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At the Sept. 10 city council meeting, 
the Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) presented a plan that included sev-
eral parking changes that could debut in 
in Depot Town and Downtown Ypsilanti 
within the next year.

Community Development/DDA Direc-
tor Christopher Jacobs described a three 
phase approach to implement more paid 
parking in some of the city’s busiest areas. 
All three phases of the project will hope-
fully be completed by the end of the year 
in 2020, according to Jacobs.

For phase one, the city will work with a 
vendor called Passport Inc. to allow people 
to pay through an app on their phone.

“The first big change that we’re going 
to be ruling out here is the pay-by-phone 
system,” Jacobs said. “So that’s going to 
involve placing stickers on existing con-
ventional meters (approximately 367 me-
ters) or new kiosk spots … to allow people 
to pay by phone. That will be a huge con-
venience to people, hopefully.”

Although quick and convenient for 
smartphone users, a 25-cent surcharge 
would be added for those who pay by this 
option. The DDA also recommended in-
creasing parking costs to $1 per hour.

Phase one would also include the in-

stallation of three parking kiosks in Depot 
Town, one in the Ypsilanti Freighthouse 
lot and one on both sides of Cross Street. 
In Downtown, kiosks would be placed on 
both sides of Michigan Avenue, where 
there is currently free two-hour parking.

The city would also convert several 
streets to employee and residential per-
mit parking to meet growing demands for 
permits. 39 spaces on Ferris Street would 
be converted into permit parking and 141 

spaces on Washington Street would be-
come permit and long-term metered park-
ing.  

For phase two, paid parking meters 
would be added on River Street in Depot 
Town. Kiosks would then be added to the 
lots off N. and S. Huron Street, eliminating 
the current two-hour free parking there.

In Depot Town, phase three would in-
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City council talks parking upgrades

MEGAN GIRBACH
STUDENT ORG. REPORTER

On Sept. 9, new and returning Eagles had the opportunity 
to learn more about the wide variety of student organizations 
Eastern Michigan University has to offer, as over 200 student 
organizations filled the Student Center patio and University 
Park.

Not only could students learn more about student organiza-
tions, they could also participate in other fun events that were 
being offered. University Park was lined with inflatables and 
food trucks, students could participate in yard games and give-
aways, and they could enjoy a photo booth and DJ.

One of the many student organizations students had the 
chance to learn more about was The Super Smash Brothers 
Club. EMU’s Super Smash Brothers Club allows players of all 
skill levels to join a fun, supportive environment to play and 
learn more about the popular game and to build long-lasting 
friendships. Club President Timothy Bonk said he believes Ea-
gleFest is an important event for students to attend.

“It allows them to have the chance to learn about our orga-
nization and is a great opportunity to personally connect with 
and get to know [us]; allowing them to feel even more com-
fortable before club meetings begin,” Bonk said. 

Another organization students had the opportunity to visit 
was the Women’s Ultimate Frisbee Team: The Raging Pea-
cocks. The Raging Peacocks are always looking for new mem-
bers to join. They are a group of fun-loving women who are 
passionate about frisbee and aren’t afraid to get dirty.

Rachele Cate is currently a junior at EMU and is a cutter 

for the ultimate frisbee team.
“My job in games is to get around my defender to give a 

handler the opportunity to send the disc to me,” Cate said.
Cate encourages incoming club members to be open to 

learning and trying something new.
“I’ve never been big into sports, but Ultimate [Frisbee] is 

unlike any sport I know of,” she said. “Don’t worry too much 
about being on the learning curve, because your teammates 
will be there to help and support you every step of the way. 
I’m sure the same is true for any organization. You’re going to 
learn and grow, but you’re not going to do it alone.”

The Young Democratic Socialists of EMU is another stu-
dent organization one may have had the chance to visit at 
EagleFest. YDS’ goal is to increase political activity in the 
community, voting for presidential candidates, and getting stu-
dents registered to vote.

Colton Ray, YDS president, believes that EagleFest is a 
great opportunity for students to see how diverse in thought 
and beliefs campus can be.

“I’d be surprised if any student walked away from EagleF-
est this year not finding at least one organization that would be 
of interest to them,” Ray said.

For incoming club members, Ray encourages them to not 
be afraid to question authority and the “status quo.”

Savannah Currier, graduate assistant for student organiza-
tions in campus life, hopes that students left EagleFest with 
connections and information for organizations on campus.

“Hopefully, having made those connections and meeting 
new people, they feel a little more at home here,” Currier said.
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Student leaders showcase their 
organzations at annual EagleFest

Design and Science 
exhibition visits EMU

New concept designs 
for skatepark revealed 
SOPHIA KALAKAILO
ARTS REPORTER

The second community workshop for 
the local skating community was hosted 
by New Line Skateparks on Wednesday, 
Sept. 11 at the Ypsilanti Township Com-
munity Center. Two design concepts were 
presented and community members dis-
cussed which aspects they wish to be in 
the finalized design. 

Construction of the skatepark will 
likely begin Spring 2020. It will be locat-
ed at the corner of E. Clark and Midway. 

“It gives people an opportunity to rec-
reate that is not organized sports,” said 
Meghan Bonfiglio, deputy director of 
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission. “There’s just so many ben-
efits. There’s social, economic, cultural 
and everything. But from what I’ve ex-
perienced from skaters I’ve worked with, 
it’s really just about the community. It 
gives people an opportunity to just be to-
gether in a great space that’s safe and help 
share their sport with others.”

The skatepark has been underway since 
the beginning of 2018. 

SOPHIA KALAKAILO
ARTS REPORTER

On Wednesday, Sept. 11, the Design and 
Science exhibition had its opening reception 
and round table discussion at Eastern Michi-
gan University’s Student Center. The exhibi-
tion features projects connecting design and 
science through models, bio-design and rep-
resentations of natural data. The exhibition 
will remain at EMU until Oct. 17. 

The exhibition was curated by Leslie 
Atzmon and featured a number of projects. 
There were both designers and scientists 
present at the round table discussion. It was 
moderated by Dr. Deepa Butoliya  (Stamps 
School of Art & Design, University of Mich-
igan) and Dr. Brian Connolly (Biology, 
EMU). 

“I wanted to make this type of research, 
the combination of design and science, ac-
cessible to the students and faculty of EMU,” 
Atzmon said.

Diana Nicholas has extensive experience 
as an architect and as a design researcher. 
She and her partner, Shivanthi Ananoan, 
microbiologist and botanist, have combined 
their skills and put their work on display at 
the exhibition. Their laboratory, Integral Liv-
ing Research, produces healthy solutions for 
urban families suffering from housing stress. 
Currently, they are producing a low cost 
growing unit for families with little access to 
fresh food. 

“In these collaborations, I’m often able to 
cross disciplinary boundaries,” Nicholas ex-
plained. “And I think equity is a huge part of 
this type of thinking. My work is driven by a 
pragmatic need to actually deploy solutions 
in an urban environment.”

Jason Ferguson, artist and EMU associate 

professor, creates performance pieces, sculp-
tural objects and videos with an absurdist and 
humorous tone. One of his notable designs 
featured at the exhibition is ‘The Nature of 
Being.’ Using medical software, he 3D-print-
ed a full scale replica of his skeletal system 
that he describes as a “memento mori.”

Audrey Speyer is trained as a Textile-Sur-
face-Materials designer but has been re-
searching the biotechnology of fungi that 
break down contaminants in the soil. Her 
projects featured at the exhibition include her 
“Purifungi MycoPod,” an incubator to grow 
mushrooms on polluted land.

“Purifungi is researching how we could 
produce objects through micro imitation,“ 
Speyer explained. “Micro imitation is a nat-
ural way to absorb pollution with mushroom 
cultures that are in the environment. Mush-
rooms are the primary recycler in the forest.”

Speyer also developed the “Champtray de 
Luxe,” which is an ashtray made from myce-
lium that grows on cigarette butts. The goal of 
these ashtrays is to create a “waste channel” 
for these cigarette butts to reduce the negative 
impact they have on the environment.

The projects featured all aim to improve 
the environment we live in through inno-
vative methods. The Design and Science 
exhibition is entirely free in the University 
Gallery, featuring the projects mentioned and 
much more. Attending the exhibition also 
counts as a Life Beyond the Classroom credit 
for EMU students.

“We live in a changing world, and some 
say a dying world, but I remain optimistic 
that the solutions are out there, by discover-
ing science through innovation and design,” 
added Connolly. “What this panel has really 
shown is that there is just a multitude of op-
tions in bringing those two together.” 
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Ypsilanti after-school program 
worker charged with sexually 
assaulting a 10-year-old girl
TYLER GAW
CRIME REPORTER

A man who previously worked with an 
after-school program with an elementary 
school in Ypsilanti is now being charged 
with sexually assaulting a 10-year-old 
girl.

Levi Gardner, 20, began working at 
the Perry Child Development Center 
through Eastern Michigan University’s 
Bright Futures Program during the 2018 
winter semester. Gardner will be facing 
many felonies in connection with the 
alleged assault. Sources have said that 
Gardner allegedly sexually assaulted the 
girl multiple times in 2016 and 2017. Of-
ficials believe that there could be more 
victims. 

Gardner is being represented by the 
Public Defender and his bond has been 
set at $100,000 cash.

According to Chief Assistant Prose-
cuting Attorney Steven Hiller, Gardner’s 
probable cause conference is currently set 
for 8:30 a.m. on Sept. 19 and his prelimi-
nary examination is set for Sept. 26, 2019 

at 9 a.m. Both will be held at the 14A-1 
District Court at the Washtenaw County 
Service Center.

Gardner did not have a criminal his-
tory and passed background checks for 
Bright Futures.

“These incidents have no connection 
to Eastern Michigan University, and no 
incidents that we have been made aware 
of occurred during his brief time asso-
ciated with the University,” said Geof-
frey Larcom, EMU’s executive director 
of media relations. “The University did 
two comprehensive background checks 
on this individual and both background 
checks were clean. The University had 
no knowledge of these allegations, and it 
received no complaints about his work.”

Larcom said Gardner was always su-
pervised when working on site and is not 
employed with the University, nor was he 
ever a student.

If any member of the public believes 
that they or their child has been assaulted 
by Gardner, they should contact Jessica 
Lowry at the Ypsilanti Police Department 
(734) 483-9510.

MEGAN GIRBACH
AT THE YDSA TABLE, ONE COULD LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION AND THE UPCOMING CLIMATE STRIKE ON SEPT. 20.


