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ERIN FLYNN
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Dr. Petra Kuppers, 2022-23 McAndless 
Distinguished Professor Chair, hopes to 
broaden the understanding of disability 
culture through art, history and knowledge. 
Kuppers will be presenting a talk at Eastern 
Michigan University titled “Disability 
Histories: Arts-Based Methods, Archives 
and Futures,” on Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 6 p.m. 
in the Student Center Ballroom. 

Established in 1986 through a generous 
gift from the late M. Thelma McAndless, 
Professor of English Language and 
Literature, the McAndless Professor is a 
visiting scholar of national prominence in 
the arts or humanities. 

“Departments and schools make 
nominations for the following year’s 
McAndless Professorship,“ Dr. James 
Egge, professor and interim associate dean 
of programs in Eastern’s College of Arts 
and Sciences, said. “A faculty committee 
reviews the nominations and recommends 
a candidate to the Dean of the College.”

Kuppers work as a scholar, writer, 
and artist has granted her the McAndless 
Professorship, in which many feel is well 
deserved.

“Petra Kuppers is a wonderfully 
creative scholar whose work spans dance, 
theater, creative writing, visual arts, critical 
disability studies, and feminist studies, 
she is a leading scholar of disability 
performance,” Egge said. 

Kuppers upcoming lecture will be 
one of her many accomplishments during 
her McAndless Professorship. Audiences 
will witness her search for disabled 
dance ancestors at the New York Public 
Library Dance Archives. She will look for 
“disabled” and “mad” people in the archive, 
“for the ways that labels like handicapped, 
disabled, crip, psych, and mad travel and 
intertwine, shift and change in library 
cataloging systems, in the words of people 
describing one another, and describing 
themselves.”

She will also discuss why disabled 
artists are not always included in disability 
history. Through the use of images and 
videos, she will introduce a range of 

international disabled dance artists as 
they engage in embodies transmission of 
knowledge. 

“It’s important to advocate for corporeal 
knowledge like dance and movement,“ 
Kuppers said. “In this archive dance I use 
corporeal knowledge and gestural work 
as forms of communication. I invite my 
audiences to engage in these gestures as 
well, and to track how that feels, what 
the gestures communicate.”

Not only is her scholarly work well 
recognized throughout the disabled 
community, but her work as a disability 
culture activist is as well. She recognizes 
that giving those who are disabled access to 
places that aren’t always accessible to them 
is important.

“That is the biggest step of this work,” 
Kuppers said. “That we can move from 
having to rely on the kindness of strangers 
– which is often offered, and I am glad to 
take it when it’s being offered. But there are 
many places in which this civil rights issue 
exists because not everything is always 
accessible to everyone.”

Recognized professor to visit EMU for
talk on disability culture and history

REC/IM offers new programs 
for students after renovations
JOUD BAMEHRIZ
OPINIONS EDITOR
   

Eastern Michigan University has been 
renovating the REC/IM throughout the past 
few years and many students are rushing to 
work out in the fresh space with all of the 
new equipment. 

While many previously offered fitness 
classes were stopped due to the pandemic, 
the newly-renovated building is now 
introducing a virtual wellness app, personal 
training and new group fitness programs. 

Wellbeats
With a Rec/IM membership, students 

can now access a virtual wellness app 
called “Wellbeats” free of charge, courtesy 
of the Division of Student Affairs. 

Wellbeats offers a holistic approach 
to healthy living, with hundreds of 24/7 
fitness classes with dozens of diverse 
instructors and at-home tips to maintain 
wellness.

Students can find instructions on how to 
access Wellbeats on the REC/IM website’s 
Health & Fitness tab. 

Personal training
Additionally, the 

Rec/IM is offering 
virtual and in-person 
personal training 
sessions to help get 
students moving. 

To request a 
consultation with 
a NCCA-certified 
personal trainer, 
students can visit the 
recreational center’s 
personal training page 
and fill out a fitness 

assessment form. The form allows students 
to choose trainer preferences and answer 
questions about their fitness goals to find 
the perfect fit for them. 

Group fitness
Starting back up this semester, the REC/

IM is offering a variety of group fitness 
programs that students can participate 
in. The programs are offered multiple 
times during the week from Monday 
through Thursday. Students must register 
in advance to reserve a spot in one of the 
classes. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays, indoor 
cycling will be offered from 4-4:45 p.m. 
and kickboxing will be offered from 5-6 
p.m.

Butts and guts, a class for strengthening 
glutes and core muscles, will be held just 
once a week on Wednesdays from 6:30-
7:15 p.m. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, yoga is 
offered from 11:15 a.m.-12 p.m., TRX 
bootcamp from 4-4:45 p.m., Wellbeats 
Barre from 5-5:30 p.m. and resistance 
training from 6:30-7:15 p.m. 

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Dr. Aaron Liepman, an EMU Biology 
professor, has created over two dozen 
custom LEGO mosaics over the past nine 
years outside of his teaching career.

Dr. Liepman, who is known as Brick 
Maniac in his other passion, creates custom 
LEGO mosaics by hand. 

One of his many pieces is currently 
mounted in the Downtown Ann Arbor 
Library celebrating MLK Day and Black 
History Month. The piece is a depiction 
of a famous photo by Steve Schapiro of 
the march for voting rights with Ralph 
Abernathy, James Forman, Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Rev. Jesse Douglas, and 
John Lewis leading the march arm in arm.

This piece is made using over 16,000 
hand painted LEGO bricks and took over 
three months of freetime to create, after 
starting the piece in fall of 2022. The 
mosaic, which is nearly eight feet wide and 
over three feet tall, currently hangs inside 
the first floor event space in the library.

Liepman has another MLK-themed 
piece called "Revolutionary,” which 
he created in 2021, that sparked the 
relationship between the library. Ann Arbor 
Library holds an annual all ages LEGO 

building contest every August. Despite 
his piece not fitting the guidelines of the 
contest, he was told to bring in the piece 
anyways to show.

The organizers of the event loved Dr. 
Liepman's piece and asked if they could 
display it for MLK day and Black History 
Month. The communications between 
him and the library took a while, so 
"Revolutionary’" was sent to California 
to be displayed. That's when he began the 
piece "Selma to Montgomery,“ and showed 
that one to the library. 

“I found this image and loved it so I 
went for it,” Dr. Liepman said. “When they 
contacted me about revolutionary I said 
‘revolutionary’ is gone but I worked on 
another one how bout that.”

"Selma to Montgomery” was a 
challenge for him. While the idea and 
creation of the bricks wasn't hard, the 
execution was hard with the sheer size of 
the piece. 

“If I see an image that I want to spend 
more time with, that can be really good 
inspiration for me,” Dr. Liepman said.

Liepman started this passion later in 
life as he discovered a LEGO mosaic when 
visiting the Chicago LEGO store in his late 
30s. There isn't a direct correlation between 
his career and mosaics. It's a passion he 
does outside of work that he believes 

creates a balance in his life.
“All of this is a work in progress,” Dr. 

Liepman said. “My scientific mindset helps 
me in this sort of art, I keep good notes, I 
ask questions, and do experiments with my 
art in the same way I do in my lab.”

He keeps improving his craft over the 
years, first beginning with spray painting 
his individual bricks to now mixing 
custom formulations of artist grade acrylics 
himself. He keeps improving his craft to 
figure out things that work and don't work, 
with the goal of always trying to improve.

“Perfect is a pretty high standard, and 
I’m not there yet,” Dr. Liepman said. 
“Every different piece I create teaches me 
something.”

Every piece to him is imperfect, but he 
keeps going and striving for improvement 
with every new piece. 

“Learning by doing can be a good way 
to learn,” he said. “If you're interested 
in something why not try it and see what 
happens, approach it as an experiment.”

His pieces reside all over the country 
from his Michelle Obama portrait being 
displayed in the family health center in 
Kalamazoo, his Jackie Robinson piece in 
Memphis, Tennessee, his unicorn piece up 
north, and a piece in his hometown library 
of Saline.

LEGO mosaic by EMU professor 
celebrates Black History Month
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AARON HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR

Artists face plenty of pressure when 
releasing music. Due to the high standards 
that fans hold them to or other outside 
circumstances, some artists have more on 
the line with their upcoming albums. 

Here are three artists who have 
something to prove in 2023.

Chance the Rapper
Chance was once a highly celebrated 

artist due to his positive style, gospel 
influence, and unique melodic style. 
Albums such as “Acid Rap” are considered 
classics of the early 2010s, and his 2016 
album “Coloring Book” received plenty of 
praise. 

However, it went downhill for the 
Chicago artist three years ago when he 
released “The Big Day,” which was poorly 
received. By some, it was exaggeratedly 
titled one of the worst hip-hop albums of 
its time. This led to online bullying and a 
public view which momentarily stained 
Chance’s name. 

Throughout the past year though, the 
rapper has been steadily releasing singles 
and features that hint at his return. The 
singles display that the rapper is not out 
for the count yet, but if he is truly trying 
to make a comeback, this upcoming album 
must be some of his best work.

Gunna 
At the beginning of 2022, the Atlanta 

rapper released his studio album “DRIP 
SEASON 4EVER,” it seemed as if he was 
on top of the world. The album featured hit 
songs such as “pushin P” feat. Young Thug 
and “P power” feat. Drake. 

Gunna had everything he needed to 
create a successful music career. That all 
changed when he, along with fellow label 
mate Young Thug, were hit with a RICO 
case due to their YSL label affiliation. 
After following months of legal battles, the 
artist is now free after negotiating a plea 
deal. Taking this option came with the cost 
of being titled as a snitch and falling out 
with many mainstream artists including Lil 
Baby, Lil Durk, and others. 

Without the support of his peers, it will 

be interesting to see if Gunna can replicate 
past success.

Travis Scott
Houston star Travis Scott’s Astroworld 

concert was one of the most horrific concert 
experiences in the past couple of years. 
This traumatizing event left a blemish on 
his career and led to the artist’s withdrawal 
from the limelight. 

As time passes, there are more signs of 
light that the release of his upcoming album 
“Utopia” is on its way. From the small 
serving of singles and features released 
last year, it seems the artist has not lost his 
touch.

Scott still faces the pressure of 
repeating the past success of albums such 
as “Astroworld,” but the reception of this 
project can make or break his future. Plenty 
of artists are being closely watched for 
their upcoming projects. These three face 
an absurd amount of pressure with the 
release of each single. Other artists in the 
past have bounced back from the bottom, 
so hopefully these artists can as well. 

Artists facing pressure in 2023

AARON HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR

Claiming to be influenced by superstar 
artists such as MARINA, Amy Winehouse, 
and Kehlani, Shane Garcia has a deep 
appreciation for songwriting. Pair that 
with their captivating energy and unique 
voice, the 26-year-old alt-pop artist born 
and raised in New York has steadily grown 
their fanbase.

To start 2023, Garcia released a 
song with an ominous tone titled “Evil 
Twin.” Co-written by Jesse Fink, the 
track illustrates the feeling of mania and 
detachment that Garcia battled with in life. 
“Evil Twin” is a notable standout from her 
discography as it provides a gloomy beat 
which is a stark contrast from songs like 
“You’re Not Her” and “Bestest Friend.” 

In addition to the drop of “Evil Twin” 
Garcia released this statement: 

"I wrote this song with various 
experiences in mind from my own benders. 

I've had struggles with mental health, 
specifically bouts of mania that led to self-
destructive decisions,“ they said. "By the 
end of those long nights and days when 
I was able to finally pull myself together, 
I felt like I wasn't even in control. It was 
almost as if I was another person, an evil 
twin." The new song uses a different 
musical approach than their usual more 
upbeat and fun tracks. 

“I made a batch of songs at the time 
that reflected how I was feeling in the 
moment, and it is really cool to actually see 
the lighter and darker parts of me reflected 
in my discography so far,” Garcia said. 
“Most of my very early and unreleased 
music is much darker and sadder and “Evil 
Twin” is a nod to those songs that didn’t 
get their moments.” A common feature 
of many of Garcia’s songs has been their 
ability to open up and present a vulnerable 
experience for their listeners. Garcia credits 
this to “radical self-acceptance” which has 
allowed them to connect with a growing 
number of fans. 

With the release of “Evil Twin,” Garcia 
plans to follow this song with more visuals, 
performances and to release even more 
songs that they’ve kept in the vault.

Check out up and coming alt-pop singer 
Shane Garcia’s new single “Evil Twin”

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Amazon Prime Video steps forward yet 
again with an entertaining original film, 
releasing “Shotgun Wedding" on Dec. 28. 
I wasn't sure what to expect, but I was 
pleasantly surprised when it brought me 
back to the 2000s romantic comedies you 
love to hate.

Synopsis
Tom and Darcy gather their families on 

a private island for a destination wedding. 
The ceremony doesn't go to plan when 
pirates show up taking everyone hostage 
and demanding money. Now if they don't 
find a way to escape, they and their loved 
ones will be in even more danger.

The film stars Jennifer Lopez as Darcy, 
Josh Duhamel as Tom, Jennifer Coolidge 
as Carol, and Lenny Kravitz as Sean. 
This is an Amazon Prime Video original 
that can be streamed now, with a prime 
membership.

What I loved
Jennifer Coolidge. Holy crap! She 

was absolutely hilarious throughout the 
entire film. I’m not sure how, but in every 
scene she is in she shines and truly takes 
the spotlight. Even when other characters 
did not hit, her character just set the mood 
and made the movie entertaining, even as a 
supporting actress.

The plot. Now it could’ve been a basic 
movie, just like any other rom-com, bad 
situation film, but this movie puts a heist, 
wedding, and comedy into one, and it 
works pretty well. I felt like the material 
worked pretty well. While there were 
some dull points overall, there was a lot of 
chuckling. From explosions, fainting, cake 
knives, and awkward family interactions, it 
all works well within itself.

What I didn't love
My biggest complaint in the entire 

film was that the two main characters had 
no chemistry. These characters Tom and 
Darcy are supposed to be in love, but you 
couldn't tell throughout the film. Even in 
moments where they were hugging and 
kissing, I didn't believe they actually liked 
each other. Now there are some banterful 
parts, but even those don't play that well. 

Just overall, the chemistry isn't there, and it 
made the film lack a leg to stand on.

The comedy in this film is a double-
edged sword. The jokes either hit or were 
a big miss, and most of them are a miss 
from the leads. Not only is there not any 
chemistry, but they don't play off each other 
well. It seems messy and cringe worthy at 
points, but then it could be very funny at 
some points. It is hit or miss throughout.

Verdict
I think if you already have an Amazon 

Prime Video subscription, this is just an 
entertaining movie to watch. It’s not going 
to win an Oscar, but it can give you a bit 
of enjoyment. If you 
don't have a subscription 
though, I’d wait for a 
better prime deal or 
better movie to come out 
to make the splurge.

I give “Shotgun 
Wedding" a 4.5 out of 
10.

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

EMU Theatre Student Written One-
Act Festival - Jan. 29 - Feb. 1

Join and support EMU Theatre by 
watching four one-act staged readings 
written by EMU students. The festival is 
suggested for those aged 14+.

This event runs at 5 p.m and 8 p.m. on 
select days in lab theater room 107.

WRC & Career closet sip-n-shop - 
Jan. 24

Learn about professional attire 
while having some mocktails and light 
refreshments. Students get 4 free items to 
take home with them from the closet. This 
event runs from 3 - 5 p.m. in McKenny 
Hall room 200.

 Clearing Misconceptions - Jan. 30
Join EMU MSA for a discussion and 

Q & A session about the meaning behind 
hijabi women and listen to personal stories 
given by hijabi women. This event is open 
to all and will run from 4-6 p.m in the 
Student Center room 352.

World Hijab Day - Feb. 1
Join the WRC, CORE, and EMU 

Muslim Student Association to celebrate 
World Hijab Day. This event will run from 
9:30 - 11 a.m at the Student Center Lobby 
tables.

Black professionals panel - Feb. 2
Join BHSO for a Black History Month 

kickoff. Join for discussions on being black 
in the workforce, mental health, career 
development and more. Free headshots 
will be available for those interested and 
light food and drinks will be provided. 
This event will run at 6 p.m in the Student 
Center room 300.

Dip Wars - Feb. 2
Join Bronze beauties, EMU YBBW, 

and P.I.N.K for the 2nd annual dip wars. 
There will be three different dips with one 
winner, and the dip will be $1 a piece to 
try. This event will run from 6-8 p.m. in the 
Student Center room 320.

Poets for Palestine - Feb. 3
This event features artists, vendors, 

raffles, poetry, mocktails and more. The 
doors will open at 6 p.m., and the poetry 
reading begins at 7:30 p.m. at Bridge 
Community Cafe. There is a suggested 
donation of $10 to help fundraise and 
support direct aid.

Off campus excursion with the Black 
Student Union - Feb. 3

Join for a trip to the Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American History. The 
ticket price of $15 includes transportation 
and admission. This event takes place from 
10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Clothing swap - Feb. 5
Join a community based economy 

where you bring what you don't wear and 
grab something new at this free clothing 
swap. This event runs from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Bridge Community Cafe.

Dream Cafe - Feb. 5
Join a group for dream analysis and 

interpretation. This event will run from 1-3 
p.m. at Bridge Community Cafe.

What’s the 
move at EMU? 
Jan. 30-Feb. 5

‘Shotgun Wedding’ is a mediocre rom-com

Award shows are not for the people
MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Now one of the most famous award 
shows, “The Oscars” came out with its 
2023 nominations, and they show how tone 
deaf and out of touch these award shows 
really are.

Award shows in the past and now have 
thrown their weight behind movies and 
shows no-one cared about, and this year is 
no exception.

The film “All Quiet on the Western 
Front,” a limited release in the box office 
from Netflix, had an overall 7.8 stars on 
IMDb and received 9 nominations while 
“Nope,” a box office success that brought 
in 171.4 million dollars and overall 6.9 stars 
on IMDb, received no nominations. Now, 

while you’ve probably heard of one of 
these films versus the other, the less known 
film got a hefty amount of nominations. 

Most award shows today are voted on 
by the elite members of their respective 
institutions. The Oscars are voted on by the 
academy. Who is the academy you might 
ask? They describe their voting groups 
as “limited to film artists working in the 
production of theatrically released motion 
pictures.” Then divide these members in 
17 different branches of around 10,000 
members total from around the world.

Everyone in this elite group has 
to have at least one nomination, or be 
recommended by two existing members, 
so this elite group has even more elite 
criteria to vote. So no matter the popularity 
of a film, if the academy does not deem it 
worthy, it doesn’t get nominated. 

My question is how is a system so 
outdated that an elite class of people 
can hold these awards given publicly to 
themselves? While there are 7.8 billion 
people on the planet, 10,000 people get 
to decide what people enjoyed and award 
them for it.

Now the biggest problem is no one 
truly knows who’s in this elite group of 
people as it’s not public knowledge, so how 
do we know who’s voting for pictures? 
“The Oscars” and all award shows need a 
revamp to bring what people actually want 
into the picture.

Not only should POC and Black voices 
be shown more on the ballots, but more 
genres need to be recognized. These award 
shows show their ignorance by nominating 
War driven and whitewashed movies wile 
leaving out genres and people who make 

the movies really happen. 
Horror is one of the genres constantly 

left out of the nominations, with movies 
like “Nope,“ “Pearl,“ and “The Menu” 
being snubbed with a lot more that 
should’ve been at least considered. Going 
by purely numbers, “Pearl” grossed 9.4 
million dollars and had a 7/10 IMDb rating 
while “The Menu” grossed 78.9 million 
dollars and had a 7.2 IMDb rating. These 
movies not only were box office successes 
but were viral sensations that the majority 
of people loved.

Now not all award shows need to be 
solely awarded by the people, but the elite 
people who are in these films shouldn’t be 
the only ones who get to decide what we 
like to watch and who deserves recognition.
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Emoni Bates showcases talents in Toledo

Daiquan White signs to EMU 
football 2023 recruiting class

EMU’s star recruit scores career-high 43 points despite loss; 
first-half performance gets recognition from Lebron James. 

CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University men’s 
basketball team began a two-game road trip 
on Tuesday, Jan. 24 with a game against 
the Toledo Rockets inside of Savage 
Arena. EMU dropped their fifth straight 
game as Toledo rallied to overcome an 
11-point deficit late 
to win the contest 84-
79. However, it was 
sophomore Emoni 
Bates who stole the 
show and had a historic 
night as he dropped a 
career-high 43 points. 

Bates’ 43 points 
put the Ypsilanti native at third in EMU’s 
record book for most points in a game all-
time. Bates passes Carlos Medlock’s 42 
scored on Mar. 10, 2010, and sits behind 
only Ray Lee who scored 46 points on Feb. 
2, 2016, and 50 points on Feb. 28, 2017. 

Bates’ career night didn’t end with his 
scoring total though. He registered a new 
career high in made three-pointers with 
nine, surpassing the previous eight he made 
against the University of South Carolina on 
Dec. 30, 2022. This total awards Bates a 
split share of second place on the EMU all-
time list of three-pointers made in a game. 
Lee holds the top spot on this all-time list 
as well with 10 three-pointers made in the 
same game where he scored 50 points on 
Feb. 28, 2017. 

Bates’ 15 made field goals is another 
career-high that the young star achieved in 
his jaw-dropping performance on Tuesday 

night against the Toledo Rockets. It is also 
another stat that will earn him a spot in 
the EMU record books. His 15 made field 
goals give him lone possession over the 
second most field goals made all-time in 
a single game for the Eagles. Bates moves 
past Brian Tolbert’s 14 field goals made on 
Mar. 16, 1996, and once again trails Ray 
Lee, who made 17 field goals in arguably 
one of the best games ever played by an 

EMU basketball player. 
Sophomore Noah Farrakhan also made 

his way into double-digit scoring figures 
with 14 points that all came in the second 
half of the game. Farrakhan also led the 
team in rebounds with nine.

Bates also did his fair share on the 
glass and grabbed seven rebounds, and 
sophomore Jalen Billingsley caught five. 

The beginning of the opening half 
was relatively quiet as Billingsley had the 
Eagles’ first four points of the game, and the 
score was only 5-4 in favor of Toledo after 
four and a half minutes of gameplay. The 
Rockers would then go on a 6-0 scoring run 
to get out to an 11-4 advantage early until 
senior Yusuf Jihad hit a jumper that would 
bring EMU within five points.

Bates proceeded to go on one of the 
best scoring runs by any single basketball 
player, professional or collegiate, in recent 

history, scoring the next 29 points for the 
Eagles. It was lights out from deep as he 
converted seven triples on nine attempts in 
the remainder of the first half, but Toledo as 
a team was able to keep pace with Bates’ 
offensive explosion and took a one-point 
lead into halftime by a score of 36-35. 

Emoni Bates’ first-half performance 
drew attention from star basketball players 
across the nation on Tuesday night, but 

NBA legend and Ohio 
native Lebron James 
took particular interest, 
quote-tweeting a post 
of the game with “MY 
G O O D N E S S ! ! ! ! ! 
STRAIGHT KILLER!! 
THAT’S INSANE.”  

Coming out of the break, it was clear 
the Rockets had a defensive game plan 
centered around locking down Bates. 

Farrakhan responded to this strategy by 
shouldering a portion of the offensive load 
and scoring 12 points in the first 11 minutes 
of the second half and was making timely 
passes to facilitate the offense and help 
the team get out to an 11-point advantage, 
67-56 after Billingsley converted both free 
throws on a trip to the line with 6:51 to go 
on the clock. 

Despite Toledo’s clear plan of putting 
emphasis on containing him, Bates was 
able to score 14 second-half points, and 
yet the Rockets never wavered and slowly 
chipped away at the Eagles’ lead. 

A huge swing in momentum occurred 
when Toledo converted a four-point play 
after being fouled on a three-point shot 
which gave the Rockets a 71-69 lead.  

EMU hung tight with Toledo down the 
stretch, but foul trouble on the Eagles’ end 
would lead to the Rockets making all 11 
free throw chances they were given. 

This was ultimately the difference 

maker in the 84-79 defeat as EMU was 
within one point with 24 seconds left.84-79 
defeat as EMU was within one point with 
24 seconds left.

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR

Football is a sport that many kids dream 
of playing, even if their very overprotective 
and cautious mother says no. The effect and 
feeling after a big hit, the emotion after an 
Odell-like catch, the roar of the crowd after 
a big run, even the cadence and the “Hut, 

Hut!” of the quarterback, all are things that 
create aspirations of being a star on the 
field. 

The making of a star 
As a young boy Daiquan White felt 

it all, even when he was just delivering 
water as a spectator. The now star football 
player, born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, 
recently signed to Eastern Michigan 
University football’s 2023 recruiting class. 

“My brother is a huge reason why 
I started playing the game of football,” 
White said. “I remember being little and 
running around at his practices as the water 
boy. That’s what really inspired me to take 
the game seriously.” 

According to Action Network, Georgia 

ranks 10th overall for U.S. states that 
currently have active players in the National 
Football League (NFL), something that 
White is looking to add his name to. 

Through the determination, dedication, 
and toughness displayed by his older 
brother on the gridiron, it was only fitting 
that White himself followed the footsteps 
of his brother who taught him the mentality 
needed to succeed on the field. 

“My brother was a demon 
at football man, I remember 
during one of his games when 
he was coming off the field 
and he took his helmet off, his 
forehead was bleeding,” White 
said. “My dad was trying to 
take him out of the game and 
he wouldn’t come out, so 
seeing the fight he had at such 
a young age, it made me adapt 
that fight with football.”

Club football with an 
NFL great 

From the time that White 
picked up a football he was 
gaining traction as one of the 
best players in his state. By 
the time the eighth grade had 
rolled around, the success 
White had earned in the sport 
allowed him to start playing 
7-on-7 club football for former 
Heisman trophy winner and 
NFL MVP, Cam Newton. 

“Playing for Cam, it comes 
with a lot because he holds you 
to a high expectation,” White 
said. “Everytime you step on 

that field he expects you to go 110%.” 
Among White in Newton’s football 

program was former Alabama wide 
receiver and current UCF wide receiver 
Javon Baker, as well as former Georgia 
wide receiver and current Pittsburgh 
Steeler George Pickens, both of which 
White looked up to while facing adversity. 

“Those guys allowed me to open my 
eyes and realize I need to be on my A-game 
every time I step on the field,“ White said. 

Playing for the former Carolina Panthers 
quarterback who was once a Super Bowl 
runner-up and having to learn that patience 
to adapt, especially when the competition 
is at a very high level, taught White a big 

aspect of playing in between the lines. 
“Cam would just always preach to us of 

going hard everytime,” White said. “I like 
to take the field with that attitude because I 
know it can be taken away from me at any 
given time.” 

Time in high school 
White attended Creekside High School 

in Fairburn, Georgia, and had to take the 
new experience head on. In a short amount 
of time, White had to learn what it takes to 
be a leader, in preparation for taking over 
for older talent.  

Upon his arrival to Creekside, White 
had the opportunity to learn from guys 
like Rashad Battle, who currently plays 
at the University of Pittsburgh, as well as 
Khatavian Franks and Tyson Meiguez, who 
both currently play for Georgia Tech. 

“I never saw myself to ever be in 
position to be a leader,” White said. “But 
sitting behind those guys, it opened my 
eyes to high school football and taught me 
the do’s and dont’s of being a leader.” 

By the end of his senior season at 
Creekside, White racked up 1st team All-
Region and All-State honors, while also 
earning a three-star overall ranking in the 
nation for high school football. 

Through the journey, it wasn’t just 
White who was responsible for his success 
on the gridiron, but also his father David 
White, who pushed him to become the man 
he is today.

“My dad played football too, so football 
has been with him almost his whole life,” 
White said. “Just to always have him 
pushing me, whether I liked what he said 
or not, I always knew it was to better me.” 

Big decisions: the journey to EMU 
All the success and accomplishments 

that White earned throughout his high 
school football career allowed him to have 
some big decisions to make on where he 
will play in college on the Division 1 level. 

White had many offers from top tier 
college football programs by the end of his 
high school career from schools like UCF, 
Ole Miss, Tennessee, Kentucky, Kansas, 
Florida State and many others. 

With many options to choose from, 
and the appeal of everything being thrown 
at White, one school made White and his 
family feel at home: Eastern Michigan 
University. 

“EMU was the first school to set me 
up an official visit, and by the time we got 
off the airplane until the time we got back 
on, me and my family fell in love with 
everything,” White said. “If my mom likes 
you, then you’re in the door.” 

White spoke highly of EMU football 
coach Chris Creighton and his staff’s 
hospitality on the visit, and said that they 
provided the at-home feeling he and his 
family were searching for. 

“Even after we left the visit [my mom] 
felt like EMU was the one where I could 
thrive and succeed, and I think it’s the one 
that will better my career,“ White said. 

EMU’s football team just capped off 
one of the most historic seasons in the 
programs history; A 9-3 overall record, 
which is the second-best win total in the 
131-year history of the program, first bowl 
game win since 1987, its fourth consecutive 
bowl game appearance for the first time in 
program history, as well as winning the 
Michigan MAC Trophy for the first time 
since 2012. 

Continuing that history, the program 
is also welcoming in the fourth overall 
recruiting class for 2023 in the Mid-
American Conference (MAC), which is 
the highest rated recruiting class in EMU’s 
history.

“It’s so exciting because they are 
building something,” White said. “I see 
growth within the program, the people, and 
the area. That’s something I want to put 
myself into and I’m ready for it.” 

Upon White’s arrival this spring with 
the team, he shared many of his goals that 
he has set out to accomplish: help win more 
games, be number one in the MAC, and 
win more bowl games. 

There’s one more goal that White is 
laser focused on: Freshman All-American. 

“It’s all I keep talking about,” White 
said. “Me, my family, my coaches, we want 
to make that happen.” 

White is eager to finish up his senior 
year in Georgia at Creekside so he can 
arrive in Ypsilanti, get to work, and add to 
the recent success of the growing program. 

When asked about the message he 
wanted to send to EMU football fans, 
White responded: 

“Go Eagles, we got more rings coming. 
You’re getting a dawg.” 

EMU men’s 
basketball 
wins game
vs. Miami

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan University men’s 
basketball team (5-16, 2-6 MAC) traveled 
to Miami University (7-14, 1-7 MAC) on 
Saturday, Jan. 28, to take on the Redhawks 
of Ohio in a Mid-American Conference 
battle where they snapped their five-game 
losing skid. 

After forcing 19 Miami turnovers 
and turning those into 21 points on the 
offensive end, EMU came home with a 
win over the Redhawks, 74-69. The bench 
also tallied 23-points to spark the Eagles’ 
offense. 

Sophomore point guard, Noah 
Farrakhan, finished with 20 points to lead 
the Eagles offensively while sophomore 
Emoni Bates finished with 17 points and 
fellow sophomore Tyson Acuff added 12 
points. 

The Eagles started the game off slow as 
they saw themselves in a 15-4 deficit but 
quickly turned it around as they sparked an 
11-0 run to tie the game up at 15 with 14:52 
left in the first half. After a trade of baskets 
between EMU and Miami, the Eagles 
entered halftime with a 40-38 lead with an 
attack on the paint where they scored 22 of 
their 40 points. 

EMU proceeded in the second half right 
where they left off as they maintained their 
lead until a 7-0 run with five minutes left 
to play put them up 67-59. Miami wasn’t 
done though as they cut into the Eagles’ 
lead somewhat but it wasn’t enough as 
EMU finished the game with a 74-69 win. 

Photo Credit: Jayla Ford
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The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s basketball team (11-7, 3-4 MAC) 
headed to Kalamazoo to compete against 
their in-state rival Western Michigan 
University (9-9, 4-3) on Wednesday, Jan. 
25 inside University Arena. 

EMU earned a victory on the road with 
a 63-51 win against WMU, grabbing 43 
rebounds, nine by sophomore Tayra Eke. 
The Eagles’ defensive effort held Western 
Michigan to 15.8 percent from three-point 
land on 19 attempts. 

Three Eagles scored double-figures in 
the contest. Sophomore ZaNiya Nelson 
led EMU with 12 points and six rebounds 
while freshman guard Olivia Smith added 
another 12 points and three steals. Center 
Irekpitian Ozzy-Momodu added 10 points 
and eight rebounds. 

EMU started the first quarter strong as 
they ran to a 19-17 lead after putting up 
18 of its 19 points in the paint. The Eagles 
kept their lead intact, heading into the 
second period before going on a 10-0 run. 
Sophomore LaChelle Austin increased the 
score with a bucket, giving the Eagles a 29-
17 advantage over the Broncos. 

By halftime, the Eagles were up 42 to 
the Broncos’ 25, forcing six of WMU’s 
turnovers into six points for EMU. The 
Eagles held their lead tight, going on a 5-0 
run with a bucket highlighted by Smith, 
increasing the lead to 49-27 with 7:12 left 
in the third quarter. 

The Eagles entered the fourth quarter 
with a 57-38 edge, scoring two three-
pointers, to total six of their 15 total points. 
EMU maintained the lead into the final 
period to gain victory. The Eagles held 
the Broncos to only 29.1 percent shooting 
from the field. 

EMU women's basketball cruises 
past Western Michigan, 63-51
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MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

In a match up against the University of Toledo, 
the Eastern Michigan University women’s basketball 
team dropped their record to 11-8, 3-5 after an 
overtime showdown. 

EMU dominated the entire game going into the 
second quarter with a 20-13 lead against the Rockets.

This first quarter finish marked the 11th contest 
this season where the team scored 15 or more points 
in the opening quarter according to EMU Athletics.

Heavy attempts were made by Toledo during the 
second quarter to cut into EMU’s lead, but at the end 
of the first half EMU went into the locker room with 
a 35-29 advantage.

With 5:57 left in the fourth quarter the Eagles had 
the advantage once again, until the Rockets tied the 
score 66-66 sending EMU into their second overtime 

game of the season. 
After battling it out for the win in overtime Toledo 

ultimately won 79-73.
“It’s something we’ll learn from and we’ll move 

forward, but I thought we got some great performances 
from individuals that played huge minutes,” EMU 
women’s basektball coach Fred Castro said in a post 
game conference. “We have to be better.” 

EMU saw three players score in double figures. 
Ce’Nara Skanes recorded 23 points, nine rebounds, 
four assists, and two steals. Tayra Eke, who ranks first 
in the conference for total blocks, recorded her fourth 
career double-double with 15 points, 11 rebounds and 
3 blocks. Lachelle Austin, who led the Eagles in steals 
added 13 points and seven assists.

EMU’s women’s basketball will be looking for their 
next win at home Wednesday, Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. for a 
National Girls and Women in Sports Day celebration 
against Ohio.

3 EMU women’s basketball players score 
double-digits in game against Toledo

PHOTOS BY JAYLA FORD EMU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PLAYS TOLEDO ON SATURDAY, JAN. 28 IN THE GEORGE GERVIN GAMEABOVE 
CENTER.

TOLEDO VISITS EMU ON SATURDAY, JAN. 28 FOR WOMEN’S BASKETBALL GAME IN THE GEORGE GERVIN GAMEABOVE CENTER.


