
@TheEasternEcho www.easternecho.com@TheEasternEcho www.easternecho.com

Serving EMU & Ypsilanti since 1881  |  Monday, February 6, 2023  |  Volume 139, Issue 18

King Kong exhibit
See page 2

Tyson Acuff scores
career-high

See page 4

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Michigan’s Groundhog Day star, 
Woody the Woodchuck, did not see her 
shadow Thursday morning, predicting an 
early spring. Many Michiganders gathered 
for the celebration held at the Howell 
Nature Center on Feb. 2 at 8:30 a.m. 

Groundhog Day, which comes from a 
Pennsylvania Dutch superstition, became a 
holiday in 1887 and is now a nationwide 
celebration every Feb. 2. The day is the 
halfway point between winter and spring, 
which is when groundhogs leave their 
burrow. 

Legend says that if a groundhog leaves 
their burrow and goes back in, there will 
be six more weeks of winter; If they stay 
outside and see their shadow, there will be 
an early spring.

Honestly though, in Michigan, spring 
coming in six weeks is pretty early already 
and any earlier than that would be a miracle 
in and of itself. 

Pennsylvania’s famous groundhog, 
Punxsutawney Phil, did see his shadow, 

meaning that there will be six more weeks 
of winter. However, throughout the years, 
Phil has only been accurate 38% of the 
time, while Michigan’s Woody has an 
accuracy rate of 67%. 

Howell Nature Center says that Woody 
has been making predictions with them for 
25 years. 

After becoming an orphan and being 
kept as an illegal pet by a farmer’s wife 
in 1998, Woody was brought to a wildlife 
rehabilitation center in Howell. Being 
raised by people, she was too friendly, a 
quality that was unable to be reversed and 
would leave her vulnerable if let back into 
the wild. 

“Woody will live forever, Woody will 
never leave us,” Laura Butler, director of 
wildlife and education, said.

In the wild, groundhogs only live for 
around four to six years, but can live for up 
to 14 in captivity, according to PBS. 

Mysteriously, famous Groundhog Day 
groundhogs live forever, at least in spirit. 

“She doesn't really much enjoy coming 
out for this event, but we love seeing her 
and she gets lots of treats after and we make 

it a really positive experience for her,” Jen 
Ewing, Wild Wonders park coordinator, 
said. “It's not something we force her to do, 
she very much gets excited for it, she does 
her little thing, then takes a nap.”

Howell Nature Center is Michigan's 
largest rehabilitation center which 
rehabilitates 2,000 to 4,300 animals every 
year. In one year, the nature center will see 
about 150 species and tries hard to release 
them all.

“We do not keep animals here for fun, 
every animal here is here for a reason,” 
Ewing said. “We give them a second 
chance at life.”

The Groundhog Day Celebration is a 
free event that the nature center puts on that 
lets people take advantage of the amenities 
they have to offer.

“The community has really grown 
and started to get really excited over our 
Groundhog Day celebration over the years,” 
Hannah Idoni, community engagement and 
events manager said. “Each year it seems 
to continue to grow and we're really happy 
everyone likes to come out and celebrate 
with us.”

Michigan's official groundhog 
‘Woody’ predicts early spring
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    In many places all over the world, 
there is often a stigma around mental 
health and getting help for it. Some 
communities face that stigma more 
than others, which increases stress 
and makes self-care even harder to 
accomplish.

As a response to such, Eastern 
Michigan University student Zeporah 
Payne created student organization Her 
Space specifically for Black women.

“There’s a lot to unpack in the Black 
community," Payne said. "But I feel like 
there are more things [that specifically 
Black women deal with], there’s hair 
things, there’s dating things, there’s so 
much with just Black women alone that 
I feel like I wanted a space for that." 

After a long and tedious process of 
searching for an advisor and gathering 
signatures, the founder got in contact 
with other women who are interested in 
the cause. 

“I couldn’t have asked for a cooler 
group of ladies and I feel like the girls 
that come in are gonna definitely enjoy 
them," Payne said. “They all have their 
own individual personalities so I feel 
like it will be a real sisterhood.” 

Her Space's executive board 
includes Payne serving as president 
and founder, Faith Richardson serving 
as vice president, Leilani Clay serving 
as treasurer, Mariah Myles serving as 
secretary and Sydney Clay serving as a 
member at large. 

“Getting the members and getting 
people interested in the org was super 

easy," Payne said. "People were sliding 
up on me as soon as I put it out there 
like ‘oh my gosh, I’m so excited, we 
needed a space like this,’ and that really, 
really, really drove me to just really 
push it out there." 

At EMU, Payne is majoring in 
clinical psychology with a minor in 
social work, both fields which have 
taught her skills that can flourish in 
her work for the club. Payne said 
that she would describe herself as a 
"transformational leader," and relates 
that title to the coach from 2006 film 
"Akeelah and the Bee," who always 
saw so much potential in Akeelah. 

“I always enjoyed that, I was like 
okay I wanna do something like that, I 
want people to find healing in whatever 
I’m doing," Payne said. "In my field 
with clinical psych I’ll be working with 
children, my specialization is childhood 
trauma, so I really do wanna get into 
the field of mental health and just like 
digging out those demons, for lack 
of better words. I think working on 
childhood trauma just helps to ensure a 
better adulthood at the end of the day."

Coming soon, Her Space wants to 
host keynote speakers and hold other 
events centering discussions around 
mental health. 

“I will say they should expect a 
prompt, a writing prompt every time 
that we meet," Payne said. “Essentially 
like it’s pretty much a space at the end of 
the week to just reflect and think about 
things, think about life in a different 
perspective.” 

The club also plans to hold a Her 

Space week very soon, and has hopes 
to at some point work with EMU’s 
Counseling and Psychological Services 
and the Women’s Resource Center at 
EMU to create focused collaboration 
events. 

Another goal Payne has for the 
organization is for Her Space to be 
known among not only students on 
campus, but mental health professionals 
as well. Mainly, she wants women to 
feel safe and know that at the end of 
a bad day, they have other people to 
come to who have experienced similar 
struggles. 

“Long term, I think at the end of the 
dayI just want people to know that this 
can be a life long sisterhood if you want 
it to be, you could find your best friend 
in here,» Payne said.  “I want this org 
to have as much longevity as possible.” 

As a fourth-year student, Payne 
wants whoever takes over when she 
graduates to know how special Her 
Space is to her.

“I literally call this org my child, I 
can’t lie to you this is literally my baby,» 
Payne said. \Whoever takes over, the 
next e-board after mine,   I want that 
them to know that this is serious, this is 
a special place for Black women.” 

Overall, Her Space has the mission 
of destigmatizing mental health \for 
everyone and wants students to know to 
not be ashamed of their feelings.

“There are people that are feeling 
exactly the way that you’re feeling or 
maybe even a little bit different but they 
can help you with your journey with 
mental health,“ Payne said. 

Her Space at EMU creates a community 
for Black women to discuss mental health

LEILANI CLAY, ZEPORAH PAYNE AND SYDNEY CLAY ATTEND WINTER FEST ON JAN. 
18 TO TALK ABOUT HER SPACE WITH EMU STUDENTS. 

«It’s okay to feel however you feel, 
it’s okay to think however you think, 
because we’re humans and we’re going 
through life, life is not easy all the 
time.” 

One of the most important parts of 
Her Space is that anyone involved is 
encouraged to show up as their most 
authentic self. 

“I just want an organization and I 

want a group of ladies who can be real 
and this is the space for it, be real, if you 
want to scream, if you want to go out 
to the parking lot, scream and cuss, do 
that, if you wanna cuss in the meetings, 
do that, this is the type of org it is,“ 
Payne said. “Say however you feel, we 
are not trying to be proper. This is the 
org for you to come as you are, we don’t 
want perfect people.” 
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Eastern Michigan University’s new 
high-altitude weather balloon program 
has recently been chosen to partake in 
the NASA-funded Nationwide Eclipse 
Ballooning Project. 

The project is one of the opportunities 
provided by NASA’s Space Grant Consortia 
for students and faculty to participate in 
long-term projects. Led by the NASA 
Montana Space Grant Consortium along 
with more consortia, students will have the 
opportunity to engage in the gathering and 
analyzation of data through high-altitude 
weather ballooning during the 2023 
annular solar eclipse and the 2024 total 
solar eclipse.

EMU Atmospheric Physics Exploration 
(EMU APEX), the new high-altitude 
weather balloon program at the university, 
was created by EMU Professor of Physics 
Dave Pawlowski and EMU Professor of 
Meteorology Tom Kovacs.

Over five years ago, Pawlowski taught 
his upper-level students how to design, 
build and launch high-altitude weather 
balloons; however, it never evolved into 
a student-run organization. Following 
conversations with Kovacs regarding the 
revival of the program, Pawlowski then 
heard about the the nationwide project in 
October 2022.

“It was good timing," Pawlowski said.
The application was due in November 

2022, and the selections were made in 
December 2022. EMU APEX is now in 
the midst of meeting regularly with its 
pod, a collection of other universities in 
the regional Northeastern and Midwestern 
United States.

The balloon project will fully support 
55 teams and encompasses two learner-
centered activity tracks: engineering 
and atmospheric science. The EMU 
APEX team will be participating in the 
engineering track.

“I’m primarily interested in having 
students be a part of the design and build 
process, and so that was more emphasized 

in the engineering track,“ Pawlowski said. 
"The atmospheric science track is also 
very compelling, and I think that we will 
be able to meet some of the same goals as 
the atmospheric science track does, even 
though we’re in the engineering track.” 

Within the engineering route, 
students will be tasked with choosing the 
instrumentation and payloads that will be 
flown. Some of the capabilities required 
as part of the track is the ability to stream 
video to the NASA eclipse website during 
the flight, a flight termination unit, and a 
radio that will allow data to be transmitted 
to the ground station. 

Currently, in Pawlowski’s physics 
capstone course, a basic meterology 
package is being worked on.

With the goal of recruiting 15 to 20 
EMU students to partake in the project, 
students will be selected from Pawlowski’s 
capstone course and Kovacs’ Introduction 
to Weather and Forecasting course. In 
addition, a connection was recently made 
with the EMU Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Office to help aid in recruitment.

Students who are chosen will travel to 
the Southeast United States for the Oct. 
14 annular solar eclipse and to either Ohio 
or Pennsylvania for the April 8, 2024 total 
solar eclipse.

“My personal opinion is that, in a 
project like this, there is no guarantee of 
success. We could go and try to launch a 
balloon, and a bunch of stuff could break. 
That puts pressure on you as a student, 
on me as a faculty member,“ Pawlowski 
said. "We want to see success... Knowing 
that this thing that you worked on for 
months and months may not work, I think 
makes it more ‘real life’ than sort of like a 
homework assignment or preparing for an 
exam... These types of projects, I think, are 
a really vital part of education.” 

Following the Nationwide Eclipse 
Ballooning Project, EMU APEX will 
become a student-run organization. 

EMU student Avital Keeley is currently 
in the process of forming the organization, 
with fellow students Rosie Friend, Miles 
Mercier, and Hannah Popofski acting as 
student leaders.

EMU high-altitude weather 
balloon program chosen 
for NASA-funded project
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EMU Planetarium is beginning there in 
person shows again after a closure during 
the pandemic.

EMU planetarium was a part of the 
renovations to Mark Jefferson Science 
complex in 2011 and began offering its first 
public planetarium shows in 2013.

The planetarium used to offer 50-60 
public shows a year in fall and winter. 
While using the facility all year round with 
the astronomy courses offered at EMU.

During the pandemic the planetarium 
was closed and they decided to make some 
changes and improvements to the facility 
while it was closed. The projection system 
was upgraded, more than doubling its 
original resolution. As well as all the shows 
being updated to match the new system.

“These upgrades are now complete 
and the system looks great,” Tom Kasper, 
the EMU Planetarium 
coordinator, said in a written 
statement.

In fall of 2022 they 
began slowly rolling out 
shows again with “Season 
of Light” and plan to return 
to a full schedule this winter 
semester. 

Upcoming shows for the 
planetarium are Comets and 
Discovery on Feb. 8 and 
Cosmic Colors on Mar.13. 

Comets and Discovery takes the 
audience on a journey that follows two 
comet hunters in first person, a modern 
explorer and Caroline Herschel a famous 
18th century comet hunter. They are 
using green-screen technology, 3-D 
environments, and still art. This show is 
recommended for the whole family.

Cosmic COlors will take you across 
the entire electromagnetic spectrum to 
discover the many reasons for colors. You 
will journey through a plant leaf, inside the 
human eye and even see the actual color of 
a dinosaur based on recent evidence. This 
show is recommended for anyone grade 5 
and above.

With every planetarium show they 
include “Seasonal Stargazing '' which 
shows the audience an overview of current 
stars and consultations visible in the season. 
It’s a 15 minute introduction to the night 
sky that brings the stars to the audience. 

Science Complex 
Planetarium returns
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Eastern Michigan University professor 
of Asian Art History, Tom Suchan, and 
Greg Kulon, an independent scholar and 
cofounder of Sulon films, bring an art 
collection of famous stop motion animation 
films to EMU’s Student Center gallery. 

Suchan, who has been teaching at EMU 
for 19 years, has been friends with Kulon 
since first grade. They have always had a 
love for monster movies, science fiction 
and comic books. 

In middle school, the pair made their 
own movies on 8mm film and together 
created the production company Sulon 
Films. The name Sulon FIlms is a 
combination of their last names.

“King Kong at Ninety: Visualization 
in the Art of stop-motion animation” is a 
collection of pieces majorly from Kulon’s 
personal collection, and a small amount 
of pieces loaned by Brigham Young 
University. 

“Visualization is the idea of creativity 
and planning and like,” Suchan said. “It 
takes all these very creative people in the 
film industry to make these movies.”

The exhibit runs from Jan. 23 - Feb. 23 
in commemoration of the 90th anniversary 
of ‘King Kong’ 1933.

Throughly detailed in the show’s 
visualization pamphlet, the pictures are 
shown in semi-chronological order to 
highlight the 1933 ‘King Kong’ and its 

inspiration. This exhibit also shows the 
influence this movie had on the stop 
motion-animation film genre. 

The exhibition itself is broken into 
seven sections: Before King Kong, King 
Kong, The Son of Kong, Mighty Joe 
Young, The other films and unfinished 
projects of Willis H. O’Brien, The films of 
Ray Harryhausen, and More Recent Stop-
Motion Art.

Part one highlights different inspirations 
for King Kong, part two is how the idea of 
King Kong came to be, from the mind of 
Merian C. Cooper and his inspirations, and 
part three is discussing the sequel quickly 
after the success of King Kong.

Next, part four highlights the final film 
of the original King Kong trilogy, part five 
shows the contributions of Willis O’Brien 
who brought Kong to life and part six 
shows the new career of Ray Harryhausen. 

Finishing off the exhibition is 
information on the last line of stop-motion 
model animators connected with the 
original King Kong.

Kulon’s collection goes back over 50 
years, the oldest piece being a 1962 King 
Kong article form a famous Monsters 
annual magazine. The artifact was acquired 
in a trade from Suchan in 1969 and was 
signed by Forrest J. Ackerman in 1993.

The early behind the scenes of how 
these films evolved piqued Kulons interest 
and he began finding unique King Kong 
artifacts at flea markets. This experience 
began to drive Kulon’s collection toward 

the evolution of films and how images 
helped tell a story.

“To me it’s interesting to watch the 
evolution from some early artwork 
concepts to what finally made it to the 
screen if it did,” Kulon said.

Art throughout the film industry was 
highly important, creating images that 
told stories and helped sell products to 
companies and the public.

“It gives you a whole range of different 
artistic representational techniques that are 
used to serve different functions,” Suchan 
said. “They stand alone as really excellent 
exceptional art in many cases.”

The idea to make an exhibition of 
Kulon’s collection was brought up by 
Suchan. The COVID-19 pandemic and 
other roadblocks pushed it off awhile, 

EMU professor showcases King Kong 
exhibit in the Student Center gallery
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TOM SUCHAN AND GREG KULON HOST 
EXHIBIT IN EMU GALLERY. 
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Eastern Michigan University has over 
16,000 students, all of whom have their 
own individual sense of belonging. At 
EMU, a wide range of clubs is offered so 
that every student has the chance to find 
their community. 

The psychology club at EMU takes 
pride in three foundations: diversity, 
professional development and community 
building, the club’s President Jenna Walters 
and Vice President Derek Berger said. 

Throughout each semester, the club 
holds meetings where members are 
encouraged to ask questions, get to know 
others who share the same or similar field 
of interest, and get a chance to hear guest 
speakers talk about the field of psychology. 

Although there is a big focus on 
educating about what studying psychology 
has to offer, members do not need to be in 
the field to join. Students are encouraged to 
show up and ask questions or simply listen 
if a topic is being discussed that interests 
them. 

The Psychology Club is very member-
orientated. 

“At the beginning of the semester, 
I always have everyone vote for which 
subjects they want to hear from the most, 
and I organize everything based off that,” 
Walters said.

While some clubs are often selective 
of who can join, EMU’s Psychology club 
prides itself on being open to all students, 
whether or not they are knowledgeable in 
the field of psychology or simply looking 
for a way to be involved in campus life. 

One of the club’s most popular events 
was the Holiday Pride Party which was 
hosted in December 2022. It provided 
students with a safe space to relax and hang 

out, whether they were 
a part of the LGBTQ+ 
community or an ally. 

“At the pride party 
we had [provided] a ton 
of information about 
[the] LGBTQ+ history, 
and the psychology of 
sexuality, and things 
like that,” Walters said. 

Much of the club’s 
events focus on building 
connections among the 
members and chance 
for them to find a strong 
community to be a part 
of during their college 
experience. 

Being able to 
provide a safe environment for people to 
come and relax as well as educating people 
in the field of psychology is what the club 
strives for. 

One of the more prominent aspects 
of the club is providing those currently 
pursuing a psychology major or minor with 
the knowledge that “psychology is a major 
you can go into and expect to come out 
being more knowledgeable about jobs that 
would be available to you.” 

The Psychology Club's unique factor is 
that it serves as EMU’s Psi Chi chapter. 

“Psi Chi is [an] International Honors 
Society specifically for people who are in 
the psychology field or have a psychology 
degree,” Walters said. “They tend to have 
a chapter at every university; we are 
Eastern’s.” 

While the club is free to join, joining 
the Psi Chi chapter requires a one-time 
payment of $55 and nine psychology 
credits. 

Walters conveys that getting 
undergraduate students involved in clubs 
like Psi Chi is difficult, so combining 

Psi Chi with the club helps expose more 
undergrads to Psi Chi and broaden their 
ranges in the field of psychology. 

One does not need to be a part of Psi Chi 
to join the psychology club and vice versa. 

Although it is uncertain when The 
Psychology Club was first founded, Walters 
and Berger both agree that it has progressed 
in recent years. Due to COVID-19, many 
positions got switched around and lost 
over time, including the club’s historian. 
However, Walters and Berger are certain 
that the original founders would be proud 
of how the club has progressed. 

“The idea surrounding psychology has 
changed so much since the past. It has 
become way more inclusive, and we have a 
very diverse group that attends regularly,” 
Berger said. “I hope the founders would be 
proud of how we’ve built a community and 
what we promote.” 

Both Walters and Berger are majoring 
in psychology. 

To stay current on EMU’s Psychology 
Club/Psi Chi chapter’s upcoming events 
and meetings, follow @emichpsychclub on 
Instagram.

Club Spotlight: The Psychology Club

AMEERA SALMAN
CELLAR ROOTS EIC

Interactive event Sex in the Dark is 
coming to Eastern Michigan University on 
Thursday, Feb. 9.  

The event will feature a panel of sexual 
health experts, allowing attendees to have 
their questions answered anonymously. 
Students will receive glow stick bracelets 
and glasses as the event will take place 
with the lights off to give students a sense 
of anonymity. 

Sex in the Dark will be open to all 
students and will feature safe sex kits 
in partnership with Planned Parenthood 
Generation Action, a student organization 
on campus. 

The event was first created by two 
graduate students in 2013 at Boston 
University’s Student Health Services 
Wellness and Prevention Services 

department. The program spread to many 
other colleges and universities soon after. 

Here at EMU, a few additions have 
been made to the event. The Women’s 
Resource Center, the event’s host, has 
partnered with Campus Life to sponsor a 
social hour where students will be able to 
decorate cookies, enjoy a candy bar, and 
meet other students. 

Deanna Kowaleski, Women’s Resource 
Center program coordinator, wants the 
event to leave students with a positive 
impact.

“The hope is that students will leave 
feeling more informed about their sexual 
health, be better prepared to talk about 
sexual health issues with a partner and 
be more comfortable accessing sexual 
health resources on campus and within the 
community,” Kowaleski said. 

Sex in the Dark will take place from 6-8 
p.m. in the Student Center Auditorium.

Women's Resource Center 
hosts Sex in the Dark

What’s the move at 
EMU? Feb. 6-12
MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Check out these events happening on 
Eastern Michigan University’s campus this 
week. 

Botany Club Valentines Day - Feb. 6
Paint a pot and pick a plant for another 

Botany Club member from 5-7 p.m. in the 
EMU Greenhouse. 

Maximizing Your Summer 
Workshop  - Feb. 6 

The Women’s Resource Center and 
the University Advising and Career 
Development Center are partnering for 
a virtual discussion about the upcoming 
internship fair. The organization’s will be 
helping students build marketable resume 
experience over the summer. The event 
will take place at 6 p.m. and students can 
sign up by visiting @emuwomenscenter on 
Instagram and clicking the link in their bio.  

In Retrospect - Feb. 6
Opening day of a visual autobiography 

by Benjamin Bertrand, will be taking place 
at the Student Center gallery until Feb. 
17. A reception for the showcase will take 
place on Feb. 7 from 5-8 p.m.

Telfar Raffle - Feb. 7
Meet mental health and community 

service organization Sistas That Care at the 
Student Center lobby tables from 3-6 p.m. 
for a chance to win a Telfar bag. 

Vejigante Mask Making Workshop - 
Feb. 7

EMU’s Latinx Student Association 
invites all students to join them in making 

Puerto Rican masks for their upcoming 
Afro-Latinx night. The mask creation 
event will take place in Student Center 
room 310A from 7-9 p.m.

Black Honors Student Organization 
Sneaker Design Night - Feb. 7

Join BHSO and the Honors college 
to customize your own pair of sneakers. 
Bring your own sneakers pre washed and 
prepared to paint. This event runs from 6- 
7:30 p.m in the Honors College reception 
hall.

2023 Internship Fair - Feb. 8
The UACDC is hosting a job fair in 

the Student Center ballroom from 11 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Students are encouraged to 
bring multiple copies of their resume and 
wear professional attire. The event is for 
all fields of study to meet with employers 
offering paid and unpaid internships.

Comets and Discovery - Feb. 8
Follow comet hunters in first person 

in the EMU planetarium, located on the 
fourth floor of the Mark Jefferson Science 
Complex. This event runs from 6 - 7 p.m.

Sex in the Dark - Feb. 9
The Women’s Resource Center is 

hosting a panel discussion for students to 
ask sexual health questions from 6-8 p.m. 
in the Student Center ballroom. Learn more 
on our feature story of the event below. 

Project Big Sister Bake Sale - Feb 
9-10

Project Big Sister brings forward 
their second annual bake sale fundraiser, 
happening Thursday and Friday from 12-4 
p.m. at a Student Center lobby table.
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Stomp-n-Shake cheer 
team returns to campus
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER 

Shaking up the culture and turning 
dreams into realities with their all inclusive 
“Stomp n Shake” cheer team this year are 
the Eastern Michigan University Eaglettes.

Stomp n Shake was initially popularized 
in the 70’s and is widely recognized in the 
South and at Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. The style of cheer differs 
from traditional cheerleading because of its 
intricate dance moves.

In 2019, Jermoynee Brooks founded 
the Eaglettes after not seeing enough 
representation in EMU’s spirit squads. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the 
team was inactive, but this year they’re 
back, better, and ready to make some noise. 

Drew Liddell, the current captain of the 

Eaglettes, wants to create an environment 
where African American students can 
express themselves without feeling 
restricted or excluded.

“Just because you attend a 
predominantly white institute, doesn’t 
mean you can’t spread your culture 
around,” Liddell said.

Sophomore, Zacariaa Ballinger, a 
member of the Eaglettes, said she joined 
the Eaglettes because of her passion for 
cheer leading.

“I’m excited for everyone to know that 
we’re back and I can’t wait for everyone to 
see what we have in store,” Ballinger said. 

The Eaglettes plan to make their first 
appearance next month at an EMU men’s 
basketball game.

For more information on how you can 
support the team follow @emueaglettes on 
Instagram.

Visit The Eastern Echo 
website for video coverage 
of the Stop-n-Shake story
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"Elden Ring" has gained a large 
internet following. Even within the game's 
first months, tens of millions of copies 
were sold. In this case, do high sales equal 
a great game?

Open-world role-playing games 
that combine both single-player and 
multiplayer elements have always been 
held in high regard by me. While lacking 
in multiplayer options and lacking in 
crossplay, "Elden Ring" still has a large 
online community. 

On PlayStation 4 alone, I am 
summoned to another player's game in 
just about a minute of placing my summon 
sign. People do tend to enjoy replaying the 
boss fights with others, despite the inability 
to summon a friend or other player (except 
for PVP) once the area's boss has been 
defeated.

Combat feels fair for a "Dark Souls" 
game. It takes practice, patience, and skill 
in order to find an opening against nearly 
all of the bosses, even if you take the 
slightly easier path and choose to play as 
a mage (one of many options). The bosses 
in "Elden Ring" and their fighting styles 
seem to stay true to their backstories and 
provide a challenge that makes the player 
inevitably leave at least one boss fight, 
explore, level up, return with a plan, and 
rage quit a few times along the way. 

Each defeated boss provides the 
player with an overwhelming sense of 
accomplishment.

The game also has stunning visuals-- 
it's the most beautiful game that I've ever 
played. With the exception of Caelid, 
every single part of the map is gorgeous. 
Limgrave, the starter area, appears to be 
a magical woodland. Mount Gelmir has 
beautiful, snowy mountains. 

Anywhere that you are in the game, you 
can also see the lustrously large Erdtree, a 
large plot point. 

The story is something that you do have 
to search for in "Elden Ring." Like other 
"Dark Souls" games, the story of "Elden 

Ring" is told mostly through limited NPC 
dialogue and item descriptions. This isn't 
necessarily a bad thing-- the NPCs don't 
have any filler dialogue and the items are 
received often once enemies are killed. 
The only downside to this is that it may 
take a while to farm enemies of all of 
their possible item drops in order to read 

up on the lore. The excellent writing 
from Hidetaka Miyazaki and George R. 
R. Martin (best known from the "Game 
of Thrones" series) makes it worth every 
minute; each new piece of lore from item 
descriptions provides intrigue and insight 
that fuels immersion and keeps the player 
playing. There are numerous endings that 
the player can choose from, which helps 
the game's replayability. 

Altogether, "Elden Ring" is an 
astonishing game for anyone who's up for 
a challenge. It's not the RPG anyone new 
to gaming should start with, but it is an 
RPG to work towards. 

The shocking story, beautiful scenery, 
stimulating combat, and the ability to play 
with friends allow "Elden Ring" to remain 
relevant, repayable, and praiseworthy.

AARON HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR

Atlanta rapper Lil Yachty first came 
to prominence during the SoundCloud 
rap era, becoming the poster boy for the 
fun and melodic time. Being known for 
his bubbly trap songs, he caught fans by 
surprise with the release of his single 
“Poland.” However, his most recent project 
“Let’s Start Here.” released on Jan. 27, may 
be his most artistic endeavor to date. 

Album Highs:
This album is a trippy experience 

heavily inspired by the works of Tame 
Impala, whom Yachty has worked with in 
the past, in addition to Andrew of MGMT. 

As this is a drastic change from 
previous work, Yachty introduces 
listeners to the sound perfectly 
with the help of producer Justin 
Raisen on the first song, “the 
BLACK seminole.” Considered 
one of the best songs on the album, 
the psychedelic guitar melodies 
and drawn-out vocal effects lay 
out the album’s foundation. 

Following, songs like 
“running out of time” produced by 
Magdalena Bay and “pRetty” also 
highlight the project. 

Though the production and 
vocal effects are the star of the 
album, the collaborations must be 
talked about, especially on songs 
like “drive ME crazy!” featuring 

Diana Gordon and Foushee on “The 
Alchemist.” 

Overall, the teamwork with producers 
like Mac Demarco and Nick Hakim, 
or features such as Teezo Touchdown 
and Justin Skye, helps create this lucid 
atmosphere. 

“I wanna be where you are/ I just can’t 
walk away/ You drive me crazy, ah /I lose 
it, lose it,” Lil Yachty and Diana Gordon 
sing on “drive ME crazy!”

Album Lows:
While the vocal wrinkle effect can be a 

highlight, there are times when the effect 
or mixing of Yachty’s vocals is lacking. 
Though this is Yachty’s attempt of leaving 

his comfort zone, he hasn’t gotten the hang 
of this genre either. 

Songs like “THE zone” or “sAy 
sOMETHING” can be seen as bland 
to rock fans as it is missing a few key 
elements to take it over the hump. Tracks 
like “:(failure(:” try other genres such as 
spoken word, but Yachty is not exactly Gil 
Scott Heron. 

Finally, while not a knock on Yachty, 
there are some ideas that he lets go of too 
quickly. The song “drive ME crazy!” is a 
perfect example as the chorus was golden 
and failed to be used more than once.

Summary:  
During the listening party for this 

album, Yachty said his goal for “Let’s Start 
Here.” was for others to finally take him 
seriously as the creative singer he is. It is 
a shame he has to say this at all though, as 
he has multiple instances of branching out 
from his “BIRTHDAY mix 6” tape and his 
feature on Theophilus London’s “Seals.” 

Even ignoring that, this album will be 
seen as his magnum opus for the attempt 
and success of this new style. Hopefully, 
we will see more artists follow suit as this 
has been the most enjoyable listen of 2023 
so far.

While not the best psychedelic rock 
album of all time, the use of synths, vocal 
effects, and topics of love and loneliness 
generates a fun hour listen. 

Already a top three album in his 
discography, this project is a 7.5 out of 10.

Take part in the Lil Yachty experience on 
his new alt-rock album “Let’s Start Here.”  

CAITLIN MICHAEL
COLUMNIST

Singer-songwriter Taylor Swift released 
a music video titled "Lavender Haze" 
on Jan. 27. The video includes themes of 
stars, planets, eternal love, and most of all, 
lavender and haze. In addition to fitting 
the aesthetic of the video, Swift's makeup, 
hairstyle, and wardrobe add to its meaning; 
her partner will love her regardless of what 
she wears or what the media says. 

The music video does an excellent job 
of capturing the emotions conveyed in the 
song "Lavender Haze." 

In addition to that, the video also 
suggests that Swift is re-recording her third 
studio album “Speak Now.” Fans have 
been patiently waiting for Swift's albums 
to be released since she announced in 2019 
that she was re-recording her albums after 
Scooter Braun bought the rights and sold 
them all. 

Since Taylor re-recorded "Fearless 
(Taylor's Version)" and "Red (Taylor's 
Version)," fans have been searching for any 
hints that could lead to another re-release. 
The Swifties, as Swift’s fanbase is known, 
have found a couple of hints that could lead 
to “Speak Now.” For instance, koi fish can 
be seen swimming around Swift’s head 
in the video, referencing the koi fish that 
was painted on her guitar during the 2012 

“Speak Now” world tour. 
“Lavender Haze” is a song with a purple 

hue, but Swifties argue that it might be a 
major clue to the new release of “Speak 
Now,“ since the color purple is largely 
associated with the 2010 project. 

Another hint that Swifties have 
proposed is that a particular shot might 
provide clues. A flowy purple dress appears 
on the cover of Swift’s “Speak Now” 
album, and in “Lavender Haze,” Swift can 
be seen lying down in a similar position 
while flowy purple fabric drapes over her. 
Several theories from past music videos 
like “Bejeweled” have also led fans to 
speculate that Swift will press the sparkly 
purple elevator button on “Speak Now” 
and get off on the third floor. It would 
be logical for her to release one more re-
recording before she takes off on “The Eras 
Tour,” in March. 

Then again, these are just fan theories, 
and nothing is confirmed yet.

Regardless of what Swift does and does 
not release, it is to be expected that her 
tour and future projects will be successful. 
Swifties will continue to support her 
through all endeavors. 

As always, she continues to leave a trail 
of clues in her music videos, social media 
posts, and interviews to send her fans on an 
endless scavenger hunt. 

One can only wait and see.

Taylor Swift’s 'Lavender Haze' 
video hints to other projects

'Elden Ring' is a great 
challenging video game

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

Going into "Knock at the Cabin" from 
the trailers, viewers are not sure what more 
can be shown, but the film shows so much 
more than the trailers while somehow 
keeping audiences entertained.

Synopsis 
While on vacation in a remote cabin 

in the woods, a young girl and her parents 
are taken hostage by four armed strangers. 
These strangers tell the family they must 
make an impossible choice to avert the 
apocalypse. The family must make this 
decision before time runs out or all will be 
lost.

Starring Dave Bautista as Lenorad, 
Jonathan Groff as Eric, Ben Aldrige as 
Andrew, Kristen Cui as Wen, and Rupert 
Grint as Redmond.

What I loved 
The plot. I felt this movie may have 

been hard to pull off, but it was the exact 
opposite. The characters make you feel 
all emotions and you don't know what to 
believe. It genuinely makes you sit on the 
edge of your seat (or curled up in a ball in 
my case) the entire time. This movie plays 

on the idea of one telling fact from fiction 
under dire circumstances.

The characters. Playing off my last 
point the characters and actors truly pull 
off this film. Dave Bautista is fantastic and 
truly puts you at ease and unease so often, 
with his tone and mannerisms, it just sends 
shivers down your spine. Not to mention 
Groff, Aldridge, and Cui make a perfectly 
beautiful family that makes you sob. 

Honorable mention: the setting is 
magnificent throughout the film.

What I didn't love 
The camera angles. More than one time 

throughout the film we either got these 
weird close-up angles of people's faces or 
some kind of tilted angle that makes you 
question the cinematography. It was very 
hard to take some parts seriously while I'm 
all up in Dave Bautista's mouth. 

The reality of the events. So the structure 
of these four people finding each other is 
very unsteady throughout the whole film 
which makes sense with the plot, but some 
of the aspects just take me out of the reality 
aspect of the film. When the only thing we 
can see is the news (because it's a remote 
cabin with no reception) but then the live 

news is not even a known station it's just 
some made up station, it makes it hard to 
believe the story, and what is trying to be 
told. It’s just one of those aspects that pull 
me from the legitimacy of the film.

Verdict 
I sobbed like a baby the entire film, and 

I couldn't take my eyes off the screen. It 
was so interesting to me, while some parts 
made me question the reality of the film, 
overall it was amazing.

I give 'Knock at the Cabin' an 8.5 out 
of 10.

‘Knock at the Cabin’ is a 
heartbreaking horror picture

Follow us on 
TikTok 

@theeasternecho

opinionsopinions
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CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University women’s 
basketball player Ce’Nara Skanes made 
her impression Wednesday night, leading 
the Eagles in nearly all categories. While 
the team lost the game 65-55 to Ohio 
University, Skanes scored 18 points, 
grabbed nine boards, dished four assists, 
and tallied a career-best six steals. Skanes’ 
8.1 rebounds are currently fourth in the 
Mid-American Conference. 

Sophomore Kyndal Lewis registered 
the first start of her career and also found 
her way into double-digit scoring figures 
with 12 points in 18 minutes of floor time. 
The 12 points marked a new career-best, 
while the 18 minutes of play were the most 
Lewis had seen since Dec. 4, when she 
played 19 minutes. 

Both Ohio and EMU struggled from the 
floor early on as the score would be tied at 
only 2-2 after three minutes and 18 seconds 
of game time. This tightly contested, 
defensive start would continue throughout 
the first quarter and the Eagles would take 
a 12-10 lead into the second. 

The Bobcats came in the next quarter 
by sparking a 6-0 run that would give 
them a temporary advantage until Skanes 
would use some flashy passing as an 
equalizer. Skanes found senior Irekpitan 
Ozzy-Momodu for a layup and then 
sophomore Lachelle Austin for a three to 
put the Eagles back on top. Ohio matched 
Austin’s three at the other end, but EMU 
still was able to enter halftime leading 
29-27.

The swing of momentum occurred 
primarily in the third quarter where the 
Eagles would see a four-point lead early 
turn into a seven-point deficit late. Ohio 
experienced their best scoring stretch of 
the game and outpaced EMU 24-15 in 
the period. 

The Eagles’ deficit increased to 15 
points in the final quarter of play, which 
was the largest margin of the night. EMU 
was able to battle back within seven 
points late but ultimately fell by double 
digits to the score of 66-55 in favor of the 
Ohio Bobcats.

Even though the Eagles were not able 
to celebrate a victory in the contest, the 
young women on the team were celebrated 

as Feb. 1 was National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day, and there was a special 
message played at halftime put together by 
the EMU Athletic Department. 

Ce'Nara Skanes records 
career-best six steals

CHANDLER DONCKERS
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s basketball team (12-9, 4-6 
MAC) put on a show in McGurik Aerna 
on Saturday, February 4 visiting their in-
state Mid-American Conference rivals, the 
Central Michigan University Chippewas 
(4-17, 2-8 MAC). 

The Eagles’ sophomore class put up a 
combined 56 points in the win, 68-54, to 
earn the squad a crucial MAC win. 

Sophomore guard Lachelle Austin 
kicked the scoring off by making both of 
her free throws. She started what would 
turn into an 11-point run for the Eagles, 
until the Chippewas finally got on the 
board with 2:57 left in the first quarter. 

The over seven-minute shutout was a 
season best for Eastern Michigan but not 
the only notable accomplishment for the 
visitors. Austin eventually earned 21 points 
and three steals, making her performance 
the third time in her career to have recorded 
20+ points in a single contest. 

The Eagles went into halftime up 30-

22, marking the 13th time this season that 
they have held their opponents to less than 
30 points in the first half. 

Austin’s stellar performance was 
supported by fellow sophomores Ce’Nara 
Skanes who recorded 18 points and 11 
rebounds, and Tayra Eke who earned 
14 points, three steals and two blocks, 
respectively. Skanes also added to her tally 
of 29 career double-doubles, the most on 
the team.  

The third quarter saw the Eagles’ lead 
reduced to just three points, the smallest of 
the entire game. 

However, it did not last long as 
Austin promptly responded with a jumper 
and successful three-pointer. The lead 
continued to grow, finally to 10 points by 
the start of the final quarter, 49-39. 

EMU’s strong team performance will 
hopefully carry to Wednesday, Feb. 8 
when they host the Ball State University 
Cardinals at 7 p.m. inside the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center. For more 
information on EMU women’s basketball, 
tune in weekly to The Eastern Echo’s 
“TheBlockE Podcast”. 

EMU women’s basketball 

soars over the Chippewas

EMU men’s 
basketball 
defeat Ohio
DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
men’s basketball team (6-16, 3-6 MAC) 
defeated Ohio University (11-11, 3-6 
MAC), 90-79, on Tuesday, Jan. 31, inside 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center 
in a back-to-back victory for the Eagles 
led by sophomore guard Tyson Acuff 
recording a career-best 29 points. 

“Confidence played a role,” Acuff said 
in a postgame press conference interview 
held by EMU Athletics. “I’m not hunting 
for shots but when it’s hot like that, my 
teammates trust me to have the ball in my 
hands, so I appreciate them.”

Acuff’s new record included a career-
high six assists, six made threes, two 
rebounds, and one steal. 

The Eagles finished the matchup with 
16 assists, the most in a home game this 
season, on 30 made field goals. 

Sophomore Noah Farrakhan added 
four assists, ranking him fifth all-time in 
program history for consecutive assists. 

Excluding Acuff, four Eagles scored 
double figures with sophomore Emoni 
Bates tallying 19 points and fellow 
sophomore Kevin-David Rice added a 
season-high 11 points. 

Sophomores Jalin Billingsley and 
Yusuf Jihad each scored 10 points.

“Kevin Rice, I thought he gave us 
some great minutes in the first half, same 
with Jalin Billingsley but Tyson Acuff was 
terrific,“ coach Stan Heath said. 

EMU picked up a 37-35 lead and went 
on a 6-0 run with 3:04 left in the first half. 
Sophomore Yusuf Jihad increased its lead 
to 43-35, after hitting a key three-pointer. 
Ohio would cut into the lead but the Eagles 
picked up the pace as they headed into 
halftime with a 47-40 advantage. 

In the second half, Bates finished off a 
5-0 run with a three, growing the lead, to 
61-52, with 10:22 left in the game. Acuff 
led the Eagles with 19 points in the second 
half, for the 90-79 victory. EMU shot well 
from the three-point range, hitting six shots 
from deep, scoring 18 of its 43 points. 

“It was a hard-fought game and 
something we really needed, we’re happy 
to get out of here with a win,” Heath said. PHOTOS BY JAYLA FORD PHOTOS BY ISRAEL MILLERPHOTO CREDIT: IAN MCLEAN @SHOTBY1AN
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BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan University 
swimming and diving program hosted 
its 2023 Senior Day Extravaganza on 
Saturday, Feb. 4, at Ann Arbor Skyline 
High School. 

The event is held annually at the end 
of each season as they highlight and 
honor the team's senior-student athletes as 
well as their coaches, teammates, family 
and friends, marking one of the most 
anticipated annual traditions at EMU. 

Saturday’s event at Skyline highlighted 
five EMU seniors; Morgan Booth, Kelsi 
Hill, Carlin Hudson, Abigail Wenger and 
Hannah White. 

It was a non-traditional meet format 
as the event was a non-scored inter-squad 
scrimmage. 

To highlight the team’s 2022-23 
season, the team held an overall record 
of 2-7 and went 1-2 in MAC play while 
also placing 2nd and 3rd at the Denison 
Invitational on Dec. 1-3. 

The team will return to scheduled 
competition at the end of February when 
they travel to Bowling Green, Ohio for the 
MAC Championships on Feb. 23-25. 

EMU swim and dive hosts annual Senior Day 

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR

Records are made to be broken. 
Recently in the sports world, we’ve seen 
Ray Allen’s three-point record splashed 
away by Stephen Curry, Roger Maris’ 
American League single-season home 
run record crushed by Aaron Judge, and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s all-time career 
scoring record that is to be broken by 
LeBron James very, very soon. 

All of these athletes leave their mark on 
the game they play with record-breaking 
performances and seasons, similar to 
Makhail Wood, who is signed to Eastern 
Michigan University football’s 2023 
recruiting class.

Wood was born in Orlando, Florida, 
moving to Georgia in the fifth grade, where 
he continued the remainder of his schooling. 
Along the way, Wood discovered football 
and the sport has stuck with him ever since. 

“In Florida, I started with flag football 
then started playing tackle,” Wood said. 
“It’s been something that I never fell out of 
love with.” 

After making the move to Georgia, 
Wood spent his first year of high school at 
Decula before moving again to Mill Creek 
High School, where he emerged as one of 
the next top up-and-coming football stars to 
come out of the state. 

In his first two years at Mill Creek, Wood 
didn’t see the field as much as anticipated. 
As he knew the skill and impact that he 
brought to the table, he also understood 
the importance of learning from who’s in 
front of you so you can fill the shoes, which 
propelled his career in the right direction. 

“I went from not playing my sophomore 
year to starting in my junior year,” Wood 
said. “I had to fill a lot of shoes and I think 
that I did a great job of it.” 

During his two-year tenure as a varsity 
starter for Mill Creek, Wood racked up 
numerous regional, county, and state 
awards for Georgia high school football; 
two 1st team All-Region awards, two 1st 
team All-County awards, 1st team All-
State, honorable mention All-State, and 
All-Finals team selection as a kick returner. 

While doing that and making a name for 
himself in the state of Georgia for football, 
Wood was also becoming a football legend 

at Mill Creek. 
By the end of his high school football 

career, Wood broke a total of 14 all-time 
football records in Mill Creek’s history. “It 
was different for sure,” Wood said. “All of 
those records mean a lot to me.” 

Along with those records came 
something else. Something bigger. 

As Wood was making a name for 
himself as one of the best in his state, his 
team was becoming one of the best in 

Georgia. With not many more records to 
break, Wood had his eyes on the prize: a 
state championship. 

After a heartbreaking loss to Buford in 
the 2021 playoffs, Wood and his team were 
more hungry than ever to compete for a 
state championship in 2022. 

So hungry, thatWood even stated 
in a postgame interview on Twitter in 
August held by the Twitter handle of 
@AmariaZachery; “We’re excited, 
pumped up, we are going to win a state 
championship this year,” Wood said. 

And that they did. 
In December of 2022, after beating 

Carrolton High School 70-23, Wood and 

Mill Creek were named Georgia 7A State 
Champions, a reward that came after many 
hours, days, and months of dedication. 

“After the loss to Buford we had to get 
better than what we already were,” Wood 
said. “So just staying dedicated, working 
hard, and coming to practice every day with 
a different mindset, it helped us capture it.” 

Winning a state championship isn’t easy, 
or else everyone would do it, and along 
with Wood on that Mill Creek roster were 

more top players in the state of Georgia that 
were key in getting the job done. 

Notable teammates of Wood’s at Mill 
Creek were; Caleb Downs, a five-star 
recruit by 247sports who ranked as the 
sixth overall high school football player 
in the nation, and is currently signed to 
Alabama’s 2023 recruiting class; Jamal 
Anderson, a four-star recruit by 247sports 
who is signed to Clemson’s 2023 recruiting 
class and the son of former NFL running 
back, Jamal Anderson; and Hayden Clark, 
the quarterback who led Mill Creek’s 
offense and is committed to Washburn 
University. 

“Not only have one leader. They all 

stepped in and played a huge role,” Wood 
said. “Caleb’s been doing it since his 
freshman year, Jamal since sophomore 
year, and then me and Hayden stepped in 
junior year and we came out with a ring.” 

While Wood’s football career has 
ended, the real journey is just beginning. 

After making a name for himself 
in Georgia, many top college football 
programs began calling. 

Wood held football scholarship offers 
from the University of South Florida 
(USF), Georgia Southern University, Army 
Westpoint, and his final decision: Eastern 
Michigan University. 

Wood officially signed with EMU in 
December of 2022 and became a part of the 
best recruiting class in the Mid-American 
Conference (MAC) for 2023 and in EMU 
football’s history. 

“The culture, the people, and the 
coaches in Ypsilanti made me feel at home 
on my visit,” Wood said when asked about 
why he chose EMU. “I never disliked 
anything about them.” 

Along with the star recruits, EMU just 
capped off their best season in history 
since 1987; first nine-win season since 
1987, first bowl game victory since 1987, 
marked their fourth consecutive bowl game 
appearance which is the most in program 
history, and the Michigan MAC trophy for 
the first time since 2012. 

With all the success that Wood has 
earned and the success the EMU football 
program has reached over the past couple 
of years, Wood is eager to contribute to that 
and reach new heights with EMU football. 

“Hopefully next year we can have an 
even better season,” Wood said. “They are 
getting a receiver who can do it all.” 

Wood shared a couple of team 
goals he has set that he wishes to 
accomplish: winning more bowl games, 
going undefeated, and winning a MAC 
championship.

“I really hope I just become a better 
person and player. I know EMU will do 
that for me,” Wood said. “I want to leave 
my legacy there.” 

When asked about any messages Wood 
wanted to send to the EMU football fans, 
he responded: 

“Go Eagles. Let’s do this.”

Makhail Wood: A Record-Breaking Talent

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan University 
football team continues to grow and build 
after the program had nine student-athletes 
sign to their 2023 recruiting class on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, for National Signing 
Day. 

The list of names who signed to the 
program on Wednesday consists of; North 
Catholic High School defensive back 
Chase Arrington, Eastside Catholic High 
School tight end Gabe Hoffman, Iowa 
Western Community College tight end 
transfer C.J. Horton, Michigan State wide 
receiver transfer Terry Lockett Jr., Hartland 
High School running back Joey Mattord, 
West Virginia offensive lineman transfer 
Chris Mayo, Colorado State offensive 
lineman transfer Owen Snively, University 
of Central Missouri offensive lineman 
transfer Dan Sunderman, and Indiana wide 
receiver transfer Javon Swinton. 

After 18 student-athletes signed on to 
EMU’s football program during the Early 
Signing Period in December, they have 
now officially added 27 new names to the 
roster for the upcoming 2023-24 season. 

With the new additions to the team, 
the EMU football program now officially 
finishes in the number one spot for the 
2023 football recruiting class rankings in 
the Mid-American Conference (MAC) 
and also ranks 83rd nationally in the FBS 
by 247Sports.

EMU finished with a 158.70 average 
score for the top recruiting spot in the 
MAC’s 2023 rankings, marking the first 
time in program history that EMU football 
has finished first. It is also EMU’s best 
average since the service began tracking 
recruiting classes in 2011. 

EMU’s previous best recruiting class 
according to 247Sports was in 2018 and 
2020 when the team tied for sixth place in 
the MAC. 

The Eagles just capped off one of the 
best seasons in program history as they 
finished the year with the second-best win 
total in program history, their first bowl 
game victory since 1987, their fourth 
consecutive bowl game appearance for 
the first time in program history, a co-Mid-
American Conference West Division title, 
and won the Michigan MAC trophy for the 
first time since 2012. 

The EMU football team will return 
to the field in March for its first spring 
practice. They will have 15 practice dates 
over a four-week period before hosting the 
program’s annual spring football game in 
April. 

EMU football 
2023 recruiting 
class rated first 
in the MAC by 

247Sports

BELOW: MORGAN BOOTH, KELSI HILL, CARLIN HUDSON, 
ABIGAIL WENGER AND HANNAH WHITE ARE CELEBRATED AT 
THE EMU SWIM AND DIVE TEAM’S SENIOR DAY ON FEB. 4. 

ALL PHOTOS BY ISRAEL MILLER


