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Most students are prepared to face the 
expected stresses of college such as stay-
ing up late to study for exams or doing 
copious amounts of homework. However, 
some students have additional worries on 
their plate. With college tuition on the rise 
across the country, reports of food and 
housing insecurity among college students 
are on the rise, too. At Eastern Michigan 
University, resources are becoming more 
limited and the number of students who 
fall under the housing instability category 
are growing.

Statistics provided by Swoops Pantry, 
EMU’s on campus food pantry, show that 
56% of students who completed the intake 
form for the fall 2018 - winter 2019 school 
year reported housing instability. That 
number was a drastic increase from the 
16.63% of pantry users who completed the 

intake form during the fall 2016 - winter 
2017 school year and the 16.93% from the 
fall 2017 - winter 2018 school year.

Joelle Summers, a graduate assistant 
who works at Swoops Pantry, said she 
suspects the increase was due to the pantry 
re-defining what housing instability means 
based on the Wisconsin Hope Lab study 
that was published in 2018. “In the previ-
ous two years, we just asked the question 
‘Are you currently experiencing housing 
instability?’ Summers said. “Many stu-
dents may not know exactly what it means 
to be housing in-stable … Since we have 
reconstructed our housing instability ques-
tion on our intake, we have seen the per-
centage jump.”

Studies show that housing insecurity 
among college students is rising across the 
country. In April of 2019, The Hope Cen-
ter for College, Community and Justice at 
Temple University surveyed 86,000 stu-
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One hundred forty-two Eastern Michigan 
University employees are set to retire from 
the university within the next year.In May, 
the university announced a Voluntary Early 
Retirement Incentive Plan (VERIP) that gave 
full-time faculty and staff the opportunity to 
accept a payout and retire.

More than 600 employees were eligible 
for the offer. Of the 142 employees who ac-
cepted the buyout, there were 42 professors, 
10 full-time lecturers, one athletic head coach 
(swimming team) and 21 administrative pro-
fessionals including the director of the Stu-
dent Center. The plan offers employees their 
2019 base salary in monthly payments over 
the course of five years. The plan also covers 
100% of the employee’s current health, dental 
and vision premiums for three months follow-
ing their exit date.

Faculty and full-time lecturers who took 
the buyout are set to exit Aug. 31 or Dec. 31. 
Other staff members are scheduled to exit on 
Sept. 30. Depending on their job position and 
the university’s operational needs, some em-
ployees may be asked to stay for up to a year 
beyond their elected exit date. Tim White, who 
served as the aquatics coordinator at the REC/
IM for the last 19 years, decided to take the 

buyout after contemplating it several years. 
White is set to retire on Sept. 30.

“They offered the buyout a couple of years 
ago, and I put in for it then,” White said. “20 
minutes before it was finalized, I pulled my 
paperwork with the idea that there was too 
many things left outstanding and my leaving 
would affect too many students and athletes 
with the swimming teams and the dive team 

… This time when it came through, I had al-
ready been considering leaving just because I 
had become somewhat disenchanted with my 
job and what it took. The offer was there, I was 
looking at maybe retiring in 6 months or a year 
from now, anyhow, so for them to offer some 
other incentive, I might as well go ahead and 
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142 EMU employees bought out
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SOPHIA KALAKAILO
ARTS REPORTER

The first Friday of every month, businesses, musicians and 
artists come together to create a free event to showcase artistic 
and cultural features. This past Friday, Sept. 6, the Festival of 
the Honeybee took place in downtown Ypsilanti. 

Vendors, artists and local businesses set up booths in the 
street selling art, food, services and of course: lots of honey. 
Canvases were lined up as numerous artists live painted. A 
band performed, while people wearing headbands with faux 
antennas made from black and yellow pipe-cleaners crowded 
the streets “Ypsilanti is an official bee city,” said Outreach 
Chair, Jane Brundage. “It’s a really wonderful way to con-
nect businesses, artists and musicians.”One of the many bee-
friendly vendors at the event was Cecilia Infante, beekeeper 
and owner of Bee Warriors.

“So my partner and I have beehives on Whitmore Lake and 
in Ypsilanti, we breed bees with really good genetics so they 
have a better chance of surviving in Michigan.” Infante ex-
plained. “We also make therapeutic and medicinal honey as 

well as a variety of flavors. Basically, if you have a beehive, 
you have an apothecary.” A number of the organizations pres-
ent have a central focus on environment-friendly initiatives. 
We Adore Flowers grows one million bee-friendly flowers in 
Ypsilanti with organic and sustainable methods. Bee Present 
has educational services and produces sustainable products 
from beehives. Taylor Honey Farm attended, selling their 
honey.

“I’m just excited about being apart of this awesome town 
and contributing in a beautiful way,” said Ginette Blades, 
owner of We Adore Flowers. “I think that there is this ecologi-
cal revolution happening right now and I’m just really excited 
to be a part of that, too.”

Many local businesses hosted events centered around art, 
culture, music and/or bees. Among countless other events, Star 
Studio hosted a “Honey Bee Hive Updos” hair show. Restau-
rants, such as Bona Sera, had special menus for the evening. It 
would have been impossible to attend every single event. The 
Festival of the Honey Bee is one of many events included in 
First Fridays Ypsilanti. FFY provides free, self-guided art and 
culture walks on the first Friday of the month, April through 
December.

SOPHIA KALAKAILO

UNIVERSITY FLOWER SHOP DOES POP-UPS IN THE ANN ARBOR AND YPSILANTI AREA. THEY SELL A VARIETY OF PLANTS AND 
FLOWERS.
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Festival of the Honeybee brings 
the Ypsilanti community together

Ypsilanti city council 
removes pride flags

EMU parking garage 
renovations completed
MEGAN MORRISON
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s park-
ing structure recently finished renovations 
that took place over the summer of 2019.
The parking garage is a four-story structure 
located between the Bruce T. Halle Library 
and the Student Center on the west side of 
campus. It is the only parking structure on 
the main campus. According to a press re-
lease by EMU Today, the parking structure 
renovations were both structural and aes-
thetic. Some of the renovations completed 

include the ramp to the third floor and the 
three stairwells being repaired, as well as 
nine handicapped spaces being added. It 
is reported that the renovations cost about 
$1.4 million dollars.The structure was not 
the only project that ParkEMU, operated by 
LAZ Parking, completed this summer. Other 
improvements included updated parking lot 
names and new signs to reflect those names.

Former Green Lot 2, located by the Vil-
lage, is now North Lot. Oakwood Lot North 
is now called Pine Grove Lot; this lot is 
northwest of the Halle Library along Oak-
wood street. Oakwood Lot South is the 
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Members of the Ypsilanti City Council 
voted to remove gay pride, transgender pride 
and Black Lives Matter flags from the coun-
cil chambers during the Aug. 27 meeting. The 
resolution, which passed 5-2, states that City 
Council does not want to become a forum to 
advertise or promote any particular ideology. 
As a result, it was agreed upon that the only 
flags allowed in the council chambers are the 
United States of America, the state of Michi-
gan and the city of Ypsilanti flags.

Mayor Beth Bashert and council mem-
ber Annie Sommerville were the only two to 
vote against the resolution. Avoiding “first 
amendment controversy” was the main topic 
of discussion. Several council members were 
concerned that potentially offensive groups 
could request a flag be hung up in City Hall 
such as the confederate flag. If the city were 
to deny that request, they could potentially 
be sued for infringing on that groups freedom 
of speech.According to City Attorney John 
Barr, flags are considered an expression of 
the first amendment, which protects several 
rights such as freedom of speech and free-
dom of religion.

“If you allow one group to protest or ad-
vance their idea by hanging a flag then you 
have to have a very good reason for now 
allowing another group to do it,” Barr said. 
“My concern I guess with this would be the 
liability because if you allow one group to 
do it and you say no to another group and for 
whatever reason they don’t like it, then we 
have to defend that in court and that would be 
a hard case to defend.” Councilman Anthony 
Morgan said personal beliefs should be left 
out of municipal work. “As a professional 

courtesy I think it’s nice to support different 
flags, but as a personal affinity I think it will 
be a little difficult because of likes and dis-
likes and choices to support or deny different 
flags,” Morgan said. 

“I think the best impartiality would be 
to go with the actual ordinance to keep our 
state, national and national flags. I think 
personal, professional courtesy’s or consid-
erations are cool  but I think to stay out of 
hot water it would be best to put our agendas 
and personal ties … aside to do our munici-
pal work.” Being gay and growing up with 
little to no support, council member Jennifer 
Symanns said she struggled to support the 
resolution. However she also said she under-
stands city council cannot show support for 
some groups and beliefs but not others.

“I remember what it was like to not see 
any kind of support except for things that 
were negative,” Symanns said. “So it does 
mean a lot to me, but then I understand it 
does get kind of tricky trying to then show 
support because there’s a lot of groups … If 
another groups asks, ‘Hey would you have 
our flag up there?’ Again, being that we sup-
port diversity and inclusion and equity, it 
would be hard to say no. I don’t know ex-
actly where to draw the line.“You can have 
flags but I think how you really show (sup-
port) is through your actions and what we do. 
And I think that is where we really show our 
support and what this city is really about and 
made of, is by what we do and our actions 
and not necessarily by what we have on the 
walls here.”

Council member Nicole Brown said she 
agreed with Symanns. “(By taking down the 
flags) it does not mean we are not show-
ing our support for those represented by 
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Sen. Lily Pellerito

What is your graduation year?
2021

What is your major?
International affairs and Span-
ish

Why did you join student gov-
ernment?
My main goal is to serve, 
especially the students who 
don’t feel as though they have 
a voice on campus. I want to be 
on student government to enact 
changes that not only better the 
lives of current students, but 
students for decades to come.

What campus issues will you be focused the most on?
Environmental sustainability, physical and mental health awareness 
and support, access to resources and programs that will enable all stu-
dents to perform their best academically and outside the classroom.

News Editor: Ashlee Buhler news@easternecho.com @AshleeBuhler

do it.” Eastern Michigan President 
James Smith said in a statement that 
nationwide drops in enrollment and 
the growing demand for new tech-
nology and online learning has left 
colleges and universities continu-
ously changing how they serve stu-
dents. 

“The VERIP initiative is one step 
in our ongoing efforts to shape our 
future in the context of this ‘new nor-
mal,’” Smith wrote. “Some may un-
derstandably view these disruptions 

to higher education with concern 
and fear. I believe, however, that it 
is far more productive to view this 
opportunity with optimism. Change 
is inevitable and often exciting.”

Geoff Larcom, executive director 
of media relations, said the amount 
of savings that come from the pro-
gram won’t be determined until after 
the university assess the effected po-
sitions and decides what the appro-
priate steps are in terms of consoli-
dation or hiring replacements.
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Science Complex Lot; this is convenient as it 
is the lot in front of the Mark Jefferson Sci-
ence Complex. These are just a few examples 
of the lots that got renamed.These new parking 
lot signs were installed across campus to make 
it easier for students and faculty/staff to find 
the correct lots that corresponded with their 
parking permit. Along with the name of the 
lot, the sign also includes what kind of permit 
you need to park there, what days and hours 
you can park, as well as contact information 
for LAZ.

With these changes in names comes a lot 
of confusion and frustration on campus from 
students and staff/faculty alike who had got-
ten used to the previous names of the lots. Al-

though the renaming of the lots may seem like 
a pretty insignificant change, there is more to 
update than just the parking lot signs. 

Nathaniel Fishel, a junior at EMU, is a web 
developer for the Integrated Content section of 
the Division of Communication. As a web de-
veloper, his job is to work on all official web-
sites hosted by EMU.

“We get tickets in Samanage [an IT ser-
vice-desk management provider] to fix pages,” 
Fishel said. “We build new projects that are 
requested.” 

Nathaniel’s latest project includes updating 
campus maps and outdated PDFs online that 
mention the old parking lot names to the new 
ones. These PDFs include any documents for 
orientation or events that direct people to lots 

on campus by their old name, so they must be 
updated to prevent any confusion. If these did 
not get updated, future visitors who are unfa-
miliar with EMU’s campus would have a hard 
time trying to find the correct lot they need to 
park in and could get ticketed because of that.

Students and faculty/staff can count on 
more parking projects to occur in the future. 
With ParkEMU only on their second year of a 
35-year commitment to EMU, this is only the 
beginning of the renovations and changes they 
will be making to parking.

Geoff Larcom, executive director of media 
relations at EMU, said “ParkEMU is looking 
forward to adding further facility and techno-
logical improvements to the parking system in 
the future.” 

the flags, but we are simply 
trying to find a way to make 
sure we are inclusive and 
representative to all people 
and groups and folks and we 
are not picking and choos-
ing who we signify support 
behind.”According to the 
resolution summary, another 
rationale for removing the 
flags was to limit clutter and 
avoid posing a fire safety risk.  
“I understand the clutter,” said 

council member Somerville. 
“But I also wouldn’t mind if 
people brought forward flags 
that represent pride, diversity 
and heritage and we would 
all agree that they would be 
displayed in here. I literally 
wouldn’t care if every single 
inch of the walls were covered 
in them. I don’t have an issue 
with cluttering the room rep-
resenting things that people in 
our community care about.”

Their study found that 45% of college student’s 
experienced food insecurity while more than 
half experienced housing insecurity. The study 
defined housing insecurity as not having enough 
money to pay rent or having to borrow money 
from friends or family to help pay bills. A person 
could also fall into the category by not having a 
regular sleeping arraignment, including couch 
surfing or sleeping in a place not meant for regu-
lar housing, even for just one night.

At EMU, the financial aid office specifically 
tracks students who face housing insecurity by 
looking at FASA applications. Results show that 
.3% of EMU students indicated they were home-
less, at risk for being homeless or receiving TANF 
(Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) dur-
ing the 2018-2019 aid year. That equates to 45 
students out of the 14,830 who completed FASFA 
applications.

That’s 45 students roaming around a campus 
with minimal resources. As tuition continues to in-
crease and the university looks for ways to make 
up a budget deficit, struggling students are slip-
ping through the cracks. Unlike other colleges in 
the state such as Michigan State University and 
Wayne State University, EMU does not currently 
have a program dedicated to assisting students 
who are facing homelessness or housing insecu-
rity.

At one point in time, the MAGIC program was 
the place to go for students dealing with housing 
and food insecurity on EMU’s campus. The pro-
gram, which launched in 2013, assisted students 
in various ways such as purchasing textbooks, 
helping with rent payments and providing food 
and clothing.

As of 2019, the university is phasing out that 
portion of the program due to lack of funding.Ac-
cording to Elise Buggs, director of academic suc-
cess partnerships at EMU, the MAGIC program 

is funded by a grant specifically for students who 
have come from the foster care system.

“We do try to point the students in the direction 
of services available in the community if they do 
not meet the requirements of our particular grant,” 
Buggs said. “That’s about the extent to which we 
are able to commit to assisting the students … Un-
fortunately we do not have as many (resources) as 
we would love to have, but we just don’t have the 
personnel or funding to persist in that area.

” MAGIC Coordinator Le’Shay Webb said 
there are roughly 20 students involved in the 
MAGIC program, some of which are housing 
insecure, but they do not meet the foster care re-
quirement.

“Within those 20 students we do have a few 
who don’t meet the foster care requirement,” 
Webb said. “They are housing insecure, but with-
out proper funding to support them, we’re running 
into all types of barriers” Despite the programs 
foster care requirement, Webb said more often 
than not students experiencing homelessness are 
the ones reaching out for help.

“It’s very rare that we have students who have 
experienced foster care reaching out,“ Webb said. 
“Usually you see more students who have expe-
rienced homelessness walking in and reaching 
out.” For Ramone Williams, a homeless student 
at EMU from 2015 to 2016, the MAGIC program 
was his go-to resource.“MAGIC was a big help 
for me,” Williams said. “They pushed me to get a 
place, they provided me with food, they did work-
shops ... It was nice.”

Williams’ day as a homeless student would 
start around 7 a.m. with a walk from his car, 
which would be parked in a free lot several miles 
from campus, to Warner Gymnasium for a quick 
shower. Then he would head to class; keeping to 
himself and blending in with the rest of his peers. 
At night he would work as a SEEUS escort on 
campus before heading back to his car to sleep and 
repeat the cycle over again the next day.

Despite the daily struggle, Williams never told 
a soul about his situation. “I didn’t want anyone 
on campus to know,” he said. “I thought maybe 
I’d get in trouble or get my FASFA taken away if 
they found out. I didn’t tell anyone. I kind of felt 
shameful about it anyways. I did a really good job 
of hiding it from people.” Williams said he was 
determined to graduate for his grandmother who 
pushed him to go to school everyday as a child. 
However, he could not afford to pay tuition and 
rent. With nowhere to go, he decided to devise 
a plan that would allow him to simply “get by” 
while finishing his college career.

“I made very good use of the things on campus 
or in the community,” Williams said. “The main 
thing was when classes or my shift would end, I’d 
have a $5 or $10 budget and would go to Meijer 
to grab a handful of things that I needed to get me 
through to the next day … The rest of it was pick-
ing up free food, whether they had free hot dogs 
at the student center or food from the pantry at 
MAGIC.”

One of the main reasons Williams wants to tell 
his story is to inspire change so no college student 
has to go through the struggle he did. During his 
time of need, Williams said he was disappointed 
by EMU’s lack of availability. When not sleep-
ing in his car, Williams said he would sleep in the 
library or in the halls of Pray-Harrold. However, 
during the cold weeks over winter break that was 
not an option. Williams was left to sleep in his car 
in freezing temps.

“The main thing I was upset about was that the 
buildings weren’t open during winter break,” he 
said. “The entire thing was closed and I’m like, 

‘There should be something available for students 
who might not have a place to go, even interna-
tional students.’ I thought it was unfair.”  As for 
paying for his education, Williams said he did re-
ceive a $1,000 scholarship to help offset the costs 
of college during his senior year, but most of his 
financial aid package was loans in which he had 
to pay back. In 2014, Williams took a break from 
school in order to take care of his grandmother 
back home in Flint. The Pell Grant and other 
scholarships he was awarded had expired by the 
time he returned a year later.

According to EMU Financial Aid Director 
Donna Holubik, the university does not offer any 
special scholarships specifically for students fac-
ing homelessness. However, she said many of the 
available scholarships do take financial need into 
consideration.

“Many of our scholarships, such as the EFOS 
and some of the University’s endowed programs 
take financial need into consideration,“ Holubik 
said. “There are some federal funds that supple-
ment the Pell grant. Although limited, those funds 
are awarded to students who demonstrate a high 
level of need.”

For financially stricken students, Swoops Pan-
try is the biggest resources on campus and is avail-
able to any student or staff member regardless of 
income or socioeconomic status. The pantry, lo-
cated at 104 Pierce, is open Monday and Tuesday 
from noon to 5 p.m. and Wednesdays from noon 
to 6:30 p.m.

In addition to food, the pantry offers several 
items such as diapers, baby food, feminine hy-
giene products and sexual health items. Although 
all bags are weighed upon leaving the pantry, there 
is no weight restriction. For additional assistance, 
students are left to turn to resources within the 
community. Ozone House is one of the primary re-
sources in the community available for the home-
less. The organization has a drop in center (102 N. 
Hamilton) where young people up to the age of 
20 can go for support. Ozone House offers meals, 
computer access, showers and laundry services.

Ozone House also offers screening for people 
ages 17 1/2 to 24 to assess what their needs are 
and locate housing opportunities. Screenings 
are done Monday through Friday at the drop in 
center on Hamilton between the hours of 1 to 3 
p.m. EMU used to collaborate with Ozone House 
through a program called MORE Support, which 
provided therapy for students on campus. How-
ever, as of April 2019, that service is no longer 
available.“Ozone House lost that grant, so we 
lost our therapists in April,” said Le’Say Webb, 
MAGIC Coordinator. “They’re trying to secure 
funding for it, but right now it’s no longer avail-
able to students.”

Ramone Williams used his grandmother as motivation 
to finish his college education.

Shooting on Leforge Road being 
investigated by Ypsilanti Police
TYLER GAW
CRIME REPORTER 

The Ypsilanti Police Department is investigat-
ing a shooting that occurred Friday, Sept. 6 around 
10:15 p.m. at 1427 Leforge Road in the heart of 
many apartment complexes.

According to a statement released by Eastern 

Michigan University police, one person was report-
edly taken to St. Joseph Hospital for treatment for 
a gunshot wound. A second person was observed 
leaving the hospital on foot. This individual had 
blood on their clothing and went in an unknown di-
rection. Their location is still unknown at this time 
of reporting. 

None of the involved individuals are being re-

ported as EMU students. The case is still under in-
vestigation by the Ypsilanti Police Department. The 
Ypsilanti Police Department could not be reached 
for comment. The story will be updated with more 
information as it becomes available. 

Anyone with information related to these events 
is asked to contact the Ypsilanti Police Department 
at 734-483-9510.
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“RESOURCES FROM FRONT” Meet your new 
2019 student 
body senators
Sen. LaTerricka Osborne 

What is your graduation year?
2020

What is your major?
Psychology

Why did you join student gov-
ernment?
(I joined) because I was tired of 
seeing the injustices on campus 
and wanted to do something 
about it.

What campus issues will you be 
focused the most on?
The things that impact students 
the most, like housing, transpor-
tation, food and more.

Sen. Tyler Kochman

What is your graduation year?
2020

What is your major?
Political science and urban and 
regional planning

Why did you join student gov-
ernment?
(I joined student government) 
to get more involved and to 
provide a voice to concerns of 
those with learning differences.

What campus issues will you be 
focused the most on?
Currently, as part of the Political 
Action Commission, I am focused on providing opportunities to get 
students involved in and educated on political action.

Sen. Nick Galluzzo

What is your graduation year?
2020

What is your major?
Criminology

Why did you join student 
government?
I think that in order to be a 
responsible student you kind of 
have to go where the decisions 
that are impacting you the 
most are being made. If I can 
pay it forward to make sure 
that my tuition and the tuition 
that everyone else is paying is 
spent appropriately and that 

the right decisions are being made to the highest benefit of Eastern 
students that’s really what I’m looking for.

What campus issues will you be focused the most on?
All things budgetary. Also campus climate, making sure that the 
campus climate is open for all different types of students, all different 
sets of ideas, things like that so we truly have an intellectually diverse 
campus and making sure that the environment facilitates that sort of 
behavior and conversation. And just keeping administration account-
able, to make sure that they’re acting in an appropriate manner and 
doing things with the benefit of the students in mind.

CONTINUE ONLINE
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Slow start for EMU leads to Kentucky win
CHARLES POST AND 
JOEY PISANESCHI
SPORTS EDITOR AND 
FOOTBALL REPORTER 

The Eastern Michigan Eagles fell 
to the Kentucky Wildcats, 38-17, on 
Saturday, Sept. 7 at Kroger Field in 
Lexington. Senior quarterback Mike 
Glass III had 337 yards in the loss. 
With the loss, the Eagles fall to 1-1 on 
the season, while Kentucky stays per-
fect with a 2-0 record. The Wildcats 
out-gained Eastern Michigan, 461-
386 in total yardage. Arthur Jackson 
III led the Eagles in receiving with 71 
yards on five catches. 

The Wildcats got off to a quick 
start, jumping out to a 14-0 lead at the 
end of the first quarter. After stalling 
on their first drive, Kentucky began 
moving the ball with relative ease. 
Both touchdowns were runs, the 
first coming from Asim Rose, who 
scored from eight yards out. Kavosiey 
Smoke followed that with a 32-yard 
touchdown of his own. The Eagles 
totaled just 21 yards in the period as 
they were constantly facing pressure 
from the Wildcats defense.

“Kentucky plays great defense. 
Their scheme is built from the inside 
out. They have good, big, strong play-
ers on that defensive line and take 
away the run,” said Eastern Michigan 
head coach Chris Creighton. “We had 
a plan where we wanted to run the ball 
but we got to where we said we had to 
spread them out. Mike saw the field 
pretty well and guys were running 
some pretty good routes. We have to 
do a better job. I think we found our 
rhythm when we decided to spread 
them out.”

Eastern Michigan started to get 
their offense going in the second 
quarter but two costly turnovers kept 
the momentum on Kentucky’s side. 
The Eagles managed to gain 90 yards 
in the 15-minute period, as wideout 
Quian Williams caught three balls 
for 31 yards with a long of 15 yards. 
The Eagles would finally get on the 
scoreboard as they marched down 
the field with three consecutive first 
downs, which was followed by a 24-
yard field goal from Chad Ryland to 
cut the halftime deficit to 17-3. 

After halftime, the Eagles contin-
ued to adjust to the Kentucky defense 
and it resulted in their first touchdown 
of the game. After the Wildcats took 
a 24-3 advantage, Glass and Eastern 
Michigan quickly answered with a 
26-yard touchdown pass to Line Latu. 
EMU gained 121 yards in the third 
quarter, which was more than the first 
two quarters combined. However, 
Eastern struggled to find their rhythm 
on defense and they were unable to 
force turnovers. 

“We forced a turnover. The ball 
was on the ground more than once, 
though, so we have to get more than 
one. We have to win the turnover 
battle and we didn’t,” said Eastern 
Michigan defensive back Vince Cal-
houn. “We have to get more than that. 
I felt like I had a solid game. We had 
a lot of young guys out there though 
and everybody was tough and fought 
until the finish.”

In the first minute of the fourth 
quarter, the Wildcats extended their 
lead back to 21 points as Sawyer 
Smith connected with Ahmad Wagner 
down the sideline for a 54-yard score. 
The touchdown pass was Smith’s first 
pass with Kentucky. EMU answered 
on their following drive, a seven-yard 
touchdown pass from Glass to Bryson 
Cannon. Cannon made an impressive 
play to catch the ball and get his feet 
down in the end zone, cutting the defi-
cit to 14 points.

It wouldn’t be enough in the end, 
though, as Eastern Michigan fell by 
three scores. Glass completed 64.2% 
of his passes for 337 yards, two 
touchdowns and two interceptions in 
the loss. Glass also led the team in 
rushing with 35 yards on 10 rushes. 
Shaq Vann, who topped 100 yards 
last week, only mustered nine yards 
against the Wildcats. Lynn Bowder 
Jr. had 54 receiving yards, 32 passing 
yards and 17 rushing yards in the win 
for Kentucky. He had seven recep-
tions for one score. 

“We fell short to a very good foot-
ball team. A class act. I admired them 
from afar being in the midwest. They 
are the real deal and hats off to them,” 
Creighton said. “I’m proud of our 
guys though. I think we found some 
of our identity tonight. There are al-
ways positives in negative situations. 
I’m not surprised that I’m proud of 
our guys. We weren’t able to muster 
points in the first half but I love these 
guys and I know that we’ll get there.”

Top - Matthew Sexton catches pass on Sept. 7, 2019 at Kroger Field in Lexington.
Left - EMU enters Kroger Field on Sept. 7, 2019 in Lexington

Right - The Eagles faced Kentucky on Sept. 7, 2019 at Kroger Field in Lexington
Bottom - Eagles play defense on Sept. 7, 2019 at Kroger Field in Lexington.

Isabella Wykowski
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Eagles Beat Coastal Carolina with 30-23 victory
CHARLES POST AND JOEY PISANESCHI
SPORTS EDITOR AND FOOTBALL REPORTER 

For the first time in school history, the Eastern Michigan Eagles took on 
the Coastal Carolina Chanticleers at Brooks Stadium in Conway, South Caro-
lina on Saturday, Aug. 31. Despite a slow start by the Eagles, they escaped 
with a 30-23 victory to begin their season with a 1-0 record.

The Chanticleers started off very quickly as head coach Jamey Chadwell 
had the Eastern Michigan defense off guard with various exotic looks. Wheth-
er it be with run-pass options, quick screens, or switching between two quar-
terbacks, the Eagles defense was unable to stop Coastal Carolina quarterback 
Fred Payton as he capped off the opening drive with a touchdown pass to 
Shadell Bell, a tight end who transferred from Clemson University. 

The early tempo by the Chanticleers offense allowed Coastal Carolina 
to jump out to a 10-0 lead, leaving the Eagles dazed and confused. Eastern 
Michigan committed multiple offsides penalties throughout the early going 
of the game.

Head coach Chris Creighton was even forced to call two timeouts in the 
first quarter, as he did not like the formations that Chadwell and the Chanti-
cleers were giving his defense. The Eagles would eventually adjust and senior 

defensive back Kevin McGill was a big part of that.
“As a cornerback you can press things up to give the defensive line more 

time to make a play in the backfield. Also when we press it’s easier to take 
away screen plays,” said Myles McNeal, who is committed to play for the 
Eagles in 2020. “He (McGill) did a great job. He positioned himself slightly 
on top of the receiver and once you do that you are the receiver now. So when 
the QB threw the ball he could high point it and game over. It also means that 
every play they will dominate the opponent and win their individual match-
ups until the game is done.”

Coastal Carolina quarterback Payton would have 304 yards through the 
air on 29 completions to his credit but the Eagles also baited him into throw-
ing four interceptions. Eastern Michigan’s Brody Hoying, Blake Bogan, Clay 
Holford and McGill all intercepted passes, and Holford came just short of 
intercepting a second in the final minutes of the fourth quarter. 

Offensively, the Eagles were led by Mike Glass III who had an astonishing 
91% completion rate by connecting on 20 of his 22 passes for 188 yards and 
three touchdowns, including two to sophomore wide receiver, Dylan Drum-
mond. Drummond also hauled in the first pass of the season from Glass III. 
The Chanticleers defense seemingly had no answers for the ground attack 
as Vann carried the football 22 times for 108 yards, at almost five yards per 

attempt. 
The Eagles took great care of the football, turning it over just once on 

a fumble by Vann which bounced out of the end zone on what could have 
been a touchdown run. Despite holding the ball for over five minutes less 
during the contest and being out-gained by a total of 378 yards to 315, the 
Eagles came away with a one possession win. This is something that coach 
Creighton has put emphasis on this season, closing out games strongly. East-
ern Michigan led the FBS in one possession games in 2018 with seven. 

The Eagles will remain on the road next week, as the team will travel to 
Lexington to take on the Kentucky Wildcats of the SEC from Kroger Field as 
they look to continue their winning ways. Kentucky also started the season 
1-0 with a victory over fellow MAC school Toledo, 38-24. Eastern Michigan 
and Kentucky have only met once before, as the Wildcats came away with a 
tight 24-20 win 2017.

“This win was pretty important. It’s a lot easier to get that momentum 
going with a win than a loss,” McNeal said. “Their defense is super good and 
intense. So just having the opportunity to play with a defense like that is the 
most exciting. I’m looking for them to have a fast start on offense, shut down 
Kentucky’s offense, and no penalties. I believe they’ll do it.”

Myles 
McNeal 
talks 
football 
and 
senior 
season
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

Myles McNeal, who is a 3-star 
recruit according to 247 Sports, 
committed to play for the East-
ern Michigan football program on 
April 16, 2019. He is scheduled 
to graduate from Grand Blanc 
Community High School in 2020 
and will join the Eagles team fol-
lowing that. McNeal is a 5’11”, 
180-pound cornerback for the 
Grand Blanc Bobcats, and is rated 
the 50th best player in the state of 
Michigan. 

“Playing defensive back you 
have to react to receivers routes 
and then beat them to the spot 
so being faster than the receiver 
is key. Speed kills overall,” Mc-
Neal said. “I’m super competitive 
and I will give it my all the whole 
game. In man I do well because 
I am very patient and I trust my 
speed. In zone I do a good job dis-
guising the coverage until the last 
minute. I felt like their (Eastern 
Michigan) defense was best for 
me and I’ll fit right in.”

McNeal had offers from five 
D-1 schools, including three 
programs from the MAC: Bowl-
ing Green, Central Michigan and 
Eastern Michigan. He also re-
ceived offers from Austin Peay 
and Alabama State. Out of those 
five schools, the Eagles have the 
third best recruiting class ac-
cording to 247 Sports’ composite 
rankings. The Eagles currently 
have 10 commits including Da-
vid Carter, Rico Small and Tristen 
Hines. 

“What made me choose EMU 
was mainly how comfortable I felt 
as soon as I visited campus. In-
stantly felt like home. I also liked 
their defense,” he said. “Eastern 
Michigan’s coaching staff are 
amazing people, I feel they’ll do 
the best coaching me and show-
ing me how to be a better man. 
And I’ll fit into the team because I 
have the same drive that the team 
has and the culture that they have 
there is something I’ve always 
wanted to be apart of.”

The Eagles defeated Coastal 
Carolina on Saturday, Aug. 30 be-
hind 108 yards on 22 carries from 
running back Shaq Vann. The day 
before, Grand Blanc Commu-
nity High School also began their 
season with a victory, defeating 
Herbert Henry Dow High School, 
22-20 on the road. McNeal and 
Grand Blanc will face Heritage 
High School on Friday, Sept. 6 in 
Saginaw, Michigan, hoping to be-
gin their campaign with two con-
secutive wins. 

“I will go all-state this year and 
as a team we’d like to win a state 
championship,” McNeal said.

Exploring the current state of the 
EMU men’s basketball program 
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan men’s basketball program is just over two months away from the begin-
ning of the 2020 campaign. The Eagles will hope to bounce back from last season with nine new 
additions to the program. 

With the season quickly approaching, questions regarding the current state of the program 
need to be answered including why the team struggled in 2019, who will make the roster in 2020, 
what head coach Rob Murphy is expecting from his team and more.

Eastern Michigan came into 2019 with high expectations. In fact, Eastern was selected by the 
media to finish second in the Mid-American Conference and was projected to win the MAC West 
division title. The main reason behind that was because the Eagles were bringing back three high-
level seniors: Paul Jackson, Elijah Minnie and James Thompson IV. The year prior, EMU went 
22-13 including victories over Arkansas State, South Florida and Oakland. 

The Eagles finished third in the MAC with an 11-7 record and ended the regular season on a 
six-game winning streak. In the 2018 MAC Tournament, the Eagles defeated Akron in the quar-
terfinals before losing to Toledo 64-63 in the semifinals. Despite the tough loss, EMU rebounded 
for a victory over Niagara in the first round of the CIT. 2018 was the best season for the Eagles 
since 1997, so almost everyone expected them to build on that success and be even better the 
following year.

“Last year, we had high expectations,” Murphy said. “Whenever you have multiple guys who 
are coming back for their senior year, you think you might have something, but it doesn’t always 
work out that way. You look at the year before, when those guys were juniors and we over-
achieved, winning 20+ games and losing a heartbreaker to Toledo in the semifinals. Then you 
say the next year we should be better, but when you have a lot of inconsistencies, it’s hard to be 
successful.”

The Eagles struggled to a 15-17 record in 2019, as they went 9-9 in the conference. The season 
did have some positive moments, including wins over Drexel, Boston University and a historic 
comeback against Toledo. And the Eagles started to play better down the stretch, winning six of 
their final 10 games. However, the season came to a screeching halt in the first round of the MAC 
Tournament when the Eagles fell to Ball State 61-43, ending the year with a loss on their home 
floor. 

“We just never got our feet under us to see what we could do,” Murphy said. 
Five months later, a lot has changed within the program, like seniors Isaiah Green, Jackson, 

Minnie and Thompson graduating. Meanwhile, five other players decided to transfer: Malik El-
lison, Bud Jones, Kevin McAdoo, Tariq Silver and Daivon Stephens. The Eagles filled all nine 
openings with incoming freshmen and junior college transfers of their own. The freshman recruit-
ing class includes Marcus Gibbs, Christian James, Shamar Dillard and more. 

“With them bringing in new guys, I think they have an awesome opportunity,” former Eastern 
Michigan forward John Bowler said. “If they have something that they thought didn’t work last 
year, then now is the time to do it. I’m not saying I have all the answers because I don’t, but I think 
it’s a fantastic opportunity for them. I think they have some talented guys coming in, but they’re 
unproven. When you lose James, Elijah and Paul, you’ll need to find out who is going to be the 
biggest leaders.”

Aside from the incoming freshmen, there are also multiple junior college transfers who will 
look to carve out playing time in the upcoming season. Chris Barnes, Noah Morgan, Micah 
Thomas, Thomas Binelli and Miles Gibson are transferring in to play for the Eagles. Murphy 
mentioned Morgan as one of the players who has impressed him the most during the summer 
workouts. Murphy also discussed Boubacar Toure’s improvement.

“Morgan is a really good shooter,” Murphy said. “He has a high basketball IQ and can put the 
ball on the floor and makes plays for himself and others. Boubacar has really shown that he can be 
a consistent scorer. He can shoot from the free-throw line in and he has a left and right hand hook 
that is promising. With Boubacar being the only low post threat, he’ll get a lot more looks. His 
scoring and rebounding output could double. He’s extremely confident.”

Toure is the only full-time starter returning for the Eagles, but just a few months ago, it didn’t 
look that way. McAdoo started 19 games during his sophomore season and would have been one 
of the go-to scorers in 2020 before he decided to transfer to Bradley University. Ellison, Jones and 
Silver were also projected to get more playing time next season, but they have left the program as 
well. It certainly raises some eyebrows when five players transfer in one offseason. 

“I think kids transfer for different reasons, depending on the circumstances,” Chris Lofton, 
former Tennessee guard, said. “I was thinking about transferring. If a kid isn’t working hard and 

isn’t playing because of it, I don’t like the fact he could transfer and play. He needs to work harder 
and give it some time before deciding to transfer. Then I would have to see if I think they should 
be eligible right away when they transfer.”

McAdoo averaged 8.6 points and 1.5 assists per game last year, while shooting 32.5% from 
3-point range, which was the second best on the team. Silver started to show promise towards the 
end of the season, as he averaged 3.3 points per game. Silver knocked down 39.4% of his 3-point-
ers. Ellison was the back-up point guard, appearing in 23 games. Silver and Ellison are transfer-
ring to Tallahassee Community College and Saginaw Valley State University, respectively. 

“I can’t really speak a ton on the transfers or why guys are leaving; I’m not there at practice 
everyday,” Bowler said. “I don’t want to be misleading or anything like that. If guys are transfer-
ring, it could be for a multitude of reasons. They might not be good enough, they might want to go 
home, they could think they’re better than what they are. I can’t speak personally on that unless I 
was there on a day-to-day basis.”

Murphy shared his thoughts on transferring as a general topic: “If you feel you aren’t getting 
enough shots, then you might feel like you can get it at another program. We as coaches make 
decisions to try and win basketball games, and sometimes that means not everyone can be happy. 
But that’s the nature of the business, and it’s always going to be like that. Either way, we all deal 
with it. It’s a huge part of athletics. For us, we have to continue to do a great job of evaluating 
players.”

The team begins with the head coach, and Murphy is heading into his ninth year in Ypsilanti. 
The Eagles were at or near the bottom of the MAC for more than a decade before Murphy was 
hired prior to the 2012 campaign. Although Eastern Michigan has yet to win the conference since 
his arrival, they have had three 20-win seasons, as well as winning the MAC West title in 2012 and 
reaching the MAC Tournament semifinals twice. The Eagles are 134-116 under Murphy. 

“No one expected us to go from nine wins to winning the MAC West,” former Eagles forward 
Jamell Harris said. “No one except coach Murphy, and because of his confidence, I believe some 
of that trickled down to us. I can definitely say coach Rob Murphy has made great strides to turn 
the program around and will continue to. He is a good coach and recruiter. As far as last season, 
sometimes things don’t go your way, and I believe that was what happened.”

Harris also touched on players leaving the program: “As far as the team next season and deal-
ing with the transfers, that’s normal, I believe, especially more so now-a-days. Players sometimes 
want more playing time and want to be more of a focal point, or it simply isn’t working for them, 
so when that happens, sometimes a change is required or wanted. Players are making decisions 
that benefit their needs now more so than the team they are with.”

The team hopes to bounce back from last season and compete in every game. To do so, the 
Eagles will have to lean on returners like Toure, Jalen King and Ty Groce. Toure averaged 8.6 
points, 7.8 rebounds and 1.4 blocks per game while shooting 65.1% from the field. Groce put up 
5.0 points and 3.1 rebounds per game in 32 outings. Derek Ballad Jr. and Damari Parris are also 
returning players who are expected to make an impact. 

“I think Boubacar can be the best big man in the league and certainly the best defender,” Mur-
phy said. “We really centered our recruiting class around him. Jalen King has gotten a lot better. 
He’s bigger and stronger, and he’s always been quick. He’ll get a lot more playing time. We’re 
looking for Ty to have a breakout year. He’s got a lot of athleticism and he’s been in the program 
for a few years. I think he’ll have a good year.”

The Eagles will begin their season on Nov. 5, 2019 with hopes to win their first division title 
since 2012 and first conference championship since 1998 when Earl Boykins led the team to 
the NCAA Tournament.

Boykins explained his view on the upcoming season: “It’s going to be interesting. It’s going 
to be challenging. There will be more opportunities for the younger guys to step up, and I think 
all you need is one or two guys to believe you can turn the program around.”

Bowler, who played for Eastern Michigan from 2003-2006, also discussed his view on the 
state of the program.

“The program is in a much healthier place now,” Bowler said. “We need to take that next 
step, and I don’t know how that’s going to happen, but I think we can continue to be at that level 
and compete. We’ve just been climbing and we can almost see the peak of that mountain. We 
just need to do whatever it takes to get over that hill. We’re on the right path.”

After a disappointing season a year ago, the Eagles have one thing on their mind: competing 
for a conference title.

When asked to describe his mindset heading into 2020 in one word, head coach Murphy 
simply said: “Determination. I think we’ll be in a position to compete for a MAC champion-
ship.”

ANDREW MASCAHRKA
Rob Murphy leads his team to win over Michigan on Dec. 9, 2014 at Crisler Center.
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 455 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

HOW TO DRAW | AMBERLY GASCON#PROBLEMSOFACOLLEGE SUPERHERO | NICK M.

DRAWING AND YEEHAWING | AMBERLY GASCON COLLEGE ADVENTURES | ALLAYNIA TRIPP
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Student life is changing and we are scared
ALLY GRAHAM
OPINIONS EDITOR

As school is starting up again, we are noticing year after year some-
thing in us is changing, we’re scared. Whether it be the fear of what some-
one keeps hidden in their back pack, the fear to walk home from class 
alone or the fear of what could happen if you go to a party; we’re scared. 

As a young woman on a college campus, I already take many precau-
tions during my daily routine. I never walk alone at night, I lock my house 
and car doors immediately as I get inside, I ignore men if I am ever called 
out to and I even carry pepper spray for emergencies. It is simply how I 
was raised to keep myself safe, but it seems harder and harder to feel any 
sense of security nowadays. 

A federal study reports that in the last 15 years, numbers of rape and 
sexual assault on college campuses have surged 205%, with a disturbing 
6,700 cases in 2014. To add to the surrealness of that statistic, that is only 
of the women who came forward with their case, the truth is that 95% of 
sexual assault cases go unreported. There is more than we realize and it is 
happening everyday. 

Many college campuses are trying to take the proper steps to control 

this rising number, such as increasing security, bystander programs and 
pushing the meaning and definition of consent, but truly, it all gets so 
blurred. College campuses can only do so much when most cases of sex-
ual assault reportedly happen at late-night parties or off-campus where 
the university cannot intervene as much. We as students need to change. 

Victims can only do so much, our brains have been drilled with tips 
like watching our drinks, monitoring our outfits and always keeping the 
buddy system, but the real problem and blame lies on the predator, not the 
prey. We need to continue to educate and push the meaning of consent and 
the consequences of sexual assault. We need to teach men not to rape, not 
teach women to be scared. 

Unfortunately, that’s not the only thing lingering in our heads as we 
head into another school year. The rise in mass shootings is something 
that I think about every single school day. With every classroom I enter, I 
subconsciously plan out my emergency escape route and always study the 
people around me as intently as possible. It is a fear I wish I could let go 
of, but I’m not the only one. 

School shootings aren’t a political discussion, it is a fact that the num-
ber is rising and the shootings are becoming deadlier. Exactly 20 years 
after Columbine and we are only seeing more and more student lives 

claimed. 
“Between 2016 and 2018, eight multiple-victim shootings claimed the 

lives of 31 kids at primary, middle and high schools in the United States...
by comparison, 90 kids died in 30 multiple-victim homicides at school 
during the previous two decades, between July 1994 and June 2016, the 
data showed,” Web MD claims discussing poor mental health. 

It’s not a debate, we don’t get to have opinions on this anymore, kids 
are dying. We are fine knowing that companies are selling bulletproof 
backpacks and we are teaching students how to patch up their peers’ bul-
let wounds, but we cringe when we hear the words “gun control”. Being 
a student in the U.S. right now is absolutely terrifying and I know that it 
isn’t normal for me to go to school everyday and wonder if I’ll be lucky 
enough to not get murdered or raped that day. 

We have a major problem in our nation. Students are scared, we know 
we aren’t safe and we feel like we’re on our own to protect ourselves. I 
don’t know a perfect solution, or if anyone does, but the best thing we 
can collectively do is keep a conversation rolling. Whether it’s about gun 
control, or the rape epidemic on campuses, we need to not let all of this 
become normalized. There is a problem and it shouldn’t be ignored. We 
need help.

Norman 
F*****g 
Rockwell!  
review
MORGAN ELDER
COLUMNIST

Pop star, vintage debutante, Hol-
lywood witch—no one quite knows 
how to label Lana Del Rey. One of 
the most enigmatic and alluring artists 
of the times, Del Rey returns to the 
scene with her sixth album “Norman 
F*****g Rockwell!” With 14 tracks 
spread over a 68 minute run-time, Del 
Rey delivers her most powerful per-
formance yet.

The album is mainly produced 
by Del Rey herself, along with Jack 
Antonoff. “Norman F*****g Rock-
well!” features many classic nuances 
any long-standing fan would recog-
nize: References to California, Cherry 
Coke, America and being cool. What 
this album presents most predomi-
nantly, though, is perhaps Lana Del 
Rey’s most ubiquitous topic: love and 
relationships. This album is a new, 
complicated take on some of her most 
classic themes.

The album starts with it’s name-
sake “Norman f*****g Rockwell!” 
The song opens with a gentle ensem-
ble of strings and flute, later moving 
on to piano, then mixing the two for 
the climax. Her vocals are directly 
showcased and her lyrics pack a 
punch as she sings, “You act like a kid 
though you stand six foot two.”

“Mariners Apartment Complex” 
and “hope is a dangerous thing for a 
woman like me to have - but I have 
it” both show a kind of inner strength 
that only comes from struggle. In the 
latter, the singer opens up to her audi-
ence in an echoey, emotional cry over 
simple piano chords. “A modern day 
woman with a weak constitution,” she 
sings, “‘Cause I’ve got monsters still 
under my bed that I could never fight 
off.” 

The already cinematic-styled al-
bum is complemented beautifully 
by Del Rey’s music videos. Going 
viral immediately, the video for her 
cover of Sublime’s “Doin’ Time” has 
reached millions of views and shows 
visuals of California through a nostal-
gic vintage filter.

Lana Del Rey has a knack for 
genre-bending. NFR’s themes of tu-
multuous love and loss are intricately 
laced with strings and synth, pull-
ing from many different sources of 
inspiration. One can distinctly hear 
the 70’s classic rock influences, and 
yet, at the same time, her songs are 
incredibly timeless. Del Rey has had 
many labels—from indie pop to R&B 
and beyond and uses influences from 
genres like lo-fi and hip hop. You sim-
ply can’t put her music in a box.

Following up 2017’s “Lust for 
Life” was no easy task, as that album 
was met with quite favorable reviews. 
Whereas “Norman F*****g Rock-
well!” is more tender with a more 
overall hopeful tone, Lana now sways 
between reality and mystery. Her lyr-
ics paint a vivid picture, but is it all 
her reality? Or is it the collective ex-
perience of hopeless romance meet-
ing the American dream?

The entire album is a dream-scape 
of a kind on-par with Lana’s brand. 
The revving of American-made en-
gines, the nostalgic pull of retro aes-
thetics and a yearning for love. She’s 
never been stronger; this is the most 
self-aware her music has ever been. 
Lana Del Rey is cooler than ever.

Can Donald Trump still win Michigan in 2020?
MARCUS LAWNICZAK
COLUMNIST

The Democrats have a long record of losing to Re-
publicans in, what at the time was viewed as, easily win-
nable elections. In 2010, just two years after the landslide 
victory of Obama and the Democrats, the Republicans 
gained 63 house seats. In 2014, two years after Obama’s 
comfortable reelection victory, the Republicans again 
gained 13 house seats and nine senate seats. None of 
these flops, however, could ever top Hillary Clinton los-
ing Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania to Donald 
Trump in 2016.

During the 2016 presidential campaign, Clinton did 
not go to Wisconsin once and only went to Michigan the 
week leading up to the election. She, and many leading 
figures within the Democratic party, arrogantly assumed 
that the so-called “blue-wall” could never be shattered 
by a Republican, let-alone Donald Trump. Trump’s anti-
establishment, populist rhetoric on trade and infrastruc-
ture, issues key to Michigan and other rust belt voters, 
combined with Clinton not appealing to many democrats, 
led him to victory. 

Clinton’s past support of TPP and NAFTA, a free-
trade deal that decimated the Michigan economy, con-
vinced many Obama voters in the working class to vote 
for a xenophobic racist who said he would repeal NAFTA. 

Clinton’s past support of the 1994 Crime Bill, three strike 
rule, Iraq War and her anti-populist campaign meant that 
she was unable to energize the democratic base in the 
way Obama had, leading to lower voter turnout in cities. 
Americans were and still are struggling and Trump said 
he will bring the manufacturing jobs back that once made 
America great. Clinton’s response was that “it’s already 
great” and these jobs just simply are not coming back. It 
is easy to see why she lost.

The polls in Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania al-
ways showed Clinton beating Trump, and the same is true, 
at least for now, regarding the upcoming 2020 presidential 
election. In the most recent polling data, the RCP average 
has Trump losing to Biden by ten points, seven to Sanders, 
four to Warren and three to Harris. Add in the fact that in the 
2018 midterm elections, democrat Gretchen Whitmer won 
Michigan’s gubernatorial election, while Democratic Senator 
Debbie Stabenow comfortably dealt with Republican chal-
lenger John James, and this is the perfect situation where the 
Democrats think they have already won. 

Sadly, the current front runner to take on Trump, Joe 
Biden, is nothing more than a charismatic version of Clin-
ton. Clinton supported the 1994 crime bill, while Biden 
wrote it. He is a puppet of the military industrial com-
plex, having supported every offensive US war he could 
and loves NAFTA and TPP. The worst similarity between 
the two is that Biden’s presidential campaign is “anti-
populist,” meaning that he will not just criticize Trump 

and Republicans, but also the “far-left” progressives of 
the Democratic Party who “demonize” corporations. For 
the sake of appealing to the middle, Biden will ignore 
his party’s own base. This is a stunningly stupid strategy, 
especially in the rust belt where populist rhetoric on trade 
and infrastructure would almost guarantee victory over 
a president that has a 54% disapproval rate in Michigan.

Although none of the promises that he made to Michi-
gan voters have been fulfilled, Trump will campaign in 
2020 with the exact same populist rhetoric that won him 
the blue wall in 2016. The Democrats might get lucky and 
the polls might come to fruition, but Trump’s incredible 
campaigning abilities mean that it will not be easy. Clin-
ton’s strategy failed in 2016, and it will fail again in 2020. 
If the democratic nominee runs a campaign on a “return 
to normalcy” and anti-populism, Trump will be re-elected 
because the status quo is unacceptable. 

More than 75% of American workers live paycheck 
to paycheck, almost half of the country makes less than 
$31,000 a year, while more than 40,000 Americans die 
a year from a lack of health care. The solutions to these 
problems are populist. Raising the minimum wage, medi-
care-for-all and free college might be populist, “far-left” 
ideas, but they’re also winning ideas. If the democratic 
nominee is specifically against them, these current polls 
mean absolutely nothing, and 2020 might be added to the 
long list of winnable elections that the democrats lost.

New York Times subscriptions should 
be accessible for all EMU students
HEATHER WEIGEL
COLUMNIST

Students should not have to abandon reputable sources because of a price tag, no matter 
how minuscule that price is argued to be.

You know the scenario: You’re looking at the New York Times or the Washington Post 
for an article that can bolster or reshape your opinion on an issue, whether for class or on 
your own time. You stumble upon another article that seems interesting. After you click 
around a couple times, a message pops up over the article or on top of the page: “You have 
reached your limit of free articles. Subscribe now to enjoy this content.” You either grit 
your teeth and pull out your credit card, persuaded by the “low cost of $1/week” message, 
or abandon that source entirely.

Although I personally have subscriptions to the New York Times and The Washington 
Post to write articles, fulfill responsibilities for classes and for personal reading, I believe 
that the financial burden should not fall on students or employees to use such tools.

Our university is supposed to be equipped with tools which help its students. Access to 
accurate media sources for all students would be a worthy investment if Eastern Michigan 
University is serious about its commitment to supporting students’ education and cultural/
political awareness.

Eastern used to provide this service – print copies of the New York Times were distrib-
uted across campus and available on news racks in Pray-Harrold, Halle Library and the 
Student Center. Free access to unlimited online articles was available on my.emich. The 
service came out of the budget of Student Government, and frequent cuts were made to the 
program because of budget and utilization concerns until the program disappeared entirely.

I spoke with former EMU Student Body President Desmond Miller about his decision 
to cut the initial program back in 2014. Citing how obsolete the physical paper was becom-
ing and the uncertainty about how much the service was utilized, Miller decided Student 
Government shouldn’t foot the bill for the service entirely on its own.

“[The subscription] would be used university-wide – and it’s irresponsible to put it on 
the back of students, who are already funding student orgs and the like,” Miller explained. 
He supports bringing the program back, given that the burden of funding is spread beyond 
Student Government, like to faculty and the administration.

Student Government considered providing students access to The New York Times 
again last semester, but amid more concerns about cost and utilization, they opted to invest 
in other services.

“To put [the predicted cost] in perspective, it’s more than we spent on all of the events 
that Student Government put on last year,” according to newly elected Student Body Presi-
dent Ethan Smith. He goes on to express his support of the idea, given that other depart-
ments pitch in, but expresses doubt in whether the service would get utilized enough to 
justify that request. “Instead,” Smith explained, “[Student Government] is planning on 
putting that money toward other new services, like parking validations.”

Smith makes a compelling argument – if students don’t utilize the service, student lead-
ers have no choice but to cut it, especially if it comes from the budget of Student Govern-
ment. But the service is not required to solely be provided by SG; the administration can 
invest in digital subscriptions to the New York Times (and possibly The Washington Post 
and the Wall Street Journal) like they would Microsoft Office and other such programs, 
given that a significant portion of students show interest.

I asked a professor of mine and another student if they felt the service would get uti-
lized. I expected them to have different perspectives because of differences in how often 
they might frequent online news sources.

Dr. Bernstein, a tenured professor at EMU in the department of political science, uses 
The New York Times regularly and The Washington Post and The Wall Street Journal when 
referred to him by a friend or colleague. While he has a subscription to the Times, he does 
not for the Post or the Journal and often runs out of free articles for the Post. He believes 
that given the price tag isn’t too high by the university’s standards and that students show 
interest in utilizing the service, it is a worthy investment.
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    Dr. Bernstein, a tenured professor at EMU in the 
department of political science, uses The New York 
Times regularly and The Washington Post and The 
Wall Street Journal when referred to him by a friend 
or colleague. While he has a subscription to the Times, 
he does not for the Post or the Journal and often runs 
out of free articles for the Post. He believes that given 
the price tag isn’t too high by the university’s standards 
and that students show interest in utilizing the service, 
it is a worthy investment.

Noting that these sources aren’t free of bias and that 
they “get it wrong from time to time, even spectacularly 
so,” he argues that “it would be nice to give students 
access to news sources worthy of the title of journal-
ism.” Bernstein also believes it could make teaching 
somewhat easier, with the ability to request that students 
“pull up a specific article from the Times.” But he also 
recognizes that his field might necessitate news reading 
considerably more than others.

Fellow student Monica Laschober uses these sourc-
es less often than a political science professor, and 
understandably so. Primarily using articles from these 
sources for homework, she relates with the frustration 
that comes when the free article limit is reached.

“There’s nothing quite like finding the perfect article 
for your paper, and then not being able to access it be-
cause I don’t have a subscription,” Laschober explains. 
“In a major like political science, access to these sources 
is critical.” Laschober goes on to express her support 
for the university providing such a service, hinging her 
argument on the sources providing “solid information” 
and highlighting the potential use of the service by stu-
dents and instructors of all disciplines.

Digital access to The New York Times would be a 
useful and valuable tool to all students for academics 
and political/cultural awareness, especially with the 
upcoming election. However, bringing the service back 
could be an uphill battle, as no one is willing to foot the 
entire bill and no one is certain whether it is a cost ef-
fective investment. We must give an honest effort if we 
truly want to see this service in operation. We must con-
vince the administration, the faculty and Student Gov-
ernment that it is a worthy investment and that a three-
pronged investment by those bodies is a viable means.

Michigan immigrants share their story

AUSTIN ELLIOTT
MANAGING EDITOR

“A man wrote me and said, ‘you can go to France, but you cannot become a French-
man. You can go to live in Germany, or Turkey, or Japan, but you cannot become a 
German, a Turk, or Japanese. But anyone, from any corner of the Earth, can come to 
live in America, and become an American.’” - President Ronald Reagan

The humanity of the situation is often forgotten when discussing the immigration 
crisis. When President Trump tries to stoke fear through incorrect claims regarding 
migrant caravans, lost jobs, or drugs and crime, it is forgotten that these are human 
beings whose lives have been filled with such adversity that they are willing to do 
whatever it takes to get even a slight opportunity at a better life.

When we talk about immigrants, we’re talking about mothers, fathers, children, 
neighbors, friends and human beings who are fleeing to this country because of vio-
lence, poverty, instability, lack of opportunity and any number of adversities that those 
fortunate enough to live in the United States often don’t experience. We should be 
asking ourselves, “Why are these people leaving their homes in the first place?”

Mexico is a common place that people emigrate from. While trends have largely 
reversed in recent years, many people come to the United States from Mexico for bet-
ter opportunities, whether it’s job security, education or safety from violence. 

Lenore, who now lives in the Lansing area, immigrated from Mexico to the United 
States when she was just a child. She was brought to the U.S. at only 6 months old 
because her parents wanted her to have the opportunity to a great education. She de-
scribed the instances of being deported during the Eisenhower administration and try-
ing to get back into the country; one time her mother lost her shoes and her feet were 
bleeding. Yet, they continued on.

“They would take us, they didn’t care that my father was working, they didn’t care. 
... There were times when I didn’t see my father for weeks because we didn’t know 
where he was,” Lenore said. “And then we’d get a letter that said, ‘I’m in Mexico, I 
got caught, I’m at my mother’s.’ And I had to go around trying to get letters to be read 
because I couldn’t read yet and my mother couldn’t read English or Spanish.”

She also described the long, difficult and terribly inefficient system of trying to 
immigrate legally to the U.S. To complete the necessary paperwork, her father had to 
save up enough money, get letters of recommendation from two people he had worked 
for in the U.S., get official photos for every member of the family and fill out paper-
work. Oftentimes, after turning in one part of the paperwork, the process of complet-
ing the next task took too long and immigration officials would deem the older parts 
of the paperwork too old. After several years and thousands of pesos, Lenore and her 
family became legal citizens. 

Nerida, who lives in the Grand Rapids area, is a leader of Cosecha, an organiza-
tion fighting for the protection and dignity of immigrants. She, too, immigrated from 
Mexico to the United States. Her journey is similar to many; there were no more op-
portunities for her to finish schooling and her family was struggling to survive, so she 
came to the U.S. at 17. Like many others, Nerida came to the United States because it’s 
the “land of opportunity.” She had seen people come here and their lives had improved 
dramatically. 

Gema, also a leader of Cosecha, discussed the injustices of the American immigra-
tion system. She, too, came to the United States to seek better opportunities. Her father 

died when she was only 17, and her family began to struggle for resources. Already 
having two uncles in the U.S., she came to the country hoping to learn English and a 
skill that she could use to go back to Mexico and find a stable job. After settling down, 
Gema decided to stay in the United States. 

She described how it wasn’t until later in life that she truly understood the injus-
tices that our immigration system is responsible for. 

“People from Mexico, like in my case, didn’t have the resources to get approved 
for a visa,” Gema said. “There was no way to have access, so I became aware that 
there was a choice of who this country wanted to immigrate from.” 

She described a schoolmate who had married an Italian citizen and was able to 
move to Italy, obtain a visa and become an Italian citizen without hassle.  

“It was evident after a while about who was welcome in the country and who was 
not.”

The intervention in the Mexican economy is also a huge concern for Gema. Eco-
nomic instability leads to increased migration, which leads to U.S. policies intended to 
reduce migration. And the result is often a cycle of intervention and disruption. Gema 
expressed her desire for the U.S. to let the Mexican economy stabilize, while prevent-
ing American corporations from taking advantage of impoverished workers. 

There is no doubt in my mind that if you’re reading this and you have children, you 
would do whatever was necessary to keep your children safe. Any mother or father 
would do everything in their power to give their children a better life.

Guatemala is one such place that has seen its people flee to the United States – 
hundreds of thousands of Guatemalans have left their home country to seek refuge 
elsewhere. Extreme violence and poverty plagues the country, and the country has a 
rampant gang problem. While it is a complex issue, the two biggest instigators were 
the civil wars that took place in various Central American countries, paired with a law 
that led to the deportation of thousands of convicted criminals to Central America. As 
a result of the civil wars, young people with broken families were very common, and 
with crime on the rise, gangs seemed like a viable alternative to many of these young 
people.

As a direct result of U.S. foreign and immigration policy, Guatemala has seen mas-
sive expansions of gangs and crime. As a result, conditions in the country have not 
significantly improved, and more people are seeking refuge.

A startling trend in the midst of the immigration crisis is that the number of people 
crossing the border in a family unit has exploded. In 2013, 3.6% of people appre-
hended at the border were in a family unit. In 2018, that number skyrocketed to 27%.

The focus of the crisis should be on the vast majority of cases: the families, chil-
dren, parents – the people who are fighting for a better life. The conditions under 
which these people are living in their home countries are so terrible that they are will-
ing to walk thousands of miles with their children, through unbelievable dangers, to 
give their family even an ounce of a chance of a better life.

The United States has lost its way, but having the ability to fight back is what 
makes us America. We are not subjects of our government, the government is a subject 
of the American people. Through the power of democracy, we can rebuild our nation 
to be the moral compass of the world. With open arms, we should accept anyone who 
is in need of a safer, happier, better life.

“We lead the world because, unique among nations, we draw our people, our 
strength, from every country and every corner of the world. And by doing so we con-
tinuously renew and enrich our nation.” -President Ronald Reagan

It’s time for the post-Labor Day education law to go

“DIGITAL” FROM PG. 6

IT Chapter Two 
film review

DEANGELO HAWKINS-CLAY
COLUMNIST

It Chapter Two, coming off the heels of it’s prede-
cessor, we have the original Loser Club now all grown 
up forced to come back to Derry, Maine after their old 
enemy Pennywise comes back to terrorize the unsus-
pecting town.

The opening scene is nothing short of horribly grue-
some, which sets the tone for the rest of the film; you re-
ally get a feel early on that Pennywise is back to his old 
ways of eating people and terrifying Derry. As the rest 
of the Loser Club went on to live somewhat fulfilling 
lives, Mike stayed back in order to make sure that when 
Pennywise returned, he would be there to call on the 
group so they can reunite and stop him for good; even 
though our beloved group had forgotten what happened 
during their childhood.

We’re introduced to the now grown up members of 
the Loser Club, which are basically spitting images to 
their childhood selves, which is a major shout out to 
casting. That is all except for Ben, which after seeing 
the film you will see is for plot reasons. The chemistry 
between the cast as the adult Loser Club was nothing 
short of magical, even considering the gruesome cir-
cumstances. One of my favorite introductions in the 
film 

With Bill Hader as Richie, James McAvoy as Bill, 
Jay Ryan as Ben, Isaiah Mustafa as Mike, James Ran-
sone as Eddie and finally Andy Bean as Stanley, the cast 
truly gave a performances to remember, individually 
and together. Bill Hader and James Ransone definitely 
deserve praise as their interpretations of Richie and Ed-
die were cinematic gold. Seeing Bill Hader play off the 
emotions of the young Richie and carry them over to his 
adult self was truly a sight to see. The whole cast did an 
excellent job at showcasing the deep bonds these char-
acters have with one another regardless of how many 
years have gone by. is of Beverly Marsh, Jessica Chas-
tain was incredible from the visually stunning introduc-
tion for Bev to the character development that went on 
as she decided she had to go back to Derry.

Bill Skarsgard as Pennywise definitely has to go 
down as one of the scariest movie clowns. Skarsgard 
ups the creep level this time around and delivers a 
performance sure to have people talking. With horror 
scenes ranging from a little girl getting her head bit off, 
to a bathroom stall overflowing with thick, red blood, 
these special effects are sure to have viewers spooked 
every time they look at a sewer drain or even think 
about a clown.

Without giving too much more away of the film, this 
is definitely a must see. Although the run-time is longer 
than most movies, I would argue it was necessary for 
the story. The film was frightening, emotional, action-
packed and so much more as we were taken back to 
Derry one last time to watch the Loser Club finally put 
an end to Pennywise and, in the words of Richie, “Kill 
that F***ing Clown.”

Echo Grade: A+

HEATHER WEIGEL
COLUMNIST

As we prepare for our own university classes to begin 
post-Labor Day, K-12 schools statewide are bypassing 
the law mandating the late start to the school year via a 
waiver from the Michigan Department of Education. 

This loophole to the initial 2005 law - enacted by 
former Democratic Gov. Jennifer Granholm alongside 
a Republican legislature with the tourism industry in 
mind - has rendered the law practically null and void. 
The amount of schools and school districts opting for the 
earlier start has increased significantly in recent years, in-
creasing to 196 total school districts and charter schools 
from 154 requesting waivers in the last year alone. 

The law mandating Michigan schools to begin the 
academic year after Labor Day was opposed by educa-
tion advocacy groups and then-Rep. Gretchen Whitmer 
from its first consideration. Only a handful of similar laws 
exist nationwide, including the “King’s Dominion law” 
in Virginia, although Ohio and Maryland have attempted 
similar legislation.

Education advocacy groups and school districts have 
often argued against the law and have found more rea-
sons over the last several years to defy it - including the 
180-school-day mandate, alignment with early college 
programs and the push for a “balanced calendar.” I join 
them in their belief that the law should not exist.

I take this position because it prioritizes students over 
tourism. Rather than having an extensive summer break, 
students should enjoy a “balanced calendar” - meaning 
they should have a longer school year with breaks scat-
tered in between. This scheme would not only reduce 
student burnout by allowing time to refresh and ruminate, 
but would also allow the new government mandate of 
180 instructional days to fit more seamlessly. It would 
align better with the schedule of community colleges for 
early college programs and provide time outside of an in-
structional setting for students falling behind to find their 
footing. Finally, teachers could focus more time on new 
curriculum and less on review.

Even absent a “balanced calendar,” there really is no 

valid reasoning for prioritizing the tourism industry over 
students. Although more tax dollars - sometimes via tour-
ism - are needed to keep schools open longer, there would 
still be ample time during the summer to arrange vaca-
tions. Also there is no data which suggests families won’t 
simply schedule their vacations earlier.

Additionally, the conditions which enabled the initial 
law are no longer present - the tourism industry is going 
strong regardless of the increase in waivers to bypass the 
law, especially in August and September. Finally, the sur-
vey used by the tourism industry outlining the economic 
benefits only covered one year immediately after the law 
was passed - nearly a decade ago - and was industry-
funded.

Compromise on the issue has been attempted. A 
stipulation on August school days providing for a “long 

weekend”, or no classes held on Fridays or Mondays, was 
attempted in 2017, but the tourism industry didn’t bite. 
It would also cause headaches in terms of daycare for 
working parents and a myriad of other scheduling issues. 
Parents argue it should be “all or nothing” and I agree.

There are multiple solutions to this problem. If Michi-
gan is serious about improving education rankings and 
prioritizing students in that endeavor, the legislature 
should scrap the post-Labor Day law and begin transi-
tioning to a “balanced calendar” system. 

Alternatively, the law should be scrapped in order for 
local municipalities to decide their course of action - they 
are certainly already trying via loopholes. The legislature 
should at least stop prioritizing the already well-off tour-
ism industry over our struggling education system.
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