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The Ypsilanti Community Utilities 
Authority, the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, and the city of Ypsilanti 
announced a joint plan to improve a major 
transportation route in the city beginning late 
this year or early in 2023.

On March 21, residents of Ypsilanti might 
have noticed that Huron Street, between the 
I-94 westbound offramp and Harriet Street, 
was reduced to one lane northbound.

Ypsilanti’s decision to rebuild the road 
came after a 2011 study that reported speed 
limit increases in the area. From the study, 
MDOT and the Michigan State Police 
Department concluded that to decrease speed 
limits, the road needed a redesign.

The checklist for the project began in 
2014 and despite unanimous support from 
the City Council in 2015, the project stalled.

In February 2018, the project was revived 
and the council reaffirmed its support for the 
project. This led MDOT to conduct a road 
safety audit within M-17, between Summit 
and I-94 in Ypsilanti. 

In the following year, the council added 
a clause in the proposal to remove a lane for 
three major roads: Hamilton, Huron, and 
Washtenaw. This addition would turn these 
three-lane roads into two-lane roads. Later, 
the proposal was amended again to include 
two intersections, Cross and Huron and 
Washtenaw and Hamilton.

As a result of public feedback on 
the proposal in December 2019, MDOT 
expanded the project from its initial 
proposal and offered to look at changes at 
the Washtenaw and Hamilton intersection 
and the Cross and Huron intersection, which 
also created additional safety changes for the  
bike lanes.

Ypsilanti
road 
project 
targets 
safety
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AND MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

Eastern Michigan University’s student 
body president, vice president, and senate 
candidates offered the Echo insight into their 
plans for the upcoming 2022-23 school year. 

The EMU 2022-23 Student Government 
elections were held online from Wednesday, 

March 30, to Thursday, March 31.
There were 15 candidates for the Student 

Senate’s 16 open seats, and one ticket 
running for student body president and vice 
president. 

Auryon Azar and Cedrick Charles
Auryon Azar and Cedrick Charles ran for 

student body president and vice president. 
“I am the proud, Black son of two Haitian 

immigrants,” Charles said.
“I’m studying political science and 

economics because I believe policy has 
the power to better people’s lives, create 
belonging, and build a world founded on 
our shared values,” Charles said. “In the past 
year, I had the profound honor of serving as 
the Speaker of the Senate of EMU student 
government–and now I’m running for VP to 
continue the work I’ve done at a new level, 
and I can’t wait to do that alongside Auryon.” 

Rana Aabed
Rana Aabed is a sophomore majoring 

in psychology at EMU who ran for Student 

Senate. Aabed is looking to give power back 
to EMU students and advocate for a diverse 
environment on campus while bringing 
communities together. 

“I am running for student government 
in hopes of enhancing student voices on 
campus,” Aabed said. “Advocating for 
students and their wants is my main goal if 
I am to be elected. In addition, I would love 
to facilitate more events that can encourage 
multicultural diversity for our students to 
become aware of other cultures. I would also 

hope to increase student-faculty relationships 
to make our separate communities more 
close-knit.”

Jessi Kwek 
Jessi Kwek currently serves on the 

Student Senate, is a part of many initiatives 
SEEon campus, and is looking forward to 
new projects, including with Swoop’s Food 
Pantry. 

“I've been fortunate enough to be a part 

Student leaders share plans for 2022-23

MARIE WHITE
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The “12 at 22” exhibit at the 22 North 
Gallery in Ypsilanti is showcasing Eastern 
Michigan University MFA and MA graduate 
candidates' artworks through April 23. 

“12 at 22” showcases 24 pieces of art 
created by 12 graduate candidates at EMU 
who were selected for the gallery. Each 
candidate was asked to submit three to five 
pieces of work and two works were chosen 
from that pool. 

Sandra Murchison, the director of art 
and design at EMU, and Nan Plummer, the 
22 North Gallery director, curated the show 
with the selected pieces, having cohesion and 
variety in mind. 

There are a lot of concentrations in the 
exhibit, including photography, graphic 
design, painting, printmaking, and sculpture. 
Each artist brings their own unique style 
forward, using many mediums like fibers, 
wood, collage, watercolor, steel, graphite, 
digital prints, and more. 

“The university and many of the staff 
have a connection to the community and local 
spaces, and the gallery itself seeks to provide 
exhibition space, exposure, and collaboration 
to emerging artists,” Beth Blackford, a MFA 
candidate in graphic design at EMU, said in 
a written statement.

An exhibition opportunity isn't always 
available, but EMU’s graduate art program 
strives for professional practices. They give 
students the opportunity to prepare artist 

statements, deliver “hang ready” work, 
and complete applications. An opportunity 
like the exhibit with 22 North Gallery is a 
valuable resource for students. 

“This exhibit was a wonderful opportunity 
not only to display our work but also to better 
understand the steps that go into curating and 
setting up a show,” Blackford said. “22 North 
allowed us to be a part of the process and 
utilize their beautiful space.” 

This EMU program gave students a 
chance not only to showcase recent works 
but to actively participate in organizing 
and setting up the show. All MFA and MA 
candidates were invited to apply, and all are 
participating in the exhibit. 

Those interested in the exhibit can find 
more information on 22north.org.

Exhibit showcases 24 works
by EMU graduate candidates 

AREENA BASMADJIAN
NEWS REPORTER

More than five weeks after Russia 
invaded Ukraine, the U.S. continued 
this week to lend support to Ukraine and 
stressed the importance of international 
cooperation to repel Russian aggression 
amid several key events Friday, April 1. 

Casualties have been reported on both 
sides since the Ukraine-Russia war started 
Feb. 24, after Putin announced Russia’s 
plan to launch strategic missile strikes that 
would target multiple key cities in Ukraine. 

Renewed efforts to evacuate residents of 
Mariupol, a city in southeast Ukraine close 
to the Russian border and the separatist-
controlled area, are underway with the help 
of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross after a failed attempt Friday. 

On Friday afternoon, the U.S. 
Department of Defense announced a $300 
million military aid package for Ukraine 
through the Ukraine Security Assitance 
Initiative (USAI). The package includes 
drones, counter-drone systems, armored 
vehicles, machine guns, and medical 
supplies to assist Ukraine in its fight 
against Russia. 

“The United States will continue 
to utilize all available tools to support 
Ukraine’s Armed Forces in the face of 
Russian aggression,” Pentagon Press 
Secretary John F. Kirby said in the 
announcement. 

In addition to this announcement, the 
U.S. has also recently released a joint 
statement with the European Union, in 
which they condemn the actions of the 
Russian government against Ukraine, call 
out the Belarus government for enabling 
Russian forces, and reiterate their joint 
efforts to implement sanctions on Russia. 

Shortly after these statements were 
released, the Russian Federation accused 
Ukraine of allegedly escalating the war 
after a fuel depot in Belgorod, Russia, was 
hit. This marks the first attack on Russian 

US OKs
$300M  
in aid for 
Ukraine

DOWNTOWN YPSILANTI GALLERY 22 NORTH, WHICH TAKES ITS NAME FROM ITS 
ADDRESS ON NORTH HURON STREET, IS HOSTING AN EXHIBIT CALLED ‘12 AT 22” 
FEATURING WORKS BY EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE STUDENTS.

‘Spelling Bee’

EMU Theatre members opened the final show of the season Friday, and began preps 
for a second weekend of performances. The musical production, “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee,” is on stage in the Legacy Theatre in the Judy Sturgis Hill Building 
on campus.

“ Spelling Bee” follows the story of six young contestants and three adults who are 
attempting to run the show. The production won a 2005 Tony Award for Best Book of a 
Musical.

Tickets are $18 for regular admission, $14 for those 60 and older, and $12 for EMU 
students and MAINSTAGE patrons.

PHOTO: CAROLINE MURREL

SEE GOVERNMENT, PAGE 2

SEE UKRAINE, PAGE 2 SEE ROADS, PAGE 2

EMU ACTORS REHEARSE FOR THE OPENING OF “THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE,” WHICH CONTINUES  
THIS WEEKEND, APRIL 8-10, IN THE LEGACY THEATRE IN THE JUDY STURGIS HILL BUILDING.

PHOTOS: CAROLINE MURREL

Show preps for 2nd weekend
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The EMU Japanese Student Association 
hosted a Japanese festival at Bowen Field 
House on Saturday, bringing Japanese 
culture to EMU’s campus with performances 
such as Kendo and Judo demonstrations, 
activities including origami and calligraphy, 
and popular Japanese dishes and snacks 
often served at festivals. 

The goal of the festival was to spread 
awareness of Japanese culture and to provide 
an opportunity for students interested in 
Japan to get engaged again, JSA President 
Joanne Martinez explained. 

“It’s been hard for a lot of students to 
be more engaged and learn about Japanese 
culture,” Martinez said. “And that’s part of 
the experience of taking Japanese classes. 
Japanese classes [have been] online since 
COVID, so this is a way to help them get 
engaged again and to spark their interest 
again in Japanese culture.” 

Popular Japanese festival foods were 
served free of charge, including takoyaki, 
or fried octopus balls, yakitori, a type of 
skewered chicken, and yakisoba noodles, 
which are thin noodles stir-fried with 
cabbage, carrots, ginger, and beef, chicken 
or pork.

Origami, calligraphy, and DIY onigiri 
(rice balls), were some of the activities 
featured, offering festival-goers the 
opportunity to try different aspects of 
traditional Japanese culture with hands-on 
experiences. 

These hands-on experiences are a core 
part of JSA’s mission to bring Japanese 
culture alive for the EMU community. 

“It’s really interesting to kind of live a 
mini part of [Japanese culture], rather than 
just learning about it,” JSA Secretary Tobias 
Bracken said. 

On top of the free food and activities, 
five performances took place, offering a look 
into both traditional and modern Japanese 
culture. 

The Sakura Japanese Instrumental 
Group, a Michigan-based group that 
performs traditional Japanese music, 

was first to perform. Using a variety of 
instruments traditional to Japan such as taiko 
drums, bamboo flutes, and a koto, the group 
performed a beautiful series of traditional 
Japanese songs. 

Audience members were then invited 
to participate in a Bon Odori dance, a 
traditional Japanese folk dance that was 
originally performed to welcome the spirits 
of ancestors. 

Although Bon Odori has lost much of its 
religious significance, it is a popular staple of 
Obon, a festival held in the summer in Japan 
where people appreciate their ancestors by 
returning to their hometowns.

A Kendo demonstration followed, 
performed by the EMU Kendo Club, 
showcasing the modern Japanese martial art 
that descended from the samurai methods of 
sword fighting. 

Kendo was developed as a way to train 
with realistic combat without the risk of 
using real weapons. 

The group, clad in the traditional armor of 
Kendo, showed off a number of techniques 
and invited audience members to join them 
at the end, offering them a quick lesson on 
Kendo fundamentals.

Japanese pop culture was also showcased 
at the festival, with a performance by the 
ChiRi Girls, a Grand Rapids-based J-Pop 
cover group. The duo performed covers of 
iconic J-Pop songs like Suki and Tapioca 
Milk Tea

Finally, the festival closed out with a 
Judo demonstration, showcasing the skills 
and technique behind why Judo is called “the 
gentle way.” Judo is an unarmed martial art, 
and similar to Kendo, was developed to give 
students an opportunity to practice combat 
without the risk of injury or death. 

Judo relies on upsetting the balance of 
your opponent, providing techniques for 
lifting and throwing them to the ground, 
where choke holds or joint locks are then 
applied to pin and control your opponent. 

All EMU students are welcome to 
participate in JSA events and some are open 
to the public.

 For more information on JSA, email JSA 
President Joanne Martinez at jmart152@
emich.edu.
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These ideas by MDOT were presented to 
the public at an open house at the Ypsilanti 
City Hall in August 2021. 

The lane reduction is expected to begin 
in either late 2022 or 2023 in coordination 
with MDOT’s scheduled maintenance 
project, which is planned to follow YCUA's 
proposed water main and service line repairs/
replacements.

Those interested in Ypsilanti road 
renovation updates can go to the city of 
Ypsilanti's website for more information. 

soil since the conflict began in late February. 
However, despite the Kremlin’s claims 

that this attack was done by the Ukrainian 
armed forces, Ukrainian officials have yet 
to confirm or deny this attack. The outcry 
against this attack in Russia was prominent 
as Russian officials claim that the oil terminal 
has no relation to the Russian armed forces. 

After the fuel depot attack in Belgorod, 
the Ukrainian government did take notice of 

reports of Russia’s expansion for their spring 
military draft campaign. 

“We note, that against the background of 
the ongoing war with Ukraine, Russia has 
increased the number of people who will 
be drafted within the spring conscription 
campaign,” the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Ukraine said in a recent statement. 

“We stress that the international 
humanitarian law prohibits forcing of 

protected persons to serve in the armed or 
auxiliary forces of the Occupying Power,” 
the MFA of Ukraine said. “It is also forbidden 
to exercise pressure and propagate in favor of 
voluntary military recruitment.”

Peace talks will continue throughout the 
next week with the discussions between 
Russia and Ukraine continuing to be held in 
Turkey. 

Head of the Servant of the People faction 

and Head of the Ukrainian delegation, David 
Arakhamia, announced March 29 that the 
Ukrainian party has produced an outline of 
its proposals for the peace talks. 

“Today we came up with an official 
proposal for a new system of security 
guarantees for Ukraine,“ Arakhamia said. 
“We want it to be a working international 
mechanism of concrete security guarantees 
for Ukraine.”

Ukraine: Leaders seek guarantees

of initiatives like expanding the student emergency fund and 
working to raise the minimum wage on campus,” Kwek said. 
“However, a project that I'm most excited about is increasing 
funding for Swoop’s Food Pantry's Flex bank, which is 
making good progress. I intend to continue that work if I'm 
elected to serve on Student Senate again next year. I feel 
that my time on the Senate has allowed me to connect with 
students and organizations differently and that I have been 
able to use my position to implement policies that would 
support their needs. I hope to be lucky enough to be granted 
the opportunity to continue this work.”

Adriana Henriquez Mora
Adriana Henriquez Mora serves as a Student Senator 

and wants to continue contributing to the efforts made by 
the student government, including increasing LGBTQ+ 
resources, student financial support, and campus safety.

“I am a Latina immigrant who hopes to bring a unique 
perspective to Student Government,” Henriquez Mora said. 
“I have seen what the Student Government is capable of, 
with stuff like the student emergency fund and moving in the 
refugees, and I have been humbly inspired by it. I am eager 
to continue these efforts. Specific ideas I would like to focus 
on include: increasing resources for students that identify as 
LGBT+, advocating for campus safety and women’s rights, 
and establishing more funds to give students financial support. 
As a person who highly values empathy and kindness, I have 
always had a passion for advocacy. I am excited to continue 
serving in Senate.”

Lauren Silvia 
Lauren Silvia ran for Student Senate re-election to 

continue to work on EMU students’ benefits, including 
higher wages for student workers.“I'm re-running for election 
because I want to continue my work this year on the Student 
Services committee to help students access resources,” Silvia 
said. 

“Student Senate is an amazing opportunity to amplify 
student voices. If I am elected, I hope to work more with 
other senators to create changes that mean something to 
students, such as advocating for higher wages.”

Luke Stifter
Luke Stifter ran for the EMU Student Senate to help 

students feel heard, to work toward a safe campus, and to 

bring jobs back to campus.
“Often, students' voices are ignored, and by being on the 

senate, I have a good chance at helping people’s concerns 
get recognized by the university,” Stifter said. “If elected, my 
main goal is to make sure Eastern’s campus is welcoming 
and safe for everyone, but I also want to start a campaign 
towards getting the rest of the restaurants opened back up in 
the student center. Not only would this create many new jobs, 
but there would also be more options for students to use their 
meal swipes.” 

Cole DuVall
Cole DuVall ran for Student Senate to carry out goals 

oriented toward STEM-based education. 
“I want to get the biology, chemistry, and physics labs new 

equipment, including Sharpies, LabQuests, and pipettes,” 
DuVall said. 

DuVall also hopes to allocate funding for students on the 
Papercut system, a print management system.

“STEM classes are typically handout intensive, so 
poor biology majors tend to run out of credit long before 
the semester is over,” said DuVall. “If I cannot establish a 
campus-wide raise of Papercut funds, I would like to have 
certain classes give students more Papercut money or have 
a public printer in every residence hall by the end of my 
term. While it would be difficult to convince the school to 
buy brand new printers, I believe it is possible to convince 
them to allow public access (or at least access with special 
permission) to the RA printers.”

Sean McCormick
Once elected to the Student Senate, Sean McCormick has 

many plans from sustainability to debt relief and disability 
awareness initiatives.

“If I get elected, I plan to increase sustainability efforts on 
campus, advocate for programs that reduce the debt students 
owe on their bills, advocate for underpaid and overworked 
graduate students,” McCormick said. “In addition, to organize 
and push for more resources for CAPS and other programs 
that promote disability awareness, and be a supportive voice 
for the needs of trans students and other LGBTQ+ students. 
I also strongly support the efforts of End Title 42, EMU4 
Ukraine, and other groups that advocate for issues affecting 
our world right now!”

Mental health and student government engagement is also 

a priority to McCormick. 
“As someone who has struggled with their mental health 

over the last few years, I hope to be an advocate for students,” 
McCormick said. “Whether they are struggling to make 
friends or staying on top of their priorities, I hope to provide 
more programs and a safety net for people to feel included at 
EMU and afford to. Additionally, I hope to get others more 
excited in engaging with EMU Student Government and on-
campus programs!”

Syed Wasiuddin
Syed Wasiuddin’s plans once elected to Student Senate 

include mental health awareness, improvements to printing 
and transportation, and more diversity efforts. 

“With the alleviating pandemic and the ever-changing 
conditions for EMU students, it is vital that we come up with 
a game plan,” Wasiuddin said. “As a STEM student, who has 
experienced two years of college life at EMU, I understand 
the problems that students face... Once in the Senate, I 
hope to offer realistic goals: more mental health awareness, 
accessible printing, better transportation options, as well as, 
more diversity and inclusion initiatives.”

Hamzah Dajani
Hamzah Dajani, an international student and freshman at 

EMU, ran for reelection on Student Senate. Dajani plans to 
make the everyday lives of students better and to improve 
EMU’s student organizations and facilities. 

“I am a Jordanian international Freshman that has been 
in student government for a year now,” Dajani said. “In my 
year on the senate, I have achieved feats such as, improving 
printing conditions, funding multiple student organizations 
and working to better countless facilities within Eastern 
such as Swoop's Food Pantry. Although these are great 
achievements, I do not plan to stop here. I, just like most of 
the student body, eat at the Commons everyday, study in the 
library and student center and live within the campus dorms, 
and so, I will continue to work to make the everyday life of 
the student better, whether it be through small or big changes, 
because I get the opportunity to see these opportunities of 
improvement everyday.” 

Students running for Senate who were unavailable for 
a quote at the time of publishing are: Nicholas Yee; Sonya 
Liggins; Eva Long; Kaylen Dutt; Louise Engohang; and 
Joshua Gallatin.

Government: Candidates seek changes

Festival highlights Japanese culture

MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women's tennis team traveled to Kalamazoo, 
MI on March 25 for a matchup against 
Western Michigan. A hard-fought battle 
from both teams concluded in a 3-4 win for 
the Broncos over the Eagles.

EMU did not secure any double points, 
losing both the No. 1 and No. 3 matches 
while No. 2 was unable to be finished.

The first to put points on the board for 
the Eagles was freshman Prerena Vichare, 
who participated in the singles No. 2 spot 
winning sets 6-3, 6-2. Redshirt sophomore 
Emma-Lou-Pommiers was the next to score, 
beating out her opponent 7-6 (4), 6-0, at the 
No. 6 spot. Redshirt senior Vasari Ganesan 
was the final eagle to score outlasting their 
opponent No. 5, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3.

The Eagles fell short of the win against 
the MAC opponents, now sitting at an 
overall record of 9-11 and 0-2 in Mid-
American Conference matchups.

Next, the Eagles travel to Ohio for a 
doubleheader against Bowling Green at 1 
p.m. Afterward, EMU will face-off against 
Lourdes University at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 27. Concluding their road trip, the 
Eagles return to the Chippewa Club for 
matches against Ball State and Wayne State 
University on Friday, Apr. 1.

For more information on the Eastern 
Michigan University tennis team, visit 
EMUEagles.com.

sportssports

AT TOP, THE EMU KENDO CLUB INVITES 
AUDIENCE MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN A DEMONSTRATION AT JSA’S 2022 
FESTIVAL HELD SATURDAY, APRIL 2, AT 
BOWEN FIELDHOUSE.
ABOVE, BASKETS OF JAPANESE 
SNACKS AWAIT THE WINNERS OF A 
FESTIVAL RAFFLE.
AT LEFT, CHIRI GIRLS, A GRAND 
RAPIDS-BASED J-POP COVER DUO, 
PERFORM ICONIC J-POP SONGS.

Eagles tennis 
marks loss 
to Broncos 

Road: Project 
includes upgrades 
to bike lanes

ADVERTISE WITH US: Email advisor@easternecho.com
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On April 2, Eastern Michigan University’s 
women’s rowing team hosted the Eagles Unite 
regatta against Michigan State University’s crew on 
Ford Lake in Ypsilanti. 

The last time the two squads met was Oct. 16, 
at the Head of the Grand regatta in East Lansing, 
competing on the Grand River.

The Eagles 2V8 completed a strong race against 
MSU, finishing only 0.04 seconds behind the 
Spartan’s 2V8 boat.

Each race was 2,000 meters long. The first match 
of the day consisted of the novice 8’s. Coming in first 
was MSU’s N8 A at 7:49.9. The Spartan’s N8 B boat 
followed with a time of 8:01.6, and EMU’s N8 came 
in third at 9:17.9.

The Eagles N8 line up consisted of Carly 
Summers, Sydney Sheridan, Libbey Lloyd, Megan 
Fowler, Zoe Davis, Kara Bishop, Elon English, and 
Eliana Howes with Kat Childs as the coxswain.

Next up was the 3V8 race. MSU’s 3V8 finished 

the race in 7:43.82. The Eagles 3V8 crossed the 
finish line with a time of 8:33.71.

EMU’s 3V8 line up had Kaialani Knox, Emily 
Gandy, Emma Wyss, Claire McCurley, Anna 
Eschenburg, Maia Balderson, Kelly Truitt, and 
Kaycee Johnson with Erin Corbley coxing the boat.

The 2V8 race was the closest match up of the 
day, with the two boats competing neck and neck the 
entire 2,000 meters. MSU came in first at 7:29.56, 
and EMU right after at 7:29.60.

The Eagles 2V8 line up consisted of Priscilla 
Brom, Olivia Hansen, Alexis Kettler, Ariel Sutton, 
Lily Wilhelm, Jessica LaRoy, Claire Greenfelder, 
and Arden Schirru with Olivia Bray as the coxswain.

Next was the 1V4 race. MSU dominated with 
the 1V4 A boat coming in at 8:16.42 and the 1V4 B 

boat crossing the finish line at 8:35.57. The Eagles 
finished the race in 8:54.72.

EMU’s 1V4 lineup had Brianna Gracey, Lindsay 
Rock, Kristen Ford, Alexandria Parsons with 
Alexandra Walsh coxing the boat.

Lastly, it was the 1V8 boats turn to battle. MSU’s 
1V8 crossed the finish line first at 7:09.66, and 
EMU’s 1V8 followed at 7:26.4.

The Eagles 1V8 lineup consisted of Brynne 
Harder, Chloe Hinojosa, Emma Boersen, Abbey 
Simpson, Caitlin Rodanhisler, Carly Szymanski, 
Reagan Fazekas, and Mary Hemgesberg with Abby 
Goodwin as the coxswain.

On April 9, the Eagles travel to Newton, 
Massachussets to race against Boston College on 
Charles River.
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Rebecca Scherm’s second novel, “A House Between 
Earth and the Moon,” follows residents of Parallaxis I, a 
luxury space station owned by tech conglomerate Sensus, 
designed for the ultra-wealthy as a means to escape the 
disastrous state of the earth.

In 2033, wildfires have engulfed half of the country, 
reducing entire cities to ash; “heat blocks” hang in the air, 
trap people, and cook them alive; tsunamis have drowned 
the coast in mud.

 The Son Sisters, Sensus’ creators, have hired a 
team of Pioneers (scientists and astronauts) to conduct 
environmental research and maintain the station with the 
promise that their families will come to live in space with 
them when it is finished. 

Alex Welch-Peters has spent the last 20 years 

manipulating super 
algae in the hopes of 
purifying the earth’s air 
and reversing the damage 
“of his species.” Hired 
by Sensus to continue his 
research on Parallaxis I, 
Alex leaves Michigan 
as well as his family—
estranged wife, Meg, 
daughter, Mary Agnes 
and son, Shane—with the 
hope that he will save the 
world. 

On Earth, Tess, a 
social algorithm researcher, is hired to work on Views, 
a project by Sensus that hopes to predict and manipulate 
human behavior. She becomes attached to her unknowing 

subjects, the Pioneers, living vicariously through them as 
she ignores her own family and life. Katherine Son—the 
mastermind behind Sensus—assigns Tess to secretly 
watch her sister, Rachel Son, the face and voice of the 
company. As the state of the earth reaches a breaking 
point, Katherine sends Rachel up to Parallaxis I with a 
mission: sell it to their investors or do not come back 
down. 

“A House Between Earth and the Moon” is an 
ambitious book. Scherm not only tackles climate change 
and big tech but also cyberbullying, privatization, space 
tourism, and surveillance. Despite the focus on the 
climate crisis, the heart of this book is about privacy; 
in the future, the supreme court rules that privacy is a 
“commodity, and therefore, not a right,” leaving citizens 
in the hands of big tech companies. 

Scherm imagines a chilling reality of people knowing 
everything about you with instantaneous access, as only 

the rich can afford to “privatize” themselves. 
It is also only the rich who can afford to save 

themselves from the devastation of the earth; tens of 
thousands of people die every day from everyday world 
disasters they can not flee from. Although it is set in the 
future, this is an all too real reality for today’s world. 

I was hesitant to read this at first because of the 
daunting “science stuff,” however, Scherm’s writing is 
accessible and the structure of the novel itself was precise. 

Even with the large cast of characters, everyone felt 
developed enough that I maintained an interest in them 
until the end. The ending left much to be desired, though, 
as there were a few loose threads that did not get resolved.  

“A House Between Earth and the Moon” by Rebecca 
Scherm is a disturbing look at what our future holds for 
us if we do not take action now.

I would recommend this novel and give it a 3 out of 
5 stars.  

MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

The latest Marvel movie tried to give an 
introduction to a new antihero, but sadly, 
“Morbius" fell flat on its face. 

For a movie that has been delayed six 
times over the past two years, I was hoping 
for something great, but ended up getting 
something lackluster.

Synopsis
Dr. Michael Morbius has a rare blood 

condition with no cure. When trying to save 
himself and others with this illness, he finds 
one. 

However, it goes terribly wrong, and he 
instead gives himself vampiric powers. 

The film stars Jared Leto as Dr. Michael 
Morbius and Matt Smith as Loxias Crown.

What I loved 
I really enjoyed the CGI used for 

Morbius’s vampire face. I thought it was 
super detailed and looked very real, which 
was visually great on screen. At points, it 
was downright scary when he bared his teeth 
and his face shriveled in on itself, making 
some scenes very captivating.

The fight scenes were amazing, as 
Morbius uses a kind of echolocation where 
you get to see vibrations in the air that almost 
look like smoke in different colors. The fights 
are slow-motion in parts and it reminds me 
of older superhero shows and comics, which 
I love.

What I  
didn't love
I can't put my 

finger on what 
exactly bored me 
about this movie, 
but for the first 45 
minutes of I was 
barely interested. 
I felt like I was 
getting so much 
information about 
how this is possible 
(scientifically), and 
just a lot of scenes 
that felt unneeded 
for the plot. The 
beginning of the 
movie was a five-
minute introduction 
set in Costa Rica 
where there were barely five lines of dialogue 
spoken at all. I completely understand setting 
up a movie and a character, especially this 
being Morbius's intro film, but either make 
the movie longer or compact the information 
into easier to understand scenes.

There was also an over-sexualization of 
the characters in the film. I think the best 
example is when Morbius goes through this 
transformation and kills people (which we 
see in the trailer), he then just stands there 
and gawks at his glimmering new body. 

I get that he was sick and now he’s not, 
but it didn't need to be a slow-motion scene 

of him sizing up his new hot bod (shirtless I 
might add). We hear enough throughout this 
entire film about how alive Morbius feels, 
so we don't need to be reminded every five 
minutes by seeing his new body.

Verdict 
Overall, I just felt like they truly could 

have made this movie great and it’s simply 
so-so. I really wanted to like this movie, but 
went in with my expectations lowered and 
I’m glad I did. If you like very long-winded 
scientific explanations of superhuman 
powers with some cool fight scenes sprinkled 
in, then I recommend seeing this movie. 

I give "Morbius" a 3 out of 5.

AARON HUGHES
COLUMNIST

March 25, featured many exciting 
albums, singles, and features that will be in 
my musical rotation for a long time. Last 
Friday was filled with so much remarkable 
music that it felt wrong to focus on any 
one album or artist. Here are the top music 
releases you might have missed.

Latto: "777"
Latto may have had the biggest release 

out of this entire list with her album “777." 
The first project under her new moniker, 
Latto plans to reintroduce herself with a 
“clean slate." 

This LP assembles amazing features 
and collaborations from artists like Childish 
Gambino, 21 Savage, and more. This high-
energy album is currently the high point 
of Latto’s discography and the artist has 
obvious intentions of building off of this 
momentum.

 
Machine Gun Kelly:  
"Mainstream Sellout" 
While controversial, there is no denying 

the fact that Machine Gun Kelly (MGK) 
is a well-known name. His newest album 
title not only displays self-awareness, but 
acceptance of his new role as a sellout. MGK 
continues to attempt to take punk rock head-
on with this album, but there is a reason he 
was a “rapper” before he tried being a rock-
star. Numbers wise this album will sell,  
but quality wise there's too much room for 
growth. 

The biggest highlight of MGK’s album 
is the heavy amount of features or star 
appearances from names such as Travis 
Barker, Gunna, Young Thugm, Willow, and 
Lil Wayne.

Buddy: "Superghetto" 
As Buddy becomes a more familiar name 

for listeners, the music industry has already 
acknowledged his talent. “Superghetto” is 
the first album that the Californian rapper has 
released in five years. Highlighted by songs 
like “Wait Too Long (feat. Blxst)," “Happy 
Hour (feat. T-pain)," and “Hoochie Mama,” 
this album is filled with jazzy, soulful rhythm 
and blues vibes.

Kilo Kish: "American Gurl"
Many hip-hop fans unknowingly listen 

to this electronic singer from her mountain 
of features from artists like A$AP Rocky, 
Vince Staples, and more. However, this 
time the singer takes her own talent to the 
limelight with this “American Gurl” album. 
A futuristic sound constructed by synths 
and quality production leads to a far from 
disappointing album by the electronic artist.

Denzel Curry: "Melt My Eyez See 
Your Future"
One of the most highly anticipated 

releases of 2022 has finally come with the 
release of “Melt My Eyez See Your Future." 
When comparing this album to his earlier 
work, there is an observable and almost 
palpable display of his growth as an artist 
and rapper. Though his Floridian intensity is 
still present, the wordplay, flow, and cadence 
have all taken a step up. Not only is Denzel 
in his prime, but the other artists such as 454, 
Thundercat, Rico Nasty, T-Pain, and many 
others play a pivotal part in this stellar LP.

Friday also included releases from great 
artists like Koffee, Maren Morris, Wallows, 
Ibibio Sound Machine, NIGO, and more. It's 
been an amazing weekend for music, filled 
with tracks that will play a part in creating 
a great year. 

‘Morbius’ 
falls short  
of the hype

Review: Releases 
sure to fill play list

sportssports

MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

Ella Chemotti earned an individual invitation to the NCAA 
Regional Championships March 30 - April 2, hosted by Oklahoma 
University at the Lloyd Noble Center. 

Chemotti competed on beam Thursday, March 31. 
Chemotti is the first freshman to individually qualify for regionals 

since 2010, when Kaylyn Millick qualified for all-around.  
After learning about Chemotti’s invitation, head coach Katie 

Minasola expressed her excitement for Chemotti in a conference with 
EMU Athletics. 

"So excited for Ella to compete at Oklahoma. It is a great venue 
to compete in and the experience will be awesome,“ said coach 
Minasola.

Chemotti led the conference on beam, scoring 9.900 or better three 
times this season according to EMU Athletics. Currently, Chemotti is 
tied for second-all time on beam after scoring a 9.950 on Jan. 28. 
Chemotti was also named MAC Freshman of the Year and bars 
champion, earning All-MAC First Team and MAC All-Tournament 
Team honors. 

In order to advance to the National Championship meet, Chemotti 
needed to place as one of the top-two scoring gymnasts on beam. 
Chemotti tied for second place after her performance on Thursday 
with a score of 9.900. In an article published by Eastern Michigan 
Athletics, Head Coach Katie Minasola expressed the historical 
importance of Chemotti’s performance.

"I am extremely proud of Ella. Coming into the regional 
championships as an individual is difficult and then she rocked a 
beam routine. I can't wait for more big things from Ella,“ said coach 
Minasola.

Visit EMUEagles.com to learn more about Eastern Michigan’s 
gymnastics program. Also, be sure to follow the team on Twitter @
EMUGym and Instagram @emugym.

EMU gymnast 
earns invite
to regionals

EMU rowers 
finish close, 
but behind 
the Spartans

Review: Novel tackles climate change
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 589 Medium Previous solution - Easy
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