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‘Out of Darkness Walk’ held 
at EMU to raise awareness 
for suicide prevention
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Eastern Michigan University’s Digital 
Summer Clinic is accepting applicants for 
48 paid internships for students and recent 
graduates with local tech companies through 
April 30. 

The Digital Summer Clinic is an 
opportunity to gain experience in the 
digital industry. Students from a broad 
range of majors are encouraged to apply, 
including computer science, business, 
communications, and media arts.

The internship is 10 hours a week for nine 
weeks from mid-June to mid-August through 
Ann Arbor SPARK. Interns are paid $17 per 
hour and may individually dicusss extra-
hours opportunities with their companies. 

“Ann Arbor SPARK is an economic 
engine within southeast Michigan,” Jamie 
Ward, professor of public relations at EMU, 
said. “They provide financial support for 
interns taking part in the Digital Summer 
Clinic to drive innovation and help local 
startups succeed.” 

Teams are established among the 48 
interns and assigned to a specific company 
that needs help with projects.

“Interns work in teams of two with their 
companies on various projects, ranging from 
developing websites and apps to content 
creation, social media, and advertising,” 
Ward said. “The companies where interns 
work are clients of Ann Arbor SPARK’s 
high-tech incubator. These will be projects 
interns can highlight on their resumes and 
can allow interns to increase their relevant 
experience while still a student.”

As COVID-19 cases decrease, the plan 
is to make the internships follow a hybrid 
schedule.

“In 2022, we are planning that all 
internships will follow a hybrid model with 
most of the work remote and some in-person 
meetings,” Ward said. “Each company in 
the clinic has its own method of organizing 
remote work, but in all cases, it is some 
version of teleconferencing, calendaring, 
messaging, and file sharing... We are planning 
for all mandatory remote group meetings via 
Zoom video conference with some all-hands 
meetings live-streamed.”

Interns can expect to work with well-
known companies and mentors in the digital 
industry, including Google, Pinterest, Duo 
Security, and Zingerman’s. 

“Many of our mentors worked their way 
through school, wondered how to get into 
professional roles, and ultimately found 
their way forward,” Bud Gibson, director of 
EMU Center for Digital Engagement and the 
Digital Summer Clinic, said. “They are all 
problem solvers dedicated to helping interns 
find success.” 

The companies' past interns have worked 
within a wide variety of career fields.

“Interns have worked with companies 
involved in digital advertising, public 
relations, student loan servicing, energy-
efficient vehicle routing, healthcare logistics, 
and AI-based quality control,” Ward said.

Students can gain various benefits from 
the Digital Summer Clinic to contribute 
to their resumes, such as receiving the 
CDE-SPARK Digital Media Certification 
to indicate they have completed the clinic 
requirements. 

Interns who continue their work in the 
Ann Arbor-area’s high-tech economy and 
other regional hotspots like Detroit and 
Grand Rapids become prime candidates.

“This program is truly one-of-a-kind,” 
Jorel McCree, program mentor, and partner 
relationship manager at Pinterest, said. 
“Interns will meet mentors, peers, and 
business leaders who they will be able to 
network with for years to come. In addition, 
interns grow in confidence, public speaking, 
and understanding the value/skillset they can 
offer to an entry-level role, which will help 
them navigate their career.”

Ward said that candidates who can 
demonstrate experience of using their digital 
skills will stand out. 

“What will help your application most is 
to describe experiences in your statement of 
purpose where you used your digital skills to 
achieve a result,”  Ward said. “This could be 
for a club or personal project or on the job.”

Selected applicants will be notified if they 
have earned an interview with members of 
the mentor team. 48 interns will be selected 
for 24 companies and notified. 

Those interested in being a part of 
the Digital Summer Clinic can apply at 
DigitalSummer.clinic.

Fox 2 Detroit interviews the EMU student behind 
the University Archives’  Veterans History Project 
CARMEN CHENG
NEWS REPORTER

On February 18, 2022, EMU history 
graduate student Connor K. Ashley was 
interviewed about his work in the University 
Archives by FOX 2 Detroit. It was Ashley's 
first time meeting 91-year-old US Army 
veteran William “Bill” Volano in person, but 
he felt like he had known Bill for years.

Bill Volano, a member of the Ypsilanti 
Rotary Club and longtime resident of Ann 
Arbor, volunteered for over two decades to 
record the oral histories of veterans from 
across Washtenaw County and Michigan 
as a part of the Veterans History Project 
of the Library of Congress. Volano would 
eventually donate his decades worth of stories 
of American veterans to the EMU Archives. 
Ashley worked for months to digitize the 
video interviews donated by Volano and in 
the process, heard Bill’s voice for almost 48 
hours in total, but because he was never on 
camera, Ashley’s first meeting with Volano 
occurred during the FOX 2 Detroit interview.

“It was a great experience,” said Ashley, 
“It was a great and commendable effort that 
Bill was able to get on FOX 2 because he had 
not been on camera before. His story had not 
been told and he deserves a lot of credit for 
volunteering and documenting these stories 
over the last several decades.”

The story behind Veterans History 
Project at EMU Archives

Starting in 2000, the United States 
Congress passed a bill creating the Veterans 
History Project in order to record the oral 
histories of veterans from foreign conflicts. 
Volano was approached by a member of the 
Ypsilanti Rotary Club to see if he would be 
willing to interview veterans for the Veteran 
History Project, which is now a part of the 
American Folklife Center of the Library of 
Congress. Volano agreed and reached out to 
the Library of Congress for some funding for 
equipment but was rejected. He then reached 
out to three non-profit organizations for grant 
money for him to purchase equipment and 
materials for recording interviews.

From 2000 to the present, Volano has 
been recording histories of veterans at the 
Ypsilanti District Library on Michigan 
Ave and in different people’s homes. In 
August 2021, Volano donated a collection 
of 142 mini digital videotapes of veteran 
oral histories conducted by him and other 
volunteers, including Eastern Michigan 
University faculty and students. 

The FOX 2 interview gave Ashley the 
opportunity to talk about some famous 
people Volano had interviewed, such as 
EMU graduate and Lieutenant Colonel 
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Ann Arbor SPARK offers 
48 students digital work 
through paid internships 

John E. Lawrence Jazz Concert 
Series returns summer 2022
MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

The John E. Lawrence Summer Jazz 
Concert series returns to Ypsilanti Township 
this summer, running every Friday from July 
1 to Sept. 2 at Ford Lake Park.

Lawrence, an Ypsilanti native and 
musician, puts on this concert series as a way 
to give back to the community that's been 
supportive to him over the years. It also acts 
as a way to bring normalcy to everyone after 
the pandemic lockdown. 

“Old friends were reunited, families came 
together every Friday from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
and had a great time,” Lawrence said in a 
written statement. “It makes me feel good to 
know that I had a little something to do with 
that.”

Last year's concert series was a success, 

nearly doubling in size at each show. It began 
with around 800 people attending opening 
night; the last show in the series had over 
10,000 people in attendance.

This event is put on by Lawrence and his 
team, this year being joined by the Ypsilanti 
Township team. They're working hard to 
make this year's concert series even better 
than last year's.

“When you see things looking so good 
and running so smoothly, know that I did not 
do this alone,” Lawrence said.

The concert series runs with a production 
team, sound companies, musicians, and food 
vendors. The concert series special is made 
special because it's happening inside the 
Ypsilanti community.

“I learned that people need to be around 
other people,” Lawrence said. "Last year 
I saw the joy in people's faces, they were 

happy to be out and mingling with people 
again.”

The community will be able to experience 
professional concerts every Friday night with 
nationally-known recording artists.

Some of the artists who will be performing 
are Jeff Lorber, a Grammy award-winning 
keyboardist, producer, and composer who 
helped create the "smooth jazz" genre. 
Other artists expected to perform are Paula 
Atherton, who specializes in smooth jazz, 
and Dr. Jessie McGuire, a Ypsilanti native 
known as “The Power Trumpet.” 

There will also be local musicians in the 
mix, including saxophonist Randy Scott and 
Lord Yancyy, who are returning from last 
year's event, and Lawrence, who will be 
sharing new music.

Those interested in more information on 
the event can visit johnelawrence.com.
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Engage@EMU Creative Campus partners 
with TimeSlips for community outreach 
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Engage@EMU Creative Campus partners 
with TimeSlips, a nonprofit organization, to 
provide training to staff, students, and select 
community members and to hold events at 
the Ypsilanti Senior Center on April 7 and 14 
from noon to 2 p.m. 

TimeSlips is an organization that 
provides training and engagement 
techniques to assist those with dementia or 
any cognitive impairment through creativity 
and imagination. The training allows people 
to understand aging and learn how to 
communicate with elders better. Timeslips 
became a nonprofit in 2013 after beginning 
with one volunteer in 1998. 

Engage@EMU was created to help build 
relationships by coordinating and initiating 
partnerships between different businesses 
and organizations. The partnership with 
TimeSlips allows students to learn skills 

outside of the classroom. 
The director of Engage@EMU, Decky 

Alexander, implemented techniques in the 
past through Eastern Michigan University’s 
applied theatre classes. 

Tyler Calhoun is a graduate student at 
EMU and the program coordinator from 
Engage who’s handling the activities with 
TimeSlips. After moving to Chicago after 
graduation, Calhoun did an interview for 
his podcast with the project manager at 
Timeslips, Andrew Morton.

“One of the things he talked about is 
TimeSlips, and when I came back to Eastern 
to work for Engage, I had to talk to Decky 
about this,” Calhoun said. 

Calhoun felt the need to bring the 
program to our campus and expand with it, 
and the partnership was created. 

“We wanted to partner with TimeSlips to 
make the training available to more people 
on campus,” Calhoun said. “This would be 
so that more people can use it within the 
community and benefit from what TimeSlips 

has to offer.”
TimeSlips has virtual training that will 

teach students techniques like repetition and 
echoing to reinforce participant engagement. 
There will be six modules online and an 
option to become a certified facilitator. 
Having the certification allows you to 
become a teacher with the program.

“It's a lot of basic things that we kind 
of take for granted in this training, the key 
concepts that they teach you,” Calhoun said. 
“But the way that they structure them really 
gives you a guide on how to pull tools out of 
your belt when you need to.” 

Calhoun said imagination and compassion 
are important when communicating with 
older adults.

The partnership with TimeSlips is until 
the fall of 2022. 

EMU staff and students who are interested 
in learning more about training, email emu_
engage@emich.edu or call 734-483-5014. 
For more information about TimeSlips, visit 
their website.

'Out of Darkness Walk' held at EMU to 
raise awareness for suicide prevention

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The American Foundation of Suicide 
Prevention held the “Out of Darkness Walk” 
at Eastern Michigan University to raise 
awareness and support for those affected by 
suicide. 

The 3-mile walk around campus started at 
10:30 a.m. on April 9 at the Lake House near 
EMU’s Student Center. Upon arrival, there 
were necklaces given out to represent loved 
ones who have been lost to wear during the 
walk, as well as bubbles to blow along the 
lakeside. 

According to University of Michigan’s 
CAPS website, suicide is the #2 leading 
cause of death for college students, with 
approximately 1,100 suicides on campuses 
each year. 

“It’s such a prevalent thing especially 
after the pandemic, a lot of isolation, a lot of 
mental health concerns,” Alexandria Eibler, 
the chair of the event, said. 

AFSP’s Director of the Michigan Chapter 

Anne Perry worked with Eibler to promote 
mental health awareness around EMU’s 
campus this year. After Eibler volunteered in 
the fall for a community walk in Dexter, and 
she decided to put together a campus walk 
for the spring. With the help of the AFSP, 
Eibler was able to successfully create and 
host the event.

Eibler felt the urgency to provide clarity 
for those that need it and to reassure people 
that there is support accessible to anyone. 
She believes that this is a vital time needed to 
come together and support each other.

“It’s really important to raise awareness to 
help people understand that there are others 
out there that can support them and what 
kind of support is out there,” Eibler said.

Many volunteers helped AFSP for the 
walk to set up tables, greet and register 
guests, and pass out water and snacks 
following the event. 

Kaylen Fales, a first-year graduate student 
at EMU, attended the walk on Saturday 
morning as a supporter. She explains the 
importance of checking in on friends and 

family. 
“I think bringing mental health awareness 

is important everywhere,” Fales said. 
“Important to check on how people are 
feeling, how you’re feeling, and just to bring 
awareness to the fact that we’re not always 
feeling our best.” 

The AFSP is dedicated to providing 
support and hope for those that have been 
affected by suicide. After being founded in 
1987 by a group of volunteers, AFSP has 
grown to be a world known organization 
with local chapters in all 50 states. 

Common warning signs of a potential 
mental health crisis include depression, 
anxiety, deteriorating academic performance, 
withdrawal from friends and family, and 
lack of eating. For emergency mental 
health assistance, call the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK 
(8255), or text the Crisis Text Line at TALK 
to 741741. 

For more information on suicide 
prevention and mental health awareness, 
visit afsp.org.

Charles Kettles. The effort Volano put 
into documenting Kettles’ story of services 
successfully helped Kettles obtain the Medal 
of Honor from President Obama in 2016. 
Volano and his wife were invited to the 
White House, and President Obama said his 
name four times, which he regards as a claim 
to fame.

The week before this interview, Ashley 
was finally able to visit Volano’s house in 
Ann Arbor. “I finally did an oral history 
interview of him. No one has done a history 
of him, he is always doing this for everyone 
else. It is an honor to give him the recognition 
he deserved as part of our collection in the 
archive as well,” said Ashley. “They are a 
very fun and welcoming couple, very sprite. 
Their house is full of framed photos taken 
around the world, including photos of Queen 
Elizabeth, Prince Charles, and beautiful 
photos taken in Italy and Portugal.” 

The cataloging and digitizing process
It is the first project that Ashley worked 

on as an employee of EMU Archives. His 
task is to digitalize the materials in real-time. 
The minimum requirement is 30 minutes, but 
a lot of them run an hour and a half. Ashley 
digitized 46 interviews up to now. 

“The general process of documenting 
the interviewed veteran stories is to mail 
the physical copy of the interview and 
the paperwork to the Library of Congress 
in Washington, D.C. In most cases, they 
are responsible for digitalizing them. 
Unfortunately, it does not always happen. 
Sometimes the tapes don’t meet the 30 
minutes threshold, so they are not qualified,” 
said Ashley.

The EMU Archives received 142 
interviews in total. The first step includes 
going onto the Library of Congress website, 
finding out which ones had already been 
digitalized, then working on those that had 
not. If the names and the keywords do not 
crossover in the search, then Ashley would 
have to listen to the interview in real-time.

“The interview is all recorded on MiniDV 
tapes which cannot last for long, and their 
quality preservation can be easily affected by 
temperature changes and exposure to light. 
Fortunately, in most of the tapes we received, 
the video and audio were both available. 
Only in some of them did we have to take 
away the colors. Among 46 interviews, I 
was able to digitize 42 of them, six of them 
are deposited in Ypsilanti Historical Society 
archives, four of those we’re able to locate, 
and only two could not be digitalized,” said 
Ashley.

Ashley credits Alexis Braun Marks, EMU 
assistant professor and university archivist, as 
“the most instrumental person” in the project. 
“This is only my first project as an employee 
in the Archives, it is Professor Braun Marks 
who assists me with the situation and walks 
me through the project,“ Ashley said. 

All the digitized interviews are uploaded 
to the EMU Archives’ Veterans History 
Project website and their Youtube Channel. 

Ashley’s career development as a 
historian

Ashley studied political science as an 
undergraduate at Wayne State University, 
and he also worked as a campaign manager 
in the State House of Michigan during the 
2020 election. However, towards the end of 

his graduation, Connor realized that his real 
passion is political history. Connor switched 
to the EMU history graduate program, and it 
led to his employment in the EMU Archives.

“The first work I did in the archive was 
an internship between the College of Art 
and Science and Detroit Film for the Detroit 
Club. It was a 150 hours internship over the 
summer of 2021. I worked with the entire 
collection in all 53 boxes. There were six 
oversized drawers full of documents items,” 
said Ashley. “Digitizing all of those and 
creating a website was pretty similar to the 
process I did for the Veterans History Project. 
I was fortunate that this experience led me to 
the offer to work at the EMU Archives.” 

Ashley received his technical training 
last winter from the class GHPR 527 Oral 
History Techniques, taught by lecturer Matt 
Jones, who also manages the EMU Archives’ 
Instagram.

The EMU Archives is one of the most 
open university archives to students. 

“It is all about teaching students the 
importance of preserving documents but also 
the best use of those documents in their own 
research,“ Ashley said. There are stations for 
students for documents storage. Any students 
who are interested in using any document 
in the archive collections can schedule an 
appointment to use those resources.” 

In the future, Ashley is thinking 
about continuing in the Ph.D. program in 
history, potentially applying to the historic 
preservation program at EMU, and trying to 
continue in his career goal of working in the 
EMU Archives.

Archives: Meet Connor K. Ashley
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Underdog Jon Batiste 
wins Album of the Year 
at 2022 Grammy Awards
AARON HUGHES
COLUMNIST

The Grammy’s does not only host an 
award ceremony but also controversy. From 
ethical and racial issues, to head scratching 
nominations, every year people are waiting 
for the surprise. This year, the public was 
confused, inspired and a little ill-mannered 
to the soulful genius of Jon Batiste. 

To everyone’s surprise, Batiste's album 
“WE ARE” won best album of the year over 
many popular names. Many had artists such 
as Olivia Rodrigo, Kanye West or even Lady 
Gaga running away with the trophy, and even 
Batiste himself seemed surprised to win. 

This win led many to wonder who Batiste 
even was, due to the sad reality that he was 
not a popular name. 

Many of the population was unknowingly 

introduced to Batiste as the guy who wrote 
the soundtrack for the Disney film “Soul." 
Though an amazing soundtrack for a great 
animation movie, it is an almost shameful 
description of Batistie's full musical talent. 
Jazz or soul is typically not topping the 
Billboard charts. This man is multi-talented 
with the ability to compose, play the piano 
and direct music which not many people, 
much less most artists, can do.

His album “WE ARE” is an album of 
“love, joy and community…also the power 
of social revolution,” said Batiste per Apple 
Music. The project is full of life and has a 
story to tell from political and social issues to 
life experiences. Even ignoring the message 
and symbolism of this album, it is impossible 
to not notice the variety and cohesiveness. 
Featuring gospel choirs, Pj Morton, James 
Gadson and even Batiste’s high school 
marching band, the LP is filled with all of the 

right elements.  
Yes, there were plenty of other artists 

who also deserved this award, but there is 
no reason to not appreciate what Batiste has 
done. Not only is his body of work amazing, 
this achievement of his may lead to the 
betterment of music.

After Batiste's astonishing win, many 
realized that this was the first African-
American to win album of the year since 
Herbie Hancock in 2008. Grammy's 
historically fail to award artists of color 
any with the "big four" awards, and more 
commonly give these musicians lesser 
achievements. 

Seeing this drought end is amazing for 
the progress of music.Though it would be 
great to see Kanye West, Olivia Rodrigo, or 
any of the other nominees win, there is no 
reason to downplay what Jon Batiste and his 
amazing work has just accomplished.

Netflix's ‘The 
Bubble’ pops 
itself with its 
lackluster plot

MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

New Netflix original "The Bubble" has 
made its debut, making you question what 
kind of film you’re watching, and not in a 
good way. Since it features so many great 
actors and actresses, I went into this movie 
very interested, but when I finished the film 
I had to ask myself why I wasted the time to 
watch it.

Synopsis 
The cast and crew of a hit blockbuster 

franchise are attempting to shoot a sequel 
while quarantined in a hotel. With the lack 
of human contact and things to do besides 
work, will the cast be able to pull through 
with this film to save their studio? 

The movie stars Karen Gillan as Carol 
Cobb, Leslie Mann as Lauren Van Chance, 
Keegan Micheal Key as Sean Knox, Pedro 
Pascal as Dieter Bravo, and Fred Armisen as 
Darren Eigan. 

What I loved 
At every turn in this movie, you didn't 

know what was going to happen or who was 
going to show up. I couldn't really keep track 
of how many twists and turns this movie had, 
and that kept me interested throughout. Not 
to mention, every five seconds I felt like there 
was a new famous actor coming in (I'm not 
sure how Netflix got all these people into this 
movie) but it definitely kept me interested.

The music in the movie worked really 
well. When a movie has a bad soundtrack it 

can be hard to stay interested, but this film 
used a lot of popular music to me in and it 
made the scenes more interesting. From 
doing TikTok dances, to Doja Cat, to crazy 
sequences using Miley Cyrus songs, the 
music really makes this film bearable. 

What I didn't love 
The comedy was lackluster. I think I 

laughed maybe two times throughout the 
entire movie, which shouldn’t be the case 
in a satirical movie. The whole,  "we're in a 
pandemic and trying to make a movie" thing 
just felt tone-deaf to me, not funny. I could 
definitely see where they were trying to be 
funny, but It just didn't play off well for me.

As I mentioned in the previous section, 
there were a lot of people in this film and 
it made it confusing to follow all of the 
concurrent plot lines. I think what made 
the movie interesting was also its downfall, 
because your attention was being pulled in 
twenty different directions. We're following 
a relationship between actors, breakdowns 
between others, all while trying to film this 
movie, which resulted in too much noise 
going on at once.

Verdict 
I can say sitting through the two-hour 

movie, I didn't hate It, but didn't completely 
enjoy it either. It was a film that was mind-
numbing, to say the least. If you enjoy satire 
or a movie where you really don't know 
what's going to happen next, you may enjoy 
this film.

I give ‘The Bubble’ a 1 out of 5. 

PIPER COE
COLUMNIST

“Sea of Tranquility” was released on 
April 5 and is Emily St. John Mandel’s new 
novel that is part time travel, part speculative 
fiction, and part mystery that asks: how do 
we handle knowing our lives might be an 
illusion?

Switching between multiple perspectives, 
the novel begins in 1912, with Edwin St. John 
St. Andrew exiled from his home in England 
following an unfortunate dinner party. 
He sails across the Atlantic by steamship 
and winds up in the fictional settlement of 
Caiette, where he experiences something in 
the woods so incomprehensible, he believes 
he imagined it: “He has an impression of 
being in some vast interior…there are notes 
of violin music, there are other people around 
him, and then an incomprehensible sound.”

More than a century later, we meet 
Mirella, a woman who wants to reconnect 
with her former friend, Vincent, because 
she believes she has knowledge of a Ponzi 

scheme that left her in financial ruin and 
her husband deceased. Attending a concert 
hosted by Vincent’s brother, she witnesses 
a clip of a thirteen-year-old Vincent in the 
summer of 1994 that shows the same thing 
Edwin experienced years prior in the same 
woods.

Olive Llewellyn, a resident of the second 
moon colony, is an author touring on earth 
in 2203 following the release of her book, 
“Marienbad,” a post-apocalyptic novel 
about a pandemic. In her novel, she writes 
of a character experiencing “a fleeting 
hallucination of forest, fresh air, trees rising 
around him, a summer’s day.”

In 2401, Gaspery-Jacques Roberts, a 
security officer of the Grand Luna hotel 
on the first moon colony, is hired by the 
Time Institute to investigate these strange 
occurrences, anomalies, or potential glitches 
in time. He travels back and forth in space 
and time, interviewing and interacting with 
those who experienced these unnatural 
events. Throughout his travels, he grapples 
with the fragility of human life—questions 
about humanity and responsibility arise that 

threaten to destroy everything he has worked 
for.

“Sea of Tranquility” was not great 
until the end. The beginning started slow 
and did not gain momentum until halfway 
through the novel when it became genuinely 
interesting. Despite some parts being slow 
for me, Mandel's writing is incredibly fluid 
and gripping and never failed to keep me 
reading.

While I love a book that has interwoven 
plotlines and multiple narrative perspectives, 
the switch between times felt rushed at parts. 
For the first time, I wanted the book to be 
longer so the reader could spend more time 
with the characters to fully understand their 
motivations. The ending was extremely 
satisfying and felt complete, even if the rest 
of the novel did not.

The exploration of simulation versus 
reality, technology, loss, sickness, belonging, 
and love was impactful despite the short 
novel length.

I would recommend “Sea of Tranquility” 
by Emily St. John Mandel and rate it 3.5 out 
of 5 stars.

'Sea of Tranquility' by 
Emily St. John Mandel

Newlyn Stephenson 
joins top five throwers 
in EMU's record book
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University track & 
field team competed at the Tennessee Relays 
on April 7 through April 9 at Tom Black 
Track at LaPorte Stadium.

On the first day, junior Newlyn 
Stephenson and sophomore Miranda Cadwell 
highlighted the day, both achieving top-10 
performances for the program. Stephenson 
threw a personal-best throw of 64.36m, 
topping his previous record of 63.97m. 

The performance put Stephenson in the 
top five of the EMU track and field record 
books, surpassing former Eagle Keith 
Williams. 

Meanwhile, Cadwell also saw a personal-
best as she threw 51.17m to place herself 
at sixth all-time in the EMU record books. 
Senior Kadian Clarke also performed, where 
she tossed a 56.59-meter throw to finish 
ninth overall in the competition. 

On day two in Knoxville, Tenn., seniors 
Kadian Clarke and Chukwusom Enekwechi 
highlighted the day where they competed 
in shot put. Clarke would finish seventh in 
women's shot put, where she threw a 13.90m 
throw, while Enekwechi finished eighth in 
the men's shot put with a 16.54m throw. 

Cadwell also competed in the women's 
shot put, where she produced a throw of 

12.65m to place fourteenth. 
Senior Joe Duff competed in the javelin 

throw, while fellow classmate Dahndray 
Holmes competed in the long jump. Duff 
would finish eleventh with a 49.27m throw, 
while Holmes finished in thirteenth with a 
6.42m jump. 

On day three, the Eagles saw some 
production from triple jump and discus 
performers. 

Cadwell produced a discus throw of 
45.58m, which was just .08 meters away 
from tying the school record, according to 
EMU athletics. Clarke would also perform 
in the women's shot put where she tossed a 
39.30m for sixteenth place.  

Meanwhile, senior Alisha St. Louis saw 
a season-best triple jump of 11.76m to place 
fifth. While Holmes showed out in the men's 
triple jump, finishing with a 14.27m jump for 
fourth place. 

Next up, the Eagles’ distance runners 
will head to California for Azusa Pacific 
University’s Bryan Clay Invitational, April 
13 through April 15. Meanwhile, other 
members of the EMU track & field team 
will be competing at the Don Kleinow 
Invitational on April 14, hosted by Siena 
Heights University. 

For more information and to stay up to 
date on all EMU track and & field info, you 
can visit EMUEagles.com.

spOrts
Kadian Clarke beats EMU shot put record
DARIUS SAVAGE
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s track 
team traveled to East Lansing on April 1 to 
compete in the two-day Spartan Invitational.

During day one of the Spartan 
Invitationals, the Eagles' throwers had 
a solid showing with an individual first-
place performance, two-second place 
performances, and two new personal records 
for additional Eagle teammates.

Senior thrower Kadian Clarke placed first 
in the women’s hammer event with 55.64m.

Ariel Floyd added to the dominant 
throwers' performances, recording second 

place in the hammer events with a best of 
54.02m.

In the men's events, junior Newlyn 
Stephenson finished in second place with 
a hammer throw scoring 63.96m, just 0.1 
meters off his personal record.

Going into day two of the Spartan 
Invitational, the Eagles continued to record 
dominant performances and break personal 
records.

Junior Eddie Zuercher competed in the 
800m for the first time and finished with a 
time of  1:57.11, tallying the seventh fastest 
time of day two at the Spartan Invitational.

Clarke continued her dominance from 
day one of the Spartan Invitationals, 
recording another career day by breaking her 

personal record in discus hurling of 45.05m, 
while also breaking a school record in shot 
put with a record of 15.63m.

Next weekend, EMU will split up to 
compete in multiple track meets on April 
7-9. The Eagles will travel to Knoxville, 
Tennessee to compete in the Tennessee 
Relays. The Eagles will also compete at 
Coral Gables, Florida in the Hurricane 
Alumni Invitational. The third track and 
field event will keep the Eagles in Michigan 
to face off in the Golden Grizzlies Invite on 
April 8-9.

For more information and to stay up to 
date with the track and field team, you can 
visit EMUEagles.com.

Sports Editor
sports@easternecho.com

Christian Byers

EMU Track and Field competes 
in Golden Grizzlies Invitational
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On April 8 and 9, members of the Eastern 
Michigan University track and field team 
traveled to Rochester, MI to compete in 
the Golden Grizzlies Invitational. Other 
teammates participated in the Hurricane 
Alumni Invitational Coral Gables, FL and 
the Tennessee Relays in Knoxville, TN.

Junior Chevonne Wheeler and freshman 
Maleah Scott both competed in their first 
collegiate heptathlon, which included the 
100-meter hurdles, high jump, shot put, and 
the 200-meter dash on Friday and long jump, 

javelin, and the 800-meter dash on Saturday.
Wheeler finished first in the 200-meter 

dash and placed third overall in the heptathlon 
event on Friday. Scott placed seventh overall 
and bested her high jump and shot put from 
the indoor season.

On Saturday, Wheeler placed first in 
the 800-meter dash with a time of 2:21.96. 
Wheeler finished second in her first collegiate 
heptathlon with a total of 4,285 points. Scott 
placed seventh in the heptathlon with 3,566 
points.

Junior Lexie Seifert recorded a time of 
4:40.48 in the 1500-meter run. Junior Eddie 
Zuercher set a personal record of 4:02.78 for 
the 1500-meter run.

Freshman Zariah Paul also recorded a 
new personal best in discus, throwing a total 
of 26.61 meters.

In a post-event press conference with 
EMU athletics, coach Sue Parks shared 
her thoughts on the "bright spots" and 
improvement areas for the EMU track and 
field team.

"The weather was a factor at Oakland 
and Tennessee but we have to learn to be 
mentally tough in all conditions. Overall, we 
took some steps forward this weekend and 
that's what we need to be doing at this point 
of the season,” said coach Parks.
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 590 Tough Previous solution - Medium
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