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Assocation at EMU
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to U.S. Army
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Basketball standout Emoni Bates 
can resume activity at Eastern Michigan 
University after plea negotiations resulted 
in the dismissal of felony weapons charges 
filed in September.

Steve Haney, the attorney representing 
Bates, said Thursday he negotiated a 
plea deal with the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor's office that drops felony 
weapons charges issued after his client was 
stopped by police in Superior Township.

Under the agreement, Bates will plead 
to one misdemeanor count of attempted 
illegal transportation of a weapon. After 
Bates completes a misdemeanor diversion 
program, the charge will be dismissed 
completely, Haney said.

When asked to comment, the 
Washtenaw County Prosecutor's Office 
responded Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022, with a 
brief written statement: 

“As with all our cases, and pursuant to 

Ethiopia, but we have the same look for 
partying or dancing or people that are like 
musicians and scholars and stuff like that.” 

Like many other cultural organizations 
on campus though, ASA is open to all 
EMU students. 

“Even though we are cultural org 
centered more towards African students 
and students in the diaspora, we do accept 
all people that are willing to learn about 
Africa and have an open mind to concepts 
about being African and things that 
Africans, or African-Americans or things 
that people in the diaspora go through,” 
Stephenson said. 

When Stephenson first became a part 
of ASA, he got to spend time with older 
members and the founder who made the 
experience great and family-like, so he 
and co-VP Fofanah have the goal to bring 
that energy back for incoming members. 
The pair want people who are new to ASA 
to fall in love with the organization just as 
they did. 

Another goal that ASA has this year is 
to bring more attention to the organization 
overall and have more EMU students join 
and participate in events. 

“[We want] to get more people, have 
them feel at home, have a family and make 
it more lively in the organization,” Udensi 
said.

The way that the organization brings 
people together is with events; Some 
of the main events that ASA hosts at 
EMU includes Taste of Africa, where the 
members cook traditional African food to 
sell to students and faculty, as well as a 
culture show. 

“We do essentially a show based around 
things related to Africa, so poetry, fashion, 
skits, dance, and then we also collab with 
other orgs to have it,” Stephenson said. 
“In past years we’ve had like Poetry 
Society come through, we’ve done it with 
S.T.Y.L.E, other ASA’s.” 

At EMU, ASA meets every other 
Friday at 3 p.m. in the Student Center to 
talk about discussions and events, as well 
as bond with each other. 

During the latest ASA meeting on Oct. 
14, board members brought up subjects 
related to African lifestyle and had people 

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The African Student Association at 
Eastern Michigan University was hit 
hard by the COVID-19 pandemic, but is 
bouncing back better than ever this year to 
show students what the organization is all 
about. 

ASA is not just a group at EMU 
however, as there are African Student 
Associations present at universities 
nationwide who connect through shared 
experiences. 

“I’ve met so many great people being 
in this org and it’s always been like a great 
experience to meet new people,” Newlyn 
Stephenson, co-vice president of ASA at 
EMU, said. “The thing that I didn’t know 
when I joined ASA is that the concept of the 
African Student Association is nationwide 
at colleges and Michigan, we’re very 
prominent with our ASA’s, so like U of 
M has a really nice one, Michigan State, 
Wayne State, even Northern Michigan has 
an ASA.”

As a result, students who are members 

of ASA’s across the state of Michigan often 
attend each other's events, leading to large 
networking and bonding experiences. 

“It just turns into a big meeting of 
people, and just franchising out and having 
experiences,” Stephenson said. “Originally 
I am from Chicago but my heritage is West 
Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, just the west coast 
of Africa, that’s where most of my heritage 
comes from.” 

Stephenson, who has been a part of 
ASA since 2018, leads the organization 
alongside Ghanian President Sylvia 
Brobbey, co-VP Kevin Fofanah from 
Sierra Leone, Nigerian Secretary Udonsi 
Udensi, Treasurer Adrianna and Nigerian 
and Ethiopian Social Media and Public 
Relations Chair Maeti Udeh. 

While Africa is made up of over 50 
countries, all unique and diverse, there are 
some things that all Africans can unite on. 

“Everybody can be so diverse in what 
their sect does, but still have things in 
common, like at weddings or how food 
is cooked or how you introduce yourself 
to family members, and people can find 
similarities,” Stephenson said. “We might 
not cook the same in Nigeria as they do in 

African Student Association at EMU bonds 
with African student organizations nationwide
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our ethical obligations, we will not be making 
public comment of substance until after the 
judicial process is concluded.”

Bates was arrested and charged with 
felony weapons violations Sept. 18. 
Washtenaw County deputies said they 
initiated a traffic stop when a vehicle failed 
to stop at the intersection of Nottingham and 
Clark roads, northeast of EMU’s campus, 
early that morning. During the stop, deputies 
said, a firearm was discovered in the vehicle, 
and Bates, who had been driving, was taken 
into custody.

Per EMU Athletics Department policy, 
Bates was suspended automatically from 
practice and playing privileges following 
the arrest. On Thursday, university athletic 
department officials said Bates' suspension 
has been lifted.

"The Eastern Michigan University 
Department of Athletics has received 
notification that there is an agreement 
between the Washtenaw County Prosecutor's 
Office and Emoni Bates' defense team that 
would result in the felony charges being 
dismissed,” EMU Athletic Director Scott 

Wetherbee said in a written statement. “In 
accordance with EMU athletics policies, Mr. 
Bates is immediately reinstated to all athletic 
and campus activities.” 

Touted as the best player in the 2022 
class, Bates announced in August that he 
would be playing for EMU, after spending 
his college freshman year in Memphis. He 
had also received offers from Kentucky and 
Michigan, but he said coming home felt like 
the right fit.

Bates, who grew up in the Ypsilanti area, 
was ranked by 247 Sports as the number 
one overall recruit of the 2022 class. He led 
Ypsilanti Township’s Lincoln High School to 
a Division 1 Championship and was named 
the Gatorade National Basketball player of 
the year for 2020.

With only two weeks left until the start 
of the 2022-23 basketball season, the Eagles 
are looking to make an appearance at the 
NCAA Tournament for the first time since 
1998 under the leadership of head coach Stan 
Heath. 

The Eastern Echo is following this story 
and will provide updates in print and online.

stand at signs that read from a spectrum of 
“strongly agree” to “strongly disagree.” 
After each prompt was read and people 
stood at their answer, the responses were 
discussed.

EMU students who are interested in 
joining can stop by ASA’s next meeting on 
Oct. 28 or DM the group on Instagram @
emuasa. From there, members are added 

to a group chat where everyone talks 
and discusses what people want for the 
organization overall. 

“We’re uniquely our own, nobody can 
copy the energy or the vibe that we have, 
it’s the fact that we can create good energy 
in almost any situation,” Stephenson said. 
“Don’t be afraid to come out and see what 
we’re about.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Eastern Michigan University’s 15,000 students arrive in 
Ypsilanti from 50 states, and 83 countries, bringing with them diverse cultures and 
backgrounds. This series explores that diversity by featuring campus organizations 
designed to highlight and share the beauty of cultures from around the world.

Last week: Latinx Student Association
This week: African Student Association

Next week: Kapamilya Club

IN OTHER NEWS 

EMU ATHLETICS
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What 
are EMU 
student’s best 
study habits?

“Find out what type of 
background noise you like 
while studying. and find 
a consistent, comfy study 
spot.”

— David Reyes,
Political Science 

“Take really detailed 
notes.”

— Cole DuVall,
Biology

”One of my favorite 
studying strategies is to 
create acronyms/scenarios 
for different topics. For 
example, condensing a 
definition of a word into 
a visual/mental image or 
using the first letter of 
key words to create an 
abbreviation helps me a lot!”

— Krista Webb,
Psychology and 

Criminology

SENIYA BAIG
NEWS REPORTER

The Michigan College and University 
Partnership and Baccalaureate Education 
Achievement Track (MICUP-BEAT) at 
EMU is hosting National Transfer Student 
Week (NTSW), an opportunity to advocate 
for transfer students and highlight struggles 
students face when transitioning from one 
college to another. 

The program is being held from Oct. 
15-21 with this year‘s theme “In These 
Transfer Shoes,” bringing awareness to 
EMU’s campus about what it's like to be a 
transfer student. 

“I am so excited to share that we have 
our own NTSW webpage,“ Audrey Lama, 
graduate assistant and part of the MICUP-
BEAT program, said. “This platform will 
allow students and staff to view what we 
have planned for each day and sign up for 
events like Transfer Student Game Day and 
Fowling for Transfers. In short, each event 
is different, but I can assure you if you 
come, we will have food, EMU SWAG, 

and a fun time for you."
The first day consisted of Transfer 

Student Game Day, where the program 
hosted students and their families at EMU’s 
Saturday football game. 

On Monday, there will be the Transfer 
Crawl, the program’s kick-off event. This 
event will allow students to explore the 
Student Center, where there is a ton of 
campus offices, like the UACDC, Ombuds, 
DRC, Campus Life, Swoops Food Pantry, 
and more, giving students a taste of what 
EMU has to offer. 

They will also be hosting a food truck, 
Muddies Soul Food, from one of the 
transfer students, Aaron Jackson, and DJ 
LiXxer. 

The last event will be the Fowling for 
Transfers event, in which students will 
attend the brand-new Fowling Warehouse 
in Ypsilanti. 

Lastly, each day a student from the 
MICUP-BEAT program will be taking 
over Instagram for a day to show the 
community what it's like to walk “In These 
Transfer Shoes.”

National Transfer 
Student Week at 
EMU Oct. 15-21

EMU's research 
team receives patent 
for new invention
SARAH SCHNEIDER
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s Coating 
Research Institute has been awarded a 
United States patent to improve the metal 
finishing industry. EMU was awarded this 
patent because the faculty-student research 
team invented Organic-Inorganic Hybrid 
materials.

“Organic-Inorganic Hybrid [OIH] 
materials, as the name implies are materials 
that are composed of both organic and 
inorganic structures. When fabricated 
correctly, they can combine the benefits 
of both worlds,” Vijay Mannari, director 
of Coatings Research Institute at EMU, 
said. “Another important benefit of OIH 
materials is that we can control their 
structures at micro or nano-scale during 
their fabrication and hence can customize 
their properties.”

This research project started in 2006 
because of a funding award that EMU 
received from U.S. Air Force Research 
Laboratory.

“OIH materials are increasingly 

important and find use in advanced 
products such as biomedical instruments, 
optical devices, and anti-corrosive 
coatings, super water-repelling films, to 
name a few,” Mannari said.

This research is of great importance 
as it looks at similar characteristics of hex 
chrome, a carcinogenic compound. 

“The research program at the Coating 
Research Institute of EMU provides 
opportunities for our graduate students to 
gain hands-on experience in developing 
and testing such materials. Such advanced 
knowledge and skills are very useful 
for our students for careers in advanced 
manufacturing industries,” Mannari said.

For the last ten years, Prof. Vijay 
Mannari's research group has been active 
in OIH research. EMU alumni Himanshu 
Manchanda and Hamid Asemani also 
played a major role in the organic-inorganic 
hybrid material research. 

It took a combined discovery between 
Mannari, Manchanda, and Asemani, 
which will open opportunities for more 
discoveries of OIH materials.

Swooptacular Spooktacular

CAMPUS LIFE HOSTED A SPOOKY EVENT ON OCT. 13 FROM 7-9 
P.M. FEATURING BIZARRE ACTIVITIES AND EXHIBITS INCLUDING 
REPTILES FOR ATTENDEES TO INTERACT WITH. 

COURTESY OF THE DETROIT CIRCUS, ARIEL ACROBATS, STILT 
WALKERS AND JUGGLERS VISITED EMU TO ENTERTAIN STUDENTS 
AT THE EVENT.

ALL PHOTOS BY MUTI MUHAMMAD
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Pregame 
Halloween 
with some 
spooky 
events in 
Ypsilanti and 
on  campus
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Honors College Star Lecturer series: 
Oct. 19

Join speaker Professor Jessica "Decky" 
Alexander for her talk on Tools for the 
Weary and Worried: Improvisational Play 
for Everyday Life. This event is from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m in the Honors College 
Auditorium. This is an LBC-approved 
event.

Love your Body Day: Oct. 19
Join the Women's Resource Center for 

a night of body positivity and fun activities. 
Come in your PJs and watch some movie 
clips, and have a discussion about what 
body positivity is. This event runs from 
6-8 p.m. in the Student Center room 320.

Pride Pumpkin Painting: Oct. 20
Join the Honors College in celebrating 

the spooky season and OUTober by 
painting pride-themed pumpkins. This 
event runs from 5 to 6 p.m.

Spooky Double Feature: Oct. 20
There will be a classic movie showing 

of Hocus Pocus first and then a modern 
scary movie showing of Nope from 
7 to 11:00 p.m in the Student Center 
auditorium.

Pumpkin and Pints: Oct. 20
Located in the basement of Bobcat 

Bonnies join Keystone Bar and Arcade for 
an event for all ages. To learn more about 
this event read our feature story below.

Black Cat Cabaret: Oct. 21-22
Join Neighborhood Theatre Group at 

the Riverside Art Center where they will 
conjure Black Cat Cabaret from the dead 
with songs, spells, and screams. Read 
more in our feature story on the event.

GLOWmaking lanterns : Oct. 22
Join artist Lynne Settles to make a glow 

lantern for this year's ypsiGLOW event 
that will take place on Oct. 28. This event 
will run from 2 to 3 p.m at the Ypsilanti 
District Library and is a free all-ages event.

West Willow Trunk or Treat & 
Spook House: Oct. 22

Join the West Willow Community 
Resource Center for a family-friendly 
Halloween event. Bring your cars and 
decorate your trunks and enjoy free candy, 
a spook house, area food vendors, and 
community collaboration. This event runs 
from 3-6 p.m. at the West Willow Farmers 
Market.

ZAINA ALRASHED
NEWS REPORTER

The Neighborhood Theatre Group plans 
to host the Black Cat Cabaret event, a sexy 
Halloween night filled with performances 
and prizes, on Oct. 21 and 22.

This event features live performances, 
a costume contest, the group’s "Haunted" 
House band, and raffles with unique prizes. 

Initially introduced in 2016, the Black 
Cat Cabaret is a night of music meant to 
kindle the Halloween spirit in mature 
audiences. This year’s performance will 
be the first in three years, which has given 
the organizers extra incentive to create an 
immersive and mystical experience.

The Neighborhood Theatre Group 
assembled a cast of seven entertainers, 
performing both original music and covers 
of songs. Director and producer Kristin 
Anne Danko engaged with performers 
Angela VanKempen, Dinah Tutein, Greg 
Pizzino, Jessica Terlep, Kylista Geiger, 
Mimi Blackford, and Mo Hoeffel, for the 
past two months to curate a semi-interactive 
performance for the audience.

"It came out of wanting to have more 

Halloween-inspired shows and events 
that are for adults," Danko, who is also 
the co-founder and artistic director of 
Neighborhood Theatre Group, said. 

The main theme of the night can be 
described as coven-esque with a sensual 
touch, meant to be sexy, spooky, and silly. 
The audience can expect some interaction 
with the performers, who have broken the 
fourth wall and rejected the separation 
between artist and audience. 

Hosted at Riverside Arts Center, the 
event will take place in their art gallery, 
where Neighborhood Theatre Group 
has been given the creative freedom 
to transform the space. The stage will 
dominate most of the space, including an 
Instagram wall and an open cash bar for 
participants to take advantage of.

Danko emphasizes that her favorite part 
of the night is the costume contest. While 
not a requirement, many attendees will 
often dress up for the spooky occasion, and 
the organizers would like to reward them. 
There isn’t a single winner; the organizers 
have divided the contest into multiple 
abstractly created categories.

"Sometimes people’s costumes are too 

good to be put into a category," Danko 
added, who communicated that they will 
often make up categories depending on 
the night's audience. Typical categories 
include the best make-up and the sexiest 
costume. The prizes continue as part of the 
performance, where the most incredible 
and absurd looks will be displayed.

The event’s raffle highlights a haul of 
unique items that participants have a chance 
to win including gift cards, jewelry from 
local artists, and plants. Ypsilanti crystal 
shop World of Rocks has also donated 
some prizes. Gotham Girls Crafting has 
created a custom candle of a black cat for 
the event. Finally, a set of horror books and 
stories all written by local authors will be 
available to win too.

"We like to say the Black Cat Cabaret 
is a big Halloween bash and we’re just 
hosting the party," Danko said. 

Tickets for students are $10; which can 
be specified when registering online and 
showing a student ID upon entry. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. and the show begins at 8 
p.m. Proof of vaccination, either physical 
or digital, is also required to enter.

Neighborhood Theatre 
Group showcases local 
talent in Black Cat Cabaret 

VICTORIA SMITH
COPY EDITOR

Bobcat Bonnie’s is hosting its annual 
Pumpkins & Pints event on Oct. 20 from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

Taking place at every Bobcat Bonnie’s 
location, the event consists of pumpkin 
carving accompanied by draft beer. For 
$15, a pumpkin, a carving kit, candy, and 
one draft beer are provided. If an alcoholic 
beverage is not desired, the cost covers one 
non-alcoholic beverage of equal value.

“One of the things that Bobcat Bonnie’s 
really likes to do is get involved with their 
communities through different events. 
This was a fun event that we thought of to 
celebrate the fall season and Halloween, 
and who doesn’t like to carve pumpkins?” 
Drew Salazar, general manager at Bobcat 
Bonnie’s Ypsilanti, said.

Having worked the Pumpkins & Pints 
event last year, Salazar referenced the 
memory of seeing families come together 
for an enjoyable night: a night full of fun 
and creativity.

“What makes this event so special is 
it gives a fun thing that families can do 
and also gives a part where the adults and 
parents can enjoy too,“ Salazar said.

Events at Bobcat Bonnie’s do not only 
bring together its attendees but also a wider 
scope of the community. This event, in 
particular, will include locally-sourced 
pumpkins and feature local breweries.

“I think the more that you invest in the 
community through events or charities, the 
better ... [this event] raises awareness for 
local businesses and provides just a fun 

night,” Salazar said.
The event has been happening for four 

years, and Salazar hopes it is a tradition that 
will continue.

“Shout-out to our owner Matthew 
Buskard for creating such an event that 
brings together a community,” Salazar said.

To attend the event requires registration, 
and one can register through Bobcat 
Bonnie’s website. At the time of writing, 
six spots remain at the Ypsilanti location.

Local restaurant Bobcat Bonnie's 
hosting Pumpkins & Pints Oct. 20

Want to 
join the 
Echo?

Email the
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Advisor
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October is a time of fall, cider and most 
of all, horror. Scary movies are a pivotal 
part of the month of October and so are 
their sinister theme songs. 

Here are some of the best horror movie 
theme songs of all time. 

"Jeepers Creepers"
The simple chorus of “Jeepers 

Creepers, where'd ya get those peepers? 
Jeepers Creepers, where'd ya get those 
eyes?” delivers so much fear and anxiety, 
it is impressive. This old timey song is the 
perfect track for the ancient demon and is 
one of the most well-known Halloween 
songs. 

"Nightmare on Elm Street"
"Nightmare on Elm Street" in general 

may be one of the most well-known 
horror movies of all time. Freddy Kreuger 
and his theme song have been referenced 
throughout pop culture for decades. 

Honestly, there is not much scarier than 
creepy children, add in echo effects and 
some reverb, and there is one of the most 
popular theme songs of all time.  

"Halloween"
By the first three piano keys, everyone 

knows what’s about to happen. Though it is 
a simple song, it is catchy. Michael Meyers' 
silent persona is paired with a memorable 
track created by John Carpenter. 

"Insidious"

The Tiny Tim song “Through the 
Tulips'' already leaves goosebumps on 
people's necks. Add that to one of the best 
horror movies of the 21st century, it has 
now become synonymous with the red face 
demon from "Insidious." 

"Jaws"
There is no soundtrack that built 

greater anticipation than the "Jaws" theme 
song. The dramatic build up of drums and 
strings have been ingrained in the minds of 
millions for decades. John Williams doing 
so much with only two notes may be more 
impressive than even Michael Meyers' 
theme. 

"Us"
The release of the remix of the classic 

Luniz track "I Got 5 On It" built extreme 
anticipation for this movie. The chilling 
strings and echoing vocals may be the most 
suspenseful theme song on this list. It is 
almost impossible to hear the original song 
now without thinking of Jordan Peele's hit 
movie. 

Honorable Mentions
Some other great horror film 

soundtracks include: "The Thing," 
"Rosemary Baby," "Psycho," "Candyman," 
and "Final Destination." 

There is nothing better than watching 
a scary movie during the fall season. All 
these movies listed have been fundamental 
horror movies in many households, and 
their theme songs have not only struck fear 
into viewers hearts, but are loved by many 
too.

The best horror 
movie soundtracks

AMY COOMER
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

James and the Shame, the music project 
by the well-known content creator, Rhett 
James McLaughlin of Good Mythical 
Morning, released his debut album “Human 
Overboard" on Sept. 23.

McLaughlin has opened up about 
his religious upbringing and his journey 
of religious self-discovery in his online 
content before, but never to this depth. 
“Human Overboard" is a very raw and 
real deconstruction of his spirituality. As a 
former missionary and devout Christian, he 
has a lot of insight and comforting words 
for those going on a similar journey. 

“Human Overboard" is an interesting 
trek into music made by content creators, 
as it strays from what would be considered 
popular genres to young people. James 
and the Shame is a contemporary country 
album that brings fresh insight into the 
development of religion in the modern 
United States. 

Many of the songs on "Human 
Overboard” are fairly cut and dry. All of 
them are clearly from the perspective of 
a Christian family man losing his faith. 
Each track handles different aspects of his 
journey and his acceptance of not knowing 
what comes next. 

The track list almost serves as a 
timeline of events and realizations 
for him and his family going 
through this process. Some of the 
best songs on this album represent 
the most pivotal moments. 

Track One: "Believe Me”
This song is the most popular 

on the album. McLaughlin 
discusses the way that he has 
answered questions about why he 
is stepping away from the church, 
only to have those people doubt 
his reasonings or his character. 

Track Five: "Where We’re 
Going" 

This discusses how 
McLaughlin and his wife came to terms 
with stepping away from their faith 
because they have each other. He doesn’t 
know where they’re going, in the physical 
sense of not knowing where their life will 
take them, and also in the afterlife. 

Track Six: "Creek and Back" 
McLaughlin discusses parenthood as 

someone who has left religion but was 
raised in it. He admits that he doesn’t know 
how to parent and that he is learning along 
with his children. 

Track Nine: "In Vain" 
In this track, Mclaughlin discusses how 

he feels those who judge him for leaving 

the faith and a lot of modern Christians take 
the Lord's name in vain in many more ways 
than just as a curse. Invoking his name to 
enhance their arguments or for small things 
such as finding a good parking spot. 

Overall, "Human Overboard" is 
something refreshing to the contemporary 
country genre; it’s thought-provoking. This 
album has the potential to grow to be an 
iconic work of McLaughlin’s and also as 
a representation of religion in the United 
States at present. 

Echo Rating: 7 out of 10

KASPER MIELKE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

It is not every day that people find 
a band like Hayley and the Crushers. 
Described as “poolside glitter punk,” this 
band has been on the run since 2016 with 
the release of “Jewel Case." This punk 
group's unique sound gives off the vibe of 
being modernly vintage, especially in their 
new record “Modern Adult Kicks.” 

According to the lead singer Hayley 
Crusher, this album is about heartbreak, 
isolation and addiction. Of course, at the 
surface level, it seems like this record is 
nothing but sunshine and rainbows. The 
band does an excellent job of deceiving the 
audience by making them think that. 

Album Highlights
“Taboo” - 7/10
The musical aspect of this single is 

what steals the show. It is reminiscent of 
90s punk rock, the guitars giving it that 
grunge feel. As well as the music video 
being filmed in and around Detroit, the 
beginning of the track makes the listener 
excited for the rest of the half-hour run time 
of the record. 

Lyrically, this track is well crafted. This 
song can very well be about addiction to 
something or someone. In a way, it can be 
interpreted as it is the addiction to speak 
rather than the narrator. It gives it an 
extra layer of depth, and it personifies the 
addiction to give the narrator power.

“Broken Window” - 7.5/10
“Broken window theory” is the idea 

that the longer a problem goes unnoticed, 
the worse it is going to get. Hayley and the 

Crushers take on this concept within this 
song, and it is believed to be once again 
about being infatuated with someone. The 
narrator is in a relationship that seems to be 
having problems, but neither party is doing 
anything about it. It is rather interesting, 
this topic, because it is not something that 
is talked about often. 

This California band gives a classic 
pop-rock undertone to this tune, making 
it seem like it is a happy topic when in all 
actuality it is the opposite. There is a point 
in this song right after the second verse that 
gives the perfect opportunity for the crowd 
to have their little dance party. 

“California Sober” - 7/10
It is on this track where the antique-

modern hybrid sound comes in. The 
beginning of the track draws the listener in, 
already making them dance in their seat. As 
it goes on, the pop-rock sound comes back, 
giving it this bubbly feeling. 

Lyrically, this song is very obviously 
about drug addiction. The content of this 
song is about how the narrator feels like 
they have to use drugs to get through the 
bustle of daily life. This is evident in the 
lyrics,

 “Acid melts the gray of your cubicle 
madness.” 

Once again, this band has a way of 
having the audience come for the music, 
but stay for the lyrical content.

Overview 
Hayley and the Crushers are small but 

mighty, and “Modern Adult Kicks” puts a 
little bit of pep in your step. Keep an eye 
on them, because one day they are going to 
crush the music scene.

Echo Rating: 7 out of 10

Go through a time 
warp with Hayley 
and the Crushers' 
record 'Modern 
Adult Kicks'

James and the Shame, music 
project by YouTuber Rhett 
Mclaughlin, releases heartfelt 
first album ‘Human Overboard’

SHAYLA MOSTYN
OPINION COLUMNIST

Adjusting to college is difficult for any 
first-year student and every persons has a 
different experience. 

Many people struggle when first thrust 
into the college environment. Oftentimes, 
ideas about college are coming from 
movies and shows that are misleading as 
to what being a college student is like. For 
some, college presents a big change, and 
for others, the transition is easy. 

Eastern Michigan University first-year 
student Chelsea Stalsberg, from Northville, 
Michigan, is a commuter. 

Stalsberg said that “the 25-minute 
commute” is the only thing she had to get 
used to. When deciding where she wanted 
to go for college, Stalsberg wanted to make 
sure that her college would be beneficial to 
helping her find a career path in her area 
of interest. 

She said that what ultimately made her 
choose to attend EMU was “the College of 
Education, location, good community, and 
The Honors College.” 

With all the driving back and forth from 
campus, one might think that there is an 
aspect of college that commuting students 
miss out on. However, for Stalsberg, that is 
not the case.  

“I have been initiated into Omega Phi 
Alpha, and interested in a teacher sorority, 
Kappa Delta Pi,” Stalsberg said. 

For Stalsberg, her community is her 
Sorority sisters, who also share with her an 
education major, as well as the close-knit 
community of EMU’s Honors College. 

Stalsberg had many different thoughts 
about what college would be like, especially 
as a commuter, and she is proud to say that 
EMU is living up to her expectations. 

While many aspects of college can be 
exciting, like moving into a dorm room and 
being on one's own for the first time, the 

excitement often comes with a fair share 
of struggles. For some, the main struggle 
is having to adjust to an entirely new 
environment. 

Rituparna Ghosh, a first-year 
International student from Bangladesh, 
coveys that “the cold weather and food 
habits," are just some of the things she has 
had to adjust to. 

When moving to an unfamiliar place, 
one usually has assumptions or expectations 
about what it will be like. Ghosh had her 
fair share of expectations and is proud to 
say that EMU has not failed in living up to 
them. 

“New experiences being collected from 
my journey, new friends worldwide, loads 
of adventures during the day and night. So 
many clubs to choose from," Ghosh said. 
"Tremendous amount of free food, gifts and 
giveaways which are always fun to collect 
with friends, [and lastly] movie nights.”

Being an international student could 
make one feel isolated, as attending a 
school in a different country so far from 
home can be difficult. However, Ghosh 
said that she couldn’t feel more connected 
to the community here at EMU. 

“The inclusion and diversity that I’m a 
part here, I feel like home mostly," Ghosh 
expresses. "Meeting different people from 
different countries and cultures, adapting 
to the weather, converting to the U.S. 
lifestyle, I feel proud that I did it all by 
myself alone.”

Moving out of the house is sometimes 
one of the most exciting and largest 
adjusments that college students make. 
When one thinks of university, more often 
than not, one thinks of dorm life.

First-year student Joplin Collins, from 
Coldwater, Michigan, expresses that one 
drastic change for her was living with a 
roommate. 

“It’s weird sharing your living space 
with a stranger," Collins said. 

With Collins living on campus, she has 
an advantage when it comes to living the 
“normal” college life that is perceived in 
movies and tv shows. With the hustle and 
bustle of walking to different buildings and 
getting to class on time, it can be a stressful 
task, especially for any college first-year. 

Taking into consideration all the events 
that EMU has going on, time management 
quickly becomes an essential skill to learn. 
Collins expresses that the tons of homework 
that she receives, definitely makes her time 
management more difficult. 

“After classes some days I want to 
come back to my dorm and take a nap or 
just chill, but I know I can’t because I need 
to get a head start on homework,” Collins 
said. 

Aside from the stress of homework, 
Collins expresses that she is adjusting well 
to college life. 

“I have made some amazing friends 
here already and I wouldn’t trade them for 
the world,” Collins said.

With her friends and the events she 
does through EMU’s Hillel, a Jewish 
organization, Collins believes she is finding 
a strong community here at EMU. 

Personally, while adjusting to college 
can be a difficult challenge, I feel lucky 
enough to have effortlessly found my way. 

I was very anxious about starting 
college, because this would be the first year 
not knowing who my classmates are. I have 
gone to school with the same people my 
whole life, and now being separated from 
them was very worrisome for me. But, I 
am flourishing here at EMU. I’ve made 
so many amazing new friends, became 
a board member for different clubs and 
organizations, as well as being an active 
member in The Honors College. 

For me and many other students, 
EMU is turning out to be a tremendous 
opportunity in helping us to find our own 
path in life.

Everyone adjusts to 
campus differently
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CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University women’s soccer team 
took a trip to Buffalo, NY on Sunday, Oct. 9 to compete with 
the University at Buffalo. The Mid-American Conference 
(MAC) matchup took place inside UB Stadium and was 
streamed live on YouTube by the University at Buffalo. 

The Eagles (2-8-3, 1-4-1 MAC) were considerable 
underdogs against the red-hot Bulls (10-1-2, 4-0-2 MAC) 
who sit atop the MAC standings and have only dropped 
one game this season that came on the road in late August 

against Big Ten opponent, Rutgers University. 
Despite the odds being so heavily in the opposition's 

favor, the Eagles were able to hold the Bulls scoreless and 
keep the contest competitive through the first half. This 
effort was led by junior goalkeeper Rebecca Przybylo who 
racked up three saves in the initial half and finished with 
seven saves for the match, tying her season-high.

In the second half of the match, Buffalo was able 
to break the tie with a penalty kick in the 56’ from Ellie 
Simmons and give the Bulls a 1-0 edge. Eagles defender 
senior Sarah Ash was penalized for a foul in the box that 
awarded the Bulls the free kick. 

It didn't take long for Buffalo to build on that lead as 

the Bulls put two balls in the net in less than two minutes 
in 65’ and 66’ to make the score 3-0. The first of the rapid-
fire goals was scored by forward Arianna Zumpano and the 
second by midfielder Katie Krohn. 

The 3-0 scoring run from 56’ to 66’ was all the scoring 
that would take place as Buffalo would limit the Eagles to a 
season-low four shots throughout the matchup.

Next, the Eagles will return home to Ypsilanti and 
Scicluna Field on Thursday, Oct. 13, and serve as host to 
the University of Toledo Rockets before heading back on 
the road on Sunday, Oct. 16, for an in-state rivalry match 
with Western Michigan University.

Junior goalkeeper Rebecca Przybylo 
ties career-high in saves at Buffalo

ALL PHOTOS BY JAYLA FORD

DESTINY JENKINS- JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan women’s soccer 
team hosted the University of Toledo on 
Thursday, Oct. 13, at Scicluna Field in 
Ypsilanti, where the Eagles fell short to the 
Rockets, 2-1. 

The Eagles totaled 19 shots during the 
match but were only able to make one past 
the Rockets. 

The loss puts the Eagles' record at 2-9-
3 overall, and 1-5-1 in the Mid-American 
Conference (MAC). 

The Rockets were able to gain 
possession scoring the first goal in the 17' 
as Toledo's Mia Leonetti lifted a shot into 
the upper corner just outside of the box. 
The score was then in favor of the Rockets, 
1-0. 

Six minutes later, Toledo was able to 
take advantage as Morgan Otteson placed 
her shot in the left netting making the score 
2-0 in the 23'. 

After halftime, the Eagles quickly 
responded as sophomore Sophia D’Ambra 
pulled one back for the team on the 49'. 
Freshman Arielle Fink received a pass and 
moved down the right flank before turning 
and feeding a pass to D’Ambra, who fired 
into the lower left side of the net making 
it 2-1. 

This marked D'Ambra's second goal 
of the year, while also making her the fifth 
Eagle to record multiple goals this year. 

EMU then took control of a loose 
ball near midfield and pushed toward the 
attacking third. The Eagles were unable to 
complete the comeback as several attempts 
on frame went wide. 

Sophomores Maddie O’Farrell and 
Megan Lukowski tied for the team high 
in shots with four, while D’Ambra, who 
tallied four shots, tied with Lukowski for 
shots on goal with three each. 

The freshmen were able to earn their 
first collegiate starts against Toledo 
on Thursday with Emily Iafrate, Mary 
Grimes, and Fink each making their first 
appearances in the starting lineup. 

Next up, the Eagles will return to 
action on Sunday in Kalamazoo for a 1 
p.m. matchup against MAC rival Western 
Michigan University at the WMU Soccer 
Complex. 

Following that, EMU will travel to 
Dekalb, Ill. to face off against Northern 
Illinois University. That match is scheduled 
to start at 4 p.m. CT. 

EMU 
women's 
soccer 
falls 2-1 
to Toledo 

CHANDLER DONCKERS
SPORTS REPORTER

Following their loss against Ohio on 
Sunday, Oct. 2, the Eastern Michigan 
University Eagles (2-7-3, 1-3-1 MAC) lost 
their second game in a row to the visiting 
Kent State Golden Flashes (3-6-3, 3-1-1 
MAC), 2-4. 

Despite starting off the game moving 
the ball, the Eagles found themselves down 
0-1 in just the third minute when Kent 
State's sophomore midfielder Alissa Arthur 
found freshman forward Mary Kate Lape 

who ran it down a flank and in to win a one 
on one with freshman goalkeeper Kesver 
Guendogu. Guendogu got her second MAC 
start in the match and did not see much 
rest during the match, ultimately facing a 
season high of nine shots. 

The Eagles responded in the 16th minute 
however, when sophomore Jaime Levebre 
found freshman Hannah Thompson to 
finish with a beautiful shot in the top right 
corner of the net and tying the game at 1-1. 

Sophomore's Vittoria Greco and 
Maddie O’Farrell both remained midfield 
strongholds for the Eagles, changing the 
point of attack and relieving the pressure 

from one side to the other consistently 
throughout the match. O’Farrell was named 
MAC female scholar-athlete of the week 
this past week and is the team leader in 
goals (4) and assists (3). 

Kent State was not done scoring before 
halftime, with sophomore midfielder Alissa 
Arthur curling it on a corner kick to put the 
Golden Flashes up 1-2 in the 27th minute. 

The Eagles found themselves on the 
defensive again barely ten minutes into the 
second half when Lape got her second goal 
of the game, extending the Golden Flashes’ 
lead to 1-3. 

A physical match, neither side saw 

much action again until the last quarter of 
the game when goalkeeper Sarah Melén 
added an assist to her belt with a long ball 
to Arthur, who ultimately won a one on one 
with Kesver to further extend their lead to 
1-4. 

Melén saw most action in the last ten 
minutes of the game, most notably when 
EMU earned a penalty kick with 3:46 
remaining in the match. Thompson stepped 
up to take the kick and slid it past Melén. 
Still, the Eagles ultimately came up short, 
losing to a final score of 2-4. 

“Our goal was to change the culture 
of our team to be very close, friendly, 

like we’re all ride or die for each other. 
We need that for these MAC games, to 
give the freshman experience, to give 
the sophomores experience and continue 
to grow as a team,” Sarah Ash, senior 
defender, said.

The Eagles next match is home at 
Scicluna Field this Thursday, Oct. 13, 
against Toledo at 4 p.m. 

Following that, the Eagles will travel to 
Kalamazoo, Mich., to take on MAC rival 
Western Michigan University on Sunday, 
Oct. 16. That match is scheduled to start at 
1 p.m. and will be streamed on ESPN3.

EMU women’s soccer falls to Kent State 2-4

TOP LEFT: EMU DEFENDER SAM 
LENAGHAN WAITS FOR A PASS.
TOP RIGHT: EMU WOMEN’S 
SOCCER TEAM TAKES A TIME OUT 
AT GAME AGAINST KENTUCKY 
STATE.
MIDDLE LEFT: EMU FORWARD 
LILY SPOTAK FIGHTS FOR THE 
BALL.
MIDDLE RIGHT: ASHLEY 
SCHNEIDER PLAYS DEFENSIVE 
MIDFIELD AGAINST KENTUCKY 
STATE.
BOTTOM LEFT: JAMIE LEFEBVRE 
LOOKS TO SCORE A GOAL .
BOTTOM RIGHT: ASHLEY 
SCHNEIDER KICKS THE BALL
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Raeven Chase on 
track to make a dent 
in EMU volleyball 
program history
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Fans gathered inside the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center on Oct. 8 to watch 
Eastern Michigan University’s women’s 
volleyball team take on Kent State 
University.

The Eagles ultimately fell short after a 
3-0 loss on Saturday, making this the sixth 
time EMU has fallen in three sets to Kent 
State, according to EMU Athletics.

Saturday’s loss against the Golden 
Flashes dropped EMU’s record to 1-17 
overall and 0-6 in conference play. 

The Golden Flashes had an advantage 
early on against the Eagles during the first 
set. However, the Eagles were able to tie 
the score five times before dropping the set, 
25-21. 

KSU grabbed the lead at 13-12 and held 
onto it throughout the second set as EMU 
continued to trail. 

Despite the score, the Eagles still 
managed to out-block KSU 12-7 in the 
match. Out of the 12 blocks, the Green 
and White tallied during the match, nine 
were made during the third set where KSU 
would win, 25-23.

Raeven Chase led EMU in kills tallying 
nine on the day with a hitting percentage 
of .471. 

Chase’s nine kills against KSU 
increased her career total to 668 which 
is second-best on the team behind senior 
Samantha Basham (756).

Chase also recorded her 77th block as 

an Eagle on Saturday and is on track to hold 
sole possession of sixth all-time in EMU 
volleyball program history, according to 
EMU Athletics. 

Defensively, Emma McMahon led 
the Eagles with 20 digs during Saturday’s 
match. McMahon has tallied double digits 
digs in every game this season for a total of 
267, according to EMU Athletics. 

Next up, the Eagles will travel to 
Oxford, Ohio for two games against Miami 
University on Friday, Oct. 14. The match 
will be live on ESPN+ with a start time of 
4 P.M. ET. 

Following that, EMU will travel to 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan on Wednesday, 
Oct. 19, to take on MAC rival Central 
Michigan University. That match is 
scheduled to start at 6 p.m. and will be 
streamed on ESPN+. 

CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
football team played inside of Rynearson 
Stadium late Saturday afternoon Oct. 
15, and was outpaced by Mid-American 
Conference (MAC) opponent, Northern 
Illinois University, 39-10. EMU dropped to 
a 4-3 overall record and a 1-2 MAC record. 

The Eagles found themselves down 7-0 
early as senior quarterback Taylor Powell's 
second pass of the game was tipped into 
the air and intercepted by an NIU defensive 
lineman inside of the EMU endzone, 
resulting in a Huskies touchdown. 

EMU was able to respond almost 
immediately with a one-play, 75-yard 
scoring drive. Powell's third pass of the 
game was a strike across the middle to 
sophomore tight end Andreas Paaske, who 
turned the reception into an extended catch-
and-run touchdown to tie the game at 7-7. 
Paaske's 75-yard touchdown reception is 
the longest reception of the season thus 
far, topping the 67-yard reception made 
by senior wideout Tanner Knue against 
Buffalo on Sept. 24.

After exchanging punts following 
what would end up being the lone Eagles 
touchdown of the afternoon, NIU found the 

endzone quickly on a two-play drive where 
Huskies running back Antario Brown 
broke through the middle and converted 
a 47-yard touchdown run. The Huskies 
would add two field goals in the second 
quarter to make the halftime score 20-7 in 
favor of NIU. 

Eagles freshman kicker Jesus Gomez 
would attempt a 58-yard field goal that 
would come up just feet short of the 
upright. The field goal would have been the 
longest in college football this year if it had 
been good. 

Gomez would add the remainder of 
EMU points scored in the game as the 
freshman kicker hit a 46-yard field goal 
and brought the score to 20-10. The Eagles 
kicker is now 6-8 on field goals for the 
year and a perfect 3-3 from the 40-49 yard 
range. 

The bright side for EMU is that the 
defense virtually shut down the NIU 
passing game and prevented a touchdown 
through the air from being scored all 
afternoon.

It was the Huskies’ rush attack though 
that wore down the Eagles’ defense for the 
remainder of the contest which resulted in 
the victory for the visiting team and a final 
score of 39-10. In total, NIU rushed 49 
times for 287 yards and found the endzone 
for three scores. The 287 rushing yards 

by NIU is the most allowed by the Eagles 
this season, surpassing the 201 yards that 
were forfeited on the ground in the loss to 
Buffalo on Sept. 24.

Individually, on defense, senior 
linebacker Joe Sparacio led with 10 tackles 
on the day including 1.5 tackles for loss. 
Sparacio is second in tackles on the season 
with 44, trailing only fellow linebacker, 
junior Chase Kline who leads the team with 
60 on the year and tallied 7 tackles against 
the Huskies on Saturday, all of which were 
unassisted. 

Senior defensive lineman Jose Ramirez 
also had an impressive outing, tallying two 
sacks and 2.0 TFL on four total tackles for 
the game. Ramirez once again managed to 
have multiple sacks in a game, after setting 
the EMU single-game record for sacks with 
four against Western Michigan a week prior 
on Saturday, Oct. 8. The defensive lineman 
has already surpassed his sack total of 6.5 
from last season, and his seven sacks so far 
thus far is a career-best. Ramirez moves 
into eighth place on the EMU all-time 
career sack rankings with his 15.5.

Next, the Eagles fly south to Muncie, 
Ind. to continue MAC play and take on 
the Ball State University Cardinals on 
Saturday, Oct. 22. Kickoff is slated for 2 
pm and coverage can be found on ESPN+.

EMU football falls in MAC 
home game against Huskies

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

A trip to the Black Student Athlete 
Summit in Houston, Texas was all it 
took to ignite a flame in Tariq Speights, 
motivating him to create the Eastern 
Michigan University Black Student Athlete 
Association (EMUBSAA) with his peers. 

In May 2022, track athlete Ariel Floyd, 
men’s basketball player Derek Ballard, 
women’s basketball player Kyndal Lewis, 
and football player Speights were invited to 
Houston’s Black Student Athlete Summit 
to represent EMU Athletics. 

The athletes felt “at home” being 
amongst other African American athletes 
present at the summit. 

“That’s what we all turned to each other 
and said,” Speights said. “We wanted to 

create that environment here at Eastern.”
With only three months left in his 

masters program at EMU, Speights, who 
serves as president of EMUBSAA, was 
excited to return to Ypsilanti and begin 
foundation work of the organization with 
Floyd, Ballard and Lewis. 

After the application process in 
September, creating bylaws and a 
constitution, the EMU Black Student 
Athlete Association was officially 
recognized as a student organization on 
campus.

What started as just a thought is now a 
reality for the group of EMU athletes.  

Although the university has a Student 
Athlete Support Service and a student 
athlete advisory committee, having a space 
like this provides comfort among students 
who face the same challenges daily. 

Newlyn Stephenson, a member of the 
men’s track and field team at EMU told 
the Echo: “The Black Student Athlete 
Association provides a safe space and 
common ground for Black student athletes 
to find support and people who understand 
what they are going through in life, class, 
and their sport.” 

Still in the beginning phases, the 
organization has plans to host an outing for 
all African American student athletes, as 
well as organize community service events.

“I’m really excited for an organization 
like this to be available to us as Black 
student athletes,” Krista Blakely, 
EMU women's volleyball player and 
communications chair of EMUBSAA, 
said. “I think it will become a great way for 
us to connect and really put an emphasis on 
our family environment here at Eastern.” 

New EMU organization 
creates safe space for 
Black student athletes

EMU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PLAYER KYNDAL LEWIS SHOWS OFF THE VERY FIRST 
PIECE OF EMUBSAA MERCH. 

MARQ STAFFORD
DESIGN CHIEF

During the EMU v.s NIU game on 
Saturday, four EMU ROTC members, 
Jonnell Ealy, Renan Martins, Gracie Fuchs 
and Jerusha Vargas,  swore to become 
commissioned officers in the U.S. Army. 
With the ceremony taking place live 
during half-time, the cadets were met with 
a handshake from Col. 

Eli Ruesink after taking the pledge. 
The ceremony in place for ROTC cadets 
to make a commitment to the U.S. Army. 
While this does not yet mean that the 
cadets are officially commissioned, it puts 
them on track for graduation at EMU. 

Along with their Bachelor's degree, 
these four students have pledged to become 
second lieutenants with the U.S. Army.

EMU ROTC members make 
commitment pledge to U.S Army 
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