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Lucky Haskins, an antique shop that 
opened in Depot Town last November, offers 
fun and retro items for shoppers including 
books, comics, glassware, science fiction 
toys, movie items, vintage jewelry, and more. 

"Basically, the shop is antiques, new 
things, and everything in-between,“ Ben 
Hourani, Ypsilanti native and owner of 
Lucky Haskins said. 

Hourani had been looking to set up 
shop in Ypsilanti for awhile and has other 
shops stationed in Ann Arbor and Dexter. In 
November, a desirable space at 27 E. Cross 
Street became available for Hourani and he 
was able to quickly move in and open his 
store in time for Black Friday. 

“I started out in Ypsi and I like Depot 
Town a lot, spent a lot of my formative years 

in the area and have always loved the shops,” 
Hourani said. “I love the people here. They 
are kind and, frankly, very real.”

Hourani hadn't always been an antique 
dealer; he worked in food service for 30 years 
before following his passion for owning an 
antique and collectible shop. Hourani grew 
up in Ypsilanti in the '70s on the 300 block 
of Washtenaw. 

“I’ve been buying and selling antiques 
and collectibles since I was a kid,” Hourani 
said. “I did flea markets with my grandparents 
a few times and got hooked early on.” 

Since its opening, the community has 
responded well to the shop and has been very 
welcoming. Hourani notes that patrons seem 
genuinely pleased with the items offered at 
the shop.

“It was a lot of work, but it was worth it,” 
Hourani said. “I am very pleased and grateful 
to have found a spot here in Ypsilanti.” 

Hourani himself cannot pick a favorite 

item from his shop with so much variety 
available.

“I like WW2 items a lot, vintage jewelry is 
fun, and I do really like smaller furnishings,” 
Hourani said. “As well as vintage clothes and 
comics, antique marble is another favorite.” 

The possibilities are endless at Lucky 
Haskins, as everyone should be able to find 
something that fits their personality in a 
unique way. 

“I enjoy selling antiques and collectibles. 
Not just to earn a living, but I genuinely enjoy 
the feeling of bringing people together with 
some super cool item they’ve been looking 
for forever,“ Hourani said. “Overall, I’d like 
people to know it's a fun shop. I do my best 
to keep prices fair when buying, selling, and 
trading. I like to sell things that can bring a 
little cheer.”

Lucy Haskins is located at 27 E Cross St., 
Ypsilanti and is open each week Wednesday 
through Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Lucky Haskins: 
Ypsilanti native 
Ben Hourani 
opens unique 
antique shop 
in Depot Town
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Cultivate Coffee & Tap House in 
Ypsilanti announced that the business is 
closing indefinitely beginning Saturday, Feb. 
5.

The owners of Cultivate, a Depot Town 
favorite coffee shop and bar, announced 
this decision on Monday, Jan. 31, citing 
issues due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
restrictions. 

“This place isn't the same as it used to be,” 
the owners said in a statement. “We admit 
that. And we know we can't change that.  
Although we don't think that is true forever 
and will do all we can to be back, it is very 
accurate at this moment in one critical and 
unfixable way, the viability of the physical 
gatherings that our space and garden allow.” 

Cultivate has an indoor space and outdoor 
beer garden where the owners set up a tent 
during the winter months to accommodate 
more guests. The owners said in their 
statement that the city of Ypsilanti has not 
responded to their requests to install a tent 
this year. 

“However, despite repeated efforts for 
City approval, we are still not approved 
to install it this winter,” the owners said in 
a statement. “Our last list of questions to 
the City of Ypsilanti building inspector on 
how to successfully move forward, which 
we raised back in Mid-December, are still 
unanswered.”

In a Facebook post following the 
announcement, Cultivate’s owners said that 
the city is not an “enemy” but “has made a 
brutal time in an already challenging industry 
unnecessarily harder in this case.” 

“If you feel led to speak up, we would be 
grateful, but also remember that it is likely a 
neighbor of yours on the other line. Be kind!” 
the owners said in the post. 

The statment also urged Ypsilanti 
residents to support local businesses such 
as Hyperion coffee shop, 734 Brewing, and 
Maiz, rather than “faceless corporations.” 

This week, some of Cultivate’s items will 
be sold at a discount to get rid of perishable 
foods. The owners are also offering a coffee 
subscription service, and the revenue from 
this month’s subscriptions will go toward 
their staff.

Ypsilanti’s Cultivate Coffee & Tap 
House announces indefinite closure

PHOTO CREDIT:  DAVID REYES
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Yael Rothfeld, a part-time lecturer at 
Eastern Michigan University’s School of 
Music and Dance and elementary music 
teacher at Thurston Elementary School, 
has been named a semifinalist for the 2022 
GRAMMY Music Educator Award.

The Music Educator Award “recognizes 
current educators who have made a 
significant and lasting contribution to the 
music education field and demonstrate 
a commitment to the broader cause of 
maintaining music education in the schools,” 
according to the GRAMMY Museum's 
website. 

Rothfeld was named one of 25 
semifinalists for this award.

“I was very surprised and honored to be 
nominated for the award.” Rothfield said. 
“My school is very supportive of what I 
do, and I enjoy working with my students, 
families, teachers, and administrators.” 

Rothfeld has worked at Thurston 
Elementary School in Ann Arbor for 19 years 
where she teaches music education to young 
children.

“I enjoy working at the elementary level 
because most of the time for my students, 
my class is their first music experience,“ 
Rothfeld said. "I teach music similarly to 
how you would teach a language, and the 
younger my students are, the more they soak 

up what I teach them. Their progress is fast, 
and sometimes they can do things that would 
be difficult to do for adults!”

Music has always been an essential 
component of Rothfeld’s life, as she began 
taking piano lessons at the age of 5. 

“Even before that, I was plunking around 
on the piano keys at my home,“ Rothfeld 
said. "In 5th grade, I joined the band playing 
the flute. From then on, music played a large 
part of my life, as I participated in music 
performances, competitions, musicals, 
marching band, etc." 

Participating in these events has helped 
shape her into the person she is today. 
Growing up, her group of friends also 
participated in band class as well, adding a 
“layer of fun” as she was able to enjoy the 
events with her friends around her. Rothfeld 
enjoys teaching music education to students 
of all ages. 

"One type of lesson I enjoy teaching 
is where they get to create,“ Rothfeld 
said. "Whether that is improvisation or 
composition, I enjoy watching their creativity 
shine through and see the amazing music that 
they can create when given a chance.” 

Rothfeld’s future plans in regards to music 
remain optimistic and grateful, regardless of 
the way things change as the years go by. 

"I love the school that I am at and am 
thankful that I ended up here with my 
amazing students, colleagues, and families,“ 
Rothfield said.

EMU lecturer 
named semi-
finalist for 2022 
Grammy Music 
Educator Award
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Eastern Michigan University
to offer free meal kits 
throughout winter semester
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

The Office of Wellness and Community 
Responsibility at Eastern Michigan 
University will be handing out free meal kits 
to students during the winter semester. 

The Pop-up Pantries (PUP) will be held 
Feb. 10 and March 9 in Pray-Harrold near 
the cafe from noon to 2 p.m. 50 free meal 
kits will be handed out to students on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. The meal kits 
will contain non-perishable ingredients 
paired with a recipe, as well as a coupon for 
Swoop’s Food Pantry. 

"Some examples of recipes we've offered 
in the past include minestrone soup, a parfait 

and chicken noodle soup,“ EMU student 
wellness coordiantor and adjunct lecturer 
Nicholas Pomante said. "We've held a total 
of four PUP's so far, and we gave away all 
50 bags at each except for the third one, in 
which we gave away only 28. The food from 
the unclaimed bags was donated to Swoop's 
Pantry.” 

Hosting the PUP's helps to provide 
nutrition education, serve students who don't 
know when their next meal might come, and 
spread awareness of Swoop's Food Pantry, a 
food assistance resource at EMU. 

“How can a student focus on school when 
they're worried about where their next meal 
will come from?” Pomante said. 

“By hosting these pantries, we hope to 
bring awareness to Swoop's as a successful 

resource on campus; that's our primary goal. 
By including a coupon to redeem at Swoop's, 
we can ensure that students who pick up a kit 
and redeem the coupon are aware of how to 
access the pantry.”

Another goal for this program is to 
provide nutrition education opportunities 
for EMU dietetics students, a chance to 
build skills that will help them in their future 
careers. 

“We partner with the Dietetics students 
at Eagle Nutrition Services, who create 
the recipes and calculate the nutrition 
information to ensure we're fueling our 
students with nutritious recipes,“ Pomante 
states. “They help the Swoop's staff hand out 
the kits, answer recipe questions and provide 
nutrition education to patrons.”

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Looking for a way to celebrate Black 
History Month in Ypsilanti this February? 
Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti 
Community Schools and other organizations 
are hosting community events to honor Black 
artists, entrepreneurs, and more. 

"Just a Kid from Ypsi" 
On Feb. 9, there will be a Black History 

Month event presented by Ypsilanti 
Community Schools (YCS) titled "Just a 
Kid from Ypsi” with a series of speakers 
who grew up in the area discussing where 
they are at now. The program is a free virtual 
event from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more 
information on how to attend, visit the YCS 
Facebook event page. 

"Black Excellence: Black Student 
Entrepreneurship Talk"

On Feb. 10, The Center of Race 
and Ethnicity, Vision, and Campus Life 
presents “Black Excellence: Black Student 
Entrepreneurship Talk.” Talia Edgar, 
an EMU alumna and entrepreneur, will 
host a discussion on the importance of 
entrepreneurship in the Black community. 
The event will take place virtually from 7 
p.m. to 8:15 p.m.

"Beau Monde: An Anthology of Black 
Movement in America"

On Feb. 11 and Feb. 12, the Riverside 
Arts Center is presenting “Beau Monde: An 
Anthology of Black Movement in America”. 
This year's Beau’s Monde focuses on the 
movement of a woman and her body and will 
show us how the Black movement infuses 
itself in today's culture and society. Showings 
will be held Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday at 

2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are being sold for 
$10-$15. For more general information and 
to purchase tickets, visit the Eventbrite page. 

"Art Walk at the Library"
On Feb. 19, the Ypsilanti District 

Library’s Whittaker branch will present 
“Art Walk at the Library.” Visitors will be 
able to take a walk around the first floor 
and discover the works of different African 
American artists. It will be held for free at the 
library from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. For location and 
general information, visit ypsilibrary.org. 

"It All Seemed so Far Away Then, or 
The Future is Black Women"

On Saturday, Feb. 19, YpsiWrites and 
Office of Campus and Community Writing 
presents “It All Seemed so Far Away Then, 
or The Future is Black Women.” The event 
will be a writing and discussion session led 
by Dr. Toni Pressley-Sanon. The meeting 
will be held virtually from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., and attendees must register beforehand. 
For more information, visit ypsilibrary.org. 

Remembering feminist and author Bell 
Hooks

On Feb. 22, The Department of Women’s 
and Gender Studies will hold a discussion to 
remember feminist and author Bell Hooks. 
This will take place from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
via Zoom. For more information, contact 
Beth Currans at ecurrans@emich.edu. 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Frank Leon 
Reynolds

On Feb. 24, the Center of Race and 
Ethnicity, Vision, and Campus Life 
presents “Keynote speaker Dr. Frank Leon 
Reynolds,” NYU professor of the nation’s 
first #BlackLivesMatter course and social 
activist. He will lead an interactive discussion 
with viewers from 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. via 

Zoom and Facebook live stream. 
Black History Month Celebration with 

the city of Ypsilanti
On Feb. 25, Mayor Richardson of 

Ypsilanti and the city council plan to have a 
Black History Month Celebration focusing 
on African American first responders from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. over Zoom. More 
details can be found on cityofypsilanti.com. 

Ypsilanti District Library exhibits 
Any day of the week, celebrate Black 

History Month at the Ypsilanti District 
Library. They have a diverse list of books 
written by and featuring African Americans 
from all walks of life. They also have virtual 
exhibits that have auditory and visual effects 
as the museum itself, focusing on America’s 
fight for racial equality from the 1940s 
to the 1970s. For more information, visit 
ypsilibrary.org. 

A discussion about African American 
genealogy with Jean Winborn 

On March 2, join Washtenaw Community 
College instructor, Jean Winborn, a renowned 
researcher in African-American genealogy, 
in a discussion about ancestry and learning 
about methods and different resources to 
help with the journey. This will take place 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. via Zoom. 

Black History Month is a time to honor 
African Americans and raise awareness of 
Black history. While this is something that 
should happen year round, February gives us 
the opportunity to emphasize the importance 
of Black excellence in our community. With 
so many special events happening at EMU 
and around Ypsilanti, there are a variety of 
awesome activities that you can take part in. 

Upcoming Ypsilanti
events to celebrate 
Black History Month

Washtenaw County’s
SummerWorks 
Program is open for 
young adults to apply
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The SummerWorks program in 
Washtenaw County is a 10-week summer 
employment and mentorship program that is 
now accepting applications through March 
13. 

Students and young adults in the 
community are recommended to apply if 
they are seeking career opportunities and 
mentorships. The program typically sees 
applicants ranging between the ages of 16-
24, and it requires that participants must 
reside in Washtenaw County for at least a 
year or be currently enrolled as a student in 

the area.  
The main goal of the program is to create 

an outlet in which participants will gain 
and develop professional skills and be able 
to connect with other young adults in the 
community. 

The program is approximately a 5-month 
commitment, with orientation beginning 
in April and internships and mentorships 
lasting typically through August.

A few program objectives include resume 
help, career exploration activities, and mock 
interviews that the participants may use to 
prepare for their internships and mentorships.  

Zoe Erb, the manager of the 
SummerWorks Program, plays a major role 
in organizing the activities and creating the 

policies that are involved. 
“We want to be sure we’re giving people 

a safe place to practice those skills, since you 
know, they’re not really taught in schools,“ 
Erb said. 

In previous years, participants in the 
program were guaranteed internship 
opportunities. However, the arrival of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and a more 
competitive workforce has brought an end 
to this guarantee, and interviews are now 
required for these internship opportunities. 

“We prioritize people based on if they’ve 
been here before,” Erb said. “You can come 
back to the program 3 times, each summer is 
considered one year.”
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Opinion: Unsung 
Black artists you 
should know
AARON HUGHES
COPY EDITOR

In celebration of Black History Month, 
this article honors some of the many black 
artists who were pioneers in the art of 
music; this list consists of those who are not 
commonly spoken of. Here are five black 
musicians that have helped create the sounds 
we love today. 

The Belleville Three
The best way to start this list off is with 

some local legends. The Belleville Three is 
made up of the DJ's Juan Atkins, Derrick 
May and Kevin Saunderson, who all went to 
Belleville High School. These three together 
would end up originating the rhythmic sound 
of techno music, specifically Detroit techno. 
They are responsible for creating the Music 
Institute in Detroit and many other techno 
groups. 

Labbi Siffre
This British singer-songwriter has played 

a key part in today’s music. Labbi Siffre 
was a talented singer and activist in the 70’s 
and 80’s having hit songs like “I got the…,” 
(Something Inside) so strong,” and “My 
song.” Sadly, he did not get the popularity he 
truly deserved due to being a gay black man. 
His songs have been sampled in well known 
tracks like Eminem's “My Name Is” and 
Kanye West's “I Wonder.” He is iconic even 
beyond the studio as he constantly spoke out 
against homophobia and racism throughout 
his career. 

Tina Bell
Out of every artist here, no other 

musician has been disrespected more than 
Tina Bell. She was the frontwoman for a 
Seattle band named Bam Bam back in the 
80’s. She is responsible for grunge music and 

is named the queen of grunge punk. Even 
though she was innovative and sonically 
ahead of her time, she and her band are never 
mentioned even after she has passed. Many 
unfortunately credit misogyny and racism 
as the reason for her being scrubbed out of 
history. 

Big Mama Thorton
The king of rock and roll is a title given 

to the deceased and esteemed Elvis Presley. 
Yet, that name comes into question when 
one brings up Big Mama Thorton. Wilie 
Mae Thorton, born in Alabama, was a blues 
singer who is arguably the creator of rock 
and roll. Her strong and gritty voice was 
complemented by the swing music which 
led to many hit songs like “Hounddog” or 
“Ball n Chain.” Even though her music 
charted high on the billboards, she was never 
compensated fairly. Even worse, when Elvis 
stole her sound, he received all of the fame 
and fortune due to him being a young, good 
looking white male. 

Betty Davis
Betty Davis was a powerhouse of a 

woman with an eruptive sound. She was 
a funk artist who was outspoken about her 
sexual life, which got her banned on many 
radio stations. Her funky sound was nothing 
less than ear catching and it influenced 
many artists from Miles Davis to Prince. 
Being mistreated and silenced by the 
industry, she now lives a reclusive life back 
in Philadelphia. The funkadelic artist has a 
timeless and riveting sound.  

These few are just a small portion of the 
amazing talents that should be discussed this 
Black History Month. Most of them either 
due to history or the industry have been 
treated unjustly. One of the best ways to 
honor them is to learn from history, so it's not 
be repeated.

Review: 
‘Olga Dies 
Dreaming’ 
by Xochitl 
Gonzalez
PIPER COE
COLUMNIST

Xochitl Gonzalez’s debut novel, “Olga 
Dies Dreaming,” released Jan. 4, follows 
40-year-old wedding planner Olga Acevedo 
as she navigates a quickly gentrifying 
Brooklyn, the aftermath of Hurricane Maria 
and her absent mother’s reappearance after 
30 years. 

This novel starts with napkins—Olga is 
a wedding planner for wealthy white people, 
and the narration begins with a description 
of how a napkin’s material is a tell-tale sign 
of privilege. I found this to be an interesting 
start to an otherwise boring novel. 

Despite her fairly successful wedding 
planning business, Olga has an absent-
mother-shaped hole in her heart; after joining 
The Young Lords—a civil and human rights 
organization— later leaving for Puerto Rico 
when Olga is just 13-years-old, Olga is left 
unable to make sense of her mother, Blanca, 
abandoning her. She has been romantically 
single for years and has no intimate 
relationships beyond a few family members, 
and it is not until she meets Matteo that she 
begins to confront her family’s secrets and 
her own identity. 

After finishing this novel, I had to ask 
myself—what was it even about? The 
first half of the novel is solely focused on 
character relationships while the second 
half is very plot-heavy. I was bored by both 
sections and even when the book reached its 
climax, it was not engaging. This is due, in 
part, to the narration style; chapters switch 
between Olga, her brother, Pedro “Prieto,” 
letters from Blanca, and Richard “Dick” 
Eikenborn (the most pointless character in 
the book). Chapters from Blanca and Dick’s 
point of view felt like wasted space that 
could have been spent developing the plot 
further—or in this case, having an actual plot 
rather than excessive exposition. 

Gonzalez crams a lot of complicated 
social issues into this novel but fails to give 
any of them the nuance that they deserve. 
Gentrification, blackmail, homophobia 
surrounding HIV and AIDS, colonization, 
and racism and inequality in America are 
just a few of the issues that are touched on. 
At one point, Olga even works for a Russian 
mob that succeeds at being more comical 
than complex. While I think these are all 
incredibly important topics, they felt rushed 
and half-baked. 

The book is full of Puerto Rican history 
that is, unfortunately, white-washed in 
American schooling systems. I found these 
sections to be the most compelling part of 
the novel; however, while I found the history 
lessons refreshing, they were not integrated 
into the storyline well. Gonzalez uses 
Blancas letters to Olga as a way to inform the 
reader of what is happening in Puerto Rico, 
but they felt disconnected from the rest of the 
novel and took me out of the story. 

What I expected to read was a romantic 
comedy about a woman reconciling with her 
absent mother, falling in love—which did 
happen, although I dislike the relationship— 
all while finding herself along the way! 
What I got was a disjointed book that left me 
confused.

I would give “Olga Dies Dreaming” 2 out 
of 5 stars.  

Advice: Tips 
for better time 
management
JOUD BAHEHRIZ
COLUMNIST

Time is something that a lot of college 
students struggle with in their pursuit of a 
degree. After too many days full of pointless 
activities such as scrolling through TikTok, I 
wanted to figure out how to balance having 
free time, while also being productive. In this 
article, I am going to share some great tips 
for time management.

To start, waking up early in the morning 
is a key solution to getting better at time 
management. By waking up early, you 
are making use of the time that is given to 
you. It also gives your brain more time to 
wake up, making it easier to understand 
information when you go to work or class. 
Not to mention, waking up 10 minutes before 
you need to be somewhere gives you no time 
to eat breakfast, which is super important as 

well. 
In addition, writing a to-do list makes 

managing your life a million times easier. 
Believe it or not, writing to-do lists helps 
you remember things better and helps to 
make sure nothing slips through the cracks. 
I personally have been writing to-do lists 
daily for three years and I suggest that 
every student does it because it is so simple, 
yet unbelievably helpful. I would also 
suggest setting reminders on your phone for 
important due dates and meetings. 

Lastly, keep a planner and study when 
you feel like you have a good amount of 
energy. If you study when you're tired or not 
feeling up to it, you probably won't retain as 
much knowledge. Believe it or not, a quick 
15 minute spirited study session can be better 
than an hour of tired studying.

With just a few weeks until Spring break, 
take some of these tips to heart and crush 
your classes. 

Opinion: What 
you need to 
know about the 
Metaverse

“We’ll be able to feel present - like we’re 
right there with people no matter how far 
apart we actually are.” - Mark Zuckerberg

What better time to introduce a new 
technological era than while the Coronavirus 
is still alive and kicking? Here’s all you need 
to know about the future of the Metaverse:

What is it?
The Metaverse is a fully developed 

virtual environment that generates a mirror 
image of the real world. It will introduce a 
new era of social interaction, education, 
employment, currency; rebuilding a virtual 
option of everything that we have in the 
physical world.

Does it exist yet?
Yes and no. The Metaverse as a concept is 

real and the technology required to make it a 
reality is within reach, but it's still a long way 
from the finish line (approximately 10 years). 
Some would classify games like Fortnite, 
Minecraft, and Roblox as the most advanced 
pieces of the Metaverse currently available. 
To clarify, they are not the Metaverse 
themselves; but like Facebook is to the 
Internet, Fortnite is to the Metaverse. Thanks 
to significant technological advancements 
over the last decade, the Metaverse is closer 
than ever to becoming a reality.

When was the Metaverse first thought 
of?

The Metaverse was first thought of way 
before it became possible. In his 1992 novel, 
Snow Crash, Neal Stephenson invented the 
word "Metaverse." He used it to describe a 
3D virtual environment where avatars made 
up the population. Soon came Second Life, 
which took this concept and transformed 
it into an online game where anyone could 
create their own avatar and live another life 
through them. Since then, this game genre 
has grown in popularity, assisting in the idea 
of a more immersive Metaverse.

Who can access the Metaverse?
Ideally anyone who can access VR or 

AR technology will be able to get the full 

experience of the Metaverse. Goggles appear 
to be the most popular choice considering 
that the virtual environment is designed to 
be entirely immersive. However, a phone or 
computer will likely suffice for those who 
don’t have goggles. 

What is the ultimate goal?
The ultimate objective of the Metaverse 

is to bring the digital and physical worlds 
closer together. By mimicking the things we 
see in the physical world, the Metaverse will 
open up the ability to explore new locations 
for everyone. This way people who are 
physically limited or are unable to participate 
in certain activities will be able to do those 
things in the Metaverse. 

The expansion of online businesses is 
another intention of the Metaverse. More 
individuals are turning to cryptocurrency as 
technology becomes more prevalent in our 
daily lives. In the near future, individuals will 
be able to make a living in the virtual world 
because of this.

Are there any possible risks?
Since the thought of a completely 

virtual world is so new and intrigues so 
many people, the risks of this change have 
not been a concern to many. But, as we all 
know, there is no advancement in technology 
without risks. As we immerse ourselves in 
the Metaverse, we will undoubtedly confront 
several dangers. 

In terms of privacy, all of our information 
will be transferred from paper to the digital 
world, and anyone with exceptional hacking 
skills will be a danger to our new reality. 
Violations of our personal data, identity theft, 
and fraud could become rampant. 

In terms of how this will affect us as social 
and cognitive humans, well… have you ever 
seen Wall-E? There seem to be some risks in 
terms of AI and advanced technology, but as 
I said earlier that is still far away. Where the 
Metaverse will be in 10 years is a mystery, 
but for now it is a speck on the horizon.

Review: New sci-fi 
action movie 
‘Moonfall’ is out 
of this world
MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

After a dry spell in theaters, the next 
blockbuster movie emerges from the 
shadows and makes for a interesting film for 
audience viewers. A high-action sci-fi film 
is something I usually watch after it's out of 
the theatre, but I was impatiently waiting to 
get back to the movie theatre atmosphere. 
This new film titled “Moonfall,“ was off to 
a great start, but began to disappoint me in 
the second half. 

Synopsis
The Earth stands to be totally annihilated 

when the moon is knocked from its orbit by 
a mysterious force. With little time before 
impact to Earth, will an unlikely group be 
able to stop it? The film stars Halle Berry, 
Patrick Wilson, and John Bradley; it was 
directed by Roland Emmerich. Jo Fowler, 
played by Berry, is convinced she has the 
key to saving Earth but only a scientist from 
her past Brian Harper, played by Wilson, 
believes her. The unlikely group mounts a 
last ditch effort to space, only to find out the 
mission isn’t what they were expecting. 

What I loved 
The cinematography and set design of 

this movie were stellar. I truly do not know 
how they made the movie look so great. It 
looks like images straight from NASA’s 
telescopes in 3D and motion on the screen. 
The angles were beautiful and fluid, which 
made for a gorgeous setting.

The characters had a good amount 
of depth and were portrayed well too. 
Something I always love to see is when you 
bring a human aspect to a character, and this 
movie did a great job at that, which made it 

seem relatable. I think everyone gave great 
performances; some were emotional at times 
and sometimes they were humorous, but 
overall the acting was really well done.

This movie kept me interested and on 
the edge of my seat the entire time. I wanted 
to keep watching and I didn't find my mind 
wandering or waiting for the movie to be 
done. Even at the end, when the plot hadn’t 
been solved yet, I kept wondering what was 
going to happen. 

What I didn't love
The last half of the movie, plain and 

simple, was the worst part of the film. I was 
in awe of the first half and loved it, and then 
the last 30-40 mins had me utterly confused. 
Somehow it went from Apollo-11 to the new 
Star Wars real quick. The jump was fast and 
felt very detached from the rest of the film. 
There were some good parts at the end, but 
it jumped between good and confusing, and 
unfortunately confusing was the winner. 

I don't want to spoil the entire movie, but 
let me just say the overarching theme at the 
end lacked feeling. It felt like they needed 
to put this ending in to basically explain 
everything we’ve been watching, but it just 
felt so out of place. I don't know how they 
could’ve fixed it, but I know a weird sci-fi 
information dump was not the best course of 
action.

Verdict 
The last half of the film really brings the 

overall score down for me. I enjoyed the first 
half tremendously, then the end just let me 
down entirely. I wish they would have kept 
the first half the same and done something 
else entirely with the ending because it just 
lost me, when I feel that the end should be 
one of the best parts.

I give Moonfall 3.5 out of 5 
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JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Feb. 1, the Eastern Michigan 
University mens' basketball team lost to The 
University of Toledo (18-4, 10-1 MAC) 86-
66 at the George Gervin GameAbove Center. 
This defeat brings the Eagles' record to 8-12 
overall, 3-6 Mid-American Conference.

The third annual “glow night” took place 
during the Eagles vs. Rockets matchup. Fans 
that attended were given a free glow in the 
dark t-shirt and glow stick. Several groups 
from the National Pan-Hellenic Council 
and Multicultural Greek Council performed 
during halftime.

In the first half, EMU was outscored 
45-35 by UT. The second half had a similar 
result with the Rockets scoring 41-31 over 
the Eagles.

EMU had four players score in double 
figures. Freshman Noah Farrakhan had 17 
points and four assists. His performance 
entered him into the top-10 all-time freshman 
scoring list for EMU. This is the tenth time 
this season that Farrakhan has scored 17-or-
more points in a game.

In a post-game press conference hosted by 
EMU athletics, coach Stan Heath discussed 
Noah Farrakhan’s recent performances and 
impact on the program.

“He is a special freshman. He plays with 

a lot of confidence and plays with intensity as 
well,” said Heath.

If Farrakhan continues his 17 point game-
average, his regular season point total will 
record him as the second highest freshman 
scorer of all-time at Eastern Michigan 
University. 

“He has a bright future ahead of him. 
He’s got to keep working. He can be a guy 
that can be a leader and make some things 
happen for us,“ coach Heath continued.

Senior Nate Scott added 15 points, going 
3-6 from the three point line. Senior Monty 
Scott and freshman Mo Njie both had 10 
points. 

Njie led the team in boards with eight 
rebounds, while N. Scott collected four 
rebounds and two steals. 

The Eagles forced 13 Toledo turnovers, 
turning that into 11 points. However, EMU 
was out rebounded by UT 46-29.

“The rebounding game was a big deal. 
We’ve got to do a better job on the glass,” 
emphasized coach Heath.

The Eagles have a long weekend ahead 
of them, facing some of the best competition 
in the MAC. EMU will travel to Ohio 
University (17-3, 8-1) in Athens, OH to battle 
against the Bobcats on Feb. 3. The Eagles 
then travel from Athens, Ohio to Kent, Ohio 
to square off against Kent State University 
(12-9, 7-4) on Feb. 5.

Noah Farrakhan 
enters the Top Ten 
All Time freshman 
scoring list for EMU

PHOTO CREDIT:  ERIDANI SANCHEZ

Eastern Michigan 
University womens’ 
basketball defeated 
by Buffalo 69-62
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University womens’ 
basketball (5-12, 2-8 MAC) hosted the 
University at Buffalo (13-7,7-3 MAC) this 
week at the George Gervin GameAbove.

The Bulls took control from the jump 
ending the first quarter up 18-6 against the 
Eagles. They continued to lead throughout 
the game, and went into halftime leading 34-
20. 

The Eagles were able to score 26 points 
during the third-quarter against Buffalo. 
Eastern Michigan Athletics reported that this 
is the fourth time this season the Eagles have 
scored 25+ points in a single period. 

After trying to close the gap with only 
19 seconds left in the fourth quarter, Eastern 
Michigan came up short 69-62. The recent 
result for the Eagles records the sixth 
consecutive loss to the Bulls.

Areanna Combs scored 24 points against 
the Bulls. In 58 of her 61 appearances 
at Eastern Michigan University, Combs 
has recorded double-digit scoring efforts 
(95.1%), ranking as the highest percentage in 

the Mid-American Conference. Combs also 
had 11 rebounds, and six assists. This season 
she has finished four games with at least five 
assists.

Combs tallied six steals against Buffalo, 
recording her fourth-straight game with 
at least three steals according to EMU 
Athletics. Collectively, the team recorded 12 
steals, which ties for the third-most by the 
Eagles so far this season. 

Zaniya Nelson scored 11 points and a 
career-high six rebounds. Nelson’s effort on 
the glass contributed to the Eagles' ability to 
out-rebound the Bulls, 48-44. 

On offense EMU grabbed 26 of the 48 
rebounds against Buffalo. Ce'Nara Skanes 
contributed to EMU’s 26 rebounds with 
seven of her own.

Additionally, the Eagles forced the Bulls 
into 22 turnovers which ties for the second-
most the team has forced in a game this 
season. 

Eastern Michigan University womens’ 
basketball will remain at home to host Kent 
State University, Saturday, Feb. 5 at 2 pm. 
The Eagles will be back on the road Feb.9 to 
face University at Buffalo again at 7pm.

EMU Mens'
Basketball falls to 
Ohio University
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University Mens’ 
basketball team (8-13, 3-7 Mid-American 
Conference) traveled to Athens, Ohio to 
face off against Ohio University (18-3, 9-1 
Mid-American Conference) inside their 
Convocation Center on Thursday, Feb. 3. 

The Eagles fell to the Bobcats, 81- 68, 
which marked their 13th loss in the season. 
The Bobcats on the other hand, improved to 
12-1 at home, winning their fourth straight 
game against EMU. This marked the first 
matchup between the two in the current 
season; originally supposed to play on Dec. 
28, but became postponed due to COVID-19. 

The Eagles struggled right out of the 
gate, as Ohio University started off with a 
12-4 lead going into the first media timeout. 
Down 19-6, EMU went on a 9-2 scoring run 
to cut the lead to 21-15. After trading some 
baskets, Ohio would keep their advantage at 
double-digits for the remainder of the half 
and took a 44-34 lead on the Eagles heading 
into halftime. 

Ohio continued widening their lead after 
intermission, going on a 17-2 run to increase 
their advantage, 64-38. EMU answered back, 
going on a 13-2 run of their own, helping cut 
the lead to 66-51. The late scoring efforts by 

the Eagles weren’t enough, as Ohio would 
close it out, 81-68, and improve to 18-3 for 
the year. 

Senior Nate Scott led the scoring efforts 
for the Eagles. This marked Scott’s third 
consecutive game scoring double-digits, as 
he put up 16 points shooting above 50-40-
90, hitting 58% (21-of-36) from the field, 
47.8% (11-of-23), and 100% (3-3) from the 
free throw line. 

Junior Bryce McBride followed with 14 
points, and freshman Mo Njie added 10, 
marking his second straight game scoring in 
double-digits. 

Defensively, the Eagles forced 14 
turnovers from the Bobcats, and McBride, 
along with freshman Noah Farrakhan, each 
recorded a pair of steals. EMU also out-
rebound the Bobcats, 32-29, as Njie and 
Scott each grabbed six rebounds. Njie, and 
seniors Darion Spotsville and Monty Scott 
all recorded a block. 

Up next, EMU will stay on the road and 
head to Kent, Ohio to face-off against the 
Kent State Golden Flashes on Saturday, Feb. 
5. Tipoff is scheduled to begin at 2 p.m. and 
will be streamed live on ESPN+. 

The Eagles will conclude their three-
game road trip against the Buffalo Bulls on 
Tuesday, Feb 8., inside Alumni Arena. Tipoff 
for that game is scheduled for 7 p.m. and will 
be streamed live on ESPN3.

The Eagles 
lost their 
third straight 
game to 
Kent State
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University mens’ 
basketball team (8-14, 3-8 Mid-American 
Conference) took on the Kent State 
University Golden Flashes (13-9, 8-4 Mid-
American Conference) inside the M.A.C. 
Center in Kent, Ohio on Saturday, Feb. 5. 

The Eagles concluded their two game 
Ohio road trip in a loss to the Golden Flashes, 
90-71. This is the second loss of the season 
for the Eagles to Kent State. 

EMU started the game a little rough, 
finding themselves down 16-11 early in the 
first half. The Eagles would then catch fire, 
going on a 7-0 run to take an 18-16 lead. 
After trading some baskets, EMU led KSU, 
26-25, with about 7 minutes left in the first 
half. The Eagles would go on to lead the 
Golden Flashes, 39-35, at halftime. 

Kent State started off the second half 
strong, leading EMU 46-41. The Eagles 
would soar back with a 6-0 run, including a 
key layup from Noah Farrakhan to take the 
lead from KSU, 47-46. Kent State finished 
the rest of the matchup very efficiently, 
outscoring EMU 44-24, handing the Eagles 
a 90-71 loss. 

EMU had a strong showing from their 
bench as they produced a 33-point showing 
with three Eagles scoring double digits. 
Senior Darion Spotsville recorded a career-
high 20 points as he paced the Eagles 
offense. Freshman Noah Farrakhan added 16 
points and senior Nate Scott put in 11 points. 
Spotsville was electric from behind-the-arc, 
shooting a personal best, and perfect 100% 
(4-4). 

Defensively, Scott and freshman Mo 
Njie both grabbed seven rebounds. Njie 
also recorded two blocks, and four Eagles 
recorded a steal. 

The Eagles will look to bounce back and 
pick up a win, as they conclude their three 
game road trip at the University of Buffalo 
on Tuesday, Feb. 8, inside Alumni Arena. 
Tipoff is scheduled for 7 p.m. and will be 
streamed on ESPN3. 

EMU returns to Ypsilanti on Saturday, 
Feb. 12, as they look for revenge against 
Ohio University inside the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center. Tipoff for that matchup 
is set for 3:30 p.m. and will be streamed on 
ESPN3. 

For more information on the Eastern 
Michigan University mens’ basketball team, 
you can visit EMUEagles.com. 
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 581 Medium Previous solution - Easy


