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EMU lecturers host rally protesting unfair conditions
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Hamburger Mary’s, a national franchise 
historically owned by members of the 
LGBTQ+ community, has partnered with 
Ypsilanti favorite Tower Inn to bring a lively 
collaboration restaurant to Cross Street. 

Owner Douglass Hanchett, originally 
from west Michigan, initially wanted to open 
a Hamburger Mary’s location in Downtown 
Ypsilanti, but the place did not move forward 
due to the pandemic. 

“I had a location on Washington street, 
but right when we signed the paperwork 
COVID hit, so it kinda just sat there and 
never progressed, so I went onto a Grand 
Rapids location and did things out there,” 
Hanchett said. 

Hanchett was contacted by the owners of 
Tower Inn, Rois and Nathalie Savvides, with 
the idea of combining the two restaurants. 
Now, the three co-own the restaurant while 
the couple makes their transition into 
retirement. 

“Tower Inn has been here a long time so 
it’s got a really big following, college kids 
really love coming here, so it was a good fit,” 
said Hanchett. 

Hamburger Mary’s is known to be an 

open air gourmet burger bar type restaurant; 
the menus are tailored to each area 
specifically, but there are some things done 
at every location, including the offering of 
some type of drag shows. 

“We’ve got entertainment right now 5 
nights a week, shows on friday, saturday 
and sunday, we bring in special guests from 
around the country, Rupaul's drag race girls, 
things of that nature,” said Hanchett. 

The manager himself has also been a drag 
performer in the area for the past 20 years 
under the name Chanel Hunter. 

The restaurant has events almost 
every night of the week. Bingo nights are 
Wednesdays, karaoke night is on Thursdays, 
with drag events being held all weekend. 
There is also a big event room people can 
reserve for big group events. The best way 
to see a thorough monthly schedule is to visit 
their Facebook page.

Just like the entertainment, the visual 
ambience of Hamburger Mary’s is similar, 
but unique at each location too. 

“So this is the true Mary’s decor, it’s kind 
of kooky, like I said every Mary’s is unique 
but it is prominent through all the artwork,” 
said Hanchett. “Here we went with the Royal 
purple with the pinks which are traditional 
Hamburger Mary’s colors and then the heels 
on the wall and the purses and the different 

feminine artwork, but we also kept some of 
the old traditional Tower stuff and blended it 
in so we kinda took the best of both worlds.” 

The new restaurant’s menu is also a mix 
between Tower Inn favorites and Hamburger 
MAry’s specialties. 

“We kept the top 30% of Tower Inn’s 
menu and then we have the traditional 
Hamburger Mary’s menu,” said Hanchett.

The owners main goal for this location 
is to be a place where Eastern Michigan 
University students can feel accepted. 

“It’s just a fun place where everybody 
is welcome and we want to provide a place 
close to campus that students can come to 
weekly for whatever kind of entertainment 
they enjoy,” said Hanchett. 

The new owner wants the Ypsilanti 
community to know that Tower Inn is not 
gone, and Hamburger Mary’s welcomes 
everyone with open arms. 

“We want to give [EMU students] a 
safe space and a home, this is not a gay bar, 
it’s a LGBTQ+ friendly environment and 
everybody is welcome,” said Hanchett. “As 
long as you have an open mind and an open 
heart, you are welcome here.”

Visit Hamburger Mary’s soon 
and follow the spot on Instagram @
hamburgermarysypsilanti. 

Hamburger Mary's partners with Tower 
Inn for lively collaboration restaurant

gourmet bur

PHOTO CREDIT: CARMEN CHENG
DOUGLASS HANCHETT, ORIGINALLY FROM WEST MICHIGAN, COMBINED AND CO-OWN HAMBURGER MARY’S AND TOWER INN. 
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EMU lecturers host rally to protest unfair conditions

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY LECTURERS RALLY OUTSIDE WELCH HALL DURING A  THURSDAY, APRIL 
21, 2022.

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY LECTURERS HOLD SIGNS OUTSIDE WELCH HALL DURING A RALLY 
CALLING FOR HIGHER WAGES THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022.

DARIC THORNE, PRESIDENT OF THE EMU FEDERAL OF TEACHERS LOCAL 9102 SPEAKS WITH LECTURERS 
OUTSIDE WELCH HALL DURING A RALLY CALLING FOR HIGHER WAGES THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022.

DARIC THORNE, PRESIDENT OF THE EMU FEDERAL OF TEACHERS LOCAL 9102 SPEAKS TO EASTERN 
LECTURERS DURING A RALLY OUTSIDE OF WELCH HALL ON THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022.

TWO RALLIERS HOLD UP EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK SIGNS OUTSIDE WELCH HALL DURING RALLY LECTURERS AT EMU HELD A RALLY ON THURSDAY, APRIL 21, TO DEMAND HIGHER WAGES, JOB SECURITY, 
AND MORE. 

PHOTO CREDIT: TORI WALZ
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“Many lecturers are just as 
poor as our students.” EMUFT
protest due to lack of benefits
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Members of the Eastern Michigan 
University Federation of Teachers (EMUFT) 
gathered at Welch Hall on April 21, to protest 
unfair wages, job insecurity, and lack of 
opportunities in decision-making processes. 

According to EMUFT, more than 50% of 
EMU’s instructional staff are non-tenured, 
lecturers have little to no opportunity for 
promotion or career advancement, and their 
salaries are low. 

“I think they've gotten exasperated 
because of the inflation and the pandemic, 
and the lack of full-time employment or 
meaningful full-time employment within 
academia, not just at EMU,” Anke Wolbert, 
vice president of EMUFT and part-time 
lecturer at EMU since 2011, said.

Many of the issues being protested have 
personally and professionally impacted 
EMU’s part-time and full-time lecturers.

“There is little opportunity to participate 
in wider decision-making processes; that 
is frustrating,” Jeremy Proulx, an EMU 
full-time lecturer and grievance officer at 
EMUFT, said. “There’s also little opportunity 
for advancement, so my position remains 
stagnant. Once you factor in inflation, I’m 
making about the same I was in 2011.”

Daric Thorne, a part-time lecturer and 
president of the EMUFT, said lecturers make 
up a significant portion of EMU’s faculty, but 
still don’t receive benefits such as healthcare. 

“When I learned that the composition 
of our unit is two-thirds part-time lecturers, 
who work more or less full-time here at 
EMU, yet have never been made full-time 
lecturers or they are full-time lecturers across 
three different institutions, it is something I 
considered outrageous,” Daric Thorne, part-
time lecturer and president of the EMUFT, 
said. “They don't have access to healthcare at 
the university... And that means that when we 
get sick, we have to determine whether or not 
we're going to come into work, and we only 

get three sick days a semester.”
EMUFT has communicated with 

the university’s administration regularly 
regarding these issues due to contract 
negotiations that occur every few years. 

“Lecturers don't make a tremendous 
amount of money, yet lecturers have one of 
the highest workloads in Michigan with the 
lowest salaries,” Wolbert said. “Many of 
them work multiple jobs so that they can pay 
their bills. The past couple of years has been 
financially challenging because the state 
budget has dropped because of the pandemic, 
and there’s generally low enrollment within 
universities in Michigan... It also doesn't 
justify that we have part-time lecturers who 
have been a part of the institution for 10, 15, 
or 20 years without any access to healthcare, 
retirement, or full-time employment. It’s not 
sustainable. The administration is aware of 
that, and we have contractual conversations 
with the administration, but we have not 
come up with acceptable solutions.” 

Responses made by the university have 
not been satisfactory, according to Wolbert.

“Both part-time and full-time lecturers 
took a zero compensation increase year, 
which means we got no pay increase in 
2020 and 2021,” Wolbert said. “We did 
that because of the financial situation of the 
university, and it seemed like the right thing 
to do. However, for the part-time lecturers, 
the pay increase the following year was 1% 
which equates to $39 per class that I make 
more this year than I did last year, and that 
is pre-taxes.” 

EMUFT aims to spread awareness for 
these concerns and strengthen relationships 
with the administration. Wolbert hopes 
that this rally draws the attention of the 
Board of Regents and the administration to 
create “a more meaningful and sustainable 
conversation.” 

“They don't know there is a difference 
in rank and financial insecurity, and many 
lecturers are just as poor as our students,” 
Wolbert said. “Many of us are doing the same 
kind of summer job as our students because 

we don't have teaching in the summer ... We 
hope that by publicizing this more, it will be 
harder for them to hide behind the silence 
that's usually around the subject matter.” 

Contraction negotiations for lecturers 
will begin next year, but Thorne wants EMU 
to know EMUFT is “serious” about having 
these conversations with the university. 

“We're giving the regents and the 
administration a heads up that we're here,” 
Thorne said. “We are prepared to begin 
having these conversations. We gave them a 
packet with a lot of information and a lot of 
data to sort through that we think will help 
them understand our position. And of course, 
we invite them to have a conversation with 
us today and in the future.” 

The rally’s purpose was to make the 
public aware of the lecturers’ requests to 
change university policy and make it more 
sustainable for part- and full-time faculty.

“We hope that the university will 
listen and take our requests and concerns 
seriously,” Proulx said. “The only way the 
university has really started listening to us 
is by making a sort of public stink about 
things. That's the goal right now to make this 
a little bit public to raise some awareness in 
the larger community and among the Board 
of Regents so that finally, the people in the 
university who make decisions can sit down 
in a room with us and give us a voice in how 
you shape policy at the university.”

These issues aren’t just prevalent in 
higher education but throughout all levels 
of education as well. A survey conducted by 
the National Education Association (NEA) 
indicated a labor shortage and burnout in 
education. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics also 
reports that there are approximately 567,000 
fewer educators in America now than pre-
pandemic. 

“For all they do for our communities, 
educators need and deserve our collective 
respect,“ Becky Pringle, NEA President, 
said.

SEE GALLERY, PAGE 2

How to manage all that 
stress during finals week
MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

April is National Stress Awareness 
Month and the last month of the semester 
for Eastern Michigan University students, 
making understanding and managining stress 
even more important. 

Stress is the brain and body's response to 
internal or external stimuli. Some stress helps 
in positive ways, like keeping on track and 
performing well. While other stress becomes 
“distress,” which begins when the demands 
of life become too overwhelming to handle. 

Stress is based on how individuals see 
things, so different people will have different 
things that cause their stress, and each person 
has different ways to cope. 

“My best advice for someone looking 
to manage stress would be to sit down and 
assess why they’re stressed and make a list of 
self-care, or as I like to call them ‘recharging 
activities,‘” Nick Pomante, EMU student 
wellness coordinator, said in a written 
statement. “This is a list of activities you can 
do when you’re stressed that recharge your 
internal batteries and make you feel more 
like yourself.”

In addition to managing your stress, it’s 

important to hydrate, rest, and eat nourishing 
foods. Taking small steps toward overall 
wellness is best; master one item then move 
on to the next. 

The Office of Wellness and Community 
Responsibility (OWCR) hosts programs 
aimed at better managing stress, including 
activities such as therapy animal visits, grab-
and-go creativity kits to help decompress, 
Deep House Yoga, and Time Crunch Fitness. 

“We have recurring attendees at many 
of our programs, clueing us in that these 
programs are helpful enough to come back 
for,” Pomante said. “I also know they’re 
helpful based on these faces of the students 
I serve.”

During midterms and finals, OWCR 
and The Muslim Student Association hand 
out “Brain Boxes” filled with foods to fuel 
memory, cognition, and focus. 

“This is a quick, simple, and tasty 
reminder to students that nutrition and what 
they put in their body matters and has the 
potential to help them in their academics,” 
Pomante said.

Students can make use of these resources 
by locating fliers posted throughout campus 
promoting upcoming programs, as well as 
the “What’s Happening” tab on The EMU 
Engage app.

EMU Housing and 
Residence Life hosts 
'Welcome Home 
2025’ webinar 

MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

“Welcome Home 2025” is a housing plan 
Eastern Michigan University constructed 
to transform on-campus student housing to 
meet the demands of today's academic world.

The project, first announced in December 
2021, follows a three-year timeline to make 
improvements to existing student housing, as 
well as to construct two new student housing 
buildings: Lakeview and Westview. 

All 3,050 beds at EMU will be new 
and renovated. A significant portion of the 
new beds will come from the new housing 
buildings, with Lakeview providing 400 
beds and Westview providing 300 beds. 

The plan includes major renovations 
within residence halls, such as Downing, 
Phelps, Putnam, Sellers, and Walton. Some 
minor renovations will occur in EMU’s on-
campus apartments, which include Cornell 
Court, Village Apartments, and 601 West 
Forest. In addition, the plan includes partial 
demolition of residence halls and apartments 
such as Best, Brown/Munson, Buell, Hill, 
Hoyt, Pittman, and Westview Apartments. 

Gilbane Development Company is 
EMU’s development partner and has 
multiple projects underway at EMU. They 
have completed nearly 300 projects at 
other colleges and universities. Rieth Jones 
Advisors (RIA) is EMU’s development 
advisor and provides services for facility 
development. 

The goal of this project is to complete all 
housing and new construction before the fall 
2024 academic semester. Some goals for this 
project are to benefit the student experience 
and ensure there are enough available beds 
on campus for students who want to live on 
campus. 

EMU hopes to incorporate more spaces 
that resemble the student experience in the 

new housing plan. Some of these features 
would include collaboration spaces, 
interview preparation spaces, and additional 
group meeting spaces. Other notable new 
features would include green screen rooms 
for filming, music practice spaces, and a 
podcast studio for students to use. 

“We will have security cameras in place 
with any pathways lit, and we will make 
sure we have adequate lighting everywhere,” 
Anthony Sikora, senior project manager, 
said.

The project will incorporate technology 
to bring these buildings into the 21st century, 
with the safety of students at the forefront.

“Safety is wrapped into all decisions we 
make,” Jennifer Dilley, director of Campus 
Relations and Operations, said. “The new 
building will have fire suppression systems 
and alerts. Safety is at the center of what we 
want to achieve.”

Several renovations occurring at already 
existing buildings will help provide a better 
student experience at EMU, one change 
being the addition of an accesibility ramp 
alongside the front entrance of Downing 
Hall.

“We can only solve problems we are 
aware of, so thank you to the students who 
take our surveys and make us aware of 
issues,” Dilley said.

Since Jan. 1, the team has interacted with 
members of the university to gather data to 
improve and execute their plans. Over 1,850 
students and 100 faculty members have 
participated in these surveys. Additionally, 
multiple students participated in focus 
groups alongside many meetings overall to 
discuss the housing plan.

“Every time you tell us something, we 
can take it back to the team,” Jeanette Zalba, 
director of Housing and Residence Life, said.

Those interested in learning more about 
the project can visit emich.edu/welcome-
home-2025.

COURTESY OF EMU’S WEBSITE

The Best Summer Job 
In Ann Arbor!

Work Outside
In Our Garden

 
Work Inside
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Full or Part Time
 

Text To Setup 
An Interview Today

833-942-6263
 

www.producestation.com 
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Gov. Whitmer 
announces
MI Healthy 
Climate Plan
AREENA BASMADJIAN
NEWS REPORTER

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer revealed the MI 
Healthy Climate Plan in Traverse City on 
April 18 to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 
and create sustainable jobs in Michigan. 

“The MI Healthy Climate Plan identifies 
actions we can take to address climate change 
head-on, lower costs for Michiganders, 
ensure every Michigan worker has a good-
paying, sustainable job, and every family 
has clean air, water, and a home powered 
by clean, reliable energy,” Whitmer said. 
“Today, we are positioning Michigan to 
become the global center of clean energy 
innovation where workers can get good-
paying jobs, from those that don’t require 
a college degree to careers in advanced 
engineering and science.”

Climate change is a global issue and 
Michigan has faced its own fair share of the 
problem. 

According to a 2022 state climate 
summary conducted by the NOAA National 
Centers for Environmental Information, 
temperatures in Michigan have risen to 
approximately 3 degrees higher since the 
start of the 20th century. They also observed 
that the frequency of extreme participation 
events has increased in the recent decade and 
predict a historically unprecedented warming 
during this century. 

In September 2020, Whitmer made a 
commitment to achieve economy-wide 
carbon neutrality in Michigan by no later 
than 2050,  interim goals of 28 percent 
reduction by 2025 and 52 percent by 2030, 
and maintain net negative greenhouse gas 
emissions after 2050.

The objectives of the MI Healthy Climate 
Plan include mitigating the worst impacts 

of climate change, spurring economic 
and capturing economic development and 
creating good-paying jobs, protecting and 
improving the health of Michiganders, 
positioning Michigan as a leader in 
climate action, protecting natural resources 
and wildlife, making Michigan energy 
independent, and addressing environmental 
injustices. 

In addition, the initiative will prioritize 
six action items to complete by 2030 which 
include: commit to environmental justice 
and pursue a just transition, clean the 
electric grid, electrify vehicles and increase 
public transit, repair and decarbonize homes 
and businesses, drive clean innovation in 
industry, and protect Michigan’s land and 
water. 

Additional 2030 interim goals will 
include the closure of all coal power plants 
and the development and construction 
of charging infrastructure to support two 
million electric vehicles.  

Whitmer revealed the plan in Traverse 
City alongside Liesl Clark, Director of the 
Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) and whom 
she also worked with to finalize the climate 
plan. 

“The resulting MI Healthy Climate Plan 
will be a game-changer for Michigan’s 
economy and environment,” Clark said. “It 
is a bold plan that a broad cross-section of 
Michiganders can rally around.”

“The MI Healthy Climate Plan helps 
us minimize that location advantage by 
ensuring that we are intentional about 
preserving that advantage for future 
generations,” Quentin Messer, Jr., Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation CEO, 
said. “Michigan will be a climate winner and 
this plan is an important part of the winning 
playbook.”

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The Fowling Warehouse has opened 
a new location in Ypsilanti, giving the 
Washtenaw County community a new place 
to play games and enjoy time with their 
whole family.

Fowling is a game that consists of two 
or more people throwing a football at 10 
bowling pins and continues until all pins 
are knocked down. This game also does 
not require keeping score, and there are no 
frames to aim the ball at. 

Originating from a mash-up of football 
and bowling between friends at a tailgate 
party in 2001, fowling has since gained 
popularity throughout the U.S.

Two of the owners of the Fowling 
Warehouse, Scott Brown and Scott Love, 
have had plans of building the Ypsilanti 
warehouse since 2017. 

“We wanted to bring the communities 
of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti together,” Love 
said. “We wanted to introduce the game to 
this area.”

Ypsilanti Township Supervisor Brenda 
Stumbo was a part of the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony held at the grand opening on 
Thursday, April 14. 

“It’s a great way for people to come 
together,” Stumbo said. “We’re so happy for 
the redevelopment of the Farmer Jack's that 
was here and vacant for almost a decade, that 
we have something with such high energy 
and opportunity for people to work, play, and 
enjoy.”

The game is considered open play on a 
first come, first serve basis and is an activity 
for a group of people to have fun together. 

“For larger groups, parties, whether it 
is a graduation or birthday party or a work 
outing, we can accommodate,” Love said. 

The lanes are available to be reserved if 
needed for two hours with up to 10 people in 
a group. It is recommended to arrive at least 
15 minutes ahead of a reservation. 

Over 100 selections of craft beer or choice 
of non-alcoholic beverages are offered at the 
warehouse for clients to enjoy. One of the 
unique features of the Fowling Warehouse 
would be the ‘bring your own food’ factor. 
Customers will be given the chance to bring 
their own food in, whether they choose to 
have it picked up or delivered straight to the 
warehouse. 

“What do you want to eat? You order it, 
cater it, or whatever you want, it’s up to you,” 
Brown said. 

There are six fowling warehouses in the 
U.S. Two are corporate warehouses in Detroit 
and Grand Rapids, and the remaining four 
warehouses are in Cincinnati, Indianapolis, 
Atlanta, and now Ypsilanti. 

The Fowling Warehouse will also be 
hosting a summer league program, starting 
on June 7 and running for four consecutive 
weeks. The league is open to those with 
and without experience, and the winner of 
the league will go to the American Fowling 
Association Championships in 2023. 

The Fowling Warehouse is located at 
3050 Washtenaw Avenue. Those interested 
in playing a few games or attending one of 
their other events can visit their website.

Fowling Warehouse 
brings new sports 
attraction to Ypsilanti 

PHOTO CREDIT: CAROLINE MURREL
FOWLING WAREHOUSE, A LOCATION TO PLAY FOOTBALL BOWLING, SHINES IN THE 
SUNLIGHT ON APRIL 12, 2022 ON WASHTENAW AVENUE. 

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The rededication of Sill Hall, home of 
the GameAbove College of Engineering and 
Technology, included the naming ceremony 
of two labs within the building named after 
two Eastern Michigan University Alumni on 
April 23. 

The opening celebration kicked off with 
some words from EMU’s President James 
Smith at 3 p.m. Following the speeches, 
the dedication of the Woods Construction 
Management Lab at 4 p.m. and then the 
naming of the Jack E. Roush Automotive 
Lab at 5 p.m. The labs were named in honor 
of two top business leaders, Jack Roush, 
founder and chairman of Roush Enterprises 
and John Bodary, president of Woods 
Construction.

The Jack E. Roush Automotive Lab 
is named in honor of motorsports legend 
and EMU alumnus Jack E. Roush. He was 
known in the automotive industry and was 
chosen to be in the Automotive Hall of Fame 
in 2017 and the NASCAR Hall of Fame in 
2019. The Woods Construction Construction 
Management Lab is named after the Woods 
Construction and its founding president, 
John Bodary’s, commitment to the 
University for the past 30 years. He and his 
wife have created scholarships for students 
and have provided outstanding support for 
the construction program. They both have 
contributed by going beyond the limit for 

Eastern Michigan and the students here, and 
being an amazing Alumna of the University. 

EMU funded the 40 million dollar 
investment to renovate and renew the near 
60 year old Sill Hall building. The plans 
begun in January of 2019, and originally 
were set to be a 16 month project, but due to 
the pandemic, it was delayed and completed 
around January 2021. 

GameAbove donated additional 
funding for equipment, along with the help 
of development of the laboratories and 
sponsoring research activities inside the 
building. 

Mohamad Qatu, Dean of GameAbove 
College of Engineering and Technology, 
explained the different labs and what you can 
do throughout the building. 

“We have several state of the art labs like 
virtual reality, cyber security, robotics, 3D 
printing, drone technology, and several other 
areas and fields for students,” Qatu said. 

In addition to the multiple different 
courses offered, there are also multiple areas 
for students to do projects, socialize or just 
relax. 

“I think our ultimate goal is to be a leader 
in the community,” Qatu said. “Faculty will 
now have the infrastructure to conduct state 
of the art research and develop projects for 
students.” 

He explained the importance of creating 
a better learning environment for the 
students and encouraged them that they can 
accomplish something they wouldn’t have 
access to before.

“I dream of students being able to reach 
whatever their aspiration is.” EMU President 
James Smith said. “We built the building so 
students can live their dreams.” 

Smith believes having access to Sill 
Hall allows students a greater opportunity 
to accomplish their goals. This will be the 
first renovation of many within the next five 
years and Smith hopes the advancements 
will transform our campus. 

“We want parents and guardians to see 
the building as well as students,” Smith said. 
“We want people in the business community 
as a place to come to look for interns.”

Creating a space that is up to date with 
technology allows students to thrive and 
grow outside of the classroom. 

“They’ll learn things about the newest 
elements of technology, and the laboratories 
will allow them to do some more 
exploration,“ Smith said. 

Raymond Williams, senior at EMU and 
volunteer for GameAbove, calls Sill Hall a 
great new spot for studying and having fun 
while learning. 

“Once I got to this building I met a couple 
people that were dedicated and staying 
late studying,” Williams said. “It was just 
motivation. I saw my peers doing the same 
thing as me because we’re trying to get to 
the same place, and this building helps that 
a lot.”

Sill Hall has been open since January 
of 2021 and will continue to benefit EMU 
students. For more information on the 
renovations or the GameAbove College 

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID REYES

EMU celebrates the official 
grand re-opening of Sill Hall
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Dawn Treader: Not your 
average book store

BENJAMIN LARSON
SPECIAL TO THE ECHO

Depending on where you're from, the 
words Dawn Treader can mean two things. 
You either think of the fantastical ship 
from the Narnia series or you think of the 
renowned Michigan bookstore. As much 
as I would love to sit and talk about the 
intricacies of the boat, the bookstore is a far 
more interesting topic.

Founded in 1979 by Bill Gilmore, the 
Dawn Treader bookstore stands as one of 
Ann Arbor’s greatest cornerstones.

The experience begins before even 
walking inside. Outside of the shop is where 
they place their carts of $1 books, which may 

contain trash or potentially even treasure. 
The smell of the paper that most book lovers 
know all too well seeps through the door. 

Entering Dawn Treader Book Shop is 
like being in the past and future at the same 
time. Simutaneously, you are surrounded by 
so much history and artifacts, complemented 
by numerous pop culture references hidden 
around the shelves and aisles. 

Some of the best “easter eggs” include 
the ever-so-charming Patrick Stewart as 
a cardboard cut-out Picard in the science 
fiction section. Plus, slightly outdoing him 
is the life-size mummies tomb that stands at 
the foot of an aisle. Little and big pieces like 
these make the Dawn Treader a fascinating 
place to explore and give it a personality that 
can’t be rivaled.

Now, one can't talk about the enchanting 
atmosphere without mentioning the main 
attraction, the books. Dawn Treader buys 
and sells all types of used books and media. 
From old movie posters and maps to first 
print editions of Catcher in the Rye.

There are claimed to be over 70,000 
books inside covering practically every 
genre. Each shelf is lined with a genre and 
is put in alphabetical order. They range 
from basic fiction to myths and folklore and 
German history. One of the more interesting 
parts of the store is the first print showcase 
room. It’s a smaller area that looks more 
akin to a museum. Behind the glass doors 
on the shelves, there are several first edition 
prints of books that can date back hundreds 
of years. As mentioned before, there is a first 
edition copy of Catcher in the Rye from the 
1950s. The Dawn Treader is a sanctuary for 
all of these stories and all of that history.

Unfortunately, like many businesses, 
COVID proved a big obstacle for the store. 
During the height of the pandemic, the store 
published a GoFundMe to receive donations. 
This campaign helped them stay in business 
until the lockdown was lifted. Several 
independent bookshops fell victim to these 
circumstances. However, the community 
support goes to show that Dawn Treader has 
become its own landmark, a beloved spot 
that regulars will continue to help thrive. 

Many retail chains like Barnes and Nobles 
and big hitters like Amazon sit at the top in 
book retailers. Due to the recent resurgence 
of indie bookstore fascination mixed with the 
legendary name that the Dawn Treader has 
made for itself; it’s safe to say that this store 
will remain an Ann Arbor staple for years to 

Netflix’s ‘Heartstopper’ 
series will make your 
heart skip a beat
MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

"Heartstopper” brings forth a totally 
queer coming-of-age love story that is so 
good you won't be able to stop watching it. 

This series is based on the graphic novels 
by Alice Oseman, and while the series is 
amazing to read, the show brings it to another 
level of enjoyment. The graphic novels make 
you laugh, cry, and smile and this series 
brings forth that same energy. 

Synopsis
Teens Nick and Charlie realize their 

unlikely friendship may be more than 
a friendship, and must navigate school 
and young love. With other relationships 
unfolding, all of the characters must figure 
out how to traverse teen friendships and 
romance. 

What I loved 
The visual effects in the series were 

spectacular. There were certain things they 
brought from the graphic novels like little 
sparkles when certain people talked, or 
hearts when characters looked at each other 
that just made it so special to watch. It felt 
visually fulfilling and I love how it related 
back to the graphic novel with these effects, 
fonts, and overall things added that just make 
it visually more enjoyable and different than 
other shows.

I really enjoyed the plot of this series. 
Now it follows roughly along with the same 
plot as the graphic novel, which I love, but 
the tv series makes certain changes to make 
it more interesting. I enjoyed the characters 
they added and the plot that was focused on 
all characters in the friend group and not just 
Nick and Charlie.

What I didn't love
Honestly and truly the only thing I didn't 

like about this series was the length. I wanted 
so much more from this series than I got 
(and I know I always want more), but each 
episode was less than 35 minutes long and 
we only got 8 episodes. Reading the graphic 
novels puts this show into more perspective, 
but if you don't read the novels, you don't 
get all that backstory, that the show lacked 
in places. For example, there are different 
characters added to the show that are not 
in the novel, but they're kind of just there 
with no explanation. I just wish there was 
more information given about secondary 
characters and characters in general.

Now, this isn't so much a negative, but 
the show heavily relies on, in my opinion, 
reading the graphic novels beforehand and 

knowing these characters. It kind of feels 
like overall you don't get backstory for all 
these characters in the show (I relied heavily 
on my prior knowledge), so for a first-time 
watcher that could be confusing. 

Verdict 
I highly recommend this show, it made 

me laugh, cry, and just made me feel happy 

inside the entire time. It’s very short so you 
can finish it in one day, or a couple of hours 
in my case. If you haven't read the graphic 
novels I highly recommend reading them 
to better understand the show - they're very 
short.

I give Netflix’s ‘Heartstopper’ a 5 out of 
5. 

Kendrick Lamar 
to release new 
album after a 
five year hiatus 
AARON HUGHES
COLUMNIST

Kendrick Lamar is one of the most 
praised and accomplished artists of this 
generation, winning Grammys, Pulitzers  
and more. However, his last official album 
was released five years ago. Within that time, 
Brockhampton’s career started and ended, 
and an entire presidency and pandemic 
occurred.  

As teases and public appearances 
emerged, many speculated that the rapper 
was finally brewing something.

This announcement of Kendrick’s album 
was disclosed in a slightly odd way: through 
his Twitter account. 

A tweet from Feb. 13 by user @raptalksk 
posted “Kendrick Lamar is officially retired,” 
a post that the rapper himself quote tweeted 
on April 18 with just the following: "oklama.
com." 

The link leads to an official report of an 
album release and a letter from Kendrick 
himself. This news led to social media 
going into a frenzy, as this may be the most 
anticipated album of the year, and so far this 
decade. 

What to expect
With this being Kendrick's final LP before 

he takes a leave from music production 
company Top Dawg Entertainment (TDE), 
fans will be expecting nothing but his best. 

The album's title "Mr. Morale & The Big 
Steppers" has a soulful or funkadelic feel of 
artists from the 70’s and early 80’s. Kendrick 

has always had obvious influence from the 
older generation from artists like Al Green, 
James Brown and the Isley Brothers. In 
addition, the rapper has been taking a more 
exploratory approach with his delivery in 
songs like “Range Rover” and the way he 
has handled his newest label. 

This may be leading to Kendrick taking a 
whole new sound.

Predicted features 
Kendrick has always had unique 

collaborations in his project, but was never 
feature heavy. His last project “DAMN” only 
featured five artists, not including production 
credits. The only collaboration that fans have 
a consensus opinion on is the appearance of 
Kendrick Lamar’s cousin Baby Keem, as the 
pair already has two songs together. 

With Kendrick also transferring over 
to his new label, there may be a chance to 
feature his newest signee Tanna Leone as 
well. After this, fans can only hope on who 
will also work on this project. The renowned 
bassist Thundercat could appear since they 
already have a long history together or 
maybe even his fellow TDE member SZA. 
Some fans have even speculated a J.Cole 
or Frank Ocean feature, but that may be too 
good to be true.

With less than a month left till the 
album release, music fans can only hold 
their excitement for so long. This year has 
already gifted the world with projects from 
The Weekend, Pusha T, Gunna and plenty of 
other talented artists. 

However, there is no doubt that Kendrick 
will outshine them all.

Review: Syd's 
sophomore 
album 'Broken 
Hearts Club' 
is lovely, yet 
heartbreaking
AARON HUGHES
COLUMNIST

Sydney Bennett, more popularly known 
as Syd or Syd Tha Kyd, has played an 
important role in the progression of neo-soul 
and queer artists.

Many listeners were introduced to Syd 
through either her role in the music collective 
Odd Future, or as the lead singer in rhythm 
and blues group The Internet. Now, five 
years after releasing her debut solo album 
"Fin," she is ready to captivate our ears once 
again. 

This thirteen track long project is filled 
with emotional highs and lows as Syd made 
half this album while being in love, but the 
other half after heartbreak. Even though this 
album is built upon two separate sensations 
and feelings, it still feels cohesive. 

In a grand majority of the songs, Syd 
takes a step away from her prideful and 
sedated sound that we heard from her before. 
In “Broken Hearts Club,” the production is 
much more fast paced, simple and somewhat 
similar to R&B artists from the 90’s.

"It almost felt like I joined a club because 
all of my friends went through similar 
experiences. It was like a rite of passage...I 
want people to find it beautiful. It’s super 
vulnerable, sentimental, and it’s soft. There’s 
touching moments and a couple of dark 
moments,“ Syd says, describing the new LP. 

Enticing listeners from the start with 
the smooth guitar and synths in Lucky 
Daye feature “CYBAH,” and closing out 
perfectly in “Missing Out,“ this album has 
no lowpoints throughout.

Some songs like “Tie the Knot,“ “Fast 
Car” featuring Smino, and “Right Track” all 
have exceptional qualities including great 
bridges, upbeat tempos and well placed 
chords and vocals. Other tracks “Sweet” and 
“No Way” have the classic Syd vibe from 
the heavy hitting bass to the swagger filled 
lyrics.

This album is short, sweet, and well-
thought, displaying the growth Syd has had 
over her career. Going from behind the scenes 
at Odd Future to a mature and influential 
figure in R&B, it is simply incredible to see 
how far Syd has come. 

This album possesses many qualities that 
many R&B or neo-soul albums are missing. 
It is not overrun with unnecessary songs, but 
has a genuine theme that is presented well 
and is just pleasant to listen to. Being Syd's 
last project under Columbia Records, I am 
interested to see where this work will take 
her in the future. 

"I have no idea what’s next…I don’t 
know. Maybe we’ll create an Internet 
label. We talked about that— just signing 
ourselves,” Syd said in an interview with 
NME Magazine. 
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EMU track and field 
breaks over five records 
at Jesse Owens Classic
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan’s track & field program 
headed to Ohio State University's Jesse 
Owens Classic, April 22-23. 

Kadian Clarke recorded a toss of 60.77m 
in the hammer throw making her the only 
person in EMU history to surpass 60 meters. 
Additionally, Clarke is one of two student-
athletes in the Mid-American Conference to 
achieve this mark. 

Miranda Cadwell recorded a new 
personal best in the same event with a toss 
of 54.37m placing her sixth in Eastern 
Michigan’s record book.

Newlyn Stephenson took second in the 
hammer throw with a toss of 61.99m and Joe 

Duff recorded the fifth-best javelin throw in 
program history with a 63.72m. 

Placing second in the women’s 4x100 
Saraiah Walkes, Mair Edwards, Kilani 
Harvey, and Keypathwa Gibson ran a 45.14 
which is the sixth-fastest time in program 
history.

Saraiah Walkes and sophomore Kilani 
Harvey contributed to top-10 finishes for 
EMU finishing sixth (24.14) and ninth 
(24.43) in the 200m dash. 

Almighty Williamson, Kaleb Simpson, 
Kyle Martin and Richie Sadler took first 
place in the men’s 4x100 with a time of 
40.43.

Going down in the Eastern Michigan 
record book as the third-fastest in the 110m 
hurdle event is Almighty Williamson who 
recorded a 13.81 on Saturday. 

Alysse Wade improved her personal best 
in the 100H from 13.87 to 13.64 placing her 
at ninth in school history. 

In an article released by EMU Athletics 
Associate Head Coach Sterling Roberts said, 
“This was just the kind of meet we needed 
going into the final stretch of the season," 
he said.  "We had some great performances, 
including many season and personal bests, 
and I'm excited to see what the next few 
weeks bring as we get closer to MACs!"

Next up for the Eagles is the Hillsdale 
"GINA" Relays, April 28-30, and the Jack 
Shaw Invitational, April 30.

Stay connected with Eastern Michigan’s 
cross country and track and field program by 
following them on Instagram, Twitter, and 
Facebook at @EMUXC_TF and continue to 
check EMUEagles.com for updates.

EMU baseball 
dominates Siena 
Heights, 14-1, in 
offensive display
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University mens’ 
baseball team (15-19, 10-10 MAC) hosted 
Siena Heights University at Oestrike Stadium 
on Tuesday, April 19, 2022. 

The matchup was a non-conference 
affair, where the Eagles soared to a 14-1 win 
over the Saints. 

The Eagles started the matchup hot, as 
they put two runs on the board in the bottom 
of the first inning. 

Siena’s offense remained scoreless in the 
next inning but the Eagles would pick up 
where they left off. EMU’s offense continued 
to roll, adding five more runs to the team 
total. The Eagles’ scoring efforts were led 
by freshman Aaron Dolney’s two-run single. 
The Eagles’ lead extended to 7-0. 

Siena’s struggle continued through the 
fourth inning, as EMU continued to widen 

their lead. The Eagles would go up 10-0 
in the fifth inning, as they picked up three 
runs in the frame, two of those coming from 
senior Eli Gora who hit a two-RBI double. 

The Saints continued fighting, finally 
tallying a run in the sixth inning with the 
score, 10-1. The Eagles refused to let up, 
scoring four runs in the inning, and extended 
the lead, 14-1. 

The 14-1 score in favor of the Eagles 
remained throughout the game, recording the 
Eagles’ 15th win of the season. 

Next up, EMU will travel to East Lansing 
to take on Michigan State University in a 
single game on Wednesday, April 20, 2022. 
It is set to start at 6:35 p.m. The matchup 
is the start of a six-game road/neutral site 
swing that includes a game against Alma 
College which will be at Comerica Park on 
Wednesday, April 27, 2022. 

For more information on the Eastern 
Michigan University mens’ baseball team, 
you can visit EMUEagles.com.

EMU women's rowing 
team claims two wins
at Bucknell Regatta
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Apr. 16, the Eastern Michigan 
University women’s rowing team traveled 
to Shamokin Dam, PA to race against Patriot 
League Bucknell University and Villanova 
University, both members of the Colonial 
Athletic Association.

The races were each 1400 meters long 
upstream on the Susquehanna River.

The first race of the day ended up a win 
for the Eagles 1V8 boat over Bucknell, 
finishing less than a second in front of the 
Bisons. EMU finished with a time of 6:40.24 
and BU in 6:41.04.

The 1V8 lineup consisted of Brynne 
Harder, Chloe Hinojosa, Emma Boersen, 
Laura Borchers, Caitlin Rodanhisler, Carly 
Szymanski, Reagan Fazekas, and Mary 
Hemgesberg, with Abby Goodwin coxing 
the boat.

The 2V8 came up a few seconds short 
behind Bucknell, finishing at 6:57.94 as 
opposed to BU’s 6:54.08.

The 2V8 lineup included Priscilla Brom, 
Olivia Hansen, Abbey Simpson, Ariel 
Sutton, Lily Wilhelm, Jessica LaRoy, Lauren 
Ahern, and Arden Schirru, with Olivia Bray 
as the coxswain.

EMU’s 1V4 had a tough loss against the 
Bisons, finishing 8:27.61 behind Bucknell 
who crossed the line at 7:47.64.

The 1V4 lineup consisted of Kelly Truitt, 
Emma Wyss, Alexandria Parsons, and 
Kristen Ford, with Alexandra Walsh coxing 
the boat.

The 3V8 finished behind BU, crossing 
the line at 7:42.07 and Bucknell finishing at 
7:28.87.

The Eagles 3V8 lineup had Brianna 
Gracey, Emily Gandy, Anna Eschenburg, 
Kaialani Knox, Carly Summers, Maia 
Balderson, Sydney Sheridan, and Kaycee 
Johnson with Erin Corbley as the coxswain.

The 1V8 battled strong against Villanova, 
but came up a few seconds short. EMU 
finished at 6:43.35 behind the Wildcats who 
crossed the line at 6:39.28.

EMU’s 2V8 claimed a victory against 
VU with a time of 7:06.64. The Wildcats 
finished at 7:07.69.

The 1V4 finished at 8:43.64 against 
Villanova who crossed the line at 8:14.76.

Lastly, EMU’s 3V8 ended the day with a 
time of 8:07.91, behind the Bisons 3V8 that 
finished at 7:43.53.

“The 1V8 raced really well in the 
morning race, and the 2V8 raced well in the 
second race. We are still trying to find out 
race-to-race consistency, but we know we 
have winning boats when we race our best,” 
said Coach Kemp Savage (emueagles.com).

The rowing team will have this weekend 
off until they are back on Ford Lake to race 
Dayton on May 1. This will be the Eagles 
final race before the CAA Championships on 
May 15.

EMU baseball has
major comeback 
against Redhawks
DARIUS SAVAGE
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
baseball program clashed with University of 
Miami Ohio in Oxford, Ohio on April 11 in 
the final game of a four-game series.

Monday's matchup between the Eagles 
and RedHawks marked the 49th meeting 
since 1999. In the last game of the series, the 
Eagles soared higher than the RedHawks, 
claiming victory with a final score of 12-7. 
The Eagles’ victory improves the matchup 
win-loss record against the RedHawks to 
(16-33).

The Eagles struck first in the top of the 
second inning, scoring four runs early and 
only giving up one run in the bottom of the 
second inning.

Entering the third inning, the RedHawks 
closed the gap, outscoring the Eagles three 
runs to two within the inning. The Eagles 
held a 6-4 lead into the fourth inning.

From the fourth inning on, the Eagles 

dominated the RedHawks, maintaining a 
three-run lead over Miami Ohio throughout 
the remainder of the matchup before 
concluding with a score of 12-7.

Junior Luke Russo threw for five total 
innings and finished with a career-high 11 
strikeouts on the day, tying the season high 
for EMU.

Shane Easter was one of the top offensive 
performers for the Eagles, recording a double 
and four RBIs on 2-for-4 batting on the day.

Brady Huebbe added the Eagle’s 
dominant performance with two extra-base 
hits, a home run, and two RBIs. Huebbe’s 
performance against the RedHawks marks 
his fourth personal time Multiple RBIs game 
this season.

Next up, the Eagles will be returning 
to Ypsilanti for a four-game series against 
Ohio University, April 15-17, at the Oestrike 
Stadium.

For more information and to stay up to 
date on EMU mens’ baseball, you can visit 
EMUEagles.com.

EMU tennis falls 
short at home 
in 4-3 defeat to 
Northern Illinois
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University tennis 
team (14-15, 2-6 Mid-American Conference) 
fell short of capturing a win at home on Friday, 
April 16, to Northern Illinois University (15-
11, 2-6 Mid-American Conference). The 
Huskies defeated the Eagles 4-3, earning 
win number 15 of the season, as EMU falls 
to 14-15. 

Redshirt seniors Luisa Pelayo and Grace 
Whitney improved their winning streak to 
three straight, as they defeated NU’s No. 2 
pair, 6-3. 

NU’s No. 1 pair, and No. 3 pair each won 
their matchup, knocking EMU down, 1-0, 
going into singles action. 

Moving to singles, redshirt senior Vasavi 
Ganesan won her matchups, 6-0, and 6-2, 
at No.4 to put EMU on the board. Redshirt 
junior Emma-Lou Pommiers dominated 
at the No. 5 spot, winning 6-1, 6-1. Luisa 
Pelayo competed at the No. 1 spot, tallying 
another victory for EMU, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

The Eagles were unable to connect and 
pick up the final point they needed as they 
fell to the Huskies, 4-3. 

Next up, the Eagles will close out their 
home schedule as they host a doubleheader 
which will also be Senior Day for the 
program. The first match will be played at 1 
p.m. against Western Michigan University, 
followed by Northwestern Ohio at 5 p.m. 

For more information on the Eastern 
Michigan University tennis team, you can 
visit EMUEagles.com. 
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 591 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough

#PROBLEMSOFA20XXHERO | NICK M. #PROBLEMSOFA20XXHERO | NICK M.

HISTORICAL HELEN | BRIE BEASLEY SELF-DESTRUCTIVE DR.WEEZY | TARIQ HARRIS
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