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EMU Faculty Senate votes 
‘no confidence’ in President 
Smith and other officials 
MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
Faculty Senate has voted "no confidence" 
in President James Smith and two of his top 
aides, Chief of Staff Leigh Greden and Chief 
Financial Officer Michael Valdes. 

67% of faculty senate members were 
in favor of no confidence in Smith, 60% in 
favor of no confidence in Greden, and 81% in 
favor of no confidence in Valdes, according 
to the resolution. The results of the vote were 
shared with the EMU Board of Regents for 
their Thursday, Dec. 9 meeting. 

The EMU Faculty Senate is calling for 
“corrective action” to address the “leadership 
failures” of Smith. They are also asking for 
an “appropriate balance” between the Board 
of Regents, faculty, and administration, 
according to the resolution. 

The EMU Faculty Senate is requesting 
the termination of Smith’s presidency if he is 
unwilling to pursue this balance and correct 
these failures in leadership, according to the 
resolution. 

This resolution comes after EMU’s 
alleged $200 million proposal to privatize 
dorm buildings was discussed by the EMU 
Faculty Senate in November. The EMU 
Faculty Senate said they are “no longer 
confident” in Smith’s leadership, according 
to the resolution. 

“This decision came after significant 
efforts to work with the administration 
since 2016, when President Smith was 
hired without any faculty input,” Suzanne 
Gray, president of the EMU Faculty Senate 
and professor of university library and 
women’s and gender studies, said in a written 
statement. “Pushing to sell off student 
dorms in the middle of a pandemic was 
the straw that broke the camel’s back. The 
administration made a big show of soliciting 
‘input,’ but it is clear that this decision had 
already been predetermined. Why would we 

want to lose control of student housing – and 
likely increase costs to our students – at a 
time when campus safety is more important 
than ever?  We have not gotten a clear answer 
as to why now is the right time to pursue this 
project.”

The EMU Faculty Senate’s resolution 
details issues they say have not been 
adequately addressed by Smith, including: 

Failure to listen to faculty concerns 
regarding classroom conditions and 
requirements for campus activities during the 
COVID pandemic. 

Lack of timely follow up on the Higher 
Learning Commission’s concerns expressed 
in the 2017-2018 accreditation visit, 
including timely action on updating and 
integrating a revised strategic plan, and 
transparency and shared decision making in 
addressing financial concerns.

Lack of timely follow up on the 
President’s Commission’s recommendations 
in 2017 to make EMU a more equitable and 
welcoming campus for Black and Indigenous 
students, as well as other students of color.

Moving forward with a Request for 
Proposals for privatizing campus housing in 
a time of great uncertainty, despite opposition 
from the University Budget Council, 
including its student representatives, and 
clear opposition from the faculty.

Approved the letter of intent to sell the 
Owen Building without having an adequate 
plan in place to house the College of 
Business.

“We don’t take this decision lightly,” 
Gray said in a written statement. “President 
Smith and his administration have repeatedly 
ignored our concerns and abandoned the 
value of shared governance that is essential 
to a successful teaching and learning 
community.  The university’s academic 
mission has not been in the foreground in any 
of the decisions cited in these resolutions.”

Smith responded to the EMU Faculty 
Senate’s resolution on Tuesday, Dec. 

7, saying that the university has “never 
considered privatizing student housing.” 

“Specifically, EMU is exploring working 
with an experienced partner who would 
provide the financing for new and renovated 
housing facilities on campus that would be 
owned and managed by EMU,” Smith said 
in a written statement. 

“We are aware that some members of 
the Faculty Senate are concerned about our 
plans that will result in a transformative 
modernization of University housing,” Smith 
said in a written statement. “Discussions 
about improving student housing have been 
underway with our campus community for 
three years, and we plan to continue to work 
with the faculty members who are concerned 
about these efforts to clear up misinformation 
and to share the benefits of our housing plans. 
The planned transformation of University 
housing is consistent with the revitalization 
of academic facilities and technology 
on campus in recent years, including the 
complete modernization and expansion of 
our science complex and our engineering and 
technology center.”

EMU Board of Regents Chair Eunice 
Jefferies responded to the faculty senate’s 
resolution in a written statement on Monday,  
Dec. 5.

“I am aware of the Faculty Senate's 
actions regarding the recent resolutions. 
While I respect the very important role and 
recognize the excellence of our faculty in the 
academic mission of the University, I want 
it to be clear that President Smith, the others 
named in the resolutions and the University 
administration, have my full support… The 
Board of Regents will continue to listen and 
work closely with our students, faculty, staff 
and administration as we move forward on 
behalf of the University. I am proud of the 
exceptional work among all of our respective 
partners and highly value our continued 
dialogue, and continued progress, in the 
months ahead.” 

TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

The Department of Africology and 
African American Studies at Eastern 
Michigan University received a gift of 
Maasai jewelry from donors who had 
purchsed the jewelry during travel at a 
ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 8. 

“The jewelry sets are from their several 
trips to the East African homelands of Maasai 
people,” Professor Victor Okafor, head of 
the Department of Africology and African 
American Studies at EMU, said in an email. 

The Maasai jewelry sets are products of 

beadwork, which are a vital aspect of Maasai 
culture, Okafor said. 

“The jewelry sets are aesthetically 
beautiful and internationally acclaimed 
symbols of the cultural values and traditions 
of the Maasai people,” Okafor said.

The Jewelry Gift Presentation Ceremony 
involved David Victor, professor of 
management and international business at 
EMU, presenting the set of Maasai jewelry 
to the AAAS department in the Pray-Harrold 
auditorium.

“[We] feel notably valued and honored 
by this gift," Okafor said. "It indicates to us 
that, after all, some watchful members of 

this learning community view us as a valued 
presence rather than as a dispensable budget-
balancing nuisance."

The AAAS department will showcase 
the donated Maasai jewelry to highlight its 
academic significance.

 “[We] intend to deploy the jewelry gift in 
a manner that would noticeably contribute to 
the advancement of its educational mission,” 
Okafor said. 

EMU's Department of Africology 
and African American Studies 
receives gift of Maasai jewelry 
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RONIA-ISABEL CABAN-
SAG
NEWS REPORTER

Bridge Community Cafe, a new coffee 
shop and community space near Michigan 
Ave. and S. Adams St., celebrated its grand 
opening on Wednesday, Dec. 8. 

Maria Pomo Castillo, an EMU alumna, 
Noon Ladd, and Sierra Lambert, a current 
political science student at EMU, co-founded 
and co-own the business. All three have a 
background in mutual aid and frontline work 
abroad. Bridge Community Cafe, they said, 
is inspired by different community spaces 
they’ve spent time in around the globe. 

“Something through all of our travels 
we’ve experienced or visited. . . is radical 
coffee shops and organizing spaces, and 
true community gathering spaces,” Pomo 
Castillo said. “And so we’re like, ‘Ypsi is 
lacking that.’ And we were bringing a lot of 
different ideas into one central location.”

Global partners
“Being Bridge Community Cafe, we 

do want to be a bridge for people in this 
community, and to other communities as 
well, and to sort of create this network that 
extends beyond Ypsi, and hopefully reach a 
wider range of people to sort of uplift their 
business,” Ladd said.

With the global community in mind, 
the Bridge Community Cafe team chose to 
collaborate with Queer Wave Coffee. The 
Oakland, California-based coffee roasting 
company was founded by Cheyenne Xochítl 
Love, an Indigenous, two-spirit, non-binary 
trans woman. Love employs an equitable 
trade model when buying coffee beans 
from an indigenous farming community in 
Honduras.

“The fair trade price for coffee is like 
$1.70 per pound,” Lambert said. “But for 
the green beans, Cheyenne pays $4. So she 
has an equitable trade model for coffee, so 
everybody is getting paid the same amount.”

Ladd, Lambert, and Pomo Castillo 
also meet about once a month with the 
representatives from their sister cafe, a 
restaurant and cultural center called La 
Red Kat, to exchange ideas. Based in 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, the center has 
been successful in encouraging ex-migrants 
to return to and rebuild the local community. 
They hope Bridge Community Cafe will 
serve as a similar hub in Ypsilanti.

Community programs
The team made it a priority to make the 

cafe accessible and affordable, starting with a 
“Pay-it-Forward” program. Patrons have the 
option to buy a coffee sleeve that serves as a 
voucher for a free coffee for another patron 
who may not be able to afford their own. 
Soon, the cafe will also be serving soup once 
a week at a pay-what-you-can rate.

While they plan to host a variety of 
educational programs in the future, including 
community medic trainings and “Know Your 

Rights” trainings for immigrants and youth, 
Ladd wants local organizers and creatives to 
know that they’re more than welcome to use 
the space for their own events.

“We would love, also, just people within 
the community with ideas, wanting to do 
a poetry reading, or wanting to do a film 
screening, or even just a craft night,” Ladd 
said. “Having people also approach this 
space with ideas, and not just be us.” 

“Also, everybody loves coffee,” Lambert 
added. “So not everyone wants to come and 
be like, ‘Oh, let me go donate or let me go do 
that, or go out of my way to do this thing.’ 
But if you’re here, you come to get coffee, 
you see something going on, then you might 
be more inclined to get involved. So really, 
coffee is the bridge too.”

Starting a business mid-pandemic
All three women are first-time business 

owners, and pandemic-related public health 
guidelines have kept them on their toes. 
They’ve spent the last few months making 
decisions about whether to mandate masks, 
how to best space out seating, and how to 
navigate another lockdown. 

The business has already seen the impact 
of supply chain shortages. One order that 
was supposed to arrive two days before the 
cafe’s grand opening ended up coming a day 
after the big day. 

Lambert also pointed out that businesses 
that started mid-pandemic didn’t have 
the same financial safety net as already-
established businesses.

“The businesses that started before 
COVID got a lot of relief, but if you started 
in the middle of the pandemic, there was no 
incentive for that,” Lambert said. “. . .We’ve 
run into that so many times. We think we’re 
eligible for one thing, and it’s like, ‘No, if 
you weren’t established before this date, 
you’re not.”

A welcoming space
The art that graces the cafe’s walls is 

visible even from the sidewalk. Artist Natia 
Stanley, a friend of Lambert’s, painted the 
three main murals. Lambert’s original vision 
for the space included a swarm of butterflies 
to symbolize migration across borders. She 
also wanted to incorporate the coat of arms 
displayed on the Mexican flag. 

“I just was like, ‘Alright, well this is what 
we have. We don’t know.’ And then [Stanley] 
really just put it together and broke it up into 
three big murals rather than one.” 

Exemplifying their idea of community, a 
quote is displayed on the wall by the entrance 
from writer and educator Gina Valdé.

 “Hay tantísimas fronteras que dividen 
a la gente, pero por cada frontera existe 
también un puente."

Which translates to, “There are so many 
borders that divide people, but for every 
border there also exists a bridge."

More information can be found 
about Bridge Community Cafe at 
bridgecommunity.cafe.

EMU student
and alumna open
community-minded 
cafe in downtown 
Ypsilanti

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CAFÉ, LOCATED ON W MICHIGAN AVE, YPSILANTI, IS 
DECORATED WITH COLORFUL MURALS AND FURNITURE. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROLINE MURREL
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MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

Lot G, home of JS lemonade and 
Who’s Cooking, opened its doors at 20 N. 
Washington Street in October.

Lot G is a family-owned and operated 
restaurant that features the community 
heavily.

“Lot G Home is our tagline,“ Alycia 
Robinson, operator of Lot G, said. "We 
wanted to create a place that felt like home 
for people."

Lot G found JS Lemonade, a small local 
business, and knew that they had to market 
it, Robinson said. Alycia Spencer created 
JS Lemonade, which is named after her two 
sons John and Steven who help her run it. 
They formed a partnership, and when Lot 
G opened their new space, they invited JS 
Lemonade to come with them. 

JS Lemonade operates out of Lot G and 
offers many unique flavors, including lemon, 
nectarine, mango, blueberry, strawberry, and 

pineapple.
Who’s Cooking is a brainchild of Lot G 

and gives space for chefs of all calibers to 
showcase their crafts. Chefs are able to rent 
out Lot G and host their own restaurant for 
a day. Lot G provides the rental space, a full 
kitchen, and a cashier: everything to get the 
true restaurant experience. 

“Lot G’s main focus is the community,” 
Robinson said. “If one person wins, we all 
win”.

Some of Lot G’s feature items include 
chicken sandwiches, smoked brisket 
sandwiches, Lot G’s BYOB (build your own 
burger), as well as homemade sweets. Lot G 
also offers breakfast and lunch, and breakfast 
runs daily from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Breakfast 
items range from omelets to chicken and 
waffles.

Lot G adds new things to the menu every 
month, to keep up with their additions you 
can follow them on their social media. 

“Lot G is a place where you could get 
good food and good vibes,“ Robinson said. 
“It’s a space for everyone."

'If one person wins, we 
all win.' New restaurant 
in Ypsilanti focuses on 
the community
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Motive still unknown after Ypsilanti man 
charged with felonious assault, says 
Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office
MICHEAL DEMPSTER
NEWS REPORTER

A 32-year-old man from Ypsilanti was 
arraigned on one felony account of assault 
with intent to do great bodily harm, and 
is out on bail and is awaiting a probable 
cause hearing for Thursday, Dec. 16, the 
Washtenaw County 14A-1 District Court 
said. 

Charles Michael Smith was arrested on 
charges of assaulting a 30-year-old man 
from Inkster in Ypsilanti Township on Oct. 
4, according to the Washtenaw County 
Sheriff’s Office. The assault happened near 

the intersection of North Ford Blvd. and 
Forest Avenue.

When deputies arrived at the scene 
of the crime, they found the Inkster man 
beaten with severe injuries, according to the 
Washtenaw County Sheriff’s office. He was 
taken to the hospital soon after he was found.

Smith was then arrested without incident 
after being located shortly after the assault 
took place, according to the Washtenaw 
County Sheriff’s office.

Smith was arraigned at the Washtenaw 
County 14A-1 District Court on Dec. 5. 
According to the case file released by the 
Washtenaw County 14A-1 District Court,  

Smith had his bond set at $10,000 cash or 
surety. 

As of Friday, Dec. 10, Smith’s motives 
are unknown, and the cause of what led up to 
the attack is currently being investigated by 
Ypsilanti police, according to the Washtenaw 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Smith could face up to 10 years in prison 
if charged with the intent to do great bodily 
harm, According to the Washtenaw County 
Sheriff’s office.

We The People
Opportunity Farm helps 
formerly incarcerated 
people re-enter society

CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University alumni 
Melvin Parson spent much of his weekends 
in farmer’s markets in Ann Arbor. While 
browsing the selections, he realized that there 
was no one that looked like him shopping 
and selling produce and food, so he started 
to grow his own food to sell at the farmer’s 
market. 

Parson transformed a community garden 
into an even bigger project. In 2018, he 
started the non-profit organization, We The 
People Opportunity Farm. His vision was to 
create a farming system that would support 
formerly incarcerated men and women. 

Formerly incarcerated people oftentimes 
face many barriers to successfully reentering 
society, according to Parson. Through facing 
an uphill battle in finding job opportunities 
and a number of social stigmas, their ability 
to get back on their feet is scant.

“We The People Opportunity Farm is a 
place where we value people such as myself 
who have been written off or discarded in 
ways,” Parson said. “We show that value 
by paying them a fair living wage, treating 
them with kindness and dignity, and working 
continuously to figure out ways to best help 
and support folks. It's a place of opportunity.”

Many of the people employed at We 
The People Opportunity Farm are from 
Washtenaw County. Parson works with 
many different programs that are involved in 
the re-entry process.

“They come from Washtenaw County 
and my relationship with the Washtenaw 
County Sheriff's Office," Parson said. “The 
Michigan Department of Corrections has a 
re-entry program, and many of them come 
from those places and our connections with 
those folks."

According to the Prison Policy Initiative, 
as many as 27% of formerly incarcerated 
Americans are out of work, and one of 
Parson’s goals for the formerly incarcerated 
people working on the farm is to coach them 
on career building and financial literacy.

We The People Opportunity Farm offers 
a nine-month paid internship program for 
men and women returning home from 
incarceration, according to their website. 
After completion, they look to guide their 
interns towards continued education and 
employment in the food, nutrition, and health 
services industries."

We The People Opportunity Farm’s 
mission statement is to “change the soil in 
the lives of those we come into contact with.” 

“Instead of taking this unhealthy plant 
out of this bad soil its in and nursing it back 
to health, then what do you do with the 
plant once its back to health?” Parson said. 
“Do you stick it back in the unhealthy soil 
or focus on changing the soil and leave the 
plant where its at? And that's the motivation 
for our mission, changing the soil in the life 
of those we come into contact with."

PHOTO COURTESY OF MELVIN PARSON

Ypsilanti City Council 
discuss opportunities 
to enhance and protect 
trees and forests
CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

Ypsilanti City Council met to discuss the 
city’s natural resource concerns, resolutions, 
and more on Tuesday, Dec. 7.

The Washtenaw County Conservation 
District presented a "Community Trees Pilot 
Project" that they would like to run in the 
city. Its mission is to assist residents with the 
conservation, management, and wise use of 
natural resources. 

In 2020, Washtenaw County residents 
passed a millage, in which funds collected 
would be invested to preserve the land 
throughout Washtenaw County. Prior to this, 
the Washtenaw County Conservation District 
was supporting itself, running off the revenue 
of their tree and shrub sales. Now with this 
steady stream of funding, they are trying 
to build their programs and outreach to the 
different communities in Washtenaw County. 

“It [The Community Trees Pilot 
Program] was inspired by a county-wide 
natural resource assessment survey which 
is something that we do every five years,” 
Summer Roberts, Community Forester at 
Washtenaw County Conservation District, 
said. “We found that the top three natural 
resource concerns for residents in Washtenaw 
County are land use, forests and woodlots, 
and water quality and temperature.”

Trees are a vital part of a community 
because of the many benefits they offer, 
according to The Washtenaw County 
Conservation District. They provide clean 

oxygen to breathe, cleaner air and water, and 
they offer improvements to our mental and 
physical health. 

“Student contactors will use GSI to 
assess the current distribution of trees in 
the pilot community and also present some 
potential priority planting areas, and we’re 
hoping to get community input to help us 
figure out how to help us tailor that to each 
community,” Roberts says. “Some examples 
include tree canopy, impervious surface, 
development trends looking into the future, 
as well as priority planting scenarios that 
could be based on equity, they could be based 
on an ecological benefit lens, or it could be 
ease.”

After the presentation, council members 
had a chance to address any comments or 
concerns regarding "Community Trees Pilot 
Project." Councilmember Steve Wilcoxen 
shared his views on the project and shared 
how important this conversation is. 

“We get a lot of complaints because a 
lot of the neighborhoods when they were 
developed, were planted with maple trees. 
With recent windstorms, these trees drop 
a lot of limbs and put a very small portion 
of our community out of power,” Wilcoxen 
said. "But that's happening all over the city… 
and we need to think proactively about how 
we are going to remove those and also how 
we are going to replace them. So I think this 
is a very timely conversation.”

To learn more about the Community Trees 
Pilot Project and to take the community-
specific survey, visit washtenawcd.org.

Governor Whitmer reveals 
massive refund plan for 
Michigan drivers
AREENA BASMADJIAN
NEWS REPORTER

Governor Whitmer announced on 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, that $3 billion in refunds 
from the surplus of the catastrophic care fund 
will be returned to Michigan drivers in her 
latest press release. 

Michigan drivers can expect a refund 
of $400 per vehicle, including insured 
motorcycles as well, and many will begin to 
receive checks in the second quarter of 2022. 

Whitmer worked alongside the 
Michigan Department of Insurance and 
Financial Services (DIFS) and the Michigan 
Catastrophic Claims Association (MCCA) to 
develop the return policy and to administer 
these refunds to Michigan drivers. 

“Michiganders have paid into the 
catastrophic care fund for decades, and I am 
pleased that the MCCA developed this plan 
so quickly after unanimously approving my 
request to return surplus funds to the pockets 
of Michiganders,” Whitmer said. “We are 
working together to put Michigan drivers 
first, and I am directing DIFS to ensure that 
the MCCA and Michigan’s auto insurance 
companies accurately, fairly, and promptly 
issue these refunds.”

Michigan has one of the highest car 
insurance rates in the country. A large 

component of this was due to the fact that 
in the past, Michigan required all drivers to 
buy unlimited Personal Injury Protection into 
their insurance plans. 

Despite auto insurance reforms that 
were passed in July, 2020 to eliminate the 
required unlimited PIP to help reduce the 
cost of insurance for drivers, Michigan auto 
insurance still remains one of the highest in 
the country. 

These refunds will be redistributed 
to Michigan drivers who have an auto 
insurance policy in force by 11:50 p.m. on 
Oct. 31, and the individuals who meet this 
requirement will not have to take action to 
receive a refund. 

MCCA’s policy to return the surplus 
funds to Michigan drivers comes after 
Whitmer called upon the MCCA to provide 
refunds after noting that the fund had 
increased by $3 billion since 2019, in which 
Whitmer had approved and implemented an 
auto insurance bill that lowered premiums 
and provided affordable medical coverage. 

“These refunds are a major win for all 
drivers—especially Detroiters—who have 
paid the highest insurance rates in the nation 
for decades,“ Lt. Governor Gilchrist said. 
"There is still work to be done, and Governor 
Whitmer and I will continue to take action in 
the best interest of Michigan drivers."

JULIANA LUMAJ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Let me tell everyone something — There 
were some serious doubts that The Eastern 
Echo would continue after COVID-19.

We had 3-4 writers on the whole team, 
no news editor, no sports editor, and no 
managing editor.

This happened as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic as people reasonably 
decided to take time off and tend to much 
more important things in their life.

So, it was definitely a rocky start and not 
how I imagined my last semester at Eastern 
Michigan University. I’ve always had a great 
desire to be editor-in-chief, as some of the 
most amazing journalists I look up to were 
EIC at their own university. However, I 
didn’t know if I could handle re-building an 
entire team.  

Nevertheless, the editors who stuck 
around, Layla McMurtrie, Caleb Burlingame, 
Nick Megdanoff, Valerie Goodwin, Courtney 
Mortier,  Jenna Robinson, and our amazing 
advisor, Christine Uthoff, were there to help 
The Echo make a great comeback. 

We established new policies and 
initiatives, recruited several students, and 
created a new precedent of what The Echo 
stands for moving forward.

This was one of the most valuable 
learning experiences I’ve had during my 
college experience. I’ve never had to adapt 
to a crisis situation so quickly, while also 
recovering myself of traumatic experiences 
from the pandemic. We hired as many 
people as possible, established our meeting 
and publishing schedules, implemented our 
writing criteria, and all while training staff to 
follow the ethics and standards of journalism.

Now, at the end of the semester, we have 
a full team of amazing people who have 
shown time and time again their ability to 
produce great content.

Our new Sports Editor Christian Byers, 
News Editor Megan Forystek, Design Chief 
Marq Stafford, and our former podcast editor 
turned Managing Editor Layla McMurtrie, 
all stepped up to ensure that The Echo has 
a dedicated team of students who work 
tirelessly to make this newspaper the best it 
can possibly be.

The Eastern Echo will always have a 
special place in my heart, and I can now 
graduate knowing that I am leaving it in good 
hands.

The Echo is meant to be a platform for 
the Ypsilanti and EMU community. Please 
continue reading as this incredible staff 
works to be the voice of those who are 
commonly unheard. 

Thank you for a semester at EMU that I 
will never forget, and I will continue to root 
for The Echo from the sidelines.

Letter from 
the Editor: 
Goodbye
to my 
greatest 
mentor
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Review: Steven 
Spielberg’s ‘West 
Side Story’ gets a 
standing ovation
MARIE WHITE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Let me begin this review by saying I'm 
not a fan of remakes, but I am of huge fan 
of West Side Story, so I knew I had to watch 
this movie. With the pandemic pushing back 
the release date of this movie, it was highly 
anticipated by all and had a ton of time to 
generate interest. As with all my reviews, 
there will be major plot points discussed, so 
reader beware. Buckle up and get ready to 
examine Steven Spielberg’s West Side Story.

Synopsis
This musical explores a classic Romeo 

and Juliet tale, instead of Montagues and 
Capulets, it's the Jets and Sharks fighting for 
their turf. Will young love conquer the need 
to control the streets, or will violence win 
over love?

What I loved 
Rachel Zegler was outstanding. I know 

you're supposed to save the best for last, 
but I couldn't contain my excitement with 
putting her first. Rachel puts on a fabulous 
performance as Maria! Every time she sang 
it was like tiny doves were flying around her, 
and I couldn't wait to hear her sing again. 
Her performance alone made the movie so 
enjoyable, I could not think of anyone better 
to pull off that role. This being her first movie 
is unbelievable, and I cannot wait to see what 
else she does beyond this.

Playing off of my first point, the casting 
in general for this movie was just spot on. 
Ariana DeBose is perfect in the role of Antia, 
David Alvarez makes an amazing Bernardo, 
and Mike Faist is an awesome Riff. My 
favorite casting (besides Maria) would have 
to be the Jets as a unit. Their New York 
accents were spot on, and with every song 
they had, it was like these actors were meant 
to play the Jets all their lives.

Whatever effects and staging they used to 
make this movie look like it was in the 50s 

(but you were actually there), was incredible. 
Maybe it was some type of CGI or a lens on 
the camera, or even something simpler than 
that. But let me tell you the movie looked 
vintage, without looking old. My mind is 
completely boggled with how they did that, 
but it made it feel like I was in 1950s New 
York, and I absolutely loved it.

The cinematography of the movie was 
absolutely stunning. From the settings, to the 
choreography, to the transitions in the film, 
it honestly went above and beyond. Every 
transition was unique and made it feel truly 
like a story and not just another scene.

What I didn't love
This movie is more of an adaptation 

of the musical rather than a remake of the 
original movie. The layout of the script 
follows the Broadway play rather than the 
original movie, except for a few departures. 
Now as much as I love the musical, I do not 
like the order of the songs as much as I do 
the original movie. With the musical, some 
of the songs just seem in the wrong place 
(for my taste), so I didn't like that the movie 
followed that format. 

This is me just being a stickler, but while 
some of the songs were just as good (maybe 
even better) than the originals, some of the 
new instrumentals in the songs don't feel the 
same. From the beginning of the movie I just 
didn't get the same vibe as the original. Now 
I'm not saying that's bad, but for me, I think 
some of my nostalgia pulls me toward the 
original score. It doesn't make me like the 
new score any less, but it doesn't give me the 
same feelings as the original.

Verdict
I was truly surprised by how much I 

enjoyed this adaption of West Side Story. 
If you love the original like I do nostalgia 
may cloud your judgment, but the movie is 
amazing to watch no matter what. If you are 
a fan of musicals in general West Side Story 
is definitely a movie for you to see.

I give West Side Story a 4.5 out of 5.

Opinion: Put stock into these 
R&B artists for next year 
AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Since the genre of R&B started it has 
been an important staple in music, giving us 
some of the most important artists of all time. 
In the past, the genre was home to names like 
Marvin Gaye, Whitney Houston, Destiny’s 
Child, D'angelo and so much more. While 
artists like Brent Faiyaz, SZA, Giveon and 
Summer Walker hold the mantle now, here 
are six R&B artists to keep your eyes on in 
the coming year. 

6. Devin Morrison
If you are a fan of the classic 90’s R&B 

sound Devin Morrison is your guy. The 
Orlando based artist uses the popular neo-
soul sound in many of his songs including 
gospel and jazz as his inspiration. He has an 
inviting voice that is paired with the classic 
90’s early 2000’s R&B.  

5. Tempest
Tempest is a fairly new artist with only 

a handful of music released on streaming 
services. Even so, it is clear she has a unique 
sound. Hailing from the Long Beach area she 
is slowly creating a name for herself as fans 
await for her first real project.

4. Fana Hues
If you are a fan of Tyler the Creator’s 

“Call Me if You Get Lost” you must be 
somewhat familiar with the wonderful Fana 
Hues. Being featured on the hit song “Sweet/ 
I Thought You Wanted To Dance” she was 
given the spotlight she deserved. She already 
has the project “Hues” that was released back 
in 2020.

3. India Shawn
Shawn has already been recognized 

by plenty of recognized artists including 
Anderson .Paak and Unknown Mortal 
Orchestra, who were both on her last project. 
Hearing her voice feels as though your 
eardrums are getting a massage. Out of all 
the artists on this list this is my dark horse to 
pick! She may not become a superstar but her 
name will be getting called much more with 

the interstellar sound she puts out.
2. Phabo
Even though the artist D’angelo is 

not dead, it feels as if he died and was 
reincarnated as Phabo. Innovating the old 
school neo-soul sound into his own helped 
him in the release of his album “Soulquarius” 
which is one of my favorite albums of this 
year. With his smooth flow and delivery, he 
is the Smino of R&B.

1. Sunni Collin 
Sunni is filled with pure talent and is able 

to convert this to a groovy sort of swagger. 
His soft voice is paired with amazing 
production that is similar to artists like 
Free Nationals, Jungle, or Unknown Mortal 
Orchestra. The next project he releases has 
the potential to reach Arlo Parks “Collapsed 
in Sunbeams” acclaim 

With our year coming to a close, it’s fun 
to look back on the great year in music we 
had. Now, we must look into the future and I 
think you’ll be seeing a lot more of the artists 
from this list.

Advice: Confused about 
textbooks? Get a used one.
JOUD BAMEHRIZ
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

When I first came to Eastern Michigan 
University as a freshman, I knew nothing 
and no one! I didn’t even know that I needed 
textbooks until two days before the semester 
started. Not to mention, I was shocked when 
I found out that one of them cost $80! After 
realizing the expensive nature of textbooks, 
I soon learned the benefits of buying used 
textbooks instead. I am pretty sure that I will 
be purchasing used books the rest of my time 
in college and you should too! 

Buying used textbooks instead of new 
ones is beneficial in ways that range from 

personal to global effects. 
First of all, it is an effective way to save 

money. I mean, wouldn’t you prefer to spend 
that $80 on a pair of Nike shoes or something 
else that you want or need? For instance, I 
was able to get one of my textbooks for free 
from a friend, which ultimately saved me 
$80. 

Buying used textbooks can eventually 
save the planet by decreasing the number of 
lost trees. In fact, purchasing used textbooks 
is just like reducing, reusing, and recycling! 
New books generate approximately 8.85 
pounds of carbon emissions each. Consumers 
can decrease carbon emissions by about 
seven pounds by purchasing a used book. 

Finally and most importantly, used 

textbooks can help students save time while 
studying. As a pre-highlighted word here 
and a pre-underlined word there might just 
make the important information stand out 
easier. If you are lucky enough, it might help 
in making new friends. For instance, I got to 
know an amazing girl just because I needed a 
textbook and she had it! 

Do you want to be someone who can 
help save Earth from the effects of climate 
change? Do you want to make new friends? 
Don’t you want to be able to decrease your 
studying time? Then choose purchasing a 
used textbook! What are you waiting for? 
Get a used textbook and save the money for 
a rainy day.

Opinion: Predicting the 
2021-2022 college 
football playoffs
CALEB BURLINGAME
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Championship Saturday, the day that 
most college football conferences play their 
conference title game, has come and gone 
and we now have our final four teams left 
standing. These four teams are #1 Alabama, 
#2 Michigan, #3 Georgia, and #4 Cincinnati. 

This season has been full of storylines, 
such as Alabama already defeating Georgia, 
Michigan finally defeating OSU and winning 
a Big 10 title, and Cincinnati becoming the 
first Group of Five team in history to make 
the playoffs. All four teams have a serious 
argument as to why they should be the 
favorite to win the National Championship, 
and in this article I will be predicting who I 
think will be this year's champion.

LEFT SEMI-FINAL: #1 ALABAMA 
VS. #4 CINCINNATI

Now I know what you’re thinking-- On 
the outside, it looks like Alabama has a free 
win and is already heading to the National 
Championship game. However, Alabama 
has been spotty this year and has shown that 
their team is completely capable of losing. 
Alabama had a tremendously hard time 
against Auburn just two weeks ago, and lost 
to Texas A&M earlier this year.

Cincinnati has proven that they can hang 
with good teams, as proven when they beat 
Notre Dame in the beginning of the season. 
Cincinnati also ended the year undefeated, 
and clearly earned their way into this game. 
They are not to be underestimated and could 
definitely keep this game close.

In the end, however, I do not think 
Cincinnati’s defense has the firepower to 
overcome the offensive juggernaut that is 
Alabama. I predict that Alabama wins this 
game by a score of 38-21.

RIGHT SEMI-FINAL: #2 MICHIGAN 

VS. #3 GEORGIA
Perhaps the game of the year, Michigan 

vs. Georgia is looking like it will be an 
absolute barnburner. Michigan has finally 
overcame their Big Ten title slump and 
clobbered both OSU and Iowa in the past 
weeks. Their defense looks scary, and while 
their offense can struggle through the air, 
they have been clicking with the run game as 
well as putting up big trick plays.

Georgia, on the other hand, was the #1 
ranked team for the entire season before 
losing to Alabama in the SEC Championship 
last weekend. The Bulldogs have looked 
unbeatable all season, but Alabama showed 
that Georgia was human. Their run defense 
is very strong, but similar to Michigan they 
tend to struggle on offense when facing 
physical defenses.

This game will come down to who can 
establish their offense first, and will be a 
defensive showdown for the ages. Even 
with my Michigan fan bias aside, I’m 
favoring Michigan in this one because they 
are peaking at the right time while Georgia 
is coming off a sour loss. I predict Michigan 
will win this game by a score of 17-14.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: 
#1 ALABAMA VS. # 2 MICHIGAN

I think this game could go one of two 
ways. One, Alabama continues to roll 
and shows that their program is simply in 
another league than Michigan, similar to 
their bowl game matchup a few seasons ago. 
Or, Michigan could slow the game down 
and surprise the world by knocking off the 
strongest dynasty college football has ever 
seen.

Sadly, I do not see the latter happening. 
Alabama is on another level, and I think that 
Michigan will be too depleted after defeating 
Georgia. I predict Alabama goes back to 
back with national titles and beats Michigan 
by a score of 41-24.

Opinion: No easy answers
SOPHIA LEVEQUE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Following the tragic events at Oxford 
High School on Nov. 30, citizens have taken 
to social media to express their strongly held 
beliefs against the current gun laws enforced 
in Michigan. 

As Americans, we often hear two very 
extreme sides of politics: anti-gun and pro-
gun. The left tends to be more anti-gun, 
wanting to enforce gun-free zones, and in 
some cases, to make all guns illegal. Whereas 
the right is known to be very pro-gun and are 
fond of easy access to gun ownership. Which 
of these works best, we will most likely 
never agree upon. However, as Americans, it 
is important that we broaden our perspective 
in these situations. Unfortunately, some cling 
so tightly to their political party that they 
become stuck looking at the same 2-sided 
coin, expecting the other side to magically 
change and match the other… And it never 
happens.

One thing is for sure; just because 
something is illegal doesn’t mean people 
won’t do it. If someone has a mental state 
in which they are willing to fire a gun at 
innocent people, they will likely not care if 
they need to obtain a gun illegally to do it. 
According to the U.S. Department of Justice 
in 2019, out of the 287,000 prisoners who 
carried a firearm during their offense, only 
7% had received one legally. This means that 
enforcing extreme gun-control laws will not 
eliminate gun violence virtually at all, but 
only prevents innocent law-abiding citizens 
from protecting themselves. 

It is also true, though, that legally owned 
guns are frequently stolen and used by 
criminals. The Institute of Medicine had 
reported in 2013 that nearly all firearms used 
in criminal cases had entered circulation 
through an initial legal transaction. Ethan 
Crumbley, the perpetrator of the Oxford 
shooting, had obtained his gun this way after 
his parents had gone to a Michigan gun shop 
and bought a semi-automatic 9-millimeter 

Sig Sauer handgun.
With this conflicting evidence, it’s proof 

enough to say that gun violence will never not 
exist in this world. While a solution cannot 
be fully reached, it would be unwise to say 
we shouldn’t take extra measure to ensure 
that guns remain in innocent hands. Taking 
the middle-ground is extremely important 
to encourage gun ownership. In my honest 
opinion, the more people who are able to 
conceal and carry, the more of a chance 
people will have to survive when events like 
this occur. However, it is equally as important 
to perform extensive background checks, 
along with a psychological evaluation, and 
go through safety training before ownership 
is allowed. 

Though it may not be enough to take 
back the horrors of Nov. 30, my thoughts 
and prayers will be with the families of those 
whose lives were taken. Let’s continue to 
encourage and be there for each other as we 
pursue in the fight against gun violence. 

Review: "People From my Neighbor-
hood" by Hiromi Kawakami
PIPER COE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Hiromi Kawakami’s “People From my 
Neighborhood,” originally published in 
Japanese, received an English translation by 
Ted Goossen on Nov. 30.

Kawakami pieces together the surreal 
details of the nameless neighborhood and 
its inhabitants through thirty-six stories 
that, by the end, form a fantastical place of 
residence. A schoolgirl collects the brains 
of dolls; a woman described as having “the 
face of a demon” runs The Love, a restaurant 
by day and karaoke bar by night; a diplomat 
no one has witnessed fishes in a lake no one 
has heard of; a young girl has the power to 
manipulate people's memories; a Dr. Miranda 
claims people are hatched from eggs.

The strange events that take place in 

the neighborhood are described without 
much fanfare, as they have likely taken 
place there for years. In “Weightlessness,” 
the unnamed narrator describes how “For 
the first time in ages, we had a no-gravity 
alert.” The residents host the annual “The 
Hachirō Lottery” to decide who will board 
a mischievous boy, Hachirō, who can no 
longer live with his family.“The Six-Person 
Apartments” curse anyone who goes near it. 
A bad case of “Pigeonitis”—a disease that 
turns people into pigeons—runs rampant 
through the town.   

The cast of recurring characters—Kanae, 
the narrator's grumpy friend, Kanae’s older 
sister, the Kawamata family, the old chicken 
farmer—develops an impression of a tight-
knit community, as the focus of the collection 
is on the relationships between the residents. 
Despite disagreements that threaten to 

tear the neighborhood apart, like in “The 
Rivals”—two girls by the name of Yōko 
argue over who is the original Yōko across 
a span of many years—the neighborhood 
remains interconnected through its mysteries, 
folklore, and magical occurrences. 

Because the stories are brief—about 2-4 
pages long each—Kawakami doesn’t waste 
time explaining why things are the way they 
are. She presents them as normality, as if the 
reader should expect that this neighborhood 
would be full of seemingly magical 
happenings. Her blend of the unusual with 
the usual illustrates that this neighborhood is 
like no other. 

Hiromi Kawakami creates a neighborhood 
that is as strange as it is appealing and one 
that I was sad to leave. 

I would recommend “People From my 
Neighborhood” and give it 4 out of 5 stars. 
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BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University men’s 
basketball team (4-5, 0-0 MAC) battled 
Niagara University (3-6, 0-2 MAAC) on 
Dec. 8 inside the Convocation Center, which 
resulted in a 60-58 win for the Eagles. The 
matchup marked the third all-time meeting 
between the two schools.

The Eagles have now earned four wins on 
the season under first-year Head Coach Stan 
Heath. This allowed Coach Heath to become 
the first EMU head coach to start a season 
4-0 at home in their first season since former 
Eagles head coach Milton Barnes started 8-0 
in his first season in 1996.  

In the first half, an early 6-0 run gave 
Niagara the early lead over EMU. Although a 
triple from Niagara’s Marcus Hammond that 
extended their lead to 11-0, the Eagles would 
come back. With four and half minutes left, 

the Eagles were fueling after taking the lead 
21-20. After falling behind again, 27-25, 
EMU would go on a 5-0 run with a little over 
a minute left to close out the half with a 30-
27 lead. 

Coming into the second half the Eagles 
kept up their steam. They opened up, 
expanding the lead to 43-34 and then going 
on a 5-0 run to make it 48-34 with 11 minutes 
left in the half. Niagara would then go on a 
9-0 run, but it wasn’t enough. The Eagles 
held on and won 60-58 to expand their home 
game winning streak to 4 games. 

In a post-game press conference held 
by EMU athletics, Head Coach Stan Heath 
shared his thoughts on the win. 

“It was a good, quality win,” Coach 
Heath said. “They kept us unbalanced a little 
bit but that’s great experience for the young 
guys and obviously to come out on top,” he 
added. 

In regards to scoring efforts, junior Bryce 

McBride led the way for the Eagles as he 
scored a game-high 19 points. Senior Monty 
Scott and freshman Colin Golson Jr. had 11 
points each. For McBride, the performance 
marked the third time this season he has 
scored 15-or-more points coming off the 
bench. 

In the post-game press conference, 
McBride shared his thoughts on what his 
mindset was during the game in the final 
minutes. 

“To be mentally and physically tough,” 
McBride said. 

EMU’s bench also came out strong. They 
would put up 23 points in the matchup to 
mark the eighth time this season the Eagles’ 
bench has scored 20+ points. 

The win will put Eastern Michigan’s 
record at 4-5 on the season. 

To keep up with everything on EMU 
Men’s hoops, you can visit EMUEagles.com. 

Eastern Michigan men’s 
basketball defeats
Niagara in nail-biter

PHOTO COURTESY OF MELISSA MOON

EMU track & field breaks school 
record at GVSU Holiday Open

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan track & field program 
began their 2021-22 season Dec. 3 at Grand 
Valley State University where the Eagles 
participated in their first meet of the season. 

During Friday’s meet 22 Eagles placed 
top-three in their events and one Eagle set a 
school record. 

Taige Bryant set a school record at the 
GVSU Open with a weight throw of 22.56m 
and placed first in the event. Bryant’s previous 
best throw was 21.87m, last season Newlyn 
Stephenson set the record for 22.28m.

Junior Miranda Cadwell placed first in 
the open weight throw competition with a 
toss of 16.65m moving her to sixth all-time 

in Eastern Michigan’s record book.
Baldvin Magnusson participated in the 

5000m race and finished second with a time 
of 13:41.39 which ranks as the second fastest 
time in EMU history.

Freshman runner Chloie Musta won 
her first collegiate track meet with a time 
of 2:13.93 in the 800m race, topping the 
women’s time for last season.

Six sprinters representing the green and 
white had top-five finishes. Kaleb Simpson 
finished the 60m dash with a time of 6.81 
coming in first place and Kilani Harvey 
achieved a personal best of 7.62 in the 60m 
dash. Harvey also ran in the 200 with a time 
of 25.19 finishing runner up. 

Mair Edwards placed first in the 400 
(56.14) and teammate Tiffany Cernej-Garcia 

placed second (57.51). Quintella Johnson 
won the high jump (1.69m), Nina Ward 
took home the first place title  in the long 
jump (5.63m), and graduate student Alisha 
St. Louis won the triple jump title (11.84m) 
according to EMU Athletics. 

The Eagles are set to compete at Grand 
Valley three additional times this season. 
They will be back in Allendale, Michigan 
for the GVSU Snowdown Showdown, 
Feb. 4, The GVSU Big Meet, Feb. 11, and 
Michigan's Silverston Invitational, Feb. 18.

The women's team finished first overall 
with a score of 140.70 points and the men's 
team finished second with 92.20 points. 
Up next, the Eagles will participate in the 
Wolverine Invitational Jan. 8 in Ann Arbor 
hosted by the University of Michigan.

EMU COMPETES IN TRACK EVENT ON APRIL 9 IN YPSILANTI. 

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan hosted Florida 
International University on Saturday, Dec. 
11. The Eagles defeated the Panthers 92-
88 in quadruple overtime improving their 
season record to 5-5. 

Noah Farrakhan led the Eagles with a 
career-high 27 points, the second-highest 
amount of points scored in one game this 
season. Monty Scott rallied up 17 points and 
11 rebounds against the Panthers, while Mo 
Njie tallied 10 points and 11 rebounds for 
his first career double-double. Senior Nathan 
Scott recorded a career-high five assists and 
Bryce McBride put up 15 points against FIU. 

During Saturday’s contest, EMU 
welcomed former student-athlete and NBA 
legend George “Iceman” Gervin back to the 
734 for an honorary celebration presented by 
Game Above.

George Gervin played two seasons of 
Eastern Michigan basketball between 1970 
and 1972. While at EMU he averaged 29.5 
points and 15.3 rebounds per game and was 
also named a member of the 1,000 point club 
(1,044). Gervin’s jersey was retired In 1986 
and he was inducted into the E-Club Hall of 

Fame in 1993. 
After leaving the Eagle’s nest Gervin 

went on to play in the NBA for 10 seasons. 
From 1973-1985 Gervin played for the 
San Antonio Spurs and from 1985-1986 
he played with the Chicago Bulls. While 
in the NBA Gervin was an all-star for nine 
consecutive seasons, a four-time scoring 
champion, an NBA first-team selection five 
times, and second-team twice.

In 1996, he was inducted into the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame and named amongst the NBA's top-50 
players of all time, and recently named to the 
NBA 75th Anniversary Team.

As George Gervin was honored during 
halftime, President Smith announced that 
the Convocation Center will be renamed the 
“George Gervin Game Above Center”.

"We are excited to put George's name 
on this building," said EMU President Dr. 
James M. Smith in an article released by 
EMU Athletics. "George personifies the 
kinds of traits all successful people show-
resilience, bravery, kindness, and vision to 
make our world a better place. These traits 
are the cornerstones of our partnership with 
GameAbove. They continue to provide the 
vision to help move our university forward."

PHOTO COURTESY BY ERIDANI SANCHEZ
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL PLAYER BRYCE MCBRIDE.

The “Iceman Returns” 
to Ypsilanti; Eagles
triumph against FIU
in chilling 4OTs  
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 559 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

#PROBLEMSOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M. HISTORICAL HELEN | BRIE BEASLEY

SELF-DESTRUCTIVE DR.WEEZY | TARIQ HARRIS #SECRETSOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M.
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