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CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

The 42nd Annual Undergraduate 
Symposium was held Friday, March 25, at 
the Eastern Michigan University Student 
Union where students were given the 
opportunity to showcase their research and 
creative projects.

EMU students presented their work 
through oral presentations, posters, and at the 
crossing lines design expo. 

“The Symposium represents so much 
of what EMU is in regard to creating 
opportunities for student academic and 
professional success,” event coordinator 
Amy Bearinger said. “The experiences 
our undergrads have as they prepare 
and participate in the event solidify 
their determination and commitment to 
excellence.”

The research topics included humanities, 
social sciences, and natural/physical sciences 
as well as performances and design-based 
projects.

Eva Long, a junior studying Public and 
Nonprofit Administration, presented their 
research project titled “Balancing Free 
Speech and Inclusion on College Campuses” 
at the Symposium. Long wanted to 
understand how EMU students think about 
free speech and how it occurs on our campus. 

“It's really important for me that all 
people regardless of what they think, or 

their background have the opportunity to 
express themselves without fear of being 
arrested, or ostracized, or heckled,” Long 
said. “However, I also acknowledge that 
some speech is harmful and degrading and 
poses a risk to marginalized communities, so 
we and public universities have to learn how 
to balance that.”

The Symposium allows students to 
immerse themselves in the research.

Students presented their work throughout 
the day, with topics ranging from “The 
Relationship Between Introversion/
Extroversion & COVID – 19 Health 
Precautions” to “Sinister Programming: A 
Discourse Analysis of Fox News’ Rightward 
Blitz.” Details of student projects can be 
found on the university’s website.

Among the research in the chemistry 
field was sophomore neuroscience major 
Ravel Ray. In his oral presentation titled 
“Differences in the Relative Abundance 
of ProBDNF & Mature BDNF in Human 
Lung Cancer Cells,” he wanted to further 
understand if the proteins present in our 
brains and in lung cancer cells played the 
same role because Alzheimer’s disease 
and cancer are two disease mechanisms at 
opposite ends of the spectrum.

“I always had a passion for 
neurodegenerative diseases,” Ray said. “I 
actually saw my great-grandmother pass 
away from Alzheimer’s disease, and I 
realized that it’s one of the hardest things for 
a family to see. So that’s where my passion 

stemmed from.”
Along with the opportunity to showcase 

the research students are passionate about, 
the Symposium offered a great deal 
of representation within marginalized 
communities. Many students in their 
presentations stressed the importance 
of seeing someone who looks like them 
studying in their preferred fields. 

“I hope, in general, that the community 
takes away that there is hope. Also, just for 
the other black boys out there that might be 
discouraged into getting into the fields of 
STEM just because of how few of us there 
are out there. Just know that there are some 
of us out there holding it down and you can 
do this,” Ray said. 

This year was the first Symposium 
in person since last year’s 41st Annual 
Undergraduate Symposium was held 
virtually for the first time to ensure safety 
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

“We were thrilled to create a space where 
so many people could engage and connect 
with our students,” Bearinger said. “While 
we feel our first ever online event was a 
success, there is something about welcoming 
everyone back to campus each spring to 
celebrate together. The energy, dialogue, and 
connections made as people journey through 
the projects showcased at the Student Center 
together is really something special.”

The 43rd Annual Undergraduate 
Symposium is expected to return next year 
with a tentative date set to March 31.

Undergrad Symposium 
returns students to  
Student Union ballroom

MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

Professors from Eastern Michigan 
University held the “Crisis in Ukraine” panel 
Tuesday, March 22, to discuss the ongoing 
invasion of Ukraine and the historical, 
cultural, political, cyber warfare, and global 
energy implications of the crisis. 

On Feb. 24, President Vladimir Putin 
of Russia announced he had ordered his 
country's armed forces to carry out a special 
military operation in Ukraine. The Russian 
military began a multi-pronged invasion of 
the entire country, which was met with fierce 
resistance by the Ukrainian people and armed 
forces, condemnation from the international 
community, severe economic sanctions from 
the United States and member states of the 
European Union, and extensive military 
assistance from NATO.

James Egg, a professor of history and 
associate dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Peter Higgins, a professor of 
philosophy and department head of History 
and Philosophy, moderated the discussion. 

The first speaker of the night was Jesse 
Kauffman, a professor of history at EMU. 
He gave a historical explanation of Ukraine. 
Putin believes there is no such thing as 
“Ukrainian” because the country was once a 
part of Russia, and he believes it still belongs 
to Russia. “In many parts of the Russian 
political and cultural elites, there still is a 
lingering belief that there is no such thing as 
a Ukrainian,” Kauffman said.

Although Ukrainians are a separate 
unit from Russia, with different cultures, 
history, dialects, and ethnic groups, Russian 
nationalists believe that Ukraine cannot be a 
separate entity.

The second speaker of the event was 
Judith Kullberg, a professor of political 
science at EMU. She spoke on how Vladimir 
Putin wants to return to Russian imperialism 
and says that he is protecting the people of 
Ukraine from the people who head their 
government. 

The “Basic Russian political model” is 
something Putin is recreating, and it revolves 
around the political power of one individual 
and is connected to imperialism. The political 
model thrives under the lack of individual 
and political freedom with xenophobia and 
deep mistrust of other countries, Kullberg 
detailed.

“Although the state seems very strong, 

TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University is hosting 
a virtual career fair Wednesday, March 30, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for EMU students and 
alumni.

The EMU 2022 Virtual Spring Career 
Fair is open to all freshman, sophomores, 
juniors, seniors, alumni, graduate, doctoral, 
and Ph.D. students.

The Virtual Career Fair is an opportunity 
for EMU students and alumni to gain 
permanent employment or internships. 
Students must pre-register for group and 
individual sessions to attend. To register, 
download the Handshake app and activate 

the account with emich credentials. Once 
activated, go to “Events,” select “This 
Month,” and register for the career fair. 

So far, the career fair has 69 employers 
and 189 registered students attending. 
Past challenges surrounding EMU career 
fairs have been students not registering for 
the events due to a lack of knowledge of 
the event and the activation and use of the 
Handshake app.

Industry employers from business, 
healthcare, arts, science, and technology 
fields attend. Virtual interview slots are 10 
minutes that serve as a meet-and-greet to talk 
about the next steps with an organization. 

“The job market is good,” Carlson 
said. “Employers need help, but they're not 

MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

Face masks were no longer required in 
most indoor spaces on campus beginning 
Monday, March 28. Eastern Michigan 
University also dropped required daily 
health screenings.

Face masks will still be required at the 
following places where people are gathered 
for extended periods:
Classrooms, labs, and other 

instructional spaces while class is in session.
Large events, including the April 

commencement ceremony and the 
Undergraduate Symposium.
The COVID-19 Testing Center, located 

in the EMU Student Center.
EMU vehicles and other shared 

transportation, such as buses .
 Private offices, up to the office 

occupant's discretion.
Daily health screenings, or the COVID 

Pass, will no longer be enforced. However, 
the university encourages students, faculty, 
and staff who are feeling sick to stay away 
from class and work. 

Students and employees who test positive 
for COVID-19, are exposed to someone who 
did, or have symptoms will still be required 
to report it to the university. 

About 91% of EMU employees and 76% 
of students who regularly attend classes 
or activities on campus have been fully 
vaccinated. Non-vaccinated students and 
employees will need to continue submitting 
COVID-19 test results. 

This decision was made after the U.S. 
Centers for Disease and Control classified 
Washtenaw County as having a “low” risk 
of transmission of COVID-19 amid lower 
case numbers, according to EMU. 

MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

Eastern Michigan University Theatre will 
close its 2021-22 season with performances 
of "The 25th Annual Puntnam County 
Spelling Bee" on April 1-3 and 8-10.

"The 25th Annual Puntnam County 
Spelling Bee" follows the story of six young 
spelling bee contestants and three adults who 
are attempting to run the show. 

The show won a 2005 Tony Award for 
Best Book of a Musical. 

Four audience members at each 
performance will be invited on stage 
to participate as guest spellers. Anyone 
interested in joining EMU Theatre on stage 

will need to bring proof of COVID-19 
vaccination and wear a mask. 

The performances April 1, 2, 8, and 9, are 
at 7 p.m.; and April 3 and 10, at 2 p.m.

Performances will be held at the Legacy 
Theatre in the Judy Sturgis Hill Building at 
1030 E. Circle Drive. 

Parking is available at the Alexander 
Guest Lot, Pease Guest Lot, Ford Commuter 
and Staff Lots, and parking meters on 
campus. Masks are required for the events. 

Tickets are $18 for regular admission, 
$14 for those 60+, and $12 for EMU 
studnents and MAINSTAGE patrons. 
Tickets are available for purchase at the Judy 
Sturgis Hill Ticket Office, by phone at 734-
487-2282, and online at www.emutix.com.

EMU professors 
offer insights on 
crisis in Ukraine

EMU relaxes COVID-19 
mask, reporting rules

See UKRAINE, page 2

‘Spelling Bee’ closes 
EMU Theatre season

Online career fair 
set for Wednesday

“SPELLING BEE,” ADVERTISED IN THE 
POSTER PICTURED ABOVE, IS ALL ABOUT 
THE MUSIC, NOT THE SPELLING. See FAIR, page 2

MICHIGAN SEN. DEBBIE DINGELL, 
RIGHT, JOINS EMU POLICE CHIEF 
MATTHEW LIGE, LEFT, AND UNIVERSITY 
PRESIDENT JAMES SMITH, CENTER, AT 
A RALLY BEFORE THE UKRAINE PANEL 
DISCUSSION TUESDAY, MARCH 22, AT THE 
EMU LAKEHOUSE.

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID REYES
PHOTO CREDIT: CAROLINE MURREL

EASTERN STUDENT MIAH BLAIN PRESENTS HER WORK ON WHITE NOSE SYNDROME IN HIBERNATING LITTLE BROWN BATS DURING 
THE UNDERGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM ON FRIDAY, MARCH 25, IN THE STUDENT UNION BALLROOM.



going to come to you; you 
need to go to them. These 
are recruiters or talent 
acquisitions. They're the 
face of organizations.” 

Employers attending the career fair are predominantly 
from Michigan and other areas of the Midwest including 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Therefore, a virtual event like 
this is convenient for both students and employers from 
anywhere to attend. 

Carlson advises students to prepare for the career 
fair by looking into employers attending and their open 
positions and to schedule a 10-minute session with 
desired employers.

“The other piece of advice I want to offer is around 
the group sessions,” Carlson said. “Commonly, students 
see the group sessions as something they have to stay the 
entire 20 minutes for. You don't. You can pop in, say hi 
and get a sense and some information, then step out. You 
do not need to stay the entire time.”

The success rate of virtual career fairs is about the 
same as in-person career fairs. However, there are 
subtle differences, such as the intimidating factors of 
a virtual platform versus the casualness of in-person. 
Nonetheless, the opportunities at the virtual career fair 

are vast.
“Students are 

less hesitant and 
trusting of the virtual 
platform,” Carlson 

said. 
“In an in-person event like when we hosted at the 

Student Center, students are meandering, so you can 
get students to connect with. So the challenge with 
virtually bringing students together with employers and 
connecting with the opportunities is different. It's an 
opportunity to introduce, meet with employers, speak 
with recruiters, and talent acquisition, and it's free.”

EMU Career Services offers support, advice, and 
judgment into students' desired career fields. Carlson 
recommends that students engage with faculty, other 
students, and the community through volunteering and 
student organizations to build a network. 

“What we know is who we know, or even better, who 
knows us,” Carlson said.

The EMU Career Service Center offers additional 
career development resources, including help with 
LinkedIn, interview prep, mock interviews, resume 
writing to cover letters, networking, prospecting, and 
pitch statements. 
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it actually has a lot of internal weaknesses because it 
relies upon oppression and domination to maintain 
its existence,” Kullberg said. “There is an inherent 
weakness and surprising fragility of the Russian political 
model.” 

The third speaker of the event was Rachel Schroeder, 
an assistant professor of sociology at EMU. Her research 
and teaching focuses on culture, politics, religion, and 
social change. Schroeder spoke on the war of religion as 
a basis for this invasion. Russia is drawing on the church 
to justify their actions and drawing on the symbols of the 
past to create something new, Schroeder says.

The fourth speaker of the event was Andrii Kashliev, 
an associate professor of computer science at EMU. He 
spoke on Russian cyber warfare against Ukraine and the 
whole world. Kashliev discussed current Russian cyber 
warfare, including the denial of service attacks, hacker 
attacks, spreading disinformation and propaganda, 
sponsoring internet “trolls,” and more. 

The final speaker of the night was Andrew Mansfield, 
an assistant professor of mechanical engineering at EMU. 
He discussed modern European power and chemical 
manufacturing. EU and Russian energy economics are 
extremely interdependent, and without Russian fossil 
fuels, the EU would lack the energy needed to run their 

countries. 
This dependence is why imposing sanctions on 

Russian energy would backfire onto the entire EU, 
Mansfield said.

"If the EU wants to use fossil fuel, it needs to look 
around, and its primary fuel is in Russia,” Mansfield 
said. “It is very difficult to transport energy long 
distances, you end up burning energy before reaching 
your destination.” 

The event ended with a Q&A portion where the 
audience could direct questions at the panelists. One 
audience member asked if an escalation of the current 
situation or prolonged fighting is expected. 

“Putin will not back down and lose face,” Kullberg 
said. “The longer it goes on, the more dangerous it 
becomes.”

Another audience member asked the panelists what 
they forsee as the war’s outcome. 

“There is a possibility that the economic pain will 
burst the rally around the flag effect we see in Russia 
right now,” Kullberg said. “That bubble will burst, and 
reality of hard times will sink in.”

For more information about the “Crisis in Ukraine” 
panel and for resources to help Ukrainians, visit emich.
edu/ukraine-panel-discussion/. 

UKRAINE: Panel talks war options

MICHAEL DEMPSTER
CRIME REPORTER

Washtenaw County Sheriff Jerry L. 
Clayton announced a new service that will 
allow community members to file police 
reports for non-emergency crimes online 
with the sheriff’s office and the Ypsilanti, Ann 
Arbor, Pittsfield Township, and Northfield 
Township police departments. 

The new reporting system allows 
individuals to create simple non-violent 
incident reports. 

This will save law enforcement staff time, 
while making more information available 
without having to dispatch a deputy. 9-1-1 
should still be used in case of emergencies. 

Washtenaw County residents can now 
report the following crimes online through 
the sheriff’s office: 

Harassing phone calls with no 
 known suspects
 Identity Theft - No known suspects
Lost property
Larceny/Theft – No known suspects
Damaged property/Vandalism
Accidental/Non-intentional 
 property damage
The Ypsilanti Police Department’s online 

reporting system includes the above crimes, 
as well as the following:
 Private property traffic crash 
 Parked unattended/returned 
 to find had been struck
Threats
 Suspicious Situation
Barking / Nuisance Dog
After the online report is filed, the 

complainant will receive an email with a 
temporary reference number. The report will 

be reviewed within three to five business 
days. Once it is approved, the complainant 
will receive an email with the incident 
number and instructions on how to obtain a 
copy of the police report from the agency the 
incident was reported to.

Three options are available for non-
emergencies: call the Washtenaw Metro 
Dispatch and request a deputy be sent to the 
location of the incident, make a report at the 
community police station, or file a report 
online.

The Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office 
asks that all of the necessary information be 
made available at the time the report is filed. 

The online police report should include: 
the complainant’s name, address, birthdate, 
phone numbers, the time frame in which 
the incident occurred, how the complainant 
became aware of the incident, a description of 

what happened, the location of the incident, a 
detailed description of the property that was 
taken and/or damaged, and copies of account 
statements or other documents for cases 

involving identity theft.
Other non-emergency incidents should be 

reported to the Washtenaw Metro Dispatch at 
734-994-2911 or by calling 9-1-1.

Sheriff launches online crime reporting
System allows Washtenaw County residents to report  
non-emergency and non-violent crimes through a website 

THE NEW CRIME REPORTING SYSTEMS ADOPTED BY THE WASHTENAW COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE, SEEN ON HOGBACK ROAD IN THIS MAY 2020 FILE PHOTO, ALLOWS 
RESIDENTS TO FILE CRIME REPORTS FROM HOME.  

PHOTO CREDIT: CARMEN CHENG

FAIR: Students can explore employment

sports

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s track & 
field team had themselves a busy weekend 
as they competed at the Raleigh Relays on 
March 24-26, and the Hurricane Collegiate 
Invitational, also on March 26. 

On the first day in North Carolina, it 
was a day full of personal-best times, as 
three EMU distance runners each produced 
a career-best performance on the Paul Derr 
Track. 

Junior Sofia Ivanko was the highlight of 
the day as she produced a career-best time 
of 35:15.15 in the 10,000m race, beating her 
previous best time of 36:18.70 in the event, 
which was set at the 2021 Mid-American 
Conference Outdoor Championships. 

Ivanko’s 35:15.15 performance marked 
the fourth best time in program history. 

Later in the day, sophomore Marcus 
Kemp reached a time of 3:50.97 in the 
1500m race, marking his personal best 
as well. Following Kemp’s personal-best 
performance, classmate Josh Hill also 
achieved a personal-best time as he finished 
with a 14:16.49 in the 5000m race to 

conclude the first day at the Raleigh Relays. 
The Eagles continued to excel in North 

Carolina on the second day of the Raleigh 
Relays. 

Junior Faith Rono displayed her 
outstanding speed as she crossed the finish 
line in the 5000m with a personal-best time 
of 16:38.89. Her performance placed her at 
sixth all-time in EMU track & field history. 
Also competing in the 5000m, sophomore 
Esme Davies had a solid performance in her 
outdoor meet debut as she completed with a 
17:24.37 time in the event.

Posting another career-best performance 
was senior Solomon Costa. Competing in 
the 3000m, Costa finished with a career-
best time of 9:11.80. Costa’s previous fastest 
time in the event was 9:35.42, which was 
set at the 2019 Mid-American Conference 
Championships. 

Concluding EMU’s time in North 
Carolina, at the Raleigh Relays, was senior 
Rebecca Odusola and freshman Chloie 
Musta. Both Odusola and Musta competed 
in the 800m with efforts of 2:14.65 from 
Odusola, and 2:19.98 from Musta. 

At the Hurricane Collegiate Invitational 
in Coral Gables, Fla. the Eagles produced 
strong performances across the board. 

Senior thrower Kadian Clarke continues 
to impress on the year as she passed her 
school-record shot put mark of 14.83m with 
a 15.51m toss. Senior Joe Duff also put on 
a stellar performance as he threw 58.75m in 
the javelin throw. 

On the track, sophomore Kilani Harvey 
finished with a time of 11.87 for fourth in 
the 100m dash, marking a personal-best. 
Classmate Kaleb Simpson ran a 21.37 in the 
200m to finish seventh overall. 

Freshman Tajay Roberts appeared in 
the 400m dash as he finished with a 48.52. 
Sophomore Noriyah Johnson ran a 55.53 in 
the same event to round out the top five. 

Sophomore Almighty Williamson 
produced a 14.14 in the 110H for a fourth-
place finish, and junior Angel Gazaway 
finished seventh in the event with a 14.11. 

In the relays, the women's 4x400m team 
with Johnson, freshman Saraiah Walkes, 
junior Mair Edwards, and senior Keypathwa 
Gibson ran a 3:43.51 to finish in third. 

For high jump, freshman Brendan Hill 
excelled in the outdoor opener as he hit 
a 2.06m clearance. Sophomore Ousman 
Kamara tied Hill’s score for a personal-best, 
while junior Nina Ward finished in third with 
a 1.66m clearance. 

Hill and Kamara’s performance of 2.06m 
in the high jump marked the best score 
since former Eagle Cameron Hart who 
reached 2.07m in the 2019 Mid-American 
Conference Championships. 

Senior Baboucar Sallah-Mohammed 
performed in the triple jump where she 
finished second with a distance of 15.35m, 
and also was in the long jump where she 

finished fourth. 
Next weekend the Eagles will be back 

in action in East Lansing as they compete 
in Michigan State University’s Spartan 
Invitational on April 1-2, at Ralph Young 
Track and Field Facility. 

For more information and to stay up to 
date with the track and field team, you can 
visit EMUEagles.com. 

EMU track and field concludes first outdoor meet 

"Students are less hesitant and 
trusting of the virtual platform."
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Released March 22, Elaine Hsieh 
Chou’s debut novel “Disorientation” 
follows 29-year-old Taiwanese American 
Ingrid Yang in the eighth year of her 
doctoral dissertation on the late Chinese 
American poet, Xiao-Wen Chou. Pushed 
by her advisor into researching a man 
she has little interest in, Ingrid makes a 
shocking discovery that could save her 
academic career—while also threatening 
to destroy it.  

Ingrid Yang has a problem: she has 
spent the last four years researching 
a man she couldn’t care less about. 
Desperate to finish, she finds a hidden 
note in the archives that she thinks is her 
key to not only finishing her dissertation 
but also upstaging her rival Vivian Vo, 
“the darling of East Asian Studies.” What 
Ingrid does not expect is to uncover the 
dark underbelly of her university, her own 
marriage, and the society she lives in. 
With the help of her best friend, Eunice, 
Ingrid falls down a rabbit hole of lies and 
is forced to confront her own prejudices 
and beliefs.  

“Disorientation” is a campus satire 
that hooked me from the very beginning. 
Although Chou made no effort to conceal 
the absurdity, I did not think the satire was 
heavy-handed and appreciated the brutal 
(and honest) light she portrays academia 
and society in. 

Ingrid begins the novel unaware of 
social justice discourse and is ignorant 
of the ways people of color face 
discrimination and brutality from white 
Americans and white institutions: white 
supremacy, yellowface, racist caricatures, 

and fetishization of Asian people and 
culture. Throughout the rest of the 
novel, however, she confronts her own 
experiences with racism—for example, 
her white friends in high school asking 
her to do her “Ying Ying” impression—
as well as her fear that she has never 
understood her place in the world as a 
Taiwanese American woman. Ingrid’s 
growth as a character was compelling 
and honest, beginning to end. Chou 
examines race through a sharp lens and is 
unflinching in her portrayal of both casual 
racism and institutionalized racism. 

The cast of characters are all 
caricatures of real personalities, yet they 
still manage to have depth, as in no person 
is 100% good or bad. Stephen, her white 
husband, is a Japanese translator that has 
only dated Asian women because they 
are “his preference.” Michael, Ingrid’s 
advisor, is the head of the Asian Studies 
department and treats his wife, Cixi, 
a Chinese woman as if she is a child. 
Eunice has her own problems as well, as 
she happens to only date alt-right white 
men, but claims it's because she “uses 
them.” All the characters are complex, 
and despite my dislike of most of them 
(ahem, Stephen), Chou did not cast them 
aside and instead explored them with 
depth.  

The last line of the book happened to 
be my favorite, and I would recommend 
reading “Disorientation” if not just for 
the epilogue. “Disorientation” is my first 
five out of five book of the year, and I am 
excited to see what Chou releases next. 

AARON HUGHES
COPY EDITOR

From the rebirth and renewal of nature to the 
excitement and enticement of the sun coming out, there 
are many elements that make up the springtime. Whether 
it be during spring cleaning and home improvements or a 
get-together outdoors, there are plenty of activities where 
the perfect spring playlist can make a day better. 

"Sunflower" by Vampire Weekend ft. Steve Lacy
What better way to start a spring playlist than with a 

song titled “Sunflower."  The indie pop-rock band teams 
up with star guitarist Steve Lacy for a brilliant track. 
The impressive rhythm and chord progression creates a 
daydream of a song. If you’re a lover of music videos, 
this video was directed by Jonah Hill and will honestly 
leaves your head spinning. 

"OPEN A WINDOW" by Rex Orange County ft. 
Tyler the Creator 

One of the best songs of 2022 so far, this Rex Orange 
County track not only features Tyler the Creator, but 
also provides some of the cleanest production. This 
duo already collaborated back in 2017 on Tyler’s 
“Flowerboy," but the new song is nearly flawless. A mix 
of instruments from tambourines, strings and piano lead 
to a golden track. The lyrics are even more refreshing as 
Rex diverges from his bleaker focuses.

"New Apartment" by Ari Lennox
The queen of Dreamville records Ari Lennox has 

plenty of feel good songs, yet “New Apartment” creates 
such a carefree feeling. Though this song symbolizes 
independence as an artist and woman it also is extremely 
melodious. This song shines brightest on her “Shea 
Butter Baby” album, and the entire tape deserves to be 
in your playlist. 

"Can't Believe It" by Matt Martians 
Matt Martians is a hidden gem in the world of music. 

Being part of not only the R&B band The Internet, but 
also was part of Jet Age of Tomorrow and Odd Future. 
This funky tune can make any day feel like a sunny day. 
His vocals alongside his guitar leads to one of the better 
R&B songs of 2021.

“Smile” by Isaiah Rashad
This song, like much of Rashad’s music, has a smooth 

and uppity beat, yet has melancholy lyrics. In this song 
Isaiah imagines how happy his hometown would be 
when he comes back home after all his success. If you 
are able to ignore the deeper meaning, the surface level 
of this song will make you crack a smile. 

“.Withallmylove” by Kami
Now, I could have recommended the song sampled 

in this track which is Michael Jackson’s “Butterfly." 
However, this J.Dilla type production gives this song a 

renewal that I didn’t know it needed. It’s a perfect song 
for a walk as it fills in all the extra background noise and 
softly confines you. 

"Back in Love Again" by L.T.D.
I am convinced that this song can only make you 

think of good times. An underrated group from the 70s, 
L.T.D. created a song full of funk, joy and horns. This 
song is strictly for when the warm weather creeps up 
whether you are on the road, at the park or just enjoying 
the breeze.

These tracks can do wonders for your playlist and just 
like the spring season, it can become a turning point for 
your mood. 

Honorable Mentions:
 "Day Dreaming" by Aretha Franklin
 "Pop Thieves" by Childish Gambino
 "Sunburn" by King Princess 
 "Carmelo" by Holychild

MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

The new movie, “The Lost City”, may be one of the funniest films 
I have seen in a long time. Sandra Bullock's comedic energy comes 
into full force in this film and makes it hilarious to watch. This movie 
feels like an early 2000s romantic bad comedy that you just love to 
watch over and over (even though it's bad).

Synopsis 
Romance author Lorretta Sage writes about exotic romantic 

adventures but never leaves her house. While promoting her latest 
book with her cover model Alan, Lorreta gets kidnaped by a billionaire 
who believes she is the only one who can find a long-lost treasure 
after her romance novel revolves around this idea. Alan, determined 
to be more than a cover model in Lorreta's eyes, sets off to save her. 
The film features a star-studded cast with Sandra Bullock as Lorretta 
Sage, Channing Tatum as Alan, Daniel Radcliffe as Abigail Fairfax, 
and Brad Pitt as Jack Trainer. 

What I loved 
Sandra Bullock and Channing Tatum make a perfect pair in this 

film. They were constantly funny and didn't have any awkward air to 
their relationship. In a scene toward the beginning of the film, they 
are meant to be this awkward author and cover model duo, but it just 
plays out as hilarious. I give the actors so much credit for making 
these lines funny and not awkward like they could've been.

The film made me laugh consistently throughout the entire thing. 
I was laughing at all the jokes, good, bad, and everything in between 
(as well as most people in the theater). I think no matter what the 
movie is about, if it can invoke a constant emotion from the audience, 
it's a good film. There was a particular scene (which is also shown in 
the trailer) that has Lorretta pulling leeches off Alan's butt, something 

that should’ve been really gross made me curl up in my seat laughing.
The plot of this film is interesting, but it doesn't really rely on 

being correct or even a comedy adventure film, it just leans heavily 
on being funny. The story does a good job at pulling you in, but I have 
to say overall the comedy makes you stay and enjoy the film.

What I didn't love 
They really wanted to beat this movie into the ground that it was 

based on a steamy romance novel. Every five seconds there was some 
kind of sexual reference or innuendo, so much so that it felt like a 
middle school lunch table. Now don't get me wrong I love a funny 
innuendo now and then, but every time someone says something it 
does not need to be one.

While some characters were funnily bad, others were cringe bad 
and I felt like their appearance was unnecessary. The social media 
manager Pratt Caprison is the biggest example of this, every time 
she showed up on screen I made an uncomfortable face. She was 
throwing weird hashtags around and trying to be “trendy”, but it just 
missed its mark entirely and felt too awkward to be funny. 

The overall plot is very interesting, but there's not a lot of 
substance to it. The movie isn't really one to look at if you're trying to 
get into an adventure-type film, as it relies heavily on the comedy and 
not so much the actual plot. Like the clues to this lost city are very 
broad and weird, and you question how one would even know what 
the symbols mean of a dead language off the top of their head.

Verdict 
If you want a movie that will give you a good laugh with good 

characters, then this film is for you. If you're looking for an adventure 
film that is also funny (but makes sense) I suggest seeing another 
film. This movie made me laugh the entire time and was worth it in 
my opinion to see.

I give ‘The Lost City’ a 3.5 out of 5. 

Hidden gems spice up spring playlist

Review: 'The Lost City' sparks 
laughter from beginning to end

Review: Chou's 
Debut asks who 
gets to tell stories

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

On March 22 Eastern Michigan 
University’s baseball team took the field 
inside Oestrike Stadium for a ball game 
against the Oakland University Grizzlies. 

In the end, EMU came up short against 
Oakland University resulting in a Golden 
Grizzlies victory. The final score was 5-4 
bringing the team’s win-loss record to 5-12 
for the season thus far.

The Eagles saw their highest scoring 
inning in the first inning where they were 
able to tally four runs. This is the sixth time 

the team scored at least four runs in a single 
inning this season.

Sophomore Nick Chittum pitched 4.2 
innings, striking out three of Oakland’s 
batters, while only allowing two hits. This 
was Chittum’s first time this season recording 
multiple strikeouts in a ballgame since May 
18, 2021 against Toledo, where he had two 
strikeouts.

This ball game against Oakland University 
marked Luke Russo's first collegiate start as 
pitcher for EMU. Russo fanned three batters 
from Oakland and allowed four runs on just 
one hit in 2.1 innings of the game, reported in 
game stats found on EMUEagles.com.

Shane Easter recorded one walk and two 
RBIs for the Eagles. This is Easter’s third 
time recording multiple RBIs in 1 game this 
season, ranking him second in RBIs amongst 
this year’s team. 

Logan Hugo also added a walk and an 
RBI while Daniel Warkentin went 1-for-4 
and also finished with an RBI. Justin Reinkall 
recorded two strikeouts in 2.0 innings for 
Eastern Michigan, tying the senior’s season 
best. 

For more information about Eastern 
Michigan’s baseball team visit EMUEagles.
com and give them a follow on Twitter @
EMU_Baseball.

EMU baseball welcomes Oakland 
in home opener; suffers a loss 

sports

EMU baseball takes 
win over Akron in 
double-header
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER 

On Friday March 25, the Eastern 
Michigan University baseball team hosted 
the home-opening series against Akron at 
Oestrike Stadium in Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

The eagles had a combined amount of 28 
runs and 29 total hits in the double-header 
win. EMU won the first game 10-9 and the 
second game 18-6.

In game one, Akron brought a 10-3 deficit 
down to just one in the ninth inning. EMU 
closed that game with a 10-9 victory. In game 
two, the Eagles were down 5-0 in the first 
inning. EMU made a huge comeback, ending 
the game with an 18-6 win over the Zips.

Senior Zach Fruit started game one on the 
pitching mound. 

Fruit went six innings, gaining a career-
best six strikeouts, only allowing four walks. 
Three of his six frames were scoreless.

Senior Brady Huebbe went two-for-four, 
tying for the team leaderboard in hits. 

Huebbe completed a triple and earned his 
EMU-career-high four RBIs. Senior Daniel 
Warkentin also went two-for-four at the 
plate. 

The upperclassmen hit a double, a home 

run, and completed a career-high-tying three 
RBIs. Junior Gabe Denton finished game one 
going two-for-four with two RBIs.

In game two, Junior Zach Gillig 
completed the victory out of the bullpen for 
EMU. 

The right-hander pitched for 6.1 innings, 
only giving up one run on five hits. Gillig 
allowed no walks and struck out seven Akron 
batters. 

Junior Mason Marquis pitched for one 
inning, allowing one hit with no walks and 
gaining one strikeout.

Warkentin ended the two game series 
with three home runs, which marks the first 
time he had back-to-back home run games 
and more than one home run in a single 
game.

The Eagles record now stands at 7-12 
overall and 3-3 in the Mid-American 
Conference as of March 25.

Next weekend EMU will host another 
weekend full of baseball against the Western 
Michigan University Broncos. On April 1, 
the game will start at 3 p.m. 

A double header will be held at 1 p.m. and 
5 p.m. on April 2. The last game will be at 1 
p.m. on April 3. These games will be hosted 
at Oestrike Stadium.

Eagle baseball team dominates 
Butler 15 to 4, at Bulldog Park
DARIUS SAVAGE
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
baseball team (3-10, 1-3 Mid-American 
Conference) traveled to Bulldog Park in 
Indiana on Saturday, Mar. 15 to face off 
against Butler in the first game of a three-
game series.

Striking first in the second inning, the 
Eagles scored the first two runs of the 
game putting Butler in a hole early. Butler 
responded with one run to bring the game to 
2-1, going into the fifth-inning.

Going into the top of the fourth, the 

Eagles’ bats came alive. The Eagles tallied 
two runs in the fourth before blowing the 
game wide open on Butler in the eighth 
and ninth innings scoring five runs in each 
securing the win for EMU 15-4.

A total of nine Eagle players tallied at 
least one hit in game one of the series versus 
Butler. 

Junior Gabe Denton lead the charge with 
a game-high of home runs with one as well 
as runs scored with four total.

Senior Daniel Warkentin was also active 
scoring three runs and hitting a double on the 
game.

EMU played three pitchers on the mound 

in the contest. Pitcher Zach Fruit played in 
six innings for the Eagles giving up one run 
seven hits and striking out two bulldogs.

Junior Trevor House played two innings 
struck out four Bulldogs and gave up zero 
runs.

Freshman Dom Anderson played one 
inning and gave up 3 runs.

The all-time head-to-head series against 
Butler now sits at, 3-3 as of March 15. 
The two programs will meet in two more 
matchups to complete a three-game series.

Following the three-game series on 
Tuesday, Mar. 22, the Eagles will host 
Oakland University at Oestrike Stadium.

Advertise with us!
Email: advisor@easternecho.com
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 588 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard
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