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Echo Sports Highlight:
Allison Phillips

See page 5

EMU football v.s. Toledo
See page 7

What are 
EMU students 
dressing up as 
for Halloween?

“”I have two different 
costumes for Halloween: 
Arthur from the PBS 
children’s show, and Mario 
from Nintendo.” 

— Cassie Paige,
Elementary Education 

“I have to work, but I’m 
gonna wear a tank top and 
a black turtleneck and go 
‘boo’”

— Anna Bowling,
Communications and 

Women and Gender 
Studies

“I’ll be dressing up as 
President Smith”

— Geoff Gauthier,
Secondary Education

“I’m being The Batman”
— Sydney O’Connor,

Fine Arts

“Gintoki Sakata from 
Gintama”

— Christopher Kennedy,
Computer Science

Election Day: What to know?
NAOMI BARBOUR
POLITICS REPORTER
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On Nov. 8, Michigan voters will choose 
the next governor, lieutenant governor, 
attorney general, secretary of state, and 
congressional district representatives. 
Voters will also decide on three proposals 
focused on term limits, election access, and 
abortion rights. 

Eastern Michigan University 
encourages everyone who is eligible to 
exercise their right to vote and cancelled 
classes on Election Day to give students 
and faculty time to get to the polls. 

Additionally, EMU’s Honors College is 
serving as a new polling location this year, 
for voters in Ypsilanti’s Ward 3, Precinct 1.

Here’s what student voters should know 
for this election: 

Getting prepared
• Make sure you are registered to 

vote.
• Find your polling location on your 

voter registration card or on the 
city's map.

• Bring a valid ID.
Other Election Day tips 
• The ride share app Lyft is offering 

50% off to help people get to the 
polls using code VOTE22 on 

Election Day.
• Read all instructions on your 

ballot.
• Check out Vote411.org for more 

voting information.
• If you make a mistake on your 

ballot you can ask for a new one.
• If the machines are down at your 

polling place you can ask for a 
paper ballot.

• If you run into any problems or 
have questions on Election Day, 
call the Election Protection Hotline 
at 1-866-OUR-VOTE.

What will be on the ballot 
Key statewide races
• Governor: Incumbent Gretchen 

Whitmer (D) faces Republican 
challenger Tudor Dixon 

• Lt. Governor: Incumbent Garlin 
Gilchrist II (D) faces Republican 
challenger Shane Hernandez

• Attorney General: Incumbent 
Dana Nessel (D) faces GOP 
challenger Matthew DePerno

• Secretary of State: Incumbent 
Jocelyn Benson (D) faces GOP 
challenger Kristina Karamo

Note: In each of the four state leadership 
offices, the races also include a number 
of candidates that are either independent 
or aligned with another political party, 
including from other parties, including the 
Green, Libertarian, Natural Law and U.S. 

Taxpayers parties.
Proposal guide
Proposal 1 alters and shortens term 

limits, and mandates financial disclosure 
for state elected officials. The proposal 
would require state lawmakers and those 
holding top statewide offices to disclose 
information about their finances that could 
reveal potential conflicts of interest. Under 
the proposed constitutional amendment, the 
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of 
state, attorney general, and state legislators 
would have to file an annual report that 
includes a description of their assets and 
liabilities.

Voting “yes” would apply a flat 12-
year term limit to lawmakers’ tenure and 
strengthen financial disclosure rules for 
state elected officials, such as the governor, 
secretary of state, attorney general, and all 
148 state lawmakers.

Voting “no” allows lawmakers to serve 
up to six years in the House and eight years 
in the Senate, with no financial disclosure 
requirements for the state’s top elected 
officials.

Proposal 2 establishes at least nine 
days of in-person early voting; allows the 
counting of military and overseas ballots 
postmarked by Election Day that arrives 
within six days of the election; and enables 
voters to automatically receive absentee 
ballots for all future elections. Furthermore, 
it would establish a "fundamental right to 

vote" in the Michigan Constitution and 
bar actions that have "the intent or effect 
of denying, abridging, interfering with, or 
unreasonably burdening the fundamental 
right to vote."

A “yes” vote would add several changes 
to the Michigan Constitution, including 
allowing nine days of early voting and 
expanded access to absentee voting.

A “no” vote would reject the proposed 
changes and keep existing election 
procedures.

Proposal 3 would specifically add 
to the Michigan Constitution the right to 
seek an abortion. The proposal establishes 
a "fundamental right to reproductive 
freedom, which entails the right to make 
and effectuate decisions about all matters 
relating to pregnancy." The constitutional 
amendment states that the "right to 
reproductive freedom shall not be denied, 
burdened, nor infringed upon unless 
justified by a compelling state interest 
achieved by the least restrictive means."

A "yes" vote would write a broad new 
right to "reproductive freedom" into the 
Michigan Constitution, invaliding a 1931 
abortion ban and potentially other existing 
regulations.

A "no" vote would leave abortion access 
up to elected officials in Lansing or judges, 
possibly resulting in the upholding of the 
1931 abortion ban.

PHOTO CREDIT: CAROLINE MURREL
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EMU Changing the Cycle brings back 
its most-attended event Paint Your Flow

ZAINA ALRASHED
NEWS REPORTER

EMU Changing the Cycle and the 
Women’s Resource Center creates an event 
aimed toward encouraging students to 
express what menstruation means to them 
on Nov. 3 from 5-7:00 p.m in the Student 
Center room 270.

The aim of the event, similar to that of 
the organization, is to motivate students 
to fight against period poverty and the 
stigmatization of the topic. Changing the 
Cycle is and always has been a student-run 
organization, allowing social work students 
to intern as part of their education. 

Student interns Chyna Smalley, Victoria 
Strickland, and Skylar Person came up 
with the event after joining the organization 
through their majors and finding a mutual 
passion for art. It was their best-attended 
event in the winter, so they decided to bring 
it back this fall.

Attendees will be supplied with canvas 
and paint to create their own interpretation 
of menstruation in a safe and non-
judgmental space. The organizers will 
also have a short talk, discussing the main 
issues they advocate for.

“Our mission is to end period poverty 
on campus, and there’s really two facets 
to that. One of them is actually providing 
the products and making sure people know 

that they are there, but the other part is 
breaking down the stigma of talking about 
it,” Janelle Polasek Changing the Cycle’s 
project manager said.“Society shames us 

enough. We don’t need more shame.”
The team’s passion allowed them to set 

designated spots around EMU’s campus 
to allow access to free menstrual products 
for any student. By the end of the semester, 
free period products will be offered in more 
than 70 locations.

The organization advocates that period 
poverty cannot be fixed without open 
conversations.

“Paint your flow is really about breaking 
down those barriers and giving people an 
artistic outlet to paint something we can 
barely talk about,” Polasek said.

She has also expressed some push-
back seen by the community, as some 
believe that menstrual products should 
not be so openly displayed. However, 
making free period products available to 
as many students as possible is the main 
goal for EMU Change the Cycle. Keeping 
these products in women-only bathrooms 
would mean disabling transmasculine or 
transgender men that may require these 
products from attaining them.

The event helps break a barrier in 
EMU’s culture that remains sensitive to 
these real issues that need to be addressed. 
Organizers hope that individuals can 
become more comfortable with discussing 
their period and asking for help when it’s 
needed.

“I hope people leave with the idea that 
there is no right way to feel about having 
a period or about talking about it. And just 
like their paintings, that can be as unique to 
them as they are,” Polasek said.

Students are asked to pre-register for 
the event, to ensure enough supplies are 
provided. This event is LBC approved and 
open to people of all gender expressions.

BOARD MEMBERS OF STUDENTS ORGANIZE 4 SYRIA AT EMU GATHER AT THE STUDENT CENTER ON OCT. 28 FOR THEIR LATEST 
MEETING.

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID REYES

EDITOR'S NOTE: EMU's 15,000 students arrive in Ypsilanti from 50 states, 
and 83 countries, bringing with them diverse cultures and backgrounds. To explore 
that diversity, this article is the first in a series on campus organizations designed to 
highlight and share the beauty of cultures from around the world.

Last week: Kapamilya Club
This week: Students Organized for Syria

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students Organize 4 Syria, also known 
as SOS, at Eastern Michigan University 
is a non-religious, apolitical, nonprofit 
organization and club with the goal of 
aiding Syrian people locally and overseas, 
as well as educating students on Syrian 
culture.

“We work to spread awareness about 
the humanitarian crisis that’s happening 
in Syria, and we do that through advocacy, 
educational campaigns, fundraising,” 
EMU SOS founder Yara Almatroud said.

Almatroud and her family moved to 
the United States from Syria about seven 
years ago and had to start their lives all 
over. When the U.S. opened immigration 
for Syrian refugees, Almatroud’s family 
wanted to help out others arriving who 
didn’t have much support at the time. 

“My mom and her friends opened a 
warehouse in the Ann Arbor area and we 
started collecting stuff for them and taking 
donations from people to buy them stuff for 
when they first move in,“ Almatroud said. 
“When I got to university, I wanted to get 
more people to do that with me and I found 
out that there is a national organization that 
does that; so I opened a chapter here and 
that’s basically how we started.” 

SOS is a national, student-led initiative 
with chapters across the country and 
globally. 

As the Arab community at EMU 
increased, SOS began holding more social 
events and educational campaigns to bring 
more awareness to the organization.

Almatroud does not work alone though. 
Help comes from a board of other students 
including: Co-president Zainab Almayahi; 
Co-president Rama Badawi; Vice President 
Ghaeth Khasawneh; Treasurer Omar 
Nahlawi; Secretary Bayann Ankouni; 
Philantropist Ahmad Issa; Marketing Chair 

Mahmoud Osman; and members at large 
Ali Alsabbar and Shahd Almatroud. 

SOS’s members host weekly meetings 
to discuss events and hope to host one 
philanthropy event, one social event and 
one educational event a month.

These events are not only for Syrian 
students, but any EMU student who wants 
to attend and learn about the history of 
Syria and what’s happening in the country. 

“It’s important for everyone to know 
that it’s open for everyone and just because 
our name is Syrian, it doesn’t mean just 
for Syrians, and it’s not just for Arabs, it’s 
for everybody and I think everyone should 
come and check it out because it’s not what 
people think,” Badawi said.

Following the start of the Syrian Civil 
War in 2011, which caused millions of 
people to lose their homes and move away, 
the United States opened its door to Syrian 
refugees, many of whom were young 
children at the time. Now, those children 
are at a point in their lives where they 
have to start making decisions about their 
futures, and members of SOS want to help 
those young adults prepare. 

“We go translate for parents who 
don’t know English, we help high school 
students apply for colleges and try to figure 
out what major they want to go into and 
basically help them and basically we’re 
making them feel like their dreams are 
possible,” Almatroud said.  

After hearing stories of many students 
dropping out due to language barriers and 
little help, SOS members decided this past 
summer to focus on incoming college and 
high school students. 

These students “didn’t really have 
someone there helping them, telling them 
that what you want to be, or your dream 
career or goal, could happen,“ Almatroud 
said. “We started going to their houses, 
helping them apply for college, helping 
them find scholarships and all of this. We’re 
actually planning hopefully by the end of 

Students Organize 4 Syria
at EMU helps young Syrian 
refugees follow their dreams

this year to hold portfolio workshops to 
teach them how to write a resume, to teach 
them how to go on with job interviews and 
college interviews and all of this.” 

SOS’s main goal is to support the 
Syrian community and spread the word for 
students to join the organization. 

Last year, the group raised about $3,000 
for a Syrian refugee camp in Lebanon, 
sending heaters, jackets, and blankets for 
winter. 

“Winter there gets really bad and 
when they live in tents, they don’t really 
have a lot of insulation, so we basically 
gave every tent a heater, blankets, some 
cooking essentials such as oil, rice and all 
of that. And then for the kids, we gave them 
vouchers to go and buy winter jackets and 
clothes with it,” Almatroud said. “After we 
sent the clothes overseas, we got a video of 
all of them shopping. They’re all so happy, 
and it just put smiles on their faces and 

knowing that we’re making a difference 
and we’re helping people out.” 

The members said their favorite part of 
SOS is the impact they have on people. 

“Even just like people that we helped 
get into college, knowing that I was part 
of somebody’s life, and I helped them 
do something that big, it’s a pretty cool 
feeling,” Badawi said.

The group also enjoys the people they 
get to meet and form bonds with. 

“We met so many students where like in 
a sense they didn’t really have any friends 
and they felt more alone,“ Almayahi said. 
“Once they came, they felt more welcome, 
more at home, so really just like making 
everyone feel comfortable and leaving a 
huge impact is like a great thing.”

These Syrian students said that a main 
part of their culture is hospitality and giving 
people their all as soon as you meet them. 

“A big thing in our culture is literally 

like you meet somebody, they’re part of 
you now,“ Badawi said. “I think that’s a big 
thing that we were all raised on, I wouldn’t 
say overly kind, but to other cultures, we’re 
very welcoming, kind and generous in a 
way.”

In November, SOS plans to host a 
Syrian cultural night to make everyone 
feel comfortable with culture thought 
performances, presentations and food. SOS 
wants students at EMU to see how Syria 
was back in the day outside of the war and 
humanitarian crisis. 

Almatroud said EMU as a university 
could help support Syrian people more 
by offering affordable English Second 
Language classes and funding organizations 
to host events and educate people about 
what’s happening around the world. 

To learn more about the organization 
and stay up to date on upcoming events, 
follow the club @sos.emu on Instagram.
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SENIYA BAIG
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University's fall 2022 
Career Fair is available for all students on 
Nov. 2 from 11a.m to 3p.m in the Student 
Center Ballroom.

EMU has been offering their career fair 
to students and alumni for the past 30 years. 
Students are able to set up appointments 
with their career coaches and job and 
internship specialists to get career advice. 
Students and alumni are able to create their 
profiles as well as upload their resumes 
onto Handshake which employers are able 
to view.

"The best way to prepare for the Fall 
Career Fair is to view the companies that 
will be participating in Handshake ahead 

of time and do a little research into what 
they will be hiring for and find a bit about 
their companies." Crystal Walrath, assistant 
director of the University Advising and 
Career Delvopmeny Center (UACDC) 
said. "Make sure to have a resume ready 
to hand out, those can be reviewed ahead 
of time by contacting the UACDC and 
dress appropriately. We have the Career 
Closet available for students who need 
professional clothing."

The fall career fair will be held in the 
Student Center ballroom where employers 
will have a table with representatives at 
them. Students will be able to approach 
the tables and discuss with the employers 
their different job opportunities. Students 
will then be able to ask questions about the 
specific opportunities that interest them.

"I would suggest that students make 

sure to tailor their application materials 
to each job opening they are applying for. 
Be sure to include all documents the job 
posting requests," Walrath said "Many 
people only include a resume even though 
a posting indicates to include a cover 
letter. To prepare for an interview be sure 
to research the company, do a practice (or 
mock) interview prior to going for the actual 
interview. Also, research current trends in 
the type of field you are interviewing for."

There are many career coaches that 
are able to work with students and are 
able to determine the past career paths for 
students. The UACDC goal is to support 
EMU students as they make important 
career choices. More details can be found 
on the events page on Handshake and any 
student can set up an appointment with 
career coaches at the UACDC.

EMU holds all major Career Fair on Nov. 2

MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Pumpkins on the Patio: Oct. 31
Celebrate Halloween with Campus 

Life with pumpkin carving, trick or 
treating, and a haunted hallway with cider 
and donuts for everyone. This event runs 
from 4-7 p.m. on the Student Center patio.

All Hallows Illumination: Nov. 1 
Bring your carved pumpkin to light 

up Frog Island Amphitheater for the 4th 
annual Illumination of Frog Island.

EMU Fall Career Fair: Nov. 2
The EMU 2022 Fall Career Fair is open 

to students and alumni from all majors and 
industries. Pre-registration is encouraged. 
This event is from 11-3 p.m. in the Student 
Center ballroom. Read our feature story on 
the event for more information. 

Paint Your Flow with Changing the 
Cycle and WRC: Nov. 3

This event runs from 5-7 p.m. in 
Student Center Room 270. Read our 
featured story for more information.

Trivia and Charcuterie: Nov. 3
Play trivia with the chance to win 

prizes, such as a charcuterie board. 
Enjoy free food, play trivia, and watch 
Ratatouille. This event runs from 8-10 
p.m. in The Commons.

EMU Honor Orchestra & Choir 
Concert : Nov. 4

Join for a performance by high school 
students from over 20 different schools 
that will be on campus as part of the 2nd 
Annual EMU Honor Orchestra and Honor 
Choir. This event runs from 7:30 to 9:00 
p.m in Pease Auditorium. LBC-approved 
event.

Ypsilanti Bourbon Fest: Nov. 5
Come to an indoor bourbon festival 

featuring over 100+ whiskeys, with a few 
non-bourbon options such as beer, wine & 
non-alcoholic options. There will also be 
food trucks, live music, vendors, and more. 
This event will be hosted at the Ypsilanti 
Freighthouse from 4-8 p.m. will various 
sessions, tickets range from $10-$100.

What's 
the move 
at EMU? 
Oct. 31 - 
Nov. 6

ZAINA ALRASHED
NEWS REPORTER

The latest publication of data from 
the American Society For Engineering 
Education (ASEE) identified GameAbove 
as the engineering college with the highest 
percentage of African American students 
enrolled and graduated in the state of 
Michigan.

The state average for the percentage 
of African American students at Michigan 
colleges is 4.6%, while EMU’s percentage 
is 11.4%. It was additionally reported that 
GameAbove holds the highest percentage 
of African American students graduating 
from a technology or engineering program, 
reaching 10.5% while the state average has 
dropped to just 3.1%.

This notable ranking received both 
shocked and unruffled responses from 
enrolled students at GameAbove. Current 
senior, Janae Spears, pursuing a degree in 
Product Design Engineering Technology, 
was unsurprised by the fact. She noted that 
EMU is located in a lower-income area with 
a higher population of African American 
individuals, and the promising programs 
offered by GameAbove at a manageable 
cost allow EMU to be a consistent option 
for local students.

Senior EMU student Chinedu Terry-
Daniel Ifemeje, pursuing Electrical and 
Computer Engineering with a minor in 
Computer Science, was initially surprised 
by this ranking but identified that it made 

sense. He expressed that EMU feels like 
an expansion of Ypsilanti, and younger 
students in the area easily gravitate to it 
as a financially doable extension of their 
education.

“From a macro perspective, this college 
actually having an engineering program 
and offering it, I think all these kids that 
grew up in less privileged areas now have 
new opportunities,“ Tery-Daniel Ifemeje 
said. 

Additionally, as a student that was not 
born in Michigan, Ifemeje highlights that 
EMU’s offering of in-state tuition to out-
of-state students was his primary reason 
for attending. Finances tend to dictate a 
student’s path more than their genuine 
passion. 

While EMU continues to be an 
affordable option, the College of 
Engineering only became one that students 
enthusiastically sought after its recent 
renovation. $40 million was spent to 
renovate and expand GameAbove’s main 
building, funded by a diverse group of 
benevolent alumni from EMU. 

One of the most significant developments 
in the College of Engineering is the new 
majors and programs added including 
electrical and computer engineering as well 
as product design engineering technology, 
giving students more options at a similar 
price point.

EMU is Ifemeje’s third academic 
institution since immigrating to the United 
States from Lagos, Nigeria. Diversity at 

GameAbove is wide with Ifemeje noting 
that every professor in his major is a person 
of color.

“Our dean is Palestinian, so it feels 
diverse from the top down. I don’t think 
diversity has ever been their issue.”

He encourages faculty at EMU to stop 
attempting to follow the path of bigger 
academic institutions with larger donors 
and focus on identifying what makes this 
institution better, such as rankings like 
these.

"We do have the diversity and the most 
important thing about having that diversity 
is that you have different thinkers. You 
have people that can think outside the box. 
And I don't think Eastern has utilized that 
properly,“ Ifemeje said.

Junior Chidera Ezeokonkwo is enrolled 
in EMU’s computer science program with a 
minor in computer engineering. Similarly, 
she immigrated to the United States from 
Lagos, Nigeria. Ezeokonkwo found the 
ranking difficult to believe when asked 
about GameAbove’s diversity.

“From where I’m standing, I just 
don’t see them. But 10% is not that high, 
so I understand why I can’t see them,” 
Ezeokonkwo said.

While EMU has attained this title, 
some question if it's something to be 
proud of or a sad reminder of a general 
lack of representation in other institutions. 
GameAbove’s faculty does include a range 
of individuals with different ethnicities that 
seem to be dependent on the major.

EMU has highest percentage of

African American engineering

students among Michigan universities
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KASPER MIELKE
COLUMNIST

Architects’ 2021 album “For Those 
That Wish To Exist” was considered one 
of the best records to come of the year. Its 
heaviness and radical lyricism made the 
metal scene wild, making it hard for any 
other record to come close.

This British rock band raised the bar. 
Now ten albums into their career, the band 
is not slowing down. 

The new LP titled “the classic symptoms 
of a broken spirit” combines electronic and 
heavy metal elements to give it a modern 
metal feel. 

Album Highs 
“be very afraid” - 9.5/10
This song alone shows off the band’s 

chops throughout the whole album. 
Architects is a well-known band in the 
metal scene, and they certainly did not 
disappoint that audience. 

In the final track, it seems that there 
are backing vocals that sound like that of 
Corpse Husband. The beginning drum beat 
kicks this song into high gear and does not 
let up for a moment until the birds chirping 
sounds finish off the record. 

The sounds of nature ending the album 
are unique since the record is chaotic. If 
there were to be a meaning put to it, then 
it would be that since the record is about 
stressful topics, the artist decided to finish 
it off by giving the listener something 
peaceful. 

However, this was interpreted from 
listening to the record from beginning to 

end, but it will not be a waste of time. 
Album Lows 
There is no specific track that gives this 

album any lows, but rather the topic matter 
of each song. While most of the lyrical 
content is well thought out and intentionally 
so, it is also hard to understand and might 
take a few listens to do so. 

Lyrically it also might be too political, 
and while talking about important issues 
within the songs is good, there is also a 
point where someone might get irritated 
with it. It varies from person to person, but 
it still might be a downside. 

It should be said that this album is 
also very musically heavy. Architects had 
a clear audience in mind when writing 
this, and they make it very clear with the 
impactful musicality That being said, this 
record is not going to be musically for 
everyone. It is not a good beginner album, 
so someone who might want to get into 
metal music should start with something a 
little easier on the ears. 

Honorable Mentions 
“living is killing us” - 8/10 
“spit the bone” - 9/10 
“born again pessimist” - 8.5/10 
Overview 
Architects gave the music scene a good 

addition to the fourth quarter of 2022. 
Many fans did not think they could top 

“For Those That Wish To Exist”, but it is 
clear that this record is proof that they are 
only going to get better. 

If someone had a broken spirit before 
listening to this record, it is certainly no 
longer. 

I would rate it an 8.4 out of 10

Review: Architect’s ‘the classic 

symptoms of a broken spirit’

'Halloween Ends' brings 
a horrendous ending to 
an incredible franchise
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

When you think the "Halloween” 
franchise couldn't get any worse, meet 
"Halloween Ends." If you know what's 
good for you I’d stop at "Halloween Kills" 
and forget this movie ever existed (just like 
Halloween II).

Synopsis
Four years after her last encounter 

with Michael Myers, Laurie Strode tries 
to embrace life and let go of her fear. 
However, with a town living in constant 
chaos, people become unhinged. A young 
man is accused of murdering a boy he was 
babysitting and it throws Laurie back into 
the spiral of evil and forces her to confront 
it one last time. 

“Halloween Ends” stars Jamie Lee 

Curtis as Laurie Strode, Andi Matchak as 
Allyson Nelson, Rohan Campbell as Corey 
Cunningham, and James Jude Courtney as 
Michael Myers.

What I loved 
I cannot for the life of me think of one 

thing I loved about this movie. It felt like 
a rollercoaster, but in the worst way. I 
would like to say I loved the nostalgia and 
flashbacks, but they looked like a photoshop 
collage done by a middle schooler. 

Needless to say, I know why this film 
went straight to Peacock.

What I didn't love
The whole plot. The entire plot 

was unnecessary and confusing for a 
"Halloween" film. Not only do we have an 
unnecessary antagonist just so we can rely 
on the nostalgia factor, but we see Michael 
Myers for a total of 15 minutes (and that's 
being generous).

It feels like a cop-out to say the whole 
film, so ill just briefly summarize some 
things I didn't love. 

There were so many random flashback 
collages added to the film (you don't need 
a flashback to the film from a year ago). It 
wasn't scary in the slightest, it just made 
you tilt your head and go huh? 

Also, the whole film basically victim-
shames people for their trauma and it's just 
very overdone and exhausting. I could go 
on, but ill save the time and just says it's 
lackluster at best.

Verdict
I would suggest watching this movie if 

you want a good laugh at what they did to 
the franchise, other than that just stick to 
the original.

I would rate “Halloween Ends” a 1 
out of 10.

The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Experience at the State Wayne 
Theater keeps tradition alive 
AMY COOMER
COLUMNIST

In 1975, the Rocky Horror Picture Show 
(RHPS) was released to the public and was 
not a box office success. The movie was 
considered a flop and was not given much 
promotion or attention for a while after its 
initial release. 

However, during some showings of the 
movie, something began to happen. People 
began to interact with the movie in ways 
that were very unique from the typical 
movie-going experience. 

Audience participation is what has kept 
the RHPS in the cultural canon for forty-
seven years. People yell at the screen, bring 

bags of props, develop dance routines, and 
even act out the entire movie in front of 
the screen. This dedication to the movie 
has brought about volunteer organizations 
just to keep the authentic movie-going 
experience alive. 

The Michigan Rocky Horror 
Preservation Society (MiRHPS) is one of 
these, and it runs out of the State Wayne 
Theater. 

The Rocky Horror Experience at the 
State Wayne Theater is authentic for a 
handful of reasons. They heavily encourage 
attendees to say the most obscene things on 
the screen to interact with the movie itself 
and have an entire volunteer cast to act as 
the characters below the screen for an even 
more interactive experience. 

MiRHPS sells bags of props at the 
theater and encourages their attendees to 
dress up like the characters in the movie. 
It is not uncommon to walk into the theater 
before the show and see people in full sets 
of lingerie or shiny gold speedos. 

They want to provide old and new 
viewers with the same experience that 
people had at the beginning of the RHPS 
journey, almost fifty years ago. Through 
their hard work and dedicated volunteers, 
they can keep the traditions of the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show experience alive. 

If you’ve never seen the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show and feel like going out 
of your comfort zone to do so, I would 
recommended going to State Wayne 
Theater. The theater gives newcomers to 

the show a welcome hand and a hearty 
introduction to the cult classic that doesn’t 
seem to be fading away any time soon. 

Performances of the show occur on 
the second and fourth weekends of every 
month. 

I would give it a 9 out of 10 

Review: The School 
for Good and Evil

MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

If you're a fan of any magical worlds you 
will love “The School for Good and Evil," 
a film with a world that will encapsulate 
you and leave you wanting more.

Synopsis 
Childhood best friends Agatha, played 

by Sofia Wylie, and Sophie, played by 
Anne Caruso, are swept away into an 
enchanted school where aspiring fairytale 
heroes and villains are trained. The two find 
themselves on opposite sides of good and 
evil and believe there must be a mistake. 

The film also stars Charlize Theron 
as Lady Lesso and Kerry Washington as 
Clarissa Dovey.

What I loved

The visuals throughout the film. From 
magical castles to common clothes, 
everything in the film is stunning. I found 
myself mesmerized by every single frame, 
as it’s shocking how real everything in this 
film looks.

While somewhat predictable, the plot 
and worldbuilding are amazing. Going 
from a simple drab town to a magical land 
this is new, but familiar was so intriguing. 
Using classic storybook characters makes 
the movie more enjoyable and the film 
doesn't have to spend time explaining 
everything. This film really made me want 
to see more and go read the books.

What I didn't love
The awkwardness of some of the 

plot and lines in general. Some parts of 
the movie make you outwardly cringe 
especially with the heavy playing on the 
“good” and “evil” stereotypes, but you 
really have to hang in till the end and it 
kinda all figures itself out.

The ability of forgiveness. I feel 
like the movie just glosses over a lot of 
bullying characters do simply by them just 
saying sorry. If it were me and my friend 
of years (like family) is constantly taking 
their anger out on me, I would be at least 
a bit angry and would take some time to 
forgive them, but the film just kind of puts 
a bandage on it.

Verdict
The characters in this film keep you 

interested while the visuals pull you 
completely in. It’s very nice to get a fresh 
fantasy land that finds new ways to peak 
your imagination. I can't wait for this saga 
to continue.

I would rate this movie a 6 out of 10

AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS EDITOR

Oct. 28, featured some spectacular 
releases from Westside Gunn, SZA, and 
even Rihanna. However, the St.Louis star 
Smino finally released his long-awaited 
album “Luv 4 Rent.” Being one of the 
most authentic and grooviest artists of this 
generation, the highly anticipated project 
couldn’t come sooner. 

Album Highs
This project continues to build off the 

idea of love, from Black love, familial love, 
self-love or intimacy. This is displayed in 
multiple ways, from featuring his younger 
cousin in the intro and outro to even the 
sample of his late friend Teddy Ray. 

Smino continues to spread the love 
by featuring a wide array of talented acts 
from the king of Dreamvile J.Cole as 
well as Lil Uzi Vert, Lucky Daye, Ravyn 
Lenae, Reggie, and more. While many of 
the appearances were superb, Doechii’s 
“Pro Freak” is high-paced and infatuating, 
possibly surpassing her “Wat U Sed” 
feature. 

This entire album goes back and forth 
in tempo, at times smooth R&B infused 
like “Modennaminute” while others are 
upbeat like “Matinee.” It was great that 
Smino stuck to his roots while working 
with longtime producers Phoelix and 
Monte Booker. Though at times he also 
decides to branch out, for instance, with 
the Monica sample in “No L’s.” 

Album Lows
There is not much one could want 

more out of this album. Smino continues 
to improve his world play and try new 
elements with his neo-soul inspired sound. 

The features were paired perfectly for 
this project, but it would’ve been nice to see 
more uncommon collaborations similar to 
“Pudgy” with Lil Uzi Vert. However, that 
is not much of a negative, since none of the 
appearances disappointed, and neither did 
the solo work. 

The only possible complaint is that the 
51 minutes didn’t quench the fans' four-
year drought. 

Summary
What draws many to Smino is the 

out-of-this-world originality that makes 
him a one-of-a-kind rapper. The Zero 
Fatigue champion does follow trends and 
encourages a fun genuine personality.
Planning to tour with Dreamville artists 
JID, Smino continues to be the best-known 
secret. This album is at least a top five hip-
hop album of the year and deserves the 
attention of one.

I would give ‘Luv 4 Rent’  8.5 out of 
10

Review: Smino 
‘Luv 4 Rent’
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BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR

Eastern Michigan University alumni 
Scott Draper is in a place where he thought 
he would never be before; the Vice President 
of Football for the Big 12 conference. 

A little over a month ago, Draper was 
hired into his new position with the Big 
12 conference after spending his last 
eight years as Associate Commissioner 
of Football in the American Athletic 
Conference. During his time in the AAC, 
Draper witnessed a lot of growth within the 
conference and history being created, most 
notably the Cinnicanti football program 
being the first Group of 5 team to make the 
College Football Playoff since it was first 
introduced in 2014. 

After Draper started his journey at 
EMU, he earned his Bachelor’s degree in 
general studies in 1994. 

He then went on to be the assistant 
video coordinator for the University of 
Michigan’s football program and was soon 
appointed to football offensive graduate 
assistant. Shortly after, Draper became 
the assistant athletic director for football 
operations at Michigan, and during his 
time there, Draper was a key staff member 
of teams that won four Big Ten football 
championships, competed in four Rose 
Bowls and 12 bowl games, while also 
winning the 1997 National Championship. 

Having tons of experience and 
knowledge in the college football world, 
Draper now steps into possibly the biggest 
position of his career with his new role with 
the Big 12.

Here is Echo Sports Editor Blake 
McQueary’s Q&A with Draper: 

For the past eight years, you served as 
the Associate Commissioner of Football 
at the American Athletic Conference 
(AAC), talk to me about your time in the 
AAC, and how it prepared you for your 
new role with the Big 12 conference.  

“Coming from mostly a campus life 
with my time at Michigan and Albion 
College, then jumping into a conference 
role in 2014 at a time when there were 
lots of college football upheaval with 
the BCS starting to go away, the College 
Football Playoff structure coming aligned, 
I joined the American conference at a 
time of real change and challenging times 
for all of those that were in the league at 
the time, so I was fortunate to be at the 
ground floor of the building of what we all 
know is the American Athletic Conference 
today. With the effort that Mike Aresco, 
the commissioner of the AAC, put in 
to advocate vigorously on behalf of our 
schools in the AAC, and the investment and 
the desire by the schools in the conference 
to raise their level of commitment to 
continue to want to be at the highest levels 
of college football, it really made for a great 
learning experience for me coming new to 
the conference life, I got to see it all from 
the beginning, middle, and end, and I also 
got to see the good, the bad, and the ugly, 
so it was a great learning opportunity and 
really prepared me to be able to evaluate 

situations in the Big 12.”
During your time in the AAC, 

Cincinnati made college football history 
by being the first Group of 5 teams to 
make the College Football Playoff. What 
was that like and how unique was that 
being able to be a part of that history? 

“It was something that the league took 
great pride in, we felt we worked real hard 
to advocate over a period of years to break 
that glass ceiling, but make no mistake 
Cincinnati, through their coaching efforts, 
commitment to playing at the highest 
level, and ultimately the student athlete’s 
performance, achieved those goals. We as 
a league took great pride in being a part of 
it, but the University of Cincinnati, their 
coaches, their administration, the president, 
and their student-athletes were tremendous 
and deserved every aspect of it. Last season 
was my 29th college football season and 
I would tell anyone that would listen last 
year that I’ve seen a lot of football, and 
Cincinnati is as good of a football team as 
I’ve ever seen and been around, and so they 
deserved every aspect of it and it was great 
to be apart of.” 

Almost a month ago you got hired as 
the Big 12 conference’s Vice President of 
Football, what did that mean to you and 
how was that process? 

“It’s really something I’m proud of in 
terms of getting an opportunity to be in a 
leadership position in college athletics. 
For me, college football gave me an 
opportunity when I first started in 1992 at 
Michigan, to have a life that I thought I 
would never have. Coming from Eastern 
Michigan to the University of Michigan, 
and being a part of the Michigan football 
team for 19 years, I owe a lot to the game 
of college football, and a lot to the mentors 
that helped me through all of thos years, 
people like Lloyd Carr, Warde Manuel, Bo 
Schembechler, Gary Moeller, those people 
are my foundation of college athletics, and 
for me to be able to be at the Big 12 and 
continue to give back to the game that gave 
me an opportunity that allowed me to have 
a wonderful career thus far, that’s what it 
meant to me.” 

Some people may not know the exact 
operations that are handled by the Big 
12 Vice President of Football. In that 
position, what will you be dealing with 
on a day-to-day basis? 

“We have a couple different buckets 
that the conference office is responsible 
for, and I break them down into in season 
and offseason. In season we’re responsible 
for managing our officiating program, 
the interaction our league has with our 
television partners, and we manage any 
game operation, issues, or concerns that 
arise week-to-week. We do a good job of 
advocating for our teams in the media, 
collectively setting the direction for the 
league as we prepare for the post season, 
whether that’s the College Football Playoff 
or with our bowl partners. In the offseason 
we spend our time building the football 
schedule, interacting with our membership 
on campus to build relationships with 
their staff and their coaches, ensuring 
that we have the best practices and game 

operations, best interaction with eachother, 
and building a cohesive group of members 
to get through the season together, and we 
the conference are responsible for putting 
on the Dr.Pepper Big 12 Championship 
game.” 

Have there been any specific plans 
you’ve made yet as Big 12 Vice President 
that you could share? 

“I’m just trying to learn from the 
folks that are there who have all been 
terrific, we have a new commissioner as 
well who is going though his first season 
as commissioner of the Big 12, so we’re 
working to help him do what he needs to 
do to elevate the league, and so anyone that 
touches football, is working to ensure we 
have competitive games that are contested 
fairly, and that our commissioner, athletic 
directors, presidents, head coaches, all have 
the tools necessary to have a successful 
season. We’re all working together to 
achieve that and it does go fast so we’ll 
have better time after the season to reflect 
on what we did and make changes where 
need be, but right now we’re excited about 
where we are and with the teams that are 
in the league, as well as they are, and with 
having Kansas hosting GameDay for the 
first time, and being ranked, the games 
are more compelling than they’ve been 
and ratings are high, so we’re excited to 
continue to build on that and get through 
the rest of the season.” 

The Big 12 has brought many people 
to a surprise this year in college football 
as five football programs are currently 
ranked in the top 25, those being 
Oklahoma State, TCU, Kansas State, 
Kansas, and Texas. Talk to me a little 
bit about that and how that makes you 
feel knowing that all these programs are 
performing so well for the Big 12, when 
many others weren’t expecting that.

“Well it’s a credit to the institutions, 
coaches, student-athletes, athletic directors, 
and presidents on those campuses, because 
ultimately they have to do the work on 
campus to do all of that, and it’s a credit 
to the collective effort that the Big 12 
conference is making to be great. Our 
commissioner talks about how it’s a great 
time to be apart of the Big 12, it’s a great 
time to be apart of our football season 
with our attendance being up, people are 
engaged with our teams and games more 
than they’ve ever been, but thats a credit to 
what our folks on campus are doing, and a 
credit to the energy that our commissioner 
is bringing to really elevate the Big 12 to the 
next level, and hopefully this the beginning 
of great things to come and I have no doubt 
that the folks that are engaged in making 
our conference great that it will be. I’m 
glad to be apart of this and excited to do 
whatever I can to assist our schools and 
commissioners to continue to elevate Big 
12 football.” 

It’s known that the Big 12 will be 
welcoming four new members to the 
conference, those being BYU, Cincinnati, 
Houston, and UCF. Talk to me about 
those additions to the conference and 
what they mean. 

“Well certainly I have familiarity with 

the three schools from the American that 
our joining the Big 12 (Cincinnati, Houston, 
and UCF), those are schools that have been 
in the AAC championship game more than 
any other teams in the past eight years of 
the AAC Championship, so their level of 
football is well-known around the country, 
all three schools are having great years and 
continuing to build on what they’ve been 
doing in the past years, they will be great 
additions to the league. Certainly BYU 
and what they’ve done in the past couple 
of years, to get their program consistently 
in the top 25 rankings, a tough place to 
play and a tough team to beat and compete 
against, great people to work with, so no 
question the four teams that are joining the 
Big 12 will be additive to what’s already 
here in the Big 12 and certainly as we go 
through the coming years, new rivalries 
will be born and a whole new level of Big 
12 football will begin so those are good 
things, its good for student-athletes to be 
apart of and good for all of the current and 
future of Big 12 members with the new 
collection of schools, and I’m excited to be 
apart of that.” 

So switching gears a bit, you’re an 
Eastern Michigan alum, earned your 
bachelors degree here. Just talk to me 
quickly, if you can, about your time at 
Eastern Michigan University and what 
that did for you and your career? 

“It was a time in my life that I needed 
some direction, in terms of my career, 
where I was headed, and what I wanted 
to do, and quite frankly I went to Eastern 
Michigan because I wanted to be a teacher. 
My wife went to Eastern Michigan later 
in life to complete her teaching certificate 
as well, so that’s why we chose Eastern 
Michigan, to be apart of a great history 
and tradition of graduating educators, 
that’s why I went there, wanted to be a 
football coach and teacher, and then got the 
opportunity at the University of Michigan 

that diverted that path a little bit, but I have 
always followed Eastern Michigan and 
always root for Eastern Michigan, Scott 
Wetherbee (EMU’s Athletic Director), is a 
friend of mine and he’s done an outstanding 
job, Coach Creighton’s done an outstanding 
job as well, so I’m excited to follow them 
and root for them, and nothing but great 
things to say about Eastern Michigan and 
the time I had there.” 

Have you been able to catch any of 
EMU football games yet this year? They 
just upset Arizona State a couple weeks 
ago in Tempe, Arizona, did you watch 
that or any other games this year? 

“I actually was able to watch a good 
portion of that game and it was exciting 
to see. I’m really excited to see where 
they can take the program, and I did see 
that they also beat Western Michigan, so I 
really hope that they can continue to have a 
winning season and potentially compete in 
the MAC championship game.” 

Ok, and last question, if you had to 
give a message to Eastern Michigan 
students, or really students just around 
the world, what would that message be? 

“There’s a couple things that I always 
try to tell people that have asked me about 
my time and how I reflect back on my time 
at Eastern Michigan, or really any campus, 
and there’s two things: stay focused on 
what’s right in front of you and do that 
well, no matter where that is or what’re 
doing, all of things that you want to do with 
your career will happen if you just focus, 
do a good job, and be a good person. The 
other thing I try to tell people is to take your 
career into your own hands, don’t wait for 
someone to give you an opportunity, be 
mindful of where you are and find people 
in your orbit that can help you get to your 
career goals, take your career into your own 
hands, don’t allow others to define your 
career for you, don’t wait for someone to 
take you along, just do a good job and be a 
good person.” 

Q&A with Scott Draper: 
EMU alumni and Big 12 
Vice President of Football

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Two years ago, Allison Phillips saw 
her childhood dreams of having a career 
where she’s able to be creative unfold, as 
she accepted a job as creative coordinator 
for Eastern Michigan University’s football 
team. 

Phillips attended Pace University where 
she earned her Bachelor’s degree in digital 
cinema and filmmaking. After graduation, 
she landed a job at a web design company 
before touching down in Ypsilanti for her 
current position. 

“I am very grateful that in my job today, 
I am able to continue making art through 
graphic design as well as create inspiring 
videos,” Phillips said.

As creative coordinator, Phillips is 
responsible for creating graphics and videos 

that help tell the story of EMU football on 
social media.

In her role, not only does Phillips have 
to be creative, but she also has to keep in 
mind that part of her job is to continue to 
help the “familE” grow. 

“There is the idea that everything we 
put out as EMU football has to draw in 
recruits so we can continue to build our 
team,” Phillips said.

With that idea in mind during the 
creative process, she finds it best to plan out 
her ideas for each video, shoot the shots she 
has planned, and edit everything together, 
including music and sound design.

Although Phillips has seen many highs 
in her role at EMU, she still faces challenges 
as a woman working in the sports industry.

“Sometimes people don’t take me 
as seriously as they would if a man had 
my job,” she said. “People still assume I 
am a student just doing this for fun or an 

internship and that this isn’t my actual job.”
As easy as taking a photo or recording 

a video sounds, it’s not as simple as 
people think. With a smaller staff than 
other universities who have more people 
to help with different responsibilities and 
opportunities for collaboration, sometimes 
Phillips finds herself working alone. 

Despite the challenges she may run 
into during the creative process, Phillips 
said that shooting and editing videos come 
to her naturally, especially because of her 
background in filmmaking. 

“Creating content is a challenge 
because you have to be aware of trends 
that are happening in sports media and 
you have to come up with original ideas to 
be competitive with what other teams are 
putting out,” she said.

Outside of being a creative, Phillips 
has competed as a synchronized skater 
throughout her life, beginning on the 

Hockettes team in Ann Arbor.  
In 2018 and 2019, she had the 

opportunity to compete at the International 
Skating Union World Synchronized Skating 
Championships with Skyliners Senior. 

Currently, along with her job at EMU, 
Phillips is a coach for the Michigan State 
University synchronized skating team. 

“It is amazing that I have this 
opportunity to coach a sport I have been so 
passionate about all of my life,” she said. 

Right now, Phillips is focused on 
improving EMU football's social media 
and creating content that sheds light on the 
program in a special way. In the future, she 
hopes to start her own production company.

To see more of her work and ways 
she’s contributing to EMU football, 
follow Allison Phillips on Instagram @
alliwutcreative. 

Echo Sports Highlight: Allison Phillips
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Emoni Bates makes EMU basketball debut; 
scores 27 points in exhibition win over GVSU

CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The college basketball season won't 
officially tip off until Monday, Nov. 7, 
but the excitement in Ypsilanti has been 
building for months. The majority of 
that excitement is due to the addition of 
Memphis transfer sophomore Emoni Bates. 
The former No. 3 overall recruit in the 2021 
class went to Lincoln High School, which 
is less than ten miles away from Eastern 
Michigan University’s campus. 

To quantify the excitement, an extra 
row of courtside seating has been added 
to the George Gervin GameAbove Center 
in preparation for the Eastern Michigan 
University men's basketball 2022-23 
campaign. Those seats were sold out to 
watch Bates’ debut on Thursday, Oct. 27 as 
the Eagles defeated the Grand Valley State 
University Lakers 85-69 in an exhibition 
match.

The crowd who came to see Bates’ first 
night in the green and white would not 
be disappointed. The sophomore forward 
would lead all scorers with 27 points, tailed 
by fellow sophomore Noah Farrakhan, 
who contributed 22 points of his own. 
Farrakhan led the team in scoring last year 
in his first season with EMU, averaging 
16.6 PPG.

Two more Eagles would reach double-
digits in the scoring column, Tyson Acuff, 
a junior Duquesne transfer, scored 15 while 
shooting 50 percent from beyond the arc in 
his first game as an Eagle. Also making his 

EMU debut was redshirt freshman Legend 
Geeter, who not only converted 5 of 7 of 
his shots to add 11 to the box score but also 
grabbed 13 rebounds off the glass to secure 
a double-double.

Not long after tip-off the Ypsilanti 
native, Bates, began to showcase his 
scoring ability as he scored the Eagles’ first 
basket on a fast-break three-pointer and 
accounted for nine of the team's first eleven 
points. 

Despite the hot start from the perimeter 
and a 12-0 scoring run later in the first 
half that would be highlighted by a Bates’ 
windmill slam dunk in transition, GVSU 
would capitalize on EMU turnovers and go 
on a few scoring runs of their own fueled 
by three-point shooting to hold the Eagle 
lead at 35-33 going into the halftime break.

The Lakers would hang around for 
the better part of the second half, but the 
Eagles eventually found a rhythm on the 
floor and began to shoot lights out. EMU 
shot an impressive 62.1 percent from the 
field in the second half led by Farrakhan’s 
unreal 87.5 percent on 7 of 8 shots. At 
the same time, the defense made some 
serious adjustments at the perimeter and 
held GVSU to a 28.6 three-point shooting 
percentage to help the Eagles pull away 
and secure the 16-point victory.

Tune into ESPN+ at 7:30 pm on Nov. 
7 to catch the coverage of the men's 
basketball team’s first official game of the 
2022-23 season that will be played against 
the Warriors of Wayne State University 
inside the Gerv.

CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
volleyball team served as host to Bowling 
Green State University for a pair of 
matches on Oct. 21-22, inside the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center. 

On Friday, Oct. 21, the Eagles pulled 
off one of the biggest upsets in NCAA 
D1 volleyball of the 2022-23 season by 
defeating the BGSU Falcons 3-2 in a 
classic five-set match. 

The Falcons came into the weekend 
in sole possession of the first place in the 
MAC East standings and ranked in the top 
30 nationally, while the Eagles are at the 
bottom of the MAC West division and were 
ranked 281 nationally before the first serve. 

The two teams went back and forth as 
BGSU won sets one and three 25-21 and 
25-16, respectively. EMU stole sets two 
and four by the marks of 25-19 and 25-17, 
respectively, to set up a fifth and final set 
that the Eagles would claim in a resounding 
15-9 mark to give the team its first five-set 
victory in over a year. Before the game’s 
conclusion, Oct. 8, 2021 was the last time 
EMU won a five-set match. 

Senior Samantha Basham was a star for 
the Eagles’ offense on Friday night, racking 
up 20 kills which is a season-high. Senior 
Raevan Chase added 11 kills offensively 
and was just as tough on defense, tallying 6 
blocks at the net. 

Also providing a defensive spark was 
freshman libero Emma McMahon, who 
recorded 23 digs in the contest and was one 
of four Eagles to produce a double-digit 
number of digs.

With Friday night’s victory, EMU 
volleyball became only the second team 
in the MAC to knock off BGSU thus far 
this season. It also marked coach Darcy 
Dorton’s first win over the Falcons in 
her career moving to a 1-6 record versus 
Bowling Green. 

On Saturday afternoon, the Eagles 
once again showed promise and resilience 
against the MAC East-leading Falcons, but 
ultimately fell short in four sets by the mark 
of one set to three in favor of BGSU. 

Set one went to the Falcons as the 

Eagles dropped a heartbreaker 25-23 that 
provided 12 ties and 7 lead changes. After 
dropping set two by the mark of 25-16, 
EMU was able to force a fourth set by 
defeating BGSU 26-24 in the third set, 
where the Eagles’ defensive efforts were 
emphatic as they recorded 5 blocks as a 
team. Bowling Green thwarted any hopes 
of another five-set match when the Falcons 
outpaced the Eagles 25-20 in the fourth set 
to win the match 3-1.

EMU fell to an overall record of 4-19 
and a MAC record of 3-8, while BGSU 
improved to 14-8 overall and a 9-2 MAC 
record and retained ownership of first place 
in the east division.

Individually, Raeven Chase followed up 
on her strong performance from the night 
prior, this time racking up a staggering 
11 blocks on defense. Saturday afternoon 
marked the second time that Chase has 
recorded double-digit blocks in a match 
this year placing her season total at 96, a 
number that ranks first in the MAC and 
21st nationally.

Samantha Basham led the Eagles’ 
offensive effort again with 13 kills in the 
match, making it the tenth match of the 
season where the senior has hit double-
digits. Emma McMahon, the defensive 
specialist, controlled the boundaries, 
adding 17 digs in the match, once again 
leading multiple defenders who recorded 
10+ digs for the Eagles. McMahon's 17 
digs on Saturday afternoon marked the 
ninth consecutive match in which the 
talented freshman has reached the double-
digit mark.

The Eagles have now split the season 
series with the Falcons, making it the first 
time that has happened since 2018. The 
all-time series record between EMU and 
BGSU now stands at 39-26 in favor of the 
Falcons.

EMU volleyball will have nearly a 
week’s rest before beginning a four-match 
road trip that starts on Friday, Oct. 28, 
when the Eagles will take on the Bulls of 
the University at Buffalo in New York at 6 
p.m. The team will continue this road trip 
on Saturday in Ohio as the Eagles and the 
University of Akron Zips are set to serve 
at 4 p.m.

Raeven Chase 
leads conference 
with 96 blocks

EMU’S MASCOT SWOOP THE EAGLE CHEERS ON EMU’S MENS BASKETBALL TEAM AT EXHIBITION AGAINST GRAND VALLEY
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EMU football drops home match to Toledo; 
few chances remaining for bowl eligibility
CHANDLER DONCKERS
SPORTS REPORTER

Starting play under a breaking fog, the 
Eastern Michigan University Eagles (5-3, 
2-2 MAC) hosted the University of Toledo 
Rockets (5-3, 3-1 MAC) for a 12 p.m. 
kickoff. The Rockets visited “The Factory” 
for their second away game in a row, 
following a 27-34 loss at the University of 
Buffalo last weekend. 

Graduate student quarterback Taylor 
Powell got the nod to start, despite Austin 
Smith starting and bringing the Eagles to 
a road win last week. The Rockets had a 
quarterback change-up of their own, with 
usual starter Dequan Finn missing this 
match, despite starting each game so far. 
Redshirt freshman Tucker Gleason got the 
nod to start today, his first with the Rockets. 

The Eagles started the game with 
possession and returned the opening 
kickoff 34 yards to the EMU 43rd yard 
line. This drive came to an end with a sack 
by senior linebacker Dyontae Johnson, one 
of 14 Michigan natives on Toledo’s roster. 
Toledo possessed the ball for 1:10 before 
a three and out that just barely broke into 
EMU territory. 

The Eagles’ second drive started on 
their own 39-yard line and resulted in a first 
down toss from Powell to graduate student 

wide receiver Hassan Beydoun that could 
have resulted in a touchdown had Beydoun 
been able to stay on his feet. Nevertheless, 
the subsequent play also resulted in a first 
down, bringing the Eagles to the Rocket’s 
31-yard line. The first play of this drive 
was stunted by a false start call on junior 
offensive lineman Mickey Rewolinski. 

Following an eight-yard dash on second 
and ten by senior running back Samson 
Evans, junior running back Jaylon Jackson 
had a carry to make it first and goal for the 
Eagles with 3:40 left in the first quarter. 
The first appearance in the redzone by 
either team, the Eagles made the most of 
this opportunity when Evans ran it into the 
endzone to give his squad the lead, 7-0.

The Rockets following drive was aided 
by two Eagles penalties, ultimately putting 
them to EMU’s 49-yard line when Gleason 
found fellow redshirt freshman wideout 
Thomas Zsiros down the middle for another 
first down. Now at the Eagles nine-yard 
line, the Rockets were unsuccessful with 
their quarterback keep on the third down 
attempt. To start the second quarter, junior 
kicker Thomas Cluckey gave the Rockets 
their first points with a field goal, 7-3. 

On the Eagles following drive, Austin 
Smith was intercepted by sophomore 
cornerback Quinyon Mitchell. However, 
thanks to a clutch roughing the passer call 

STEVEN SCHEIDT, LINEBACKER, IS PREPARING TO PLAY AGAINST TOLEDO

ALL PHOTOS BY JAYLA FORD

on Toledo, EMU maintained possession. 
On fourth down at midfield, the Eagles 
succeeded in their fourth down conversion, 
only to be slapped with an offensive 
holding call on the following drive. On 
third and sixteen, Powell found Jackson 
for only five yards but with the help of a 
defensive holding call, secured another first 
down at the Toledo 37-yard line. 

Now with Austin Smith under center, he 
ran a 17-yard quarterback keep that ended 
at the Toledo 21-yard line and another 
first down. Unfortunately, on a third 
down, Smith’s pass intended for graduate 
student Gunnar Oakes was broken up and 
incomplete. Still, the Eagles did not walk 
away empty handed, with sophomore 
kicker Jesús Gómez making a 34-yard field 
goal with 7:51 left in the second quarter. 

The Rockets next drive saw much help 
from EMU with a 22-yard personal foul 
penalty, bringing them to their own 47-
yard line. Gleason then proceeded to find 
Mikel Barkley with a 19-yard toss, landing 
at the Eagles’ 34-yard line and a first down. 
Three short plays later, Gleason found 
Barkley again, this time in the corner of the 
endzone for a Rockets touchdown and to 
tie the game 10-10. 

The Eagles’ ensuing drive was on its 
way to being a three and out under Powell, 
save for a late defensive holding call that 
then brought them to their own 36-yard line. 
After only getting six yards in two plays, 
Powell was sacked on third down to force 
EMU to punt from their own 28-yard line 
with 3:38 remaining in the half. Narrowly 
blocked, the punt by sophomore Mitchell 
Tomasek was fumbled by wide receiver 
Adam Beale of Toledo and recovered by 
the Eagles on Toledo’s 30-yard line.  

Smith started this final drive of the 
half and was again stunted by an offensive 
holding call that backed them up to the 
Toledo 46-yard line for second and 21 
yards to go. After. Being sacked for a loss 
of five, Eastern called a timeout with 2:10 
left in the first half. Following the timeout, 
Powell ended the drive with a toss overhead 
all nearby receivers and out of bounds to 
force the Eagles to punt once more. 

Toledo kicked off their drive from 
their own two-yard line and opted to run 
it out of the endzone before fumbling the 
ball for another recovery by Eastern. After 
two off-setting unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalties, the Eagles offense got the ball 
back on Toledo’s four-yard line. With just 
40 seconds left in the half on third and goal 
at the one-yard line, Smith handed it off to 
Evans for his second touchdown of the day. 

This put the Eagles in the lead, 17-10, to 
wrap up the half. 

The Rockets began the second half with 
possession after a touchback kick from 
senior Brady Pohl. Sophomore Peny Boone 
rushed for three plays in a row to give 
Toledo a first down on their own 46-yard 
line. Gleason found Barkley for a 19-yard 
dash that was reduced to a gain of four after 
a defensive holding penalty. The ensuing 
play was marred by another penalty, this 
time for pass interference on the Eagles 
that put them at the 50-yard line. From 
here Gleason launched the ball 35-yards to 
walk sophomore Jerjuan Newton into the 
endzone, tying the game 17-17 with 11:43 
remaining in the third quarter.  

The Eagles preceding drive started from 
deep in their own half at the 14-yard line. 
This time with Smith under center, the 
Toledo defense forced a quick three and 
out. For their second drive of this half, the 
Rockets started at the 50-yard line after the 
punt by Tomasek. On this drive, the Eagles 
lost defensive lineman Dexter Manior to an 
injury. After an incomplete pass on third 
down and five to go, the Rockets went for 
in on fourth down and were unsuccessful, 
resulting in a turnover on downs at Eastern 
Michigan’s 35-yard line. 

To begin this drive, Evans had a 
four-yard dash, followed by a ten-yard 
quarterback keep by Smith. Smith then 
handed it off to Evans again for a three-
yard dash and then Jackson for another 
handoff to give the Eagles a first down. 
With 3:17 left in the third quarter, Smith 
once again gave it to Evans who earned 
his third touchdown of the day, giving the 
Eagles back the lead at 24-17. 

On a first down of their next drive, 
Gleason found senior tight end Jamal 
Turner for another first down, almost 
made worse by a revoked targeting call on 
linebacker Joe Sparacio. On third down of 
this drive, Gleason ran a heavily combatted 
quarterback sneak down the middle and to 
the Eagles ten-yard line. 

To start the fourth quarter, Gleason 
found but was called back after an 
offensive holding call. On third and 15, 
Gleason fumbled but was it was recovered 
by Toledo to give sophomore Luke Pawlak 
a chance to try a 49-yard field goal. After 
a successful attempt, the Rockets earned 
another three points to shorten the Eagles 
lead, 24-20. 

Beginning their next drive with two 
first downs in a row, the Eagles ended up 
at the Rockets’ 42-yard line on fourth down 
when they had two delay of game calls in a 

row to back up Tomasek ten yards. On the 
subsequent return, the Eagles were slapped 
with another penalty for blocking in the 
back.   

With 9:40 left in the game, the defense 
took care of business on their following 
drive by forcing a short three and out 
circuit. Toledo went on to do the same right 
back, forcing EMU’s offense out after just 
three downs as well. 

During Toledo’s following drive, a 
bittersweet first down occurred for their 
offense in which sophomore running 
back Jacquez Stuart received his second 
unsportsmanlike conduct of the game 
and was promptly ejected. On third down 
with four to go at midfield, Toledo shot 
themselves in the foot with another penalty, 
this time for a false start. With a 15-yard 
launch to Barkley, their offense kept the 
drive alive. 

The next toss from Gleason, intended for 
Newton, went under review by the officials 
to determine if the ball was caught or not 
and was ultimately reversed to incomplete. 
Now on second down, Eastern Michigan’s 
defense held tough to force Toledo into a 
fourth down and ten at EMU’s 39-yard line 
with 2:53 remaining in the game. However, 
Toledo had their first successful fourth 
down conversion, and then some, when 
Gleason found junior wide receiver Devin 
Maddox on a 37-yard play. Now on first 
and goal, Gleason found Beale wide open 
in the end zone to give Toledo the lead, 24-
27 with 2:09 left to play. 

On their next possession, the Eagles 
started from their own 25-yard line after a 
touchback. With Powell now under center, 
the offense was forced to go for it on fourth 
down with two to go at their own 33-yard 
line. The following play resulted in a catch 
out of bounds from Powell and sent the 
offense packing again.

Following a failed field goal attempt 
by the Rockets, the Eagles got the ball one 
last time at their own 12-yard line with 58 
seconds remaining. With Powell still under 
center, he found wideout Darius Lassiter 
up the middle for a 13-yard gain. This 
was unfortunately followed by a Powell 
interception to abruptly end the game, 24-
27, for the Toledo win. 

A win for the Eagles would have made 
them bowl eligible and first in the MAC 
West. However, they still have a couple 
chances to do so, one being next week 
when they head to visit the 1-7 (0-4 MAC) 
University of Akron Zips on Tuesday, Nov. 
8.




