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AREENA BASMADJIAN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

A protest was held outside of the Huron 
Valley Correctional Facility in Ypsilanti 
on Sunday, Jan. 16, after allegations of 
mistreatment of prisoners and inadequate 
facility conditions emerged. 

The Huron Valley Correctional Facility is 
Michigan’s singular women-only prison, and 
the rally was held in part due to allegations of 
sexual misconduct at the prison. 

Two former employees at the facility 
allege that there is a “culture of rape 
punishment” at the facility. They also accuse 
the prison of allegedly distributing drugs 
to inmates who are fighting against drug 
addiction and of medical negligence. 

A report was also released by the 
Michigan Department of Corrections, noting 
several concerns with the state of the facility, 
including overcrowding, poor ventilation, 
and leaky roofs. 

“Prison Radio,” a radio show and activist 
project, has released a special collection 
of commentaries coming from the Huron 
Valley Women’s Prison. One inmate, Krystal 
Clark, reported that there was a chronic mold 
problem at the facility. 

“I’m allergic to the mold. They told 
them not to house me in here but I’m back 
in here with the black mold everywhere and 
can barely breathe,” Clark, who suffers from 
health issues such as a heart condition and 
asthma, said.  

Clark accuses the warden and doctors at 
the facility of neglect despite being allegedly 
aware of the conditions. She also accuses 

them of allegedly covering up the conditions 
of the facility on purpose. 

There have also been several testimonies 
of COVID negligence at the prison. Another 
prisoner, Brandi Oligney, tested positive for 
COVID-19 after working in the prison’s 
kitchen.

“They put me in a unit, and I am 
on medication to treat drug addiction,” 
Oligney said. “They are not giving me my 
medications. So for three days, I haven’t had 
my medication. I’m on complete withdrawal 
on top of COVID. I’ve talked to two different 
surgeons on this and they have no disregard. 
Instead, they threatened to lock me up and put 
me in segregation because I’m demanding to 
see somebody.”

“They keep bringing more and more 
people in this unit who have the disease, but 
no one’s even seen a doctor yet,” Oligney 
said. “We haven’t had any health care in here 
whatsoever.”

Senator Jeff Irwin (D-Ann Arbor) 
addressed these concerns earlier this month. 
In a letter released on Jan. 5, Irwin called for 
a hearing on the conditions a the Women’s 
Huron Valley Correctional facility. 

In his letter, Irwin emphasizes the severe 
staffing shortage at the facility and how these 
staffing shortages pose threats against the 
inmates at Huron Valley. 

“As members of the Senate Oversight 
Committee and as members of the legislature, 
we must ensure that inmates are treated 
humanely, and that state employees have 
suitable working conditions and the support 
they need to carry out their responsibilities,”  
Irwin said in a written statement. 

The Ypsilanti community rallies
support for female prisoners at
Huron Valley Correctional Facility

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Offering a multitude of healthy food 
options, Eastern Michigan University has 
just opened Shake Smart, located in the 
renovated Rec/IM building, beginning with 
a soft opening the week of Jan. 17. 

Shake Smart is a company started by 
college students, for college students, with 
locations at universities all across the nation. 

“Shake Smart is not your typical smoothie 
shop. Delicious, nutritious, and created 
by students, for students. Shake Smart is a 
functional blended drink and health food 
brand focused on wellness and on-the-go 
meals," EMU dining states. 

While dine-on-campus options have slim 
pickings when it comes to healthy foods, 
Shake Smart’s menu consists of cold brew 
coffee, protein shakes, organic acai bowls, 
peanut butter banana sandwiches, and more. 
Additionally, dietary restricted options are 
offered, as most signature items can be made 
gluten-free, lactose-free, and vegan friendly. 

Apart from being healthy, Shake Smart 
stays pretty affordable as well, with an 
average price point of just $5. For on-campus 
students with a meal plan, flex dollars are 
able to be used at this dine on-campus 
location too. 

On Thursday Jan. 27, Shake Smart will 
be hosting a free regular size shake day 
from 10:30am - 5pm. As part of their grand 
opening and to encourage the community to 
check out the location, all regular size shakes 
will be completely free all day long!

Shake Smart is a perfect place for an on-
the-go meal after getting a workout in. If you 
haven’t already, I encourage you to stop by 
EMU’s newest dining location. 

Visit the Shake Smart at Rec/IM website 
to learn more.

EMU opens 
Shake Smart 
in the Rec/IM

MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

The Ypsilanti Police Department ruled 
that the deceased man found in Peninsular 
Park on Sunday, Jan. 16, died by homicide. 

The cause of death and how long the 
deceased man was at the park before being 
found is not known, according to police. No 
information on the suspects is known. 

The deceased individual was found by a 
passerby at 11 a.m. on Sunday. The Ypsilanti 
Police Department said the man was between 
30 and 40 years old. 

The Eastern Michigan University 
Department of Public Safety said there are 
no known threats to the campus community. 

The Ypsilanti Police Department is 
asking anyone with information to call 734-
483-9510.

Death of
man found
at Peninsular
Park ruled a 
homicide

PROTESTOR HOLDS UP SIGN THAT READS "JUSTICE FOR WOMEN BEHIND BARS" DURING A PROTEST OUTSIDE OF WOMEN'S HURON VALLEY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ON JAN. 16.
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TORI WALZ
NEWS WRITER

The Saint Joseph Mercy Health System 
has committed $1 million to fight home 
insecurity in Washtenaw County. 

The Ann Arbor-based health system 
announced its financial commitment Jan. 
13 in support of the Sr. Yvonne Gellise 
Endowment Fund for Prevalent Supportive 
Housing Services (SYG Fund). 

The Endowment Fund will be used to 
“support the creation of lasting, systemic 
solutions to homelessness in Washtenaw 
County.”

The commitment was made in honor of 
Sister Yvonne, senior advisor for governance 
at Saint Joseph Mercy Health System, and 
the late Garry C. Faja, a founding Cabinet 
member of the SYG Fund and the first 
president and CEO of SJMHS.

“Sister Yvonne, the Sisters of Mercy who 
founded St. Joes, and Garry Faja believed 

very strongly in the core values that guide our 
health system’s healing mission, including 
reverence for the sacredness and dignity of 
every person and our responsibility to care 
for the most vulnerable in our community,“ 
President of Saint Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor 
Alonzo Lewis said. “St. Joe’s is honored 
to make a significant investment in the 
Washtenaw County community and build on 
health programs and community partnerships 
that improve and enrich the lives of local 
residents."

Washtenaw County has faced a worsening 
situation of home insecurity that has been 
perpetuated by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This financial commitment was an evidence-
based public health decision to address the 
concern of homelessness during the ongoing 
pandemic. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated the need for more permanent 
supportive housing services in our 
community to help keep people safe and 

healthy,” the SYG Fund Development 
Coordinator Lauren Wisniewski said.

The SYG Fund will be distributed to 
partner agencies through a collaboration with 
the Washtenaw Housing Alliance. 

Funds distributed may be used for services 
such as financial support for integrated 
primary care and mental health care, 
substance abuse counseling, employment 
or vocational training, transportation, 
problem-solving or dispute resolution, 
crisis management and stabilization, and 
preventative intervention.

“This endowment is continuing to 
grow and provide much-needed funding to 
agencies that share our mission, at a time 
when other funding sources have not been 
able to keep up with growing demand,“ 
Wisniewski said. 

For more information about the SYG 
Fund and how to help address homelessness 
in Washtenaw County, visit http://www.
whalliance.org/syg-fund.

Saint Joseph Mercy Health 
System commits $1 million to 
address local home insecurity 
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Body found in
Red Cedar River 
identified as 
MSU student 
Brendan Santo
AREENA BASMADJIAN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Michigan State University announced on 
Friday, Jan. 21, that Brendan Santo’s body 
was discovered in the Red Cedar River about 
1.5 miles from where he was last seen in 
October. 

On Oct. 29, Santo arrived in East 
Lansing, Michigan, to visit friends for the 
Michigan State University and University of 
Michigan football match. He was last seen 
leaving Yakeley Hall on MSU’s campus.

“We are saddened to share that after more 
than two months of extensive searching 
using countless resources and support from 
so many of you and members of the public 
from nearly every corner of the state and 
country, MSU Police and Public Safety has 
recovered a body believed to be Brendan 

Santo from the Red Cedar River,” Michigan 
State University President Samuel Stanley 
said in a written statement. “While the news 
today may bring some closure to such a 
tragic incident, our hearts ache for the Santo 
family, Brendan’s loved ones and friends.”

MSU police inspector, Chris Rozman, 
reports recovering Santo’s body from the 
Red Cedar River around 12:30 p.m. on 
Friday. Currently, no signs of foul play have 
been reported in this investigation. 

Grand Valley State University, where 
Santo attended school, has also made 
an announcement regarding the alleged 
recovery of his body. 

“Our university role at this time is to 
support Brendan’s family, roommates, 
professors and friends,” GVSU President 
Philomena Mantella said in a written 
statement. “The death of any student in our 
community is painful and distressing.”

University of Michigan 
announces removal of 
President Mark Schlissel
AREENA BASMADJIAN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The University of Michigan Board of 
Regents announced the removal of Mark 
Schlissel as the university’s president on 
Saturday, Jan. 15, after a personal relationship 
with a university employee was revealed. 

“On Dec. 8, 2021, via an anonymous 
complaint, we learned that Dr. Schlissel 
may have been involved in an inappropriate 
relationship with a University employee,” 
the U-M Board of Regents said in a written 
statement. “After an investigation, we 
learned that Dr. Schlissel, over a period of 
years, used his University email account 
to communicate with that subordinate in a 
manner inconsistent with the dignity and 
reputation of the University.”

A letter to Schlissel from the Board of 
Regents was sent out on the same day as 
the announcement of his removal. In it, the 
Board disclosed the various instances in 
which Schlissel breached Paragraph I.B. of 

the Employment Agreement.
“On November 4, 2021, you emailed 

the subordinate with regard to a University 
of Michigan basketball game you were 
scheduled to attend as part of your official 
duties as President,” the Board of Regents 
said in a written statement. “In that email 
you expressed disappointment that you were 
potentially not sitting with the subordinate, 
stating ‘the only reason I agreed to go was 
to go with you. There is a conspiracy against 
me’.” 

Reported last July, Schlissel himself 
had advocated for and introduced new 
workplace policies at U-M to specifically 
prevent inappropriate relationships between 
supervisors and subordinates. 

The Board of Regents also released a 
series of emails and text communications 
between Schlissel and the subordinate, in the 
interest of full public disclosure. 

One U-M student, junior Yekent 
Ly, expressed his disappointment and 
embarrassment with the situation.

“It was really embarrassing,” Ly said. 

“I got this email at work and it threw me 
for a loop. I was like, this is interesting 
because I remember a couple of weeks 
prior, I was reading an email about how he 
wanted to eliminate sexual harassment in 
the workplace or something along the lines 
of that. I thought, ‘OK, cool,’ we’re making 
strides to be better, to just be a safer place 
in general, and then I read this. I honestly 
couldn’t believe it.”

Mary Sue Coleman, a former U-M 
president, will act as interim president until 
a new president is named. 

“While saddened by the circumstances, 
I am honored to be asked to again serve 
the University of Michigan,” Coleman 
said in a written statement following the 
announcement of Schlissel’s removal. 

“Each one of us, as members of the Board 
of Regents, aspire to create an environment 
where everyone in our community is able to 
thrive and achieve their best work, and where 
all feel safe and respected,” U-M’s Board of 
Regents said in a written statement. 

EMU receives a 
grant to promote 
STEM careers for 
young students
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS WRITER

Eastern Michigan University has 
received $42,000 in funding from the 
AT&T Foundation, going towards television 
programs and math kits to promote STEM 
careers. 

The program has partnered with Detroit 
Public T.V. and the Michigan Learning 
Channel to promote videos for higher 
education for women in nontraditional 
careers.

Director of K-12 STEM Outreach at the 
Gameabove College of Engineering and 
Technology, Bia Hamed, feels as if there isn’t 
enough focus on younger students right now 
when it comes to introducing them to STEM. 

“Kids are in such a way that they need to 
be exposed to STEM for us to fill all the open 
jobs out there,” Hamed said.

The learning loss due to the closings 
during the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 

be damaging to K-12 students everywhere. 
With the remaining $20,000, Eastern 
Michigan University’s Office of K-12 STEM 
Outreach partnered with AT&T and Black 
Girl Mathic to give out math kits to every 
fifth grade student in the Detroit Public 
School Community District. 

Hamed made it her priority to help all 
of the students she can through these new 
programs. 

“There are school districts that are 
struggling, and I feel that it’s higher-eds 
job to get in there and help the underserved 
students,” Hamed said. 

These math kits will be created by an 
organization named Black Girl Mathic, 
whose creator is from Detroit, and will 
include various hands-on activities using 
math in different ways. This will allow 
students to take home the boxes, interact 
with their families, and have fun learning. 

Families within the Detroit community 
should see these boxes being distributed out 
in their child’s classroom around April 2022. 
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PIPER COE
OPINIONS WRITER

Originally published in 1942, Jean-
Patrick Manchette’s novel “The Mad and 
The Bad” received an English translation by 
Donald Nicholson-Smith in 2014. Manchette 
is a genre-defining French crime novelist 
whose work examines questions of morality 
and critiques the evils of capitalism and 
greed. I have not read anything in the noir 
genre before, but this one drew my attention 
for its absurd summary and small page count.   

Michel Hartog is an architect turned 
philanthropist after coming into a hefty 
sum of money following the death of his 
brother. His orphaned nephew, Peter, is a 
badly behaved child he must now take care 
of. Hartog hires Julie, a woman previously 
in a mental hospital, to watch over Peter. 
Thompson is a hitman with a stomach ulcer 
who loves his job. Hartog hires him to kill 
Julie and Peter. The job proves difficult after 
they both escape. Julie and Peter are on the 
run with Thompson and friends in pursuit—
bullets start to fly, bodies accumulate, and 

chaos ensues.  
“The Mad and The Bad” was an unusual 

read. It reads more like a screenplay than a 
novel because it is so linear and specific in its 
delivery and follows dual plot lines between 
Julie and Thompson. However, it keeps its 
intensity throughout which I liked. The sheer 
amount of death in the book was comical 
but ended up feeling more intentional than I 
originally expected.

Manchette's prose is very sharp; his 
descriptions of dull rooms manage to be 
exciting to read, and despite the morally 
questionable actions taken, I thought the 
characters were engaging and interesting.    

As the novel is a mere 163 pages long, 
a lot was left to be desired— there was no 
character development, and parts of the 
chase felt rushed. I would have liked more 
information on the characters’ backgrounds 
before the main action started and more time 
spent on the chase as it was my favorite part 
of the novel. Despite this, I still found the 
book to be enjoyable and unlike anything I 
have ever read before.  

I would recommend “The Mad and The 
Bad” and give it 3 out of 5 stars. 

Review: ‘The Mad and 
The Bad’ written by 
Jean-Patrick Manchette

MARIE WHITE
OPINIONS WRITER

Let's begin this review with the fact that 
I am a sucker for anything Netflix produces. 
You know that it’s either going to be an epic 
failure you love to watch, or a really good 
show that you can't wait to finish. So when 
I saw this new thriller/horror/supernatural 
Netflix series, I just knew I had to watch it, 
and I'm glad I did. As with all of my reviews, 
there will be major plot points discussed, so 
reader beware. Buckle up and get ready to 
examine "Archive 81."

Synopsis 
A man living through a terrible tragedy 

has a specialized skill set to restore old VHS 
and cassette tapes. This talent leads him 
down a rabbit hole of the past, with mysteries 
to be discovered. With evil forces all around 
him, will he be able to reveal the truth?

What I loved 
The characters were dynamic throughout 

the entire series, as each character gives 

something different to the show. I absolutely 
loved the main characters, simply due to the 
fact that they were given a lot of backstory to 
reel us right into their narrative.

I love the amount of information we get 
on the characters, as I previously stated. 
Having backstories for a lot of the characters 
makes the series feel full. It makes me more 
intrigued in a series when there's a lot of 
information about our characters and I feel 
submerged in their world. There is a balance 
between having too much information and 
not enough though, and I think this series 
balanced it well.

Now I don't want to spoil the entire series 
in my review, but simply put, everything 
connects. It is so crazy when you finally 
realize it, and previous episodes rush into 
your head to tie everything together. I truly 
just want to watch the series again to see all 
the clues and connections I missed. When 
you get that “Aha!" moment, you know it's 
a good show. 

What I didn't love 
When I said this show was ominous, I 

was not lying. It gave me the creepy crawlies 
the entire time. I watched this series with 
the lights on, and the pause button close at 
hand. If you love the feeling of crawling in 
your skin 24/7, then this series is for you. But 
personally, I wish the creep factor would've 
been dialed down to at least a five.

Like stated previously, I loved how much 
information we got about characters in this 
show, but there was a lot of story information 
that was off-putting. There were a lot of side 
stories throughout the episodes that I found 
myself too lost in at times. While everything 
sort of wraps up at the end, other things 
are still unclear, and you never want to feel 
confused when watching something like this. 

Verdict 
As confusing as the summary of this 

Netflix show is, "Archive 81” is a sci-fi, 
horror, thriller that keeps you on the edge of 
your seat. I hope Netflix continues this series 
(because it is really good). Even though I 
legit could never watch this show with the 
lights off, I did enjoy watching it.

I give "Archive 81" a 4 out of 5.

Review: Netflix’s ‘Archive 
81’ is an ominous series 
to consider watching

AARON HUGHES
COPY EDITOR

Friday is always a special time for music 
fans, as it is the day for music releases. Jan 14 
gave music listeners so many great drops, it's 
hard to focus on only one. Here are some of 
the best releases from that Friday: 

Earl Sweatshirt's "Sick!":
The kings of abstract rap and a past Odd 

Future member is finally back with his new 
album “Sick!”. On this project, he veers off 
from the flow and rhythm from his other 
previous projects. In addition to this album’s 
flow, Earl hops on a much more refreshing 
production style. His lyricism provide a 
clear progression from where he was when 
he released “Doris” back in 2013, not only 
in ability, but also as an individual, clearly 
demonstrating mental growth.  

Best songs: “Sick!”, “Vision(feat. 
Zelooperz)” and “God’s Laugh”.

Cordae’s “From A Birds Eye View”:
Here with his sophomore album and 

first album free from YBN, Cordae gives us 
“From a Birds Eye View”. He comes in with 
a braggadocios, yet self aware perspective 
on all 14 tracks. This album is feature heavy 
and if you are a fan of older hip-hop, this is 

a must listen for you. If you are not as big of 
a fan of that old school style, there is a large 
chance his flow and lyrics will come off stale 
or corny.

Best songs: “Chronicles( feat. H.E.R. 
& Lil Durk)'', “C Carter'' and “Today(feat. 
Gunna)”. 

FKA Twig’s “Caprisongs”:
The Apple Music description for this LP 

is ”The polymath’s mixtape is serpentine and 
exquisite” and this is the perfect commentary 
for this electric album. She starts the album 
with “ride the dragon” saying “I’m still that 
mysterious bitch,” which is truly an accurate 
definition of the Capricorn singer. The UK 
artist comes in with a squeaky voice and 
relatable storytelling as she takes you on a 
trip throughout this mixtape. 

Best songs: “meta angel”, “oh my love”, 
“careless(feat. Daniel Caesar)”

These three great albums were not the 
only Friday deliveries, as there were plenty 
of enjoyable singles released as well.

“Rush” by Raveena:
RnB fans received a great single from 

the lovely Raveena titled “Rush.” The 
lucid singer gives her fans a bubbly yet hip 
swaying track all in just three minutes.

"Little Bother" by King Princess & 
Foushee: 

The “Deep End” artist Foushee and the 
pop talent King Princess link up on “Little 
Bother." This track was previously on King 
Princess’ Instagram story, so fans have been 
eagerly waiting for awhile. 

“Revenge” by Joey Bada$$:
The Brooklyn beat Joey Bada$$ came 

back with his single “Revenge” wreaking 
havoc with its energy. This is orchestrated 
with the bighorns and the boastful lyrics like 
“They say success is the best revenge.”

"Surround Sound" by JID:
JID comes in with two other dynamic 

Atlanta artists, 21 Savage and Baby Tate, on 
a sensational Aretha Franklin sample. The 
Dreamville artist continues to exhibit his 
talent as he goes for the throat with every 
verse.

"All Eyes On Me" by Earthgang:
Finally, the Atlanta duo is back with 

another single as they prepare for their 
upcoming album “Ghetto Gods." This 
dynamic track focuses on the tragedies and 
struggles of being an African American in 
the United States. 

Not often are we given so many hits in 
one weekend. Hopefully in the near future we 
get new music from artists that have taken a 
hiatus. This is only a glimpse of all the great 
music that will be releasing this year.

Review: The 
Best Released 
Music from 
Friday, Jan 14

SOPHIA LEVEQUE
OPINIONS WRITER

Being a dog owner is one of the 
most rewarding things to be in life. 
The old saying, “A dog is a man’s 
best friend,” is not far from the truth. 
Dogs give us unconditional love and 
loyalty and have been doing so since 
before agriculture was invented. 

Thousands of years later, we 
expect to see changes within the 
species just like any other. Some 
breeds, however, have undergone 
such significant transformations that 
most people consider their breeding 
to be a form of animal cruelty. 
Therefore, it’s our duty as the 
consumers to be aware of who and 
where we get our furry little friends 
from. 

A common, yet poor example 
of selective breeding, is the 
English Bulldog. English Bulldogs 
experience the worst of it all. Bred 
to fight bulls, their bodies have been 
extremely morphed. Their heads 
are so large that when being born, 
the mother is required to undergo 
a c-section; Otherwise, her pelvic 

bone would break giving birth. The 
English Bulldog is also susceptible 
to hip dysplasia and arthritis due to 
their poor bone structure. With their 
snouts being inherently squished 
into their face, English Bulldogs 
also experience breathing problems 
on the daily. This causes them to 
overheat quickly and is the reason 
why they are often seen panting even 
when they are sitting still. 

These issues are only the tip of 
the iceberg with English Bulldogs as 
they require intensive and expensive 
care throughout their lives, which 
averages at 8-10 years. 

If you absolutely cannot resist the 
squishy face of an English Bulldog 
or their goofy and intelligent 
personalities, you should strongly 
consider rescuing instead of going 
through a breeder. This way, you 
get a squishy face to love and care 
for, while at the same time prevent 
the encouragement of poor English 
Bulldog breeding.

Other dogs that face similar issues 
to the English Bulldog would be the 
Pug, Basset Hound, Bull Mastiffs, 

and relatively any other dog with a 
shortened snout. 

The Australian Cattle Dog, on the 
other hand, is an ideal companion 
who tends to have a healthier breeding 
history. Their build and athleticism 
combine to make this breed one of 
the healthiest with the least amount 
of hereditary issues. The Australian 
Cattle Dog has a lifespan ranging 
from 12-16 years old. In fact, Bluey, 
a dog of this breed, holds the record 
for the oldest dog to ever live at 29 
years old. While it's possible that this 
is a coincidence, even the healthiest 
English Bulldog would not be able 
to live to this age.

Dogs like the Australian Cattle 
Dog who hold good breeding 
backgrounds would include the 
Beagle, Bichon Frise, and the 
Havanese. 

In short, I want to emphasize the 
necessity of doing research prior to 
purchasing a dog. Dogs give us so 
much love and happiness. The least 
we can do in return is encourage 
healthy dog breeding so that they can 
live happily and comfortably.

Opinion: Before buying a 
dog, doing your research is 
an absolute necessity 
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Areanna 
Combs 
becomes 
24th Eagle 
inducted 
into EMU’s 
1,000 
point club
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS WRITER

After defeating Central Michigan 80-60, 
Jan 8, the Eagles (4-7 overall, 1-3 MAC) 
headed to Kent State’s Memorial Athletic 
and Convocation Center to face the Kent 
State Golden Flashes (10-5 overall, 2-4 
MAC), Saturday, Jan 15.

Starting off hot, the Eastern Michigan 
Eagles took a 20-13 lead after a three-point 
shot from Zaniya Nelson. Going into the 
second quarter, the Eagles were up 23-19 
over the Golden Flashes. Returning for the 
second half of gameplay the Eagles weren’t 
able to maintain their lead and trailed KSU, 
41- 40 in the third quarter.

Kent State took a huge lead heading into 
the fourth quarter outscoring EMU 65 - 49. 
The Golden Flashes never looked back, 
claiming victory over the Eastern Michigan 
Eagles 83 - 58.

Redshirt senior Areanna Combs scored 
13 points against Kent State. EMU Athletics 
reported that during Saturday’s game, 

Combs registered her 1,000th point at EMU, 
becoming the 24th player in program history 
to reach this achievement.  

In a video presented by EMU Athletics, 
EMU coaches congratulated Combs on 
achieving this milestone. 

"Congratulations Ari on achieving 
another milestone. You’ve achieved it 
because of your hard work, your dedication 
and I couldn’t be happier for you. Because 
of the hours you put in both on the court, in 
the classroom, watching film, it is very well 
deserved. The best is yet to come for you,“ 
said Head Coach Fred Castro.

Combs holds a 96.3% proficiency in 
scoring, which is the highest in the MAC 
according to EMU Athletics. Combs has 
scored double-digits in 53 of 55 career games 
at EMU.

Danielle Rainey tallied 12 points against 
the Golden Flashes, 6 of which came from 
three-point field goals.

Senior Courtnie Lewis added 10 points 
to the Eagles’ final score and has scored 
10+ points in three back-to-back games, a 
personal best this season.

PHOTO CREDIT: ZACH STURGILL

EMU Women’s Basketball 
encountered a tough 
match-up with WMU
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS WRITER

In the third quarter, the Eagles came out 
and outscored Western Michigan 6-4 to tie 
things up at 38-38 heading into the fourth 
quarter. Western Michigan would go on an 
8-0 run to get separation but the Eagles kept 
fighting. EMU would fire away from deep, 
accounting for nine of their 19 points but 
it wasn’t enough as the Eagles fell to the 
Broncos, 62-57. 

The Eagles were led by redshirt junior 
Juanita Agosto and redshirt sophomore 

Ce’Nara Skanes. Agosto produced her 
second career double-double, scoring 14 
points and adding 10 rebounds, while Skanes 
put up 13 points and two assists. Redshirt 
senior Areanna Combs added 8 points. 

Defensively, EMU held WMU shooters 
to only 39.6 percent from the field. The 
Eagles also attacked the glass, outrebounding 
the Broncos 42-33. 

In a post-game interview held by EMU 
Athletics, head coach Fred Castro shared his 
thoughts about the loss. 

“We got some really good shots, we 
just didn’t knock them down and that's 

disappointing because I thought we had 
positioned ourselves to get a really good win 
at home,” Castro said. 

Coach Castro also shared his thoughts on 
the Juanita Agosto’s play. 

“Juanita’s effort was phenomenal,” 
Castro said. “14 points, 10 rebounds, shot 
7-11 from the field, played defense, she 
never let up. We need that consistently from 
our top seven in order to win in this league,” 
he added. 

For more information on everything 
Eastern Michigan women's hoops, you can 
visit EMUEagles.com.
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BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS WRITER

The Eastern Michigan Gymnastics 
team took on Mid-American Conference 
rival Central Michigan University inside 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center last 
Friday, Jan 14. Friday's matinee resulted in 
the Eagles topping the Chippewas, 193.525-
192.925. 

EMU started with vault and was led by 
senior Kara Roberts who scored a 9.800, 
which tied for first on the apparatus. The 
Eagles totaled a score of 48.600 in the first 
rotation. 

On bars, the Eagles totaled a score of 
48.900, as sophomore Raisa Boris and junior 

Hadyn Crossen both scored 9.825 to earn 
spots tied for second. The score marked a 
career-high for Boris. 

Transitioning to beam, freshman Ella 
Chemotti achieved the top score for the 
Eagles with a personal-best 9.825 to reach 
second. Chemotti’s performance helped 
EMU produce an event total of 48.900. 

The Eagles finished the matchup on the 
floor, earning a score of 47.125. Junior Molly 
Parris achieved a career-high of 9.825 to lead 
the Eagles to a 193.525 - 192.925 win. 

In the all-around competition, Hadyn 
Crossen finished second with a cumulative 
score of 38.350. 

For information on all EMU Gymnastics 
and more, you can visit EMUEagles.com. 

EMU Gymnastics 
tops rival Central 
Michigan University

JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS WRITER

On Friday, Jan 14, Eastern Michigan 
track & field claimed victories at the Akron 
Quad Meet in the Stile Athletics Field House. 
Eastern Michigan men’s team scored a 163, 
over Akron’s 123 and Buffalo’s 113. The 
women’s team final score of 165 claimed 
victorious over Akron's 156 and Buffalo's 
118.

Taige Bryant exceeded his school record 
toss of 22.56m in weight throw with a 
22.85m toss. Bryant's throw ranked second 
in the nation and first in the Mid-American 
Conference. Kadian Clarke also claimed 
victory in the weight throw, recording a 
personal season-best of 19.65m.

“Taige Bryant has taken his performances 
to a whole new level. It will be exciting to see 
what he can accomplish this season,” said 
Director and Head Coach Sue Parks.

Sprinter Kaleb Simpson completed a 
double-win in the 60m and 200m dash. 
Simpson finished the 60m in 6.86 seconds, 
afterward completing the 200m in 21.35 

seconds. Kyle Martin recorded two new 
personal records of 6.92 seconds in the 
60m and 21.86 seconds in the 200m dash. 
Almighty Williamson ran a career-high in 
the 60m hurdles with a time of 7.99 seconds. 

Baldvin Magnusson had a strong 
showcase placing in the 800 (2nd - 1:52.79), 
mile (1st - 4:04.15), and 3000 (1st - 8:03.35). 
Magnusson’s mile time records a new 
personal best. 

Toby Gualter, Solomon Costa, and 
Marcus Kemp also completed new personal 
best times in the mile. Gualter also had a 
personal record in the 3000m with 8:09.62.

Sprinter Mair Edwards won the 400m 
dash in 56.24 seconds, and Noriyah Johnson 
took second place with 56.75 seconds, a new 
personal best. Alysse Wade recorded a third 
victory in 60m hurdles this season with a 
time of 8.73 seconds. Lexi Seifert earned a 
new personal best (5:00.54) in the mile.

The women’s 4x400 relay team placed 
first in the event. Tiffany Cernej-Garcia, 
Mair Edwards, Saraiah Walkes, and Noriyah 
Johnson, finished the relay in 3:48.35, almost 
10 seconds faster than the second placed 
team.

EMU Track &
Field finish 1st in 
Akron Quad Meet

Eastern Michigan men's 
basketball falls short to 
Kent State 56-47

JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS WRITER

On Tuesday Jan. 18, the Eastern Michigan 
University men’s basketball team fell short to 
Kent State University in the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center. The final score was 56-
47, which makes the Eagle’s record 7-9, 2-3 
conference play.

The Eagles were outscored 26-17 in the 
first half by the Golden Flashes, but tied in 
the second half 30-30, making the final score 
56-47.

Bryce McBride outscored everyone with 
20 points off the bench. This is the second 
game this season that McBride has had 20 
points-or-more, and the 10th time this season 
he’s had double-digit scoring in a contest. 

He also went 13-13 from the free throw line, 
making it his third time this season going 
100% from the line. Nate Scott contributed 
nine points, with Colin Golson Jr. adding six 
points.

EMU had 12 points in the paint, as 
well as 12 points off fast breaks. Darion 
Spottsville, Luka Savicevic, and McBride, 
each contributed one three-pointer in this 
match.

The bench had a total of 23 points 
collectively in the game, which made a 
difference in EMU's score. The Eagle’s also 
made 22-26 free throws, which is the third 
instance this season that EMU made 20-or-
more free throws in a single game.

Mo Njie led the game in rebounds 
with six boards, which contributed to the 
32 rebounds collected by the Eagles in 

Tuesday’s game. Njie also completed two 
blocks, making this match the third time he’s 
had multiple rejections in a single game this 
season. EMU forced 14 Kent State turnovers, 
which resulted in 16 points for the Eagles.

“One thing we can’t do is beat ourselves. 
There were just so many unforced errors,” 
head coach Stan Heath said. “We worked 
hard to be better defensively. I think the 
numbers reflect that. I think one thing that 
we didn’t want to do is be a team that fouled 
so much. [Kent State] was the number one 
free throw shooting team.” (emueagles.com)

The Eagles are set to travel to Bowling 
Green, OH on Tuesday Jan. 25 to play 
Bowling Green State University at 7 p.m. in 
Stroh Center. You can watch this game on 
ESPN+ or listen at WEMU 89.1.

EMU Gymnastics 
team earns their 
7th consecutive 
win against ISU

PHOTO CREDIT: ERIDANI SANCHEZ

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS WRITER

EMU Gymnastics took home the win 
Friday, Jan. 21 over Illinois State improving 
their season record to 2-1, 1-0 MAC. 

According to EMU Athletics, before 
Friday’s meet, the Eagles were on a six-meet 
win-streak against Illinois State, having not 
lost to ISU since Feb. 2, 2013. 

Going into Friday’s match up, EMU 
ranked second and third in the Mid-
American Conference on beam (48.838) and 
bars (48.713).

Team mates Molly Parris and Anna 
Grace McCullough both scored a 9.750 on 
bars, bringing the score to 48.575 compared 

to Illinois State's 48.725 after the first round. 
The gap increased after competing on vault 
97.200-96.600, however Kara Roberts 
placed sixth after her 9.750 finish. 

Illinois State’s lead didn’t last long after 
the Eagles made their presence known on 
floor scoring a 48.625. EMU had a strong 
finish on beam with a score of 48.725 where 
Ella Chemotti scored a 9.850, a career high 
for the freshman. 

The Eagles will return to the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center Jan. 28 to 
host Ball State, Western Michigan, and 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh at 6pm for the EMU 
Quad. All home meets this season will be 
broadcasted on ESPN 3. Keep up with EMU 
Gymnastics on Twitter or Instagram @
emugym. 
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 579 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough

HISTORICAL HELEN | BRIE BEASLEY #PROBLEMSOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M.

SELF DESTRUCTIVE DR.WEEZY  | TARIQ HARRIS FEATURED COMIC

7
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The Echo announces student 
editorial board for Winter 2022

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Eastern Echo team is delighted to 
announce its new team of editors for the 
winter semester, as well as some of its plans 
for the new year.

Layla McMurtrie will be serving as 
Editor-in-Chief. McMurtrie is a junior 
majoring in journalism, with a minor in 
women and gender studies. She has been a 
part of the Echo since her freshman year in 
2019 starting as an opinion writer and music 
review columnist; in 2020 Layla became the 
podcast editor. In fall of 2021, McMurtrie 
was promoted to managing editor, helping 
recruit new writers and creating goals for the 
rest of her time with us. 

In 2022, she plans to get the people of 
EMU and Ypsilanti more involved with 
the Echo. This will include writing more 
articles about Eastern’s talented students 
and Ypsilanti’s great businesses, engaging 
with our audience more on social media 
and getting our print edition further into the 
Ypsilanti community again.

The rest of the Echo’s editorial board will 
include: Emma Adkins as managing editor, 
Megan Forystek as news editor, Areena 
Basmadjian as assistant news editor,  Caleb 
Burlingame as opinions editor, Christian 
Byers as sports editor, Nicholas Megdanoff 
as comics editor, Tre  Briscoe as podcast 
editor, Jenna Robinson and Aaron Hughes as 
copy editors, Valerie Goodwin and Courtney 

Mortier as digital editors, and Marq Stafford 
as design chief. 

“I’ve been at the Echo for two years now 
and have met so many new and interesting 
people. While my major is marketing, this 
position can help prepare you for any future 
career. I’ve honed my writing skills to a 
fine point and now have a portfolio with 
over 50 stories on it for employers to see. 
I also was able to move up to a leadership 
position which looks great on a resume,” 
said opinions editor Caleb Burlingame. 

People of all fields of study work for The 
Echo, as working for us is a starting point 
for learning skills that are helpful in all 
career paths. Rather than solely journalism 
majors, we want to guide all students in 
gaining expertise in areas from writing to 
communication to multimedia and more. 

“I have been working for The Echo since 
Fall 2019 with the digital media section. 
My time at The Echo has given me great 
insight into the world of digital media and 
has prepared me well for potential future 
opportunities after college. The Echo is a 
great place to gain knowledge about the 
world of journalism and grow your personal 
portfolio,” said digital editor Valerie 
Goodwin. 

The Echo is always looking for new 
writers and staff and working with us 
without a doubt gives you a multitude of 
opportunities for growth. 

“The Echo management team and writers 
have exhibited courage and tenacity in the 
past year as the pandemic forced changes 

in the way they cover the university and 
the Ypsilanti community,” Eastern Student 
Media Advisor Christine Uthoff said as the 
new management team was announced. 
“Through it all, these student media leaders 
– including outgoing Editor-In-Chief Juliana 
Lumaj, preserved, and never wavered from 
their duty to keep fellow students and the 
community informed, both online and as 
the print edition returned for the Fall 2021 
semester.”

During the pandemic, The Echo team was 
able to focus more on its digital offerings, 
including more podcasting and delivering 
the news via social media channels. 

“As the team transitions to the winter 
semester, under newly appointed Editor-in-
Chief Layla McMurtrie, they are in a position 
to continue that great, converged coverage.”

The team also salutes Lumaj, who led 
the team as it returned to print production 
in the fall and helped to jumpstart the staff 
rebuilding post pandemic. Lumaj is a 
journalism major who has been working with 
The Echo since 2020. She has participated in 
internship programs with MLive and Hour 
Magazine in Detroit. 

The Echo’s editors are ecstatic to work 
hard this semester to make the Echo a 
community again, as well as efficiently serve 
EMU with consistent and timely news. 

If you are interested in working with us, 
please contact managing@easternecho.com. 

If you have any questions or ideas for us 
in the upcoming semester, feel free to email 
editor@easternecho.com. PHOTO CREDIT: ERIDANI SANCHEZ


