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MICHEAL DEMPSTER
CRIME REPORTER

Ypsilanti City Council voted unanimously 
to pass a resolution urging the Washtenaw 
County Board of Commissioners to provide 
free phone calls for all Washtenaw County 
inmates on Oct. 19. 

The resolution was proposed due to the 
high costs of telephone calls between inmates 
at Washtenaw County Jail and their families 
outside of the facility. 

The correctional telecom sector business 
annually generates $1.4 billion in revenue, 
according to the resolution. The price of 
phone calls from correctional facilities 
are being driven higher due to the wealth 
gap between minority groups and white 
individuals. 

Connecting with loved ones while 
incarcerated can reduce the rates of 
recidivism, according to the resolution. 

“Our criminal justice system needs much 
reform, and any steps to remedy its ills or 
reduce its negative effects are important to 
take,“ Ypsilanti City Councilperson Brian 
Jones-Chance, said. "Providing access to 
free calls is a small measure that the county 
could take to address the disproportionate 
impacts of an imperfect system on the Black 
and Latino populations as well as the poor.”

The resolution is currently being directed 
to the Ypsilanti City Clerk to be provided to 
the Washtenaw Board of Commissioners.

“It is important that the city request the 
County Board of Commissioners to take up 
the issue of free calls for those incarcerated in 
county facilities,“ Jones-Chance said. 

Studies by the Vera Institute and the Urban 
Institute have pointed toward a positive 
connection between family communication 
and re-entry success after incarceration. 
Expensive phone calls have been shown to 
disproportionately reduce the odds of success 
for poorer inmates, mainly minorities.

“To the extent that citizens of Ypsilanti 
are represented in the county jail system, 
I expect some small positive effects in the 
future, should the Board of Commissioners 
take this up,“ Jones-Chance said. 

Should the resolution be taken up by 
the Board of Commissioners, Ypsilanti City 
Councilperson Anthony Morgan said he 
hopes the resolution will make it easier for 
inmates to connect with their families. 

“Hopefully in the future, crime will 
decrease and inmates behind bars will be able 
to contact their families at no cost," Morgan 
said. "This will ensure that even though their 
terms are served that they are still able to 
reach out to their families for support and 
assistance.”

Ypsilanti urges free phone 
calls for inmates at 
Washtenaw County Jail

MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

Pfizer pediatric COVID-19 vaccines for 
children aged 5-11 will be available through 
the Washtenaw County Health Department 
starting Tuesday, Nov. 9. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention approved the pediatric Pfizer 
mRNA vaccine Tuesday, Nov. 2. The vaccine 
is proven to be 91% effective at preventing 
COVID-19 infection in children aged 5 -11 
through clinical trials, according to the CDC.  

The pediatric vaccinations are available at 
no cost and by appointment only, according 
to the WCHD. The vaccine clinic is located 
at 555 Towner St. in Ypsilanti, and a parent or 
guardian must be present at the appointment 
for children under the age of 18.

Available appointments will be posted 
on washtenaw.org at noon on Friday, Nov. 5, 
and Monday, Nov. 8. 

“We are very excited to start vaccinating 
younger children,” Jimena Loveluck, health 
officer for Washtenaw County Health 
Department, said in a written statement. 

“Vaccination continues to be our best tool for 
protecting individuals from serious illness 
and limiting the impact of COVID overall. 
Combining vaccination with non-medical 
interventions like masks, distance, and 
isolation or quarantine, provides as much 
protection as possible.”

Pediatric COVID-19 vaccines are 
expected to be widely available, WCHD 
said. 

“Importantly, we do not expect vaccine 
supplies to be limited for our 5 to 11-year 
old children,” Loveluck said in a written 
statement. “Please be patient with us and 
other vaccine providers. More and more 
opportunities for these vaccinations are 
coming as we and others finalize plans and 
announce dates.”

Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson 
initial and booster shots are available for 
adults at the health department's clinic on a 
walk-in basis. 

More information about the COVID-19 
vaccine and appointments can be found on 
the Washtenaw County Health Department's 
website, www.washtenaw.org. 

Pfizer COVID-19 vaccinations for 
children available in Washtenaw 
County starting Nov. 9AREENA BASMADJIAN

NEWS REPORTER

The annual United Nations Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties, or more 
commonly dubbed this year as COP26, has 
kicked off once again for the 26th iteration.

This year, the conference is hosted jointly 
between the United Kingdom and Italy and 
is being held at the Scottish Event Campus in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 

From Nov. 1-12, world leaders will 
discuss and assess the global progress against 
climate change. 

The last major progress from the climate 
conference was from the COP21 in Paris, 
France, in which world leaders agreed 
that a new international treaty, the Paris 
Agreement, would be necessary to address 
the issue of climate change. 

Since COP26 marks the fifth anniversary 
since the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement, an important anniversary as the 
treaty requires the members to revisit their 
promises every five years. In addition, it 
also states that, if conditions allow it, to add 
further goals to tackle climate change. 

However, the conference began with a 
disappointing start. 

G20 leaders were met with discontent 
from climate activists as they criticized the 
lack of concrete commitments among them.

The lack of commitments hasn’t gone 
unnoticed among world leaders as well.

“There’s no question that Canada, along 
with a number of other countries, would 
have liked stronger language and stronger 
commitments on the fight against climate 
change,”  Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said.

This is just one of the other issues faced 
at this conference. In addition to the lack of 
commitments, the member states also failed 
to keep global warming below 1.5 degrees 
Celsius, a goal which they agreed to commit 
to in the Paris Agreement. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) reports that global warming 
went beyond the temperature of 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. 

“Adaptation will be less difficult. Our 
world will suffer less negative impacts on 
intensity and frequency of extreme events, 
on resources, ecosystems, biodiversity, 
food security, cities, tourism, and carbon 
removal,” reports the IPCC regarding the 
importance of maintaining global warming 
below the goal of 1.5 degrees celsius. 

However, some have not given up hope 

on this goal yet. 
“We can keep the goal of limiting global 

warming to just 1.5 degrees Celsius within 
our reach if we come together, if we commit 
to doing our part of each of our nations with 
determination and with ambition,”  President 
Biden said. “That’s what COP26 is all 
about.”

Biden also announced launching the 
Global Methane Pledge with the European 
Union. This pledge aims to collectively 
reduce methane emissions by at least 30% 
by the end of the decade. 

The United States isn’t the only country 
to announce a major pledge. 

India’s prime minister, Narendra Modi, 
also announced their pledge that India will 
increase renewable energy sources and to 
achieve net zero emissions for India by 2070. 

India is one of the top countries with 
the highest greenhouse gas emissions. 
Notably, the country with the highest rate 
of emissions, China, was absent during the 
U.N. climate conference. 

“Let this be the start of a decade of 
transformative action that preserves our 
planet and raises the quality of life for people 
everywhere,” Biden said. “We can do this. 
We just have to make a choice to do it.” 

President Biden calls for 
further action against 
climate change at COP26
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TORY WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University will host 
the 2021 Digital Marketing Workshop 
through online panels from Monday, Nov. 8 
to Thursday, Nov. 11. 

The workshop, titled “Digital 
Renaissance," will offer “expert insight into 
the fields of marketing, entrepreneurship, 
digital infrastructure, PR, and more,” the 
university said. 

A luncheon will be held once the 
workshop is complete on Friday, Nov. 12, at 
the EMU Student Center. The luncheon will 
feature Brent Bowles, the vice president of 
Digital Marketing at Wells Fargo. 

“Brent will highlight the challenges 
of building digital marketing in a highly 
regulated sector, managing a distributed 
workforce, and emerging trends in digital 
finance,” Bud Gibson, a marketing professor 
at the EMU Center for Digital Engagement, 
said. 

Bowles will be featured at the workshop 
alongside speakers from other notable 
organizations, such as the Sam Bernstein 
Law Firm, Google, Pinterest, The Lip 
Bar, Skidmore Studio, and Green Route, 
according to the university. 

“Like years past, our goal each day of 
the workshop is to leave attendees with 
actionable insights that they can apply 
directly in their digital marketing efforts,“ 
Gibson said. 

There will be significant changes in the 
digital landscape in the coming years, the 
university said. The need and desire for more 
media-based approaches to connect with the 
world are essential, and the workshop centers 
around the revival of digital and how it will 
continue to alter the marketing industry.

To attend a session, pre-register 
at thedigitalmarketingworkshop.com. 
According to the university, all luncheon 
attendees must follow EMU’s COVID-19 
protocols for indoor events, including the 
day of screening and masking as described 
via the EMU Safe program.

Those interested in participating can 
register via Eventbrite for a discounted $20 
by using the code DMW2021.

Eastern Michigan University 
to host 2021 Digital Marketing 
Workshop BREANNA HARRIS

NEWS REPORTER

After the COVID-19 pandemic, an 
increase of students struggled with their 
mental health. However, therapy animal 
sessions and mind break days may help some 
people.

The Happiness Hop is once a month 
at Eastern Michigan University, the first 
session on Nov. 10, and the next on Dec. 7. 
The Happiness Hop will be held in room 315 
at the EMU Student Center. The Wellness 
Woof is hosted every other week, the next 
being on Nov. 16, from 4-6 p.m. at the 
Student Center ballroom. 

EMU holds these wellness events with 
dogs and bunnies, Nicholas Pomante, 
the main group leader for the wellness of 
students at EMU, said. The dogs are donated 
by a veterinary center and the bunnies are 
donated the days they are needed by EMU 

Professor, Dr. Amy Shell-Gellasch, he said.
Pomante believes the animal sessions 

they hold every month can create a safe 
space to communicate with peers and let go 
of stress.

“Students that may not know each other 
or come from different backgrounds, come 
to this event and have a shared experience 
with each other to bond over the animal 
itself,” Pomante said. 

Activities for participants are also 
available at these events.

“I always have adult coloring books there 
and board games,“ Pomante said. “So it 
offers the time and space for students to sit 
and meditate and communicate with people 
they may have not met before.” 

To find out more about events such as 
these, happening virtually or in-person, look 
on the “What’s Happening” tab on the EMU 
Engage app, or check the EMU calendar at 
today.emich.edu. All events will be posted 
on there as they are updated. 

Bunnies and dogs at EMU 
available for students who 
need a mental health break
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CAMERON SANTANGELO 
& MARIE WHITE
OPINIONS COLUMNISTS

For a film this big, it was only fitting that 
two reviewers came together. The Eternals is 
such a large film for the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe that two Echo writers have come 
together to share our thoughts and take 
on this film. I, Cameron Santangelo, your 
trusted Eastern Echo movie reviewer, have 
teamed up with our other trusted reviewer 
Marie White to discuss this film, hopefully, 
this is the first of many! With that being said, 
let's dive into this massive MCU project!

Synopsis
Eternals is a completely different type 

of Marvel movie set inside the Marvel 
cinematic universe. Eternals follows the 
story of a race of immortal beings sent from 
Olympia to protect the earth from deviants 
that rain havoc. The Eternals must live 
alongside humankind and follow the rules 
given to them by a celestial being Arishem.

What worked in the film?
Marie: I truly just want to take the whole 

movie and shove it into this review, but I’ll 
pick some of the things that were on top. 
The story as a whole, made me melt. It felt 
so unbelievably fresh, and not just another 
Avengers movie, which I love, don’t get me 
wrong. Seeing new characters (good and 
bad), new creatures (apart from the usual 
MCU things), and just overall a new type of 
Marvel movie inside the MCU is amazing

The cultural aspects of the movie were 
top-notch. The characters’ names themselves 
are ancient and they play on all the myths and 
legends that go with them. Ikaris, Thena and 
Cersi, just to name a few. I’m a sucker for 
mythology, so these callbacks throughout the 
film to all these different tales just made me 
absolutely giddy.

Representation in this movie was great 
(and should be the norm). Marvel has 
been in it deep with their lack of LGBTQ+ 
representation in their movies, but this movie 
was a step in the right direction. Not only 
was there LGBTQ+ representation, but also 
a deaf character and people of many different 
races and cultures appreciated throughout 
the film. It’s important for people to see 
themselves in movies, especially children 
(though I’m not sure if this movie is entirely 
right for little eyes).

Cam: This is a lot of film to cram into a 
small review, but here goes. Marie makes 
a great point about representation. The 
representation of LBGTQ+ was excellent 
here. Superhero films in general have 
a lack of LBGTQ+ representation and 
that particular character was also African 
American, so a double plus for that. Having a 
deaf character was a great touch. Now we are 
seeing more and more deaf representation in 
films. Representation matters to people. 

Overall, the world-building was decently 
done in my opinion. This film did not make 
me wonder about the setting like Dune or 
other Marvel films like Guardians or Thor. 
We get the Eternals going from time period to 
time period which builds on the fact that they 
were always within society just observing. 
This makes me wonder why this film did not 
take more chances with explaining where 
they were during the Avengers time and how 
they interpreted those events in their eyes. 
The world building was handled decently, I 
just wish more was explained. 

Kit Harrington was, in my opinion, one 
of the biggest stars of the film in the short 
time he had. He made me laugh and his 
overall acting touch gave the film more of 

the feel that Chloe Zhao was going for here. 
Personally, this film made me wonder more 
about his character background more than 
Eternals. Obviously, his character means 
a lot to the MCU, but that will come much 
more down the line. 

What did not work in the film?
Marie: Honestly I don’t have many 

criticisms with this movie, but there are just 
a few things I can nitpick. First, I wish there 
was just more character development all 
around. I know it’s extremely hard to give 
enough time to every character (especially 
when there are 10 Eternals themselves), 
but I truly just wanted more. I knew the 
celestial being (Arishem) was important in 
the beginning, but we didn’t find out much 
about the celestials till a little over halfway 
through the film. It does make sense after 
you know their purpose but in the beginning, 
it’s just a lot of characters (and things) being 
introduced all at once. This does make sense 
seeing that it is the first Eternals movie, and 
characters need to be introduced and built 
up. But it just had a lot of characters and you 
only got sneak peeks into their lives.

This point leads into the next, being that 
I just wanted more from the film in general. 
Like I said I’m nitpicking, but I just wanted 
more information throughout the film as a 
whole. It ran a little over 2 and ½ hours, but I 
could’ve gone for 3+ hours of this film (I’m 
very greedy).

Cam: Gosh Marie is going to make me 
sound like a contrarian here! There were 
things that just did not work for me in this 
film. Starting off is the lead couple Ikaris 
and Cersi(sorry to spoil). They just did not 
have chemistry in this movie. This felt very 
forced and driven just for the overall plot of 
the film and to create a dramatic plot device. 
They did make me believe as a viewer that 
they could ever be a couple. Plus, that cringe-
worthy sex scene between them made me 
uncomfortable. Not a great choice by MCU 
here. 

To be honest, I did not find the Eternals 
particularly interesting. The backstories 
behind these characters just were not enough 
for me to be honestly curious about them. 
They were more so presented as these 
undying beings that are super strong and then 
that was it. 

The overall pacing on this film was not 
strong. It took about an hour for the story 
to pick up and get going. Now that is on 
the overall direction of the film and story. 
This could have been done much better in 
my opinion. Chloe Zhao is great, but this 
film just did not make me feel excited as 
previous Marvel films like Shang Chi or 
Black Widow. Maybe Chloe was going for a 
much more serious tone with more character-
driven plots. If that is the direction, then it 
should've been done with much faster pacing 
and excitement. 

Last thoughts and overall rating: 
Marie: To truly enjoy Eternals you need 

to look at it with a new set of eyes and not 
expect or compare it to a Marvel Avengers 
movie. Eternals is a new wave of superheroes 
that truly has me excited to see what comes 
next in the MCU. If you have or haven’t seen 
Marvel movies before this is an amazingly 
fresh take to see. I give Eternals a 5/5, and 
I’m simply in love with this movie.

Cam: Eternals was different and went off 
of the typical Marvel formula. This Marvel 
film was definitely in the middle of the pack 
for all of the MCU films that have come 
before it. Chloe Zhao took chances, some 
paid off and some did not. Eternals will get a 
3/5 for me. By the way, stick around for the 
credits, they will not disappoint. 

Review: Eternals 
from the point
of view of two
college students

PIPER COE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Kyle Lucia Wu’s debut novel, “Win Me 
Something,” released Nov. 2, traces from 
childhood to young adulthood twenty-four-
year-old Willa Chen’s desperation to be seen 
when she takes on a part-time job as a nanny 
for a wealthy white family in New York.

Growing up as a biracial Chinese 
American girl, Willa was invisible in all 
aspects of her life. She felt unseen at school 
and at work, and when her parents divorced 
early in her life, both starting new lives 
and new families, Willa remained on the 
outside—a stranger in both homes. 

As time passed, she learned to ignore the 
unsettling feeling inside her. But when she 

begins to nanny Bijou, the precocious nine-
year-old daughter of the wealthy Nathalie 
and Gabe Adrien, Willa enters a world 
dissimilar from the one she grew up in. She is 
suddenly faced with memories from the past 
and begins to examine who she is, who she 
wants to be, and what it meant to grow up in 
a place she could never truly call her home.

Willa is an awkward character; she is 
self-conscious, says the wrong things at 
the wrong times, and makes mistakes that 
had my shoulders shrug to my ears. I do, 
however, think that this makes her more 
believable, as Wu captures the conflicted and 
confusing feelings of a person going through 
change perfectly in Willa’s character. The 
story centers around exploration— to do 
this requires making mistakes, illustrated by 

Willa’s behaviors and inner thoughts.
Although it is not plot-heavy, the novel 

is compelling; the present-day narration 
is complemented with interspersed scenes 
from Willa’s childhood, as her memories of 
loneliness and distant parents are juxtaposed 
with Bijou’s desirable lifestyle. Wu’s writing 
style, though nuanced, is fluid, making it 
an easy read. The novel felt slow at times, 
seeming to mirror the way real-life moves, 
but does not get boring.  

“Win Me Something” is an observant 
coming-of-age story that explores the 
complexities of growing up caught between 
worlds. I would recommend this novel and 
give it 4/5 stars. 

Review: "Win Me Something" 
by Kyle Wu

AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Fall is such a beautiful time of the year 
that is filled with color, freezing cold weather, 
and great music. This season is the perfect 
time for late night drives and brisk nature 
walks, which means you need the perfect 
playlist to match the occasion. In celebration 
of this time of year, here are ten songs that 
you should add to your fall playlist: 

The first song is "Love Affair,” and 
it belongs to the late rapper Mac Miller. 
This song comes from his other alias Larry 
Lovestein. He released only one official 
album under this name yet it is packed with 
great soulful music. This is the perfect song 
to play when you're cuddled up with your 
significant other in this cold weather.

Next is an indie rock classic “Tommy’s 
Party” by Peach Pit, specifically the 
Audiotree live version. While the song is 
talking about a fun night at a party it gives 
a slow and reminiscent feeling. The calming 
chords played throughout the song can draw 
comparison to the falling of red, yellow and 
orange leaves.

This song, “Netflix and Dusse,” comes 
from a truly underrated talent named Smino. 

The St. Louis rapper comes in with his silky 
voice which is paired with this xylophonic 
beat, which creates an amazing song. Just 
like the song says, this is the perfect song to 
play while indoors having a good time.

Kali Uchis has been growing in 
popularity within the past few years. 
However, this song, “Speed" which was 
produced by Tyler the Creator comes from 
early on in her career.  In an interview with 
Genius she said I wanted it to feel like you 
were riding into the sunset with your girls, 
and then the darkness comes and that’s when 
‘Speed’ comes on.

Now this song is one of my favorites from 
this list. “Hey Kids” is a great Fall tune. The 
beat is psychedelic and almost decomposing, 
and this can make the listener feel as if 
they are endlessly free falling. That is why 
it pairs perfectly with the trees and nature 
around calmly dying. If you're looking for an 
alternative sound this is for you.

The famed r&b star SZA is more known 
for her album “Ctrl” but not many give credit 
to her other project “Z,” which is where this 
song “Warm Winds” comes from. Paired 
along with her dynamic label partner Isaiah 
Rashad they create a warming combination. 
This entire album including this song gives 

cool Fall energy.
The boy band Brockhampton is filled 

with talented members, one of them 
including Matt Champions.  “Mansions” is a 
dreamy single that is perfect for a late night 
drive. If any song imitates the cozy yet cold 
feeling of Fall it is this song.

Yves Tumor is a talented artist known for 
his experimental rock and alternative music. 
This dramatic single “Kerosene!" is one of 
his best works. This dark song is perfect for 
this time of the year and will send a chill 
down your spine.

Moses Sumney is a talented Ghana 
artist that gained attention after his Color 
Studios performance. “Polly” is a sad and 
uncomfortable song about love. It is filled 
with emotions and is just as colorful as the 
Autumn leaves.

Finally, this is one of Travis Scott's songs 
that often gets overlooked over his vast 
discography. Even though this song, “sdp 
interlude” is focused on partying and drugs it 
is a great song to listen to by yourself. If any 
rap song emulates fall vibes this is it.

That’ll wrap up this season of Echo song 
picks. Look for an article in the Winter to 
help your spruce up your new year playlists.

Opinions: 10 songs
for your fall playlist 

SOPHIA LEVEQUE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

You heard it before you took the 
ACT, before an important game, and 
before your first midterms: “Make sure 
you get a good breakfast.” Unfortunately 
when this was instructed, it was rarely 
accompanied with a reasoning, or 
even with an example of what a “good 
breakfast” looks like. Nope, it’s not just 
a granola bar or a stack of pancakes. 

So then… what really is a good 
breakfast? A good breakfast starts out as 
a balanced meal, and turns into a good 
habit. Understanding healthy eating can 
be complicated, especially in today’s 
age where there seems to be hundreds 
of diet options that exist. It’s important 
to recognize that eating healthy is not 
strictly following a diet. In most cases, 
it can be accomplished by switching 
out the obviously bad foods for a more 
nutritious option. Another thing to 
remember before embarking on your 
health journey is that no two bodies are 

alike, and different things work better 
for certain people.

How do you find what works best for 
you? Starting is often the most difficult 
phase because it requires a habit change 
that may need some experimentation. If 
you’re stuck, here are some suggestions 
to help you get started on a healthier 
lifestyle:

-        Keep your body on a predictable 
eating schedule 

-        Don’t start your day with a 
sugary breakfast - it can lead to sugar 
cravings throughout the day 

-        Decrease the amount of fried 
and greasy foods you eat 

-        Increase your intake of fruits 
and vegetables

-        Limit sugary snacks
-        Drink a glass of water for every 

carbonated drink you consume
-        Most importantly, listen to your 

body
Now that we’ve established what 

healthy eating can look like, let’s look 
at why it matters so much to your life, 

especially as a student. Studies show 
that eating healthy makes a significant 
impact in a student’s performance. 
Higher grades, improved memory, 
attentiveness, and faster information 
processing have all been related to 
healthy eating. This is due to the fact 
that more fiber, fat, and protein content 
keeps a person fuller longer, allowing 
them to maintain their attention and 
energy for longer durations of time. 
On the flip side, students who stick to 
unhealthy sources of food tend to suffer 
with lower grades, shorter attention 
spans, and most alarmingly, an increased 
risk of sickness. In order for your mind 
to operate to it’s greatest capacity, you 
must treat your body properly and fuel it 
with good, nutritious foods.

If along the way, you see yourself 
struggling against certain obstacles, 
this website offers great solutions for 
college students when it comes to meal 
plans, prices, and time management: 
affordablecollegesonline.org.

Opinion: Healthy body, 
healthy mind
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 568 Medium Previous solution - Easy
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EMU crowned king: Men’s 
Cross Country wins 25th 
MAC Championship 

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan cross country team 
hosted the 2021 MAC championship at the 
Eagle’s Crest Country Club on Oct. 30.

Eastern Michigan’s men's cross country 
team was able to defend their title and win 
their 25th MAC championship, which is also 
their 15th consecutive win in the past 17 
years. 

“When I started here in January my goal 
was to try to keep the level of success the 
program has had, now we’ve won 15 in the 
last 17 MAC cross country titles”,  Coach 
Mark Rinker said.

Junior, Baldvin Magnusson earned 
1st overall in the men’s 8k with a time of 
24:05.7. The last Eagle to earn that title was 

Hylnur Andersson in 2017.
Additionally, four members of the men’s 

team were able to achieve personal bests in 
the 8k: Toby Gualter (24:15.1), Josh Hill 
(24:31.7), Noah Perrin (25:06.2), and Linus 
Vennemann (25:08.6). Gualter, Hill, and 
Magnusson were also named All-MAC First 
Team. In addition, Chris Devaney and Andy 
Payne were named All-MAC Second Team.

“Last year our 5th man was 20th and this 
year our 8th man was 19th, that was a piece 
that was most satisfying, that the team as a 
whole has gotten better. We have 16 guys on 
the roster, 1-16 I think everybody did better 
than they ever did, that's the piece I was most 
proud of and excited about”, Rinker said.

The accomplishments don’t stop there, 
men’s cross country coach Mark Rinker was 
also awarded MAC Men's Cross Country 
Coach of the Year. 

“I think that winning coach of the year is 
more of a testament to the guys winning the 
meet,“ Rinker said. "I was excited, excited to 
be able to celebrate another award with the 
guys.”

The women’s team finished 9th overall, 
with four runners achieving personal-bests in 
the 6k: Marta Moreno (21:55.4), Lexi Seifert 
(22:00.8), Chloie Musta (23:19.7) and Ella 
Garvin (24:47.1).

Next up for the Eagles is the Great Lakes 
Regional set to be hosted Nov.12 at the 
University of Evansville, where the top two 
teams will advance to qualify for the NCAA 
Championships.

“We’re ranked 7th in the region, so our 
goal is to perform better than our ranking 
and ideally try to get into the top 5 and give 
ourselves a chance to potentially run in the 
NCAA Championship,” Rinker said.

PHOTO BY JANINA POLLATZV
THE MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM STARTS THE RACE DURING THE MAC CHAMPIONSHIP MEET AT CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
UNIVERSITY IN MOUNT PLEASANT ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST, 2014.

EMU 2021-22 women's 
basketball team preview 

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan’s Women’s basketball 
are preparing to start their season, and 
Eastern Michigan women’s basketball team 
is ready to bounce back from their first round 
exit in the MAC tournament last season. 

The Eagles hosted Concordia University 
on Monday, Nov. 1, inside the Convocation 
Center for an exhibition game. 

It was their only exhibition matchup of 
the pre-season, as they get ready to tip-off the 
regular season on Tuesday, Nov. 9, at noon 
against Youngstown State University inside 
the Convocation Center.

Fred Castro will begin his sixth season 
in charge of the Eastern Michigan women's 
basketball program. For the past 19 years, 

Castro has worked his way to the top starting 
as a student manager, to now running the 
program. Last season he led the program 
through many challenges that came as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, as they 
were still able to produce a 10-10 record, 
which qualified them for the annual MAC 
tournament that was held in Cleveland, Ohio.  

Joining the staff for his first season is 
veteran coach Kevin Mondro. Mondro 
isn’t new to EMU, he just finished his 10th 
year as a member of the Eastern Michigan 
men's basketball program and his fourth 
as the Associate Head Coach in 2020-21. 
Mondro is a 1997 graduate of the University 
of Detroit Mercy where he earned three 
basketball letters playing for the Titans. 

This year’s Lady Eagles feature lots of 
returning talent, true freshman, and stellar 

transfers from across the country. 
The team was selected fifth overall in the 

MAC pre-season coaches poll. The poll is 
conducted of the league's head coaches, with 
each providing their predictions. 

Eastern did also have a student-athlete 
earn a bid on the preseason All-MAC teams, 
as redshirt senior Areanna Combs was 
selected a spot on the first team. 

After the season opener against 
Youngstown State, EMU will play two more 
games, Saturday Nov. 13, against Detroit 
Mercy, and Thursday, Nov. 18, against Grace 
Christian. This will round out its three-game, 
season-opening home slate.

For information on where to watch, team 
schedules, and more on Eastern Michigan 
women’s basketball, visit EMUEagles.com. 

PHOTO BY JOE ISREAL
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY’S WOMEN’S BASKETBALL SEASON BEGAN WEDNESDAY, NOV. 1 WITH A 70-57 EXHIBITION 
WIN AGAINST HILLSDALE COLLEGE. FOR THE 2017-18 SQUAD, THERE'S A LOT MORE TO PROVE AFTER A ROUGH SEASON LAST 
YEAR HAD THE LADY EAGLES FINISHING WITH A 6-25 RECORD IN HEAD COACH FRED CASTRO'S INAUGURAL SEASON.

EMU football 
achieves Bowl game 
eligibility after 52-49 
victory against Toledo

JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University Eagles 
football team faced the University of Toledo 
Rockets on Nov. 2  at The Glass Bowl in 
Toledo, OH. After trailing the Rockets 28-
24 at halftime, EMU clawed back to claim a 
victory of 52-49 over the Rockets.

 Eastern Michigan’s latest win against 
Toledo was their first Glass Bowl win since 
1999.

The Eastern Michigan Eagles, 6-3 
overall, 3-2 in Mid-American Conference, 
garnered bowl eligibility for the sixth time in 
history and the fourth time under head coach 
Chris Creighton since he started coaching at 
Eastern in 2013.

Quarterback Ben Bryant totaled 354 
yards passing, throwing three touchdowns 
and one interception against the Toledo 
Rockets.

Wide Receiver Hassan Beydoun had 
a fantastic game, catching 12 passes for 
197 yards and two touchdowns. Eastern 
Michigan welcomed back wide receiver, 

Tanner Knue from injury. In his return, Knue 
completed six catches, amounting to 55 
yards and one touchdown. Wide Receiver 
Dylan Drummond recorded a touchdown in 
the third quarter.

EMU utilized the entire running back 
depth chart. Jawon Hamilton led EMU 
in rushing yards with 64 yards and one 
touchdown, averaging 7.1 yards per carry. 
Darius Boone Jr. added 63 rushing yards, 
averaging 4.2 yards per carry. Running Back 
Samson Evans scored two touchdowns, one 
in each half of the matchup.

The Eagles defense had a strong 
showcase, completing five sacks. Defensive 
Back Russell Vaden completed one 
interception. Defensive End Jose Ramirez 
collected 10 tackles, two sacks, 3.0 TFL, and 
forced a fumble to win the game. Linebacker 
Terry Myrick also had nine tackles and 
recovered one fumble.

Tune in next week as EMU returns 
home to play Ohio University (2-7 record, 
beating Akron and Miami Ohio) on Nov. 9 
in Rynearson Stadium at 7 p.m. You can also 
watch on ESPN2 or listen at 89.1 WEMU.

PHOTO BY JANINA POLLATZV

Students can file classifieds for free. 
Contact editor@easternecho.com


