguments regarding the federal Defense of Marriage Act

w
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and California’s Proposition 8. Both pieces of legislation have sparked considerable debate and activism within the LGBTQ community and the general public.

Prop 8, Hollingsworth v. Perry, support-
ers of the amendment argued that the
tederal court, as part of the United States’
tederalist system of government, could
not intervene and overturn a sovereign
state’s decision.

“Under the Supremacy Clause, under
Article Six of the Constitution, federal
trumps state in most things,” said Scott
Gaylord, associate professor at the Elon
University School of Law. “Certain areas
are reserved to the state, and traditionally,
family law issues are one of those things.”

Those who argued against the con-
stitutionality of Prop 8 said the measure
violated the Equal Protection Clause of
the 14th Amendment. In 2009, the Su-
preme Court of California found Prop 8
constitutional because it allows same-sex
couples to receive benefits from domes-
tic partnerships, even though they cannot
call their partnership a marriage. But a
2012 ruling by the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals and a 2010 ruling by the Dis-
trict Court of California both determined
Prop 8 unconstitutional.

“If the court says, ‘No, the federal gov-
ernment can do it and there’s a broad lib-
erty interest for individuals that trump
any interest the states might have, then
that would invalidate Proposition 8,”
Gaylord said.

In Hollingsworth v. Perry, the Supreme
Court may seem poised to decide the
constitutionality of same-sex marriage
once and for all, but the court’s ruling will
likely affect only California. It may not
affect other ballot propositions to invali-
date same-sex marriage, such as North
Carolina’s Amendment One. This is part-
ly because same-sex marriage was legal in
California before Prop 8 was passed, and
the Ninth Circuit Court made a decision
regarding whether the right to marriage
could be overturned in the state.

“The Ninth Circuit wrote a somewhat
narrow opinion in that case,” Gaylord
said. “You can invoke, possibly, Equal
Protection and Due Process provisions,
but if you interpret those only for the
procedural developments in California it-
self, then the more limited that opinion is
to California.”

While the Supreme Court could still
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rule broadly and say that marriage is a
constitutionally guaranteed right, some,
like Edmondson, do not believe this is
likely.

“As a gay man, it’s disappointing to see
because I think in the public conscience
it’s become overwhelmingly clear that
marriage inequality is a problem that
needs to be addressed,” Edmondson said.
“DOMA and Prop 8 are just that. Some-
one else’s mess. Part of the bigger mess
that is our political system where coward-
ice and conformity has built such a barrier
between common sense and lawmakers.”

Even if the people of California win
the right to have same-sex marriage back,
DOMA would still prevent those couples
from getting any of the 1,138 federal
benefits that are related to marital status,
such as federal work benefits, tax deduc-
tions and pension benefits. In United
States v. Windsor, the case that challenged
DOMA, a widow in a same-sex marriage
was not given estate tax exemptions af-
forded to heterosexual married couples,
so she argued DOMA is discriminatory.

“Arguments are being made that
DOMA survives even if states recog-
nize same-sex marriage, because at least
the part of DOMA that deals with the
federal definition of marriage for fed-
eral purposes is irrelevant to state issues,”
Gaylord said.

While the possible outcome of the
case has garnered a lot of attention and
legal scholarship, the justices may simply
decide not to make a decision. Supreme
Court cases must have the appropriate
sides being represented in each case, a
policy known as “standing.” In 2011, the
Department of Justice said it would no
longer defend DOMA in court, so the
House of Representatives selected its
own legal council to defend DOMA.

According to Gaylord, the court could
say the executive branch needs to be the
one defending DOMA because it is a
federal law. If this is the case, then the
court will make no decision on United
States v. Windsor.

Similarly, with Prop 8, the California
executive branch is not defending the
ballot proposition. The proposition’s of-
ficial proponent, ProtectMarriage.com,
is arguing the case instead. Like with
DOMA, the court may decide that they
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do not have standing in this case.

“If they lack standing, if there are not
proper parties before the court, then ev-
erything would be vacated back to the
district court,” Gaylord said. “And the
district court’s decision saying that these
individuals have a right to marry would
stand, but that’s a narrow holding with
regards to California law.”

Even if the courts decide to overturn
both DOMA and Prop 8, Clapp said she
is worried that some people may interpret
the rulings to mean LGBTQ_people have
achieved full equality.

“I think that federal marriage rights
are certainly an important step,” Clapp
said. “But when I can legally be fired or
denied housing because of my sexual ori-
entation or gender identity in more than
half of the states in the U.S., it’s clear to
me that we still have a long way to go.” §

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS
For some members of the LGBTQ community, marriage equality is an issue that determines whether they are able to receive marital benefits from the government.

Supreme Court cases that
dealt with LGBTQ issues:

1986 — Bowers v. Hardwick: The court decided that a state can
make laws against homosexual conduct between consenting
individuals.

1996 — Romer v. Evans: The court overturned a constitutional
provision in Colorado that prevented anti-LGBTQ discrimination
laws.

2000 - Boy Scouts of America v. Dale: The court ruled that the
Boy Scouts had a right to bar gay men from serving as troop lead-
ers.

2003 - Lawrence v. Texas: The court reverses its 1986 decision
and makes homosexual conduct legal in the United States.
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Biosolid application in Burlington remains contested

Michael Papich
Senior Reporter

As long as there are humans, there is
going to be sewage. In Burlington, the
majority of treated sewage is applied to
farmland as a cheap replacement for fer-
tilizer. But some question the safety of
this practice.

In a recent report from the University
of North Carolina’s Gillings School of
Global Public Health, researchers inter-
viewed 34 North Carolina, South Caro-
lina and Virginia residents who said they
lived within a mile of where treated sew-
age, known as biosolids, was applied to
farmland. Residents complained about
the odor after its application and report-
ed suffering from eye and throat irritation
as well as nausea and diarrhea. Residents
with chronic conditions such as asthma
or a weakened immune system said they
stayed inside after biosolid application
had taken place.

“Odor by itself doesn’t cause a health
risk, but if youre smelling something,
youre being exposed to other materials
that are in that application,” said Janet
MacFall, an associate professor of envi-
ronmental studies and biology at Elon
University with a primary research focus

on soil ecology.

But Eric Davis, Burlington’s water
and sewage operations manager, pointed
out that the study did not have a control
group without exposure to biosolid appli-
cation. Davis said he did not see evidence
in the report indicating the symptoms
came after biosolid applications, as the
report does not detail when the symptoms
began.

“They are simply reporting what oth-
ers tell them,” David said. “They are not
making accusations saying it’s unsafe.”

Biosolids from Burlington sewage are
treated to meet Environmental Protection
Agency guidelines at the Burlington sew-
age plant. Farmers who wish to apply it
to their land may do so for free, a practice
that saves them a large amount of money.

The biosolids applied on Burlington
farmlands are Class B biosolids. Class A
biosolids are completely treated for dis-
ease and can be spread on any land.

“Class B kills 99 percent of the bacte-
ria and viruses,” Davis said. “The patho-
gens that remain are managed by the site
restrictions.”

Class A biosolids are created by com-
posting treated sewage, but Davis said
this is a very space-intensive process and
Burlington does not have the resources to

FILE PHOTO BY JACK DODSON
Some farmers use biosolids generated by the Burlington sewage plant as fertilizer for farmland.
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The Burlington sewage plant produces both Class A and Class B biosolids from treated sewage.

only generate Class A biosolids.

Biosolids cannot be spread on cropland
and must have a 100-foot barrier between
the application site and wells and creeks.
These restrictions, as well as exposure to
sunlight and other natural phenomena,
are put in place to prevent the spread of
remaining pathogens.

“It will break down naturally, but the
time of breakdown varies by pathogen,”
MacFall said. “Some bacteria and viruses
will be killed sooner than others. If it’s a
rainy day and it gets washed into a stream,
it won’t break down as quickly either.”

MacFall added there could be materi-
als in biosolids that will not break down
like pathogens.

“If there are materials that don’t break
down, not biological materials but chemi-
cal materials, like detergents or flame
retardants or any kind of material that
might be in wastewater, that can build up
on the land,” he said.

Davis said wastewater in Burlington is
tested for flame retardants.

While biosolids are currently sprayed
on top of farmland, Amy Lowman, one of
the researchers who conducted the UNC
study, suggested the possibility of inject-
ing the biosolids directly into the soil in-

stead.

“That method means that the sub-
stance of the sludge is less likely to be-
come airborne,” Lowman said.

Davis said injection is effective at re-
ducing odor, but because the biosolids are
then covered by the soil, “deactivation of
pathogens is less effective.”

In the UNC report, a common com-
plaint among all respondents was that
they were not informed about the appli-
cation of biosolids ahead of time.

“If they knew anything about it, it was
because they were first feeling some im-
pact in one way or another, leading them
to research it and ask questions to find
out for themselves what was going on,”
Lowman said.

Davis said there is no regulatory re-
quirement to inform residents that spray-
ing will occur, but the water resources
department contacts the local health de-
partment before application and puts up
signs informing residents about biosol-
ids and giving their permit number and
phone number.

“We’ll notify the school system if we're
going to spray near the schools,” Da-
vis said. “We also try to only spray near
schools when they are out of session.”
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New legislation takes aim at college students, early voters

Katherine Blunt
News Editor

Three Republican senators challenged
North Carolina’s voting procedures last week
with two pieces of legislation targeting college
students, one-stop voting registration sites and
early voting periods. The bills, titled “Election
Law Changes” and “Equalize Voter Rights,”
both passed their first reading in the North
Carolina Senate.

If passed, the bills will redefine how and
when certain constituencies may vote. One part
of the “Election Law Changes”bill threatens to
eliminate dependency tax deductions for North
Carolina parents if their child lists their college
address, rather than their home address, on their
voter registration form. Dependency tax deduc-
tions may save parents as much as $2,500 each

year per qualifying child.

| hope this bill doesn’t pass
because | feel like students
would have a much more
difficult time voting.

-Margaret Walter

SOPHOMORE AT NORTH CAROLINA
STATE UNIVERSITY

The “Equalize Voter Rights” bill provides
additional incentive for college students to
register at their home address. The legislation
requires voters to register their vehicles at the
address where they are registered to vote. If stu-
dents register their vehicles at their college ad-
dresses, they would have to pay local property
taxes.

The same bill also amends North Carolina’s
eligibility requirements for in-state tuition at
state universities. It asserts “evidence of voter
registration in North Carolina is not sufficient
evidence in and of itself” to prove eligibility for
in-state tuition, though it may be used to help
establish legal residence. This portion of the leg-
islation may impact students at public universi-
ties, but it would not affect students at private
universities such as Elon, where all students pay
the same tuition rate.

'The sponsors of the bills — Senators Bill

Cook, Norman Sanderson and Ronald Rabin
— could not be reached for comment on why
they are supporting these changes to the state’s
election laws. Some speculate the bills are an at-
tempt to shift the district breakdown of election
results in Republicans’ favor.

“Gerrymandering is very important to the
Republican party at this time,” said Jason Huss-
er, assistant director of the Elon University Poll.
“There is the perception that college students
vote democratic more often, but on the other
hand, they also tend to vote like their parents.
Gerrymanderers who have students that vote
like their parents may want them to vote in the
same place so as to not cause instability in their
districts. This bill definitely enforces district
lines.”

'The proposed legislation does not strictly
prevent students from registering to vote at
their college address — a constitutional right
determined by the 1979 Supreme Court case
Symm vs. U.S. — but it may indirectly force
some students to file absentee ballots or travel
home to cast their votes in order to qualify for
dependency deductions. For some, the extra
step would conflict with their college schedules.

“I hope this bill doesn't pass because I feel
like students would have a much more difficult
time voting,” said Margaret Walter, a sopho-
more at North Carolina State University who is
registered to vote at her college address. “If the
bill passes, I would change my voter registration
address to that of my parents. This would be an
inconvenience because I dont go home often
and I would have to request an absentee bal-
lot instead of voting on campus, which was an
extremely easy process this past fall.”

Gabby Gonzales, a sophomore at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Greensboro who is
registered to vote at her college address, said she
would face similar challenges.

“I don't have a car and both my parents
work, making it difficult for me to get home to
vote,” she said. “T am also in class almost all day
and have a very limited amount of free time,
which is the reason I change my registration ad-
dress in the first place. I feel my parents should
be able to collect the tax deduction no matter
where I am registered.”

Jeftrey Pugh, a religious studies professor at
Elon, said the bills send a clear message to all
college students in the state.

“This shows the legislature fears college
students, who overwhelmingly tend to vote

democratic,” Pugh said. “Many share little of
the social agenda of the members of our state
legislature. They're doing anything they can do
to make it more difficult for students to vote. A
governing body that rules on the basis of fear
and not on the strength of its ideas doesn't de-
serve to hold power.”

"The bills also eliminate one-stop voting reg-
istration sites and shorten the early voting pe-
riod from 17 to 10 days. A press release issued
by the offices of Rabin, Cook and Sanderson
said compressing the early voting period has
financial benefits.

“One day of early voting in North Carolina
costs $98,000,” the release said. “Our counties
bear this cost exclusively. Cutting back early
voting from 17 to 10 days does this by saving
roughly $686,000 per election. This money
would be better used to hire teachers and first
responders.”

According to Husser, there may be other
motivations behind the change. He pointed to

data that showed many early voters supported
Democratic candidates in the November 2012
election, providing incentive for Republicans to
shorten the early voting period.

“Early voters disproportionately voted for
Obama and Walter Dalton,” he said. “There
was a real gap between early voters and regular
voters.”

Pugh said these aspects of the bills are part
of a larger agenda to ensure Republicans retain
power in the state.

“When you look at all the data you have,
and you shorten early voting, that means youre
making it harder for working people to vote,”
he said. “Why would a legislature want to find
ways to prevent people from exercising their
rights? For the first time in my memory, not just
conservatives, but extremist conservatives, have
gained absolute political power. How the state
of North Carolina responds to this will tell us a
lot about how the state’s politics will play out in
the next decade.”
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Locked out: Paywalls prevent nonsubscribers from accessing online news content

Lauryl Fischer

Senior Reporter

For years, the proliferation of free online
news content has encroached on newspaper
revenues, causing a marked decline of the in-
dustry. But lately, online news organizations
have begun vying to reclaim their share of the
market with a controversial tool: the paywall.

The number of news sites using paywalls
to block previously free online content has
increased significantly in recent years. Since
The New York Times put up its paywall in
2011, 72 other news outlets have followed its
lead, according to information collected from
Ebyline, a Los Angeles-based company that
provides software and services for professional
journalists and news publishers.

But the effectiveness of paywalls is a ques-
tion debated among both industry profes-
sionals and online readers. Some argue they’re
necessary for online newspapers to stay afloat,
while other argue they chase readers away.

Paywalls hinge on newspaper size

Newspapers and magazines have been
losing revenue for years as subscribers drop
off and head online. Digital advertisements
have sought to bridge the revenue gap, but ac-
cording to research by media consultant Alan
Mutter, advertisements account for less than
10 percent of digital revenue for most sites.

Enter the paywall, the news industry’s lat-
est attempt to make more money. Several re-
cent studies suggest it’s working.

'The Nieman Journalism Lab, a journal-
ism research center at Harvard University, re-
leased a study that showed both the New York
Times and the Gannett Company increased
profits after adopting paywalls. The study de-
clared the industry was bouncing back.

But not everyone is convinced. Many me-
dia professionals are skeptical about paywalls.
Some wonder whether they can bring money
in without keeping readers out, and some
aren’t sure whether they can keep small news-
papers afloat.

“The New York Times only works because
it has a large audience,” said Michelle Ferrier,
an associate professor of communications at
Elon University. “They can put a paywall up
and get away with it because they have highly

valued content and a large base of support.”

A recent Ebyline study supports Ferrier’s
position. The study examined what kinds of
news sites are adopting paywalls and whether
the size and circulation of the paper affects
paywall success.

The research drew from a list of news sites
with paywalls and combined the sites’ circula-
tions with daily newspaper online data. Re-
sults showed big newspapers are using pay-
walls more than smaller newspapers.

Ferrier is the founder of a small news
site called locallygrownnews.com. The site,
which focuses on local eating and sustain-
able lifestyles, has a niche subscriber base in
and around Alamance County. Ferrier has not
erected a paywall.

“My site is very hyper-local, and you have
to make money a variety of ways,” Ferrier said.
“A paywall wouldn’t work because I don’t have
a big enough audience.”

Small newspapers and online news sites
like Ferrier’s account for a large percentage
of online news content in America, with two
out of three papers having a circulation un-
der 25,000, according to Ebyline’s study. The
study found 16 percent of these papers have
chosen to use paywalls.

The Burlington Times-News is plan-
ning to jump on board. Starting next fall, the
Times-News will erect its own paywall. Ex-
ecutive Editor Madison Taylor said he has
mixed feelings about the switch.

“Im not a genius and I can't say if it’s right
or wrong,” Taylor said. “One of our biggest
concerns is losing our audience, but we hope
since our competition has already set up pay-
walls before us, our readers will stick around.”

Readers weigh in

Concern about paywalls revolves not only
around the cost, but its effect on content pro-
duced.

In Ferrier’s opinion, those who read and
comment on content can affect the actual
content itself. If only middle-upper to upper-
class, college-educated, 40-something-year-
olds are able to pay for news, “their issues, the
ones they care about, are the only ones that
will be addressed,” Ferrier said.

'The demographics of two of the most suc-
cessful papers with paywalls — The New York
Times and The Wall Street Journal — are
skewed toward readers with higher household
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Many newspapers are erecting online paywalls in an attempt to generate revenue from online readership.

incomes. The average income for a New York
Times subscriber is around $74,000. For The
Wall Street Journal, 31.5 percent of subscrib-
ers have an income of more than $100,000
and 10 percent have an income of more than
$150,000, according to statistics supplied on-
line by the newspapers.

“A paywall takes what is a valuable func-
tion in a democracy, and it makes it accessible
to only those who have money, and it disen-
franchises those who don’t have money,” Fer-
rier said. “If people have to choose between
food on the table and news, they’re going to
feed themselves and their children first.”

The cost of paying for online news may also
push away the younger demographic, accord-
ing to Mark Fox, an adjunct communications
instructor at Elon. He predicts readers older
than 45 will mainly be consuming digitalized
news if advertising can successfully target an
older audience.

“Two-thirds of the world isn’t willing to
pay for online content,” he said. “The prepared
users tend to be older and less targetable to
advertisers.”

Senior Megan Martin said as a college
student, paying for news doesn’t seem worth
it, given her lack of income and the lack of
a permanent community for those studying
outside their state.

“Living somewhere full-time, I would
want access to things such as town events, sale
circulars and up-to-date focused local news,”
Martin said. “But I feel that global news can
be accessed easily online or on television, so to
me a subscription to something like The New
York Times wouldnt be necessary.”

Junior Joe Bruno expressed a similar feel-
ing. He said he doesn’t feel the need to pay for
national or international online news.

“Until all online news providers have pay-
walls, there is no incentive for me to pay when
I can find the same story somewhere else,” he
said. “As of right now, I'm not in love with a
brand enough. Now, if my local hometown
paper had a paywall, I probably would sub-
scribe.”

But some students dont recognize the
viability of paywalls as a means to increase
newspaper revenue. Junior John Bowden said
newspapers may need to find a different way
to make money.

“I respect the idea that newspapers have
to find a way to monetize online content, and
I don't personally have a problem with pay-
walls, but I'm just absolutely sure they aren’t
going to work,” he said. “It’s a great way to
drive people to your competition. Any story
you can get behind a paywall, you can prob-

ably get somewhere else.”
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Newly admitted students begin to form the Class of 2017

Michael Bodley
Assistant News Editor

After application decisions were re-
leased online at midnight March 14, 5,294
Elon University hopefuls received the news
they were hoping for: They were accepted.
The 9,925 applicants this year made up
the second largest applicant pool in the
school’s history, trailing only the 10,209
students who applied last year.

Coming from all corners of the Unit-
ed States and all around the globe, about
one-fifth of accepted students iden-
tify themselves as ethnically diverse.
The class itself remains very fluid, accord-
ing to Greg Zaiser, vice president of ad-
missions and financial planning.

As other schools release their
regular  decisions, Elon’s  incom-
ing class will fluctuate, he said.

The 53 percent of applicants who were

admitted this year have GPAs consistent
with Elon’s admissions standards. The
middle 50 percent of GPA values range
from 3.64 to 4.56, and the middle 50 per-
cent of SAT scores range from 1800 to
2030.

Noticeably above the national averages
in these two categories, admitted students
chose Elon for other distinct reasons.

Britt Chertock, an incoming freshman,
said she is excited about North Carolina’s
different seasons, something she never ex-
perienced back home in West Palm Beach,
Fla. The application process won her over,
causing her to choose Elon over the likes
of Northeastern and Tulane.

“The overall college application process
was crazy, but Elon definitely made it eas-
ier and more of a personable experience,”
she said.

Some chose Elon for very specific rea-
sons. Zoe Ross-Nash is a ballerina who

cares about the classroom experience.

“Not many schools have a dance pro-
gram that has ballet,” she said. “Since my
high school doesn’t have a dance team, I
am now able to be involved with my school
from dancing which I have never been
able to do before. It’s nice that my school
will actually be able to see me dance.”

Lizzie Murphy knew exactly what she
wanted to do when she started her college
search. A future elementary education
major and dance minor, she chose Elon
after considering many options.

“I also really liked how there is an el-
ementary school so close to the campus to
do student teaching in for elementary ed,”
she said.

Elon’s commitment to engaged learn-
ing left an impression on Briana Konecke.

“When I was there they talked a lot
about how they focus on engaged learning,
which I loved, because I'm not the kind of

person who likes to listen to lectures and
take a bunch of notes,” she said.

Visiting campus sealed the deal for
Paige Pauroso. Discussion-based classes
and academics were a plus, she said, but
the people really convinced her.

“What really sold me were the ridicu-
lously friendly people,” she said. “When
I toured I felt so welcomed. I really just
liked the vibe of all the happy students,
and I wanted to be in a happy environ-
ment.”

Lauren Weaver was drawn to the bio-
chemistry program at Elon. Impressed by
the campus, she applied early decision af-
ter visiting the campus last fall.

“When my family came back for the
accepted students day a couple weekends
ago my dad fell in love just as quickly as
my mom and I did,” she said. “We got in
the car and he started crying. It’s amazing
how blessed I am to have found Elon.”

Elon University launching campus-wide writing initiative

Corinne James
Senior Reporter

Elon University will soon implement
the Writing Excellence Initiative, a proj-
ect aimed to make writing a key compo-
nent of every student’s Elon education.

The Elon community started develop-
ing the project in 2010 to build on the
school’s mission of putting knowledge
into practice.

The Writing Excellence Initiative is a
part of Elon’s overarching Quality En-
hancement Plan (QEP), as a required part
of Elon’s reaccreditation process.

'The goal of the initiative is to prepare
every Elon student to be an outstanding
writer, regardless of his or her major.

'The initiative is focusing on developing
students’ abilities to write in three ways:
writing to learn, writing in a discipline
and writing as a citizen.

CAROLINE OLNEY | Staff Photographer

Signs posted around campus highlight the objectives of the Writing Excellence Initiative, a new project.

Writing to learn will focus on analyz-
ing and problem solving, while writing in
a discipline will gear toward a student’s
individual major. Writing as a citizen will
prepare every graduate to communicate
effectively with others.

Academic departments will “enhance
the writing instruction and support they
provide for their majors,” according to the
Writing Excellence Initiative. Courses
will be refined to build student abilities
and outcomes. This may mean courses of-
fer an essay exam instead of a multiple-
choice test.

The General Studies Program at Elon
University has been redesigned to focus
heavily on writing, as well. The Global
Experience will have smaller class sizes
throughout the next five years to provide
more writing instruction individually.

The Center for Writing Excellence will
be created to manage success of the ini-
tiative and integrate the student Writing
Center.

The new center will focus on support
of graduate programs, job applications and
even blog posts to enhance student writ-

mng.

This initiative is unfolding progres-
sively during the next five years, with each
department or course adapting one step at
a time. Each idea will be implemented by
a small group for testing before full imple-
mentation into a department.

Paula Patch, English lecturer and col-
lege writing program coordinator, previ-
ously told The Pendulum having strong
writing skills will also be important for
students in their endeavors after gradua-
tion.

Freshman communications student
Sydney Plovsky said writing is already a
heavy component of her Elon education.

“Class assignments are constantly fo-
cused on strong writing skills,” Plovsky
said. “Whether it’s a communications or
science course, I am always writing at least
a few papers for each class.”

As students begin to consistently use
writing skills in classes and beyond, Patch
expects quick results.

“We hope that students will use writ-
ing to somehow make an impact on the
world,” Patch said. “If a student is able
to write well, their statements will have a
widespread impact.”
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The role of faith in Greek Life

How religion, morals and Greek culture collide — and the conflicts that arise for some

Natalie Allison

Senior Reporter

ate LeSourd may not be the
poster child of the average col-
lege Greek Life experience.

When LeSourd, a sophomore, decided
to go through recruitment her freshman
year, she wanted to make friends — a mo-
tive not entirely different from most other
students. She got her bid, accepted it and
is quite active in her sorority. But her pri-
mary identity in college isn’t as an AOTL.

LeSourd, like others involved in Greek
organizations, was tasked with her own
personal quest to figure out the role of
faith in Greek Life. And she’s pretty sure
she’s got it down.

“My faith is just such an integral part of
who I am that I knew it wouldn’t change,”
LeSourd said. “It’s definitely been chal-
lenged, but in a really great way that it’s
gotten a lot stronger.”

The challenges havent been easy,
though. Merging together two facets of
her life — a deep commitment to Christi-

anity and strong ties to her sorority, part of
a larger picture of revelry and college par-
ties — has resulted in a dilemma: LeSourd
made a commitment that she wouldn't
drink until she turns 21.

“I knew drinking, Greek or not, was a
huge part of life at Elon,” she said, refer-
ring to her first impressions on campus. “I
still went out with my friends but found
when I joined a sorority, it was a lot harder
to keep my stand on not drinking because
it seems like everyone around you is doing
the same thing.”

LeSourd said she regularly goes to par-
ties and joins her sisters in most of their
weekend activities, but is always sober.
And though she shares close relationships
with other women in her sorority and is
having the time of her life in college, pres-
sure to conform is always present for her.

“What’s ironic is that I feel judged for
not drinking in Greek Life because every-
one else is, and I feel judged by the Chris-
tian community for being in Greek Life,”
she said. “It kind of feels like I'm not fully
in both worlds, which I guess can make me

NATALIE ALLISON | Senior Reporter
Cate Lesourd, a sophomore, made the decision early on that she would remain outspoken about her faith
while staying very involved in her sorority — something that presents challenges at times, she said.

feel alone in it.”

But the irony lies in the fact that many
Greek organizations were founded on
principles of Christianity — the very be-
lief that is causing some students to get
tripped up about how they should act as a
Greek member of faith.

Alex Ward, a junior and chaplain of
Pi Kappa Phi, organizes and directs all
of the fraternity’s rituals. He says a prayer
at the beginning and end of each chapter
meeting and is available for his brothers
to come talk to about issues they’re facing,
moral dilemmas and other struggles.

Wiard said his fraternity has a Christian
affiliation and promotes the “highest ideals
of Christian manhood,” though it is open
to any male whose values are in line with
the larger concepts of respecting others.

“It is a little bit awkward [for people
who aren’t Christian] when you might
have a prayer or say something in the rit-
ual that has to do with ideals of Christian
manhood, but as a whole, it has more to do
with the moral code of being just and be-

NATALIE ALLISON | Senior Reporter

Further adding to the sense of community shared by members of Greek organizations, Greek houses are
places where students can foster friendships and deepen their identities in sororities and fraternities.

ing fair and being a good person,” he said.

Ward said he admits the stereotypes
associated with Greek Life don't typically
involve being deeply religious.

“I think that fraternities have a reputa-
tion for the party lifestyle, and that may
not correlate to the most Christian ideals
per se, but I also think people realize it’s
college,” he said.

Junior Zach Csillag, president of Zeta
Beta Tau, a newly formed fraternity at
Elon, said his fraternity also emphasizes
strong morals without being religiously
exclusive, though ZBT has strong Jewish
ties and 74 percent of its 33 members are
Jewish.

“For the non-Jewish members, religion
is not really discussed,” he said. “It’s just a
fraternity that was founded on basic Jew-
ish values, but we’re not a religious organi-
zation. We're a social fraternity.”

But even though ZBT isn't a religious
group and its members aren’t necessarily
active in the Jewish faith, Csillag said stu-
dents who have Jewish ties would always



News

NATALIE ALLISON | Senior Reporter

Panelists for the “God and Greek” forum talk about their experiences being committed Christians and committed members of Greek organizations while at Elon.

make up the majority of the fraternity.

Mason Sklut is a junior and one of
ZBT’s founding members, who, along with
junior Garret Mann, started the process of
bringing a Jewish fraternity to campus. He
said the fraternity is “going to have things
like Shabbat and Passover,” and members
are encouraged to learn about Jewish tra-
ditions, but won’t be forced.

And there’s no denying the historical
religious associations of other Greek orga-
nizations on campus, Sklut said.

“I don’t know how much is understood
by people, but these are actually religious
fraternities,” he said. “Believe it or not,
most of the fraternities here are Christian
fraternities, no doubt about it.”

More can be added to the complicated
social/religious dynamic: Though some
Christians feel uncomfortable abstain-
ing from drinking alcohol and participat-
ing other activities during social settings,
Sklut said students of other faiths may also
feel that same pressure during rituals.

“I think it’s harder for people who are
not part of the majority religion in the so-
rorities and fraternities to feel comfortable
saying, ‘T'm Jewish. I'm not going to hold
that Bible for that ritual” Even certain
sects of Christianity may not feel comfort-

able doing those rituals,” Sklut said.
Closing the gap

To help ease the tension and close the
gap between Greek-affiliated students and
religious life on campus, Elon’s InterVar-
sity organization started Greek IV, a group
for Christians in sororities and fraternities.
It meets every other week, and anywhere
from five to 15 people show up at a given
meeting, according to Sarah Endorf, a ju-
nior who hosts the meetings in her apart-
ment.

“A lot of times, Greek life and religious
life are kept on very separate planes,” En-
dorf said. “(Greek IV) kind of merges it.
It’s easy to get caught up in Greek life and
be afraid to show your faith because of all
the stereotypes.”

She said it’s not as common for people
highly involved in campus ministry orga-
nizations to also be Greek-afhiliated.

At a panel discussion March 19, four
Greek students talked about their expe-
rience being in sororities and fraternities
and being religious. The forum, called
“God and Greek,” attracted a crowd of
about 30 students who wanted to hear
their peers’ experiences.

“Being a Christian in a Greek organi-
zation is like swimming upstream all the
time,” said Blair Menzel, a senior.

She said throughout her time at Elon,
she’s struggled with having to explain to
her sisters why she doesn’t get drunk and
having to stand up for her morals when
other people think she’s strange because
of it.
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Parker Tobin, a senior and member of
Delta Upsilon, said he and another friend
may be the only openly Christian mem-
bers of the fraternity, which has put the
two in difficult social situations at times.
He said he tries to follow simple guide-
lines he sets for himself, like limiting the
number of drinks he consumes at parties
and not carrying around a cup.

He said though his Greek life experi-
ence has caused him, at times, to act con-
trary to his convictions, he wouldn't trade
his time in DU because of other lessons
he’s learned in the process. But at the end
of the day, his identity in the organization
doesn’t define him.

“While I'm pretty involved, I'm not the
most involved,” Tobin said. “If someone
were to say, ‘Define who you are. Say one or
two things you're a part of,” the first thing
I'd probably say is, T'm a Christian,” not,
‘T'm in this fraternity.” It wouldn’t come to
mind as the very first thing I want people
to know about me.”

LeSourd said the divide between life-
styles doesn’t disappear, but abstaining
from aspects of Greek life’s social culture
has become easier as she’s discovered oth-
ers who share her convictions.

“When one person stands up, it’s a lot
easier to stand with them,” she said. “But
you're waiting for that first person to stand
up. Because of the social atmosphere of
what Greek life is, it’s so easy to get pulled
into it.” §

|
NATALIE ALLISON | Senior Reporter

A Greek organization display box features a collage with the words “virtue,” “diligence,” and “brotherly love,”
as a way to represent the fraternity’s values. The boxes are near Irazu Coffee Shop in Moseley Center.
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Proposed state tax structure reform concerns Burlington city government

Michael Bodley
Assistant News Editor

An effort to overhaul North Carolina’s tax
system has caused tension between municipal
governments and the state government. Sev-
eral members of the Burlington City Gov-
ernment fear losing revenue as a result of the
reform.

Certain aspects of the proposed legislation
would direct more tax revenue to the states
and less to the local governments, according
to Harold Owen, Burlington’s city manager
and professor at Elon University. The elimi-
nation of franchise taxes, a new state-shared
tax on beer and wine and a one cent reduction
on food sales tax would trigger a net loss of
$2.75 million for Burlington’s municipal gov-
ernment.

State legislators claim the loss of municipal
government revenue will be offset by increases
in state sales tax, but Owen is not convinced.

“We're talking about a complete change in
tax reform,” he said. “It appears that there’s a
conversation about going more toward sales
tax and going away from a state income tax.
"That would be money we just wouldn't be get-
ting.”

Owen and others from Burlington met
with state legislators, including local represen-
tatives Steve Ross and Dennis Ridell April 3
to discuss the proposals. The city council also

discussed the matter at its annual retreat April
8.

“We just only hope that they would
recognize the impact tax reform would have
on the cities and the services they provide,”
Owen said.

Last fiscal year, North Carolina raked in ap-
proximately $10 billion from personal income
taxes, $5 billion in sales and use taxes and $1
billion in corporate income taxes. The major-
ity of the corporate income taxes go directly to
the municipality in which individual corpora-
tions are chartered, a major source of revenue
for local governments, according to Owen.

The proposed budget changes could force
the Burlington municipal government, and
other local governments, to restructure its
budget midway through the fiscal year, which
runs from July 1 to June 30.

“I find it in no way possible for this to be
done on the timeline that is being considered
now,” Owen said. “Doing something in the
middle of the fiscal year would be difficult at
best.”

In particular, the elimination of franchise
taxes would decrease municipal revenue, ac-
cording to Owen.

“Franchise taxes from natural gas and
electricity have always come back to the cities,”
he said. “One of the bills speaks to redirecting
these taxes to the state.”

According to Jason Husser, assistant direc-

tor of the Elon University Poll, much of the
debate about the role of state versus municipal
governments reflects larger ideological trends
that have traditionally divided conservatives
and liberals. At the core, though, the state
holds the most power.

“Ultimately, the state is in charge here,” he
said. “It’s not a fair fight. It’s up to the state’s
digression.”

Burlington and other municipalities are
limited in terms of their influence on the state
government. Owen said he and others have al-

ready worked to push the best possible course
of action, one that in their eyes would mini-
mally affect Burlington’s revenue stream.

Hands somewhat tied by the system,
Owen stressed the importance of not rushing
to a decision on tax reform, whatever the legis-
lation itself might entail.

“I would hope that everyone would just sit
down and talk and try to determine an ap-
proved course of action going forward that
both the state and the cities can manage in an
effective manner,” Owen said.

PHOTO COURTESY MCT CAMPUS
Proposed tax code reform would cause some aspects of state and municipal government to overlap.

Burlington Clean Sweep initiative targets illegal dumping, high-risk debris

Cleo Dan
Senior Reporter

The Burlington Clean Sweep surpasses a
typical environmental cleanup event by focus-
ing on the removal of high-risk debris left in
nature. Large pieces of debris are sometimes
illegally dumped throughout areas of Burling-
ton, and the Burlington Clean Sweep looks to
rid the environment of disposed equipment
and other large pollutants.

Howard Tash, an environmental educator
and trail specialist with Burlington Recreation
and Parks Department, has partnered with the
Burlington Water Resource Department to
implement a unique environmental initiative
focused on positively affecting the Burlington
community.

Tash hosts the program two to four times a

year. The cleanup event in October 2012 pulled
almost 8,000 pounds of waste from nature.

“This environmental movement started
back in the 1970s,” Tash said. “Lots of im-
portant legislation was passed under Nixon.
The Clean Water Act and Clean Air Act and
Earth Day happened around that time. April
22 is Earth Day and the 43rd anniversary
is coming up. While the legislation is good,
it takes committed people to actually make
something happen.”

An alliance between the fraternity Lamb-
da Chi Alpha at Elon University and Tash
formed when Tash sought participants for an
upcoming cleanup event through the Kerno-
dle Center.

“This is my third or fourth year working
with Lambda Chi,” Tash said. “The cleanup in
October was really neat — they helped serve

an underserved community.”

According to the most recent data obtained
by U.S. Census American Community Survey,
nearly 22 percent of Burlington’s population
lives in poverty.

Chris Beaton, a junior at Elon, is in charge
of Lambda Chi Alpha’s service outreach. He
has witnessed the positive impact the cleanup
has provided to the Burlington community
and his fellow fraternity members.

“The members of our fraternity get to work
with members of the community in a capac-
ity that they dont normally have,” Beaton
said. “We hope that by doing this cleanup,
our members will be more willing to go out
into the community and do more service work
because they see how much impact one day’s
work had.”

While the immediate eftects of the cleanup

are aesthetically pleasing, the long-term results
of diminishing environmental pollutants are
significant.

As of 2011, the city of Burlington imple-
mented a ban on electronic equipment in
landfills. This discarded computer equipment
and television management law works to re-
duce the toxins expelled from the disposal of
electronics, thereby protecting Burlington’s
natural environment and water supply.

“T'V sets and computer monitors — these
are items that have chemicals that can leach
into the ground and go into the groundwater
and find their way into creeks, which affect the
water sheds in the city of Burlington,” Tash
said. “The water sheds are tributaries. So lit-
erally if someone throws a bottle out here in
Elon, it could find its way out in the Gulf of
Mexico.”
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Wind turbines may harness green energy off NC shore

Corinne James
Senior Reporter

Five companies are vying to develop wind
farms off North Carolina’s coast, an effort
that would promote and produce green en-
ergy in the state and the surrounding area.

The federal government introduced the
idea in December 2012 by asking companies
about their interest in offshore wind develop-
ment. The five companies interested in build-
ing off North Carolina — Virginia Electric
and Power Co., Fishermen’s Energy LLC,
EDF Renewable Energy, Green Sail Energy
and Apex Wind Energy — all responded in
press releases.

Gov. Pat McCrory, who continues to pro-
mote North Carolina as a potential source
of renewable energy in North America, has
expressed support for offshore wind farm
movement. The Bureau of Ocean Manage-
ment may also propose wind energy devel-
opments in several areas offshore New Jersey,
Maryland and Massachusetts.

Two potential development areas lie be-
tween Myrtle Beach, S.C. and Wilmington,
N.C., and beyond the Outer Banks, all at
least six miles from shore. The process will
not begin until the federal government fin-
ishes an environmental study and auctions
offshore leases.

'The proposed farms have sparked a de-
bate among environmentalists, business
owners and other stakeholders. Some argue
the wind farms may disrupt bird migration
patterns, military training flights and ocean
ecosystems, while others insist the potential

Elon names inaugural director of Gender and

Michael Bodley
Assistant News Editor

Elon University recently named Matthew
Antonio Bosch as the first director for its
Gender and LGBTQ Center. He will assume
the position mid-July.

He will work with the offices of Academic
Affairs and Student Life to raise awareness
regarding sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity, according to an email sent by Smith Jack-
son, vice president and dean of Student Life.

Bosch has served as president of the Min-

benefits of clean energy outweigh the risks.

According to research by the Renewable
Energy Laboratory, there are many advantag-
es of building offshore windfarms. The lab’s
research suggests offshore wind farms could
possibly source a large percentage of North
Carolina’s power.

Offshore wind turbines would also sup-
port North Carolinians’ economic well-being
by providing a tax base to keep property taxes
low, as reported by WCTT News for Eastern
North Carolina.

But there are also downsides to offshore
wind farm development. According to Pa-
tricia Thomas-Laemont, an Elon University
environmental studies instructor, companies
should only be allowed to build offshore
farms if environmental impact is evaluated
and dealt with prior to construction.

“There will be damages that upset ocean
ecosystems and destruct ocean beds during
construction and aesthetics,” Thomas-Lae-
mont said. “These problems occur daily. The
evaluation prior to construction will deter-
mine how much this, as well as boat traffic,
will occur.”

Wind farms may also affect the flight
paths of migratory birds, but according to
Thomas-Laemont, the benefits to wind en-
ergy outweigh the possible effects on birds.

“Studies have shown that placing the wind
farms out of migration corridors corrects this
issue,” Thomas-Laemont said. “Birds have
learned to avoid these farms in other areas.”

Others have expressed concern regard-
ing business and military affairs. The World

Shipping Council, a trade organization rep-

nesota College Personnel Association and is
a current member of the governing board of
the American College Personnel Association.
He also helped manage LGBTQ-related is-
sues at Macalester College, the University of
Minnesota and Minnesota’s North Hennepin
Community College.

Additionally, Bosch will serve as the new
adviser to Spectrum, Elons queer-straight
alliance. He will replace Kirstin Ringelberg,
coordinator of the LGBTQ_office and art
history professor.

Ringelberg said she is pleased Bosch will

resenting container vessels, has argued that
wind farms oft Kitty Hawk will encroach
on shipping routes, while some marines at
Camp Lejeune fear wind turbine blades can
disfigure radar images for pilots and ground
control, making training exercises dangerous
and difficult.

'The debate about wind farms is likely to
continue for a while. According to the North
Carolina Offshore Wind Coalition, it may

soon fill her role, which has been difficult to
manage while fulfilling her responsibilities as
a full-time professor.

“I think it’s a tremendously important
step forward that we have located and hired
an experienced and knowledgeable full-time
person who can really move us forward in a
way I would never be able to do, in terms of
time but especially on the basis of expertise,”
she said.

Senior Lauren Clapp, an advocacy and
education chair for Spectrum, said Bosch
will frequently interact with the student body

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS
Wind farms generate an abundance of green energy, but the turbines may pose environmental risks.

take more than five years to begin wind farm
and turbine construction because of delays
caused by political and environmental issues.

Thomas-Laemont said she hopes the pro-
cess eventually gets underway.

“I think the benefits to wind energy off
of North Carolina outweigh the negatives,”
Thomas-Laemont said. “We can combat
any environmental disadvantages as they are
about to occur.”

LGBTQ Center

by giving presentations to Elon 101 classes
about LGBTQ_life, organizing speakers to
come to campus and serving as both an ad-
vocate and an educator concerning LGBTQ_
and gender issues.

Clapp expressed excitement about Bosch’s
appointment.

“I'm really ecstatic about the creation of
this new position,” she said. “It says to me that
the administration takes issues of LGBTQ_
inclusion seriously on campus and wants to
be proactive about supporting the LGBTQ_

community here.”
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Check your facts before spreading the wor

After news broke of a North Carolina
resolution claiming the state can make its
own laws regarding the establishment of
religion — one that would question the
federal government’s authority to decide
what is constitutional — email inboxes
overflowed with complaints, comment
boards became saturated with concerned
citizens and watercooler conversations
were abuzz.

At Elon University, many students
were misled by the influx of media reports
from credible media outlets and social
media sources. They were led to believe
the state was seriously considering adopt-
ing some sort of official state religion.

Accurate and thorough research were
not driving the conversation surrounding
the subject. Instead, multiple misrepre-
sentations from news sources and the
propagation of these stories from blogs,
Facebook, Twitter and word of mouth
created a distorted interpretation of this
resolution. People jumped to conclusions
and spread falsities without an accurate
understanding of the issue — a repre-
sentation of the larger problem with the
media and the way media consumers
intensify issues by propagating misleading
information.

The North Carolina House Joint Reso-
lution 494 was not, as widely reported
across many news outlets, intended to
establish an official state religion. It was
meant to deliver a symbolic counter to a
lawsuit filed by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union on behalf of several residents
who object to Rowan County commis-
sioners’ opening their meetings with
Christian prayer.

In short, the resolution was intended
to allow the county commissioners to
end invocations at public meetings with
the words, “In Jesus’ name, amen,” quite
different from declaring Christianity the
official religion of North Carolina.

Every year in legislatures across the
country, scores of resolutions are intro-
duced at the request of constituents that
carry little legal weight or promise of
being ratified. Reputable news sources are
well aware of this, but they still chose to

publish the misleading, attention-grab-
bing story that claimed North Carolina
was on the path to establishing an official
state religion — and media consumers
chose to believe it.

North Carolina House Joint Resolu-
tion 494 and the uproar after its proposal
serve as a representation of the larger
issue with the current media culture and
the public’s role in spreading information
quickly, whether that information has
been confirmed or not. The effect is that
stories are often misreported, misinter-
preted and blown out of proportion.

As media consumers, we are also guilty
of failing to question the validity of the
facts. For many, it seems logical to reach a
conclusion when multiple reputable news
outlets are reporting a semi-uniform set of
“facts.” It is easy to interpret the issues as

NY Times

seen through the lens of mass media and
through what your friends post on social
media, but you may be missing the crux of
the issues at hand. This is certainly what
happened with regard to Resolution 494.

In order to have a true understanding
of the issues, you must resist the tempta-
tion to take unfounded conclusions at face
value, even if these conclusions are drawn
by what you consider to be reliable news
sources.

'The truth is the media are not the only
factor responsible for the dissemination of
misleading information. Media consum-
ers also have access to their own ways of
publishing content on a variety of social
media outlets, meaning we share the
responsibility.

By choosing to react to an issue before
fully understanding the implications, we

CARTOON BY JESSICA GREMBOWSKI

sensationalize the stories. A status, blog
post or tweet accusing North Carolina
of robbing its citizens of religious free-
dom adds more fuel to the misinforma-
tion cycle. Spreading grossly misleading
information diminishes the significance
of stories that actually have useful social
connotations.

Individuals need to be careful not to
reinforce the cycle of misinformation by
spreading news before obtaining an accu-
rate understanding of an issue. As media
consumers, we have not only the ability,
but also a responsibility to put an end to
the perpetuation of misleading informa-
tion.

A breaking news story simply cannot
be taken for fact. It is our responsibility
to sort through various news sources and
check our facts to find the real story.
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Change your actions, not your pictures

For those of you who logged on to
Facebook March 26, you probably noticed a
sea of profile pictures changed to a red and
pink equals sign.

At a time when the
United States Supreme
Court justices were
preparing to hear argu-
ments for two pieces
of landmark marriage
equality legislation,
the profile pictures
represent support
for the equal rights
cause. While a photo
change is nice, it is also
completely void of any real meaning and
fundamentally fails to create lasting change
the way traditional, boots-on-the-ground
activism does.

What is even more frustrating is the
small act of changing a picture has become

Alex Francis
Columnist

so pervasive that it is now seen as an accept-
able substitute for real, bona fide activ-

ism. This “slacktivism” lacks the fervor of
engaged involvement.

It cannot take more than a minute to
upload a picture of the equality sign to
Facebook, crop it and put it on your profile.
That is not caring, fighting or working for a
cause. It is a hollow, halfhearted attempt to
convey some sort of deeper concern for an
issue. It is representative of the problematic
“slacktivist” culture that threatens the effec-
tiveness of traditional activist behavior.

I do not mean to be cynical. The equals
signs are a gesture to show support for an
important cause. But that is all this is: a ges-
ture. It is meaningless in helping sway the
Supreme Court in any particular way, unless
you foolishly believe that Justices Roberts,
Sotomayor or Kennedy actually care what is
on your Facebook profile.

Although well intentioned, the danger
behind relegating a significant issue to a
symbol or image is that it distracts support-
ers from taking necessary steps to promote
momentous change. This is complacent
activism.

No one has suddenly changed his politi-
cal beliefs because of a bumper sticker, the
same way nobody will suddenly support
same-sex marriage because of a profile
picture. Change takes effort, time and per-

sistence that a group of pixels in a small box
does not have.

Take an animal rights activist who sup-
ports numerous causes combating animal
cruelty, chooses to volunteer at humane
societies and animal protection agencies and
continually pledges his money when he is
unavailable to volunteer. Now imagine if all
this individual did to support the cause was
made his profile picture a cute dog with a
caption that read, “stop dog fighting” for
two days, changed it back and went about
his life. This would do nothing for the
cause.

There should have at least been some-
thing considerable attached to the red
and pink sea of pictures on Facebook —
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Equals sign logo a good place to start

We've all seen the pink equals sign
with the red background hundreds of our
Facebook friends or maybe even we, our-
selves, have sported as
our profile pictures.
But should we take
this red-hued symbol
seriously?

Absolutely.

It’s true, changing
your Facebook profile
picture probably will
not have an immedi-
ate, direct effect on the
United States Supreme
Court as they decide
the fate of marriage equality in this coun-

Audrey Horwitz
Columnist

monetary try. But
donations, marriage
organized equality is
rallies, an issue
anything. of social
Instead, justice and
the support Facebook
came not is a social
only far too network-
late, but ing website
also far too that has
insignifi- immense
cantly. influence
It’s great on our
if you want beliefs,
to support behaviors
the cause, and mind-
but if that is sets.
the case, do To give
something you an idea
worth- of just how
while that The Human Rights Campaign launched a social media campaign asking many peo-
will actu- Facebook users to change their photos to this logo while the United ple showed
States Supreme Court argued two pieces of marriage equality legislation. .
ally help. their
support

“Slacktivism” cannot replace real activism.
Changing your profile picture will never be
more effective than marching in a rally.

These social media movements are
threatening to undermine the very causes
they claim to support.

So next time our nation faces a signifi-
cant social issue, are you going to crop a
profile picture, sit back and pat yourself on
the back or are you going to pick up a sign,
open your wallet and insist on actual, lasting
change?

with this image, 2.7 million more people
changed their profile pictures on, March
26 (the day the U.S. Supreme Court heard
arguments in two cases concerning same-
sex marriage) compared to the previous
Tuesday, according to The Huffington
Post.

Clearly this is not an isolated occur-
rence. The equals sign logo belongs to the
Human Rights Campaign, an advocacy
group for LGBT individuals. The typical
HRC logo is a yellow equal sign against a

navy background, but the group revealed
the new version to Facebook the day of the
Supreme Court arguments and encouraged
supporters to repost the icon to their pages
as well.

“Make sure you wear red to show your
support for marriage equality. And make
your Facebook profile red too!” the HRC
told more than 1 million Facebook fol-
lowers. By Tuesday afternoon, the post
had been shared more than 45,000 times
and had received more than 13,000 “likes,”
according to The Huffington Post.

Some may find it difficult to take this
profile picture change seriously, but if
social media is good for anything, it’s the
impact it has on social mores. Melanie
Tannenbaum of The Scientific American
argued that while changing your profile
picture to show support for same-sex mar-
riage may not directly impact legislation,
it can influence Facebook friends. She
explained how people are deeply affected
by what they perceive to be the social
norm. If a Facebook user notices many
of his friends support same-sex marriage,
over time he is more likely to believe this
opinion is the social norm and is therefore
more likely to adopt this view himself.

Tannenbaum is right. The truth is,
all of us are incredibly influenced by our
friends, family, peers and co-workers and
for many, Facebook is a breeding ground
for such influence. These people have a
serious impact on our attitudes and behav-
iors and Facebook helps spread these
notions.

For those who dismiss the Facebook
movement as a fruitless effort that will
have no impact on the Supreme Court, I
want to make it clear the movement was
not meant to sway the Supreme Court. It
was meant to influence our social circles,
which is exactly what it has achieved.

I am certainly not under the impression
that a quick Facebook profile change is all
that needs to be done when it comes to
granting all Americans marriage equality
rights. Much, much more must be done.
But Facebook is an outlet for influencing
social norms and it has done its part to
exert that influence. Every little bit helps
and social media is not a bad place to start
spreading social justice.
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Syrian conflict Iackmg serlos worIdW|de attentlo

Christian Seitz
Copy Intern

ELON, N.C. — March 15, 2013,
marked the two-year anniversary of the
Syrian uprising.

The Arab Spring of 2011 toppled dic-
tators and brought newfound freedoms to
oppressed peoples. “Doctor, you are next,”
covered school walls in the southwestern
Syrian city of Daraa March 6, a clear refer-
ence to Syria’s president, Bashar al-Assad,
who is a trained eye doctor. Criticizing or
threatening the government is illegal in
Syria, and the children were tortured and
beaten before their release weeks later.

While the ages of the children are not
definitively known, nine days later the fa-
thers of Daraa decided they would not put
up with such mistreatment and held defiant
protests in the streets. Haya Ajjan, assis-
tant professor of management information
systems at Elon University and a native of
Syria, said she understands the Syrians’un-
rest.

“This is a revolution of people that have
just had it with the regime,” Ajjan said.

Assad did not appreciate the demonstra-

tions and sent his army to kidnap, torture
and kill demonstrators.

Combating the protesters only hardened
their resolve, and they soon began to arm
themselves for protection against their own
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Syria: Deaths reach new high

March was the deadliest month so far in Syria's 2-year-old civil
war, according to statistics compiled by the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights. Deaths by type for the past five months:

M civilians Rebels Syrian military [l Unclassified
1,663 1,033 1,153 21

oy I | 3.080

2012 3’

1,416 1.041 857 Fis]

ey | 3300
1,906 1,065 830 1,050

Jan.

994 1

1,216

B 2013 MCT

=,

')L\}‘\Aj)fb 'Le}(/‘/‘ _,A/C)%J

"");’Sfﬁejjmv L b

M;w o

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

Syrian death tolls are reaching record highs. The death toll has increased by more than 2,000 persons in the

past four months.
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A Syrian man walks by a list naming those killed in Ragga during the rebellion. The city was taken by rebels and has experienced more than 2,300 deaths thus far.

government.

Nearly three-quarters of Syrians, and
thus the majority of protesters, are Sunni,
a branch of Islam. Assad told his fellow
Alawites, another branch of Islam, and the
other minorities that the Sunnis aimed to
establish a purely Sunni state. Using propa-
ganda, Assad tried to persuade Syrian mi-
norities to turn the conflict into a religious
war, which would galvanize his supporters.

An anonymous Elon junior, who de-
clined to give their real name for fear
their parents in Syria would be kidnapped,
strongly disagrees with Assad’s maneuvers.
While there have been some recent reli-
gion-fueled conflicts, the student believes
the rebellion is not about religion.

“This is not a jihad. This is not a religious
battle. We are here fighting for what we
think is right and our freedom,” they said.

With both sides armed, the situation
soon escalated into a full-blown civil war.
Rebels currently hold large sections of ter-
ritory in Syria’s north and far west, while
the government controls central and south-
eastern Syria. Activists have since coalesced
into the Syrian National Coalition, while
the regime continues to use jets, helicop-
ters, tanks and, according to recent reports,
chemical weapons against the very people
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they are supposed to protect.

According to the United Nations, scores
of Syrians on both sides are killed every
day. There have been nearly 70,000 deaths
so far, but since the international media are
not allowed in Syria, the full extent of the
conflict is largely unknown.

TJ Spensieri, assistant professor of per-
forming arts at Elon, said he is surprised
at the lack of reaction the majority of the
world has expressed during the Syrian cri-
sis.

“We shouldn’t be able to turn a blind eye
on someone who needs help. It’s lives were
talking about. It’s women and children and
brothers and sisters,” Spensieri said.

Freshman Julia David said she also finds
this stance unacceptable. She said she is
dismayed the world continues to turn a
deaf ear to Syrians’ cries for help. Although
approximately 8,000 Syrians flee the coun-
try every day and the fighting has produced
more than 1.1 million refugees to date, the
world seems very reluctant to intervene de-
spite the rebels’ pleas.

“How can we not do something? There’s
so many lives being lost, there’s so much
unfairness, just tragedy,” David said. “How
can we not step in and help when there’s
such a need?”
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Le Gay Paris: French Senate debates future for same sex couples

Madeline Monaco
International Reporter

PARIS — It is a heated debate world-
wide. With all eyes on the United States
Supreme Court concerning its decision
of the Defense of Marriage Act, focus
has begun moving east to Europe, where
the French Senate has yet to come to
a conclusion about its own laws on gay
marriage.

On Feb. 12, the French National
Assembly voted in favor of a bill, which
states same-sex partners will be equal in
status to those in heterosexual unions,
including in matters of adoption. The
bill then continued onto the Senate April

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MADELINE MONACO

Signs on a metro entrance read, “Marriage,
adoption, homo, no way!”

2, where members are still debating its
legality.

The odds are in the bill's favor. The
majority of both houses of Parliament is
socialist, as is President Francois Hollande,
elected last May after campaigning with
a pledge to legalize same-sex marriage.
French citizen Thomas Chenuet said
because the same party dominates most
branches of France’s government, once a
bill is proposed, it will likely pass.

“If a law does not pass in the Senate,
it is sent back to the National Assembly
to make changes,” Chenuet said. “Even
if it has to go back and forth many times
between the two, it will usually become a
law.”

Though the bill is still on its journey
between the National Assembly and the
Senate for edits and compromises, political
leaders feel certain the bill will be passed.
The Minister for Family, Dominique
Bertinotte, is one of the believers.

“Beginning this summer, homosexual
couples will be able to marry,” Bertinotte
said.

Amid the current debates are seas of
protestors trying to get in a last word
before a decision is made. Protests are a
common form of expression in France,
especially in Paris. Recently Parisians
have been vocal about their opinions
on gay marriage, including a confronta-
tion between an estimated 300,000 gay
marriage opponents and the police on
the Champs-Elysees March 24. Signs
and shirts show slogans such as “Don’t
touch marriage, take care of unemploy-
ment,” “No to mirage marriage” and “One
mommy and one daddy — nothing is bet-
ter for a child.”

Powell Mansfield, an Elon University
sophomore currently studying in Paris, is
experiencing this firsthand.

“As someone who is in a study abroad
program where every student stays with a
host family, it’s baffling to see that almost
everyone’s French family has attended at
least one anti-gay marriage protest so far
this semester,” Mansfield said.

Protests are emerging from more than
just French citizens, as religious leaders of
Muslim and Jewish faiths also oppose the
bill. But perhaps the most public religious

opponent is the Roman Catholic Church,
specifically Cardinal Andre Armand
Vingt-Trois, archbishop of Paris.

“A vision of the human being without
recognizing sexual difference would be a
fraud that would undermine one of the
foundations of our society and introduce
a discrimination among children,” the
archbishop said.

Though biblical texts are a leading fac-
tor, the archbishop introduces the idea of
children’s well-being as a major concern.
According to polls, this is something
many French protestors agree with. The
majority of French people are in favor
of legalizing same-sex marriage, though

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MADELINE MONACO
A French poster advertising against same-sex marriage is covered in marker that reads, “It’s not too late.”

only half of those polled believe same-sex
couples should be able to adopt. The pro-
posed bill combines the two issues.

Civil unions have existed in France
since 1999 and are open to same-sex cou-
ples, though they restrict adoption. The
hesitation for same-sex couples to adopt
has also shed light on the fact that sur-
rogate pregnancies are illegal in France.

Debates throughout the next week will
be crucial in France’s decision whether to
join the ranks of eight other European
countries where same-sex marriage is
legal: Belgium, Denmark, Iceland, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain
and Sweden.
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emester at Sea student stamps

Elon sophomore honored by Clinton Global Initiative University for service work abroad

Jonathan Black
Managing Editor

sk any class of first graders across

Athe country what they want to be

when they grow up and they are

likely to respond with answers like doctor, fire-
man and maybe even bus driver.

Many Elon University students have since
digressed from their first-grade career paths,
but not Emily Tomich.

If you asked Tomich, a sophomore at Elon,
what she wants to do now and what she want-
ed to do when she was 7, the answer would be
the same: a world traveler.

Asafirst grader in California, Tomich’s class
participated in a pen pal program called Vi-
carious Voyage, in which students in her class
would write to students on a Semester at Sea
program.

“My teacher made it an amazing experi-
ence,” Tomich said. “We would dress up, do
crafts, the parents would come in and cook us
food, we followed the voyage on a map and we
had fake passports that would get stamped.”

And just like that, Tomich’s journey to be-
coming a global citizen would begin 10 years
prior to her arrival at Elon, a journey that
would eventually lead her to national honors.

A passion for community service

Along with developing a desire for travel at
an early age, Tomich also became heavily in-
volved in community service.

“I have always had a passion for service,”
Tomich said. “My church was very involved in
mission and service trips to Africa, Los Ange-
les, San Francisco and Mexico.”

Her passion for travel and her desire to
help others were combined in 2010 when she
went to Swaziland and South Africa on a mis-
sion trip. While there, Tomich said it was the
first time an experience had opened her eyes
to global poverty and the world outside of the
bubble in which she lived.

“It definitely was a point in my life that I

can look back on and see that it shaped me into
who I am today,” she said. “It has influenced
my career goals, what I want to do with my life
and how I want to live my life.”

Visiting Africa ignited a love affair between
Tomich and the continent, leading her to be-
come an Elon Periclean Scholar.

“I was invited to be a part of a small team
that is working to keep the Ghana Periclean
Scholar’s project sustainable,” Tomich said. “I
have such a passion for Africa that I was taken
on as a lateral entry, because the Ghana schol-
ars graduated in 2010.”

Dr."Thomas Arcaro, a professor of sociology
and the director of Project Pericles, noticed
Tomich’s investment in helping the global
community.

“I think she is a good model for a lot of
us,” he said. “I continue to have the honor to
work with the most globally aware students on
campus and she fits into that mold perfectly.”

Tomich’s desire to help others is also noted
by friends at Elon, leaving many feeling in-
spired by her desire to volunteer.

“Her passion for volunteering influences
others to look in the mirror and see how they
are using their talents to positively give back to
the communities around them,” said sopho-
more Stephanie Kilmer, a friend of Tomich.

Cultural experiences on Semester at Sea

Tomich fulfilled her childhood dream of
taking part in a Semester at Sea program last
fall when she participated in the Atlantic Ex-
ploration program through Elon.

“We went to 14 different countries around
the globe and I saw a breadth of different
places rather than seeing the deepness of one
culture,” Tomich said. “I'm so thankful I got
to see so many cultures to compare the differ-
ences and similarities between them.”

During her time in Elon’s Semester at Sea,
she volunteered for four nonprofits in four
countries: Ghana, South Africa, Argentina
and Brazil.

In Ghana, Tomich worked with A Ban
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Sophomore Emily Tomich (far right) worked with President Bill Clinton at the Clinton Global Initiative University.

Against Neglect (ABAN), an organization
that works with young single mothers to teach
them financial and life skills.

“Through Ghana Pericleans we have raised
awareness of ABAN on Elons campus,”
Tomich said. “I independently sought them
out and asked them if I could come visit.”

There, members of ABAN gave Tomich a
tour of their facility and the sense of commu-
nity that has formed between the organization
and the mothers. In South Africa, Tomich
worked with Happy Feet, an organization that
began in a township, which teaches children a
local dance and provides an alternative after-
school activity.

In Argentina, Tomich found the Helping
Hands Feeding Program, which was started by
one woman who helps feed her impoverished
community.

“It’s expanded into almost a social business
where they have their own garden and pasta

business,” Tomich said. “They have clothing
that they make out of scraps of fabric donated
to them. Theyre creating money for them-
selves, increasing the community and increas-
ing the welfare.”

The final program Tomich volunteered for,
House of the Little Indian Boy, was located in
a favela in Rio de Janeiro. Favelas are illegally
built shanty towns that lay on the outskirts of
Brazilian cities. The organization helps educate
children after school in order to keep them out
of gangs, get out of the favela and find a job.

House of the Little Indian Boy provides
job preparation for people ages 15-25, pro-
duces goods out of recycled materials, holds
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every Satur-
day and provides reading and writing classes
to adults.

Tomich’s time spent on Semester at Sea
left a mark on her that can be seen by friends

and faculty.
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passport into global citizenship

“That experience opened her eyes to so
many new things and she is constantly looking
for the bigger things than what is provided for
her here at Elon,” Kilmer said. “Nearly every
day she is researching different opportunities
for the summer that will put her in situations
where she can be out in the world making
some sort of difference.”

But little did Tomich know her impact
would extend beyond Elon. That is, until she
received an email from the head of Semester
at Sea.

A nomination for Clinton Global
Initiative University

While on Semester at Sea, Tomich noticed
a common trend between the four nonprofits
with which she volunteered.

“The nonprofits were all started by one per-
son,” she said. “That really proved to me one
person can make a difference and that is really
encouraging to me because I want to make a
difference.”

After completing the program, Tomich re-
ceived an email from the dean of Semester at
Sea that informed her she had been nominated
to represent the program at the Clinton Global
Initiative University (CGIU).

Originally, she thought the email was spam.

“I thought they sent it to everybody,” she
said. “I saw that I was nominated by Semes-
ter at Sea, then I had to apply through the
CGIU representative. And that was only the
first round of applications. Finally I had to ap-
ply again through the CGIU website for final
approval.”

Tomich had to create an action plan for her
application and used her time volunteering as
inspiration for it.

“I saw on Semester at Sea that all of the
nonprofits needed volunteers,” she said. “I had
proof from my fellow voyagers that there are
people who have a passion for service. It’s just
a problem of how to connect that passion to
a cause, especially when the biggest obstacle
stopping people is money.”

From this observation, she began to pro-
duce a plan to create a social media website in
which volunteers are financially supported by a
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TIMOTHY DEWITT | Staff Photographer
Tomich displays her experiences studying abroad and her love of traveling by showcasing a collection of international banners and logos on the cover of her laptop.

into CGIU last month.

Tomich attended workshops
at a CGIU conference from April
5-7 at Washington University in St.
Louis. At the conference, she re-
ceived critiques on her action plan
and heard Bill Clinton, Muham-
mad Yunus and Stephen Colbert
speak.

Tomich is on the path to becom-
ing not just a global citizen, but a
global leader. It all connects back to
Tomich’s experience in first grade.

“It was my first introduction to
the world, and it was more than
just a geography lesson,” she said.
“It was a lesson on the culture, on
the lifestyle and what we could look
forward to as college students.” §

business and can then find a nonprofit organi-
zation abroad to work at with no cost to them.

“The nonprofits would get the volunteers
that they need and the socially minded busi-
ness would receive PR and any sort of recog-
nition that would increase their profit sales
through helping people financially afford to
serve abroad,” Tomich said.

The tentative name for the website is
“Sponsor to Service.”

“I think it is a good initiative and I'm anx-
ious to see how it plays out in the future,” Arca-
ro said. “Emily is the type of person who truly
understands what commitment is and what it
means to follow through.”

With this plan of action, Tomich was ac-
cepted to apply for CGIU. Out of the 500
students on last semester’s voyage, Tomich was
one of four asked to apply. She was accepted

SUBMITTED BY EMILY TOMICH
Tomich did service work during Elon’s Semester at Sea pro-
gram, such as participating in A Ban Against Neglect in Ghana.
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Student organization helps Skid’s go green, gain customers

Katy Canada

Senior Reporter

Elon University students walk past Skid’s
Restaurant every day on the way to the gym
or en route to class. Until recently, it was rare
they stopped in for a bite.

Enactus, a student organization that calls
upon Elon student entrepreneurs to help
local, national and international businesses
in need, has begun the process of market-
ing Skid’s Restaurant to the larger student
clientele.

“The goal of our project is to improve the
restaurant and market it so it can maintain
its local presence, but at the same time, at-
tract the student body and make improve-
ments to the restaurant overall,” said sopho-
more Andrew Lynch, Enactus member and
Skid’s project manager.

At the beginning of the Fall 2012 semes-
ter, Enactus members surveyed Elon stu-
dents about their knowledge of Skid’s. The
results indicated many knew about the res-
taurant but had never set foot in the build-
ing. That’s when Enactus decided to add so-
cial media to Skid’s marketing strategy and
began hosting profit shares to bring more
customers into the restaurant.

Lynch said the most successful market-
ing project Enactus has implemented so far
is an event called Late Night Skid’s, where
the restaurant is open from 10:30 p.m. until
2:30 a.m. By closing time at the first Late
Night Skid’s, every seat had been filled, ac-
cording to Lynch.

“We thought maybe since they came for
Late Night, they’ll come at other times of
the day,” Lynch said.

Glenda Robertson, the manager of
Skid’s, said the restaurant has seen an over-
all increase in student traffic during all times
of the day after the success of Late Night
Skid’s and other strategies from Enactus.

Another important factor of the project
has been making the restaurant more en-
vironmentally friendly. Enactus received a
grant from Sam’s Club Step Up for Small
Business worth $1,500. Members spent part
of the grant money on installing LED light-
ing. The change has not only been a step to-
ward a more green facility, but also makes

MARIJO SAULON | Staff Photograbher
Skid’s Restaurant is located on 134 W. Haggard Ave.
the overall atmosphere more inviting and
comfortable, according to Lynch.

“We're all about making businesses more
sustainable and making products more envi-
ronmentally friendly,” Lynch said.

Enactus’ultimate goal with this project is
to make Skid’s sustainable without the help
of the organization.

Enactus is also currently involved in three
additional projects, including “Let’s Can
Hunger.” For this project, Enactus made a
pledge with Campbell’s Soup to accumu-
late 5,000 pounds of canned goods this year
while educating the local community about
hunger.

“Our mission is to make the world bet-
ter and more sustainable, so there are many
people affected by Enactus in a positive
way,” said senior Andrew Ganim, president
of Enactus. “We don't want to just give peo-
ple fish — we want to teach them how to
fish in order to better sustain themselves.”

'The mission of Enactus is also to provide
participating students with valuable experi-
ence and leadership opportunities. Ganim
said 99 percent of Enactus participants have
a job when they graduate because of their
drive and dedication. Getting involved with
the organization is an optimal way to em-
ploy business skills learned in the classroom
in a professional environment, he said.

i s

MARIJO SAULON | Staff Photographer
Enactus has installed new blinds, LED ceiling lighting and LED hanging lighting to better illuminate Skid’s
Restaurant. They are currently planning on updating and improving the restaurant’s menu and logo.

SUBMITTED BY ANDREW LYNCH
Enactus members worked with the owner and employees of Skid’s to serve Elon students for Late Night Skid’s.
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Upcoming play’s family ties may be familiar offstage

Meghan Mahoney

Senior Reporter

Secrets will creep around the stage April 11
in Elon University’s McCrary Theatre.

In the play, “August: Osage County,” the
Weston sisters’ father disappears so they return
to their childhood home to support their moth-
er, who is addicted to pills.

"The performance is meant to entice many of
its viewers to think about what they can expect
from their own family members and what dys-
function in a family might do to its dynamic.

Kirby Wahl, assistant professor of perform-
ing arts and director of the play said Tracy Letts,
the writer of “August,”uses a difficult family dy-
namic to question the nature of people’s social
structure.

“Everybody has their own story,” he said.
“They have their own version of the family his-
tory that suits them. We have a national story.
Letts makes that a little uncomfortable and
awkward.”

One of the explored themes in “August” re-

volves around mother-daughter relationships.

RACHEL INERSOLL | Staff Photographer
Grand Night exposes talents in Elon’s music theater class.

“No matter how you try to be different, you
are in some way like, or in rebellion against your
parent,” Wahl said.

Sophomore and stage manager Cody
Schmidt said “August”is a unique play and even
though the family is crazy, viewers usually find
themselves rooting for the characters.

“It’s great to learn from each of them,”
Schmidt said. “They all have something to of-
fer.”

Wahl usually directs a play during Winter
Term, so this semester he has valued the ex-
tended time. Rehearsals began in mid-February:.

“The cast had time to think about it,” Wahl
said.

Besides the performers, Fred Rubeck, chair
of the Department of Performing Arts,and Sue
Ott Rowlands, dean of liberal arts and human
sciences at Virginia Tech University, will also be
in the play.

Senior Tyler Alverson, who is playing a
60-year-old man, learned how to adjust his
speech and movement to be more at the speed
of a 60-year-old. He said he was intimidated
because he had never played an older character

Casey Brown
Senior Reporter

Grand Night started with just one faculty
member and five students. Twenty-one years
later, it has become one of the biggest week-
ends for music theater students.

Grand Night XXI gave students the op-
portunity to display their talents and cel-
ebrate their program. This year, it flourished
with more than 80 students and an hour-
and-a-half-long spectacle to show it all off.

The event was a celebration for the de-
partment, a recognition of the old and an
acceptance of the new. This was particularly
prominent in the Friday night show, where
old and new collided.

According to tradition, the cast closed out
the show with the song “I Will Turn to You,”
written by 2009 alum Daniel Gibson and
2010 alum Christopher Staskel. Meanwhile,
a young student committed to the Class of
2017 music theater program watched from
the audience.

The gala took on other meanings for the
performers. For some, it epitomized the op-

before.

“I feel like I'm playing the old funny uncle
who picks on everybody,” Alverson said.

Wiahl said the students have done a great
job playing the parts of older people, despite the

Sue Ott Rowlands, a dean at Virginia Tech, visited Elon to play the role of Violet Weston, the sharp-tongued

fact that they haven't acquired the life experi-
ence that a 45 or 50-year-old has.

“August: Osage County” opens April 11 in
McCrary Theatre. Tickets can be purchased at
the box office in the Center for the Arts.

RUTH GRAY | Staff Photographer

mother who is addicted to several drugs in “August: Osage County.” The play will open April 11.

Grand Night XXI: Diverse talent exhibited, program’s successes celebrated

portunity to try something new. In the case of
junior Chris McNiff, he was able to arrange
a medley of “Journey to the Past” and “Out
There” from the films “Anastasia” and “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame,” respectively, for
his class’ performance.

Senior Sean Ronayne performed with
his classmates for one of his last times on
Elon’s stage. He sang “Happy Days/Get
Happy” with his friend, junior Lucy Werner.
Ronayne said, from a senior’s perspective, he
thinks Grand Night celebrates how his class
has come into its own during its time at Elon.

“It is just fun to be a senior doing this and
see how far everyone I know has come and
just see how the seniors’ roles in the depart-
ment have shifted over time,” Ronayne said.

Members of the Class of 2016, like Lizzie
Markson, had the chance to perform on
stage for the Freshman Showcase, but Grand
Night XXT provided the opportunity to work
with upperclass peers and see what lies ahead.

“It shows us what we are working toward
and affirms in us why we came to this school
and this program,” Markson said. “It also
gives us another opportunity to be an active

part of this program and perform alongside
all of our peers.”

The collective student effort that went
into Grand Night was extensive. They audi-
tioned in front of faculty, who had the final
say on which numbers made the show, and
then students organized when and where
they would practice.

Ronayne said the senior class had to re-
hearse its number during College Coffee, the
only available time for all of them to meet.

Grand Night has turned into a reflection
of the extensive program Catherine McNee-
la, professor of performing arts, built from
the ground up. Ronayne said it gives the de-
partment as a whole a chance to show others
what they’re passionate about.

“I think Grand Night is one of the best op-
portunities [music theater students] at Elon
get to really play around on stage and figure
out who we are as performers,” Ronayne said.
“One of the best things about this program
is that they embrace how different we all are,
and Grand Night is one of the best places
where you can see people’s unique personali-
ties and stage energies show.”
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Student’s powerful documentary chosen

Jessica Petrocchi
Senior Reporter

n the state of North Carolina, gay
couples still await their right to be
married.

Elon University junior Madeline Carlin
follows a Winston-Salem couple, Frank
Benedetti and Gary Trowbridge, through
the story of their almost 50-year relation-
ship in her short documentary, “We Will
Prevail.”

“I chose the topic of gay marriage be-
cause Amendment One passed last spring
and there was just a lot going on about it
and I thought it would make a really great
topic,” Carlin said.

Amendment One, also known as the
North Carolina Same-Sex Marriage
Amendment, was a legislatively referred
constitutional amendment that was passed
in May 2012. The measure defines mar-
riage as a union of one man and one wom-
an.
Out of 832 applicants, “We Will Pre-
vail” was one of the 143 films chosen to be
played at the RiverRun International Film
Festival. The festival chooses independent
films that have not yet been distributed.

The RiverRun International Film Fes-
tival is a nonprofit cultural organization
dedicated to the role of cinema as a channel
for powerful ideas and diverse viewpoints.
Their mission is to foster a greater appreci-
ation of cinema and a deeper understand-
ing of people, cultures and perspectives of
the world through regular interaction with
great films and filmmakers.

When the documentary was filmed,
Benedetti and Trowbridge had been to-
gether for 48 years. Trowbridge said their
big goal now is to make it to 50 years and
beyond.

The couple was hoping to get married
in North Carolina, but Trowbridge said it
doesn’t look like that will happen in their
lifetime.

Carlin picked Benedetti and Trow-
bridge because of their long-lasting rela-
tionship. They were also greatly involved
in the activism efforts against the passing
of Amendment One in North Carolina.
Benedetti and Trowbridge continue to be

involved in the gay community, especially
in Winston-Salem.

“A lot of stereotypes and perceptions of
gay people I think they kind of nix,” Carlin

said. “They were great faces to be up on the
screen and representing the cause.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MARIEDITH APPANAITIS

Staff and volunteers at the RiverRun Intemational Film Festival sit in the sun outside the RiverRun headquarters. Several of these students are part of the student ambassador program.
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for RiverRun International Film Festival

Benedetti and Trowbridge have lived in
Winston-Salem since 1993 and are seen as
leaders in the gay community.

“They’ve headed up several campaigns
over the years to get the word out about
gay rights in North Carolina,” Carlin said.
“They also were part of a human rights
campaign a few years back. They went to
Congress to testify when gay marriage first
came on the slate way back in the early
2000s.”

The film not only focuses on local peo-
ple, but also a very timely and highly de-
bated topic right now. The short was filmed

both before and after the 2012 passing of
Amendment One in North Carolina.

“Marriage has a universal understand-
ing,” Trowbridge said in the film.

The 15™ annual RiverRun Internation-
al Film Festival starts April 12 and ends
April 21 in Winston-Salem. The 10-day
festival is the largest in North Carolina
and one of the largest in the entire south-
east, according to Mariedith Appanaitis,
RiverRun’s publicity coordinator. Last year
60,000 people came to the event.

A large variety of films from all genres
and lengths are screened. In 2012, the festi-

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MARIEDITH APPANAITIS
Madeline Carlin submitted her short documentary, “We Will Prevail,” to the RiverRun International Film Festival.

val had more than 140 films from 25 coun-
tries and brought almost 100 filmmakers
together from around the world, according
to the festival’s official website. Carlin’s
film, completed the spring of her sopho-
more year in 2012, focuses on the couple’s
struggles of being gay in the South.

Carlin’s mentor, Nicole Triche, encour-
aged Carlin and a few other students to
apply to the festival. While “We Will Pre-
vail” has been accepted to screen at a few
other festivals, RiverRun is the biggest so
far.

The selection process is highly competi-
tive, as many different studios and direc-
tors submit films to the festival.

“We select the ones that we think will
be the best fit for our audience and would
get the best variety for our festival,” Ap-
panaitis said.

Carlin said her biggest challenge was
the timing. As a short documentary, the
total running time of “We Will Prevail” is
under five minutes.

“Frank and Gary have such an amazing
story and have so many great tales to be
told over the course of their life together,”
Carlin said. “So it was really hard nar-
rowing in on one topic. They’re just great
people and they’ve done so many things to
promote equality.”

Benedetti and Trowbridge are no
strangers to the RiverRun community.

“They are actually two of our very favor-
ite RiverRun volunteers and they are actu-
ally very involved in every art organization
in Winston,” Appanaitis said. “They’re just
well-known as being wonderful volun-
teers.”

The couple is currently active in North
Carolina to get people talking about the
importance of same-sex marriage rights.

“We’re trying to involve people in con-
versations,” Benedetti said in the film.

Benedetti speaks frequently at church-
es and other organizations in the area to
spread the word about gay rights. He al-
lows anyone to ask questions about himself
as a person, his sexuality and his life.

“We will prevail because history tells us
that love eventually trumps hatred,” Ben-
nedetti said in a speech at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of the Highlands in

Virginia. “We will prevail because justice,
no matter how late in coming, will over-
come inequality. We will prevail because
our struggle, like others in the past, is root-
ed in basic American principles. They can-
not ever stop us from loving each other.”

In fewer than five minutes, Carlin is
able to capture powerful emotions in the
documentary. She said she wants her audi-
ence to reconsider their thoughts on equal-
ity when they see the documentary.

“Frank says in the documentary that
the most conservative thing in the world
is to promote marriage,” Carlin said. “And
I think people often think of gay marriage
as a destruction of our society and it’s not
that, and Frank and Gary prove that. They
deserve the same rights.”

Carlin’s film will be shown at 12:30 p.m.
April 14 and again at 4:15 p.m. April 19.
Tickets are available for $8 for students at
2013.riverrunfilm.com. §

301 W. ‘}{afmarc{ﬂvcmw
Flon, North Carolina 27244
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Football looks to fill holes

Andrew Wilson
Sports Editor

he makeup of the 2013 Southern

Conference football slate doesn't

change, but the landscape and the
possibilities turned drastically March 26.

With SoCon powerhouses Appalachian
State University and Georgia Southern Uni-
versity making the jump to the Football Bowl
Subdivision (FBS) level at the start of the 2014
season in the Sun Belt Conference, the two are
not eligible to officially defend the conference
title. The two teams have won at least a share
of 15 of the last 16 SoCon titles.

Wofford College no longer has fullback
Eric Breitenstein, who beat out Elon Uni-
versity receiver Aaron Mellette after the 2012
campaign for his second straight SoCon Player
of the Year award after running for more than
100 yards in all but one game in 2012, and
rushing for a SoCon record 321 yards against
Elon Sept. 29. Now, the Southern Conference
has seemingly become anybody’s to win.

“We knew this was coming,” said Confer-
ence Commissioner John Iamarino. “It stings,
there’s no question about that. To their credit,
both Appalachain State and Georgia South-
ern have been very upfront with us. I do feel
pretty good about the nine we have.”

With that in mind, Elon head football
coach Jason Swepson and his staff’ started
spring practices last week looking to solve
some question marks and fill some major holes
all over the field, starting with the signal caller.

For the second time in three years, Swep-
son and offensive coordinator Chris Pincince
will have to replace a star quarterback with the
departure of Thomas Wilson. Wilson took the
reins from Scott Riddle in Swepsons first sea-
son at Elon in 2011.

“It’s going to be a huge competition for us,”

Swepson said. “We have to replace a guy who
really stood out for us for two seasons.”

Junior Mike Quinn leads the inexperi-
enced trio of quarterbacks into spring prac-
tice with the most regular season game time
for the Phoenix. He hasn't started a game, but
he’s made seven appearances in two seasons at
Elon, completing 24 of 36 pass attempts for
147 yards.

Redshirt freshman John Loughery starts

his second season in the Elon system, but hav-
ing redshirted last year, he has not played in a
game since 2011.

Sophomore transfer quarterback Trevor
Vasey stands 6 feet 6 inches tall, making him
the tallest of the three, but he just arrived on
campus this season, seemingly pitting him be-
hind the other two quarterbacks.

“Of all three, ‘Quinny’ probably knows the
most,” Swepson said. “But we had some good
meetings in the winter time and it seems like
all three of those kids have a good understand-
ing of the playbook. Obviously Vasey just has
to catch up a little bit with the playbook and
the speed of practice, but overall it’s going to
be a great competition and I dont think the
competition is going to be settled until 10 days
before the opener.”

Graduating seniors Mellette and Jeremy
Peterson were the No. 1 and 3 receivers last

- 5

season. Behind them isn't a clear-cut playmak-
er like Mellette has been at the wideout spot
for the last three seasons. Before Mellette, it
was Terrell Hudgins starring at receiver.

“Here at Elon we've been spoiled for a
while having a big-time wideout,” Swepson
said.

Rasaun Rorie is the only senior practicing
this spring. He figures to play a key role in the
passing game this season as well as rising ju-
nior Kierre Brown.

“Rorie is trying to be a leader out here and
trying to be the next playmaker here, but we
have to find the best four or five wideouts,”
Swepson said. “We can’t worry about the stan-
dard outside receiver and inside receiver like
we've done in the past. We just have to find the
best guys and go forward.”

In the backfield with whoever ends up
winning the quarterback battle will be a trio of

AL DRAGO | Photo Editor
The Elon football team held its first spring practice April 3 on the Hunt and Tucker Practice Fields. The Phoenix will hold its first spring scrimmage at 2 p.m. April 20.

backs with limited experience, but they’ll get a
boost from the third running back in the mix
in redshirt freshman B.]. Bennett.

Bennett returns from a shoulder injury that
kept him out all of last season. He, junior Karl
Bostick and sophomore Tracey Coppedge will
battle one another for the role of lead back.

“We really missed B.]. last year because of
the shoulder injury,” Swepson said. “But he’s
a big back that can do a lot of things and I'm
anxious to see what he can do this spring.
With him in the mix, he’s going to give us a
lot more depth at the position, but we’re going
to be older than we were last year, and a little
bit more experienced. B.J. will be a big upgrade
being added to the mix.”

Facing four option offenses this season —
Georgia Tech in week one, Appalachian State
the first SoCon game of the season, Wofford
and Georgia Southern — the Phoenix needs
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as spring pract

to work on stopping the ground game, some-
thing that gashed them last season.

Former defensive coordinator Ed Pinkham
took the same position at Western Michigan
University in December.

“The emphasis is to stop the run,” Swepson
said. “Especially in this league facing all the
triple options and that’s something when we
were hiring a new defensive coordinator was
stopping the run.”

Selected to replace Pinkham is Brad Sher-
rod.

“When it comes down to it, football is still
tootball,” Swepson said. “We're starting a 4-3
front and we're going to focus on that the en-
tire spring. We’re going to try to let these guys
be aggressive and take the thinking out of it a
little bit.”

While Swepson called the defensive line
the “best position on the football field right
now,” he recognized their need to have to step
up and stop the running game if the Phoenix
is to have success in 2013.

One way he feels the team can improve
before the season even starts has already hap-
pened.

“Last year we didn't have a strength coach
until late March, so we missed an entire win-
ter,” Swepson said. “This year, he’s been with us
the whole time so I felt like we got bigger and
faster and stronger and all that we need to do
in the offseason so I really feel like we had a
true offseason this year.”

For what could be the final chance at beat-
ing Appalachian State, the Phoenix will open
SoCon play Sept. 21 against the Mountain-
eers in Rhodes Stadium. The Phoenix will
welcome Georgia Southern to Rhodes Sta-
dium Nov. 16, looking for another chance to
finish the upset the Phoenix almost pulled last
season in Statesboro, Ga., when it lost on a late
field goal 26-23.

"The competition all around this season for
the Phoenix could be a blessing in disguise,
Swepson said. Without a clear starter at many
positions, he said it adds to the player’s sense of
urgency to produce and could give the Phoe-
nix a chance to come away with a good season
come November.

“Anytime you have competition on the
tootball field you can only get better,” Swepson

said. “Obviously we're going to miss Wilson

and Mellette’s leadership skills, but it'll make
us develop the run game and make us develop
three or four other wideouts. Everyone’s excit-
ed about the challenge, but we have our work
cut out for us.”

'The Phoenix has two scrimmages leading
up to the Spring Game May 3 at Rhodes Sta-

dium.

—SPRINGSCHEDULE —

2 p.m. - Sat., April 20: Scrimmage
in Rhodes Stadium

1 p.m. - Sat., April 27: Scrimmage
in Rhodes Stadium

7 p-m. - Fri., May 3: Spring Game
in Rhodes Stadium

AL DRAGO | Photo Editor

Redshirt freshman John Loughery (11) is one of three quarterbacks in the hunt for the starting quarterback
spot when Elon opens the regular season Aug. 31 at Atlantic Coast Conference opponent Georgia Tech.
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The duo of junior Cameron Silverman (right) and sophomore Stefan Fortmann are undefeated together in conference play and have led the Elon University men’s tennis team to the top spot in the Southern Conference.

A man, his moped and a tennis racquet

Jordan Spritzer
Senior Reporter

f youre walking around Elon
University on a sunny afternoon,
you may see a loud moped cruising
around at 20 miles per hour with the
rider’s blond mullet flapping in the wind.

The rider is none other than men’s
tennis sophomore Stefan Fortmann.

The moped has a name, too: Monique.
Monique is Fortmanns pride and joy
and he loves riding around on the 1980
Honda Express.

He was first introduced to bikes in his
native South Africa when a man would
ride to his youth group on an old black
bike. Despite constant pressure from

Fortmann, the man would not sell the
bike. Yet when it came time for the man
to move, he was forced to sell the bike
after all.

“He played some tennis and I knew

he was looking for a new tennis racquet,”

Fortmann said. “I had an unused tennis
racquet laying around so I said, ‘Let’s
make a straight swap. I'll take the moped
and you’ll take the tennis racquet.”

He had traded one passion for another,
and that was Fortmann’s first bike as a
boy.

When Fortmann came to the
United States, he needed some form
of transportation. After looking on
Craigslist, he found a man who shared
Fortmann’s passion for mopeds and had

one for sale.

“He was putting a down payment on a
house and he didn’t really want to sell it,”
Fortmann said. “He actually shed a tear
because he was so attached to it. Right
before he left he said, ‘By the way, her
name is Monique.”

Fortmann is one of the many
international students at Elon and one
of five on the men’s tennis team. His
hometown of Wartburg, South Africa
is a small farming town in the province
of KwaZulu-Natal. Though fond of
his roots, the sophomore always had
ambitions of leaving his home country.

“From a young age, I always knew I
wanted to come to the United States to
play tennis,” he said.

The sophomore was able to achieve
his goal of playing tennis in the United
States through College Scholarships
USA, a London-based group that
matches international student-athletes
with colleges in America. He explained
College Scholarships USA helped create
a profile full of videos, statistics and
academics. Coaches and schools in the
United States would then receive the
profile and contact him.

There was a catch, though. Fortmann
had never visited any of the schools he
considered, and he’d never met with the
coaches face-to-face before deciding
where to go.

He is the first to admit that coming
to Elon was by chance and not initially
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something that he thought would really
come to fruition until he talked to the
coaches.

“There were a lot of other schools I was
looking at, and there were other coaches
looking at me,” Fortmann said. “But I got
along with the coach at Elon really well.
It just felt right, so I just packed my bags,
took a chance and came. It was the first
time I had come to the States.”

Fortmann said he has no regrets
displacing his life, but he also said
the environment at Elon made the
adjustment easier.

“It was more exciting than tough
because it was something I had been
looking forward to for a long time,”
Fortmann said. “Everything was new.
Everything was exciting.”

The hard part, he said, was listening to
a new coach, one he had never met prior
to agreeing to play tennis at Elon.

“I had the same coach for 11 years,’
he said. “It was a big adjustment to have
a new coach.”

In just his second season with the
Phoenix, Fortmann has become an
integral part of the young team that is
facing a difficult schedule. Fortmann said
the schedule is pulling the best out of the
team and preparing them for the stretch
at the end of the season and the Southern
Conference tournament.

“We are a young team, and yes, we
have done well,” Fortmann

said. “Three =, of our first
four  matches were against
[Atlantic Coast ,

Conference] - 'lr’ :
schools. It was a : X 2
tough start, but we /7

were only a point [

d

away from beating North Carolina State,
who’s nationally ranked. That alone tells
you the potential this team has.”

But the rigorous schedule the Phoenix
consistently plays year in and year out
against teams like N.C. State, Duke
University and the rest of the conference
schedule was a reason Fortmann was
interested in Elon.

‘I knew when I came to college I
wanted to play against the best players
in the nation,” he said. “As a sportsman,
that’s exactly what I wanted. I want to be
in matches where it is tough and even if I
do lose, it’s a good battle.”

In Fortmann’s three matches against
ACC competition, he has a 1-2 record.
His only win came against Austin Powell
of N.C. State in straight sets 7-6 (7-6),
7-5. But in his two losses, Fortmann
played all three sets. He was the only
Elon player to win a set against Duke in
the season opener. Overall, Fortmann has
prevailed in most of his battles compiling
a 14-5 record through April 7.

“He’s a good competitor,” said Elon
head coach Michael Leonard. “You know
what youre going to get with him. He’s
a tough out.”

With a young team, slip-ups and
inconsistent performances can happen.
Fortmann and the rest of the Phoenix
slipped  against Georgia  Southern
University April 7 in a match that saw
junior No. 1 Cameron Silverman miss the
singles portion of the match because of
illness. The match against the Eagles was
the first conference match of the season

in which the Phoenix found itself on the

U losing end.

“We do need to mature a bit,
but we are moving

in the right direction,” Fortmann said.
“Losing to a team you shouldn’t have lost
to should motivate you to do better.”

He thinks the Phoenix will bounce
back even though the team dropped its
first conference match with two matches
remaining before the SoCon tournament.

Fortmann has certainly proven
himself as Elon’s No. 2 singles player, but
his doubles play has been as equally as
impressive. He provides a one-two punch
at the top as the No. 1 doubles team with
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Silverman.

“Cameron has to be the most
interesting tennis player I've ever met,”
he said. “He understands his game
extremely well and plays to his strengths.
He hits some shots that sometimes you
just stand back and think, ‘How does he
do that?”

The two have great chemistry on
the court and it shows in their record.
Fortmann and Silverman are 13-3 when
they play together and a perfect 8-0 in

FILE PHOTO BY CAROLINE OLNEY
Fortmann (right) and Silverman are the No. 34 ranked doubles pair in the country as of March 26.
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conference play, good for a national
ranking of No. 34 as of the March
26 Intercollegiate Tennis Association
rankings. They are the highest ranked
duo in the Southern Conference, as the
only other pair to rank in the conference
is senior Zac Dunkle and junior Garrison
Laduca of Samford University.

“It’s great when you get to play with
someone on a consistent basis to get to
know them better,” Silverman said. “It
helps you on the court. We've done very
well this season. We have won a lot of
matches.”

According to Leonard, putting the two
together at the end of the 2012 season
was enough to make up his mind well
before the 2013 season started.

“They played great together at the
end of last year,” he said. “It was pretty
obvious they were our No. 1 team.”

As talented as Fortmann is at tennis,
he is equally as talented with another
passion of his: photography.

He can be seen taking pictures at
almost any Elon sporting event and his
pictures of the Elon Luminaries became
famous on Facebook and Twitter last
December.

Though still unsure of his future as
an undecided major, Fortmann knows
he wants to pursue opportunities in
photography or “an array of other
possibilities.”

“I would like to do something with

UPCOMING EVENTGS

photography someday,” he said. “That
and tennis are my two passions.”

He forgot his third passion, though:
Monique.

From his early days of youth tennis
in Wartburg, South Africa to his time
at Elon, Fortmann said he is thankful
for all tennis has done for his life, but he
knows there’s a lot of life ahead for he
and Monique. He doesn’t like to predict,
though.

“Tennis has gotten me places,” he said.
“I came here with an open mind and to
try and reach my full potential. Now, I try
to just focus on what I can control, which
is going to class, getting better on the
tennis courts and keep taking pictures.

We’re having fun, though.”§

StefanFortmannStats
Singles

(as of April 7)

Matches: 19
Overall: 14-5
Conference: 6-2

Doubles with
Cameron Silverman

Matches: 16
Overall: 13-3
Conference: 8-0
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AL DRAGO | Photo Editor

Fortmann can frequently be seen on the tennis courts at the Jimmy Powell Tennis Center, riding around
campus on Monique the moped, or at Elon sporting events taking pictures for the Elon athletics department.

WOMEN’S
TENNIS

WOMEN’S
TRACK&FIELD

GOLF

MEN’S
BASEBALL SOFTBALL TENNIS
UNCW UNC-CH Appalachian State
6:30 p.m. — Wed., 6 p.m. —Wed., April 10 | 2 p.m. — Wed., April 10
April 10 Chapel Hill, N.C. Boone, N.C.
Wilmington, N.C.

Western Carolina SoCon Tournament

Louisville April 13-14 April 18-21
April 12-14 Elon, N.C. Elon, N.C.
Louisville, Ky.

Appalachian State
3 p.m. —Thurs., April 10
Elon, N.C.

East Carolina
12 p.m. — Sat., April 13
Elon, N.C.

SoCon Tournament
April 18-21
Elon, N.C.

Joe Hilton Invitational
Sat., April 13
Chapel Hill, N.C.

SoCon Outdoor
Championships
April 20-21

Statesboro, Ga.

Men’s:

Coca-Cola Invitational
April 15-16
Spartanburg, S.C.

SoCon Championship
April 21-23
Daniel Island, S.C.

Women’s:

SoCon Championship
April 14-16

Hilton Head, S.C.
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It’s a gay time for America.

Last week, Time magazine released
an issue featuring either two men or two
women kissing on the
cover, with a headline
declaring, “Gay mar-
riage already won.”

The statement —
not unusual for a mag-
azine that has received
flak for presenting a
darkened photo of O.].

Simpson and, more

Jonathan Black
Managing Editor
an overstatement.

Thirty-one states
still have some level of ban on same-sex
marriage. Not exactly a victory.

'The good news is that whatever strides
same-sex marriage hasn’t made politically,

recently, a breastfeeding
mom on the cover — is

¢

it has socially. November exit polls show 83
percent of voters believe same-sex mar-
riage will be legal within the next 10 years,
and one in seven adults’ opposition to it
has turned to support, according to a Pew
Research Center survey.

While Time was declaring the victory
of gay marriage, the Supreme Court had
begun session debating the constitutional-
ity of Proposition 8 and the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA). No harsh feelings
toward Time, but its statement was a bit
too soon. The justices are obviously divided
on the issue of same-sex marriage, or, as
the eternally youthful Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg calls it, “skim-milk marriage.”

Opinions on skim milk aside, I have
faith the Supreme Court will come to the
right decision and declare both Prop 8
and DOMA unconstitutional — in a few
months, that is.

What this case has done is open my eyes
to just how aged and muddled in govern-
ment bureaucracy the justices are. They
seem to think “homosexual” is much more
widely used than “gay,” and the majority of
them seem to be concerned with the politi-
cal benefits to same-sex marriage, rather
than the emotional. Justice Antonin Scalia
didn’t even know how many states allowed
gay marriage.

For the record, Justice Scalia, it’s nine
plus Washington, D.C., the city over which
you so proudly rule in your starched black
robe.

For faculty, Elon University has taken
steps in the right direction. Domestic
partners, both same-sex and opposite sex,
can “participate in special benefits in the
same manner as full-time faculty and staft
spouses,” according to Elon’s 2012 Benefits
Summary.

@jessieb007

@elonuniversity

@stebertstebert

#firstworldanarchy

@xoGossipSquirl

know why.

Complete the grid so that every row, column and every three-by-three box contains the digits 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level: Medium

Top Tweets

Lilly Pulitzer died this morning, so if you see
girls sobbing while simultaneously wearing
something resembling a placemat, you
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* ‘Skim-milk marriage’ hasn’t won... yet

Where Elon seems to be dropping the
ball is on the student governmental level.
We elected a president who vetoed a bill to
remove Chick-fil-A, which many students
see as a harmful and discriminatory busi-
ness. Then, we almost elected another who
organized a Chick-fil-A Appreciation Day
at Elon because a nationally organized,
Tea Party-sanctioned one wasn’t enough
already.

Gay marriage hasn’t won yet, but it is
certainly making strides. When President
Obama came out in support of it in May,
he paved the way for other Democratic, and
even some Republican leaders, to announce
their support as well.

It’s time for the Supreme Court and
many Elon students to do the same: Come
out of the closet and support the cause.
Adam and Steve need all the support they

can get.

Today | went into Acorn and they brought me my usual
order before | even asked for it. Best. Day. Ever.

#elon football star Aaron Mellette is being called a “draft
day steal.” Future Raven? #elonphoenix

This morning, I've substituted paying attention/
taking notes in Media Law for eating a banana.
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RACHEL INGERSOLL | Staff Photographer
Senior Christine Mavraganis performs
Colbie Caillat’s “Brighter Than the Sun”
at an a cappella benefit concert April 6 in
Whitley Auditorium. Hosted by co-ed a cap-
pella group Twisted Measure, the concert
raised money for students affected by the
Newtown, Conn. shootings last December.
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AL DRAGO | Photo Editor
Junior Lauren Oldham (3) goes for a ball
against Longwood University in a double
header April 2. The Phoenix dropped both
games against the Lancers, 6-4 and 8-1.

R

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY ANDREW KRECH |
Students participate in the Elon Color Run
April 6 at South Campus. The run was co
hosted by Campus Recreation and Elonthon,
with participants competing through two miles
of clouds of biodegradable, washable paint.




Extras

MARIJO SAULON | Staff Photographer
Music theater majors in Elon’s Department
of Performing Arts pose during a number
in Grand Night XXI April 5 in Yeager Recital
Hall. Grand Night is an evening of song and
dance that celebrates current Broadway
musicals and old-fashioned theater alike.
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AL DRAGO | Photo Editor [0 9 :
The Elon baseball team defeated High Point ":" s
University 16-7 April 2 at Latham Park.
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AL DRAGO | Photo Editor

Junior Alpha Chi Omega Marie Brainard
performs during the first annual “Set It Off”
Stroll-Off April 6 in McKinnon Hall. The event
was co-hosted by Alpha Phi Alpha and Delta

: & " Upsilon and featured various stroll-off teams

- LN

& from around the state.



PROVENCE AND EVEI.I.IEN

TRULY DESIGNED & APPROVED
FOR UPTO 4 STUDENTS!

LARGECLOSETS
LAUNDRY/ROOMS
HIGH CEILINGS
SPACIOUS ROOMS

Call for a visit;336/266=6666 and
see where you could be living!

Provence at 807 East Haggard and Evellien at 223 Lawrence Street
THE ONLY FOUR BEDROOM fownhouses & apartments locally owned and managed in Elon
Tours provided every weekend and during the week as needed, call 336 266-6666

WWW.EVELLIEN.COM




