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boygenius announces debut 
album

See page 2

EMU basketball team’s most 
recent games

See page 3

Art exhibit hosted by Riverside Arts 
Center celebrates local Black artists
ERIN FLYNN
NEWS REPORTER

In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day and Black History Month, Ypsilanti’s 
Riverside Arts Center is hosting a month-
long art exhibit featuring over 20 local 
African American artists. 

The exhibition, sponsored by the 
African American Cultural and Historical 
Museum of Washtenaw County and Ronnie 
and Gloria Peterson is running from Friday, 
Jan. 20, through Tuesday, Feb. 28 with an 
opening reception from 6-8 p.m. on the first 
day. 

At the initial event, guests will get the 
opportunity to meet the local artists whose 
art with be featured and experience their 
art. There will also be guest speakers and 
entertainment. 

“The public will witness storytelling 
done through the visual arts. Stories 
of joy, love, struggle, history, and self-
expression,” Lynne Settles, one of the 
exhibit’s committee members, said. 
“Witness for yourself how artists bring their 
pieces to life through the use of texture, 
lines, shapes, and colors that harkens back 
to African roots.”

The exhibition’s theme is titled “Why 
We Can’t Wait” taken from the book of 
the same name by Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. written in 1964 about the movement 
against racial segregation in the United 
States. 

“This exhibit is an example of the 

diversity of thought and ideas within the 
culture still dealing with issues of racism, 
segregation, black identity, and ongoing 
healing,” Settles said. “It is an outpouring 
of artistic expression that helps open our 
eyes to injustice and convey powerful new 
visions and possibilities.”

This is the first timethe African 
American Culture and Historical Museum 
of Washtenaw County has collaborated 
with Black artists to present such an 
exhibit. The goal is to not only share this art 

with the public but also raise awareness 
for local Black artists. 

“Our hope is that this exhibit will 
encourage people to support black artists 
and learn something from a different 
perspective,” Settles said. “Many of the 
artists featured are female artists and it can 
be hard to be an artist statistically, but it’s 
even harder for women.”

Asha Jordan, one of the exhibition’s 
artists, finds her artwork inspired by 
influential Black women. 

“I specifically picked out three pieces 
for the exhibition and they’re mostly black 
women,” Jordan said. “Yes, I picked out 
those pieces for MLK Day. But what a lot 
of people don’t understand is that there 
are a lot of powerful black women behind 
every great black man, you know? That’s 
pretty much what I’m trying to express 
through my art. So I just want to make sure 
I display that at the exhibit.”

One of Jordan’s art pieces is inspired 
by singer-songwriter and activist Erykah 
Badu. She also credits Mahalia Jackson, 
the woman Dr. King says inspired his “I 
Have a Dream” speech.

As an artist, Jordan also does some 
activism of her own.

“Throughout the years, I’ve done 
marches as an activist holding my own 
paintings,” Jordan said. “I’m trying to do 
something even bigger as an activist within 
my artwork.”

Along with activism, Jordan knows 
that bringing awareness to a people and 
its community involves connecting with 
them.

“There’s a lot of people who want to 
purchase artwork,” Jordan said. “They 
want to know where you can see and find 
artists. This is a chance for them to be able 
to connect with artists within their own 
community, especially Black artists.”

The public can see more of Jordan’s and 
other artist’s work at the exhibition.

To attend, RSVP at 734-480-ARTS. 
This event is free to the public.

ARTWORK BY ASHA JORDAN, WHOSE WORK WILL BE FEATURED AT THE 
RIVERSIDE ARTS CENTER EXHIBITION. THIS PIECE IS INSPIRED BY BLACK SINGER-
SONGWRITER ERYKAH BADU. 

SENIYA BAIG
NEWS REPORTER

Reports on a national and local level 
showed that businesses were closing due 
to the restrictions and duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

With the new year just beginning, 
Washtenaw County has responded to the 
issue: launching a program that will help 
local small businesses that were affected 
by COVID-19 related challenges such as 
cancellations, social distancing, and overall 
economic hardship. 

This program, called the Small Business 
Growth Activator Program, plans to launch 
up to one million dollars of Federal Cares 
Act funding, which will grant each eligibile 

business $5000 alongside free business 
assistance. 

"The County is utilizing the CARES 
Act funding to partner

 with entrepreneurial and business 
support organizations to deliver business 
coaching

 and other business supports such as 
website design or accounting help," said a 
news release.

The new initiative is specifically for 
businesses with five or fewer employees 
who have been in business since Mar. 16, 
2020, as well as those who are now closed 
and hoping to reopen. According to the 
Washtenaw County's Community and 
Economic Development, the program will 
be able to help 80-100 microenterprises. 

Companies including Proxie, Growing 
Hope, Association of Business of Color, 
Ann Arbor SPARK, and Small Business 
Development Center will help provide 
assistance to the businesses that are 
accepted. 

"Many of them have offered support in 
the form of counseling and meetups to help 
folks feel supported," Cheranissa Roach, 
Economic Opportunity Manager in the 
Washtenaw County Office of Community 
and Economic Development, said in a 
statement. "Many will continue to provide 
these same services."

Washtenaw County businesses 
interested in this opportunity can fill out 
a form to apply for the funds until May of 
2023. 

Washtenaw County launches new
program to help small businesses 

AMEERA SALMAN 
CELLAR ROOTS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

In an effort to keep the Eastern Michigan 
University community safe and informed, 
there will be free ALICE trainings with 
the EMU Police Department open to all 
members of the community. 

The first training will take place from 
10 a.m. to noon on Jan. 26 in Marshall 
room 119. There will be two more sessions 
for community members in February. 

At each session, participants will learn 
about active assailant situations, what 
action steps can be taken in the event of 
danger, and the system known as ALICE. 

ALICE—an acronym for Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate—is 
a training method for civilians to learn how 
to respond to active assailant situations. 

ALICE focuses on providing options 
for individuals to take action should they 

find themselves in a dangerous 
situation. 

“It is hard to measure how 
ALICE training we have offered 
may or may not have increased 
safety for participants, but one main 
theme of our training is situational 
awareness (ALERT),” Joseph 
Torres, Patrol Operations Sergeant 
at the EMU Police Department, 
said. If people attend the training 
and only learn the ability to 
recognize and respond more 
quickly when facing a rapidly developing 
dangerous situation it increases the options 
they have available to respond.” 

ALICE trainings with the EMU Police 
Department are held often and are a priority 
to the department. 

“I would like to encourage anyone who 
can attend to drop into an ALICE session 
and meet with our officers,” Torres said. 

“We offer a variety of safety programs, self 
defense classes and options for personal 
safety. Our officers are always interested 
in having interaction with the community.”

Groups interested in requesting a 
session should reach out to Torres at 
jtorresi@emich.edu, Community Outreach 
Officer Catherine Wilman at cgeyer@
emich.edu, or Lieutenant Doug Wing at 
dwing@emich.edu.

EMU Police Department hosts ALICE 
trainings to promote community safety

Winter 
Fest

ALL PHOTOS BY JORDAN BOYD

MARIE WHITE 
CONTENT EDITOR

Terrarium Workshop - Jan .23
Join Botany Club as they demonstrate 

how to put together tropical and desert 
terrariums in mason jars. The event runs 
from 5 - 7 p.m. in the EMU Greenhouse.

Sip-n-Shop - Jan. 24 
The women’s center at EMU is 

partnering with the career closet to teach 
students about professional attire, offering 
mocktails and light refreshments. Students 
get four free items to take home with them 
from the closet. This event runs from 3 - 5 
p.m. in McKenny Hall room 200.

Documentary Discussion: "Neshoba: 
The Price of Freedom" - Jan. 25

Leroy Clemons, civil rights activist 
and leader, will show clips from the 
documentary "Neshoba: The Price of 
Freedom" and discuss how he led the 
movement to bring the murderer of three 
civil rights activists to justice. This event 
runs from 5 - 7 p.m. in Student Center 
Ballroom B.

ALICE training - Jan. 26
Join this free training with the EMU 

Police Department to learn more about 
ALICE. Read more about this event in 
our featured story. This event runs from 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Marshall room 119. 
This is a pre-registered event that is LBC- 
approved.

Don't Touch My Hair - Jan . 27 
Meet with N.A.P.S. at EMU to make 

your own hair oil and learn about what 
you need for your hair to flourish with 
live presentations. This event runs from 
5 - 7:30 p.m. in the Student Center room 
310-C.

Open Mic Night - Jan. 27
Bridge Community Cafe is hosting an 

open mic Friday from 6-8 p.m. for young 
poets are artists to share their work. This 
event centers around BIPOC youth from 
ages 14 - 22 and is hosted by Youth Arts 
Alliance and Staying Power.

What's the 
move at EMU? 
Jan. 23 - 27

EMU STUDENT ORGS GATHERED ON. 
JAN. 18 FOR WINTER FEST 2023.



Contact us
Layla McMurtrie
Editor-in-Chief
editor@easternecho.com

Marie White
Content Editor
content@easternecho.com

Aaron Hughes
Managing Editor
managing@easternecho.com

Cedrick Charles
News Editor
news@easternecho.com

Joud Bamehriz
Opinions Editor
opinions@easternecho.com

Blake McQueary
Sports Editor
sports@emich.edu

Jordan Boyd
Podcast Editor
podcast@easternecho.com

Jenna Robinson
Arianna Demars
Victoria Smith
Larissa Diem-Conlen
Copy Editors
copy@easternecho.com 

Corey Packard
Digital Editor
digital@easternecho.com

Kasey Deschler
Design Chief
design@easternecho.com

Ameera Salman
Cellar Roots Editor
cellarroots@easternecho.com

Christine Uthoff
Echo Advisor
advisor@easternecho.com 

Want to Want to 
join the join the 
echo?echo?

email theemail the

managingmanaging

editoreditor

Want toWant to

advertiseadvertise

With us?With us?

email theemail the

advisoradvisor

opinionsopinions

2 The Eastern Echo January 23, 2023

5 artists to get familiar with in 2023
AARON HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR 

Figuring out the breakout artists of the 
year is almost impossible, especially thanks 
to social media and streaming. Last year, 
artists like Glorilla, Ice Spice, Steve Lacy, 
Yeat, and others were almost impossible to 
ignore. Now that 2023 has kicked off, here 
are the potential breakout artists of the year

Q 
Steve Lacy was a phenomenon in 2022. 

At the beginning of the year, he was already 
considered a prized R&B artist by a handful 
of fans. However, overnight he seemed to 
become a star. If anyone is to have a similar 
breakout year, it is without a doubt Q. 

First gaining attention in 2020 for his 
tender falsetto and his hit single “Take 
Me Where Your Heart Is,” he seems to 
be coming back with a project soon after 
releasing 80’s inspired singles “Stereo 
Driver” and “Today” near the backend of 
2022. 

From his beautiful voice and multi-
talented production, he is one viral song 
away from becoming the next big thing.  

Ayra Starr 
While afro-pop is already a well-

established and popular music genre 

worldwide, the US has always been behind 
when it comes to this sound. Each year 
around the summer, a new African artist 
grabs the country’s attention like Wizkid, 
Tems, and Davido. However, 2023 might 
be Arya Starr’s year. 

At only 20 years old, the Nigerian singer 
has already amassed five million followers 
and plenty of co-signs. Though she is not 
underground, she deserves a higher level of 
stardom. 

While she recently released the 
deluxe version of her debut project “19 & 
Dangerous” in Oct. 2022, it is expected that 
more work will be on the way. 

Enchanting
Texas has always been a home to rap, 

from the Chopped & Screwed era to artists 
like Megan Thee Stallion and Travis Scott. 
However, the rapper Enchanting, signed 
to Gucci Mane’s label, has been garnering 
attention. 

Already collaborating with artists like 
the late Big Scarr, Kali, and Hitt Kidd, she 
already has plenty of support. 

After seeing artists like Glorilla, Lola 
Brooke, Lakeyah, and Kali blow up, it is 
hard to see the same not happen for a hard 
hitter like Enchanting. 

Homixide gang
While the original trap genre that 

controlled the sound of the 2010s has 
slowly fallen off its throne, the subgenres 
within it have gained a cult following. 

One of them is the new wave of artists 
inspired by Playboi Carti and his label 
Opium. Though the label contains acts 
such as Ken Carson and Destroy Lonely, 
the stars are for certain the Homixide Gang. 

The rock-inspired duo has been all 
fans could talk about since their album 
“Homixide Lifestyle’’ was released. 
Featuring intense, upbeat, and chaotic 
energy, fans can see the similarities to 
Carti. If they continue this momentum, 
their fanbase will, without a doubt, force 
them into the public eye. While none of this 
is guaranteed, what is unavoidable is that 
these artists have what it takes. Still new to 
the industry, and with plenty of music still 
in the vault, the potential these artists have 
is outstanding.

MARIE WHITE 
CONTENT EDITOR

Junji Ito is a popular Japanese horror 
manga artist and is known for his black-
and-white art style. So, I was very excited 
to see some of his stories brought to life in 
this series, but overall I was disappointed 
with the overall quality of the show.

Synopsis
This Netflix original series brings 

forward a selection of 20 macabre 
masterpieces from the mind of Junji Ito, an 
award-winning manga horror artist.

What I loved
The stories of each episode. I love Ito's 

work so these stories were super exciting 
and made me do a lot of double-takes. If 
you’ve never seen Ito’s work before, I'm 
truly not sure if that’d make you like the 
anime more or less, but I did enjoy the 
plots. For example, this show is equivalent 
to ‘the scary stories you’d tell in dark’ 
books, so if you enjoy those you’ll like this.

What I didn't love
The color and quality of the anime. It 

feels like it's hard to encapsulate Ito's style 

in color, and you can really see that in this 
show. Instead of looking like something 
made this year, it seems very dated and not 
in a good way. I think it could've been better 
in black and white, but the color aspect just 
brings the art style and quality down.

The production of the show. Netflix is 
nitrous for making anime original series 
terrible, and this is no exception. Junji 
Ito's work is phenomenal so I know it's not 
him, but the production of this show from 
a watcher's point of view is bad. I feel like 
the time and effort weren't correctly put 
into this show, and I simply don't think 
Netflix can make great anime (so maybe 
they should stop trying).

Verdict
I will die on the I love Junji Ito hill,  

but the production and quality of this 
anime really makes me really sad. I really 
wanted to like it but I simply can't. If you 
listen to it like an audiobook I feel like 
it’d be way better than watching the show 
which is really sad from an anime lover's 
perspective. 

I give ‘Junji Ito Maniac: Japanese 
Tales of the Macabre’ a 1 out of 10.

Japanese Tales of the Macabre’  
is a sad watch for anime fansThe Boys Are 

Back: why 2023 
might save music
AMEERA SALMAN
CELLAR ROOTS EDITOR 

 When I heard the powerhouse 
indie/alt supergroup boygenius, made 
up of Phoebe Bridgers, Julien Baker and 
Lucy Dacus, had announced that they 
were finally releasing a debut album 
together, I wasn’t surprised. To the delight 
of myself and many fans, rumors of a 
debut boygenius album had been swirling 
on the internet ever since their appearance 
on the Coachella festival lineup. 

If you didn’t know, back in 2018, the 
three artists, all at various points in their 
careers, joined efforts to create a uniquely 
gut wrenching extended play titled 
“boygenius.” This was just the start; fans 
of all three eagerly anticipated more music 
from the trio. 

After five years, boygenius’s debut 
album “the record” will be released on 
March 31, and three singles are available 
now. 

“$20,” initially written by Baker 
outside of the group, features heavy tones 
of angst and melancholia over a track that 
calls on the soft punk influences of Baker’s 
solo work. 

“Emily I’m Sorry,” also initially written 
outside of the group, this time by Bridgers, 
is a crooning ballad whose lyrics pay close 
attention to detail in the true fashion of 
Bridgers’s style. 

The final single “True Blue,” primarily 
written by Dacus, highlights the soothing 
harmonies of the group and Dacus’s 

amorous lyrical themes. 
There is no doubt that “the record” will 

steal the show for music in 2023.
However, boygenius isn’t the 

only band that is back after a bit 
of a break and working on other 
projects.  

The National, an alternative 
band from Cincinnati, Ohio, just 
announced their new album “First 
Two Pages of Frankenstein” 
and have garnered widespread 
attention for its slew of 
collaborations.  Features include 
Taylor Swift on “The Alcott,” 
Bridgers on “This Isn’t Helping” 
and “Your Mind Is Not Your 
Friend” and Sufjan Stevens on 
“Once Upon a Poolside.” 

The album will be released 
on April 28, and the first single 
“Tropic Morning News” is out 

now. 
Aaron Dessner, founding member of 

The National, spent the last few years 
exploring collaborations with other artists, 
including the Grammy-winning “folklore” 
and Swift’s second pandemic album 
“evermore.” Dessner has also written and 
produced music with Girl in Red, Clairo 
and Gracie Abrams, solidifying himself as 
a musical force to be reckoned with.

Finally, for what might be my most 
anticipated record of the year, Lana del Rey 
will be releasing an album entitled “Did 
you know there’s a tunnel under Ocean 
Blvd” on March 24. The title track was 
released as a single on Dec. 7. 

The New York City native, whose most 
recent release was in 2021 with the album 
“Blue Banisters,” one of my personal 
favorites, has kept a low profile in the 
last few years. In fact, she made this most 
recent album announcement on her private 
Instagram account, which is named after 
her 2015 album “Honeymoon.” 

The forthcoming album will include 
features from many artists, but the one I’m 
looking forward to the most is “Margaret” 
featuring Bleachers, whose frontman, Jack 
Antonoff, produced del Rey’s Grammy-
nominated 2019 album “Norman F***ing 
Rockwell!” Antonoff has also produced 
with the likes of Clairo, Lorde and Taylor 
Swift, winning two Grammys with Swift 
on “1989” and “folklore.”

The Eastern Echo Podcast is back! 
New episodes released every Tuesday!

Scan the QR code to listen!E
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MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

4,719 fans filled the seats of the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center on Jan. 21, to 
witness the Eastern Michigan Eagles (4-15, 
1-5 MAC) take on the Huskies of Northern 
Illinois (7-12, 3-3 MAC). Saturday’s crowd 
ranks as the largest crowd the MAC and 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center has 
seen this season. 

Among those in attendance at 
Saturday’s game was EMU Hall of Fame 
head coach and three-time MAC Coach 
of the Year Ben Braun who served as an 
analyst for the ESPN3 broadcast. 

During his time as head coach, Braun 
helped the Eagles win three MAC regular 

season titles, three MAC tournament titles, 
and secured the Eagles a trip to the 1991 
NCAA Sweet 16.

Leading the Eagles in scoring were 
Noah Farrakhan and Tyson Acuff with a 
total of 44 points combined against NIU.

Farrakhan posted a season high of 26 
points, three steals, and recorded a career 
high eight rebounds off the bench for the 
Eagles.

Acuff, who has scored 10+ points 11 
times this year tallied 18 points and two 
steals against the Huskies.

Grad student Derek Ballard Jr. knocked 
down a three-pointer from the corner and 
had three rebounds, one steal, and one 
block for the green and white. 

Out the gate, the Eagles struggled to 

keep up with the Huskies trailing 50-31 
going into halftime. Unfortunately, the 
Eagles weren’t able to make a second half 
comeback as the Huskies continued to 
widen the gap during the second half.

Despite the effort from the Eagles’ 
defense forcing 13 turnovers and grabbing 
30 rebounds compared to Northern Illinois' 
28, and turning 11 of those rebounds into 
eight points the Eagles would ultimately 
lose 88-67. 

Next, the Eagles will face the University 
of Toledo Tuesday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. inside 
Savage Arena. Fans can watch the game 
live from home on CBS Sports Network.

For more in-depth game analysis, 
statistics, and sports related content tune 
into “TheBlockE” podcast weekly. 

EMU men's basketball game vs. NIU 
draws in record-breaking attendance 

AMINAH YESUF
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s basketball team were triumphant 
over Northern Illinois University, in 
overtime 66-61 after a three game losing 
streak inside the George Gervin Game 
Above Center on Jan 21. The overtime is 
the first one played for the girls since Feb. 
1, 2020 and first overtime win since Jan 17, 
2018 against Western Michigan, ending the 
six consecutive lost overtime games. 

The Eagles (10-7, 2-4) had three 
players score in double figures, the defense 
was a problem forcing 19 Northern Illinois 
turnovers while committing 15 which 
turned into 20 points for the Huskies. The 
Eagles started off strong with an 18-17 lead 
heading into the second quarter. It is the 
ninth time this season the team scored 15 or 
more points in the first quarter this season.

EMU couldn’t maintain the lead in the 
second quarter and entered halftime trailing 
26-24. The deficits continued to grow after 
halftime, and the Eagles encountered a 43-
38 disadvantage going to the fourth quarter. 
The Eagles narrowed its deficit to 49-45 
before going on a 7-0 run, finished off by 
sophomore Austin’s layup to lead 52- 49 
with 5:57 to go into the fourth. 

The Huskies fought back to even things 
at 57-57 and sent the game to overtime. The 
Eagles took advantage of its opportunities 
in the post, scoring 10 of its 19 points in 
the paint. NIU then took a 61-59 advantage 
with 29 seconds left in overtime before 
EMU took back the leas with a 7-0 run 
to score 66-61 with 10 seconds to go, the 
score held for the rest of the game.

Sophomore, Lachelle Austin led for the 
eagles with a career-high 23 points and six 
rebounds. Junior, Skanes Ce’Nara added 
17 points, eight rebounds, and five steals. 
She recoded a career – high topping her 
previous three steals done on four different 
occasions. It’s the fifth time this season she 
recorded multiple steals in a game. Senior, 
Irekpitan Ozzy-Momodu scored 11 points 
and five rebounds. It is the fifth time this 
season she has scored double digits points 
in a game. 

Sophomore, Tayra Eke blocked two 
shots. It is the 11th time this season that 
she recorded multiple blocks in a game. 
Eastern Michigan as a team scored 20 
points off of turnovers (30% of EMU's 
scoring). The Eagles outscored NIU on 
points off turnovers with a 20-4 margin.

The Eagles will travel west to face 
Broncos of Western Michigan University, 
Wednesday, Jan 25. The game is scheduled 
to begin at 7pm. 

EMU women's basketball 
team ends losing streak 
in overtime victory, 66-61

ALL PHOTOS BY JAYLA FORD

CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s basketball team was in Kent, OH 
on Wednesday, Jan 18 where the Eagles fell 

to Kent State 79-66 inside of the M.A.C 
Center, despite senior Irekpitan Ozzy-
Momodu leading all scorers with 22 points 

which is a new high at EMU for 
the center. 

Ozzy-Momodu shot an 
efficient 78.6 percent on 11 for 14 
from the floor while also grabbing 
six rebounds off the glass and 
recording two steals. 

Sophomore guard Lachelle 
Austin was the other Eagle to 
score in the double-digits with 
10 points while collecting five 
rebounds of her own and grabbing 
three steals. 

Finally, the versatile junior 
Ce’Nara Skanes put her imprint 
in the game with seven points, 
a game-high eight boards, and 
dished out five assists.

A slow start and four turnovers 
in the first quarter of play set the 
Eagles behind by a margin of 
14 points until freshmen Olivia 
Smith converted, the and-one, 
three-point play on a lay-up and 
the free throw to bring EMU 

within 11 and the score to 24-13. 
The Eagles played much better 

defensively in the second quarter and 
held the Golden Flashes to just 14 points 

compared to the 24 in the first quarter. 
EMU even worked the deficit down to just 
six points until Kent State’s leading scorer 
freshman Corynne Hauser hit a buzzer-
beating three to end the first half and extend 
the Golden Flashes’ lead to 38-29.

Coming out of the break the momentum 
would stay with Kent State as the team 
would stretch the lead to 15 early in the 
third quarter of play. EMU would buckle 
down on defense at this point and the Eagles 
prevented the Golden Flashes from scoring 
for nearly three minutes of gameplay and 
chipped away offensively until the game 
was with five points and EMU only trailed 
46-41. Kent State would cancel out this 
effort and rebuild the team’s double-digit 
lead as the game progressed into the final 
quarter. 

In the fourth, the Eagles would face 
their largest deficit of the evening as Kent 
State enjoyed a 19-point lead with 7:15 left 
on the game clock. EMU and specifically 
Ozzy-Momudu wouldn’t go away silently 
as the games leading scorer scored eight 
consecutive points for the Eagles which 
would help the team experience a 6-0 run 
and cut Kent State's advantage to 11. That’s 
about as close as EMU could get before 
ultimately falling to Kent State 79-66.

Ozzy-Momodu finishes 
with game-high 22 points

CHANDLER DONCKERS
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan 
University men’s 
basketball team (4-14, 
1-4 MAC) played host 
to the Kent State Golden 
Flashes (15-3, 5-0 MAC) 
on Tuesday, Jan. 17 for 
the teams’ first meeting 
of the season. Despite 
three Eagles earning 
double-digit points, the 
team fell 63-77 inside 
the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center. 

After losing to Akron 
University (12-6, 4-1 
MAC) on Friday, Jan. 
13, this extended a three-
game losing streak for the 
home team and in turn, 
gave the Golden Flashes 
their ninth straight win. 

With 24 points and six rebounds, 
sophomore Emoni Bates led the team 
in scoring. He was followed by fellow 

sophomores Tyson Acuff with 12 points 
and Yusuf Jihad with 11 points.

The Eagles saw their first and only 
lead of the game with 
3:44 to go in the first 
half, following an eight-
point run to go up 28-27. 
However, by halftime, 
the Golden Flashes were 
back in front, 38-33. To 
start the second half, 
Kent State started to 
run away with it as they 
extended their lead to 61-
46 before EMU would go 
on a 6-0 run to give them 
hope and put the score at 
61-52 with 6:07 left to 
play. The Eagles couldn’t 
quite fight back though 
as Kent State remained 
with their advantage the 
rest of the way to defeat 
EMU, 77-63

3 Eagles earn double-digit points in men’s 
basketball game against Kent State

PHOTOS BY ISRAEL MILLER
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MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Freshman Olivia Fields, cheerleader 
and student at Eastern Michigan University, 
has amassed over 2.4 million views on a 
recent TikTok filmed at a recent men’s 
basketball game.

Fields, who is studying business at 
EMU, has been cheering since she was 
eight years old.

“Cheerleading brings me to a serene 
state of mind and makes me feel very 
happy,” Fields said. 

Following in the footsteps of her older 
sister, Fields decided to enroll at EMU this 
past fall. It was the encouragement of her 
friends, family, and former coaches that led 
her to try out for EMU’s cheer program.    
One of those family members is her mother 
Dr. Doris Fields, Interim Chief Diversity 
Officer at EMU. 

“My mom tries to come to every game 
even if she has to come alone. I think she’s 
only missed one game throughout my 
entire cheerleading career,” Fields said.

Fields shared that what she loves most 
about being a part of EMU’s cheer team is 
the effort and desire to improve from all of 

her teammates. 
"I haven’t been on a team like this before. 

It’s very motivating and encouraging to be 
around,” Fields said. 

Between lectures, cheer practice, and 6 
a.m. lifts, Fields always finds herself busy 
but never too busy to post a TikTok or two 
here and there. 

Unexpectedly, the 19-year-old caught 
the eyes of many on TikTok after she 
posted a video of her tumbling. 

"This wasn’t my first TikTok to hit over 
1 million views, but I was shocked to see 
the views keep going up,” Fields said. 

Some users, concerned about the safety 
of tumbling with long hair, commented 
“Please be careful” and “Risky,” while 
other comments admired the strength it 
takes to complete a difficult tumbling pass 
with long hair. 

“I’ve been flipping with braids for a 
long time, so I know how to maneuver with 
them,” Fields said. “A lot of people don’t 
know that you can see what you’re doing, 
so when I was flipping I could see my hair 
going straight back.”  

To see more of Fields and to follow her 
along her collegiate cheer journey, you can 
follow her on TikTok @vdabratttt. 

From tumbling to trending: 
EMU cheerleader gains 2.4 
million views on TikTok video

AMINAH YESUF
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
gymnastics team jumped into their 2023 
season at the Arizona State University 
Triangular in Tempe, Ariz. on Friday, Jan. 
13. The Eagles produced a 192.150 final 
team score, finishing in third place behind 
Arizona State and UC Davis. 

The Eagles started on the floor and 
earned their best event score of the night, 
scoring 48.525. Senior Hadyn Crossen and 

Junior Raisa Boris both tied for fifth place 
overall scoring a 9.775, leading the event 
for the team on the floor. Boris competed in 
all of the events in the season opener. 

The second rotation saw the team’s 
lowest event score of the night, finishing 
with a 47.800 on vault. Senior Molly Parris 
scored 9.725 on the apparatus for the top 
score among the Eagles. 

The third rotation consisted of bars 
where the Eagles saw Boris recording 
EMU’s top meet score for fourth place in 
the event, scoring a 9.850. Freshman Kyrie 
Lowe made her collegiate debut for the 

Eagles on bars tying for ninth place overall 
in the event with a 9.775 score. 

The last event was finished on the 
beam where EMU produced a 48.00 event 
score. Sophomore Cassie Bergin made 
her collegiate debut on the beam scoring a 
9.625 and fellow sophomore Ella Chemotti 
topped the squad on the apparatus as she 
recorded a 9.850 to win the event. 

On Jan. 20 in an Iowa tournament, the 
Eagles finished third again, just half a point 
short of leader Iowa State and a tenth of a 
point behind center UC Davis. 

EMU gymnastics places third in season opener

DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University’s 
men’s and women’s indoor track and 
field teams competed in two events on 
Saturday, Jan.14, one at the Falcon Early 
Bird Invitational in Bowling Green, Ohio, 
and the other at The Michigan Invitational 
in Ann Arbor. 

At Bowling Green State University's 
event, both EMU teams finished second in 
the team standing. The women’s team fell 
short of BGSU while the men’s scored 109 
to place second to the University at Buffalo 
who finished with 121.

EMU saw seven top-five finishes across 
eight different events at the Michigan 
Invitational. Senior Baldvin Magnusson 
finished in fifth with a time of 3:59.06, 
beating the previous meet record in the 
1-mile event. Magnusson’s time in the meet 
is good for an Icelandic National Record. 

In Ohio, EMU had junior Kilani 
Harvey, senior Angel Gazaway, and 
graduate student Mair Edwards all finish 
on top. Harvey took a first-place finish with 
a time of 7:55 seconds in the 60m, which 
was a personal best. Gazaway placed first 
in the 200m and in the 60m hurdles with a 
time of 8.63 seconds, while Edwards won 
the 400m with a time of 56.0 seconds.

Junior Yvan Lopes Riberio finished 
with a personal best in the 60m hurdles 
with a time of 7.79. His time goes down 
as the seventh-best personal time in EMU 
history, placing him top 10 among all 
NCAA performers this season. Riberio 
was also victorious in the long jump with 
a 7.43m mark, which was the eighth-best 
mark in EMU track and field history. 

Senior Almighty Williamson finished 
with a personal best as well in the 
preliminary round of the 60m hurdles as his 
7.84-second mark etched for ninth all-time 
while graduate student Newlyn Stephenson 

took first place with his 22.10m hurl in the 
weight throw. Stephenson gave EMU its 
second top-10 NCAA performance of the 
season. 

Sophomore Brendan Hill was also a 
winner, as he jumped 2.08m in the high 
jump while junior Callum Robinson 
recorded a 21.72 time to win in the 200m 
race. 

Next up, the EMU men's and women's 
track and field teams will compete at the 
University of New Mexico's Team Open 
on Jan. 27 and 28. 

EMU track and field teams cap off good 
day in Bowling Green and Ann Arbor 

The
Block 
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Tune in for commentary and an 
overview of all things sports 
at EMU, hosted by Sports Editor 

Blake McQueary and co-hosts
Pritish Kokate and Cody Almasy. 

New episodes 
weekly! 

Check it out 
using the QR 

code!


