
share the feelings and everything together.”
ISA’s executive board are the only 

official members of the organization, 
working together to brainstorm ideas and 
host a diverse array of cultural events, open 
for all EMU students to attend.

As president, Pikatouyhan works 
alongside Columbian-American Nicholas 
Meija, who serves as vice president and is 
the only domestic e-board member in ISA. 

Arab Society e-board members 
Yemeni Ziad Sabri and Egyptian Somaya 
Eissa also serve in ISA: Sabri in the role 
of vice president of finance; and Eissa as 
secretary. Jordanian Sara Herzallah serves 
as vice president of event planning. Nepali 
Adarsha Dev serves as vice president of 
public relations. Indian Fanny Vijjeswarapu 
serves as vice president of marketing; and 
Nepali Somen Shrestha serves as a member 
at large. 

For ISA’s members, the organization is 
a place where they are able to be themselves 

and form bonds with people who share 
similar stories. 

Unlike other cultural organizations on 
campus, ISA is not specific to one culture 
or country, but rather represents everyone 
from every community around the world. 

On Sept. 23, the group hosted its first 
event of the year, a welcome night titled 
“Home Far From Home,” setting the tone 
for the next two semesters with greetings 
and games. 

“I know it’s hard because people 
complain a lot about being far away from 
home, missing family, being homesick, 
missing all the food, but the most we can do 
is to make people feel like the environment 
here is good,” Pikatouyhan said. “You 
can have great friends, great people, great 
social events and you don’t have to feel like 
this place is somewhere you don’t want to 
be.” 

Whether a student’s home is 15 minutes 
from campus or a 15-hour flight, being in 
a brand new place away from family can 
be hard, and having a welcoming campus 

environment can make a huge difference.
“Everybody that lives on campus is 

away from home, so we want to make 
a home for them,” said Vice President 
of Public Affairs Adarsh Dev, a civil 
engineering student at EMU.  

The group has big plans for the current 
school year, with major events emerging 
and others returning after a long hiatus. 

First, ISA wants to host a Bollywood 
night in honor of Diwali, a festival of light 
celebrated in South Asia, happening this 
year on Oct. 24. 

“It’s a festival for Hindus, but since 
it’s such a big event, all of these countries 
come together to celebrate it,” Dev said. 
“It is celebrated as a victory over bad 
power, so we have lights around, we have 
sweets and it’s really pretty, like there are 
fireworks and every home ... you will see 
lightings and music, food, everything.”

See International Student 
Association on page 3
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EMU football wins 
homecoming game

See page 5

EMU ROTC Eagle 
Battalion

See page 5

International Student Association 
strives to create a "Home Far 
From Home" for EMU students

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Creating a “Home Far From Home” 
for students on campus is the main goal 
of this Eastern Michigan University’s 
International Student Association (ISA).

ISA, which has a long presence at 
EMU, is a place for students from all 
over the world to come together and share 
experiences, organize and host cultural 
programs, and help everyone on campus 
learn about the different cultures around 
them. 

Chotika Pikatouyhan, an EMU senior 
psychology student from Thailand and 
the current president of ISA, has been 
participating in the organization since her 
freshman year in 2019. 

“The people that I worked with are 
kind of like mentors to me and we’re still 
hanging out every week and I look up to 
them as a family,” Pikatouyhan said. “It’s 
different when you have a friend that you 
can share the same story with because we 
are from different places too. So they’ll be 
like ‘oh, I miss this thing,’ and I’ll be like 
‘oh, I miss this thing too,’ and then we just 

EDITOR'S NOTE: EMU's 15,000 students arrive in Ypsilanti from 50 states, 
and 83 countries, bringing with them diverse cultures and backgrounds. To explore 
that diversity, this article is the first in a series on campus organizations designed to 
highlight and share the beauty of cultures from around the world.

Last week: The Arab Society
This week: International Student Association

Next week: Latinx Student Association

City of 
Ypsilanti 
receives 
grants for 
full-sized 
recycling 
bins 

KRISTA KANGAS
NEWS REPORTER

Ypsilanti city leaders have approved 
the purchase of 5,000 96-gallon bins 
from Cascade Cart Solutions to eligible 
households next year.

Ypsilanti’s Curbside Recycling 
Program is currently being offered to 
city residents living in a 4-unit or smaller 
apartment building or home in the city of 
Ypsilanti and receiving garbage services 
provided by the city. Bins can be picked 
up at the Department of Public Services. 
Residents must show ID and proof of 
residency to receive the bins.

The newest bins will have two wheels 
for easy maneuverability, a lid, and more 
storage space.

The city of Ypsilanti has also purchased 
additional carts to expand the city’s 
recycling program for certain multifamily 
residential units, with information 
being brought forth later regarding the 
multifamily program.

The national non-profit, the Recycling 
Partnership, alongside the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 

and Energy, have worked together to bring 
more recycling opportunities to Ypsilanti 
residents. 

“It’s a grant-funded endeavor,” Bonnie 
Wessler, Ypsilanti Department of Public 
Services Director, stated. “Each cover a 
portion of the carts and the educational 
materials that go along with it.”

Ypsilanti is also partnering locally with 
WRRMA (Washtenaw Regional Resource 
Management Authority), whose mission 
is to decrease recycling contamination in 
Washtenaw County. 

“We are looking for ways to expand 
the red bins to more multi-unit buildings,” 
Wessler stated. 

Recycling will be collected on the 
same day as garbage. Residents are to 
place their carts on the curb after 6 p.m. 
the night before or no later than 6 a.m. 
on the collection day. Households already 
receiving recycling curbside pickup must 
use the new carts. All residents' carts are to 
be stored beside a home, on or under a back 
porch, or inside a garage. Carts are to be 
placed in the roadway within 3 feet of the 
curb, with the handle facing the house, and 
at least 3 feet from other carts and objects. 

Local Halloween events this month

See page 2

Upgraded tuition-free program

See page 3

Explore Eastern Open House

See page 3

EMU wins homecoming game

See page 5
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It's Halloween time! 
Celebrate these spooky 
events through October
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

In honor of spooky season, attend 
these Halloween-themed events on and off 
campus throughout the month of October. 

Creepy Cool Gallery Exhibition: 
Through Oct. 30

The gallery at Stone & Spoon will 
feature an exhibition with gore and 
ghoulish delight, suggested for people ages 
16 and up.

Wiard’s Country Fair: All October
Visit this local apple orchard this month  

for family fun including hayrides, a corn 
maze, pumpkin picking and more.

Trivia/Game Night : Oct. 4
From 7-9 p.m., EMU’s Honors College 

is hosting a game night with Kahoot, board 
games, prizes and refreshments.

Tea Party with the Mad Hatter: Oct. 
6

Join Campus Life for whimsical fun 
in Wonderland, enjoy free snacks and tea 
while watching Johnny Depp’s Alice in 
Wonderland from 8-10 p.m.

Fall Symphony Orchestra Concert
EMU’s Symphony Orchestra is hosting 

a fall concert for EMU students. The event 
is LBC credit approved.

Run Scream Run: Oct. 8
Either participate in a Freaky 5K, 

Terrifying 10k, or Cider Mill Mile at 
Wiard's Orchard. Online registration closes 
on Oct. 6.

Swooptacular Spooktacular: Oct. 13
Come to the Student Center first floor 

to see fire artists, stilt walkers, reptile 
showings, and more from 7-9p.m.

Highland Cemetery Evening Lantern 
Tours: Oct. 14 - 30

Recurring weekly Friday-Sunday, tour 
the cemetery grounds and listen to stories 
of those who once lived in Ypsi. Tours last 
two hours long on hilly grounds with $10 

admission. 
Holy Bones Festival: Oct. 15
Join Ypsilanti artisans for the fourth 

annual festival and Halloween market, 
featuring more than 60 local artists, live 
music and food trucks with a $10 entrance 
fee at the gates.

Pride Pumpkin Painting: Oct. 20
Join the Honors College with a relaxing 

night testing your LGBTQ+ history 
knowledge and painting pride themed 
pumpkins from 5-6 p.m.

Spooky Double Feature: Oct. 20
From 7-11 p.m. in the Student Center 

auditorium, two scary movies will be 
shown: one classic Halloween film and 
one recent spooky movie. Snacks will be 
provided. 

Halloween Downtown: Oct. 28
Trick or Treat in Library Plaza with 

music, treats, and visit the haunted Boo(k) 
mobile from 5:30-6:45 p.m.

Symphony Orchestra Halloween 

Pops Concert: Oct. 28
Join the EMU Symphony Orchestra at 

their annual Halloween concert from 7-8 
p.m. The music this year will be from Star 
Wars, The Wizard of Oz, Pirates of the 
Caribbean and other family friendly hits. 
Adults can attend for $8, students 6-17 
years old are $5, and children five and 
under are free. LBC approved event.

Night Terrors at Wiard's Orchard: 
Oct.31

Visit Michigan haunted thrill park with 
five different haunted attractions: The 
Ultimate Haunted Barn, The MindShaft, 
The Asylum, Hay ride of the lost, and Alien 
Caged Clowns in 3D. Tickets available for 
purchase online only.

All Hallows Illumination: Nov. 1 
Bring your carved pumpkin to light 

up Frog Island Amphitheater for the 4th 
annual Illumination of Frog Island.

STUDENTS CREATE THEIR OWN YPSILANI INSPIRED PAINTING AT HOMECOMING 
PAINT AND POUR EVENT ON SEPT. 28.

EMU STUDENTS GATHER IN THE STUDENT CENTER BALLROOM FOR BLACK 
HOMECOMING’S TRAP KARAOKE ON SEPT. 28. 

HOMECOMING PAINT AND POUR TOOK PLACE ON SEPT. 28 IN THE STUDENT 
CENTER.

STUDENTS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO BUILD AN EAGLE PLUSH ON SEPT. 27 AT THE 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND BUILD AN EAGLE EVENT IN THE STUDENT CENTER. 

BLACK EMU ALUMNUS SPEAK ON A PANEL AT BLACK HOMECOMING ALUMNI 
NETWORKING FAIR ON SEPT. 27.

2022 Homecoming Recap
PHOTO CREDIT: MUTI MUHAMMAD

Students 
enjoy EMU’s 
homecoming 
events

“I enjoyed how everyone 
was gathered from different 
places to celebrate together.” 

— Asem Alseidi,
Computer Science

“I liked seeing the campus 
back to being active and the 
tailgate was really fun.”

— Udonsi Udensi,
Mechanical Engineering

“The food was better than 
expected and so were the 
dance moves.”

— Chidera Ezeokonkwo,
Computer Science 

“The tailgate was by far the 
best event of the weekend. It 
was so fun that I never went 
to the football game.”

— Joshua Diggs,
Marketing
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ISA plans to incorporate Diwali 
festivities into a Bollywood party night, 
tentatively happening Saturday, Oct. 22.

“We have a plan that we are going to 
celebrate both of these things together,“ 
Dev said. “We want to bring a lot of people, 
we want to have some lighting, have some 
good music.”

Another big event that ISA is looking 
forward to this year is “Colors In 
Harmony,” something that is normally 
annual, but hasn’t happened the past few 
years due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The hours-long event is a culture show 
where people from all over the world 
come to showcase something from their 
country’s culture. 

“One of the events that we want to 
do is in December which will be three 
hours, four hours of event in one of the 
ballrooms where we want representation 
of each and every country that we have on 
campus to perform or to showcase their 
culture or something that represents them,” 
Dev said. “For that we need help from 
every student association that we have on 
campus, especially those that are related 
to the cultural organizations or that are 
international organizations.”

For the culture show specifically, ISA’s 
goal is to have good participation from 
everyone on campus, and get people hyped 
for the event beforehand, and discussing it 
afterwards.

ISA “represents diversity of our 
campus,“ Dev said. “This year, we want 
to be the face and be more forward to 
represent that diversity. We want to gain 
people’s attention that we exist.”

Events happen with people, and 
one of ISA’s main goals is to get more 
people involved and bring attention to the 
organization.

“I want everyone to explore the world 

with us,” Pikatouyhan said. “People don’t 
even know that ISA exists, some of them, 
and I get it. This year, I’m trying to make 
sure that even domestic people know about 
us.”

ISA’s leading members want EMU 
students to know that everyone is welcome 
to participate in the organization’s events, 
not just international students. The events 
are prepared by international students, but 
are meant for every person on campus to 
actively learn about different cultures and 
places around the globe.  

“Over the past few years, the problem 
that ISA had was that we didn’t have a lot 
of engagement,” Dev said. “People have 
that misconception that ISA is only for 
international students and it is not that. 
ISA is just a representation of international 
students, but everything that we do, we 
want to do it for everybody.”

Dev said that EMU should include 
and acknowledge ISA in conversations 
about diversity and inclusion, as it would 
be beneficial to not just the organization, 
but the university overall. ISA showcases 
a real example of the way that diversity, 
and learning about it, is actually present to 
students on campus. 

“Next thing that I’m going to do is, I’m 
going to prepare the next set of individuals 
who can lead this organization in the future, 
that are people who are very interested. 
And I want them to see us closely because 
they can do way better than we are doing,” 
Dev said. “I’m gonna put that sense of 
responsibility in them as the year passes.” 

With hard work, ISA’s first event 
already attracted a larger attendance than 
last year, but the group wants to continue 
to grow participation through the next big 
events and into the future. 

“This year, I want people to know that 
ISA is going to be bigger,” Dev said.

International Student Association

SARAH SCHNEIDER
NEWS REPORTER

The Honors College at Eastern 
Michigan University is having a clean-up 
the park event at Riverside Park on Oct. 7 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. The event is exclusive 
to EMU students, but students do not have 
to be in the Honors College to participate. 

Riverside Park is located between 
Depot Town and downtown Ypsilanti. The 
park is 16-acres and is home to various 
annual events, including Heritage Festival, 
ElvisFest and the Michigan Summer Beer 
Festival. Riverside Park is also perfect for 
bicycling, dog walking, picnicking, fishing, 
and sunbathing. A part of the Washtenaw 
County border to border trail and the Huron 
River water trail run through this park. 

“Students who participate in this 
event will earn two hours of community 
service. These hours can be applied to 

volunteer hours that are required for some 
honors pathways, which allows students 
to graduate with honors,” Rana Aabed, 
community engagement lead with The 
Honors College at EMU, said.

All participating students will meet 
at the Honors College before the start 
of the event and collect a trash bag. The 
Honors College is located at 511 W. Forest 
Ave. Then participants will walk over to 
Riverside Park. Riverside Park is located at 
2 E. Cross St.

EMU Honors College hosts various 
events throughout the school year and 
summer. A park cleanup is organized two 
times per school year, once in the fall and 
once in the spring. 

“Riverside Park has been adopted by 
The Honors College so as of now that is our 
focus in hopes of keeping our park clean 
with the support of our student volunteers,” 
Rana Aabed said.

EMU Honors College 
park clean up Oct. 7

VICTORIA SMITH
COPY EDITOR

Eastern Michigan University has 
unveiled its newly upgraded tuition-free 
program called Eastern Tuition Advantage.

The program is for incoming first-year 
students, awarding free tuition to those 
with a cumulative high school grade-point 
average of 3.0 or higher and an annual 
household income of $60,000 or less. The 
award covers the financial cost of up to 16 
credit hours per semester, spanning across 
up to eight fall and winter semesters in a 
row, after any applicable federal grants 
have been applied. Students cannot recieve 
the Eastern Tuition Advantage during 
summer semesters.

Previously, the tuition-free program 
was called Education First Opportunity 
Scholarship, and the model surrounded the 
Pell grant.

With the transformed program comes 
new eligibility requirements, which must 
be met each year to continue to recieve the 
scholarship. To obtain the Eastern Tuition 
Advantage, eligible students must enroll 
in a minimum of 15 credit hours every 
semester and maintain a minimum 2.75 
EMU cumulative GPA. Students must also 

complete FAFSA by the declared deadline 
in order to continue receiving the award.

“We understand that the college 
financial aid process can be daunting. As 
an institution that serves high volumes of 
low-income and first-generation students, 
simplifying our awards is a focus,” 
Alexander Landen, director of admissions 
at Eastern Michigan University, said in a 
written statement.

Benefits of Eastern Tuition Advantage 
can be inferred when looking at the 
previous modeled program Education First 
Opportunity Scholarship. Over the past ten 
years, EMU has awarded approximately 
4,000 Education First Opportunity 
Scholarship awards. On average, recipients 
of the award have nearly 10% higher 
graduation rates than the university’s 
average, and first to second year retention 
rates are averaged around 4% better.

“Providing access to an affordable 
education will allow more students to 
stay on track to graduation and earn their 
degrees in four years,” Landen said in a 
written statement.

There is no limit to how many 
incoming first-year students can receive the 
award per application period. In addition, 
recipients of the award are not required to 
live on campus.

EMU’s free tuition 
program upgraded

SENIYA BAIG
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University alumnus 
and award-winning journalist Nathan 
Bomey and associate professor of 
journalism at EMU, You Li, will host a 
conversation about careers in public service 
and journalism on Monday, Oct. 3. 

The pair will also show Bomey’s 
award-winning documentary, which is 
called  “Gradually, Then Suddenly: The 
Bankruptcy of Detroit” which will be 
shown in the Student Center Auditorium 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. while the discussion 
will be held from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Strong 
Hall in room 201. 

The discussion will be about how 
Bomey navigated his way through college 
and his career in journalism. The main 
goal is to help inspire students and offer 
information to those who want to prepare 
for work in the journalism field. 

Bomey is a business reporter as well as 
an author and a documentary scriptwriter. 

He was a USA Today reporter covering 
the auto industry, retail, bankruptcy and 
misinformation, as well as a reporter 
for AnnArbor.com and his hometown 
newspaper in Saline. 

“I want students to feel inspired and 
have faith in the education that is offered 
at EMU, particularly from our journalism 
program and many other solid programs on 
campus,” Li said. “I want my students to 
have a role model and know that they can 
still be successful if they put in the diligent 
work and are dedicated to their career and 
professional development.”

Bomey also does podcasting and 
appearances on national television. He 
wrote a book about Detroit’s Chapter 
9 bankruptcy, “Detroit Resurrected: To 
Bankruptcy and Back” and is currently 
a business reporter for USA Today. His 
skills and responsibilities include shooting, 
editing, and anchoring video reports, 
recording podcasts, and giving radio 
interviews. He monitors web metrics and 
maintains an active social media presence, 
especially on Twitter.

EMU alumni Nathan 
Bomey to speak about 
careers in public service 
and journalism on Oct. 3

ZAINA ALRASHED
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University opens 
registration for their Explore Eastern Open 
House on Oct. 8.

The Explore Eastern Open House is 
an event hosted to introduce prospective 
students to the university. The event 
features presentations from the deans of 
each college at EMU and an academic 
resource fair to display what the university 
offers. This lively event is held in the 
university’s Student Center, allowing 
visitors to see the core of campus and 
observe the students going about their day.

Potential students can interact with other 
interested students, establish connections 
and make new friends before they even 
register. This also tends to be a common 
event for students to meet others looking 
to find roommates. Moreover, students can 
meet with professors personally to ask any 
questions they may have and understand 
how classes are typically structured.

The main factor considered when 
applying for universities is tuition and 
housing costs. The Explore Eastern 
Open House shares information about 
financial aid, the application process, 
and scholarships and their eligibility 
requirements.

In addition to the open house in the 
auditorium, the university has set up many 
beneficial services in the Student Center 
for visitors to take advantage of.

A free application center on the second 
floor of the Student Center, room 204, 
allows students access to an online Fast 
Application, waiving the application fee. A 
first-look campus tour can also be joined; 
it is a 45 to 60-minute walking tour of 
Eastern’s campus, led by enrolled EMU 
students.

The transitional period of entering 
university can be overwhelming for 
students. It is a new environment with a 
new culture, filled with individuals they 
probably do not know. This event and the 
additional resources provide an organized 
method for students to explore the campus 
and break the initial ice that seems difficult 
to manage.

The university asks visitors to limit their 
guest total to two in order to stay within 
capacity. Hotel accommodations can be 
found on Eastern’s site for out-of-town 
visitors that want any recommendations. 
Additionally, the university will validate 
parking in the Student Center lot for any 
visitors with an official appointment.

Registration is open for both Oct. 8 and 
Nov. 5; the event will take place at EMU’s 
Student Center from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

EMU hosts Explore 
Eastern Open House 
for prospective students
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Review: Djo’s album 
‘Decide’ adds new 
depth to the artist

AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS EDITOR

Since the 1992 Super Bowl halftime 
show hosted by In Living Color, the 
halftime show has been an essential part of 
American culture. Some notable names to 
have performed include Beyoncé, Michael 
Jackson, Prince, Lady Gaga, Bruno Mars 
and more. 

After turning down the 2022 show due 
to the Kaepernick controversy, many were 
surprised to see Rihanna’s name announced 
as the main act of the 2023 Super Bowl 
half-time show. 

Nonetheless, with this announcement, 
fans are speculating who could be a 
potential surprise guest for the show. 

Drake
At least to public knowledge and rumors, 

this Toronto born rapper’s relationship 
with Rihanna may be sour, but no one truly 
knows what is happening outside of the 
public eye. Both stars are some of the most 
iconic artists of the generation, dominating 
the billboards. With hit collaborations 
like “Take Care,” “What’s My Name?”  
“Work” and more, this would make for a 
spectacular 12 minutes. 

Kanye West
Though he was technically in hiding for 

a second,  Kanye West has been making 
more and more public appearances as of 
late. Despite how people feel about Kanye 
West, the man has been an integral part of 
music and culture. With songs like “All 

of the Lights,” “Run This Town,” and 
“FourFiveSeconds” the pair is more than 
familiar with each other. 

Jay-Z & Beyoncé
This final option may be a bit 

ridiculous, but it would possibly beat every 
past performance. Jay Z and Rihanna 
have a well-known relationship with one 
of their most popular songs of the 2000s, 
“Umbrella.” 

While Beyoncé and Rihanna have not 
officially collaborated on a track together, 
Beyoncé has just released her album 
Renaissance. A solo performance is most 
likely more probable than this option, but 
if this was a reality, it would make the 
internet explode nonetheless. 

Nobody 
With only 12 minutes slated, it wouldn’t 

be a surprise if no one came to support 
Rihanna. Having a catalog of hit songs, it 
wouldn’t take much to impress the millions 
of viewers and fans as they have been 
starving for non-cosmetic content since last 
project “ANTI” dropped in 2016. 

Though Super Bowl performers 
bringing along supporting acts has been 
a constant occurence in recent years, 
Rihanna has always been one to stray away 
from trends. 

Having to follow up on a legendary 
halftime show last year of Eminem, 50 
Cent, Mary J Blige, and Kendrick Lamar 
would be hard for anyone. However, there 
is almost no better choice than the pop star 
herself. Hopefully, an album announcement 
from Rihanna will follow.

Opinion: Potential 
surprise guests for 
Rihanna’s Super 
Bowl performance

Review: ‘Pearl’ will captivate 
you in an eerie period piece

MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

If you're a fan of classic films with a 
modern uncanny flare, then "Pearl" is for 
you. The film feels like you're stepping 
into a time machine while somehow 
keeping your attention.

Synopsis
Trapped on her family's isolated farm, 

Pearl must deal with her overbearing 
mother and take care of her sickly father. 
Pearl strives for a glamorous life and 
will not let her dreams of stardom fail. 
“Pear’“ stars Mia Goth as Pearl and David 
Corenswet as Howard. 

What I loved
Mia Goth. Goth does an amazing job 

at making a character so intriguing you 
can't help but keep your eyes on her. Even 
though there seems to be a lack of plot, 
Pearl herself will dazzle you with her star 
power and keep you watching.

What I didn't love
The lack of plot. Even now, the only 

thing I can take from this film is that Pearl 
wants to be a star, and my opinion is that 
she shows she is one. But other than that, 
there's not a lot of story to follow and 
nothing truly memorable. 

Verdict
My review is short, just like the film. 

It definitely takes you on a timey stroll 
that scares you sensile at some points. 
It’s a part of a trilogy story, and this is the 
prequel film, so that's something to keep in 
mind while watching it. I feel like I could 
watch the last hour of the film and it would 
still give me the entire story. 

I give "Pearl” a 5 out of 10.

'Cyberpunk: 
Edgerunners' 
has me truly 
stargazing

MARQ STAFFORD
DESIGN CHIEF

"Cyberpunk 2077" continues to remain 
a hot topic in media right now, and all for 
the right reasons. CD Projekt Red, the 
polish video game studio responsible for 
the IP, has been making a great effort to 
bring the original vision of the game to life. 

Cyberpunk's recent buzz can be 
attributed to both the positive user 
feedback to quality of life changes and 
patches to the base game, as well as a new 
animated series that takes place in the very 
world the source material takes occurs in: 
“Cyberpunk: Edgerunners.” 

With the game having been in a great 
spot since a rocky early release period, 
now is a great time to bring fans back to 
Mike Pongsmith's Cyberpunk universe in 
the same way that Riot Games did: with 
"Arcane."

"Cyberpunk: Edgerunners” is a Netflix 
exclusive anime produced by Studio 

Trigger, the same Japanese animation 
studio responsible for projects such as 
"Panty and Stocking" (and the announced 
reboot), "Kill La Kill," "Little Witch 
Academia," "BNA," "Darling in the 
Franxx," and "Star-Wars Visions."  

Fans of Studio Trigger's works always 
immediately note their unique approach 
as the animation styles, color design, 
and original score make each project 
memorable. I personally grew up watching 
Gurren Laggan, one of Studio Trigger's 
previous works, and it is a perfect example 
of the love and care the studio puts into their 
over the top projects. A quick disclaimer I 
can give is that anyone new to their works 
should be very open-minded to the explicit, 
captivating content they produce. 

This anime is very good at stretching 
individual moments out in episode one and 
this trend can be seen throughout the entire 
blood ridden, emotional ride. 

Viewers can notice within the first few 
minutes of the show that there won't be any 
hand holding here. If a character dies, you 
will see it on screen. If a character is beaten 
or tortured, you will experience it with 
them. There are few off-screen deaths and 
there is no shortage of them.

The show feels like things are taking 
a very long time to move on, not from 
boredom, but out of anxious feelings 
this show gives you through its strong 
emotional moments. 

In episode one, viewers are given a 
proper backstory behind the decisions that 
David Martinez, voiced by Zach Aguilar, 
will be making from the show moving 
forward. 

AMY COOMER
COLUMNIST

Before his breakout stardom as Steve 
Harrington in “Stranger Things,“ Joe 
Keery already had experience in the music 
industry as the guitarist for psych-rock 
band Post Animal. His musical career 
turned solo upon releasing his first album 
under the pseudonym, Djo (pronounced 
like the artist’s first name Joe), in 2019 
called “Twenty Twenty.”

His fans have been looking forward to 
new music since the 2019 release, and it’s 
safe to say that the wait was not in vain. 
“Decide,” the artist’s new LP, delivers with 
its thought-provoking lyrics on tracks like 
“On and On,” “End of Beginning,” and the 
vintage touches on songs like “Runner” 
and “Gloom.” 

The best tracks on this album are 
“Gloom,” “Half-Life,” “Fool,” “On and 
On,” and “End of Beginning.” These songs 
not only have the best sound on the album, 
but have the strongest messages too. 

5. Gloom
What “Gloom” lacks with its lyricism 

it makes up for in its sound. As the second 
track on “Decide,” this song sets the tone 
for the rest of the album. This song is one 
of the shorter ones on the album, with the 
runtime being only two minutes. If you’re 
looking for a short song to get you into Djo, 

this might be the one. 
4. On and On 
One of the more meaningful songs on 

this album, “On and On,” discusses the 
way that society has become so dependent 
on our devices and social media. This song 
relies on a funky vibe to get the message 
across without being too preachy. The 
lyrics of this song have been compared to 
Bo Burnham’s “Inside.” 

3. Fool 
Like “On and On,” this song carries a 

deeper meaning. Djo sings about how as 
an entertainer, he feels like he needs to be 
the listener’s fool. He also talks about how 
he chose this life for himself. This song, 
not unlike the others on this album, has a 
very unique sound. This song also has an 
amazing whisper line at around 0:56 that 
makes the song unforgettable.

2. Half-Life 
This song shows what Djo can do 

regarding his vocals. His performance in 
“Half-Life” feels the most genuine of a 
lot of them, with him touching on things 
that are very real, like feeling that his fans 
wouldn’t love him if they knew him for 
who he is off-screen. If you’re looking for 
a song to yell in the car, this is the one. 

1. End of Beginning 
The best song on “Decide,” hands 

down. This song has creative and 
emotional depth like no other on this 
album. If you want to understand what 
Djo has in his repertoire, this is the song 
for you. Djo recounts something I’m sure 
a lot of us can relate to as college students, 
especially those approaching the end of 
their post-secondary experience: Mourning 
the end of the beginning of your adult and 
independent life.

Overall, Djo’s “Decide” is a must-listen 
album for fans of his previous work and 
for those who just love Steve Harrington 
on “Stranger Things.” This album is a 
refreshing and insightful work of art that 
deserves a listen.

It's choice of music, a combination of 
rock, pop, and hip-hop, which fits well 
when the female colead is introduced. 
Lucy, voiced by Emi Lo, steps into her 
soft paced scene showing us a personality 
that is expressive as her character design. 
The music at first threw me off as I am 
normally accustomed to sadder music in 
media to accompany a sad event, but this 
series is consistent in their choice of sludge 
metal, melodic hip-hop, and j-pixie music. 
Near the end of the series, it makes things 
feel more meaningful and allows the entire 
series to feel like one big ride.

Every character has their own 
memorable character design, which are 
brought to life by talented veteran voice 
actors, and some of their outfits are even 
obtainable currently to all players who 
have Cyberpunk purchased. 

I am especially in love with Rebecca's 
design, which perfectly highlights the 
Cyberpunk experience; teal colored skin 
and red eyes, making it easy to note that she 
is entirely robotic. Even her unnecessarily 
large guns match her green and pink heavy 
color scheme. The choice of red eyes fits 
perfectly when you finally get to see them 
stretched wide open showing just how 
angry she can get. You'll fall in love with 
her the most, should Lucy not have already 
bewitched you by now.

The intro itself, introduced in episode 
two, is a long pan of the main character's 
silhouette as he is slowly taking off. 
Complimented by the song "This FFfire," 
this gradual progression of David's take 
off into a big sprint retains the attitude his 
character shows in the show. The angry 
expression he gives the camera right before 
the big leap in this slow motion sprint. As 
things slowly begin to fall apart near the 
climax of the song, his body splits apart as 
he meets his demise to a silhouette of what 
looks to be Faraday, a reoccurring villain in 
the series. And yes, you did hear Giancarlo 
Esposito's voice here as Faraday.

The show takes place in Night City, just 
like the original game. Our eyes are shown 
a flash of colors with images flipping in a 
fast sequence from the scenery in-game, 
but near the end begin showing portions 
of other characters within the show. Some 
of these locations, which can be found in 
Cyberpunk, even have easter eggs that can 
be discovered in patch 1.6 of Cyberpunk, 
titled "Edgerunners."

Overall, after having binged this show 
at 4 a.m. Saturday morning, I give this 
show a 10 out of 10. It is worth a rewatch 
and even encourages me to purchase the 
game on my Ps4.
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Eagles soar back in second half; EMU football 
defeats UMass 20-13 for homecoming win
CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
football team completed a 13-point 
comeback and won their homecoming 
matchup against the University of 
Massachusetts, 20-13, on Saturday, Oct. 1. 

The comeback was the first time EMU 
was able to win despite a double-digit 
deficit at halftime in the Chris Creighton 
era. The Eagles’ come-from-behind win 
over the Minutemen was also the first 
time the team has won its homecoming in 
consecutive years since 2006 and 2007. 

The 94th homecoming game was a tale 
of two halves for the Eagles on Saturday 
afternoon. The UMass Minutemen were 
in complete control of the first half of the 
contest, outscoring EMU 10-0 and forcing 
two turnovers, including a fumble on the 
Eagles’ opening drive. 

UMass quarterback Gino Campiotti 
scored the Minutemen’s only touchdown 
of the game a little more than five minutes 
into the first quarter on a 14-yard scramble. 
The remainder of the Minutemen’s points 

would come from 
field goals, one with 
4:05 left on the clock 
in the second quarter 
and another to start 
the third quarter on the 
team’s opening drive 
of the second half, 
stretching the UMass 
lead to thirteen.

On the ensuing 
possession, the Eagles 
finally found a rhythm 
on offense and put 
together an 11-play, 
75-yard drive, the 
team’s longest drive 
of the outing, that was 
capped by an eight yard touchdown pass 
from sophomore quarterback Austin Smith 
to junior receiver Darius Lassiter. 

Saturday’s game marked Smith’s 
second career start under center while 
senior Taylor Powell remained on the 
sidelines with a shoulder injury sustained 
in the win against Arizona State.

EMU would build on the momentum 
gained during the long scoring drive 

and convert their next two out of three 
possessions into touchdowns. Eagles 
quarterback Smith would again find the 
end zone, this time connecting with senior 
wideout Tanner Knue on a 39-yard go-
ahead touchdown pass with twelve seconds 
left on the clock in the third quarter. 

Knue’s 5 touchdown grabs this season 
are tied for first in the Middle American 
Conference, and the receiver’s 363 yards 

are fifth best in the 
MAC. 

The Eagles would 
pad their lead on 
the next opportunity 
they received with a 
clock-eating, nine-
play, 65-yard drive 
that was finished 
off by an eight yard 
touchdown run from 
junior running back 
Darius Boone Jr. to 
give EMU a 20-13 
lead that would not be 
surrendered. 

Senior running 
back Samson Evans 

was again a workhorse for EMU, this 
time rushing for 122 yards on 16 attempts, 
making it the second time the Eagle rusher 
has gone above the century mark this 
season. Evans’ 540 yards on the ground 
thus far in 2022, leads the MAC and is tenth 
in the NCAA Division 1 of FBS.

EMU’s defense played an instrumental 
role in the comeback effort as well. After 
surrendering a field goal to start the second 

half, the Eagles’ defense forced three 
straight three-and-outs while the offense 
did their part in regards to scoring. Junior 
defensive back Mark Lee Jr. caught his 
first career interception just moments after 
EMU had scored the team's third and final 
touchdown. The defense ended their day by 
forcing a turnover on downs that set up the 
offense to take victory formation and end 
the game. 

As a unit the EMU defense had its best 
showing of the year, only allowing UMass 
255 total yards of offense and amassing 7 
tackles for loss, 7 quarterback hurries, and 
5 pass breakups, all season highs. Junior 
linebacker Chase Kline led the Eagles in 
tackles individually with 12 on the day and 
is fourth in the MAC with 47 tackles on the 
season.

Next up, the Eagles will resume 
conference play next and head west to 
Kalamazoo on Saturday, Oct. 8. to compete 
in an in-state rivalry matchup against the 
Western Michigan University Broncos. 
Kickoff is scheduled for 12 p.m. and will 
be streamed nationally on the CBS Sports 
Network.

EMU women's 
soccer defeats 
Akron 3-2 in first 
MAC win of 2022
CHANDLER DONCKERS
SPORTS REPORTER

In their first of two Mid-American 
Conference games this week, the Eastern 
Michigan University women’s soccer team 
traveled to Akron on Thursday, Sept. 29, 
at 7 p.m. and got the best of the Akron 
University Zips, winning 3-2. 

Under the lights of FirstEnergy 
Stadium, the Eagles got the scoring started 
early when sophomore forward Meagan 
Lukowski blocked an attempted clear from 
a defender and put it in the back of the net 
in the ninth minute. The Zips were quick 
to respond, as nine minutes later earning 
a corner kick that found sophomore 
midfielder Ella Hadley with a wide-open 
shot on the front post. 

The Eagles maintained the tempo for 
much of the first half and were not finished 
scoring yet as sophomore Vittoria Greco 
took a shot from well outside the 18-
yard box and saw it sail over sophomore 
goalkeeper, Maxima Carlitz’s, head. This 
put the Eagles in the lead for the remaining 
11 minutes of the half. With the crucial help 

of junior goalkeeper Rebecca Pryzblo, who 
handled two shots on goal, the Eagles held 
the lead 2-1 headed into halftime. 

Despite a noted shift in rhythm from the 
Eagles, they were first to score again in the 
second half. Sophomore Maddie O’Farrell 
saw her attempted shot deflected by Carlitz 
where it rebounded to fellow sophomore 
Sophia D’Ambra for an easy tap into the 
back of the net.

It wasn’t until late in the game that 
either side saw much more action. In the 
84th minute freshman forward Laurie-
Anne Renaud received a pass from 
teammate Emma King and shot low 
enough to slide by Pryzblo. The score was 
not enough to lift the Zips over the Eagles, 
as they finished the game with a 3-2 win 
over Akron.

With this win the Eagles improve to 
2-5-3 (1-1-1 MAC) on the year. Their 
next game is Sunday, Oct. 2, at 1 p.m. at 
Scicluna Field where they host the Ohio 
University Bobcats. 

Following that, the Eagles will host 
Kent State University on Thursday, Oct. 6, 
at 4 p.m.

EMU ROTC takes third in 
first Ranger Challenge event

MARQ STAFFORD
DESIGN CHIEF

Along with a soft taste of the fall 
weather to come, EMU's ROTC Eagle 
battalion competed in their first Ranger 
Challenge on Sept. 30, placing third out of 
four teams present.

The event, consisting of a variety of 
timed physical exercises in a fast-pased 
environment, took place at the Nichols 
Arboretum in Ann Arbor against University 
of Michigan ROTC's three respective 
battalions. 

EMU and Michigan joined together to 
give both teams a proper taste of what to 
expect in the big upcoming ranger event 

in Fort Knox, Kentucky. There, EMU's 
ROTC battalion will compete against over 
30 other schools in a race against the clock 
gauntlet of events.  

"Taking part in leading the Ranger 
Challenge team this year gives me the 
opportunity to work with the individuals 
who want to completely surpass the 
standards," Renan Martins, cadet of EMU's 
ROTC and ranger challenge officer, said.

The challenges at the recent event 
included a grenade toss, surveillances 
tasks, knowledge tests and more. Students 
were judged on not just time, but efficiency 
as well. 

"Ranger Challenge PT is definitely 
difficult. We do a lot more cross fit than 
regular PT does and don’t get days off," 

EMU ROTC Cadet Victoria Rogers said. 
"Our team works together very well and 
are consistently motivating each other 
to do better than we have before. I’m 
really looking forward to the Fort Knox 
competition this year, it’s an opportunity to 
see how successful we’ve been in planning 
and training.”

ROTC morning sessions are a 
combination of cross fit exercises, open to 
all EMU students in any attire from 6:30-
7:30 a.m on Tuesday and Friday mornings.

"I encourage any students who are 
interested to understanding what is like to 
work as a team and make decisions under 
pressure to join us for a morning session 
and experience it for themselves,“ Martins 
said.

PROVIDED BY EMU ROTC

EMU mens' cross country team 
place top-five at meet in Louisville
DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University‘s cross 
country program traveled to Louisville, 
KY. for the Liv in Lou Cross Country 
Classic hosted by The University of 
Louisville. The meet took place Oct. 1 at 
the E.P. “Tom” Sawyer State Park. 

The Eagles saw success with the men’s 
team charting a top-five finish. In the 8k 
Men’s Gold Division Senior harrier Baldvin 
Magnusson finished the race in 12th 
place with a time of 23:44:3. Following 

Magnusson closely was sophomore Toby 
Gualter placing 13th in 23:53.0. 

“It was a solid day for our teams,” said 
Director/Head Coach Sue Parks. “It was 
great to gain experience in a big meeting 
setting. We came away with a better idea 
of what to work on. Marcus Kemp had a 
breakthrough race at the number three spot 
in his first 8k race for us.” 

Kemp crossed the finish line in 32nd 
place rounding out the top 50 for the Eagles 
accompanying Senior Eddie Zuercher who 
placed 47th in 24:18:2.

Junior Faith Rono placed 37th and 
led Emu’s women’s team in the 5k Gold 

Division coming in 15th-place for the team 
finish. Junior Sofia Ivanko finished in 44th 
place in 17:33.2, joining Rono in the top 
50. 

“For the women, our top three ran well, 
but we have to close the gap before our 
next two scores,” said Parks. “Overall we 
are happy with where we are heading into 
this next stretch of the season.” 

Next week, The Eagles head to Penn 
State National for their final national 
meet. The meet will take place Oct. 14 in 
University Park, PA., with a start time of 10 
a.m. ET. More information will be released 
closer to the meet date.

AMINAH YESUF
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s golf team traveled to Yorktown, 
Indiana on Sept. 20 to compete in the 
Brittany Kelly Cardinal Classic hosted by 
Ball State University. 

The Brittany Kelly Cardinal Classic 
was a two-day, 54-hole classic that ended 
in a tie for sixth place among 12 teams for 
the EMU women’s golf team. 

Loyola University finished atop the 
leaderboard at 586 with Western Michigan 
University (589), Oakland University 
(590), the University of Akron (592), and 
Ball State (593) following closely behind.

EMU senior Natai Apichonlati fired 
back-to-back rounds of 73 for a two-over 
146 in a tie for seventh. Playing as an 
individual, senior Adeline Lau added a 173 
(86-87). The next was scheduled to begin 

at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 20. The Eagles 
were paired with BSU and Akron.

Senior Natai Apichonlati individually 
recorded a six-over to finish twelfth out 
of 71 competitors at The Players Club in 
Yorktown Indiana, 222 (73-73-76). This 
was the sixth top-15 showing for the senior 
in 26 all-time events. 

Senior Oliva Loberg tied for fourteenth 
with a 224 (76-76-72) with the final round 
marking her sixth career round of par-or-
better. Senior Adeline Lau played as an 
individual, notching a 267 (86-87-94), and 
junior Tatyana Nyambene finished with a 
240 (80-76-84).

The Eagles finished in sixth place 
overall for the event, out of 12 teams, after 
firing a two-day total of 899 (305-291-
303). Loyola earned the overall team title 
after shooting an 879 (+15) for the event. 
EMU was just four shots off a top-five 
finish at the invite.

EMU women's golf finishes sixth 

at Brittany Kelly Cardinal Classic
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