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University’s attempt 
to stop strike set for 
court hearing Sept. 16
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On Sept. 9 a Washtenaw County Circuit 
Court judge denied EMU’s request for a 
temporary restraining order that would 
require striking faculty to return to work.

On Sept. 7, EMU administration filed 
a complaint and motion in Washtenaw 
County Circuit Court asking for an 
injunction ordering striking faculty back to 
work.

“Our primary focus has and continues 
to be getting faculty back in the classroom 
so that our students can continue their 
education,” Walter Kraft, University Vice 
President for Communications said.

The judge has set a hearing for Sept. 

16 to evaluate the university’s request for a 
temporary injunction.

“Now that their unsupported claim for a 
temporary restraining order to force EMU 
faculty back to work has failed, it's time 
to focus on good faith negotiations so we 
can reach a fair agreement that supports our 
students,” Mohamed El-Sayed professor of 
engineering and President of EMU-AAUP 
said.

The university has continued to hold 
classes during the strike and will continue 
to be led by faculty and instructors who are 
not a part of the union.

“The disruption to our students has 
already been significant,” Kraft said. 
“Meanwhile, negotiations have been 
underway under the guidance and support 
of an independent state-appointed mediator, 

with a state-appointed factfinder soon to be 
involved as well.”

EMU-AAUP claims EMU 
Administration has delayed the start 
of contract talks, has canceled several 
meetings, and failed to show up for 
others. However, the EMU administration 
adamantly denies this, claiming to want 
negotiations to continue. 

“The process designed to find common 
ground in labor disputes, should be allowed 
to play out,” Kraft said.

Their last negotiation meeting was Sept. 
7 with a state mediator present. No new 
meetings have been arranged at this time.

“Our negotiation team is available today 
and everyday to find common ground, 
settle this dispute and move our University 
forward,” El-Sayed said.

EMU faculty strike enters 
fifth day as negotiations 
continue

MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan University-
American Association of University 
Professors (EMU-AAUP) began a strike 
on Sept. 7 due to contract expiration with 
no resolution between the university and 
faculty being made.

The contract negotiations have been 
occurring since May. 24 and a settlement 
has not been reached since that date.

With over 500+ members of faculty 
being a part of the EMU-AAUP, 91% of 
the members voted to strike in a union 
member meeting this evening.

Both sides have proposed agreements 
that have been denied. EMU-AAUP 
proposed a flexible summer schedule 
method that was denied by the university. 
While the University proposed a plan with 
a 4-8% increase for full time faculty in the 
first year of agreement, that was denied by 
the EMU-AAUP.

“Our message to EMU students, 
parents and alumni is simple: EMU 
faculty are standing up for you and for 
quality education,” said Matt Kirkpatrick, 
associate professor of English Language 
and Literature and chair of the EMU-
AAUP negotiating team. “But the EMU 
Administration has let you down, raising 
their own salaries while trying to reduce 
our compensation, and repeatedly failing 
to bargain in good faith.”

EMU plans to continue negotiations 
despite the strike decision.

“The union’s call for a strike impacts 
one group on Eastern’s campus more than 
any other – the University’s students,” 
Walter Kraft, University vice president for 
communications said. “It is unfortunate 
that rather than continue to follow the 
mediator’s path, with active negotiations 
still underway, the faculty union is asking 
its members to walk out and disrupt 
students’ education just seven days into the 
semester.”

After a negotiation meeting with state 
mediators on the morning of Sept. 7, no 
conclusion was made and the EMU-AAUP 
will likely continue to strike this week. 

“It’s truly unfortunate that the EMU 
administration’s failure at the bargaining 
table will cause delay and disruption for our 
students,” Mohamed El-Sayed, professor 
of Engineering and EMU-AAUP president 
said. “We will not be in our classrooms 
tomorrow, but our negotiating team will be 
at the bargaining table.  We’re looking for 
solutions that support our students and set 
the stage for quality education at EMU for 
the long term.”

EMU administration advises students 
to attend their classes as usual and wait 
15 minutes to see if the instructor will be 
holding class or email your instructor in 
advance to determine if class will be held 
or not. All other university events and 
classes will continue as scheduled.

$10,000 esports
scholarships 
awarded to 2 
EMU students

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Among eight other college 
undergraduates across the nation, two 
Eastern Michigan University students have 
been selected as recipients of global esports 
organization Gen.G’s 2022 foundation 
scholarship.

The EMU students chosen include 
Iyad Khattab,  a senior from Beirut, 
Lebanon, marjoring in creative writing and 
professional writing, and Je’Naiya Tims, 
a junior from Flint, Michigan studying 
computer information systems.

The award focuses on supporting 
women, people of color, and low-
income students in a U.S. university or 
college interested in gaming, esports, 
entrepreneurship, journalism, or content 
creation.

According to a news release from Gen. 
G, each will receive $10,000 to subsidize 
their tuition for this academic year and 
access to exclusive career and mentorship 
programming as members of the new 
scholarship class. 

“Working with Gen.G to support their 
goals in providing the pathway into the 
esports space has been truly inspiring,” 
global fashion designer, Heron Preston, 
said. “Every year, I look to recognize 
a student who brings a high level of 
innovation and entrepreneurship into the 
digital space. Gen.G’s work to amplify 
voices within their industry through 
supporting the next generation is a mission 
I am proud to support.”  

EMU is one of the Gen. G Foundation’s 
partners this year, among Gen.G’s 
Executive Brand Advisor Heron Preston, 
luxury brand Burberry, global sports brand 

PUMA, and the University of Kentucky. 
In selecting scholarship recipients, 

Heron Preston's focus for the foundation 
was on finding creative innovators in 
the digital space. Back for another year 
in support of the Gen.G Foundation, 
PUMA focused on the development of 
student esports athletes. In their first year 
of partnership with Gen.G, Burberry will 
select a scholarship recipient demonstrating 
a commitment to empowering 
underrepresented communities within the 
gaming industry and beyond.

“We are so excited to introduce our third 
class of Gen.G Foundation scholarship 
recipients. Every year, we are amazed by 
the young talent who are the future leaders 
of the esports and gaming industry; we’ve 
already seen past classes do so much in 
their own communities,” Gina Chung Lee, 
Chief Marketing Officer at Gen.G, said.
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New reduced rate 
options for Ann 
Arbor Area Public 
Transportation
SARAH SCHNEIDER
NEWS REPORTER

The Ann Arbor Area Transportation 
Authority has introduced reduced rates 
for TheRide public transportation starting 
the week of Aug. 28. With these new 
rates, public transportation users can save 
between 22% and 50%.

“The pass prices were reduced to 
be more equitable for our community," 
said Samantha Potter, Marketing and 
Communications Coordinator, Community 
Relations for TheRide. "The lower pass 
prices also increase the benefits of using 
public transit over driving, paying for 
higher gas prices and paying for parking.” 

The new rates include a 30 day flex 
pass for $45 or $22.50 if you have the 

AAATA issued reduced fair identification 
card. You can also buy a day pass for $3 or 
$1.50 if you have the AAATA reduced fair 
identification card.

“We anticipate ridership to continue to 
increase with more people returning to in-
person work and school,” Potter said.

Many people choose to use public 
transportation as the cost of owning a car 
keeps increasing from year to year. 

“In addition to lowering the 30-day 
and 1-day pass prices, we’ve created a 
half-fare day pass for those who qualify. 
The reduced pass price structure became 
effective on Sunday, Aug. 28. For more 
information, visit TheRide.org,” Potter

 said.
Passes can be purchased online, in 

person, or through the mobile ticketing app 
called EZFare.
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Free pancakes and 
waffles offered at local 
church Friday nights
KRISTA KANGAS
NEWS REPORTER

Every Friday night from 10 p.m. - 1 
a.m., students can stop by Cross and 
Resurrection Lutheran Church at 812 Ann 
St. for free pancakes, waffles, and games.

Originally created as a way to give 
college students an alternative to getting 
drunk and partying all night after watching 
the free Friday movie at EMU, this weekly 
event always brings in a crowd.

Jonathan Hoover, the organizer of the 
event and the ministry assistant at Cross 
and Resurrection Lutheran church, wanted 
to offer a better, safer, and more productive 
place to hang out late at night. He acts as 
“the fun guy,” bringing students in and 
chatting with them while providing a 
positive experience in a church many have 
not had. 

“I have so much pancake mix so please 
come and eat it,” Hoover said.

During the pandemic, there were more 
restrictions, but as things are now more 
relaxed on campus, Hoover hopes the 
numbers will go up again as the event has a 
special place in his heart. 

“I would go consistently every week 
with my sister. It was because, you know, I 
was a little high school kid and it was a way 
to stay out super late, and we would always 
go hang out, have pancakes, and then we 
would go wander EMU for a couple more 
hours after that,“ Hoover said. "I actually 
have really fond memories of it from back 
in the day but it was just because, you 
know, I got to be out significantly later than 
my parents would ever let me stay out.” 

For students looking for volunteer 
hours, the church offers opportunities for 
that as well. Anyone interested can email 
pancakes@crossandres.org.

Partnership brings 
50 e-scooters to 
EMU’s campus
SENIYA BAIG
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University students, 
faculty and staff will soon be able to enjoy 
an eco-friendly mode of transportation 
across campus starting Sept. 19. 

EMU has partnered with Spin, a micro-
mobility service provider that operates 
bikes and electric scooters in communities 
and on campuses across North America, to 
place a fleet of 50 scooters on campus that 
will be available to ride 24/7. 

Riders must be at least 18 years old 
with a valid driver's license in order to rent 
a scooter. After downloading the Spin app, 
available on Apple and Android devices, 

the scooters can be rented with an initial 
cost of $1 and 39 cents per min. 

“The new electric scooters support 
the University’s efforts to evolve campus 
mobility and sustainability,” EMU vice 
president for communications Walter Kraft 
said in a statement. “We are providing safe 
and efficient mobility options and the ability 
to continue implementing technologies that 
improve our campus infrastructure to allow 
e-bikes, e-scooters, pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and student shuttles to coexist.”

EMU administration believes that 
the battery operated scooters, powered 
by 100% renewable energy, will provide 
students a better option to get around 
campus.

Local ‘Embracing 
Our Differences’ 
exhibit accepting 
2023 submissions
VICTORIA SMITH
COPY EDITOR

Embracing Our Differences Michigan 
is accepting art and quotation submissions 
for its 2023 exhibit.

The nonprofit organization is an art 
and educational program revolving around 
diversity, inclusion, and equity. 

"Our hope is that the more people 
talk about [diversity], the more they can 
understand that while we are very different, 
we all have common goals, and we all have 
common hopes and aspirations in life," 
Nancy Margolis, Executive Director of 
Embracing Our Differences Michigan, 
said.

Margolis first witnessed an Embracing 
Our Differences exhibit in Sarasota, 
Florida. After viewing, she left with a want 
to bring the exhibit to Michigan; therefore, 
in 2021, she started convening with 
community members to make that a reality. 
A year later, Embracing Our Differences 
Michigan became a 501(c)(3). Its first three 
exhibits were unveiled in May of 2022, all 
on display until Sept. 30. They are located 
at Gallup Park and the Leslie Science & 
Nature Center in Ann Arbor, as well as at 
Riverside Park in Ypsilanti.

At each exhibit, many artworks 
are displayed on a 16' by 12' banner. 
Accompanying each artwork is a quotation 
that was submitted by a separate individual, 
unknowing of which art piece it could 
potentially be paired with if selected. The 
artwork and quotes currently on display 
were created by people of all ages from 

all over the world, with local artists having 
submitted 26 of the current art pieces.

Some of the current artwork presented 
revolves around concepts such as mental 
and physical handicaps, race, and 
education. When discussing what emotions 
previous artwork has brought up in others, 
Margolis referenced a photograph of a 
child playing a sport in a wheelchair. 

"When I was giving a tour, a young 
mother said she's got to bring her daughter 
down here because her daughter is in a 
wheelchair, and she wants her daughter to 
realize that she, in fact, can live a normal 
life. I think there are many messages like 
that among the different billboards and 
among the different art," Margolis said.

The organization acknowledges that 
these messages have the chance to affect 
many individuals, including children, so 
free field trips to local classes are provided. 
The children take buses to the exhibits, 
where docents show the kids the artwork 
and quotations, explaining what the artists 
may have been trying to convey. 

This past spring, Eastern Michigan 
University students were docents, helping 
students to contemplate the artworks, their 
meanings, and what emotions arose as a 
response.

The deadline for new art and quotation 
submissions for the 2023 Embracing 
Our Differences Michigan exhibit is Jan. 
16, 2023. More information on possible 
themes to pursue and requirements, as well 
as instructions regarding the submission 
of art and quotations, can be found on 
the nonprofit organization's website: 
eodmichigan.org

MICHAEL DEMPSTER
NEWS REPORTER

On Sept. 10, the first Big Little Fair was 
held in Ypsilanti. The event, organized by 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Washtenaw 
County, was split into three locations: the 
Riverside Art Center, the Ypsilanti District 
Library and the Ypsilanti Performance 
Space.

Big Brothers Big Sisters is a mentorship 
program featuring the one-on-one pairing 
of adult mentors with local youth. Danny 
Murphy, marketing and outreach counselor 
for Big Brother Big Sisters, said that the 
fair’s goal is to help build relationships 
in Ypsilanti and connect residents with 
resources from local organizations.

“It occurred to our development team 
that we spend all this time helping youth 

and mentors build healthy relationships to 
help kids grow and reach their full potential, 
and we could apply that knowledge and 
that set of community building skills, as 
well,” Murphy said.

The fair included live music, Congolese 
dance lessons and various arts and crafts. 

Participants heard support from 
organizations at the local chapters of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters. 

Children participated in the Chamberlin 
Animal Rides while parents learned how 
Big Brothers Big Sisters provide support 
and inspiration for households. The League 
of Women Voters, Washtenaw Literacy and 
Washtenaw Area Council for Children 
were also among the on-site organizations.

The event was free to attend and food 
was available for purchase from various 
food trucks at the Ypsilanti Performance 
Space.

First ever Big Little 
Fair brought together 
Ypsilanti community 
mentors and youth
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Pierce The Veil makes
big return with new rock 
single 'Pass The Nirvana'
KASPER MIELKE
REVIEW COLUMNIST

Pierce The Veil has been the pinnacle 
of many peoples’ emo phases at some 
point or another. Their song “King For a 
Day” has just recently made it to the top of 
Billboard’s top 100 hard rock list, despite it 
being out for ten years now. Even though it 
has just reached the front of the public eye, 
it has been a staple in the rock music scene 
for years.

It has been about six years since the 
San Diego rock band came out with their 
album “Misadventures,” so it was a shock 
when the band released new single “Pass 
The Nirvana.”

Lyrical Overview - 8/10
Right off the bat, this song is lyrically 

hard to understand, but the meaning will be 
found with a close look. The genre within 
the past couple of years has been complex 
lyrically, which comes with its perks and 
downsides. Pierce The Veil has seemed to 
continue the trend, but the meaning was 
eventually deciphered. 

According to the lead singer Vic 
Fuentes, the song is about all of the 
difficulties that have been bestowed upon 
American youth within the past couple of 
years. There are references to the recent 
pandemic, the Capitol riot at the beginning 
of 2021, an ongoing surplus of school 
shootings, and much more. An example of 
this comes from the lyric:

“Why you always saying, ‘let that shit 
go?’ Pennywise fashion on the sad skid row. 
A gentrified neighborhood of blood-soaked 

homes. Draw the lines a little further, now 
they’re coming back to get you.”

There are many more lyrics in that 
song that reflect more of the unfortunate 
circumstances that young people have had 
to face in America lately, and how some 
people of older generations have become 
ignorant of said circumstances. 

“Pass The Nirvana” is a track that many 
young people in the metro Detroit area will 
probably be able to relate to. 

Musical Overview - 7/10
This is very different from the stuff 

that Pierce The Veil is known for, but 
that does not necessarily mean it is poor 
quality. Compared to their earlier songs, 
this is mellowed out with the simple beats 
sprinkled throughout and the simple-
sounding guitar riffs.

As the title of the song suggests, this 
song has the same sound as Nirvana did 

back when they were still around. This 
single brings back the grunge sound in a 
big way, and it is sure to make someone 
nostalgic for those days from three decades 
ago. As the newer generation grows older, 
they get that chance to hear exactly what 
their parents adored. 

Of course, because this track is niche 
compared to what “King For a Day” was, it 
is going to be hard for their former audience 
to sink their teeth into it. Once they do, this 
might be considered a staple in the band’s 
discography. 

Overall - 7.5/10
Pierce The Veil has aged well with their 

dedicated fans, and adding this new music 
to the mix is going to remind them even 
more why they got into them in the first 
place. Despite “King For a Day” reaching 
the top of the charts, this song is going to 
reach the top of peoples’ hearts. 

John Phelps's "Honest" gets 
real about unfortunate reality 
KASPER MIELKE
REVIEW COLUMNIST

Music has been taking interesting turns 
for the past couple of years, notably the 
shift in the tone of vocals and lyrics. Both 
have seemed to mellow over the years, and 
John Phelps is a good example. 

Phelps is a producer and music artist 
from Rhode Island and has been putting 

out music consistently since the release of 
his EP “Honest” in 2020. This electro-pop 
artist is small but mighty, especially when 
it comes to his self-titled single, “Honest." 

Lyrical Overview - 9/10
The lyricism of this song is deeply 

personal to the artist, and it is easy to tell. 
Phelps’ words flow seamlessly. As the 
title suggests, the artist is being real with 
the audience about his experience with 
loneliness and how he struggles with 
mental illness. Phelps portrays this well, 
especially with the following lyrics:

“Talking to shadows in the hallways. 
Not crazy but that’s what they all think.” 

The topic of mental illness is slowly 
becoming less taboo to talk about in the 
public eye, which is a relief to those who 
struggle with it. Bigger artists nowadays 
are bringing the topic forth, but it is just 
as important for beginner/smaller artists to 
have a say in it as well. 

Musical Overview - 7/10
The background of the song sets the 

ambiance for the overarching topic of the 

piece. The looping of the subtle guitar in 
the background paired with the beats is 
unique in the way that it is hard to put a 
single genre to it. The guitar gives it a vibe 
comparable to that of Blink-182’s “Adam’s 
Song”, while the beats are similar to 
Sueco’s music. 

Not everyone will enjoy the way the 
musical track stays the same for the most 
part throughout the song, but in the same 
breath, it does not need much else. At the 
end of the day, the production quality is 
impressive, and I find that hard to ignore. 
Hats off to you, Phelps. 

Overall - 8/10
John Phelps’ “Honest” is a good 

example of being raw, both musically and 
lyrically. At some point or another, the 
majority is going to relate to the content 
of this song. Even though the situation is 
unfortunate, having music such as this is 
like having a hand to hold when you are 
feeling lonely or struggling with something 
like mental illness.

Give yourself time to listen to music

JOUD BAMEHRIZ
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

College is an exciting time in students' 
lives, but it also presents challenges and 
difficulties that can be stressful. Those 
situations can sometimes negatively 
affect students' productivity, but there are 
multiple ways to handle such stressors. 
Here are some tips to help face common 
college hardships: 

Academic difficulties
Each student comes to college with a 

different level of preparation. There is a 
considerable difference between attending 
classes in high school and attending 
classes at a university. Self-reliance is 
the first thing that needs to be developed. 
The majority of professors don't nag you 
about studying or completing assignments 
promptly. Thus, students who lack self-
discipline tend to fall behind quickly. 
Students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
with educations that weren't prepared for 
the rigors of higher education can find this 
adjustment challenging. 

However, these difficulties are 
manageable, from communicating with 
professors to finding a tutor. I won’t say 
that all professors at EMU are perfect, but 
most of them are really great. Nevertheless, 
you will find yourself feeling lost at least 
once in the four or more years, and if so, 
go see a tutor. Tutoring at EMU is the best 
and it will help you feel better about your 
understanding of the course materials.

Financial challenges
There is no doubt that college is 

becoming more and more expensive by 
the year. In the last 20 years, the cost of a 
college education has increased by more 
than 200%. While taking classes, many 
students incur significant debt and work 
part-time or even full-time. Students can 
have difficulty paying attention to their 
classes when they are under financial 
pressure. While working 20 or more 
hours a week, it's tough to study for tests, 
write term papers, and participate in 
extracurricular activities.

To start, seek grants and scholarships. 
Financial aid opportunities aren't always 
taken advantage of by students. There are 
over $1 million in scholarships available 

through NSCS every year, making them 
a great place to start. Even though loans 
create long-term financial pressure, they 
are sometimes a better alternative to 
working full time so you can focus on 
college classes. 

Students can save money by searching 
for cheaper housing and transportation 
options. Cooking at home can also save 
students significant amounts of money if 
they have a kitchen at their disposal.

Emotional and mental health 
challenges

Psychologists report an increase in 
psychological disorders among students, 
including depression, anxiety, and suicide. 
According to Active Minds, suicide is the 
second leading cause of death amongst 
college students. These issues are not 
always separate from the other challenges 
that college students face. Financial and 
academic problems can cause or exacerbate 
mental health issues.

All colleges and universities offer 
services such as counseling that students 
should utilize. Too often, students who 
need help don’t ask for it. It’s essential to 
remove any stigmas attached to mental 
health programs and the need to seek 
help. Both students and faculty should be 
encouraged to look for symptoms so those 
who need help don’t get overlooked. 

Either way, try to take a break and let 
professors know if you are not feeling well.

Choosing the wrong major
Many students who start college aren’t 

sure what they want to commit their future 
careers to and shouldn’t feel pressured to 
declare a major right away. 

Instead, students should take courses 
in a variety of fields to help them discover 
new interests while acquiring a more well-
rounded education. 

Students may pick a major based on 
what their friends or parents recommend; 
others prefer a major thought to lead to 
a high-paying job. If the student has no 
interest or aptitude in a discipline, he or she 
will likely lose motivation in pursuing their 
chosen major. 

Choosing the right major has a 
significant impact on a student’s overall 
success and well-being.    

Advice: Tips to 
help overcome
college hardships

'Day Shift' attempts to 
redefine the modern 
vampire movie
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

If you like interesting comedic gore-
filled movies, then "Day Shift" is for you. 
The film is a comedy to the max, but not 
much else.

Synopsis 
A dad needing to provide for his 

daughter uses a dull pool-cleaning job as 
a cover for his real job: vampire hunting. 
Starring Jamie Foxx as Bud 
Jablonski, Dave Franco as 
Seth and Snoop Dogg as Big 
John.

What I loved
The comedy aspect of the 

movie. Most of the movie 
genuinely made me laugh 
pretty hard. While some 
parts did feel overdone, 
comedy is needed in this 
movie to balance it out. "Day 
Shift" keeps you laughing, 
and keeps it funny instead of 
scary.

It was an interesting 
concept. I understood and 
saw what the directors 
were trying to create, but it 
ultimately fell flat. I loved the idea and the 
"new vampires," but I wish they did more 
story and less filler. 

What I didn't love 
The copious amount of gore. I have 

personally never been a fan of gore, but this 
film takes it over the edge. I felt like a few 
gory scenes would've been fine, but a lot of 
the plot centers simply around bloodiness. 
In the first five minutes, we get blood, 
dismemberment, breaking bones and more. 
Being labeled as a comedy, it took me for 
a loop, those things being the beginning of 
the movie.

The movie lacks substance. We just 
get thrown into the 
story, and it quickly 
goes over most “plot 
points.’‘ It just felt 
like the movie relied 
heavily on funny gore 
with nothing else to 
show for it. 

Verdict
Overall, I didn't 

hate the movie, but I 
couldn't love it. I feel 
like I would've liked 
it a lot less in theaters 
where I wouldn't 
be able to pause the 
movie and come back 
to it. If you like gore-

heavy modern comedic vampire movies, 
then "Day Shift" may be for you.

I give "Day Shift" a 2.5 out of 10.

AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS EDITOR

Thanks to the gift of streaming, music 
is being pushed out at a violent speed 
every Friday. Almost at the same space, 
reviews and reactions are released within a 
couple of days to a few hours. This rapid 
consumption and production of art and 
content, however, may not be as pleasant 
as it seems. 

Think about how long it takes to create 
a piece of art, much less an album. The 
process for most albums is months to years 
to fit the vision of the artists. When putting 
it in perspective, it seems almost ridiculous 
to have a full review with concise thoughts 
in one day. However, this is done every 
weekend by publications like Pitchfork and 
Rolling Stone to content creators on Tiktok 
and Youtube. Though it is not a knock on 

their work, sometimes these hasty reviews 
do not give the work enough time to 
breathe.

For instance, look at Playboi Carti’s 
“Whole Lotta Red” which was heavily 
scrutinized the day it dropped. Many fans 
were expecting a sequel to Carti's previous 
work like "Die Lit" or his self-titled album 
and were more than surprised when they 
got the king vamp project. Two years later, 
fans consider it a classic and the album 
has influenced a whole new generation of 
artists. 

Another recent example is A$AP 
Rocky’s “Testing” which followed his 
beloved album “AT.LONG.LAST.A$AP” 
three years later. Even longtime fans 
considered this album a disappointment 
and were uncomfortable with A$AP trying 
out a new sound. Now, it is not the most 
favored album, but without a doubt, songs 

like “A$AP Forever”, “Praise The Lord” 
and other tracks are in many listener's 
rotations.

Even recently, albums like “Mr.
Morale and the Big Steppers”, “Honestly 
Nevermind” and “Dawn FM” have slowly 
grown on fans day by day. 

With overconsumption and the constant 
release of music becoming more common, 
more issues will sprout up. This is nowhere 
near the fan’s fault there is just too much 
music to sit and listen to. 

2022 alone has included projects from 
Beyonce, The Weeknd, Mitski, Kendrick 
Lamar, Ari Lennox, Burna Boy, Future, 
and much more. 

Though it is difficult to give albums 
time with how fast-paced the world is, 
allowing a project time to simmer in your 
mind will allow listeners to enjoy music in 
a more in-depth way.
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EMU women's golf 
team takes fifth place
in two-day invitational

EMU volleyball
team competes in 
Xavier tournament
JESSICA LAROY
ASSISTANT DIGITAL EDITOR

On Sept. 2-3, the Eastern Michigan 
University volleyball squad completed 
several matches in the Xavier Tournament. 
The event was hosted in the Cintas Center 
on Xavier University's campus. The 
Eagles overall record is 0-6 after this past 
weekend.

The first game played was against 
Purdue Fort Wayne. EMU got swept 3-0 
(19-25, 21-25, 25-27). Freshman Sabrina 
Gremm collected 15 kills and 16 digs. 
Senior Samantha Basham registered eight 
kills to help. Freshman Emma McMahon 
contributed 16 digs and senior Raeven 
Chase completed five blocks.

The first match of the day was against 
Xavier, which resulted in a 3-1 loss for 
the Eagles (14-25, 14-25, 25-23, 21-25). 

Senior Krista Blakely finished with 15 
kills and a hitting percentage of .393 and 
grad student Callie Minshew completed 11 
kills while hitting .350. McMahon had 17 
digs as Gremm collected 15. Sophomore 
Mekayla Koger also had six blocks.

EMU put up a good fight against the 
University of Virginia, but still fell short 
3-2 (19-25, 20-25, 26-24, 25-20, 6-15). 
Gremm led the Eagles with a double-
double of 10 kills and 10 digs. Minshew 
contributed nine kills for 20 kills total in 
her Eagles debut. Defense was strong with 
18 digs from McMahon and six blocks 
from sophomore Madeline Timmerman.

This upcoming weekend EMU will 
travel to Chicago, IL to compete in the 
DePaul Tournament on Sept. 9-10. The 
Eagles will face Virginia Tech at 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. CT on Friday, and DePaul at 11 
a.m. CT on Saturday.
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STR8TS
No. 612 Tough

3 4 9 8 7
5 2 3 4 1 8 7 6 9
6 5 3 4 8 7

1 2 5 6 8
4 1 5 6 7 2 3

8 6 7 1 2
9 8 3 2 5 4
7 6 9 8 2 3 4 1 5

7 8 9 3 4

1
7 9

5 3
6

2
How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

1 2 3 6
7 8 1 3

3 5
5 6 7

8 1
6 9 8
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5 6 1 3 4 7 9 8 2
9 3 7 2 8 5 1 6 4
2 4 8 9 6 1 7 5 3
4 2 9 5 3 8 6 7 1
6 1 3 7 2 9 8 4 5
8 7 5 4 1 6 3 2 9
7 5 6 1 9 4 2 3 8
1 8 2 6 5 3 4 9 7
3 9 4 8 7 2 5 1 6

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 612 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

JESSICA LAROY
ASSISTANT DIGITAL 
EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s golf team traveled to 
Kewadin, MI on Sept. 4 to compete 
against Oakland University, Green 
Bay, Purdue Fort Wayne, Chicago 
State, Central and Western Michigan 
University in a two day invitational on 
A-Ga-Ming Sundance course.

Sophomore Alyssa DiMarcantonio 
finished the first day with a 76 and a two-
day score of 220 (71-73-76). She tied with 
Oakland’s Bridget Boczar. DiMarcantonio 
edged Boczar and captured her first 
collegiate win on the 57th hole at par 72.

Overall, the Eagles finished fifth with 
a cumulative score of 913 (304-301-308). 
Oakland took first place with the lowest 
score of 897 (300-297-300). Central 
finished second with a score of 900 and 
Western followed in third place with 910 

points.
Sophomore Kyleigh Dull tied 

for 10 place with a 227 (74-75-
78). Senior Natai Apichonlati 
contributed a 232 (77-75-80), 
tying for 17 place. Junior Tatyana 
Nyambane showed improvement, 
placing 35 and scoring 243 (91-78-
74). Senior Olivia Loberg placed 
42 with a 250 (85-84-81). Senior 
Adeline Lau played individually 
and tied for 43 place with a 169 
(85-84).

EMU will travel to Muncie, 
IN next to compete in the Brittany Kelly 
Cardinal Classic, hosted by Ball State 
University on Sept. 19-20. In 2021, the 
Eagles placed third of out 16 teams in the 
Cardinal Classic with a score of 611.

COMICS


