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EMU woman speaks 
about protests in Iran

See page 2

EMU women’s volleyball 
vs. Ohio University

See page 5

Latinx Student Association 
at EMU showcases culture 
through music and food

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Eastern Michigan University’s Latinx 
Student Association, founded in 2016, 
hopes to gain more visibility for Hispanic 
and Latino students on campus. 

Similar to other cultural organizations at 
EMU, LSA is not just for Latinx students, 
but is open for anyone to participate and 
learn more about the unique aspects of the 
specific culture. 

“It’s a great way to bring awareness 
to the Latino community, you don’t 
necessarily have to be Latino to be a 
part of it,” Josh Alarcon, marketing and 
recruitment chair of LSA, said. “It’s just a 
way to bring awareness, diversity and just 
like acceptance within the community, so 
it’s just a great way to engage with us.”

Alarcon, along with Fundraising Chair 
Ahrianna Nogueras, both have the goal 
to create a larger voice for the Latino 
community on EMU’s campus and get 
more people involved with the organization 
all around. 

“We just really want to promote 
different diversities and just cultures on 
campus and I feel like a Hispanic culture is 
not really seen throughout campus so much 
and we’re very in the shadows,” Nogueras 

said. “We just wanna really step out and be 
loud and proud and teach people who we 
are.”

Alongside Alarcon and Nogueras, the 
remaining executive board members of 
LSA include President Erasmo Martinez, 
Vice President Gracie Esquivel, Treasurer 
Yesica Valdez Urbieta, Social Event Chair 
Yissel Valdez Urbieta, Social Justice Chair 
David Ayala and Community Service Chair 
Aimee Gutierrez. 

LSA’s members hosted Latin Night on 
Oct. 4, which included dancing lessons, 
music, snacks and more to help bring the 
campus community back together as the 
new school year begins.  

“Something unique about Latin culture 
is that we’re all music and food oriented,” 
Nogueras said. 

As Latin culture revolves heavily 
around music and food, both pieces are a 
part of every LSA event. The turnout for 
LSA’s events this year has already been 
more than in the past, but the organization 
wants to continue growing as the year 
continues.

On Oct. 27, LSA is hosting a Dia De 
Los Muertos event at Big Bob’s Lake 
House from 7-9 p.m. in collaboration with 
Campus Life and the Multicultural Greek 
Council. 

The Dia De Los Muertos, or ‘Day of 
the Dead’ event is a celebration of life 
and death. LSA will be celebrating and 
remembering the lives of those who have 
passed and be learning the history of the 
cultural holiday though games, music, 
food, activities and more.

Students at the event will also get 
to view and create ofrendas, which are 
offerings placed in homes in a large altar 
setting during the traditional Mexican 
holiday to memorialize a person who has 
died. 

The event will be a way to bring not 
only the Hispanic and Latino community 
on campus together, but anyone of any 
background at EMU who wants to join and 
learn. 

Embracing culture is a large part 
of every LSA event and is Alarcon’s 
favorite part about being a member of the 
organization. 

"I do come from a very heavily 
populated Latino community in Orlando, 
so I didn’t really experience that here, but 
being a part of LSA has definitely helped 
me," Alarcon said. “It’s just a great way 
to embrace your culture and find your 
people.” 

Nogueras feels the same and said that 
her friends at EMU previous to joining 

EDITOR'S NOTE: EMU's 15,000 students arrive in Ypsilanti from 50 states, 
and 83 countries, bringing with them diverse cultures and backgrounds. To explore 
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LSA were not Hispanic, so being a part of 
the association has helped her be around 
similar people. 

“My favorite part is it’s nice having 
people that are like me around, it is very 
hard not having more Hispanics. It’s nice 
to be able to be around your people,“ 
Nogueras said. "LSA does a really nice job 
at including everybody.” 

Currently, it is Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which runs from Sept. 15 - Oct. 
15, celebrating the histories, cultures and 
contributions of American citizens whose 
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Central and South America.

“Since it’s Hispanic Heritage Month 
this month, I don’t think I’ve seen anything 
from Eastern being posted,” Alarcon said. 
“Definitely at least an encouragement and 
just embrace and acknowledge that there 

are Hispanic and Latino students that attend 
Eastern, so that would be great and to better 
understand that they have our backs.”

Hispanic Heritage Month’s 2022 theme 
is "Unidos: Inclusivity for a Stronger 
Nation,“ something that LSA strives to 
represent every year in new ways. 

“I feel like [learning about different 
cultures] is important because it makes 
you a better well rounded individual 
and I feel like it helps you cater to other 
people's needs and feelings, have a better 
understanding of what people think the 
way they do, their actions or the way they 
are,“ Nogueras said. 

As an EMU student, attending events 
put on by LSA is a great way to learn about 
this history and the diversity not only on 
campus, but throughout the nation as a 
whole. 

KRISTA KANGAS
NEWS REPORTER

After 50 years in business, Ypsilanti’s 
Materials Unlimited will be closing, and 
loyal patrons are buying items while they 
can during a closing sale with everything 
25% off, with whatever items remaining to 
be held at an auction.

Now, while the business is 50 years old 
and is seen as an Ypsilanti staple, the store 
actually originated in a garage on Main 
Street in Ann Arbor. 

Reynold Lowe, owner of Materials 
Unlimited, had an interest in antiques 
started since an early age when he met his 
girlfriend’s father who was an auctioneer of 

early American antiques.
“He kind of took me under his wing 

and taught me a lot about antiques,” said 
Lowe.“By a series of strange events I 
ended up being in the creative destruction 
business. This was an opportunity for me 
to save good things, to preserve them from 
buildings that were gonna end up in the 
landfill.”

While the business expanded, Lowe’s 
interest shifted toward salvage and away 
from demolition. And as someone who 
had worked in the field, he knew all the 
demolition contractors. 

“They didn’t care about salvage. It was 
just one more thing that was in the way,” 
Lowe said. “So I would buy salvage rights 
from various buildings.” 

From there, Lowe started traveling 
around the Midwest buying from other 
people too. 

“We just kept developing the business. 
Then we started to provide restoration 
services,” Lowe said.

In fact, Lowe has had customers 
come in for an assortment of restoration 
services, from an old house needing a new 
replacement, or finding an addition that still 
goes with the original look of the home. 
Even customers come in with newer houses 
that simply want to showcase a piece to 
make their own house more interesting. 
In fact, during COVID-19, many people 
working from home needed a quiet space 
to work in their house and came to Lowe to 
make that a reality as well.

Looking back at the earlier days of his 
business, Lowe commented on having 
a sale in his garage and advertising in 
the Ann Arbor news before deciding to 
go beyond that and buying some land in 
Pittsfield Township.

However, tragedy struck in 1979 with 
a major fire that destroyed his building. 
Although Lowe did manage to rebuild half 
of the building, he saw it was time for a 
change. 

“We started looking for a different 
location,” Lowe said. 

It was then that he found the current 
building in Ypsilanti, originally a Staebler 
Brothers Motors built in 1927, later turned 
into a music and entertainment hall during 
World War II. Coincidentally, the new 

owners of the building are also planning on 
creating a music venue. 

Although a lot has changed over the 
years, overall, he likes the direction the city 
is going in, with one exception. 

“One of the things I don’t like are 
parking meters,” Lowe said. 

So what’s next for Reynold Lowe? 
Well, continuing what he did long ago: 
making art. 

“I do want to make some sculptures 
again. Pull weeds. Live on a farm,” Lowe 
said. 

Materials Unlimited is located at 2 W. 
Michigan Ave. Ypsilanti, MI, 48197.

Materials Unlimited closing after 50 years
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CHANDLER DONCKERS
NEWS WRITER

It's no secret that food is a way for many 
cultures to retain, express and celebrate 
their identity. With less than two weeks 
left of Hispanic Heritage Month, it could 
be exciting to follow suit in eating, and 
perhaps even learning, something new.

Around Eastern Michigan University's 
campus are a number of Hispanic and 
Latino inspired restaurants worth visiting 
year round. The following are a few 
establishments highlighted in honor of the 
occasion and their unique stories. 

Miny's Mexican Restaurant 
Located only five minutes from 

campus at 2866 Washtenaw Rd., Miny's 
Mexican Restaurant opened in 2017 
when the previous establishment’s owner 
decided to retire and sold the spot to one 
of his employees, Miny. Originally from 
Michoacán, Mexico, Miny now cooks 
in her own restaurant with her devoted 
children and grandchildren there to help as 
well. 

Largely due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the family decided to remove 
dine-in options but still experience a 
revolving door for pick-ups during lunch 
and dinner rushes. 

If you’re looking for a quick and easy 
bite of authentic Mexican food, Miny’s 
Mexican Restaurant is a wonderful 
intersection of family influenced cooking 
with a modern energy. 

Miny’s Mexican Restaurant is open 
Monday through Thursday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. and 
Sunday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

La Torre Taquería
If their name didn’t already give it 

away, La Torre Taquería, located at 1525 
Washtenaw Ave., is notorious for their 
authentic tacos. With roots from Veracruz, 
Mexico, the colorful interior does indeed 
make one feel like they’ve been transported 
to the tropical gulf city. 

Having been in this building for 
seven years now, La Torre Taquería has 
established themselves as a must-visit for 
authentic Mexican food lovers. Barely two 
minutes from campus, this is a perfect spot 
for either picking up a speedy to-go order 
back to campus or dining in. 

La Torre Taquería is open every day 
from 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

MAIZ Mexican Cantina
In the heart of Depot Town at 36 E. 

Cross St., MAIZ Mexican Cantina is a 
versatile place catering to both a fun lunch 
audience and a buzzing late-night crowd. 
Fully aware of their audience, MAIZ 
Mexican Cantina has recently added 
margaritas-to-go as a featured option. 

In the kitchen is the Elizabeth, the 
kindest woman and warmly referred to 
as “Mama” by the staff, hailing from the 
Mexico City area. She has masterfully 
integrated classic Mexican dishes with a 
modern take under gluten-free, vegan or 
vegetarian guidelines. 

Naturally, Taco Tuesdays are celebrated 

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month at these 5 restaurants
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with $2 tacos all day, a classic to pair with 
one of their many margarita flavors. 

MAIZ Mexican Cantina is open Sunday 
and Monday 12 p.m. - 9 p.m. and Tuesday 
through Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 11 p.m. 

La Marqueza Taquería
Upon walking into La Marqueza 

Taquería, located at 1396 E. Michigan 
Ave., one is initially greeted by Mexican 
love songs, and then either Carmen or a 
member of her family. She and her brother 
have been helping their parents, also 
originally from the Mexico City area, since 
their opening in 2015. In fact, Carmen 
and her brother have just agreed to partial 
ownership terms with them. 

Uniquely, on one of their walls is a 
frame of all their first dollar bills, now 
filled with rarities collected since then. Of 
course, every one of their dishes is made 
from scratch and touched by the influences 
of Carmen’s mother, grandmother and 

great-grandmother. 
La Marqueza Taquería is open Monday 

through Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 
Sunday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Encuentro Latino 
With a daily change in featured specials 

to their menu, Encuentro Latino, located in 
downtown Ypsilanti at 228 W. Michigan 
Ave., is another Hispanic restaurant in the 
neighborhood not to be overlooked. While 
the owner and chef Manuel DePaz is from 
Guatemala, he and his family also operate 
a Mexican restaurant in Taylor, Michigan 
called Matador Restaurant, which has been 
open since 1954. 

With an emphasis on plantains and 
the tropics, their Guatemalan flair on 
otherwise traditional Hispanic dishes helps 
to differentiate them from the rest. 

Encuentro Latino’s hours are Monday 
through Friday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m., Saturday 
9 a.m. - 8 p.m., and Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

News

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

EMU graduate student Neda Hayeri 
doesn't wear a hijab in the United States, 
but she is grateful the decision to do so is 
hers. 

While in Iran, Hayeri was forced to 
wear the traditional headscarf. That lack 
of choice is what sparked weeks of violent 
protest in Iran -- mostly on behalf of women 
who are required by Iranian law to wear a 
hijab at all times. 

Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian 
woman, died Sept. 16 after being arrested 
by Iran's morality police, who determined 
she was wearing her hijab incorrectly. Her 
death has caused an uproar worldwide, 
prompting people across the globe to chop 
off their hair and take to the streets in 
protest. 

Hayeri said seeing women being beaten 
for not wearing the hijab is a common 
memory for many Iranian women. 

She said most Iranian women do not 
believe in forcing anyone to wear it. Like 
Amini, Hayeri was arrested by the morality 
police for failing to wear her hijab correctly 
on two occasions. She said she never wears 
it properly. 

"They insulted me and beat me and 
made me call my family to come and bring 
me some proper hijab stuff," Hayeri said. 
"Also, they had me sign a paper to promise 
I will wear hijab more properly after that, 
which I signed because I had to do that 
to be free. I've never worn hijab properly 

though." 
Hayeri said most women in Iran wear 

their hijab in a way that exposes the front 
of their hair, but the government does not 
think that is the proper way, and wants 
women's hair to be fully covered by the 
hijab.

“The thing that’s so important for 
people to know is that this revolution is 
not Islam, it’s not against any religion, it’s 
just because of freedom,” Hayeri said. “We 
need freedom, the freedom to choose: What 
do we want to wear; what do we want to 
have; what do we want to believe.”

Protestors are not just using their words 
for this cause, but actions as well, with a 
symbolistic act of chopping off a piece of 
hair. 

Iran is a country with more than 3,000 
years of history, where in the past, women 
would cut their hair when they were sad or 
missed someone they loved. Now, the act 
has taken a new meaning. 

“Right now, this act is kind of a symbol 
that ‘you have a problem with our hair and 
we don’t want it, we just want to be free’,“ 
Hayeri said. “We don’t have any problem 
with our body, we don’t have any problem 
with our hair, but you want this hair, so we 
cut it and send it to you.”

This ongoing human rights issue is the 
current focal point of Iran’s revolution, as 
the country’s government comes under 
criticism from both in and outside its 
borders. The nation’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has sole authority 
over all Iranian government functions. 
Many citizens of Iran consider him a harsh 

dictator, and they want him gone. 
“There are so many, so many people 

who work for Islamic Republic and for the 
government that exists in Iran; and they are 
just trying to say that it’s not because of the 
freedom, it’s just because of the economy 
and it’s just because of the sanction and 
nuclear deal and this kind of stuff, but 
it’s not true, it’s a huge lie,“ Hayeri said. 
“Please be our voice, please spread the 
word, spread the truth.” 

Women in Iran’s fight for freedom is not 
new, as the country has had demonstrations 
like this for many years. 

“In 2009, we had this kind of stuff, at 
that time we were just trying to change 
something, trying to get some freedom, 
but it was just cracked down because 
they’re killing people, they’re arresting 
people,“ Hayeri said. “This one is a huge 
one, because all people, mostly young 
generations are in the street. They are 
screaming their right, they want freedom, 
they want to be free to choose everything 
that they want.”

Many students at universities across 
multiple cities in Iran have taken to the 
streets to protest about this issue.

“It’s so scary for me because I know 
what’s going on in those streets, I’ve been 
in the streets and I know how wild they 
are,” Hayeri said. “Those people are so 
wild. They have no mercy. They have no 
belief. They just kill people, rape people, 
kidnap people.”

Iranian government reports on the 
number of deaths during the nationwide 
protests are often questioned, with critics 

suggesting the actual tally is much larger. 
As the protests began, Iran shut down 
access to the internet for the entire country, 
blocking the ability for the rest of the world 
to see what is happening through social 
media reports.

“Last time that they shut down the 
internet, it was 2019 and I was in Iran 
at that time,“ Hayeri said. “I remember 
clearly what was going on. They killed 
1,500 people in just one week.”

Some people still find ways to get a 
connection and are able to get a small 
number of videos and information to the 
public. On Sept. 30, a “bloody Friday“ of 

protests led to at least 80 deaths, recorded by 
Iranian rights group Amnesty International. 

Hayeri wants Muslim women at EMU 
to know that the current movement is not 
against the hijab or against Islam, but 
simply a fight for the human right to choose.

“We are screaming, people are getting 
killed and beaten, just because they want 
the human right, the basic human right to 
choose anything that they want,” Hayeri 
said. “Be our voice, connect us to the 
world, talk about us, it’s for all humans’ 
rights, it’s for all women’s rights, and we 
just need you to be our voice and help us to 
tell our story to the world.”

Protests in Iran fight for women's rights
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What are 
EMU students 
favorite fall 
activities?

“”I love going to the 
pumpkin patches, I think 
it’s great. I also love apple 
cider, it should be an all year 
thing.” 

— Kate Inman,
Public and Nonprofit 

Administration

“Carving pumpkins with 
my family.”

— Louise Engohang,
Political Science/ 

Philosophy 

Enjoy EMU's campus 

with a jam packed week 

of on-campus events
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Enjoy what EMU has to offer will a 
fun-filled week of on-campus events.

National Coming Out Day: Oct. 11
Celebrate National Coming Out Day 

with various fun activities put on by the 
LGBT Resource Center and Campus Life. 
This free event runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the EMU Lake House.

Town Hall Understanding Voting 
and Local Government: Oct. 11

Students will have the opportunity to 
talk with various local and state officials 
about their work and how it affects them 
and the community. The officials will take 
questions from the audience. This event 
runs from 6-8 p.m. in the Student Center 
Auditorium. LBC-approved event.

Home-Cooked Cooking Class: Oct. 
12

Learn to cook easy and quick 
meals that can be prepared in almost 
any setting. Advance registration is 
required at eaglenutritionservices.as.me/
cookingclasses, and this class runs from 

5-6 p.m.
Happiness Hop: Oct. 13
Join Urzula, Flurry, and the OWCR 

from this month's event. Destress with 
relaxing events and fuzzy friends. This 
event runs from 4-6 p.m. in the Student 
Center room 320.

Loteria Game Night: Oct. 13
Join the Honors College in celebrating 

Hispanic Heritage Month and compete for 
fun prizes. This event runs from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the Honors College reception hall.

Swooptacular Spooktacular: Oct. 13
Find fire artists, stilt walkers, reptile 

shows and more at the Student Center's 
first floor from 7-9 p.m. Read our feature 
story to learn more about this event.

ALICE - Active Assailant Response 
Training for Civilians: Oct. 14

This event is free training with the EMU 
Police Department to share information 
about active assailant incidents, warning 
signs of a possible assailant, and what you 
can do if you find yourself in an active-
assailant situation. This event runs from 
3-4 p.m. in the Convocation Center. LBC-
approved event.

EMU’s Campus Life 
hosts Swooptacular 
Spooktacular

ZAINA ALRASHED
NEWS REPORTER

Campus Life at Eastern Michigan 
University is hosting a unique Swooptacular 
Spooktacular event at the first floor of 
Student Center on Oct. 13 from 7-9 p.m., 
featuring multiple bizarre activities and 
exhibits meant to stun the observer. 

Some of the tricks Campus Life has 
planned are stilt walkers, reptile showings 
and acrobatic performers. 

“It’s going to be a night of 
entertainment,” Sara Bamrick, coordinator 
of engagement & activities at Campus Life, 
said. “It’s an opportunity for students to 
be introduced to a new thing and to meet 
fellow people that are interested in the 
bizarre and spooky.”

The vendors selected for this event 
curate a surreal atmosphere to transport 
students into a circus-like setting. Courtesy 
of the Detroit Circus, ariel acrobats will 
display their tricks as they hang from fabric 
attached to the ceiling, and stilt walkers 
in elaborate costumes will tower over 
observers. 

Herps Alive, a nonprofit organization 
that cares for neglected or abused reptiles, 
will bring in twenty diverse types of 
reptiles, so that students can learn about the 
scaly animals, interact with them and take 
pictures to hold onto.

People attending can meet the vendors 
and other students engaged in the event. 
The organizers recognize the event as 
social, meant to bond students together 
over comical moments and extraordinary 
sights. Moreover, this occasion is a chance 
to face some fears and push comfort zones.

Intent on giving students a novel 
experience, Campus Life has provided 
a unique collection of food, uplifting, 
mysterious music, and smaller activities for 
students to partake in. Organizers will ask 
willing students to write short eerie stories 
and collect them to be redistributed. It’s a 
chance for students to immerse themselves 
in the experience and create something 
from it.

“We want to put on an experience that 
students can’t craft on their own. That’s the 
goal, to give you something you can’t just 
do in a residence hall or with your friends,” 
Bamrick said. 

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Eastern Michigan University's AMP!, 
or Amplifying the Arts, is a student 
organization under EMU arts management 
that helps connect student artists with 
opportunities and audiences. 

"We host arts events to amplify the 
voices of student artists and get them out 
there," Sophie Swift, treasurer of AMP!, 
said.

The next big event that AMP! is hosting 
is Java Jam, a live performance that will 
take place on Oct. 20 from 4-6 p.m. 

"Java Jam is a live performance event 
targeted more towards live performers 
like spoken word artists, musicians, actors 
even, but it's just a fun event for them to 
perform," Swift said. "If they don't want to 
perform they can just come and enjoy the 
event and support us that way," Swift said.

Any EMU students interested in 
performing at Java Jam can go through 
AMP's Instagram page @emu.amp. 

"I think with this event specifically, 
we're trying to get back to creating that 
sense of community here on campus," 
Olivia Robinson, co-president of AMP!, 
said.

Java Jam will be held in the Student 
Center right outside of Starbucks and is 
the organization's way to help bring EMU 
students back together after a hectic few 
years. 

"We have really geared this event 
towards appreciating the fall season 
and channeling our love for fall and the 
coziness of the season through music, so 
we're gonna have those cozy fall vibes 
going," Robinson said. "We are so thankful 
to already have a number of performers, 
poets, that are going to be showcasing their 
work, and we just want to facilitate that." 

Calling all artists! 
Register for EMU 
AMP!'s Java Jam

Celebrate National 
Coming Out Day
MARIE WHITE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Join EMU’s LGBT Resource Center 
to celebrate National Coming Out Day on 
Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Lake 
House. 

National Coming Out Day is an annual 
awareness day to support people coming 
out of the closet and individuals in the 
LGBTQ+ community. It was first observed 
in 1988 on the anniversary of the National 
March on Washington for Lesbian and 
Gay rights, as a reminder of the power of 
coming out.

The event will feature fair-style food, 
face painting, drag artists and more at no 
cost, with opportunities for self-expression 
and various LGBTQ+ communities to 
engage with.

“Everyone is welcome, though we will 
focus on humans who are part of LGBTQ 
communities,” Sara Bamrick, engagement 

and activities coordinator for EMU 
Campus Life, said in a written statement. 
“This day, though mostly affirming and 
celebratory also holds space for individual 
experiences.”

Coming out in itself is used to describe 
LGBTQ+ people's self-disclosure of their 
sexual orientation, romantic orientation and 
gender identity. This event advocates for 
being one's true authentic self and learning 
how to share your true self with others. 
This event celebrates your uniqueness and 
builds confidence in yourself and your 
community.

“This day and event is important 
because we aim to hold space for all the 
individuals who have, will, and continue 
to experience coming out,” Bamrick said. 
“Our goal is to celebrate those who have 
newly come out, are only out to themselves, 
those who have been out for many years, 
and all individuals at any point in their 
coming out journey.”
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'Smile' invokes a sense of terror in viewers 
MARIAM FAKHREDDINE
COLUMNIST

"Smile" is one of the most terrifying 
movies I have ever watched. 

The film stars Sosie Bacon as a therapist 
who, after witnessing the horrific suicide of 
a patient, begins to go through daunting 
experiences that involve hallucinations 
and believes it is supernatural. This 
overwhelming terror starts to control her 
life, and she has to face her past to get out. 

I have been waiting months for this 
movie to come out, and when watching 
the trailer, it already freaked me out. 
Walking into the movie theater, I was full 
of excitement and terrified because I had no 
idea what to expect. I always watch horror 
movies, but recently there have been no 
scary ones until I watched "Smile." 

This movie started quickly since the 
opening sequence alone was horrific. The 
daunting music in the background when the 
movie's title was announced was unsettling.

Parker Finn makes his feature film 

directing debut with "Smile," which he 
also wrote and directed. "Smile" is a terrific 
debut picture by a talented horror director. 
Before this film, Finn had only directed 
two other movies. This movie was his 
breakthrough. He did not fail to bring his 
talent to this film, and the angles of the 
camera provided darkness to the room. 

My favorite part was the jump scares 
because, unlike other movies, these were 
not cheesy or cheap. They were the type 
of jump scares that make you throw your 
popcorn. The best appreciation I can 
give "Smile" is that it uses this dramatic 
approach where the jump scares often catch 
you off-guard.

During the movie, I am the person who 
covers their eyes when I feel the music 
getting darker. This movie made my heart 
pound out of my chest, and at one point, I 
wanted to leave because I could not handle 
it. 

The antagonist's lack of being a demon 
with weakness is what makes it the most 
terrifying. The enemy is undetectable and 

unstoppable and leads you down a road of 
punishment. "Smile" provides graphic and 
horrific images, keeping you on your feet. 

It is creepy like the movie "Black 
Phone," but it does not compare. It reminds 
me of "Black Phone" because of the smile 
on the mask used in that movie. 

The movie does an excellent job 
of creating a race against time, real 
consequences, and a great deal of terror 
because you never know what will happen.

The main thing is that the antagonist 
uses Rose's past against her and brings up 
her trauma every which way. This movie 
reminds me of "Us" because she sees her 
family members who aren't them in front 
of her. 

This film has the least expected ending 
that will have you shaken. "Smile" is 
a terrifying movie that goes above and 
beyond any expectations. It deals with the 
victim's remorse. By the end of the movie, 
I never wanted to run out of that theater 
faster. 

I would give "Smile" a 9 out of 10.

Jean Dawson's 
'CHAOS NOW*' 
is as chaotic as 
it is entertaining

AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS EDITOR

Rap and rock have always shared a 
close relationship. However, artists such 
as Jean Dawson have slowly been tearing 
down the walls that separate the two. With 
the release of his second studio album 
"CHAOS NOW*," Dawson continues to 
spearhead this new artistic movement of 
hip-hop.

Album Highs:
Just as the title states, this is a chaotic 

album, but Dawson can find beauty within 
that mess, constantly referencing pop-punk 
or grunge elements and fusing them with 
hip-hop. There is no loss of energy in many 
of these tracks. For instance, “THREE 
HEADS*” and “SCREW FACE*” feature 
upbeat tempos and punk vocals. 

One of the best aspects of “CHAOS 
NOW*”  is Dawson putting his features 
in unfamiliar spaces, whether it be “KIDS 
EAT PILLS*” featuring Isiah Rashad or 
“BAD FRUIT*” where Earl Sweatshirt is 
singing on alternative/ folk production. 

Lyrically, Jean Dawson has taken it to 
the next level using unique syncopation, 
imagery and metaphors. There are some 
songs where the lyrics are so strong they 

could stand on their own without the 
production. The best example of this is 
“PORN ACTING*,” “POSITIVE ONE 
NEGATIVE ONE*” and “BAD FRUIT*.” 

Another strange element of this project 
is the abrupt transition between songs. 
Dawson’s reasoning for this was explained 
in an interview with Jon Barlas with 
Ourgenerationmusic. 

“It’s kind of like the idea of how 
children speak. They don’t use periods or 
commas, but they use a lot of ‘and then’ 
phrases. A lot of the album uses these ‘and 
then’ phrases. It’s kind of like explaining a 
dream. There’s a lot of things happening, 
but they’re all very important. Every detail 
is important,” he said. This is also the same 
reason for the asterisk in all of the songs 
and the album name.

Album Lows:
For the most part, “CHAOS NOW*” is 

distinctive when compared to what other 
artists are doing in the music industry or 
the genre itself. However, there are some 
tracks where the production was basic in 
terms of pop-punk. 

In addition, the album begins to fall 
off slightly in the second half, but not 
completely to the point of the project 
being ruined. Besides that, there are no 
other issues in quality as there is plenty of 
variety sonically and lyrically as Dawson 
has created his sound.

Overall:
One of the more interesting projects of 

2022, that would compare to Rico Nasty’s 
“Las Ruinas” or Kenny Mason’s “Ruffs.” 
With themes of drug abuse, mental anguish 
and more, this album has the depth that 
many projects nowadays lack. With the 
heavy amount of projects being released, 
this may get lost in the noise, but it will 
become an underrated album of this year. 

I give “CHAOS NOW*” a 7.5/10

Starbucks' 
new 2022 
seasonal 
fall menu

MARIAM FAKHREDDINE
COLUMNIST

As the fall season approaches, Starbucks 
lovers look forward to trying the company's 
new seasonal menu options. Tasting new 
coffee flavors is a fun activity for college 
students especially, myself included.

I have been waiting since August for the 
Starbucks fall menu, and many of the fall 
treats and drinks I have tried so far have 
exceeded my expectations. 

Pumpkin Spiced Latte
I am not the biggest fan of coffee, but 

this was not bad. The mixed flavor of 
coffee and pumpkin spice was perfect, but 
I do suggest getting the iced latte more than 

the hot. The iced latte is easier to be mixed 
through because from what I have heard 
about the hot pumpkin spice latte, it was 
not good. Many people say it was "chunky" 
especially when you leave the hot coffee in 
the heat. 

I would rate this 6 out of 10.
 Pumpkin Cream Cheese Muffin
The pumpkin cream cheese muffin is 

one of the best pastries I have ever tried 
from Starbucks. The middle part of the 
muffin is filled with the most delicious 
cream cheese. The muffin as a whole has 
the flavor and texture of the ideal pumpkin 
bread. It is the version of a lighter pumpkin 
cheesecake. 

I would get this again, I rate it a 10 out 
of 10. 

The Pumpkin Spice Chai Tea Latte 
This latte tastes the best when it is with 

pumpkin spice cold foam. The chai tea is 
lighter on the stomach in my opinion and 
it makes it better when it has a mix of 
pumpkin spices. This type of latte is perfect 
when it comes to a breezy fall day whether 
it is a hot latte or an iced latte. 

I would give this a rating of 8 out of 10. 
Matcha Green Tea Latte with 

Pumpkin Sauce 
For all the matcha lovers this is perfect 

to try when the pumpkin spice coffee is too 
strong. In my opinion, coffee makes my 
head hurt especially with all the sugar they 
put in the pumpkin spice latte. The matcha 
gives a balance of flavor and bitterness at 
the same time. I drink it with almond milk 

since it enhances the matcha's lightness. 
This drink does have about the same 
amount of caffeine that coffee has. 

This is my favorite drink so I would rate 
this 9 out of 10. 

Pumpkin and Pepita Loaf
This loaf tastes amazing when it's 

warmed up and is perfect for the morning if 
you want something sweet and light. This is 
a light bakery choice item for pumpkin spice 
because it does not have the strongest taste 
of pumpkin. The pumpkin seeds offered a 
tiny bit of flavor with a light crunch. This 
makes me feel full, hence I prefer it best 
when I have a cool drink with it. 

This is not the go-to bakery item, so I 
would give this a 7 out of 10.

MARQ STAFFORD
DESIGN CHIEF

For those who have heard of “Bee and 
PuppyCat,” you would not be mistaken 
that the show has been released again. The 
crowdfunded project was picked up by 
Netflix in 2020 and given a new look in its 
refreshing reboot here in 2022. 

“Bee and PuppyCat” revolves around an 
unemployed women in her early twenties 
named Bee who befriends a mysterious 
cat-dog hybrid called PuppyCat. The pair 
embark on a journey together of working 
temporary jobs to pay rent.  

Many viewers may be waiting for a 
continuation of “Lazy in Space,“ the second 
season of the original “Bee and PuppyCat,“ 
and should not fret, as it may find a new 
home on Netflix in the near future too. The 
reboot looks to go into the same direction 
the original version went, but with many 
adjustments to the original material. As for 
new viewers, you’re in for a treat. 

Natasha Allegri’s bright colored show 
returned on Sept. 6 and with it came a new 
mess of things. The show is unapologetic 
in how much sense it doesn’t make; failed 
wrestlers breaking through walls, tubs of 
assorted sweets, child landlords, and the 
equivalent of quick time events at every 
corner for Bee and her bossy friend. 

Despite how the show portrays her, 
do not think of PuppyCat as a pet. The 
dynamic Bee and PuppyCat have is akin 
to two friends as PuppyCat arrives now in 
Bee’s time of need with the two of them 
becoming close friends.

The show has a habit of not explaining 
anything, and it works since this show is 
going for a lighthearted experience. Even 
when there are stakes or larger than life 
conflict where someone is in actual peril, 
there are moments that come to relieve 
the tension. This is especially the case 
in episode 16, where a million things are 
happening at once. It is a running joke that 
things will not make sense.

The first few episodes can be described 
as meant for kids with light adult humor, 
but beyond episode 7, you notice that the 
humor itself is entirely meant for an older 
audience. The humor in this show isn’t 
forced, in fact them being the opposite. 
This is likely how the show gets away 
with its TV-PG rating. Even curse words 
are bleeped out (literally), and many of the 
organic jokes made through dialogue are 
only easy to digest with an older mindset. 

It becomes clear quickly that this show, 
mixing the vomit of colors and subtle adult 
humor, is meant for all audiences at face 
value. If you grew up watching “Adventure 
Time” or “Steven Universe,” this show fills 
in that void.

Bee and PuppyCat are the show’s main 
characters, but viewers are often flipping 
between the two of them and several other 
cast members. The passage of time here is 
all over the place, as each episode could be 
one or several weeks after the previous.

It is easy to tell that the series doesn’t 
have episodes isolated from how each side 
character has their own respective lives 
that viewers keep up with. This helps since 
the two main characters otherwise do not 
go through many real changes, and with 
season 1 following a similar blueprint 
as its predecessor, you won’t see much 
progression out of them until later in the 
series.

I would not confidently recommend 
this show to anyone, as it is not easy to 
understand could be detrimental. A new 
audience may look forward to season 
2 solely to aid in understanding the 
unelaborated elements. 

Those who previously watched the 
series are aware of certain factors, but the 
show itself is self-aware of the wackiness 
and even makes a joke about it at the end 
of season 1 through one of it’s reoccurring 
characters. Anyone willing to give this 
show time to develop, while enduring the 
wait for a second season, are more than 
welcome to give this bubbly show a go.

I would give “Bee and PuppyCat” a 
7.5 out of 10.

'Bee and Puppycat:' A beautiful mess

The Wonder Years' new LP 
'The Hum Goes on Forever'
KASPER MIELKE
COLUMNIST

The Wonder Years made a mark on 
the pop-punk scene with their release 
“The Upsides” which debuted in 2010. 
Though criminally underrated, they have 
brought out beautiful records, starting 
with “The Greatest Generation.” They are 
undoubtedly one of the most underrated 
pop-punk bands in modern times.

Since then, they have given the people 
five albums. They are well-known for their 
melancholy-sounding songs that can touch 
on some heavy topics like death and mental 
illness. It's commonplace for bands within 
the genre, but there is something about 
their take that is unique, and their newest 
release “The Hum Goes on Forever” is no 
exception.

Album Highlights
“Wyatt’s Song (Your Name)” - 8.5/10

This song puts an end to the 
stereotypical slow song about the lead 
singer and how much they love their child. 
“Wyatt’s Song” is undeniably catchy, and at 
first glance, it feels too upbeat to be a song 
about someone’s love for their children. 
However, this song is lyrically gorgeous. 

It is also beautiful how personal these 
lyrics are. For the uninitiated, the lead 
singer Dan Campbell has two children, and 
it is based on the journey Campbell has had 
with the older one.

Lyricism aside, the musicianship shows 
its good side within the song. Campbell 
punches the notes within the chorus, 
making the listener want to sing along.

“Summer Clothes” - 8/10
If anything, this is a song that calls 

back to all the beautiful moments that can 
occur even in the darkest of times. This 
track gives out a youthful glow, almost as 
if the sun itself was bursting through the 

song. The music itself is gorgeous, almost 
reminiscent of the song “Sunnyland” by 
Mayday Parade where it is longing for the 
times of innocence. 

“Laura and the Beehive” - 9/10
It is time for the tear-jerker of the 

album. This is about the death of a loved 
one. At the beginning of the song, the 
lyrical content is seemingly optimistic, 
thinking back to a time when said loved 
one saved the narrator’s life. Be warned of 
the chorus, since it becomes evident that 
this loved one passed away. 

The song is reminiscent of a church 
hymn, and it is fitting since it provides a 
religious experience. If one had to listen to 
only one song from the record, it would be 
this one. 

Musically, it might not seem that 
complicated. At the end of the day, that 
is what makes the emotions pull through 
completely. 

Overview - 8.5/10
This is one of the top pop-punk albums 

of the year so far, with no exceptions. 
Coming toward the end of the year, it is 
going to be hard to top it. Just like the title, 
the hum of this record will go on forever.
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The Eagles claim victory in annual 
“Battle of I-94” against the Broncos
DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
football team brought home another victory 
against Western Michigan University on 
Saturday, Oct. 8, inside Waldo Stadium. 
The annual “Battle for I-94” records the 
fourth-straight win over Western Michigan 
for the Eagles. 

The Eagles used dominant performances 
on both sides of the ball to defeat Western 
Michigan, 45-23.  

EMU immediately took a 7-0 lead over 
the Broncos scoring the first points, as 
senior running back Samson Evans found 
the endzone early in the second quarter on 
a two-yard run. 

Senior wide receiver Dylan Drummond 
notched his first touchdown reception of 
the season with 5:52 on the clock during 

the first quarter. This kept the team ahead 
of the Broncos with 14-0 lead. 

Eastern Michigan would score again 
with 14:23 left in the second quarter by 
adding a touchdown. The Broncos were 
able to close the gap to 21-7, but the Eagles 
scored again to go on top 28-7. 

With 0.29 seconds left in the second 
quarter, the Eagles increased their 
advantage with a new score of 35-7. By 
the fourth quarter, the Broncos tallied 
six points before EMU responded with a 
touchdown extending the score to 42-13. 
Western would add one more score to finish 
the battle, 45-23. 

Senior running back Samson Evans led 
all EMU rushers with 90 yards and three 
touchdowns in the first half of the game. 
Junior Jaylon Jackson put in an additional 
32 yards on the ground, averaging 5.3 yards 
per carry.

Senior Taylor Powell led EMU with 

293 yards through the air, passing for a 
career-best (tied) three touchdowns without 
throwing an interception. Powell’s most 
prolific target was junior Darrius Lassiter 
catching six passes for 104 yards and one 
score. Senior wideout Hassan Beydoun 
hauled in three balls for 57 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Defensive lineman Jose Ramirez 
wasted no time making an impact against 
the Broncos. Ramirez led EMU’s defensive 
effort, tallying four sacks, six tackles, 4.0 
TFL and one forced fumble. Ramirez’s four 
sacks set a new school record of total sacks 
in one game. 

Senior Jordan Crawford was able to 
make 0.5 sacks and TFL, and one recovered 
fumble.

Next Saturday, the Eagles will return 
home to face Northern Illinois University. 
That matchup is set to kickoff at 3:30 p.m. 
and will be streamed on ESPN+.

AMINAH YESUF
SPORTS REPORTER

The Mid-American Conference 
matchup between the Eastern Michigan 
University women’s soccer team and Ohio 
University ended with the Bobcats taking a 
late lead with 1:13 remaining on the clock 
on Sunday, Oct. 2, at Scicluna Field in 
Ypsilanti. 

The Eagles were first to put a score 
on the board in the five-goal contest with 
sophomore midfielder Maddie O'Farrell 
knocking home a shot at 8:35. 

Ohio scored at 20:35 as Berg scored the 
first goal. Ohio’s Regan Berg took control 
of the ball and carried it down the left 
flank before cutting into the area. As she 
approached the six-yard box, she shot slow 
and slotted the ball past Eastern's keeper, to 
tie at 1-1. 

Ohio would claim their first lead of the 
day as Berg struck again at 52:04 early into 
the second half. Abby Townsend played a 
cross into the box where Berg could move 

past the defense and head home the pass for 
a 2-1 score.

The Eagles continued to push forward 
after losing the lead which led to a tie at 
74:06. Freshman Arielle Fink worked her 
way open in the penalty box and ripped a 
shot toward the back post from the right 
wing only to see the shot clear the keeper's 
hands, but bounce off of the left post. The 
ball, however, fell directly to O'Farrell, 
who quickly blasted the ball into the net to 
complete her brace. 

Both teams continued to push and work 
for a winning goal, and the Bobcats did just 
that with under two minutes on the board 
with Berg scoring the last goal at 88:47, 
completing her hat trick to give Ohio 
University the 3-2 win. 

This loss marks the Eagles’ first-time 
losing in 2022 after scoring the first goal 
in the game. Eastern continues to top its 
offensive numbers from one year ago as 
it has tallied 15 goals, 12 assists, and 42 
points through 11 matches after being 
limited to 13 goals, eight assists, and 34 

points in 2021. 
With her goals, O'Farrell is now the 

team leader in goals (4), assists (3), and 
points (11) and is the first player to score 
double-digit points in a season since 
Sabrina McNeill finished with 15 points on 
seven goals and one assist in 2020. 

O'Farrell recorded the first multiple-
goal match of her career and joined 
sophomore Megan Lukowski as the lone 
Eagles to record a brace this year after 
Lukowski found the net twice at Illinois 
State University on Aug. 21, 2022. The four 
points O'Farrell recorded is also a career-
high, surpassing the three points (one goal 
and one assist) she recorded at Illinois State 
earlier this year.

The Eagles return home on Thursday, 
Oct. 6, with the Kent State University 
Golden Flashes coming to town. The MAC 
matchup is scheduled to start at 4 p.m. at 
Scicluna Field.

Following that, the Eagles will host the 
University at Buffalo on Sunday, Oct. 9, at 
Scicluna Field, scheduled to start at 1 p.m.

EMU women’s soccer falls to Ohio

HISTORICAL HELEN | BY BRIE BEASLEY

EMU volleyball’s 
Raeven Chase 
sets career high
AMINAH YESUF
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women's volleyball team hosted Ohio 
University inside the George Gervin Game 
Above Center on Friday, Oct. 7. 

The Bobcats led the whole first set 
as the Eagles fell behind and couldn’t 
overcome, ending the set 25-23 in favor of 
the Bobcats. 

In the second set, the Eagles had a 
comeback with 21-20 in the early parts 
of the set however the Bobcats went on 
a five-point run which led to their second 
consecutive set win with a 25-21 score. 

The Eagles finally got their comeback 
with an early lead of 3-0 in the third set 
and continued the momentum to a 25-22 
set win. 

In the final set, Ohio started with an 
early lead of 7-5 and carried that to a 25-
22 set win, which also earned them a 3-1 
match win over the Eagles. 

Senior Raeven Chase led the Eagles' 
attack with 20 kills, which set a career-
high for Chase. Her previous career high 
was 19, set against Ball State University 
on Nov. 11, 2021. 24 percent of EMU's 
points against Ohio were accounted for by 
Chase.  

Samantha Basham tallied 19 kills in 
the match. Basham registered 17.5 points 
against the Bobcats, giving her 68.5 on the 
season, which is good for sixth place in the 
MAC. Basham also led the team in total 
attacks with 44 tonight, her fourth most 
this season.

Sophomore Kendall Burk had a career-
high of 44 assists which facilitated the 
eagle’s offense. Burk's big night moves her 
to assist total on the season to 134, placing 
her seventh in the MAC. 

Freshman Emma McMahon recorded 
a game-high 24 digs for the Eagles. She 

continued her season-long streak of 
double-digit digs registering 21 digs to 
bring her season total to 244.

EMU reached 50 or more kills for 
the fifth time this season with 58 in the 
matchup. Six different Eagles registered 
kills against the Bobcats, including 
double-digit stats from Basham, graduate 
student Callie Minshew, and Senior 
Chase. the Eagles notched 60 or more digs 
for the fourth time this season, reaching 
65 tonight. That total ranks as the third 
most the Eagles have recorded all season, 
as EMU grabbed 69 digs against the 
University of Louisiana, on Aug. 26, and 
Coppin State University, on Sept. 16.

Next up, the Eagles will host Kent State 
University on Saturday, Oct. 8, inside the 
George Gervin GameAbove Center. That 
matchup is scheduled to start at 4 p.m. and 
will be streamed on ESPN3. 

Following that, the Eagles will see 
Miami University on Friday, Oct. 14, and 
Saturday, Oct. 15, in Oxford Ohio inside 
Millett Hall. Friday’s matchup is scheduled 
to start at 4 p.m., while Saturday’s matchup 
will start at 5 p.m.
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 616 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard


