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Gentle Vibes Vintage is a clothing 
store located at 731 W. Cross St, directly 
across from Eastern Michigan University’s 
campus. With bright colors and a variety of 
antiquities, paired with the friendly owner, 
this alluring small business is a place that 
anyone in Ypsilanti should visit. 

Owner Michelle Birawer has been back 
and forth between Detroit and LA her entire 
life, loving both cities uniquely. She has a 
love for 60’s fashion and has been running 
her own businesses for close to 20 years. 

“In 2016, I opened my first brick and 
mortar store in Hamtramck, Michigan and 
then a series of weird events brought me to 
Ypsi,” Birawer says. 

In the middle of 2021, Birawer opened 
this location of Gentle Vibes, a shop that 
she owns and operates alone. “I opened this 
store in May, but I started this business from 
my living room when I was living in Depot 
Town on River St at this house called ‘The 
Pleasure Dome’,” says Birawer. 

At the time, she was working at Urban 
Outfitters in Ann Arbor, where people would 
often ask where her eccentric outfits came 
from. “I’m like ‘do you really not know 
what thrifting is?’” Birawer says. “I would 
just invite people over to my house and 
they would shop from my personal closet, 
because I would buy stuff that didn’t fit me 
just because I’m in love with it.” 

When starting a business from home, 
there comes a point where your inventory 
gets too large, especially since you always 
have to find new items to offer if you want 
customers to continue coming back for more. 
With that, there’s a time where purchasing a 
storefront is essential. 

Gentle Vibes offers items from deadstock 
wear from the 50’s through the 90’s to well-
made vintage basics and anything that is 
super psychedelic. Everything in the store is 
cleaned, steamed, and ready to wear. 

Birawer came up with this business name 
around 2010 when she decided to open an 
Etsy store and begin selling things on Ebay. 

“I used to have an experimental noise 
business that I wouldn’t call a record label 
because I never released an actual record, 

I released cassette tapes, and I called that 
Harsh Tokes,” Birawer says.

After some thinking, the self-starter felt 
that Gentle Vibes could go in the complete 
opposite direction of her previous name 
choice. 

Without a doubt, the aesthetic of the store 
goes hand-in-hand with that of Birawer’s 
personality. After moving from a three-
bedroom house in Detroit to a two bedroom 
apartment in Ypsilanti, she gave herself a 
rule that her new place had to follow a color 
scheme, due to the limited space and often 
abundance of items. 

“You should see my apartment, it’s pretty 
obscene,” says Birawer. “There’s no room 
for fun anymore.”  

While her home may not be as lively as 
it could be, Birawer has tons of amazing 
items to hang around in the store. One of 
the best parts of her job is that she gets to 
shop for a living, so she loves every one of 
the thousands of items that she is surrounded 
by each day.

“I love housewares because I can’t bring 
them home like I said, so I admire them 
here,” she states. “I’m basically recycling, 
people often confuse what thrift and vintage 
is, like what I do and why I charge a little 
bit more.” 

Still, especially being in an area full of 
many broke college students, Birawer tries 
to keep the prices affordable. 

“If I’m getting a deal on something, 
I’m gonna pass the deal on, like I mend 
everything, I’m saving things from the 
landfill, most of the stuff is on-trend and cute 
and still has lots of life left in it.”

While the freedom of being your own 
boss and running your own business can be 
amazing, there are also tons of struggles and 
hard times that come with it.

“People that don’t have business don’t 
understand that a bad two weeks, a bad three 
weeks, a bad month, literally is enough to 
make even a business that you perceive as 
being successful, close,” Birawer says. 

Hardships aside, Birawer loves running 
Gentle Vibes and hopes to work more with 
EMU to make the Cross Street stretch more 
full of life, like what South U is for students 
at U of M. 

“My big thing is I want to make this part 

of [Ypsilanti] fun for students because this is 
their first glimpse into what the rest of the 
city has to offer,” Birawer says. “This place 
is magic, and I want everyone else to see that 
too.” 

When beginning her time at EMU in 
2000, Birawer stayed in Ypsilanti for 10 
years and her immense love for the down to 
earth community somehow ended up with 
her return. 

“I just love Ypsi, it’s not too far from 
Detroit, it’s a low density city, there’s 
really cool things here and there’s not a lot 
of chains, which I love,” says Birawer. “I 
wanna get students to really be pumped on 
Ypsi, because it’s the only way the city’s 
gonna thrive.”

Coincidently, the location of Gentle 
Vibes used to be a place called ‘Art Attack,’ 
where Birawer would buy art supplies as a 
student, so her buying the same spot was sort 
of full circle. 

“I was in this business for 15-16 years 
before I opened an actual brick and mortar 
shop, there’s a lot of overhead in this, apply 
for every grant you can possibly can, even if 
you do not qualify for them, stay on top of 
taxes, it’s so easy to fall behind and the IRS 
will audit someone like me before they audit 
someone like Walmart,” Birawer states. 

If you are someone who is interested in a 
future of owning a small-business, Birawer 
advises you to have a clear business plan, 
save money, and have people to back you if 
possible. 

“Be in it 100% because if you’re not, 
your customers are gonna know that you’re 
not in it 100%, I have really bad days, and 
honestly those are days where I don’t make 
money because the vibe is just different,” she 
says.

With something for everyone at great 
prices, this vintage shop is a perfect place to 
stop into on a rainy day or become a frequent 
visitor of. If you’ve just moved to Ypsilanti 
or are simply looking for cool new spots to 
check out, take a trip to Gentle Vibes as soon 
as possible.

Follow the shop on Instagram @
gentlevibesvintage to see fun content and 
stay up to date on deals and events.

Visit the store's website at www.
gentlevibesvintage.com.

Psychedelic inspired store 'Gentle 
Vibes Vintage' opens on Cross Street

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID REYES
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The Eastern Michigan University 
Marching Band has selected Amara Booker 
and Noah Lopez to lead their 128th season 
as drum majors, becoming the band’s first 
BIPOC drum majors. 

“The drum major of any university is one 
of the most recognizable student positions, 
and one of the most visible parts of our 
organization,” J. Nick Smith, marching band 
director, said. “They are great people who are 
capable of leading and modeling excellence 
in all forms.” 

Drum majors are the leaders of the 
marching band on and off the field. Their job 
is to guide the band through the instruction of 
the band's directors and show the ensemble 
what qualities they should represent as a part 
of the band. 

Booker, a junior who is double majoring 
in criminal justice and psychology, is 
taking the role of Head Drum Major for the 
Marching Band this season. This will be her 
fourth season as a part of EMU’s marching 
band and her seventh season being in a 
marching band.

Lopez, a junior majoring in music 
education, is taking the role of Co. Drum 
Major for the Marching Band this season. 
This will be his fourth season as a part of 
EMU’s marching band and his eighth season 
as a member of a marching band. 

The selection process for drum major 
included a few stages of auditions. Students 
had to submit an application, hold an 
interview with the director, and perform a 
live audition in front of the band. 

Booker and Lopez were happy about 
being chosen for their new positions.

“I remember Amara ran up and gave me 
a huge hug in that moment,” Lopez said in a 
written statement. “I am very grateful to have 
been chosen.” 

Lopez hopes to inspire other BIPOC to be 
band members and to show that anyone can 
be a drum major. 

“I hope to give drive and inspiration to 
people of color, that they can be role models 
and be the face of change,” Lopez said. “I 
hope me being chosen as Drum Major will 
help people see it really doesn’t matter that 
Amara and I are of a different race than the 
traditional face of leadership on campus has 
been, but we are just two people that have 

a passion for being leaders and playing 
amazing music with an outstanding band.”

Booker also hopes that she and Lopez can 
inspire and represent other students of color 
through their new roles. 

“I know from experience anytime you 
enter a space and you can look to members 
of your community that are in leadership 
positions, it changes your perspective on 
what you feel you can accomplish in that 
group or space,” Booker said. “We can be 
that representation for people, so people can 
know it's not that far out of reach from them.”

Their goals for the upcoming season 
include wanting to fill the big shoes left 
for them by the former leadership, giving a 
sense of community to the band, and wanting 
people to be excited when they hear the EMU 
Marching Band.

“Their dedication for schooling, 
excellence in their craft, and working hard 
shows that they are great ambassadors of 
our program,” Smith said. “They embody 
everything our organization wants to put 
forth.” 

For more information on the marching 
band’s plans for the fall, visit their website at 
www.emumb.org.

EMU Marching Band
selects first BIPOC drum 
majors to lead season 128

PHOTO CREDIT: DR. J. NICK SMITH    AMARA BOOKER ON LEFT, AND NOAH LOPEZ ON RIGHT.

CEDRICK CHARLES
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An Eastern Michigan University student 
has started a petition after the university 
announced that summer 2022 graduates 
would no longer be allowed to walk in the 
upcoming April commencement ceremony. 

EMU will instead be holding a summer 
commencement ceremony in August. 
Summer graduates were previously allowed 
to walk in the April ceremony before 
completing all of the requirements for 
graduation. 

Lena Timko, a senior at EMU and an 
environmental science major who started the 
petition, received an email on  Feb. 21, with 
the university’s official announcement of the 
change. The email outlined when the April, 
August, and December graduation dates are 
and who may participate in them. 

"The notice that was given was very short 
notice,” Timko said. “We got the email, I 

think it was February 21st, and the deadline 
to apply to graduation is March 6th. So, that's 
like 13 days, so it's not a lot of time. I know 
a couple of people who can't graduate now in 
the spring...so, knowing that before the fall 
semester definitely could've helped a lot of 
people.” 

The information about the newly 
added summer ceremony may leave many 
graduates without the opportunity to walk 
across the stage. With such short notice, 
some students are left scrambling to adjust 
their plans.   

"My personal situation is that I'm not 
going to be able to walk for commencement 
at all now because I'm actually graduating 
a year early and I have an internship set up 
out of state for this summer,” senior Augsut 
Heath, an environmental science major, said. 
“I picked my start date because I was under 
the impression that I would be walking in 
spring commencement because that's what 
my advisor told me for three years. The 
timing for me was a big thing.”

EMU student petitions 
about new summer 
graduation ceremony 

EMU announces
interim chief 
diversity officer
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan Univeristy President 
James Smith announced the creation of 
the chief diversity officer position at the 
univeristy and named Doris Fields as the 
interim officer Feb. 17. 

Fields has been named interim chief 
diversity officer while the university 
conducts a national search for a permanent 
officer, as was announce at the latest EMU 
Board of Regents meeting. 

Fields is an EMU alumni and a tenured 
professor in the School of Communication, 
Media, and Theatre Arts. She specializes 
in interracial, interethnic, and intercultural 
communication. Fields' career history, which 
includes more than 20 years at the university 
alone, will be beneficial during her placement 
as chief diversity officer.

“I came to Eastern in 1986 as a freshman 
majoring in communications,” Fields said. “I 
graduated from EMU in 4 years and then I 
went and did my master’s in communication 
in the communication department. That is the 
experience that changed my life.”

Smith created this position at the 
recommendation of the President’s 
Commission on Diversity and Inclusion 
in their 2018 audit. The commission 
recommended that the president should 
make improvements toward an enhancement 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion on EMU’s 
campus. 

“The plan is to do a national search in the 
fall, and I graciously can start the process for 
that position,” Fields said. “It’s actually an 
honor to be able to do this.”

Creating a staff at the Diversity 
Community Involvement Center is just one 
of the many plans being implemented within 
a matter of months at EMU. There will also 
be a Summer Listening Tour that is being 
organized for this upcoming summer. The 
program will allow Fields to get different 
perspectives from students regarding their 
thoughts on diversity, equity, inclusion, and 
justice on campus. 

“I need to find out one, how students 
of color feel, how all students feel because 
it’s not just one race, it’s about making sure 
we’re all OK,” Fields said. “I need to feel 
what we’re feeling at Eastern, so that helps 
me do everything else that I will do.”

Ypsilanti resident 
charged with
animal cruelty
MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

An Ypsilanti man is expected to be 
arraigned on animal cruelty charges 
Wednesday, March 16, for allegedly leaving 
his dog tied to a door with no food or water 
in August 2021.

George Clark was charged with 
abandonment/cruelty to an animal after 
Animal Cruelty Investigators from the 
Humane Society of Huron Valley reportedly 
found the dog in an apartment with feces, 
urine, and garbage following reports from 
concerned citizens.

Complaintants reported that Clark denied 
their offers to feed or take care of the dog, 
and that the dog was being punished for 
making a mess. 

HSHV seized the dog, an approximately 
1-year-old black lab mix. The dog was 
reported to have visible ribs, protruding 
hip bones, an open wound near its tail, eye 
discharge, and muscular atrophy, according 

to HSHV. 
After two months in HSHV’s care, the 

dog was adopted. 
“We’re happy this had a good ending for 

the dog,” Tanya Hilgendorf, HSHV’s CEO, 
said in a written statement. “But it could 
very easily have gone a different direction 
if people hadn’t stepped in when they did. 
Please remember how important your voice 
is for animals; they rely on our protection 
and need caring people willing to speak up 
for them.”

Washtenaw County residents can report 
suspected animal cruelty or neglect to 
HSHV’s hotline at 734-661-3512 or by 
reporting it online. 

“It’s also important to remember that 
having a pet is a huge responsibility,” 
Hilgendorf said. “They offer us so much 
love and companionship, but it takes time, 
money, patience, and understanding to 
humanely care for another life. Please don’t 
get an animal companion if you are not in a 
situation that enables you to provide a loving 
home.”
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Trucker protest against 
COVID-19 mandates spreads 
across U.S. and Canada
SOPHIA LEVEQUE
NEWS REPORTER

The Ambassador Bridge, which connects 
Detroit, Michigan, to Windsor, Ontario, was 
the site of a recent six-day protest. As the 
citizens of Canada start to become restless 
regarding COVID-19 restrictions, more 
protests are being organized across the 
country and are only increasing in intensity. 

The protest, known as the “Freedom 
Convoy,” set out with a goal to relieve 
truck drivers from the COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate as they travel back and forth 
between the US and Canadian borders. 
However, it quickly turned into a protest 
against all COVID-19 vaccine mandates 
and restrictions in the country. While not 
all protestors were unvaccinated, they stood 
against job and travel restrictions imposed 
upon the unvaccinated. 

The Ambassador Bridge is the busiest 
trade route between the US and Canada. 
Therefore, when truck drivers decided to 
create a blockade along the bridge, the 
Canadian economy took quite a blow. With 
50-75 vehicles stopping traffic on the bridge, 

an estimated $383 million to $1 billion was 
lost as a direct outcome of the blockade. 

Since no trade imports were able to enter 
through the bridge, this caused car factories 
surrounding the border to be shut down and 
businesses having to lay people off. A parts 
supplier in Ontario was forced to lay off half 
of their employees since they were unable to 
receive the raw materials usually transported 
through the Ambassador Bridge. Economists 
are concerned that the damage done to the 
economy may continue to have effects for 
years to come.

During the protest, the people who 
weren’t directly participating in the blockade 
tried offering their support through the 
fundraising site GoFundMe. However, 
after receiving $7.8 million in donations, 
GoFundMe removed the page and required 
an application form to be filled out for 
refunds. 

When this didn’t go well with the 
contributors, GoFundMe sent automatic 
refunds to their accounts but never reopened 
the fundraising page. As an alternative, a 
Christian fundraising site called GiveSendGo 
started a fundraising page to support the 
protestors. They have achieved more than $9 

million in donations. 
BBC was able to interview some of the 

protestors and hear their pieces on why the 
COVID-19 mandates were able to spark such 
a huge demonstration, “This is not an anti-
vax movement; this is a freedom movement. 
It’s for choice,” says Justin Smith. 

A woman, Ms. Lawrence, spoke about 
the future of her children: “I want my kids to 
go into a store and see a smile on someone’s 
face. That’s the saddest thing.” 

Supporters of the Freedom Convoy have 
voiced their concerns on the COVID-19 
restrictions, and the police pushed back with 
arrests, tows, and threats.

“I was hoping it wasn’t going to end like 
this, I was hoping the police would allow us 
to continue to peacefully protest,” Tyler Kok 
said. 

By the end of the blockade, 46 protestors 
on the bridge were arrested and 37 vehicles 
were taken. 

Although this protest did not change any 
of Canada’s mandates just yet, it inspired 
the beginning of many protests across the 
globe. Only time will tell whether these 
demonstrations will lead to changes in 
COVID-19 mandates.

How EMU facilitates 
compelling research
NEHUL TANNA
NEWS REPORTER

Education is the holistic learning of life 
and all its integrated aspects. It is not limited 
to a textbook, a pre-recorded lecture or a 
homework assignment, it’s happening as 
you spend time looking at how the birds 
flocks together, how the flowers sway in 
the wind or how the clouds hang in the 
sky. It is experiential, more than anything. 
Acknowledging that, EMU offers a vast array 
of research to choose from to complement 
learning. 

The First-Year Writing Class and the 
Celebration of Student Writing are just the 
first few steps you can take to get acquainted 
with research on campus. From there on out, 
almost every faculty member you can come 
across will have something to contribute to a 
research path. 

Research brews predominantly in the 
Mark Jefferson Science Complex and 
Strong Hall. Students take on projects, under 
the guidance of faculty mentors, to study 
intriguing facts about the world. What the 
layers of rock reveal about Earth’s past, what 
cultural landscapes say about human history 
and what terrestrial changes hint towards algal 
blooms are just a few of the many subjects 
of research. Students can use 3D modeling 
and other computational methods to uncover 

ways in which chemicals react and spend 
hours in the lab working on molecules that 
can present newer information in the battle 
against cancer and Alzheimer’s. Not just that, 
there is copious amounts of ongoing research 
studying diverse groups of animals and parts 
of nature which are exciting avenues for 
exploration.

With the overwhelming variety of options 
to work on, there are countless resources on-
campus to facilitate such hands-on learning. 
The university provides annual scholarship 
opportunities for students engaged in research 
with faculty mentors, to drive students’ 
passion for science and acknowledge their 
efforts. These scholarships aid laboratory 
funding and function as compensation 
towards these undertakings. Some students 
may also have the added benefit of being paid 
as a research assistant if their mentors have 
resources to support this. Even in the absence 
of payment, research is an experience with 
compounding returns and makes students 
more marketable for jobs and internships and 
better prepared for post-graduate education.

Publications are a staple in research, 
which students can achieve as early as their 
sophomore year of college with EMU. 
In fact, some classes even take up novel 
research as part of their curriculum, turning 
into potential sources of publication. Many 
exemplary undergraduate students working 

with faculty already have publications to 
their name. 

It is worth mentioning that the Honors 
college plays a huge role in guiding student 
research with its Honors Thesis framework. 
Typically beginning with the Junior year, it 
requires students to write a research proposal, 
and subsequently put in work that culminates 
into a thesis and project, presentable at the 
Undergraduate Research Symposium by the 
time of graduation. All this while, students 
work closely with their mentor and Honors 
College advisor at every step of the process. 
The University Writing Centre is another 
major resource that has a diverse team of 
specialized consultants that are excited to 
help students enhance their research writing 
and assist students with this process.

With a high faculty to student ratio at 
EMU, you aren’t looking for research, 
research is looking for you. There is always 
something for you to do to take your first 
step into formal research. Even when you 
can’t seem to find anything you like, faculty 
encourage students to keep an open mind 
and urge them to try something different. 
Research is a rewarding process to go 
through even in the absence of grants, theses, 
and symposiums, and with EMU faculty 
conducting regular undergraduate research 
workshops, you never run out of options to 
explore.

Ypsilanti District
Library-Whittaker
hosts 'Evicted'
exhibit this month
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Ypsilanti District Library-Whittaker is 
hosting the “Evicted" exhibit through March 
31 to spread awareness about the under-
representation of evictions across the U.S.

"Evicted" showcases how evictions 
throughout the country have deeply impacted 
communities, notably Black women, and is 
a cause of poverty. The exhibit highlights 
personalized data from Matthew Desmond’s 
book by the same name and confronts the 
preconceptions of eviction.

“The ‘Evicted' exhibit is really based 
on the recession in 2008–2009,” Julianne 
Smith said, the assistant director of YDL. 
“Visitors should be prepared to experience 
how eviction affects all of us. It brings home 
the fact that housing insecurity is a national 
issue, and the repercussions go throughout 
the community; it's just not individual 
people.”

Matthew Desmond’s book, “Evicted: 
Poverty and Profit in the American City,” is a 
significant work of inspiration for the exhibit. 
Elements from the book are showcased 
throughout the exhibit, reflecting eviction 
rates throughout the United States.

“Desmond’s book personalizes data 
and reveals a human side of eviction as 
something many people experience on a day-
to-day scale,” Sam Killian, the community 
relations coordinator at YDL, said. “There 
are different rooms in the exhibit that reflect 
eviction in many aspects, such as a visual 
representation of all the U.S states mapped 
out in cardboard boxes showcasing eviction 
rates in each state. For example, Michigan is 
in the top six, the highest in the Midwest.”

The exhibit consists of four houses, 
and the first house has audio and video of 
people talking about eviction-related stories. 
The second house highlights the different 
populations affected by evictions, and the 
third goes through eviction proceedings in 
court. The final house shows what happens 
during an eviction, including belongings 
being placed on the street. 

“Evicted is sponsored by the National 

Building Museum in Washington DC, and 
it's based on Matthew Desmond’s book of 
the same theme and what he discovered; 
eviction is really a cause of poverty,“ Smith 
said. “It's very powerful, and it's very sad.”

Killian and Smith hope the visitors to 
the exhibit can see the multi-layers beneath 
the concept of eviction and how people are 
affected by it.  

“My hope is that the exhibit shows the 
human side that seeks out the larger problem 
that most people don't think about,” Killian 
said. “In response, I hope that people can 
generate compassion and want to help now 
more than ever with Covid and especially 
since previous protections have been taken 
away.”

Smith said the exhibit is meant to inspire 
its visitors and empower them to create 
change in their community. 

“There are some dangerous preconceived 
notions that people who are evicted are 
not working by choice or they're too lazy, 
or they don't pay their rent, and that's very 
rare.” Smith said. “I want people to look 
at the back end of eviction and see this is a 
societal problem. It humanizes people who 
have been through eviction and helps people 
understand that many of the problems related 
are the results of poverty, not its cause. 
I think the alarming trends surrounding 
eviction such as the disproportionate number 
of Black women who are victims and how 
landlords have representation and the tenants 
don't warrant further discussion. 

“The library just doesn't put exhibits 
up because they're interesting; the point of 
them is to continually deepen the dialogue 
to humanize situations, to be one of the 
institutions in the community that is here 
to help. Ultimately, when people attend our 
programs and exhibits, we always want 
them to affect change, so when you leave, 
we want you to feel empowered to make 
you want to do something whether it's in 
your life or somebody else's; it's to provide 
positive momentum, and we always hope 
that happens.”

YDL-Whittaker is located at 5577 
Whittaker Road. For more information about 
the ‘Evicted’ exhibit, visit ypsilibrary.org.

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University's Choir 
from the School of Music and Dance will be 
performing their biggest event of the year on 
Friday, March 11, at the Pease Auditorium. 

The event will feature a performance 
by the EMU Choir, a mixed group of 
undergraduate and graduate students with 
music and non-music majors. 

With traditions dating back to 1854, the 
EMU Choir is excited to keep things going 
this semester. Their last performance was the 
Holiday Candlelight concert that occurred on 
Dec. 11. 

Brandon Johnson is the director of Choral 
Activities at Eastern Michigan University. 
He has been a part of EMU’s School of 
Music and Dance staff for about eight years. 

“This ensemble is the one that tours 
the most,” Johnson said. “This group will 
be traveling to Alaska actually later in the 
semester.”

Johnson said this performance is usually 
a part of an international tour, but due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, those plans have been 
halted. 

“Typically this was going to be the year for 
an international tour,“ Johnson said. “Every 
3 years we try to travel on an international 
tour, but of course, the pandemic had some 
things to say about our travel plans.”

This concert is considered the most 
important event of the year for the EMU 
Choir, according to Johnson. 

“We call it the ‘Home Tour’ concert 
because we would just be returning from 
wherever the concert tour had taken us, so 
this is the most by far the most sophisticated 
and complex performance of the EMU Choir 
for the entire year,” Johnson said.

The program is titled “I Believe in the 
Sun.” This event will have a mixture of 
components from different eras, as well as 
two winning pieces that were chosen from 
the Choral Composition Competition.

“I would call it a diverse body of choral 
art music,” Johnson said. “It has a particular 
focus on underrepresented composers.”

The concert will be held at the Pease 
Auditorium on Friday, March 11, from 7:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The event will be open to 
the public and free of cost. Those interested 
in attending and learning more about the 
Choir can visit the EMU Choir page.

'I Believe in the 
Sun' EMU Choir 
performance 
coming in March

Managing Editor managing@easternecho.com Emma Adkins
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In downtown Detroit on Feb. 28, Little 
Caesars Arena was packed with tens of 
thousands of fans waiting in anticipation 
to witness some amazing talent. Tyler, 
the Creator brought along fellow music 
artists Kali Uchis, Vince Staples and Teezo 
Touchdown for his headlining "CALL ME IF 
YOU GET LOST" tour.

The opener for a concert is key to 
warm up the crowd and begin a truly great 
experience. Teezo Touchdown came out first 
and had LCA piping hot, which is extremely 
impressive considering this is the musicians 
first touring experience ever. 

If you’re unfamiliar with the artist, his 
seemingly unorthodox style and approach is 
hard to take in. However, his amazing energy 
makes his music easier to receive. The 
alternative singer connected to the crowd 
quickly with his track “I’m Just a Fan,'' 
where he was able to get the audience in the 
mood to have a great night. 

Teezo and his assistant also handed out 
merch and a special hard hat for the audience 
member they deemed to have the best energy. 

Soon after Teezo left the stage, rapper 

Vince Staples made his way out. Staples 
has been rapping for over a decade now and 
has gained popularity and acclaim through 
many hit songs. He was introduced early to 
the game for many veteran Tyler, the Creator 
fans through appearances in Odd Future’s 
early days. 

Knowing all of this going in, I was 
expecting to see one of the best performances 
ever, but thanks to the audio engineer at LCA 
I was wrong. The audio was awful for those 
not in the pit; you could barely make out a 
word that Staples was saying. To put it in 
perspective, it was equivalent to the adults in 
the Charlie Brown cartoon. 

The audience still tried to show respect 
by clapping and moving along to the beat, 
yet even that was hard. Regardless, Staples 
still powered through like a true artist and 
gave all of his energy from start to finish.

The last opener to come on stage was 
Columbian superstar Kali Uchis. When 
Kali started to perform, the atmosphere in 
the entire arena changed. Everyone stood 
up to witness the magic and no one was 
disappointed. Performing songs from her 
most recent album “Sin Miedo'' to older 
tracks from project “Por Vida," the entire 
crowd sang along as they watched in 
amazement as Uchis and her backup dancers 

lit up the stage. This set really had a different 
energy about it than the previous ones and 
was perfect leading up to the main show.

Last but not least, the star of the set Tyler, 
the Creator finally appeared in dramatic 
fashion as usual, rising from the stage in a 
vintage Rolls Royce Wraith. From then on, 
he controlled the entire stadium. 

Tyler played hit songs like 
"LUMBERJACK," and "WUSYANAME," 
from his newest album, as well as taking 
fans by surprise with performances of tracks 
from the early 2010's such as "Tamale," and 
"Yonkers." 

In addition to the performance, Tyler also 
had an amazing stage set with a mansion 
inspired by Wes Anderson and lighting 
similar to Kanye West's “Yeezus” tour, along 
with his normal silly antics. 

This show was definitely one of his best 
to date, and shows massive growth in both 
artistry and fanbase since his 2019 Detroit 
performance at The Masonic Temple. 

Each of these four artists were truly 
genuine and unique with each one of their 
sets, creating a welcoming and exciting 
environment for all of Detroit. Of all of the 
concerts I have been to, most of them fail to 
compare to this electrifying night. 

AARON HUGHES
COPY EDITOR

The dream pop duo Beach House is 
here with their eighth record “Once Twice 
Melody'." This dynamic group has been 
around for almost two decades; however, this 
is the first album produced solely by them.

This band has nothing to prove with 
this release, as in the end it’s just for the 
enjoyment of the fans and themselves. Even 
though this LP is slightly different from 
previous albums, it still has the vibe and 
touch that the rest of their discography has. 

The band recently got a new wave of 
fans due to the popular tune “Space Song” 
going viral on TikTok, with 97k users using 
the audio.

The entire project is 18 tracks long, 
meaning that it takes almost an hour and a 
half to listen to in one go. Regardless, the 
album is extremely cohesive in its overall 
sound which makes the time go by faster and 
it's transitions smoother. 

The LP's Apple Music description states: 
“Beach House’s gift lies in managing to 
make what feels like the same album a 
hundred different ways." 

This is a unique album in a way since it's 
split up in four chapters, each including four 
to five tracks. 

Though the entire album is solid, 
the beginning tracks truly pull you in. 
These tracks are encompassing and have 
an interstellar feeling. The best songs 
"Superstar” and “Pink Funeral" being back 

to back makes it even better. 
The song “Superstar” takes about 50 

seconds for all of its elements to come 
together. It starts with synths and a faint 
beat that transitions to the bass. When the 
guitar comes in, you feel as if you’re in a 
teen coming of age movie. With reminiscent 
lyrics and being in E Flat, it’s one of the 
darker songs of the album.

The track “Pink Funeral” is even more 
eerie and has the best instrumentals on 
this LP. Using repeating callbacks from 
background voices with theatrical lyrics 
it continues that movie feel. According to 
lyrical breakdowns from Genius, this track 
alludes to the 2010 movie “Black Swan” and 
the theater play “Swan Lake." 

The group still has more tricks up their 
sleeves apparently, even with releasing this 
double LP. In an interview with Jillian Mapes 
from Pitchfork Magazine, Alex Scally of the 
group stated that they want to do three more 
records. 

“This is my dream as one half of the 
band. I think we need to make an extremely 
minimal record.Then, we need to make an 
extreme dance record. Then, a cover album, 
where you’re taking beautiful songs you’ve 
loved in the past and re-imagining them. 
There’s so many songs we love that aren’t 
pop songs” Scally said. 

With a year already full of great music, 
this amazing introspective album, yet 
painfully long at times, is one of the better 
projects of 2022 so far.

I would give this album a 7.5 out of 10.

Review: Tyler, the Creator 
"Call Me If You Get Lost" 
tour in downtown Detroit

Review: Beach 
House LP “Once 
Twice Melody” is a 
galactic getaway 

PIPER COE
COLUMNIST

Released a decade after her last book on 
Feb. 22, Julie Otsuka’s “The Swimmers” 
follows a tight-knit group of pool-goers as 
they drift apart when their beloved pool is 
shut down after mysterious cracks begin to 
form at the bottom.   

This slim novel begins in a first-person 
plural narrative and describes the pool's 
unspoken guidelines: take the mandatory 
two-minute shower before entering the pool; 
wear a swim cap; do not pass the swimmer in 
front of you without politely tapping them on 
the heel. The swimmers are only known by 
their speed: "fast-lane people, medium-lane 
people, or the slow." In the underground pool, 
you are just a swimmer—whomever you are 
on land does not matter here. However, it is 
only the pool that tethers them together. After 
the pool is permanently closed one member, 
Alice a retired lab technician with dementia, 
is left adrift. 

About two-fifths through the novel 
the narration changes from a collective 
perspective to a narrowed-in lens, where we 
find out the key figure all along was Alice. 
Without the pool to keep her afloat her life 
slides into a downward spiral. Narrated 
by Alice’s middle-aged novelist daughter 
we bob in and out of Alice’s memories as 
a child in a Japanese internment camp and 

her struggles as a Japanese American mother 
in the bay area. Her daughter remarks on 
personal memories of her mother, as well 
as what she wishes she knew. Alice leaves 
to stay at Belavista, a care facility for the 
elderly, and it is here that we see her mental 
and physical decline. 

“The Swimmers” is heartbreaking. 
Otsuka’s writing style is simple, but precise 
in its delivery and emotional impact. The 
book is broken into five chapters with the 
first two chapters dealing with the pool and 
the last three detailing Alice’s memory loss. 

At first, I was confused as to what was 
going on. The pool chapters spend a lot of 
time describing what I originally considered 
mundane details about the pool and its 
inhabitants. Otsuka works with looping 
syntactical phrases that parallel the ebb and 
flow of the pool itself; while I thought this 
was an interesting touch, at times it was 
tiring to read.  

It is not until the second half when it all 
comes together that I finally understood why. 
The novel is not so much about the pool or 
the crack as it is about mothers and daughters 
and the pain that comes with unavoidable 
memory loss. 

Otsuka takes her time unraveling this 
story and at the end, when the narrative 
threads all weave together, this seemingly 
mundane novel packs a huge punch.

I would recommend “The Swimmers” 
and give the novel 4 out 5 stars.

Opinions Editor opinions@easternecho.com Caleb Burlingame

Book Review: 
"The Swimmers" 
by Julie Otsuka

Opinion: The value 
placed on extra curricular 
participation is classist

Noula Limberopoulos
Columnist

Nowadays, many universities aren’t 
going to let you in solely based on your 
GPA. They’re looking for extra curricular 
activities—clubs, programs, volunteer work. 
It’s become such a prevalent expectation 
for some universities that it is basically an 
unspoken requirement to even be considered 
for acceptance.

This system that has been created is so 
bad for children. Not only is it overwhelming 
to attempt to balance all these commitments 
with a social and personal life, but it is also 
just not doable for a lot of people. A lot of 
students simply do not have the family 
structure and socio-economic status to make 
these expectations realistic for their lives. 

There are many different hidden financial 
struggles when it comes to extra curricular’s. 
One would be participation costs and required 
payments for materials. Though most clubs 
are financed by school staff, programs or out 
of school activities often charge entry fees. 
For example, camps or athletics. 

Many “free” activities also have required 
materials that can stack up to hundreds or 
even thousands of dollars. Sports and music 
both have a lot of equipment in addition 
to various uniform pieces. On top of the 
one time fee of an instrument, students 
will still have to buy mouth pieces, reeds, 
music, cleaning supplies, etc. Additionally, 

if children participate in the same activity 
for a long time, they will have to repay the 
participation costs and replace outgrown or 
damaged uniforms. A lot of more female 
dominant athletics, like cheerleading and 
dance, require a multitude of different 
costumes, as well as hair pieces and makeup.

Besides this, there is transportation. 
Some activities require longer travel, usually 
competitive activities. Even if this isn’t the 
case, gas costs money just to pick a child up 
from school later or drive them somewhere 
at night. Expecting a young child to walk 
or bike home alone is not a valid solution 
to this either; it simply isn’t safe. A lot of 
parents can’t make this work with their work 
schedule either.

On the topic of work, a lot of families 
need the children working as soon as it is 
legal for them to do so. For some, the kids 
need this to save up for their own expenses, 
like college or a vehicle. In more extreme 
circumstances, parents need their child’s 
income to contribute to the household. 

On the flip side, we have privileged 
children with parents who can afford to drive 
them to and from activities, pay for these 
programs, pay for equipment. Children don‘t 
have to worry about working because their 
parents can pay for it. Even if their parents 
couldn’t fully cover their tuition, the fact 
that they have a better socioeconomic status 
and thus, more extra curriculars and more 
opportunities in elementary and high school 

will lead to them getting more opportunities 
with scholarships and offers when going into 
secondary education. 

Which leads us to my point—expecting 
children to have the same opportunities 
when there is a clear wealth disparity across 
our country is blatant and inherit classism. 
It’s even worse because the children 
can’t do anything about it and it’s not the 
parent‘s fault either. It is simply unfair to 
be rewarding privileged children with even 
more opportunities when they were already 
in a better situation to begin with. 

This issue could be mitigated in a number 
of ways. Universities could rethink what 
they look for during the application process. 
University costs could be lowered, making it 
more accessible regardless of class. Funding 
for elementary and high schools could go to 
making extra curriculars and transportation 
more accessible to all students. All of these 
would not only provide education to a higher 
quantity of Americans but at a higher quality 
as well. 

There is no reason that a child’s—or 
person’s—economic status should determine 
the level of education they get. While we 
are a long way off from the free college 
systems other nations have in place, what I 
am suggesting is one step closer to equality 
and better opportunities and education for 
the coming generations.
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BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University mens’ 
basketball team (10-20, 5-14 Mid-American 
Conference) was defeated by Western 
Michigan University (8-22, 4-15 Mid-
American Conference), 71-60, at home on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022, inside the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center. 

It was also senior night inside the 
George, where seniors Monty Scott, Darion 
Spotsville, Nate Scott, Thomas Binelli, 
and Axel Okongo were honored for their 
contributions to the EMU mens’ basketball 
program. 

After falling behind 11-5, early in the first 
half, the Eagles went on an 8-0 run to take a 
tight 13-11 lead with a little over 13 minutes 
left. EMU would stay hot as they went on a 
7-1 run, led by freshman point guard Noah 
Farrakhan, to stretch the lead to 20-12. The 
Eagles finished the half up 26-24, as they 
scored 16 of their 26 in the paint, and only 
held the Broncos to 6 points in the paint. 

After intermission, WMU came out 
scoring quickly, as they put up five of the 
first seven points to regain a 29-28 lead with 
17:45 to go. As the Broncos held a 46-44 
advantage with 12 minutes left in the half, 
EMU would go on an 8-0 run, finished off 
by a three-pointer from freshman Kevin-
David Rice with 10 minutes left to play. The 
Broncos would regain control of the game, 
as they went on a 25-8 run to close out the 
matchup and win 71-60. 

Western Michigan’s Lamar Norman 
made eight three-pointers for WMU. That 
is tied for the second-most threes in a single 

game inside the George Gervin GameAbove 
Center

Offensively the Eagles’ bench made their 
presence felt, as they contributed 35 points 
that were led by Rice, who scored a team-
high 12 points. Freshman Luka Savicevic put 
up 10 points off the bench, and Monty Scott 
added in 10 as well. 

Defensively the Eagles outrebounded 
WMU, 37-34, as senior Darion Spotsville 
grabbed 10 rebounds. The struggles came 
in the second half, where EMU gave up 47 
points. This was the second-consecutive 
game where the Eagles allowed 40-plus 
points. 

Head Coach Stan Heath shared his overall 
thoughts about the game in a postgame 
interview held by EMUAthletics: 

“It was good seeing younger guys, like 
Kevin Rice and Luka, step up,” coach Heath 
said. “We didn’t have enough and I thought 
it was more defense than offense, especially 
when Norman got hot. It was hard to stop 
him,” Heath added. 

Coach Heath also shared his thoughts on 
honoring the seniors for senior night: 

“That was a good moment,” coach 
Heath said. “That’s where my heart breaks, 
I would've loved those guys to play their last 
game here with a win,” Heath added. 

The EMU mens’ basketball team will 
travel to Ohio to wrap up their regular season 
against Miami University on Friday, March 
4, 2022. Tipoff is set for 7 p.m. and will be 
streamed on ESPN+ and can be listened to 
on WEMU (89.1 FM). 

For more information on the EMU mens’ 
basketball team, you can visit EMUEagles.
com.

EMU mens’ basketball 
celebrates five seniors 
for senior night

DARIUS SAVAGE
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University mens' 
basketball team (10-18, 5-12 MAC) hosted 
the Northern Illinois Huskies (8-18, 5-11 
MAC) Tuesday, Feb. 22, at the George 
Gervin Above Center. 

Tuesday's matchup between the Eagles 
and Huskies marked the 50th meeting since 
1999. The win over the Huskies ties the series 
to 25-25. The Eagles' started the game slow 
against the Huskies, trailing 19-9 within the 
first eight minutes of the game. The Eagles 
then proceeded to go on a 31-15 point run to 
end the half with a 40-34 lead.

Freshman Noah Farrakahan was 
scorching hot from the field, scoring 23 
first half points and finishing with a career 
high 31 point game on 78 percent shooting. 

Farrakhan added seven rebounds on top of 
four assists.

Entering the second half, the Huskies 
fought back into the game, tying the score 
at 60-60 with 8:18 remaining in the game. 
The Huskies eventually took the lead from 
the Eagles, 72-71 with 1:17 left on the clock.  

With time running short, Center Mo 
Njie scored a go-ahead bucket, stealing the 
lead back for the Eagles, 73-72. With under 
a minute of regulation remaining, Senior 
Darion Spottsville recorded a massive 
defensive stop while time expired, securing a 
74-72 MAC victory the for the Eagles.

Freshman Center Mo Njie finished the 
game with 16 total points and added four 
rebounds in the win.

Spottsville grabbed a career high of 11 
rebounds to go along with eight points and 
a game-winning defensive performance to 
hold off the Huskies at the buzzer.

During the post game press conference 
hosted by EMU athletics, coach Stan Heath 
commended the Eagles' performance.

“I’m extremely proud of the guys. I 
thought that we handled the good and bad, all 
the adversity to hang on,“ Coach Heath said.

The Eagles travel to Cleveland for the 
Mid-American Conference tournament this 
year. 

The Eagles final three games of the 
regular season consist of two away games 
and a single home stand. The Eagles travel 
to Worthen Arena to battle the Ball State 
Cardinals (12-15, 7-9 MAC) on Feb. 26. 
Afterward, EMU returns home for the 
final home stand of the season, hosting the 
Western Michigan Broncos (6-22, 2-15 
MAC) on Mar.1. The Eagles conclude the 
season traveling to Ohio, in a MAC matchup 
against the Redhawks (12-16, 6-11 MAC) on 
Friday, March 4.

Noah Farrakhan scores career 
high 31 points in a 74-72 win

Four swim & dive team members
enter EMU’s record book after 
Championship performances
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s swim and 
dive program traveled to Bowling Green, 
Ohio on Feb. 23-26 to compete in the Mid-
American Conference Championships. 

During the first day of competition EMU 
participated in two relay events, the 200 
medley relay and the 800 freestyle relay. 

The 200 medley relay team included 
Lainie Bell, Riley Hofmann, Ali Staver, and 
Kiersten Russell. The team finished in sixth 
place with a time of 1:40.74, recording a 
season-best for them.  

In the 800 freestyle relay, Eastern 
Michigan placed fifth with a time of 7:20.68. 
The effort recorded another season-best for 
the team, including Carlin Hudson, Kelsey 
Andrusak, Kiersten Russell, and Lucie 
Fioux.

Multiple Eagles entered EMU’s swim 
and dive record book after performances 
from the Championship weekend including 
Hofmann, Bell, Staver and Berger. 

Riley Hofmann earned a medal, placing 
third in the 400-yard individual medley with 
a personal-best time of 4:16.76. Hofmann’s 
performance qualified her for third all-time 
in program history in the 400-yard individual 
medley. 

In the 100-yard backstroke, Lainie 
Bell finished with a time of 54.65. Bell’s 
performance in the 100-yard backstroke 
ranked fifth best in program history. 
Teammate Ali Staver ranks 10th all-time in 
program history in the 100-yard backstroke 
with a time of 55.12.

Bethany Berger finished first in the 
3-meter dive preliminaries with a score of 
326.15, placing her at 10th all-time in the 
program's history.

Throughout the MAC Championships, 

Eastern Michigan earned three silver and two 
bronze medals. 

Camryn Hughes earned a third-place 
finish in the 1-meter dive with a score of 
290.65. In the 1-meter and 3-meter dive 
Bethany Berger earned second place in both 
events earning her Second Team All-MAC 
honors. 

Riley Hofmann was selected as a First 
Team All-MAC member after her second 
place finish in the 200-yard butterfly 
(1:59.11) and third place finish in the 400-
yard individual medley (4:16.76). 

With a total of 345 points, the Eagles 
finished the Mid-American Conference 
Championships in fifth-place. The University 
of Akron placed first, claiming the trophy 
with a total of 896.5 points. 

Stay in the know about Eastern Michigan’s 
swim and dive program by following them 
on Twitter @EMUSwimDive and Instagram 
@emuswimanddive.

Eastern Michigan University track 
and field teams soar home as back-
to-back MAC Indoor Champions

The Eastern Michigan University 
mens’ track and field team won its second 
consecutive Mid-American Conference 
Indoor Championship on Saturday, Feb. 26, 
inside the Kent State Field House. EMU 
would total a score of 166 and edge the 
University of Akron, who finished in second 
place with a score of 156, to hoist the trophy. 

EMU womens’ track and field finished in 
second place over the weekend with a total of 
84.5 points, trailing only Akron who finished 
with 117.5. 

The two-day event began on Friday, Feb. 
25, followed by the second day of meets on 
Saturday, Feb. 26. 

Day 1
Led by junior Baldvin Magnusson, the 

mens’ distance runners put on a show during 
the first day of competition. After competing 
in the 800m preliminaries earlier that day, 
Magnusson went on to capture the 5000m 
crown with a time of 14:12.21. Sophomore 
Toby Gualter took second place with a time 
of 14:22.96, followed by freshman Josh 
Hill finishing in fourth place with a time 
of 14:27.02. Magnusson, Gualter, and Hill 
combined for 22 points in the event. 

Transitioning to the other side of the 
track, the Eagles found themselves in a great 
position with sprints and hurdles. 

Scoring for the mens’ team, Sophomore 
Kaleb Simpson finished third in the 60m 
with a time of 6.84, and second in the 200m 
with a time of 21.51. Teammate Kyle Martin 
finished fifth in the 60m with a time of 6.94, 
and also finished fifth in the 200m with a 
time of 21.73. Both Simpson and Martin 
would qualify for the finals on Saturday. 

The womens’ team was led by junior 
Alysse Wade, earning a season-best time of 
8.51 in the 60m hurdles prelims to advance. 
Angel Gazaway earned an 8.75 time, and 

Breanna Cavanaugh earned an 8.64 time, 
earning advancements for both teammates.

Senior Kadian Clarke dominated the 
weight throw, garnering gold in her first 
career MAC title. Clarke threw a 20.33m and 
was the only thrower to reach the 20-meter 
plateau. 

The mens’ weight throwers earned 
14 points on the first day of the MAC 
Indoor Championships. Junior Newlyn 
Stephenson’s 22.26m throw finished second 
place. Graduate student Taige Bryant finished 
third with a throw of 21.72m. 

In the men's heptathlon, senior Skyler 
Lester finished top three in each event, 
placing first in the 60m dash and high jump. 

After five events, Eastern Michigan 
University led the mens’ competition with 52 
points, followed by Akron with 47. 

Eastern Michigan University’s womens’ 
team ranked fourth with 24 points, trailing 
Toledo in first place with 35 points. 

Day 2
A dominant showing from the men's 

distance runners opened the second day of the 
MAC Indoor Championships. Magnusson 
won the mile with a 4:07.00 time, as wells 
as the 3000m with an 8:20.72 time. On top of 
his first place finishes, Magnusson claimed 
third place in the 800m race. 

Magnusson’s electric performance 
resulted in 36 points for EMU and the MVP 
award.

Continuing on the track, Gualter finished 
second place in the 3000m with a time of 
8:22.52. Senior Derek Jones took second 
place in the 800m with a time of 1:52.77, 
while sophomore Kaleb Simpson took 
second in the 60m dash with a time of 6.78. 

Almighty Williams of the womens’ track 
team was crowned champion of the 60m 
hurdles after timing at 7.93. Junior Alysse 

Wade finished third with a career-best time 
of 8.38 in the 60m hurdles. 

EMU womens’ 4x400 crew of juniors 
Tiffany Cernej-Garcia and Mair Edwards, 
senior Keypathwa Gibson, and sophomore 
Noriyah Johnson earned first place with a 
time of 3:46.54. 

In the field, Chukwusome Enekwechi 
finished second in the shot put with a mark 
of 17.41m. Classmate Baboucar Sallah-
Mohammed notched a leap of 15.62m, 
placing third in the triple jump. Senior 
Quintella Johnson placed second in the high 
jump with a clearance of 1.75m. 

Skyler Lester finished third overall in the 
heptathlon with 5265. Lester’s performance 
is recorded as the third-best heptathlon point 
total in EMU history. 

The final mens’ team standings from 
the event concluded; EMU finishing in first 
place with 166, Akron in second with 156, 
Kent State in third with 134, and Buffalo in 
fourth with 64. 

The final women’s team standings from 
the event concluded; Akron finishing in first 
place with 117.5, EMU in second place with 
84.5, Northern Illinois in third place with 70, 
and Kent State in fourth place with 68. 

As Magnusson brought home the MVP, 
he wasn’t the only Eagle who earned an 
accolade. Director and Head Coach, Sue 
Parks, was named men’s Coach of the Year 
in the MAC. 

Up next, the Eagles will see if any marks 
qualify individuals for the NCAA Indoor 
Championships on March 11-12. 

To stay up to date you can follow the 
team on  Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook 
at @EMUXC_TF, and for more information 
on the team, you can visit EMUEagles.com.

EMU womens'
basketball honors 
nine senior players 
in the last home 
game of the season
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Saturday, Feb. 26, the Eastern 
Michigan University women’s basketball 
team (7-18, 3-14 MAC) lost 75-51 to the 
University of Toledo (23-4, 17-1 MAC) at 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center in 
the final home game of the 2021-22 season.

A hard-fought first quarter ended with 
EMU and UT tied at 15 points in the 1st 
quarter. In the second quarter, UT took off, 
outscoring the Eagles 19-8. Entering the 
second half, the Rockets tallied 23 points 
while EMU fell short with 18, and the fourth 
quarter resulted in 18-10 UT. The Rockets 
dominant scoring effort continually outpaced 
the Eagles, leading to a 75-51 victory.

Despite the loss, this game was special 
to the Eagles as they honored nine EMU 
seniors alongside their family and friends. 
Those recognized for Senior Day were 
Juanita Agosto, Terrysha Banner, Areanna 
Combs, Toyosi Abiola, Natalia Pineda, Kylee 
O’Hara, RayJon Harris, Courtnie Lewis, and 
Danielle Rainey.

Freshman Peyton Pinkney spoke about 
Areanna Combs’ impact on the EMU 

womens’ basketball team.
“Seeing the process, seeing how hard 

her work ethic is in practice, after practice, 
before practice, in the weight room. It’s 
insane. She has a motor that a lot of people 
don’t have,” said Pinkney.

Redshirt Sophomore Ce’Nara Skanes led 
the Eagles with a double-double of 13 points 
and 10 rebounds. Skanes marked 11 double-
doubles on the season. In 23 of 45 (51 
percent) career games Skanes has finished 
with a double-double, which is better than 
anyone in Eagle history. Courtnie Lewis also 
contributed six points and eight rebounds for 
EMU. Freshman Lachelle Austin had nine 
points off of the bench.

The Rockets ended up with 14 turnovers, 
which turned into 10 points on the offensive 
end for the Eagles. Skanes also completed 
three steals for EMU.

On Mar. 2, the Eagles will travel to 
Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, 
MI to battle with the Broncos at 7 p.m. in 
Read Fieldhouse. After that, EMU will have 
the last regular game of the season against 
Ball State University in Muncie, IN at 1 p.m. 
in Worthen Arena before the Mid-American 
Conference Tournament starts.
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 585 Medium Previous solution - Easy
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