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KYLIE GILLIGAN
LINKEDIN INFLUENCER

In an attempt to keep up with the highly 
competitive collegiate atmosphere, Eastern 
Michigan University has added several 
new majors to its catalog. The decision was 
made Wednesday, April 1st, 2020, during an 
internal meeting regarding how to keep up 
with current trends. 

These new majors include Fashion 
Design for Dogs, Competitive Eating, 
Monopoly Money Management, and 
Instagram Influencing. Students and faculty 
alike are buzzing with excitement. 

“I think these new majors will have a 
fantastic impact on the student body and the 
campus in general,” said EMU senior Lauren 
Misek. “Things are changing, and new skills 
are becoming more valuable to society. 
It feels good to see that my university is 

interested in advancing and changing as new 
forms of niche jobs become more prevalent!” 

The university is planning on adding 
these new majors to the Fall 2022 catalog. 
Additionally, there are ongoing conversations 
within the different departments to evaluate 
existing majors. The goal is to maintain 
relevancy and increase job perspectives for 
graduating students.
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EMU to introduce several new 
majors, including Competetive Eating 
in an attempt to stay relevant 

CALEB BURLINGAME
INVENTOR OF BASKETBALL

The world stood still last night as our 
Eastern Michigan Eagles won the entire 
March Madness tournament, which is the 
first NCAA Championship for the school. 
Fans and analysts everywhere had the 16 
seeded Eagles being defeated in the first 
round, but the Eagles shocked the world and 
turned into Cinderella at the ball.

After a huge Final Four win over Gonzaga 
last week, EMU was riding high heading into 
the National Championship. EMU players 
such as Ty Groce and Jalen King had led this 
team throughout March with their tenacity 
and leadership, including two game winning 
buzzer-beaters each. 

Kansas had been a monster all of March. 
This Kansas team was said to be one of 
the most talented ever, and they never had 
a close game in their run to the National 
Championship. Kansas was favored by 55 in 
the National Championship, due to analysts 
thinking EMU’s luck had run out. But they 
were wrong.

The game started as a National 
Championship always does. Jitters and 
turnovers from both sides, resulting in a 
sloppy first five minutes. Eastern’s defense 
was like an iron blanket, which amazingly 
kept the Jayhawks scoreless throughout the 
first ten minutes. Eastern took advantage of 
this great defense and managed to grab a big 
lead over the one seeded Jayhawks.

With eight minutes to go in the first half, 
the Eagles were up 25-0 over Kansas. The 
Jayhawks managed to draw a shooting foul, 
which sent Jalen Wilson to the free throw 
line. Unsurprisingly, he missed the first 
one. He managed to sink the second one on 
a lucky bank, which made the score 25-1. 
On Eastern’s next possession, Groce broke 
Wilson’s ankles and drove to the hoop for a 
monster slam.

The remaining minutes of the half had 
Eastern’s defense staying unstoppable. 
Kansas couldn’t get a good look anywhere 
on the court, due to Eastern’s new 1-1-1-1-1 
zone defense scheme which had never been 
seen on a court before. With two seconds left 
in the half, EMU Center Boubacar Toure 
went down the lane on Devon Dotson and 
posterized him so badly that Dotson took off 
his jersey and left the stadium.

At halftime the score was 42-1. Eastern 
fans were buzzing, and the whole world 
marveled at the miracle happening on the 
hardwood. I was able to grab an interview 
with Kansas’ coach, and all he said was “I 
feel like a helpless baby out there.” I asked 
him if there were any adjustments he could 
make against the 1-1-1-1-1 zone, and shook 
his head and walked away.

There were no adjustments coming 
out of halftime. The 1-1-1-1-1 zone was 
unbreakable, which resulted in 42 steals 
and 65 blocks for the Eagles. Kansas tried 
to emulate it to start the second half, but it 
confused them too much and the Eagles kept 
on scoring.

Besides a ton of highlights that you 
should go watch on SportsCenter, nothing 
notable happened in most of the second half. 
With 10 seconds left, and a Championship 
incoming, EMU leader Jalen King held the 
ball. The score was 67-1, and Eastern just 
had to run out the clock to be immortalized as 
champions. Shockingly, with three seconds 
left King dribbled to the right wing and shot 
a mid-range jumper. As the buzzer sounded, 
the shot went in, making the score 69-1. All 
King said was “Nice.”

Confetti rained and a sea of green rushed 
the court. Kansas players and fans bawled 
their eyes out like little babies which made 
the win much sweeter. It was a night that all 
will remember. The Eastern Michigan Eagles 
are National Champions!
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EMU Basketball crushes 
Kansas 69-1 to win March 
Madness Tournament

AUSTIN ELLIOTT
FORMER CHILD

Hidden on EMU’s campus are some top-
tier spots to cry one out while you wait for 
that email back from your professor begging 
for an extension on your final project. And 
now, thanks to a secret Facebook group 
called “EMU places I’ve cried”, those spots 
are leaking to the public so that everyone can 
have a solid cry on campus. 

Obviously with Ms. Rona ravaging the 
country, you’ll have to wait until the fall to 
utilize these highly prized crying spots, so 
make sure to bookmark this page to revisit 
once we’re all back and crying on campus. 

Celah Convis, a junior EMU, said she 
created the group after seeing a similar one 
named “UMICH places I’ve cried”, and 
that since EMU students copy everything 
University of Michigan students do, she was 
inspired to keep that tradition going strong. 

“When I created this group, it was almost 
a hundred years ago, at the beginning of 
this March . . . I have seen it grow from one 
member to more than one member,” Convis 
said in an exclusive interview with the Echo.

Asked about her own favorite crying 
spots, Convis said that Quirk is the place to 
be, “As a theatre student I spend most of my 

time in Quirk, and have perfected the art of 
finding crying spots within that building,” 
she said. 

“My personal favorite crying spots 
include: the upper lobby, the lower lobby, 
the theatre office, the CMTA office, the 
projections booth of quirk theatre, backstage, 
and in the arms of a professor who definitely 
does not deserve having to deal with this 
today.”

For incoming freshmen, it can be scary to 
be in the middle of campus, the floodgates 
ready to burst, and yet you have no idea 
where you should go for the best possible 
cry. For these students, Convis has some 
advice.

"Incoming freshman should scope out 
areas that will suit their crying needs ahead 
of time so that they are not left to make 
last minute decisions on the verge of a 
breakdown,“ Convis said.

She continued, "Do you want an 
extremely public area where you will be 
ignored by everyone who passes your way? 
The Pray-Harrold Eagle Cafe, for your 
consideration. Are you more of the romantic 
type? Try the gazebo outside by the student 
center pond. Whatever place or places you 
choose, make it your own.”

April Fools

Secret Facebook group 
reveals best places to 
cry on EMU’s campus
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RILEY POND
SNAKE MILKER

There are over 400 different villagers in 
Nintendo’s beloved game, Animal Crossing, 
and with this variety comes a plethora of 
villagers who are completely unnecessary. 
Here’s my top five list of the worst villagers 
in the game.

Number 5 - Jitters
At the bottom of the list we have Jitters, 

a jock villager who aspires to be a soccer 
player. His design isn’t that bad overall, but 
this poor bird looks like he’s seen too much. 
His wide, unblinking eyes feel like they’re 
staring directly into your soul. He may be a 
tiny bit possessed by some kind of demon. 
Also, his favorite song is K.K. Samba, which 
may just be the most annoying song in the 
game.

Number 4 - Limberg
Limberg is up next, and boy is he greasy 

looking. His beady eyes and 5 o’clock 
shadow make him look like the creepy old 

man your parents told you to stay away from 
at the park. He is a cranky villager, meaning 
he will give you a hard time no matter how 
nice you are to him. Like the cheese he was 
named after, Limberg stinks.

Number 3 - Harry
While none of the hippo characters in 

Animal Crossing are particularly pleasing 
to look at, Harry takes the cake for being 
the ugliest of them all. Something about 
facial hair just really doesn’t look good 
on villagers, and Harry may be the worst 
offender with his thick, nasty moustache. 
Like Limberg, He’s a cranky villager with 
an apparent love for tongue twisters, which 
seems like a very boring hobby. Also, the 
guy doesn’t even wear a shirt! This kind 
of indecency should not be tolerated in my 
Animal Crossing game.

Number 2 - Al
Coming in at number two is Al, a lazy 

gorilla who appears to be ill. His sickly 
green skin clashes with his red athletic 
jacket, and he looks like he needs to get 
his eyebrows waxed. This gross gorilla guy 

is also a complete fraud. He claims to be 
passionate about working out and staying fit, 
but he sits around all day instead of actually 
exercising. Al is also known to be interested 
in journalism, but that absolutely does not 
redeem his other appalling qualities.

Number 1 - Barold
At last, we’ve reached the absolute 

pinnacle of terrible Animal Crossing 
characters, Barold. This guy is the bane of 
my existence, and I would be glad to never 
look at his smug face again. Barold is by 
far the worst offender in the category of 
villagers with facial hair with his large beard, 
and his fat, pink lips are just as unsettling 
as his squinty eyes. He has no redeeming 
qualities, and everything about him is ugly 
from his tiger-print shirt to his house, which 
is modeled to look like an office building. I 
think the world would be better off without 
Barold. We don’t need him. This is my 
formal request to Nintendo to remove Barold 
from Animal Crossing for good.

April Fools

These five Animal Crossing 
villagers suck JENNA ROBINSON

TEDDY BEAR SURGEON

April Fools Day is celebrated across the 
world with fun jokes and pranks, but one 
question remains ... where did this unofficial 
holiday originate?

Like many other things in our society, 
it can all be traced back to Harambe, the 
beloved gorilla.

In 2016 a young boy fell into the gorilla 
enclosure, fearing for the boy's safety a zoo 
worker shot and killed the gorilla, Harambe. 

So, how did this tragic incident lead to a 
national holiday? Lets continue.

It turns out the zoo keeper who killed 
Harambe was new and didn't know that this 
incident was actually staged. That's right, the 
incident was planned out so that Harambe 
could save the child and be the hero of the 
Cincinnati Zoo. 

The zoo keepers have been working on 
this trick for months. They would run drills 
after the zoo closed every night and teach 
Harambe to protect and rescue the child 
(they practiced with a doll for the first few 
months). 

On May 28, 2016, the drill was supposed 
to take place but the new worker ruined it.

One worker who wishes to remain 

anonymous remembers yelling out to him at 
the time of the incident.

"It's an ape drill, fool!" the worker said.
Globally, people were devastated at the 

death of Harambe, they shared grief and 
keep his memory alive by sharing memes of 
the handsome beast. But this wasn't enough, 
people united on the internet and decided 
to turn the ape drill incident into something 
people love - jokes and pranks. 

People around the world chose a day - 
April first - to partake in pranks in honor of 
the deceased gorilla.

People began using the phrase "ape drill, 
fools," just like the line that was yelled after 
Harambe's assassination. Soon, however, 
people got this confused with the date of the 
holiday and eventually began saying "April 
fools." 

Eastern Michigan student Alan Stone said 
he still dresses up as a gorilla every year on 
April first to keep Harambe's memory alive.

"The ape drill was such a tragic day," 
Stone said. "Each year on April first I put on 
the (gorilla) costume and pull pranks on the 
people in my neighborhood."

Never forget Harambe. This April first, 
remember to look up at the sky and say "ape 
drill, fool."

(Don't believe a word of this story, it is 
completely made up! April Fools!)

The history of April Fools' Day can 
be traced back to the Cincinnati Zoo

HEATHER WEIGEL
RESIDENT IDIOT

*OFFICIAL ECHO ENDORSEMENT 
OF THE KLOBUCHAR-WILLIAMSON 
PRESIDENTIAL TICKET*

Life in America hasn’t been the same 
since the Klobusurge became real in New 
Hampshire. Soon contemporaries Buttigieg 
and Biden bowed down to the Klobberin’ 
boss, Amy Klobuchar. When Biden left the 
race following pitiful showings in early 
states, all of his supposed support went to 
Amy. Then she successfully summoned her 
bully powers to put Buttigieg in his place and 
capture the moderate lane of the Democratic 

party.
Her message of principled, pragmatic 

progressivism resonated with Americans in 
the Midwest and with black voters in the 
South. As she overtook progressives Bernie 
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren to capture 
the nomination, she had to do something 
bold to pull in their bases’ support, and that 
meant she had to choose a vice presidential 
nominee more progressive than herself. That 
progressive became Marianne Williamson, 
internationally acclaimed novelist and 
women’s rights advocate. Can you say 
#GirlPower?

This is the best possible ticket for 
America. Marianne Williamson seeks to 
heal the souls of Americans and harness the 

love we have for each other, which resonates 
well with Amy’s Minnesota Niceness. To 
beat Trump, it will take these two strong, 
principled women, and maybe some essential 
oils and dad jokes.

Klobuchar will comb out Washington’s 
special interests, and then use her Klobberin’ 
binder-throwing power to make their staffers 
clean the comb. That’s what I call a Girl 
Boss.

Marianne Williamson is set to will herself 
into political fame - and will fix America’s 
ills with the powers of magic and love.

Their ticket is a victory for America, a 
victory for centrism, and a victory for love 
<3.

April Fools.

Why Amy and Marianne have it all

The Best Cursed Photos
MATHEW MUFARREH
PROFESSIONAL WASTE OF TIME
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