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EMU women’s basketball 
defeats Western Michigan;
loses to Ball State

  See page 6

What are EMU 

students doing for 

Valentine’s Day? 

”I’m singing in the voice 

area recital in Alexander 

Recital Hall. It’s free for 

everyone at 12 p.m.” 

— Alyssa Malbon

Vocal Music Education

“Go out to eat breakfast 

with my sister and family.”

— Uzi Makhdoom,

History

“Have class, but afterwards 

gonna play games and order 

food with my best friend.”

— Sabrina Kean,

Computer Science

EMU paleontology professor Steve LoDuca 
receives Outstanding Educator Award
CAITLIN      MICHAEL
NEWS REPORTER

On Dec. 8, 2022, Eastern Michigan 
University professor Steve LoDuca 
received the Outstanding Educator Award 
from the Michigan chapter of the American 
Institute of Professional Geologists. 

LoDuca grew up in Wisconsin and 
received his bachelor’s degree in geology 
at the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh in 
1984. He then got his master’s 
degree in paleontology and 
petroleum geology at the 
University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee in 1986. 

Now, he teaches 
paleontology, sedimentology 
and stratigraphy at EMU. 

LoDuca said he originally 
wanted to be an oil geologist 
but became interested in 
teaching while completing his 
Master’s. During his graduate 
studies, LoDuca worked as a 
graduate assistant teaching 
labs for paleontology courses.

“I was terrified at first 
because I had never done any 
teaching before, but then as 
I got into it I discovered that 
I really enjoyed it,” LoDuca 
said. 

Just two weeks after 
completing his doctorate 
in paleontology and 
sedimentology geology at 
the University of Rochester 
in 1990, LoDuca started 
working at EMU. 

The professor has traveled 
to China and Estonia to do 
paleontology research with 
his colleagues and has also 
gone to Canada and various 
places around the United 
States to advance his research. 

“My true dream was to always become 
a paleontologist and so far I have had a 
very satisfying and rewarding career,“ 
LoDuca said. “I have been able to do a lot 
of research in paleontology. More than my 
wildest dreams.”

Professor Chris Gellasch, a member of 
the geologists institute, nominated LoDuca 
for the award. Gellasch is a colleague and 

a former student of LoDuca from his very 
first class he taught at EMU back in 1990. 

Before winning, LoDuca had no prior 
knowledge that Gellasch nominated him.

“I was home on a Thursday evening and 
I checked my email to see if any students 
needed help with anything, then I saw an 
email from someone I didn’t recognize 
and that is how I found out about the 
nomination,” LoDuca said. :I turned to my 
wife and said there must be some mistake. 
It was very nice and very surprising.” 

LoDuca puts his heart and soul into his 
job and career, stating that he has managed 
to work it out so that he is living the dream 
by teaching paleontology and having 
opportunities to research more in-depth 
about it too. He finds it gratifying to get 
recognition for the work he does at EMU, 
and he stated that it means a lot to him.

“Every day is an award for me just by 

getting to come to work and do what I 
do. This award is like icing on the cake,” 
LoDuca said. 

EMU does not have a graduate program 
for geology, which gives LoDuca a chance 
to put all his focus on undergraduates. He 
has been able to work on senior theses with 
his students and watch them move up in the 
field. Some students he has worked with 
went on to receive doctoral degrees at the 
Colorado School of Mines and Virginia 
Tech. 

“It is wonderful to see 
former students continue 
to grow and develop 
and reach very high 
levels in the field. It was 
also amazing to see Dr. 
Gellasch become a part of 
the faculty here at EMU 
and come full circle,” 
LoDuca said.

The institute’s event 
was hosted at the Weber’s 
banquet hall in Ann 
Arbor. During the event, 
LoDuca was able to attend 
the regular geologists 
meeting and was a guest 
judge for student poster 
presentations.

Apart from the 
Outstanding Educator 
Award that Gellasch 
presented to LoDuca, 
awards were also handed 
out to long-term members 
of the institute. LoDuca 
said to everyone at the 
event that this award is 
more of a reflection on 
the quality of the geology 
program at EMU rather 
than him individually. He 
stated that he considers 
himself very lucky to 
work in a department that 

is very supportive and has great faculty. 
“It’s a team effort as much as anything 

else,” LoDuca said. 
LoDuca teaches a variety of courses at 

EMU and is an advisor for geology majors 
and minors. If you would like to learn more 
about the geography and geology program 
at EMU, visit emich.edu/geography-
geology.

EMU alumna gives back to African-American 
students through scholarship opportunities
ERIN      FLYNN
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s Black 
Alumni Association (EMUBA) is creating 
scholarship opportunities to support 
African-American students in their 
financial and professional needs. 

Former EMU alumna Brittni L. Brown 
got together with EMUBA to create 

the Brittni L. Brown Book scholarship. 
This scholarship would support African-
American undergraduate students 
pursuing journalism and public relations. 
These are two fields that currently have 
a low percentage of African-American 
employees. 

“I wanted to make sure that there are 
more opportunities for African-American 
students and that they see there are Black 

men and women in this 
industry and field,” 
Brown said. “You don’t 
have to be on the radio 
or a news anchor, but 
there are different ways 
you can hone in on the 
actual profession and 
that’s why I wanted to 
create the scholarship.”

During her time 
at EMU, one of the 
first events that Brown 
attended was an event 
hosted by EMU’s Black 
Alumni Association. 
There, she received 
the first scholarship 
of her own from the 

association as an undergrad.
“I was introduced to a community 

where whatever you need help with, they 
are serving as that support system,” Brown 
said. “That scholarship gave me just the 
encouragement and push I needed. It could 
have been $500, $750, or $1,000, but it 
gave me just what I needed to pay for books 
and other things to that effect.”

Brown now works as the founder and 
principal publicist of The Bee Agency 
Public Relations, an internationally 
recognized public relations agency that 
specializes in strategy, event coordination, 
and hands-on strategic communications 
for brands. She holds a commitment of 
encouraging and aiding in the development 
of emergent PR professionals looking to 
hold careers in the communication and PR 
industry. 

“People like Brittni L. Brown has the 
passion to give back and pay it forward 
because somebody else gave them that 
opportunity,” Dr. Shetina M. Jones, 
president of the EMUBA, said.

Brown continues to strive for new, 
innovative ways to give back to the 
community and individuals in her 
profession. She hopes that her efforts will 

allow more African-American students 
to pursue public relations and journalism 
fields. 

The Brittni L. Brown scholarship 
accepts new applicants annually. For more 
information about the scholarship, visit 
EMU’s Black Alumni Association website.
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New owner of Ypsilanti building announces 
plans for a ‘musical ecosystem’
LAYLA  MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Ypsilanti City Council members, 
business owners and creatives gathered 
Friday for a discussion at 2 West Michigan 
Avenue to talk about their dreams for an 
artist’s haven in the historic building. 

Materials Unlimited, the antiques and 
construction supply store previously in 
the space, shut down in September after 
50 years of business. Long-time owner 
Reynold Lowe sold the 4,356-square-foot 
art deco building to Jamie Taralunga, a 
woman with ideas to build what she called 
a musical ecosystem catering to artists in 
Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor and Detroit.

Taralunga said her goal is to create a 
community for artists of all sorts to teach, 
create, perform, learn and collaborate.

Currently, the space is mostly empty, 
with some art on the walls, a few chairs, 
and scattered instruments for people to play 
before construction begins. 

About 30 people attended the event on 
the ground floor of the building. Speakers 
at the event included Ypsilanti council 
member Steve Wilcoxen; Eastern Michigan 
University College of Business President 
Mark Smith; Goeff Michael, owner of  Big 
Sky Recording in Ann Arborand Detroit 
drummer Gayelynn McKinny.

Tamara Burns, an architect with 
Hopkins Burns Design Studios in Ann 
Arbor, led the conversation with a 
presentation on the building’s history, and 
plans for reconstruction. The design studio 
specializes in historic structures.

Originally a Staebler Brothers Motors in 
1927, the building later served as Oakland 
Pontiac and Oldsmobile dealerships, then 
belonged to Chrysler in 1944, Burns said. 

During World War II, the building turned 
into a dance and music entertainment hall. 

“What construction here would look 
like is more rehab, it’s repurposing,” 
Taralunga said. “It’s what I can use to pay 
homage to its many past lives or more of 
the notable ones like the auto industry of 
the 1920s.” 

The owner wants to incorporate pieces 
of the building’s history into a modernized 
design.

Burns outlined preliminary physical 
plans for each floor, starting with 
restoration of the front of the building to 
a more modernized design with further 
options for accessibility. 

“This building will be fully accessible 
to everyone so very inclusive, anybody can 
come in no matter their physical abilities,” 
Burns said. 

On the main floor as visitors walk in 
the front, there will be spaces with rooms 
for people to teach and record, Burns and 
Taralunga said.

Upstairs, Taralunga hopes to have a 
balcony for people to watch live music 
happening outside. The plan also includes 
second-floor lodging for musicians, 
because Taralunga said places for short-
term trips are few and far between in 
Ypsilanti. 

“Sometimes that’s the hard thing to 
find is a place to stay. So, Jamie’s having it 
set up so she’s making them right at home 
here,” Burns said. 

Leading right into Riverside Park, the 
largest space in the building is the lower 
level, where Taralunga hopes to host food 
and cafe pop-ups to feed and fuel the 
community. 

“To honor the food artisans, I’m 

thinking about all the artists,” Taralunga 
said.  

Another big piece of the lower level 
will be a record store, as well as record 
pressing, much like that of Jack White’s 
Third Man Records in Detroit, Taralunga 
said, adding that she is working with White 
as she develops the project.

The Detroit record store is one of just 
a few record pressing plants in the nation. 
The store design allows customers to walk 
in and view the process and machinery 
through a large glass window. Taralunga 
said the plans include a similar option in 
Ypsilanti, with windows both inside near 
the record store and outside to view the 
magic of the manufacturing. 

Taralunga said that while interior 
construction might take more than a year, 
she hopes to host outdoor events and get 
things going as soon as possible. 

For updates and information, follow 
@2westypsi on Instagram.

SHAYLA  MOSTYN
NEWS REPORTER

Society of Women Engineers at Eastern Michigan 
University is a club with the goal of providing members 
with hands-on experiences and educating them on 
everything GameAbove College of Engineering and 
Technology has to offer.

GameAbove College of Engineering and Technology 
(CET) is dedicated to helping students gain hands-on 
experience in the fields of engineering, technology, gaming, 
aviation and many others and is 
home to many different clubs, 
one of which is the Society of 
Women Engineers (SWE). 

Members get the chance 
to connect with faculty 
within the College and help 
to educate younger kids in 
the field of engineering and 
technology as well as show 
them what GameAbove is all 
about. Opportunities include 
networking, listening in on 
classes and learning about 
the different branches of 
engineering.

“We open the volunteering 
to everyone. We try to bring 

everyone on trips,” Ella Keena, SWE’s vice president, said. 
“They’ll bring high schoolers and middle schoolers, and 
we do projects with them.” 

Due to the variety of majors that fall under GameAbove 
CET, the members are able to learn together and do 
workshops where they can each demonstrate a skill they 
have learned. From the machine shop, to the robotics lab, 
to the 3-D printer, the CET has much to offer in the field. 

Society of Women Engineers helps students to enhance 
their skills in order to open up a broader range of job 
opportunities in that field later on. 

“When you’re in engineering, especially mechanical, 
you need to know a lot of different things. You never know 
what you’re going to be working on,” Keena said.   

In addition to working in the shops and volunteering 
events, SWE does presentation nights in which students can 
make a presentation regarding a topic they are interested 
in. They also have game nights, fun projects and much 
more. Although the name of the club specifies “Women 
Engineers,” one does not need to identify as a woman to 
take part in the club. 

“It is a social club for networking and learning about 
the [CET] building,” 
Kara Bishop, the club's 
treasurer, said.

Due to Eastern 
Michigan University’s 
small student body 
population, the club 
started with a minimal 
amount of members 
when it first started in 
2019. However, it has 
expanded in recent years. 

“We would love to 
see young people. Young, 
fresh ideas and fast-paced 
minds,” Keena said.

“We built it up and we 
want to keep it going,” 
Bishop said. 

Club Spotlight: Society of Women Engineers

MARIE    WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Planned Parenthood Generation Action 
at Eastern Michigan University is a college 
chapter of Planned Parenthood that focuses 
on giving students a reproductive voice.

Serving as a network of student activists, 
Planned Parenthood Generation Action 
organizes events on college campuses with 
the mission to spread awareness about 
reproductive rights and health.

The organization is widespread with 
nearly 350 groups on campuses across the 
country. 

At EMU, the club initially started as 
Students for Choice, but was later picked 
up by Planned Parenthood in 2019 and 
became a chapter. 

The group hosts several recurring 
events every year such as Costumes and 
Consent, which happens in October, and 
Paint and Pourgasm, which will occur in 
March.

Sex in the Dark, the organization’s 
last event — a collaboration with Campus 
Life and the Women’s Resource Center 

— took place on Feb. 9 and featured a 
panel of sexual health experts to answer 
students' questions anonymously, with the 
goal to inform students about sex in a safe 
space. The panel was followed by light 
refreshments, a cookie decorating station, 
and free safe sex kits for all attendees.

The event was first created in 2013 by 
Boston University Student Health Services, 
later spreading to many other universities. 

Aiming to get students involved in 
the fight for reproductive freedom, the 
organization holds events for students that 
combine sex education and fun. During 
this past election cycle, a heavy emphasis 
was put on working with students to get 
reproductive rights on the ballot.

“We want to see more positive attitudes 
and environments around sex positivity and 
conversations around sex and reproductive 
rights and abortions,” Ameera Salman, 
vice president of the organization, said. 
“I think college students really care about 
these kinds of things and we are reflecting 
what the campus wants.”

As a Planned Parenthood chapter, the 
organization is a resource for students to 
access safe sex supplies such as condoms, 

Club Spotlight: Planned Parenthood Generation Action

SEX IN THE DARK’S PANEL INCLUDED JAMIE EATHORNE, SEX EDUCATOR WITH THE 
MONROE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT; KATHRYN FARKAS FROM THE EMU TITLE 
IX OFFICE; PAMELA LANDAU FROM EMU’S HUMAN SEXUALITY MINOR; CATHY 
BAMRICK, A LOCAL SEXUAL HEALTH NURSE; AND JAY SLOAN, THE GRADUATE 
ASSISTANT AT THE LGBT RESOURCE CENTER. 

“We distribute a lot of safe sex materials 
that students would not have had or paid a 
lot of money for otherwise,” Daira Lloyd, 
president of the organization, said. “People 
can reach out to us at any time if they need 

anything. Resources, safe sex materials, 
someone to go to Planned Parenthood with 
them to get an abortion or anything we are 
more than willing to help.”

PHOTO CREDIT: AMEERA  SALMAN
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Motown music competition finalist 
is EMU alumna Marissa Conniff
LAYLA  MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Eastern Michigan University alumna 
Marissa Conniff is a top-ten finalist of 
Hitsville NEXT’s “Amplify: The Sound 
of Detroit” music competition, preparing 
to perform on stage at Gem Theatre for the 
finale on March 15. 

Detroit is home to an abundance of 
history, one specific area being musically, 
as Motown had large impacts on the sounds 
of soul, pop and rock music nationwide. 
To continue the legacy, The Motown 
Museum, or “Hitsville U.S.A,” offers a 
creative and educational hub for emerging 
artists and entrepenuers in and around the 
city of Detroit. 

“If you’re from Michigan it’s like kind 
of impossible for you to not understand the 
impact of Motown and what that meant,“ 
Conniff said. “That’s what’s really amazing 
about it is that there’s still this Motown 
legacy happening and I’m invited to be 
apart of that, that’s like the coolest thing.” 

The program, called Hitsville NEXT, 
puts on the annual music competition 
and also hosts programs, workshops, 
masterclasses and other events year round.

2023 is the first year since the pandemic 
that the competition will be live again, 
something that Conniff is super happy to 
be a part of. 

Now 33-years-old, Conniff began 
singing super young and said that she 
taught herself how by listening to Christina 
Aguliera. Along with her passion for 
singing, the musician can now play a little 
guitar and piano and work audio recording 
equipment. 

“That was sort of my escape, my 
outlet, when I needed time to myself and 
to get away from the things I was dealing 
with I went to music,” Conniff said. “I 
told myself if I can learn how to sing this 
Christina Aguliera album then I’ll be able 
to sing anything and that got me pretty far.” 

Moving into her formative years, 
Conniff participated in choir and theater 
at Woodhaven High School, and acted in 
shows at EMU including “Dead Mans Cell 
Phone” and “Pippy Longstocking.” 

After graduating from EMU in 2013 
with an arts management major and minors 
in marketing and theater, Conniff dove 
head first into her solo music career and 
performed original music around south 
east Michigan. 

“Life kinda happened and I kind of ran 
into these health concerns where it was like 
‘you should have a baby now or you might 
not be able to have a baby’,“ Conniff said. 
“I really wanted a family so I had my child 
when I was 27 which was a lot younger 
than I had planned on being when I had 
him.”

In March 2020, when her son was about 
two and a half years old, Conniff thought 
it was time to get back into music. But, 
COVID-19 came and everything came to 
a stand still yet again. 

Besides getting involved in a 
collaborative music app during the 
pandemic, the Motown competition has 
been Conniff’s first reintroduction to a 
music career. 

“I’m stepping back out there again 
for the first time since my son was born,” 

Conniff said. “That’s like really exciting in 
a lot of ways to be like starting out with 
something so big.”

Conniff feels that her situation is unique 
to her runners-up, most of whom are doing 
gigs, while she is just getting going again. 

Currently, Hitsville NEXT is having 
all ten finalists go through an artist 
development program to perfect their 
performance is every aspect with mentors 
Beth Griffith-Manley, Curtiss Boone, Kern 
Brantley and Tristan Andrews. 

After each artist chose three songs and 
the coaches helped them narrow it down to 
one for the finale. 

“I don’t know if I can say what song I’m 
doing yet, but what I can say is that I’ll be 
bringing rock and roll to this competition 
and I’m the only rock and roll person 
performing,” Conniff said. “Right now 
I’m really focusing on developing myself 
as this rock artist so I’m really looking 
at people like Freddie Mercury, Brandy 
Carlyle, Paramore, Alanis Morrisette, 
those are my inspirations right now.” 

Motown music helped break societal 
barriers for Black musicians, many of 
whom laid the groundwork for modern 
music. Conniff is grateful to be a part of 
a competition that highlights Detroit and 
its’ history, and loves the uniqueness and 
variety the city has to offer. 

“I know what it means to a lot of 
people, especially the people in Detroit, so 
to be welcomed into that space, it’s very, 
very amazing as a musician,” she said. “I 
do like that there’s like this side of Motown 
that was like very rock and roll, like they 
produced rock bands like Rare Earth is like 
a serious rock and roll band and they were 
on Motown records so I’m excited to sort 
of highlight that side of Motown.” 

The EMU alumna is aiming to win a 
top-three spot, which will be decided by 
three judges.

First place will win $5000 and 
mentorships, as well as the chance to 
record a song at the Motown studios and do 
additional performances with the museum 
throughout the year. Second and third 
place winners will get the same, but with a 
smaller cash prize and no mentorships. 

At this point in the competition, the 
finalists have all met each other and have 
heard one another sing, practicing at the 
studio at least once a week. 

“We’re all like following each other 
on Instagram now that it’s all been made 

public, but we haven’t gotten to spend alot 
of time together,” she said. “I think that’s 
gonna change as like we rehearse more 
for the show because everything’s very 
individualized right now.”

Conniff said that her ultimate goal for 
the competition is to represent herself and 
hopes that it helps to kick her career back 
to where it was before having a child. 

“Not many people get the chance to get 
to live their full rockstar fantasy, so like, 
I’m gonna live it and I figure if I do that 
then I’ve won,” she said.

Aside from music, Conniff has her 
own marketing company called Upward 
Anthems. 

It is important to her that she can 
pursue music while still having the time 
and ability to be a mother and a marketer. 
Often, Conniff feels that people make 
being a musician seem all or nothing, but 
she doesn’t agree. 

“When I was growing up I was kind 
of like taught that if you’re gonna be 
a musician you have to do it full time at 
the level of Brittney Spears or you have 
nothing, and that’s really not true,“ she 
said. “I wanna continue living my life, I run 
my own marketing business from home, so 
I wanna continue running my business, 
living in Michigan with my family and 
doing gigs and singing, being a singer, I 
wanna have it all.”

Conniff’s biggest takeaway from being 
a part of the competition is the importance 
of believing in yourself, which she hopes 
all EMU students do as well. 

“What I learned at EMU was that you 
get out of EMU what you put in,” Conniff 
said. “If you have any kind of aspirations, 
there are teachers and professors who are 
waiting for the passionate students to come 
banging on their door.” 

She said that since everyone doesn’t 
take advantage of the opportunities at 
EMU, there are a lot of them out there just 
waiting for students to fill them in. 

“I think kind of reminding EMU 
students that you go to a good school, 
you have a lot of resources at hand, take 
as much advantage of them as you can 
because once you get out of college things 
kind of change and those doors don’t swing 
open as easily,” Conniff said. 

People interested in attending the live 
performance finale on March 15 should 
stay up to date on ticket sales through 
Instagram @hitsvillenext. 

VICTORIA  SMITH 
COPY EDITOR

Check out this week’s events being held 
at Eastern Michigan University and around 
Ypsilanti.

Pamper Her - Feb. 13
Join Kings of Color in an event 

dedicated to pampering. Free massages will 
be provided while products and services 
such as facials, skin care products, and 
more, will be offered from vendors. The 
event will take place from 7-9 p.m. in room 
300 of the Student Center.

Palentines Day - Feb. 14
Campus Life will be providing cards, 

flowers, and treats to aid in showing 
appreciation for others. The supplies are 
free and will be avaliable from 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. in the Student Center.

The Self-Love Soirée - Feb. 14
Active Minds at EMU is hosting an 

event that will discuss different love 
languages and different ways to practice 
and implement self-care. It will take place 
from 7-9 p.m. in room 320 of the Student 

Center.
Black History Month presentation by 

Mayor Brown - Feb. 15
The Department of Africology and 

African American Studies presents “My 
Journey to City Hall: Lessons for Aspiring 
Young Politicians” in Student Center room 
208. Ypsilanti Mayor Nicole Brown will 
speak from 12-2 p.m. about her journey 
from EMU to politics and more.

Heal Humanity Now - Feb. 15
With Tomay Douglas, a sought-after 

authority on restorative justice, learn 
how compassion, awareness, reflexivity, 
and equity may be utilized to promote 
important talks, strengthen relationships, 
and boost favorable results. The program 
will run from 2-3:30 p.m. in room 208 of 
the Student Center.

60 Years of Civil Rights - Feb. 15 
In the last presentation of the day, 

EMU’s Civil Rights and Social Justice 
Center is presenting “A Conversation on 
Race, Policing, & Social Justice: Where Do 
We Go From Here?” with EMU alumnus 
Marques Banks. 

The event will take place in Student 

Center Ballroom B at 5 p.m, followed by a 
panel discussion. 

Psychiatric Hospitals and 
Community Mental Health - Feb. 16

The Psychology Club will be sharing 
information about professional mental 
health facilities. Topics such as career-field 
options and the facilities’ services plan to 
be discussed. The event will be held at 5 
p.m. in room 328 of Mark Jefferson and 
refreshments will be provided.

Aspiring Black Educators Meet & 
Greet - Feb. 16

Aspiring Black Educators will be 
hosting an event in which individuals 
can meet members on the organization’s 
executive board and learn more about the 
organization. The event will run from 6-7 
p.m. in room 320 of the Student Center.

Self Love in Drag - Feb. 16
Gender-fluid fashion as well as drag 

culture and community will be highlighted 
during this Campus Life event. Individuals 
will have the opportunity to watch 
performances, play trivia, and partake in a 
student fashion show. The event will take 
place from 7-10 p.m. in the Student Center 

Ballroom.
“Stick Fly” - Feb. 17-19
EMU Theatre is currently performing 

its run of “Stick Fly.” Written by Lydia 
R. Diamond and directed by Randy M. 
Stewart, “Stick Fly” is a play that follows 
the LeVay family as they visit their summer 
home for a weekend. 

Covering topics such as race, privilege, 
and responsibilty, this play is suggested for 
mature audiences. 

Productions will take place at the 
Legacy Theatre, and showtimes are at 7 
p.m. on Feb. 17-18 and at 2 p.m. on Feb. 
19. Student admission costs $12.

Tap Into Love with Ypsi Pride: A 
Storytelling Event - Feb. 17

Ypsi Pride will be hosting a night 
dedicated to the sharing of love stories. The 
stories were submitted online, and each 
story will be shared either by the individual 
who submitted it or by a host of the event, 
depending on if anonymity was requested. 

The event will take place from 8-11 
p.m. at The Tap Room and a $10 donation 
is suggested.

An overview 
of the 2023 
Grammys
CAITLIN  MICHAEL 
NEWS REPORTER

The 65th annual Grammy Awards was 
presented by The Recording Academy and 
streamed live on Paramount+ and CBS on 
Feb. 5 at 7 p.m. EST. 

The Grammys, which is known 
as music’s highest honor, recognizes 
outstanding achievements in the music 
industry. The award show was hosted 
by Trevor Noah, and this was his third 
consecutive year in a row hosting.

The premiere ceremony started at 
3:30 p.m. and featured performances by 
Grammy nominees Arooj Aftab, Madison 
Cunningham, Samara Joy, Anoushka 
Shankar, and other performers. The 
premiere included categories like jazz, 
rock, gospel, christian music, and more. 

The most notable winners from the 
premiere ceremony included Viola Davis 
winning best audiobook, narration, and 
storytelling, and with this Grammy, 
completing her EGOT status. 

Lin-Manuel Miranda won best visual 
media compilation for “Encanto,” Beyoncé 
won best dance/electronic recording for 
“Break My Soul,” and Taylor Swift won 
best music video for “All Too Well: The 
Short Film.”

Artist Bad Bunny kicked off the 
Grammys with a performance of a medley 
of his songs “Un Verano Sin Ti,” “El 
Apagón,” and “Después De La Playa.” 
Other performances included Brandi 
Carlile, Luke Combs, Sam Smith featuring 
Kim Petras, Mary J. Blige, Lizzo, Harry 
Styles, and Steve Lacy. Stevie Wonder also 
took the stage to sing three of his classic 
songs and duet with Smokey Robinson 
and Chris Stapleton. 

The Grammys also dedicated a section 
to honor the musicians we lost in 2022. 
Kacey Musgraves, Quavo and Maverick 
City Music, Sheryl Crow, Bonnie Raitt, 
and Mick Fleetwood took to the stage and 
gave tribute to these artists through their 
musical talents. 

The most notable winners are Harry 
Styles winning album of the year, Lizzo 
winning record of the year, Bonnie Raitt 
winning song of the year, Adele winning 
best pop solo performance, Sam Smith 
and Kim Petras winning best pop duo 
performance, and Kendrick Lamar 
winning best rap album.

Beyoncé had an eventful night as well. 
She now holds the record for the most 
Grammy wins, totaling 32. She won best 
dance/electronic album and recording, best 
R&B song, and best R&B performance, 
scoring her a total of four Grammys this 
year.

The 50th anniversary of hip-hop was 
also celebrated through a Questlove-
curated medley, while DJ Khaled ended 
the night with John Legend, Lil Wayne, 
Rick Ross, and Fridayy singing their song 
“God Did.”

Many awards were given out during 
the Grammys. To see the full list, you can 
head to grammy.com. If you missed the 
live show, you can head to live.grammy.
com to watch acceptance speeches and 
performances, or you can catch the full 
show on Paramount+.

What’s the move at EMU? Feb. 13-19
NewsNews
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Songs to make Valentine’s Day 
bearable for the heartbroken
KASPER  MIELKE
COLUMNIST

Every so often, a decent love song 
is released into the airwaves, and all of 
sudden, someone has a song to have their 
first dance to at their wedding. Love can 
be a beautiful thing, but it is common for 
someone’s heart to break. 

Some avoid them because they might 
make the loss worse (especially when 
Valentine’s Day is quickly approaching), 
but in some cases, a song about breaking 
up is just the remedy for a broken heart. A 
great thing about songs about heartbreak 
is the multimodality it takes on. It can be 
anywhere from being sad about losing 
someone great, spiteful because said 
person did something awful, or even happy 
because ending it was the right choice. 

Here are some of my top choices to help 
the heart heal following a breakup. 

1) “Over You” - Daughtry
This is one of those songs where it goes 

further than just heartbreak. “Over You” is 
about someone finally being able to move 

on from a previous relationship. It even 
goes on to reflect on the relationship in 
saying they “should’ve started running a 
long long time ago.” The speaker is happy 
to move on from this portion of their life. 

The music drives the point of the song 
home. It is a genre that is getting lost in 
time with each passing day, but songs 
from that era of “dad rock” should not be 
completely ignored, especially ones as 
insightful as this. 

2) “Wilt” - Whale Bones 
While the last song was content with 

understanding their breakup, this song 
might be the opposite. This ballad is 
seemingly regretful of what happened to 
their past relationship. 

“I played pretend to fit your world.” 
This lyric in particular is a pretty good 
example of the message, as it is saying the 
speaker changed who they are to fit their 
former partner’s fantasy. Unfortunately, 
this is a really common thing found in 
romantic relationships. Some people feel 
the need to change who they are in order to 
feel the love of another person, no matter 

how bad it is hurting them.
3) “Everybody but You” - State 

Champs feat. Ben Barlow
This pop-punk anthem is seemingly the 

opposite of the previous song. It may not 
be as lyrically complex, but it is certainly 
joyous in thinking about leaving their 
partner. While it does express regret, the 
regret was getting into the relationship 
in the first place. That is also a common 
theme when it comes to breakups.

What drives the point home in this 
song is the instrumental aspect. Since it is 
a pop-punk song, the guitar is the driving 
force in making this breakup song a happy 
occasion. The vocals are what make this 
song seem like an anthem, as the frontman 
does just yell the chorus. This song is best 
listened to in a car with the windows down, 
belting the lyrics. 

Breakups can be extremely difficult 
whether they are romantic or not, and it 
often feels like the end of the world when 
they happen. While going through them, a 
support system is in order, and what is a 
better support system than music?

MARIE  WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

These are five movies that are the 
epitome of humor, romance, and sadness, 
all the emotions one can feel on Valentine’s 
Day. If you’re in a mood to laugh or cry, 
there’s a movie on this list for everyone.

5. “My Policeman” (2022)
‘My Policeman’ is for people who want 

to watch a tragic love story this holiday. 
“My Policeman” is a sob-inducing film 
that’ll fill your heart with love and dread. 
If you are single or in a relationship, this 
movie will make you feel all the emotions.

4. “The Proposal” (2009) 
‘The Propsal’ is one I watch over and 

over again, and it never gets old. Starring 
Ryan Reynolds, Sandra Bullock and 
Betty White, how much funnier can a cast 
get? This is one of those rom-coms I’ll 
recommend to the end of time. It’s funny, 
sweet and absolutely hilarious to watch 
at any time, but especially on Valentine’s 
Day.

3. “Pride and Prejudice” (2005) 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ is slow burn 

central. If you’re a fan of historical 
romances and have never watched this film 
before, you need to watch it immediately. 
This film, based on the Jane Austen novel, 
is the perfection of a historical slow burn 
romance with a fantastic cast. Starring 
Keira Knightley and Matthew Macfadyen 
as a perfect yearning pair of lovers, this 
movie adaptation will have you watching 
over and over again throughout the years.

2. “Mamma Mia!” (2008)
‘Mamma Mia!’ is a fantastic movie 

musical that is extremely catchy. It’s a 
jukebox musical set to the songs of ABBA, 
which is fantastic on its own. Then you 
add in a marvelous plot and amazing cast 
starring Meryl Streep, Amanda Seyfried, 
Pierce Brosnan, and Colin Firth, it makes 
it a hit. This movie is romantic, fun, and 
an overall blast to watch for you and your 
loved ones (or even by yourself). 

1. “10 Things I Hate About You” 
(1999)

This is another classic rom-com I will 
never stop recommending. This is one 
of those films that just fills that nostalgic 
void in you and stands the test of time. 
Starring Julia Stiles and Heath Ledger, 
their characters just hit in the best ways 
possible. I love the plot and the ease of the 
movie, and Julia Stiles’ character is just 
out of this world. And not to mention no 
one ever forgets Heath Ledger’s bleacher 
scene, it’s the peak romance your kid self 
strived for.

Honorable mention: “The Prince & 
Me” (2004)

This is another rom-com that stands the 
test of time, and I simply adore rewatching. 
Julie Stiles was legit my childhood, and 
she had a very big impact on my movie 
watching. This film is a classic boy meets 
girl, but boy is a prince. It’s one of the rom-
coms with a simple enough plot, but it was 
executed amazingly well, and it set the 
mold for rom-coms.

5 best 
movies to 
binge on 
Valentine's

Netflix film 'A Perfect Pairing' is a 
great watch for Valentine's Day

5 songs to 
add to your 
Valentine’s 
Day playlist
MARIE  WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

These songs are perfect for anyone to 
add to their seasonal playlist. With a mix 
of songs for everyone to enjoy, whether in 
a relationship or not, these 5 songs are sure 
to make your Valentine’s Day.

5. “Lover” - Taylor Swift 
This song is almost a given for people 

in love this Feb. 14. “Lover” is a beautiful 
song about a loving relationship with a 
beautiful melody (and it’s Taylor Swift, so 
you can’t go wrong).

4. “abcdefu” - Gayle 
This is for all the single people out 

there who just want to scream and break 
a candy heart. This song is an angsty bop 
that’ll have you screaming in your car.

3. “Nonsense” - Sabrina Carpenter 
This song is for those people who make 

your mouth stop working and your brain 
fry looking at them. This song is an upbeat 
pop anthem that’ll have you thinking 
nonsense this holiday.

2. “Flowers” - Miley Cyrus 
This song is for single people that 

know their own worth and don’t need 
someone else to find happiness. You can 
be in a relationship and still love this song, 
but it’s a bop for all the independent people 
out there this holiday. This is an upbeat, 
foot-tapping song that’ll make you know 
that you can buy yourself some flowers.

1. “Invisible String” - Taylor Swift 
This song is one of my absolute 

favorite love songs. It’s about that person 
you meet that you’ve been connected to 
all along. With a catchy melody and lyrics, 
this for sure will put a smile on your face 
this season.

Honorable Mention: “Lay All Your 
Love On Me” - ABBA

Truly anything ABBA can get your 
soul moving and body grooving, but this is 
especially one to put on your v-day playlist. 
This song is about wanting someone to 
give all their love to you and the jealousy 
they feel (that we all can relate to).

MARIAM  FAKHREDDINE
COLUMNIST

"A Perfect Pairing" is a romantic 
comedy perfect to watch for Valentine's 
Day. The film stars Victoria Justice as Lola 
Alvarez and Adam Demos as Max Vaughn, 
whose on-screen chemistry carries the 
entire movie and keeps audiences intrigued. 

The Netflix movie centers on a self-
assured woman who finds love and 
fulfillment in Australia and offers enjoyable 
entertainment and a break from the stressors 
of life while appealing to viewers most 
wholesome instincts. 

Synopsis
The satisfaction of her clients comes 

before Lola Alvarez's own happiness. She 
adores her position as sales director at a 
wine distributor, but she loathes her ruthless, 

patronizing manager Calder. After a recent 
divorce, she put her love life on hold and 
hasn't felt the urge to resume it, citing her 
hectic job schedule as a justification. Lola 
quits in a fit of wrath and launches her 
own wine import company after a betrayed 
colleague named Audra, who was anxious 
about a promotion, betrays her.

Lola decides to take a trip to Australia 
to go after the client she originally wanted 
from her old job. When she arrived, it 
was not what she had anticipated. Instead 
of charming Hazel, she chose to accept a 
position as a farmhand. Lola desires to 
establish her value and convince Hazel 
that she is the best candidate for the winery 
position. Lola eventually learns how to 
work as a farmhand from Max Vaughn, 
which was quite an adventure.

Lola doesn't go through much growth, 
much less a significant storyline, because she 

is presented as capable from the beginning 
and rarely loses sight of her ambitions. The 
transformation is barely noticeable when 
she experiences an unavoidable realization 
of her exceptional 
chance despite a slight 
setback from becoming 
a farmhand. She wasn't 
just simply going 
through the motions; 
she was making her 
efforts count. Max has a 
more complete journey, 
although one that is 
only made possible by 
her presence, which 
helps him become more 
motivated to change for 
the better.

Being a farmhand 
taught Lola to appreciate 

the little things, and she formed a bond with 
a sheep she named Baa-rbra. She got a feel 
for farm life through this. She learned from 
the incident that she will stop at nothing 

to establish her 
independence and get 
what she wants. The 
audience has learned 
from this film that 
you may achieve your 
goals by working hard. 
It also demonstrates 
how genuine love 
may appear out of 
nowhere when you 
least expect it. There 
are few movies that 
are set in Australia, 
and the director really 
does a great job of 
portraying farm life. 

Because most people associate wineries 
in vineyards with California, the winery 
element of Australia is unique.

Why this is a perfect movie for 
Valentine's Day

A charming young actress is at the 
center of this predictable workplace rom-
com, and the ending comes as little to no 
surprise. However, it doesn't mean you 
can't still enjoy it; in fact, it's the ideal 
movie to watch when it comes to watching 
with a romantic partner on Valentine's Day. 

Given that Lola had previously been 
divorced, this is the ideal Valentine's Day 
movie since it showcases the incredible 
chemistry between Lola and Max and 
demonstrates that true love is worth the 
wait. 

On a journey that was taken solely for 
work, she one day met her true love.

I would rate the movie an 8 out of 10. 

MARIE  WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

If you like DC characters and hilarious 
romance, "Harley Quinn’s : A Very 
Problematic Valentine's Day Special” may 
be right up your alley. From car chases, to 
magic love spells, to slapstick humor, this 
special is definitely something different to 
watch and enjoy on Valentine’s Day.

Synopsis 
Harley Quinn and Poison Ivy are 

celebrating their first Valentine’s Day 
together, and Harley plans to give Ivy the 
best day ever. The special follows Harley, 
Ivy and the rest of the crew and how they 
spend the most romantic day of the year.

In this animated special, Kaley Cuoco 
voices Harley Quinn and Lake Bell voices 
Poison Ivy, with many other famous actors 
voicing characters. 

What I loved
The format of the special. It was a mix 

of action scenes and interviews with the 
characters in love in Gotham. It felt easy 
to understand if you had a basic knowledge 
of DC characters, and it just was really 
funny overall, even if you didn’t have 
prior knowledge. I really love the aspect 
of breaking the fourth wall in a show, and 
this one just really made it hilarious. From 
magic love spells to being forever alone, the 
special really just hit the nail on the head.

The plot of the special. I truly didn't 
know what I was getting myself into when 
watching this, but I really liked it. I follow 
several different plot lines with different 
characters, and it just makes you so 
interested. My favorite plot was the Harley 
and Ivy plot, which is obviously the biggest 
part, but I just think they're so special 
together, and it's hilarious and wholesome 
at the same time.

What I didn't love
Not understanding 

everything. Now this 
isn't just a special on 
its own, even though 
it's branded this way, 
it's just a special in 
the season of the 
show. While I have a 
basic understanding 
of DC characters, 
some characters had 
a backstory I didn't 
understand or were 
characters I didn't 
know, who obviously 
had a huge part in the 
special. There was one 
plot line where I didn't 
know the character at 
all so their quirks were 
unknown to me, and I 
didn't really understand 
them.

The humor was 
very unenjoyable at 
points. I'm not the 
biggest fan of what you 
would call low brow 
humor with continuous 
sex jokes and such. 
I'm fine with a bit of 
it, but after a while, it 
gets very redundant. 
There were several plot 
lines where that was 
the main point, and 
I'm not sure if it was 
their character’s personality or not, so I just 
didn't like it all that much.

Verdict 
I really liked this as a funny little 

Valentine's special, and it made me want 
to watch all the seasons of the show. Even 

if you don't know all the characters, I 
recommend watching it if you have HBO 
Max and seeing if you like it enough to 
watch more.

I give “Harley Quinn’s : A Very 
Problematic Valentine's Day Special” a 
6.5 out of 10.

Harley Quinn offers a hilarious special for 
all sorts of people this Valentine's Day

opiNioNsopiNioNs
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The unexpected winner of the 
Grammys Album of the Year

AARON  HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR

The Recording Academy of the United 
States hosts the Grammy Awards to 
acknowledge the art and content presented 
by musicians over the past year. 

In the beginning, the Grammys were a 
significant part of music and pop culture. 
In today’s age, the reason the Grammys is 
still mentioned is because of the constant 
mistakes in its voting. 

One of the biggest controversies in the 
2023 Grammys is the Album of the Year 
winner: Harry Styles’ “Harry’s House.”

This year’s Album of the Year nominees 
included Kendrick Lamar’s “Mr. Morale & 
The Big Steppers,” Mary J. Blige’s “Good 
Morning Gorgeous (Deluxe),” Beyoncé’s 
“RENAISSANCE,” Bad Bunny’s “Un 
Verano Sin Ti,” ABBA’s “Voyage,” 
Adele’s “30,” Brandi Carlile’s “In These 
Silent Days,” Coldplay’s “Music Of The 
Spheres,” Lizzo’s “Special,” and Harry 
Styles’ “Harry’s House.”

Some of the nominations themselves 
were questionable already, as there were 
relevant albums left out of the list and some 

included were not the artist’s best work. 
Ignoring that, the obvious choices were 

Kendrick Lamar, Beyoncé, Adele, and 
Harry Styles, since the quality or impact 
of their work is hard to ignore. I would say 
Bad Bunny, but the Recording Academy is 
notorious for being behind the ball in terms 
of diversity and open-mindedness. Out of 
those top four, many assumed Beyoncé 
would walk away with the award, but to 
the surprise of some, Styles won.

“Harry’s House” itself is filled with 
charisma and had great songs like “As 
It Was.” However, the quality is not 
comparable to the others. The vocal 
performance is not equal to Adele or 
Beyoncé and lacks emotion. The album 
starts to doze off halfway through, which 
cannot be said about “Mr. Morale & The 
Big Steppers” or “Un Verano Sin Ti.” 

Overall, it is a solid album, but it is 
shallow and lacks the personality that 
someone of Styles’ talent should be able 
to demonstrate, which is why the choice 
shocked many on social media.

For a while now, the award system 
has been controversial causing many 
superstars to call out or boycott the show, 
such as Eminem, The Weeknd, and Nicki 

Minaj. Some voters for the Grammys even 
released their reasoning behind their votes 
to Variety magazine. Many of these quotes 
display how tone-deaf the academy is and 
the lack of a true system. 

“With Beyoncé, the fact that every time 
she does something new, it’s a big event 
and everyone’s supposed to quake in their 
shoes — it’s a little too portentous,” said 
voter four, a music business veteran from 
the 70s. 

“Bad Bunny was by far the most 
commercially successful album of the year, 
but I think a lot of people have no idea who 
Bad Bunny is, just like when ‘Despacito’ 
was the biggest song of the year and didn’t 
win,” said voter one, a music manager who 
has been a Grammys voter for over 15 
years.

While it was great to see Harry Styles 
win, it was a shame that it came like this 
since it is hard to argue that the album is 
better than Beyoncé’s, Adele’s, Kendrick’s, 
or Bad Bunny’s. 

It would be great to see the award show 
listen to the viewers’ and artists’ complaints 
and revise the voting system. Till then, 
there will be more incidents like this.

JOUD  BAMEHRIZ
OPINIONS EDITOR

After watching the first three seasons of 
"Manifest," the release of a fourth season 
may make fans wonder what pieces could 
be added to the mysterious series.

Synopsis
The show is a supernatural drama 

revolving around passengers of a plane that 
the world thought had dissapeared. When 
the people on the flight landed safely, the 
world had aged five years, and many of 
their loved ones had grieved and moved on. 

By season four, the passengers in 
context realize that they have been given 
some superhuman abilities after the 
plane landed, and they wander around 
trying to solve the mystery of the plane's 
disappearance. However, while doing 
that, they have found themselves looking 
at a huge complicated puzzle that might 
endanger their lives. 

The fourth season of "Manifest" 
keeps on adding pieces and clues to 

the mysterious secret of a plane that 
disappeared for five and half years and 
returned with passengers that are no longer 
perceived as human creatures.

Season four makes the audience 
question whether the main characters will 
be able to figure everything out in such an 
entertaining way that keeps viewers around 
for more and more episodes.

Season highs 
In this season, the passengers work 

harder together and sometimes against each 
other, which I think adds a lot of action to 
the show. Furthermore, the storyline in 
this season is never predictable, and the 
person who is expected to be the suspect 
by the audience turns out to be completely 
innocent and vice versa. I believe that in 
the genre of the supernatural drama, a well-
written plot is always appreciated. Another 
thing that I liked about this season is that 
it manages to answer some old questions 
while adding some new ones to the list, so 
the curiosity never ends.

Season lows
The season starts with a big change 

in the main cast, which I believe 
the show would have been better 
without. Moreover, compared to 
previous seasons, the incidents in 
the new season take a slower pace 
making it somewhat boring, and it 
becomes hard to find the motive to 
keep watching the show. 

Additionally, the settings seem to 
be repetitive and mostly around the 
main characters' houses, which kind 
of takes away some of the magical 
scenery and things like that.

However, towards the end of 
the season, the story becomes 
more exciting, and it ends with a 
big cliffhanger. No doubt fans are 
waiting for the release of the second 
part of the season this year. 

Overall show rating: 
9.5/10 
Fourth season rating: 
8/10

Review: 'Manifest' 
season four is an 
enjoyable puzzle SYDNEY BROWN

COLUMNIST

Season one of HBO hit show 
"House of the Dragon," is reaching its 
six-month release point in a matter of 
days,  and remains relevant due to its 
large success as an entertaining and 
dramatic prequel to "Game of Thrones."  

Within the first week of the series' 
release, the show was renewed for a 
second season. It's remained popular 
amongst online groups and forums 
in both matters of conversation and 
memes.

"House of the Dragon" has outstanding 
writers Ryan Condal and the renowned 
George R.R. Martin, writer of the "Fire 
and Blood" novel that the show takes 
its inspiration from. In the book and the 
television series, the audience gets to over 
a hundred years before the main "Game 
of Thrones" plot line. This adds audience-
accessible lore to Westeros, the continent in 
which the show takes place. 

Extraordinary writing is essential to any 
successful show, and "House of Dragon" is 
capable of keeping an audience engaged. 

The show does a stellar job of re-
establishing the familiar environment of 
Westeros. The world-building was not 
completely finished, even though the show 
takes place in the same geographical area 

as its original -- the "Dance of Dragons" 
has just started brewing at the start of 
the season. We, the audience, get to see 
places in Westeros that were destroyed 
in the original series and hear of houses 
that will be extinct by the time of "Game 
of Thrones." This immediately spikes 
the interest of audience members, both 
returning to Westeros and new to Westeros.

The characters are enthralling and 
each decision that is made feels important 
to driving the plot; it doesn't feel like any 
time is wasted -- no scenes are filler scenes. 
This creates a breathtaking experience that 
mesmerizes binge-watchers like myself; 
walking away from the TV to go to work 
and classes was possible, but difficult. 

The technical work was great, too -- 
the set, lighting, makeup, camera angles, 
CGI, and the majority of the wigs for hair 

were aesthetically pleasing. A world of 
such conflict and violence was able to look 
beautiful and realistic, even when it was 
showing sickening gore.

The cast also has notable members. At 
first glance, I recognized Olivia Cooke, 
Matt Smith, and Ty Tennant. I feel that 
casting was done exceptionally well and I 
don't believe I'd prefer to swap any acting 
member out for anyone else.

As a whole, "House of the Dragon" 
is worthy of its praise and I have no 
complaints. The work put into the show 
is visible and has already paid off. The 
character-driven story fits perfectly within 
the world and provides an immersive 
experience along with acting, technical 
work and writing.

I would rate the series a 10 out of 10 
so far.

'House of the Dragon' 
is worthy of high praise
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EMU women's basketball soars 
past Western Michigan, 68-58

EMU women's basketball 
falls to Ball State, 68-50
DESTINY  JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s basketball team (12-10, 4-7 
MAC) fell short to Ball State University, 
68-50, Wednesday, Feb. 8, inside the 
George Gervin GameAbove Center.

The Eagles were led by sophomore 
guard Lachelle Austin, tallying 15 points, 
three rebounds, one steal, and one block. 
Center Tayra Eke added two points, six 
rebounds, two steals, and four blocks while 
senior Natalia Pineda helped with eight 
points.

“Tayra did a good job of bugging the 
paint and making it a little more difficult for 
them,” head coach Fred Castro said.

The Eagles' offense was effective from 

downtown, recording eight threes on 22 
attempts. Austin put up three shots from 
beyond the arc. EMU ended the contest 
with a total of five blocks as Eke helped 
out with four rejections, making it the most 
blocks she has recorded in a single game 
for the Eagles.

EMU fell behind quickly, 14-5, at 
the end of the first quarter. The Cardinals 
continuously built their lead, 16-5, before 
the Eagles scored seven back-to-back 
points with help from a bucket by Eke. Ball 
State quickly retook the lead with a 28-19 
lead heading into halftime.

Eastern Michigan’s deficit expanded 
after halftime with a 52-37 disadvantage 
into the final period in the contest. Ball 
State secured the lead during the fourth 

quarter with a 68-44 advantage over 
Eastern Michigan. Freshman guard Olivia 
Smith finished off a six-point run, with 
a three, ending the contest with a 68-50 
deficit for the Eagles.

“I thought we had some good looks, I 
thought we just didn’t capitalize on some 
of those opportunities,” Castro said. “The 
paint point battle is something we just have 
to win, and we just didn't do that today.”

Sophomore Kyndal Lewis added her 
very first three-pointer while Elena Cabello 
added two three-pointers with nine minutes 
in the game.

“In nine minutes I thought she did an 
excellent job, so Elena gets all the credit for 
that,” Castro said.

CODY  ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University men’s 
basketball team wrapped up a two-game 
road trip on Tuesday, Feb. 7 when the 
Eagles came up short in New York to the 
University at Buffalo by a score of 102-97 
inside of Alumni Arena. 

Despite junior Tyson Acuff leading 
EMU with a new career-best and game-
high 35 points, the Eagles suffered their 
second straight setback after ending the 
month of January on a two-game winning 
streak.

Acuff’s 35 points marked the second 
time in just three games that the Detroit 
native achieved a new personal best in 

scoring. Acuff’s previous career-scoring 
high was 29 and came a week prior when 
the team defeated Ohio on Jan. 31. Acuff 
also grabbed five rebounds off the glass 
which was matched by sophomores Emoni 
Bates’ and Colin Golson Jr.'s five boards 
a piece for a three-way share of most 
rebounds on the team. 

Bates’ 27 points scored in the game 
would be the second-highest scoring 
total of the night and brought his season 
scoring total to 488, which ranks as the 
sixth-highest number of points scored by 
a sophomore at EMU in a single season. 
Tuesday also marked the eighth time that 
Bates has registered 25+ in a game this 
season for the Eagles. 

Sophomore Noah Farrakhan was the 
third and final EMU scorer to tally double 

digits as he finished with 19 points, three 
assists, and three rebounds. Farrakhan 
has now produced at least one assist in 36 
consecutive games, a streak that dates back 
to last year’s campaign, and has done so in 
46 of his 49 games in an Eagles jersey.

EMU allowed Buffalo to get out in 
front 8-2 after the Bulls went on a 6-0 
run and looked to have control early, but 
momentum would begin to swing in the 
Eagles’ favor when Bates was fouled on a 
three-point attempt and was able to convert 
all three free throws. Just a few moments 
later, Acuff would also be fouled while 
shooting a long ball and go a perfect three 
for three from the free throw line which 
would give the Eagles their first lead of 
the night at the score of 20-19 with 9:51 
remaining in the opening period of play. 

EMU would continue to light it up in 
the first half and stretch the lead to eight 
points when Bates made good on an one-
and-one play and made the score 37-29 
with roughly four minutes to go until the 
break, but the Bulls would refuse to go 
away and only allowed the Eagles to enter 
halftime with a 48-44 advantage.

Coming out of intermission, all the 
shots would begin to fall Buffalo’s way as 
the Bulls outpaced the Eagles 34-16 in the 
first 10 minutes of gameplay in the second 
half and were able to enjoy their largest 
lead for the night of 14 shortly thereafter 
when the score was 80-66.

Acuff would pour in 20 points in the 
second half alone as he tried to will his 
team to a much-needed win on the road 
and was able to bring the Eagles within 

five points when all was said and done, but 
EMU would ultimately fall short of Buffalo 
by the score of 102-97. 

The 199-point scoring total of both 
teams marks the highest scoring game 
between the Bulls and Eagles since the two 
programs combined for 205 when EMU 
won in Buffalo on Feb. 3, 1999, and the 
second-most in series history.

The Eagles will be back at the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center on Saturday, 
Feb. 11 after playing four of their last five 
games away from Ypsilanti. Emoni Bates 
will be looking to score his 500th point of 
the season as he faces the team he dropped 
43 points against on national television on 
Jan. 24. 

Acuff and Bates combine for 62 in loss to Buffalo

MACKENZIE  THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

In a matchup against Western Michigan, 
the Eastern Michigan University women’s 
basketball team (13-10, 5-7 MAC) defeated 
the Broncos (10-13, 5-7 MAC), 68-58, on 
Saturday, Feb. 11. 

Junior Ce'Nara Skanes, Sophomore 
Tayra Eke, and Senior Irekpitan Ozzy-
Momodu led the Eagles in scoring, 
combining for 51 points. 

Skanes finished the contest with her 
30th career double-double recording 26 
points and 15 rebounds, her 12th career 
game with 20 or more points. 

On Skanes’ performance, head coach   

Fred Castro said in a postgame 
interview held by EMUAthletics, “You can 
tell how she impacted the game on both 
the offensive and defensive side Ce’Nara 
knows we need her to perform at a high 
level to win tough games.”

Eke recorded 14 points and three blocks 

for the green and white making this the 
sixth time this season that she’s recorded 
multiple blocks and scored double-digit 
points.

Ozzy-Momodu scored 11 points, 
grabbed six rebounds, and two blocks 
against the Broncos, her seventh game 
scoring double-digits.

The Eagles had a rocky start in the 
beginning of the game trailing the Broncos 
17-9 at the end of the first quarter. 

This is the 15th time this season  that 
EMU has held a team under 30 points in 
the first half.  

Going into the locker room at halftime 
up 31-23 against the Broncos, the Eagles 
held onto the lead until the Broncos 
attempted to cut into that lead during the 
third quarter.

With 2:26 left on the clock the Eagles 
continued to widen their lead that led them 
to victory.

“Western Michigan is a team that have 
some pieces that are really really dangerous 
and their defense, their zone is unlike 
anything that we see all year so preparing 

for it is not always the easiest thing to do 
but we found a way today to get a great 
home win,” Castro said. 

Next up, the Eagles are scheduled for a 
road game against the University of Akron 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15, with a 7 p.m. tip 
off that will be broadcasted on ESPN+.
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