
Statement from EMU Regent Jim Stapleton Regarding the EAA 

 

With the notable exception of one other vote I have had to cast in my tenure on the 

Eastern Michigan University Board, today’s decision to, in effect, concur with our 

Universities continuing its affiliation with the EAA was the most difficult I have personally 

made.  

 When this District was formed, I was among its biggest supporters. I applauded then 

and, I applaud now, Governor Snyder’s commitment to public K-12 Education and, his 

willingness to make it a priority. That said, everything about the EAA since it was 

announced has been disappointing.  

I am disappointed promises were made to our school about our level of participation 

that, to date, have not been kept. 

 I am disappointed in our University’s Administration for not doing more to embrace 

our participation with this effort. 

 I am disappointed in our Governing Board at the time this agreement was reached 

for not insisting on better communication with our University community about the 

decision we collectively made to enter into this arrangement.  Candidly, the majority of 

that disappointment is aimed at myself. As an original member of the EAA Board who 

enthusiastically embraced its formation, I personally should have done more to explain it 

to our stakeholders. 

 I am disappointed in our Faculty community who, irrespective of the fact our 

Administration and Board could have and, should have done more to communicate our 

decision to partake in this venture, in my judgment have never collectively held an open 

mind to our involvement. 

 I am disappointed the current EAA Board would turn its leadership over to a non-

educator and compensate that person in an extravagant manner while pinching pennies on 

issues surrounding the quality of the environment already challenged children face every 

day. Hopefully, under the fresh, independent, leadership of new board Chair Joyce Giles, 

whose genuine commitment to the education of children dates back to her service on the 

Detroit School Board, those issues will be better thought out going forward and, involve 

more than just the Board’s Executive Committee. Many on that body are predisposed to 

receiving and acting on input of people not empowered to make decisions. The Governor 

has appointed many good people to the EAA Board who are not members of its Executive 

Committee and, their voices need to be heard as well.  



 But most of all, I am disappointed and, in fact, infuriated that our students are clearly 

being denied opportunities to start their teaching careers by certain schools and school 

districts, in clear retaliation for a decision the University made to become involved with 

this District. That is shameful. I pledge to do whatever I personally can to right this most 

egregious wrong and, urge the Governor, State Superintendent Mike Flannigan and our 

University leadership to do the same. 

 Students are failing in school districts all across the State. Not just Detroit and, not 

just urban areas. The Governor should be given credit for recognizing that and at least 

attempting to do something to try to address it. My hope is this District becomes the 

statewide entity it was purported to be when it was conceived and, it avail itself of the many 

advantages being affiliated with our University’s College of Education’s national 

reputation gives it. 

 


