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JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

Not only did the University of 
Michigan dominate over Iowa 42-3 in 
the Big Ten Championship, but Eastern 
Michigan University sophomore Synene 
Maria Abukaram won $100,000 in tuition 
scholarships at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on Dec. 4. 

Abukaram participated in a halftime 
competition sponsored by Dr. Pepper where 
participants have to throw as many footballs 
into a target as they can within 30 seconds. 
Abukaram won the competition with 14 
made targets. She went up against two other 
students, one from Harvard and one from 

University of St. Joseph.
It seemed that Abukuram’s winning 

strategy was to throw the football in chest 
pass manner into the target. This way of 
passing is much more effective when aiming 
for the target rather than a one-handed throw, 
according to officials.

In order to be entered into the Dr. Pepper 
tuition giveaway participants had to make a 
submission video about why they should be 
selected to participate in the competition. 
In Abukuram’s video she made on TikTok, 
she explained that she is the oldest of five 
siblings and is majoring in athletic training. 
She aspires to become an athletic trainer for 
the Indianapolis Colts because that is both 
her and her father’s favorite NFL team.

Abukuram is also a coxswain for the 
women’s rowing team at EMU. A coxswain 
is the steersman of a race boat, and also tells 
the rowers different commands they need to 
complete when rowing the boat.

“I come from a super long line of really 
powerful women,” Abukaram said in her 
submission video.

She then went on to explain all the 
successful women in her life. Her great 
grandmother didn’t become a doctor until she 
was 50-years-old. Abukaram’s Sitto came 
from overseas to become a counselor. Her 
Abuelita supported the young wives of U.S. 
deployed soldiers. She also mentioned her 
mother runs half marathons in her free time 
and works for an interesting tech company.

Abukaram gains reward after winning Big 
Ten Championship halftime competition.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GRACIE THOMPSON
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT AND MEMBER OF THE ROWING TEAM SYNENE MARIA ABUKARAM WON $100,000 
ON DEC. 4 AFTER PARTICIPATING IN A DR. PEPPER TUITION EVENT (PHOTO COURTESY OF GRACIE THOMPSON).

EMU Department 
of Public Safety 
investigating 
Science Complex 
fire as suspected 
arson 

MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
Department of Public Safety and State Fire 
Marshall are investigating a fire in an empty 
computer lab at the Mark Jefferson Science 
Complex on Tuesday, Nov. 30, as suspected 
arson. 

The cause of the fire is considered 
“suspicious in nature,“ according to EMU. 

The Science Complex building will 
reopen for classes Monday, Dec. 6, but the 
computer lab, room 152, will remain closed 
for the rest of the semester, according to 
EMU. Students will be notified of their new 
classroom location through email. 

The fire was contained to a single 
computer, according to EMU. 

The Ypsilanti Fire Department and EMU 
Department of Public Safety responded to 
the fire in room 152 on Tuesday afternoon, 
and no injuries were reported. The sprinkler 
system was activated, and the building was 
evacuated. 

The EMU Department of Public Safety 
is asking for anyone with additional 
information, pictures, or videos to contact 
Detective Sergeant Shana Thompson at 734-
487-2882.

The Secret Santa Society 
of Ypsilanti spreads holiday 
cheer throughout community
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

The Secret Santa Society of Ypsilanti 
is a philanthropic group of volunteers that 
collect donations and deliver wrapped gifts 
to Ypsilanti families on Christmas Eve. 

Jessica Ashmore, founder of the Secret 
Santa Society of Ypsilanti, started the 
program in 2018. Ashmore was inspired to 
start Secret Santa because she is a caseworker 
for the juvenile court, which allows her to 
work directly with many families throughout 
Ypsilanti. 

Ashmore said that through her work, she 
has seen first-hand how families struggle 
to afford living expenses and additional 
household needs, like Christmas presents. 

"When you are making sure you are 
putting food on the table, it can be really 
difficult to figure out how to put gifts under 
the tree,” Ashmore said. 

In 2018, Ashmore had an interaction 
with a young boy who said that Santa was 
not coming when asked what he wanted for 
Christmas. 

“I was haunted by how a little one could 
reconcile such a thing and then had to watch 
as the world celebrated,“ Ashmore said. "I 
also knew his circumstance and could see 
where it was not feasible for his household. 
That year my family went out and bought 
a number of gifts for the whole household, 
meals and cleaning supplies, and delivered 
them to porches late Christmas Eve so 
the little ones would be surprised in the 
morning.”

The Secret Santa Society of Ypsilanti is 
run by hundreds of volunteers and donors 
every year. Ashmore said the volunteers 
consist of gift-buying teams, wrappers, 
and deliverers, who she calls “wonderfully 
generous.” 

"So maybe [Santa’s] not flying through 
the sky on a sleigh pulled by reindeer, but 
he is alive and well in this little town called 
Ypsilanti, where literally hundreds of people 
show up every year to show that they truly 
care,” Ashmore said. 

Ashmore’s initiative has grown steadily 
since its start in 2018. They supported four 
families the first year, and it grew to 24 
families in 2019 and 53 families in 2020. 
This year, Ashmore and her team of over 
300 volunteers and donors plan to support 71 
families.

“Eight days before Christmas, in 2019, I 
woke up and asked my husband to design me 

a logo,“ Ashmore said. "I then put an appeal 
out on social media to see if others would 
be interested in joining me. It felt like the 
whole world showed up, and in 8 days, we 
supported 24 families. In 2020, in the middle 
of a global pandemic and operating out of a 
storage unit, we supported 53 families with 
over 200 people combined. This year the 
Michigan Firehouse Museum in downtown 
Ypsilanti has very generously donated the 
use of their lower-level for this program for 
the month of December. This has allowed 
me to expand operations and the number of 
families served.”

Ashmore lives in Ypsilanti and wants 
to give back to the community, as well as 
support the local economy. 

“This city has my whole heart,“ Ashmore 
said. "I work very closely with all of the area 
schools, and our referrals come from school 
staff and/or community agencies working 
with our families in a professional capacity."

Ashmore also hopes that The Secret Santa 
Society will expand into other communities. 

“I hope that a program like this catches 
on in many communities and am more than 
happy to share our process,“ Ashmore said. 
“Had all of these people not shown up in 
countless ways each year, I would have just 
been another person with an idea. It took the 
community to make this happen, and they 
surely do.”

Secret Santa is currently accepting 
donations, including bedding, winter wear, 
kitchen supplies, clothing, and fun items, 
like toys. 

“I hope that it's truly magical for them 
to have all of these carefully and lovingly 
selected items show up on their porch late 
Christmas Eve, where the whole household 
gets to share in that childhood sentiment that 
was 'Santa,‘“ Ashmore said. 

Gift donations can be taken to Michigan 
Firehouse Museum at 110 W. Cross Street 
on Saturdays and Sundays from Dec. 14 
through Dec. 18, noon to 3 p.m. 

“Anyone who is interested in supporting 
this effort can: join a gift-buying team, donate 
gifts that we can select which family to give 
to, donate financially, shop from our local 
business gift registry, purchase personal care 
items from our Amazon wish list, volunteer 
their time and/or share about us on social 
media and help spread the word,“ Ashmore 
said. 

Those interested in learning more about 
The Secret Santa Society of Ypsilanti can 
find them on Facebook and their website.

Holiday-themed events for
families and friends in Ypsilanti

TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Looking for a holiday event in Ypsilanti 
this December? From holiday markets to 
crafting activities and musical performances, 
there are a variety of fun activities for people 
of all ages to enjoy.

First Fridays Ypsilanti - December 2021
First Fridays Ypsilanti presents its 

monthly arts and culture walk that connects 
local artists and businesses to host free 
events. This event will feature enterprises 
hosting artists, pop-ups, live entertainment, 
shopping specials, and more. This is the 
last First Fridays event of the season, held 
on Friday, Dec. 3, beginning at 5 p.m. This 
event is free to the public.

Downtown Ypsilanti Tree Lighting at 
Library Plaza - Cancelled

Ypsilanti Symphony Orchestra “A New 
World Holiday” Concert

Music Director Adam C. Riccinto and 
the Ypsilanti Symphony Orchestra will 
showcase a “New World Holiday” at the 
Lincoln High School Performing Arts 
Center on Sunday, Dec. 5 at 3:30 p.m. This 
is a family-friendly holiday concert featuring 
Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9, “From the 
New World,” accompanied by A Christmas 
Festival by Leroy Anderson, and music 
from the film The Polar Express. A unique 
rendition musical version of ‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas will also be shown. Tickets 
can be purchased at https://a2tix.com/.

Artisan Holiday Market Night
Stone & Spoon will host an Artisan 

Holiday Market Friday, Dec. 10, in the 
gallery above the store from 5 to 7 p.m, 
located at 110 W. Michigan Ave. The holiday 
market features the works of five local 
artists. In addition, handmade goods such as 
tiny artwork, macrame pieces, hand-crafted 
pieces, earrings through woodworking, and 
nature and spirituality-inspired gifts will be 
available for purchase. Masks are required 
for this event.

Boylesque Presents: Drag Bingo with 
Trinity K. Bonet

Join Boylesque Drag and Ru Paul’s 
Drag Race All-Star Trinity K. Bonet in this 
18+ only event at Aubree’s Saloon/Sticks 
on Saturday, Dec. 11, from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Limited tickets include three games of bingo 
and performances. Table service will also 
be available for an additional charge. This 
event costs $30 to attend, and a portion of the 
proceeds will go directly to Coats for Kids.

Holiday Candlelight Concert
The Holiday Candlelight Concert titled 

"Alleluia" consists of EMU students, EMU 
faculty, and Ypsilanti and community 
members creating a music collection amid 
the season’s celebration. Music featured is 
composed of chorus, trumpet, guitar, and 
modern dance. This event will be hosted in 
Pease Auditorium on Saturday, Dec. 11, from 
7:30- 8:45 p.m. This is a development event 
for the EMU choral department to help raise 
funds for choral students. Tickets are required 
to attend and can be found at eventbrite.com.

Holiday Open House
A community Holiday Open House will 

take place on Saturday, Dec. 12. The event 
will be located at The Riverside Arts Center, 
where the community can shop artisan goods, 
take pictures with live reindeer, snack from 
food trucks, and purchase new Christmas 
wreaths. There will also be children’s make 
and take activities and gingerbread houses. 
The event will also receive a visit from the 
Ypsilanti Police Department. This event 
is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is free to the 
public.

Ypsilanti Holiday Extravaganza 
Community organizers have planned the 

first annual Ypsilanti Holiday Extravaganza. 
On Dec. 18 and 19, the event will host craft 
vendors, makers, holiday cookie bakers, 
and more. The items sold are homemade 
products created by more than 30 Ypsilanti-
based artisans. The event will be held at the 
Ypsilanti Freighthouse in Depot Town with 
live music from the Ypsilanti Community 
High School Choir and Holmes Blue 
Grizzlies Choir. The event is open from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 18, and noon 
to 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 19, and is free to 
attend.

EMU's College of Arts and Sciences 
illuminates Detroit during 2021-
2022 academic year 

DANIEL MAGRISSO
NEWS REPORTER

The College of Arts and Sciences at 
Eastern Michigan University has launched 
a Detroit theme year to highlight the ways 
that the arts, humanities, social sciences and 
natural sciences can add to understanding of 
the city. 

The college and its programs will host 
more than 30 events throughout the 2021-
2022 academic year, all of which explore and 
reveal the history of Detroit.

This year will mark the first year that the 
College of Arts and Sciences has designed 
and created a theme year, which includes 
presentations, performances, exhibits, 
discussions, workshops, excursions and 
movie showings; all events are free to the 
public. 

The keynote speaker for the year, Kevin 
Boyle, is a 2021-2022 McAndless Scholar, 
William Smith Mason professor of American 
History at Northwestern University and 
a Detroit native. Boyle has already given 
four keynote presentations and student 
workshops which will continue into 2022. 
He is currently working with Netflix who 
purchased the rights to his book "Arc of 
Justice" to create a movie adaption. 

“This is the first time that we’ve done a 
theme year, and it’s something that we’ve 
been wanting to do for a while and hope to 
continue doing,” James Egge, professor of 

history at EMU said. “We were thinking 
of how we could encourage students and 
faculty of other departments to come to 
professor Boyle’s talks and participate and it 
occurred to us that we might want to have a 
theme year.”

The vision that Egge had for the theme 
year was to create something truly inclusive 
across the various disciplines and programs 
involved, as well as to tap into the deep 
well of history and change that are found in 
Detroit.   

“We want to make sure that we come up 
with topics that math and computer science 
and physics can speak to as well, and I think 
we’ve started to get some of that,” Egge 
said. “For example we had a great talk from 
the Chemistry department, Professor Gavin 
Edwards, talking about pollution in Detroit.” 

The theme year has held lectures and 
workshops with professors ranging from 
science, history, and the arts and covering 
topics ranging from pollution in the city, 
community policing, and the effects of 
property tax in the city. EMU marching 
band has performed a tribute to the music 
of Motown twice, playing a medley of the 
label’s iconic songs. 

More information about upcoming 
events, as well as a blog covering current 
and past events can be found at https://sites.
google.com/emich.edu/detroitcas21-22/
events. 

PHOTO COURTESY BY CARMEN CHENG
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AARON HUGHES
SPORTS REPORTER

Throughout his life, Virgil Abloh touched 
many different forms of art and styles. He 
was known for his impact in the fashion 
industry with brands like Off White and 
Pyrex. In the music industry we owe Abloh 
thanks for his close work with rapper Kanye 
West and his forward thinking album art. 

It is almost impossible to not have 
heard of the esteemed Virgil Abloh and his 
incredible design work. From his popular 
urban fashion to his collaborative art work, 
Virgil has played a large role in the history of 
rap music. Here are just a few of his notable 
work’s:

Music lovers were first introduced to 
Abloh when Kanye West released “My 
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy”. The album 
cover, like many others, was made by Abloh 

himself. Other album covers he was credited 
for include Kanye West and JAY-Z’s “Watch 
the Throne,“ ASAP Rocky’s “Long.Live.
ASAP”,“ Lil Wayne’s “I Am Not a Human 
Being II,“  Theophilus London’s “Vibes,” Lil 
Uzi Vert’s “Luv Is Rage 2,”, and more.

In addition to Abloh’s artistic leadership, 
he was known for his work as a DJ. His work 
as a DJ started as far back as the 90’s when 
he was a teenager and continued even as his 
fashion career progressed. Abloh played at 
plenty of well known events like Camp Flog 
Gnaw, Tomorrowland, Coachella and more. 
There were plenty of times where he would 
use this opportunity to preview well known 
artists’ songs, for instance the video below 
showcases a Swedish House Mafia and 
A$AP Rocky collaboration. 

His artistic style was also put to use in 
a plethora of music videos that have caught 
millions of streams. Videos like A$AP 

Rocky’s “Fashion Killa” and Lil Uzi Vert 
“XO Tour Life” led him to working on this 
type of artistry even more. Abloh, along 
with his team at Off-White, started the 
International Rap Video Production Studio. 
The very first video that was released was 
“Shake the Room” by the late Pop Smoke ft 
Quavo.

These are just a few of the 
accomplishments that Abloh is accredited 
to in the music industry. This does not even 
count his ability to merge the rap community 
with high fashion which so many young 
artists owe to him. Abloh was near and 
dear to many of our favorite artists and was 
a driving force in many of their creative 
endeavors. His work will live on forever 
and this is one of the many tough losses that 
music and art has had over the years.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALEX HANEY

Opinion: Virgil Abloh Was 
a Man of Many Talents 

Review: Netflix's 
‘Elves’ is an eerie 
Christmas series 
to check out
MARIE WHITE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

A few weeks ago I was scrolling through 
Netflix’s coming soon tab and I came across 
“Elves". I'm not the biggest fan of Christmas 
movies but I do love horror movies, so when 
I saw a Christmas horror series I knew I had 
to watch it. The plot seemed very intriguing 
so I thought I would give it a shot. As with 
all my reviews, there will be some major plot 
points discussed and some spoilers, so reader 
beware. Buckle up and get ready to examine 
"Elves”.

Synopsis 
A teenage girl and her family go to a 

remote island, Aarmand, for a Christmas 
vacation. They discover that not all things 
are what they seem and end up disturbing 
something on the island with their presence. 

What I Loved
From the beginning of the show, I knew 

it was going to be eerie. I thought it would 
maybe be a Christmas film with some 
scary aspects but it was the opposite. In the 
opening scene I get this super creepy energy 
from everything happening -- a sacrifice and 
an alter of sorts in the middle of the woods. 
A movie I’d relate this series to would be 
"Midsommar”, one of my favorite horror 
films, they both have this ‘cult’ aspect to 
them and some very ritualistic things occur. 
This series isn’t terrifying by any means, 
but is something to have fun with while 
watching.

The series is set in only on the island but 

it doesn't feel stagnant in terms of location. 
It felt like I was constantly going from one 
place to another and it makes the island feels 
huge. I love that the woods are the main 
source of this fear but also the connection to 
what is causing the fear for the protagonist. 
This connection is really shown in the setting 
and by the way the characters interact with 
the things around them. 

I really loved how everything looked in 
this series, it made the island truly look like 
this small island community. From the small 
shops to the fence around the woods and even 
the place the family rents, gives this show a 
very folk-like vibe that was fun to see.

What I Didn't Love
This can be seen as both a positive and a 

negative depending on what you’re looking 
for, but the series is extremely short. There 
are only six episodes that clock in around 
25 minutes each which is fine for some 
people. Personally, I wish there was more in 
general when it came to the island’s lore and 
character details. I'm always someone who is 
greedy for more content in anything I watch 
because I love the details and it just didn't 
give me everything I wanted. I would keep 
asking myself, who, what, why? And then 
the episode would just end.

I didn't like the character development. 
This plays into the length of the series 
but I feel like I didn't get enough time to 
truly understand the characters. Our main 
character Jose and her family are our 
protagonists but you are not supposed to like 
them. I know it sounds weird but they come 
to this beautiful island and don't follow the 

Review: "The Anomaly" 
by Hervé Le Tellier

PIPER COE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Originally published in French on Aug 
20, 2020, Hervé Le Tellier’s “The Anomaly” 
received an English translation by Adriana 
Hunter on Nov 23, 2021. The novel is the 
recipient of the Goncourt prize and is a blend 
of science fiction, mystery and romance. 

“The Anomaly” follows passengers 
aboard a flight from Paris to New York 
that, after experiencing extreme turbulence, 
emerges on the other side of the clouds and 
lands in the United States where, months 
earlier, the same plane with the same people 
aboard had already landed. 

Shifting between before and after the 
discovery of their doppelgängers the book 
primarily follows Blake, a family man 
who doubles as a contract killer, Slimboy a 
closeted Nigerian popstar, Joanna a lawyer 
pressured to work for a Big Pharma client, 
Victor a “meta” writer who on the cusp 
of worldwide recognition writes “The 
Anomaly” and André a hopelessly in love 
aging architect. 

The second plane’s existence is an 
anomaly that the United States Government 
struggles to explain. The world’s scientists, 
mathematicians, philosophers, religious 
groups and even the people aboard the 
flight, along with their clones, have just one 
question: what does it even mean to exist?

Le Tellier is a mathematician and a 
member of the experimental writing group 
Oulipo. Consequently, his novel is heavily 
influenced by questions of simulation 
probabilities, morality, space and time. Split 
into three parts, the last two explore how 
people would react if confronted with the 
idea that their existence—or rather, what 
they perceive to be their existence— was a 
falsity. The novel is steeped in metaphysics 
and as a result tends to feel heavy at times. 
The flowing prose and pockets of satirical, 
comedic moments, make up for this weight 
though. 

Although science fiction is not a genre 
I typically read, “The Anomaly” was just 
the right amount of science, mystery and 
speculative fiction to keep me interested. The 
concept of alternate realities and simulations 
is not new; despite this, I think Le Tellier 
successfully crafts a narrative fraught with 
anxieties that challenges what we believe 
our true purpose on earth might be. The 
plot is intriguing, and although it asks more 
questions than gives answers, it manages to 
conclude in a bleak but satisfying way. 

Hervé Le Tellier leaves it to the reader to 
answer the age-old question of why we exist, 
an anomaly in and of itself. 

I would give “The Anomaly” 3 out of 5 
stars. 

PHOTO COURTESY BY SMITH AND SON
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 570 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough
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It is time to bowl for 
the EMU football team 

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan Eagles are going 
bowling.

The Eastern Michigan University 
football team (7-5, 4-4 MAC) will play 
against Liberty University (7-5) in the 23rd 
annual LendingTree Bowl on Saturday, Dec. 
18, at Hancock Whitney Stadium in Mobile, 
and Ala. Kickoff will be at 5:45 p.m. Those 
wishing to watch can catch the action on 
ESPN. 

This will mark the second meeting 
between Eastern Michigan and Liberty. The 
last time the two met was on Oct. 14, 1989, 
when Liberty pulled off a stellar 25-24 upset 
on Eastern Michigan at Rynearson Stadium. 
That was when Liberty was still a member 
of the Football Championship Subdivision 
ranks (FCS). 

It will be the fourth time in the last six 
seasons that the Eagles will appear in a bowl 
game. It is also the third consecutive season 

that Eastern Michigan has earned bowl 
eligibility. 

The past three postseason appearances 
for the Eagles have been quite hectic. In the 
2016 Bahamas Bowl, the Eagles fell short, 
24-20, to Old Dominion. In 2018 Georgia 
Southern produced a heartbreak with a game-
winning field goal to beat Eastern Michigan, 
23-21, at the Camellia Bowl. Most recently, 
Pittsburgh came back with 47 seconds left to 
defeat Eastern Michigan, 34-30, in the 2019 
Quick Lane Bowl at Ford Field. 

This season will be the first appearance of 
Eastern Michigan in the LendingTree Bowl, 
but also the first appearance of a new bowl; 
the Hawaii Bowl. 

According to Wilton Jackson from Sports 
Illustrated and the NCAA, this year the 
NCAA announced that they will add a one-
time replacement bowl game for this year’s 
bowl season. This came after the Division 
I Football Oversight Committee approved 
a request to waive the April 1 bowl game 
certification application.

Prior to the Committee's vote, the bowl 
system consisted of 41 games with 82 teams 
to fill all necessary spots. This year's bowl 
season will now include 42 games and allow 
for all 84 bowl-eligible teams to participate. 

The San Francisco Bowl usually is a 
matchup between the Pac-12 and the Big 
Ten, but this year they told the NCAA they 
will not hold a bowl game. That decision 
prompted Conference USA (C-USA), the 
Mid-American Conference (MAC) and the 
Mountain West Conference (MWC) to push 
the committee to make adjustments to the 
bowl system. 

The new change will allow Hawaii to 
play in the Hawaii Bowl against Memphis. 

Tickets for the LendingTree Bowl will 
be available on Monday, Dec. 6, at 8:30 
a.m. Tickets can be ordered online through 
EMUEagles.com or by calling 734-487-
3669. 

For more information on the Eastern 
Michigan football team and their bowl game, 
visit EMUEagles.com. 

Seven EMU football athletes 
place on All-Mid American 
Conference Teams
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

Seven Eastern Michigan University 
football players were named to All-Mid 
American Conference Teams on Wednesday, 
Dec. 1. 

This is the sixth consecutive year that 
Eastern Michigan football has had at least 
seven athletes receive this award. This year's 
awards are tied for eighth most in program 
history, along with the EMU teams from 
1995, 2019, and 2020, according to EMU 
athletics.

Offensive lineman Sidy Sow received 
First Team Offense honors, as wide receiver 
Hassan Beydoun and placekicker Chad 
Ryland received Second Team Offense 
honors. Punter Jake Julien was awarded 
Second Team Defense. Offensive lineman 
Brian Dooley and Tight End Thomas 
Odukoya were honored a place in the Third 
Team Offense. Lastly, Down Lineman Jose 
Ramirez stands in the Third Team Defense.

Sow was also selected first-team 
Preseason All-MAC by Phil Steele’s College 
Football Preview and grabbed second-
team accolades from Athlon Sports. This 

is the second time Sow has received All-
Mac accolades in his career. Sow was a 
huge contribution to the Eastern Michigan 
Offensive line, helping the Eagles score a 
total of 372 points with 46 touchdowns, 15 
field goals, and 45 extra points. 

Beydoun has also been a great help to 
the Eagles, recording three games with 10+ 
catches this season. After this season, he 
now has seven games with 100+ receiving 
yards at EMU. He is one of three players to 
accomplish this in program history, along 
with Eric Deslauriers (14 total) and Kevin 
Walter (12 total). He received third team 
offense in 2020, awarded one of the nation’s 
best former walk-ons, and is one of this 
year’s nominees for the Burlsworth Trophy.

Ryland had an amazing year, working his 
way to the No. 1 overall spot on the EMU all-
time scoring list in 2021. He collected a total 
of 301 points this season and passed former 
Eagle Andrew Wellock (2003-07) for the 
most points scored in program history. He 
already holds the program’s all time records 
in PAT attempts (142), PAT makes (138), and 
longest field goal (55 yards). Ryland also 
completed five field goals against Western 
Michigan, which is also the most completed 
in a single game in program history.

Julien averaged 44.0 yards per kick, 
which is the best in EMU history. He 
collected 9,494 yards on just 216 tries. In 
53 career games, he completed 50 kicks 
that were 50-or-more yards, with 69 placed 
within the 20-yard line.

Dooley is one of the offensive line’s most 
versatile athletes, who was a big contribution 
to the success in rushing attacks. Rushing 
averaged better than 115 yards per game, 
allowing 25 of the 44 offensive touchdowns 
from the rushing bunch. The offensive line 
has also converted 42 percent of third down 
tries and 52 percent of fourth down tries.

Team Captain Odukoya and his leadership 
led him to an impressive senior year and his 
first All-MAC honors. He is a multiple-time 
watchlist honoree for the Campbell Trophy, 
Wuerffel Trophy, and Mackey Award. 
Odukoya had 12 receptions and 115 yards 
this season.

This will be Ramirez’ third team honors, 
who was a key factor in Eastern Michigan’s 
defensive line this season. He is third on the 
team with 59 tackles this season and leads 
with 10.5 tackles for loss. Ramirez has also 
forced three fumbles this season, leading the 
team.

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan Eagles Men's 
basketball team (2-5, 0-0 MAC) traveled to 
San Diego, California to face off against UC 
San Diego (5-2, 0-0 Big West) on Dec. 2. The 
Eagles fell short, 83-74, to the Tritons. 

The loss to the Triton’s records the 
Eagle’s fifth loss of the season. 

Eastern Michigan went on a 6-0 run with 
6 minutes left in the half after being down 
25-24. Despite a 10 point attribution from 
freshman Colin Golson Jr. and a late scoring 
effort from from senior Monty Scott to take 
the lead, the Eagles would enter halftime 
down 40-39. 

The Eagles were hot in the first half, as 
they hit their first four shots of the game 
and finished the half shooting 56% from the 
field. Before the game at UC San Diego, the 
Eagles had opened just two of its first six 
games with a made basket.

After halftime, UC San Diego stretched 
the lead, creating a 52-43 advantage over 
Eastern Michigan. A 6-0 run for the Eagles 
cut the lead to 3 with a little over 10 minutes 
left to play. The Tritons quickly answered 

back with a run of their own, outscoring 
the Eagles for the rest of the matchup. The 
Tritons secured an 83-74 win over the Eagles. 

Senior Monty Scott, junior Bryce 
McBride, and freshman Colin Golson Jr. 
all scored 16 points a piece. The 16-point 
performance for Golson tied his career-high 
in points. 

The Eagles scoring efforts against UC 
San Diego marked the fifth time that at least 
3 EMU players have scored 10+ points this 
season. It also marked the third time that 
EMU has gotten 15+ points from a trio of 
players. Monty Scott recorded his sixth 
straight game posting a double-digit scoring 
effort. 

Following the defeat to UC San Diego, 
Eastern Michigan’s record sits at 2-5 on the 
season. 

EMU returns home to Ypsilanti to face-
off against NCAA Division II Northwood 
University on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 4 p.m. 
inside the Convocation Center. You can catch 
the action on ESPN3. 

For more information on EMU Men’s 
hoops, you can visit EMUEagles.com. 

Eastern Michigan 
Men's Basketball 
lose 83-74 to UC 
San Diego in West 
Coast Battle 


