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MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

Vegano Italiano, Ypsilanti’s first fully 
vegan Italian restaurant, opened its doors at 
530 N. Huron St. last month. 

Mary Rose Angelo, originally from New 
York, is the owner of Vegano Italiano. She 
brought the recipes she grew up on to her 
restaurant and vegan-ized them. Some of the 
most popular dishes on their menu include 
vegan utica riggie, pesto pizza, and eggplant 
cutlet. 

Angelo moved to Ann Arbor 5 years ago 
and fell in love with the area. She found an 
open restaurant location in Ypsilanti with a 
pizza oven and knew it was the one. 

“Everyone has been so warm, inviting, 
and responsive,” Angelo said. “A lot of 
people are coming from Ypsi but also from 
all around Michigan and even Ohio.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected 

everyone's business differently, and for 
Vegano Italiano, it slowed their opening 
process. 

“The process of opening a restaurant in 
itself moved slower,” Angelo said. “Hiring 
was a challenge and even getting wholesale 
items.”

Most of Vegano Italiano's ingredients and 
items are local to Michigan, and their vegan 
ricotta is homemade instead of wholesale. 
The restaurant gets their dough and sub buns 
from Cantoro Italian Market in Livonia, their 
baked goods from Botanical Bakeshop in 
Milan, and their produce from Frog Holler 
in Ann Arbor. 

“We try to get everything local, when 
possible,” Angelo said.

Vegano Italiano offers different specials 
weekly, and the Sunday special is always a 
breakfast pizza. They post their specials and 
other updates on social media, including 
their Instagram.

Ypsilanti's first vegan
Italian restaurant opens 
near EMU's campus

DANIEL MAGRISSO
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University Assistant 
Professor Annem United Way of Washtenaw 
County has recently announced Jimena 
Loveluck  at the 2022 Woman of the Year.

Loveluck, County Health Officer, will be 
honored at the “Power of the Purse” event 
held virtually on March 9, 2022.

Loveluck was chosen by the Power of 
the Purse committee for her “exemplary 
leadership role in the community leadership, 
ensuring a comprehensive COVID-19 
response, including multiple strategies 
to increase the equitable distribution of 
testing, vaccines, and current information,” 
according to the press release.

“Jimena Loveluck exemplifies what 
the Power of the Purse initiative is about: 
women taking action to address community 
issues,” Pam Smith, president of the United 
Way of Washtenaw County and member 
of the Power of the Purse committee, said 
in a written statement. “Jimena displayed 
exemplary leadership during the pandemic 
and continues to go above and beyond every 
day to make sure our community has access 
to vaccines, current information, testing, 
masks or personal protective equipment 
(PPE), and appropriate medical care.”

Additionally, Loveluck is very 
accomplished where she “led initiatives to 
combat the opioid crisis, integrate public 
health services, and increase health equity as 
the Deputy Health Officer at the Washtenaw 
County Health Department,” according to 
the UWWC press release.

“I am thankful for those around me 
that lend me strength and continue to work 
tirelessly to respond to this pandemic and 
protect the health of our entire community,“ 
Loveluck said in a written statement. “I 

continue to be hopeful that we will find unity 
around the importance of protecting health 
and supporting community recovery and 
change. This will require bolstering our public 
health infrastructure, and truly committing to 
health and healthy opportunities for all.”

Women United is a United Way network 
of around 55,000 members in 137 U.S. 
communities and one of the most successful 
philanthropic efforts.

Locally, UWWC Women’s Leadership 
Initiative has granted over $250,000 through 
the Power of the Purse event, which is for 
programs that promote women’s success and 
self-sufficiency.

United Way of Washtenaw County 
connects people, organization and resources 
to create a thriving community for everyone, 
according to the press release. With focuses 
on health, education, and financial stability 
issues, the Community Impact model creates 
opportunities for families and strengthens 
Washtenaw County. arie Kelly and Associate 
Professor Christina Marsack-Topolewski 
have been working and collaborating together 
for three years now, with the purpose of 
getting legislation passed that would protect 
vulnerable adults with disabilities from 
online sexual abuse and predatory behavior. 

The EMU professors testified on Oct.19 
in support of House Bills 4159 and 4160.

In the state of Michigan, the laws that 
should be in place to prevent this type of 
online abuse, do not exist. This is because 
the laws governing the internet have not been 
updated or touched since the internet came 
into existence. 

“Because the internet is so new, 
relatively, when it was being created and 
in its formative stages, lawmakers didn’t 
think about how laws should be applied 
and operate within it,” Marsack-Topolewski 
said. “ Unfortunately, nothing continued to 
be done about it even as cases were being 

reported of vulnerable populations being 
abused, bullied and exploited through it.”

The designation, Vulnerable Adults with 
Disabilities, is a term that both professors 
were very specific about in crafting the 
bills. Under already existing Michigan law, 
applicable in every instance outside of online 
engagement, vulnerable adults constitute any 
individual aged 18 and over, who, due to 
age, developmental disability, mental illness, 
or physical disability, lack the social and 
personal skills required to live independently. 

“Because we were starting to get 
pushback about who exactly would be 
affected by the bills and concerns over 
internet rights, we had to be very intentional 
about the language we used to show that we 
simply want laws and accountability in place 
to protect vulnerable citizens who are not 
currently being protected,” Kelly said.

“Every adult should have sexual agency, 
and agency period, when it comes to online 
interactions,” Kelly said. “And that includes 
adults with disabilities. These bills recognize 
that the exchange of sexually explicit visual 
material without consent from all parties is 
internet-based predation, aggression, and 
bullying.”

To say that the solution is simply to not 
allow vulnerable adults with disabilities 
to use the internet, may deprive them of 
a central means of social connection and 
interaction. 

“Many vulnerable adults maintain social 
connections through using the internet,” 
Marsack-Topolewski said. “The answer 
to concerns about predation and online 
exploitation cannot be to keep vulnerable 
adults from using the internet.”

The testimony by Professors Kelly and 
Marsack-Topolewski was broadcast live 
over public television and online, and is 
currently ongoing. 

EMU professors testify to adapt laws protecting 
vulnerable adults against online predatory behavior

AREENA BASMADJIAN
NEWS REPORTER

After two weeks of meetings and 
negotiations, world leaders of nearly 200 
countries agreed on Nov. 13 to a new climate 
agreement, the Glasgow Climate Pact, to 
further their commitments in their fight 
against climate change.

The Glasgow Climate Pact features 
an agreement to step up on their prior 
commitments to reduce carbon emissions 
as well as to work on phasing out the use 
of fossil fuels and coal. This is the first time 
the topic of coal and fossil fuels has been 
included in a final COP resolution. 

In the agreement, countries specify the 
need for countries to "accelerate efforts 
towards the phase-down of unabated coal 
power and inefficient fossil fuel subsidies, 
recognizing the need for support towards a 
just transition.”

Not every country was on board with this. 
Notably, India made a last-minute effort to 
weaken the resolution to phase-out coal and 
other fossil fuels. 

Additionally, the Glasgow Climate 
Pact heavily emphasizes the importance 
of increasing aid to poor and developing 
countries in their fight against climate change 
and urges wealthy countries to double their 

funding by 2025 to help in this effort.  
Though several remained persistent that 

phasing out fossil fuels and coal is necessary 
to counter the effects of climate change.

“Glasgow is bringing a clear acceleration 
for climate change, and more speed is 
necessary,"  German Environment Minister 
Svenja Schulze said. "The fossil fuel era is 
coming to an end, the energy transition is 
becoming the model worldwide."

Worth noting is the agreement’s 
reiteration of the Paris Agreement’s 
commitment to limit global warming within 
1.5 degrees Celsius. 

The special report from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change detailed that global warming 
was dangerously close to going beyond 
the limitation of 1.5 degrees Celsius and 
highlighted the importance of upholding this 
commitment to policymakers. 

“I think today we can say with credibility 
that we’ve kept 1.5 [degrees Celsius] within 
reach,“  COP26 President Alok Sharma said. 
“It's pulse is weak, and we will only survive 
if we keep our promises."

The reactions to the Glasgow Climate Pact 
vary, with some more critical of the decisions 
made, others with a more optimistic stance, 
and those who fall in between the two. 

“Not enough has been done at this 

meeting to reduce emissions consistent 
with avoiding dangerous climate change in 
decades to come. There have been lots of 
pledges and the launching of encouraging 
new international initiatives, some more 
meaningful than others,”  Tim Benton, 
director of the Environment and Society 
Program at Chatham House, said. “But 
genuine urgency and a willingness to match 
words with action and to close the yawning 
gap between pledges and detailed, short-term 
plans is still missing.”

Some have taken a more opportunistic 
glass half full approach to the decisions made 
at the Glasgow COP26 conference. 

“We must acknowledge that progress 
was made. There are now new opportunities 
for countries to deliver on what they know 
must be done to avoid a climate catastrophe,“ 
World Wildlife Fund global lead on climate 
Manuel Pulgar-Vidal said. "“Unless they 
sharply pivot to implementation and show 
substantial results, they will continue to have 
their credibility challenged.” 

Despite the varying reactions to the 
outcomes of the Glasgow COP26 conference, 
the general consensus among world leaders 
is that time for action is running out and now, 
more than ever,  they need to step up and 
uphold their climate change commitments. 

COP26 negotiations end with new Glasgow Climate Pact

TORY WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

United Way of Washtenaw County has 
recently announced Jimena Loveluck  at the 
2022 Woman of the Year.

Loveluck, County Health Officer, will be 
honored at the “Power of the Purse” event 
held virtually on March 9, 2022.

Loveluck was chosen by the Power of 
the Purse committee for her “exemplary 
leadership role in the community leadership, 
ensuring a comprehensive COVID-19 
response, including multiple strategies 
to increase the equitable distribution of 
testing, vaccines, and current information,” 
according to the press release.

“Jimena Loveluck exemplifies what 
the Power of the Purse initiative is about: 
women taking action to address community 
issues,” Pam Smith, president of the United 
Way of Washtenaw County and member 
of the Power of the Purse committee, said 
in a written statement. “Jimena displayed 
exemplary leadership during the pandemic 
and continues to go above and beyond every 
day to make sure our community has access 
to vaccines, current information, testing, 
masks or personal protective equipment 
(PPE), and appropriate medical care.”

Additionally, Loveluck is very 
accomplished where she “led initiatives to 
combat the opioid crisis, integrate public 

health services, and increase health equity as 
the Deputy Health Officer at the Washtenaw 
County Health Department,” according to 
the UWWC press release.

"I am thankful for those around me 
that lend me strength and continue to work 
tirelessly to respond to this pandemic and 
protect the health of our entire community,“ 
Loveluck said in a written statement. "I 
continue to be hopeful that we will find unity 
around the importance of protecting health 
and supporting community recovery and 
change. This will require bolstering our public 
health infrastructure, and truly committing to 
health and healthy opportunities for all."

Women United is a United Way network 
of around 55,000 members in 137 U.S. 
communities and one of the most successful 
philanthropic efforts.

Locally, UWWC Women’s Leadership 
Initiative has granted over $250,000 through 
the Power of the Purse event, which is for 
programs that promote women’s success and 
self-sufficiency.

United Way of Washtenaw County 
connects people, organization and resources 
to create a thriving community for everyone, 
according to the press release. With focuses 
on health, education, and financial stability 
issues, the Community Impact model creates 
opportunities for families and strengthens 
Washtenaw County.

United Way of Washtenaw County 
names Woman of the Year

JIMENA LOVELUCK, WASHTENAW COUNTY HEALTH OFFICIAL, NAMED WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR BY UNITED WAY. (PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSAN RINGLER CERNIGLIA)

Ypsilanti District Library's 
Bookmobile returns to neighborhoods
CENDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

The Ypsilanti District Library’s 
Bookmobile made its return back to Ypsilanti 
neighborhoods on Nov. 8.

The Bookmobile first arrived in Ypsilanti 
in 2008. Sam Killian, the community 
relations coordinator at the Ypsilanti District 
Library describes the bookmobile as 
“basically a library on wheels.” 

It is a modified camper that carries over 
3,000 books, movies, CDs, and magazines 
to bring the library to people of all ages 
who are otherwise unable to access a library 
building. It makes an average of 90 stops and 
circulates over 1,800 items per month.

“The idea is that we can take the library 
to you,” Killian said. “When people cannot 
make it out to one of our three branches, we 

have stops all around our service area. Right 
now… We have limited stops, but people can 
reserve materials ahead of time. Essentially, 
we want it to be more accessible with more 
people experiencing the library wherever 
they’re located.”

The Bookmobile operates Monday 
through Thursday at multiple locations 
across Ypsilanti; the full schedule is available 
on the library’s website. The Bookmobile’s 
Monday stops include: 

4:00   –   4:20 p.m. at Perry School
4:35   –   4:55 p.m. at Forrest Knoll 

Apartments
5:10   –   5:30 p.m. at Chapelle School
6:05   –   6:25 p.m. at Burns Park
6:40   –   7:00 p.m. at Colony Way
The Bookmobile was off the road for two 

different periods of time. The first was the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 
2020. However, after the Bookmobile was 

back on the road it had to go through another 
closure because of the staffing and supply-
chain issues exacerbated by the pandemic. 
Throughout its closures the personal 
connection between the Bookmobile drivers 
and the people they serve still prevailed.

“The Bookmobile, because it’s smaller 
and there are fewer drivers, the people on the 
routes are working with the same people a 
lot,“ Killian said. "So, on a personal note, we 
were missing people as much as I think they 
were missing us because of the very personal 
interaction with the bookmobile.”

As per the Bookmobiles COVID 
protocols, it will only be offering curbside 
pickup. To reserve an item, place a hold 
online or contact a staff member at (734) 
482-4110, x6. The library asks visitors to 
make their material requests two days before 
pickup. 

OWNER MARY ROSE ANGELO'S FAVORITE DISH: UTICA RIGGIES. 
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MARIE WHITE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Netflix is known for their either hit or 
miss originals, and Red Notice is a movie 
that falls just in between those categories. 
Anything with Ryan Reynolds in it is bound 
to give a few laughs, and paired with The 
Rock and Gal Gadot, Red Notice definitely 
piqued my interest.

There will be some spoilers in my review, 
so reader beware. 

An FBI behavioral analysis teams up 
with Interpol to catch one of the world’s 
most nitrous art thieves. With no jurisdiction 
outside of the United States, what will he be 
able to do to stop the criminal?

I’m a big fan of what would be categorized 
as cringe comedy and the comedy in this film 
was great for that. I love breaking up what 
are supposed to be serious moments with 
comedy, and I think this film did a good job 
of this. I’m not a spy movie type of person 
usually, but this movie was a lot more of a 
comedy than a classic spy film in my opinion 
(which is why I enjoyed it).

Ryan Reynolds makes any role he plays 

his own. I’m a big fan of the brand Ryan 
Reynolds has as a funny man. I can see the 
jokes coming from a mile away, but they’re 
somehow just funny coming from him. This 
role (like almost every role he plays) is the 
comedy sidekick that brings that comic 
relief to the film. If you are not a big Ryan 
Reynolds comedy type of person, then this 
movie isn’t for you.

The throwbacks to other films piqued my 
interest too. There were a lot of throwbacks 
to classic spy films, but this film also reminds 
me of other classics. There was a scene that 
almost was straight out of Indian Jones and 
the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, which 
I very much enjoyed because I love Indian 
Jones. Having references to other movies, 
intentionally or not, always makes a movie 
more enjoyable in my opinion. This movie 
gave me a lot of National Treasure mixed 
with James Bond vibes that I truly enjoyed.

The hot girl trope is so tiring. Gal Gadot 
plays the hot female antagonist who gets 
whatever she wants just by being hot. I’m 
just so tired of films beating the life out of 
the “I’m pretty, so I get what I want” trope. 
The horse is dead, you can stop beating it. I 

love Gal Gadot and while she has some great 
woman-power moments it’s overshadowed 
by the blatant "a male wrote this script" 
energy.

For an action-adventure movie, there 
wasn’t a lot of classic “action”. There were 
maybe two or three "battle” scenes. When 
Netflix categorized this movie as action/
adventure, I kept looking for the action, 
but it just wasn’t entirely there. It should be 
categorized as comedy/adventure because 
this movie is more comedy than anything 
else.

This movie is enjoyable, but nothing I’d 
actively seek out to watch again. With props 
to other movies, I’d rather just watch those 
movies again than this one. It’s a good quick 
laugh, but not much else.

Verdict 
This movie by no means will be 

nominated for an Oscar, but if you have 
two hours to spare and want a laugh, this 
movie is for you. The cast is what makes this 
movie enjoyable (I mean The Rock, Wonder 
Women, and Deadpool), what more could 
you ask for. 

I give Red Notice a 3 out of 5.

Review: Netflix’s Red Notice 
is a humorous adventure film

CAMERON SANTANGELO
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder right? 
When you see something that you perceive to 
be beautiful it will take your breath away. Art 
is one of those beautiful things. Think about 
a piece of art you either saw at a museum or 
nowadays online. You remembered that art 
and that masterpiece stuck with you for days, 
maybe longer than that. Beautiful filmmaking 
and storytelling can do the same. When we 
see a beautiful film, we will talk about it and 
tell our friends to go and see it. Filmmaking 
is a beautiful art form and sometimes we as 
an audience need to sit back and enjoy the art 
that is shown to us through the acting and the 
director's vision. 

Folks, Belfast was that beautiful film that 
made me think for days. This film was truly 
an artwork and deserves to be seen as such. 
From the amazing acting throughout the film 
to the precise camera work to the gorgeous 
cinematography. Belfast is a beautiful film 
and deserves the praise that reviewers are 
bestowing on it. Your Eastern Echo reviewer 
will never lead you astray, so go see this film. 
This might be the film of the year. With that 
being said, let's dive in! 

The film follows a working-class family 
and a young child during the troubling 1960s 
in Belfast, Ireland. 

First things first, this was a powerhouse 
performance from the entire cast. Jamie 
Dornan, Caitriona Balfe, Judi Dench, and 
Jude Hill were fantastic. You know the 
film will be something special when you 
assemble a cast this strong and can see 
the raw emotions in every scene. We see 
powerful emotion through the facial acting 
with all of the actors. This was excellent 
acting and filmmaking, and you cannot 
create art without the actors giving it their all 
every single moment. Bravo to the excellent 
acting.

Over the last few years, we have seen 
movies lean into the using black and white 
throughout the film. Black and white 
filmmaking can only work on a few occasions 
in my opinion. Belfast made it look sharp and 
it fit the overall tone and period of the film. 

This film had excellent storytelling. 
It was charming and funny in moments, 
but also kept to the overall serious tone of 
the story. Jude Hill brought a lot of humor 
which I absolutely loved. Belfast stuck to the 
overall story and kept the pace going very 
well. Got to love some great storytelling.

Throughout this film, we see some 

excellent camera shots. We get quite a few 
long takes with the characters speaking to 
one another. The long take is a risky shot 
sometimes, but if you can execute it can 
create some powerful moments. Low angle 
shots were also done incredibly well here 
along with some tight eye-level shots. The 
use of the camera can help tell the story; this 
film will give you the variety of shots that 
most films will not. 

Continuing being a film snob, the 
cinematography was sharp. You can see the 
details of everything. The brick buildings 
looked incredible along with just the very 
detail of a street. People stress these things 
because this is what excellent filmmaking 
does. When these films are crafting, they 
take in account every little thing. These are 
the things that separate a film like Belfast and 
something along the lines of Venom. 

Belfast might be the film of the year and 
will easily be a strong contender come Oscar 
season. This is an amazing film that takes 
every aspect of filmmaking into account. 
Belfast will have you laughing and possibly 
shed a few tears by the end. This is a must-
see film and is easily the best film that has 
graced your trusted Eastern Echo review.

 Belfast gets a 5 out of 5 from me.

Review: Bvelfast is 
an underrated &
must-see film

SOPHIA LEVEQUE
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

It may shock some of you to find out that 
the U.S. is not the only country to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Believe it or not, there’s quite 
a few that take the time to give thanks in their 
own unique way.

CANADA
Probably the most similar in celebration, 

the Thanksgiving celebrated in Canada is 
sometimes referred to as “action de grâce” 
in French. Their first celebration took place 
in 1578 and was proclaimed to be celebrated 
on the 2nd Monday of every October. It’s 
worth noting that this event occurred 40 
years before the American tradition was 
established. Arthur Frobisher, an explorer, 
is who this tradition originates from. After 
a long voyage on sea, he and his crew 
celebrated their safe arrival on the Canadian 
shore. 

Unique traditions: Spicy pumpkin pie, 
Maple glazed carrots

Day of celebration: 2nd Monday of 
October

LIBERIA
Fun fact: Liberia is the only other country 

in the world to celebrate America’s version 
of Thanksgiving. After lots of time was spent 
turning it into a home for former American 
slaves in 1822, many people decided to keep 
some American traditions. And in turn, they 
brought our national holiday of Thanksgiving 
back with them.  

Unique traditions: Mashed cassavas, 
Green bean casserole

Day of celebration: First Thursday of 
November

KOREA
Based on when the first day of their full 

harvest moon appears, called Chuseok, South 
Korea has made it a tradition to take a day 
for spending time with family and eating lots 
of food. But unlike the American traditions, 
Chuseok also calls for a gift exchange of 
food with close friends and family.

Unique traditions: Songpyeon, Gift-
giving

Day of celebration: August 8th
THE UK
Surprisingly, the United Kingdom 

has recently begun to show some interest 
in the U.S. holiday. This can be credited 
to America’s wonderful Thanksgiving 
traditions that inspired a number of tourists 
to start celebrating Thanksgiving in their own 
homes. And even if they weren’t inspired by 
our celebrations, it is still common for people 
in the UK to celebrate with a harvest festival.

Unique traditions: Harvest festival
Day of celebration: Sunday of the Harvest 

Moon
GRENADA
To commemorate a Caribbean and U.S. 

military invasion, Grenada now celebrates a 
version of Thanksgiving. The history behind 
this starts in 1983, when the prime minister 
was executed by a man named Maurice 
Bishop over a power struggle. To defend 
Grenada from a potential dictatorship, the 
U.S. and Caribbean nations sprang into action 
and defeated the coup. To show gratitude and 
remembrance, the country of Grenada shares 
our tradition and love for the holiday.

Unique traditions: Church service, Time 
with family

Day of celebration: October 25th

Opinion: Cultural differences in 
Thanksgiving around the world

PIPER COE
OPINION COLUMNIST

Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-
winner Louise Erdrich released her latest 
novel, “The Sentence” on Nov. 9.

“The Sentence” follows a group of 
Native American booksellers in Minneapolis 
haunted by the spirit of their former 
customer Flora. It is narrated mostly by 
Tookie, a woman previously incarcerated for 
accidental body theft, as she navigates the 
world as a newly changed woman. 

Tookie loves to read and loves to sell 
books. Her time in prison was spent reading 
the dictionary and any book she could get 
her hands on. Originally sentenced to life, 
she instead gets out in a decade and finds 
a job at an independent bookstore. Her 
sentence doesn’t stop when she is free; the 
past and present weigh heavy on her as the 
novel takes place during the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as the Black Lives Matter 
protests. Tookie tries to solve the mystery of 
the bookstore haunting while also struggling 
with what occurs in Minneapolis during 
2020.

The novel completely immerses the 

reader into the events that took place during 
the beginning of the pandemic, toilet paper 
hoarding, obsessive hand sanitizing, and 
conversations with loved ones through doors. 
In some ways this is so recent that anyone 
who experienced 2020 will feel an odd 
kinship to the characters, as the experience 
of the pandemic is perfectly captured in their 
dialogue and behaviors. In other ways it is 
so recent that the detailed descriptions of 
the Black Lives Matter protests, deaths, and 
chaos are difficult to read about.

Tookie is an interesting character, at the 
beginning she isn’t very likable, is quick to 
judge, and lies to get what she wants. Despite 
this, I liked her. She has a lot weighing on 
her, literally at one point Flora’s spirit sits on 
her, yet fiercely loves her family and reading. 
Her development was my favorite part of the 
book, as she goes from unlikeable to a very 
sympathetic and loving character. 

Throughout the novel it is mentioned that 
books are essential, a sentiment I couldn’t 
agree with more. In times of darkness, books 
can offer an escape and have the power to 
haunt us; this novel will certainly haunt me. 

I would give “The Sentence” a 3.5 out of 
5 stars.  

Review: "The
Sentence" by Louise 
Erdrich is haunting

AARON HUGHES
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Summer Walker’s ability to create 
relatable music and sing about a toxic 
relationship was on full display throughout 
all 20 tracks of this album. Focusing on her 
past relationship with producer London on 
da Track, she was truly able to write from 
the heart. What makes this album a bit more 
confusing though is that a few of the tracks 
were written or produced by London himself.

Many of the best songs on this album 
were the ones with no features, where 
Summer was really able to take control. 
However, many people can agree that all 
of the featured artists do make this album 
even more enjoyable. There were many 
surprisingly great features. For instance, the 
Ari Lennox track “Unloyal” was one of my 
personal favorites. Then, the track “Screwin” 
was a happy surprise, with such an enjoyable 
beat switch that transitioning to Omarion. 
The feature that takes the cake is Lil Durk 

collaboration “Toxic." When I first saw the 
track list, I saw this as a confusing pair, yet 
Durk’s flow matched perfectly with Summer, 
making it was one of my favorite songs on 
the album.

The weak spots of this album are a little 
too painfully obvious. Like I previously 
mentioned, there were some great featured 
songs that truly added to this tape. Yet the 
two tracks “Ex For A Reason” and “Dat 
Right There” did not need to be on the 
album, much less released. Pharrel Williams 
and JT are both talented artists along with 
Summer herself. Yet, both of these songs 
felt desperate and like they were made for 
commercial reasons only. “Ex For A Reason” 
was the first single to roll out for the LP, and 
it was met with plenty of bad reviews and 
upset more than a few fans. When people 
listen to Summer, they are expecting to be 
throwing themselves at the wall, crying or 
contemplating calling an ex. They most 
likely did not want to feel like going to a 16 
and up club, which is unfortunately the vibe 

that this track gave. 
The songs you must check out are 

“Constant B******t”, “Circus”, “Switch 
A N***** Out”, and “Toxic”. Apart from 
the two songs I mentioned above, there are 
no bad tracks. These are not the only great 
songs, for instance “4th Baby Mama” will 
definitely catch your attention too. 

Excluding those two monstrosities, the 
album is filled with songs that are going to 
be played over and over again till her next 
album or until SZA steals the spotlight. This 
album will definitely grow on me and others 
as time goes on. The largest issues are the 
uncertainty of pop songs and the fact this 
album did not need to be 20 songs long. The 
choice of this was most likely to capture 
streams, but to some it may make the album 
feel way longer than it should be. Overall, 
this has been the premier RnB album of the 
year already which is saying something. I 
give this album a 7.5 out of 10. 

Review: Summer Walker 
is here with a new album

CALEB BURLINGAME
OPINIONS COLUMNIST

Travis Scott has been in the limelight for 
the past week over the Astroworld Music 
Festival debacle that took place on Nov. 5, 
and my heart goes out to the people that were 
there. This article will strictly be looking 
at the two songs that Travis Scott dropped 
before Astroworld 2021, and my feelings 
about the songs have no relation to my 
feelings of the events at Astroworld.

On Nov. 4, the popular artist Travis 
Scott dropped a two song album teaser titled 
Dystopia. “ESCAPE PLAN” and “MAFIA” 
highlight the project and come off as strong 
additions to Scott’s discography, while also 
giving off major Days Before Rodeo vibes. 
It seems Scott is back to the dark and gritty 
sounds of his earlier projects like Birds in 
The Trap Sing McKnight and Rodeo, which 
I tend to prefer over the style of Astroworld.

“ESCAPE PLAN” kicks off the two track 
teaser with a bang, featuring a futuristic beat 
and hard hitting vocals from Scott. The song 
is upbeat and reminds me of driving to a party 

late at night, and is a testimony to Scott’s 
masterful use of autotune to create his own 
style that is almost impossible to replicate. 
There isn’t too much actual substance in 
the meaning or the message of the song, as 
it serves its purpose as a one-track banger 
similar to how Scott’s single “Highest In The 
Room” did in 2019.

“MAFIA,” on the other hand, is a slow 
and melodic track that had me bopping my 
head the entire time I was first listening to 
it. The first half of the song features solid 
rapping from Scott and has a fun hook, but 
the second half takes off and even features 
two lines from the popular artist J Cole. 
Cole’s feature, while only two lines, adds 
a ton of substance to the song and gives it 
another dimension that I think the song 
needed. 

While only two songs, Dystopia gives 
fans a filling appetizer to Scott’s upcoming 
studio album, Utopia. Scott has had a history 
of gaps between his studio releases, and it’s 
nice as a fan to receive these little bangers 
that can spice up any playlist. 

I give Dystopia a solid 4 out of 5 stars.

Review: Travis 
Scott’s Dystopia is 
a taste of Utopia
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#SECRETOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M. SELF-DESTRUCTIVE DR.WEEZY | TARIQ HARRIS
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 569 Tough Previous solution - Medium
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JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

After an outstanding game against the 
University of Toledo on Nov. 2, EMU wide 
receiver Hassan Beydoun and defensive 
tackle Jose Ramirez received Mid-American 
Conference West Division Player of the 
Week. Both athletes contributed to Eastern’s 
first win in Toledo since 1999.

This is the first time Beydoun has received 
MAC player of the week. He finished the 
game with a career-high of 197 yards and 
12 catches. This is the most receiving yards 

made by any EMU receiver this year, and 
the second-best by any athlete in the MAC. 
Beydoun’s effort is the 20th best by any 
player in the NCAA 2021 season.

Beydoun has now completed seven 
games with 100+ yards receiving at Eastern. 
He joins two other players in program 
history that have also accomplished this, Eric 
Deslauriers (14 total) and Kevin Walter (12 
total).

Ramirez contributed a career-best effort 
with 10 tackles, two sacks, three TFL’s, one 
forced fumble, and one quarterback hurry. 10 
tackles is a career high for Ramirez. EMU 

recorded a season-high total of five sacks 
against Toledo.

Beydoun and Ramirez’ contributions 
aided the Eagles 52-49 win over the Rockets, 
garnering bowl eligibility for the sixth time 
in program history.

Next week, EMU will host MAC-West 
Division rival Western Michigan at 7:30 p.m. 
in Rynearson Stadium. 

Both EMU and WMU have a record of 
6-4. The Senior Eagles will be honored, as 
this game is the last home game for the 2021 
season. Tune in by watching the game on 
ESPN2 or listening at WEMU 89.1.

Hassan Beydoun and
Jose Ramirez earn 
Mid-American Conference 
Player of the Week Honors

THE ANNUAL MAC MEDIA DAY TOOK PLACE AT FORD FIELD IN DETROIT ON JULY 23. 

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

Football has evolved into a game where 
celebrations are symbolic, honoring the hard 
work of athletes with personal sideline props 
within the football program. Some programs 
refer to the props as turnover chains. A 
turnover chain is given to a player that makes 
an effort leading to a turnover or huge play 
on defense. Once the player returns to the 
sideline, his teammates will celebrate their 
hard work with a personal prop within the 
program. The symbolic tokens have become 
a trend across the college football world, as 
more and more teams have introduced their 
unique props. 

The University of Miami pioneered one 
of the fastest growing college traditions in 
2017 with the introduction of the famous 
“Turnover Chain” in 2017. 

Since 2017, other college football 
programs have institutionalized their own 
version of a “Turnover Chain.” Oregon 
State’s chainsaw, Tennessee’s trash can, and 
Ball State’s belt have all been established 
since the debut of the Miami tradition in 
2017.

But what about Eastern Michigan? No 
chains? No crowns? Not even a belt? Nope. 
The Eagles have the “Wrench.” 

But Eastern Michigan wants to make 
one thing very clear: the Wrench is NOT a 
turnover chain. 

The Wrench can be seen on the shoulder 
of the leading player to run out of the tunnel 
on game days. It can also be spotted on the 
sidelines. The Wrench’s symbolization is 
greater than a simple "turnover chain."

Coach Creighton first arrived in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan as the new Head Coach of the 
Eastern Michigan football team in 2013. 
During that time, Rynearson Stadium was 
renovated as “The Factory” featured with 
gray turf and a new identity.

The renovation revolved around the blue-
collar history of Ypsilanti and the program's 
desire to translate the tough culture at 
Rynearson Stadium. The essence of “The 
Factory” carried over into the establishment 
of a new symbol for the team: a 51-pound 
pipe-wrench. 

“Long before there was ever a turnover 
chain, we had the wrench. It is the symbol of 
our program,” Creighton said. 

The Wrench was manufactured by Rigid 
Tools, an industrial-equipment manufacturing 
company located in Strongsville, Ohio. In 
2013, former Graduate-Assistant offensive-
line coach, Tony Neymier, went to the 
company himself and asked about creating 
a personalized wrench for Coach Creighton 
and the Eastern Michigan football program. 
Neymier was directed to the owner of the 

company, who then provided a tour of the 
company while the creation of The Wrench 
took place.

“The President gave us the 51-pound pipe 
wrench once the tour was over,” Creighton 
said. 

The Wrench represents the hard-working, 
blue collar mentality. The idea stemmed 
from Coach Creighton realization of not only 
the team’s identity, but Ypsilanti, Michigan’s 
identity. 

“There’s a toughness that comes with 
blue collar people,” Creighton said. 

Michigan has a deep history in the 
manufacturing industry which is responsible 
for the blue collar environment throughout 
Southeast Michigan. The program’s desire 
to symbolize that toughness surrounding 
Rynearson Stadium resulted in a gray field, 
‘The Factory’ nickname, and 51-pound pipe 
wrench.

The second aspect of the Wrench is 
constant improvement to “close the gap.”

The team's mission the first year with 
Creighton at the helm was to “close the 
gap.” The gap refers to the distance between 
where you are at and where you can be, your 
potential. The deep meaning relates to the 
two vices on the pipe-wrench that you can 
gradually close as you push, symbolizing 
that “close the gap” mission. 

The final aspect of the Wrench responds 
to adversity. 

Every year, Creighton sets the tone for 
the program's culture with a scene from 
Good Will Hunting. In the scene, Matt 
Damon discusses his abusive father and 
poor living conditions his character was 
raised in. He describes three items his father 
would make him chooses from, a wrench, 
stick, and a belt. Damon’s character says, 
“Give me the wrench.” The decision of 
enduring more pain than taking the easy way 
out, encapsulates Head Coach Creighton's 
toughness and rigidness he plans to instill 
within the program.

“In this program we know that there’s 
going to be adversity and we’re not going 
to run away from it. We are going to face it, 
fight it, and defeat it and say “give me the 
wrench,”  Creighton said.

Every game-day the team runs out of the 
tunnel led by a player wielding the Wrench 
onto the field. The player who carries out the 
Wrench differs every week, but the overall 
message of grit is always the same.

“It may be somebody who’s going through 
adversity, has overcome adversity, or it may 
be someone who needs encouragement,” 
Creighton said. 

The Wrench has brought Eastern 
Michigan’s football program back to where 
it once was and that’s winning. A 51-pound 
pipe wrench: the heart and soul of this 
football program. 

Tough, hardworking, 
determined, and blue 
collar; culture inside 
a pipe wrench

EASTERN MICHIGAN OFFENSIVE LINEMAN KA'JOHN ARMSTRONG HOLDS 
THE WRENCH IN THE EAGLES 51-7 LOSS TO WESTERN MICHIGAN SATURDAY 
AFTERNOON IN KALAMAZOO.

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

After traveling for two weeks, the 
Eastern Michigan Eagles (6-4 overall, 3-3 
MAC) landed back at Rynearson Stadium 
for a MAC showdown against the Ohio 
University Bobcats (3-7 overall, 3-3 MAC) 
on Tuesday, Nov. 9. 

Trailing through the first three quarters of 
the game, the Eagles struggled to establish 
the run game against the Bobcats. A mixture 
of game-script and the Ohio defense forced 
the Eastern Michigan offense to make plays 
through the air.

Ben Bryant answered the offense call 
for help, completing 41 out of 57 passes 

which was recorded as the second-most 
completions for EMU’s football program. 
The 57 passes thrown were also recorded 
as the second most in Eastern Michigan’s 
history since 1998. 

Tanner Knue led the Eagles with 127 
receiving yards while Hassan Beydoun 
racked up 85 yards on 9 receptions. Dylan 
Drummond recorded a touchdown for the 
Eagles against Ohio, his sixth this season, on 
top of 73 yards receiving. 

Sophomore Samson Evans punched in 
two rushing touchdowns on the goal-line for 
the Eagles and accumulated a season-best of 
62 rushing yards. 

Junior kicker Chad Ryland went 2-for-
2, kicking one field goal 55 yards. Ryland's 

55-yard field goal is recorded as the longest 
of his career, tying him with Dylan Mulder 
(2015). 

On the opposite side of the ball, Senior 
linebacker Terry Myrick led on defense with 
an impressive 12 total tackles, his season-
high. 

Unfortunately, the Eagle’s efforts fell 
short in a shocking 34-26 upset to the 
Bobcats. The loss to Ohio University 
eliminates Eastern Michigan from MAC title 
contention for the 2021 season.

Up next, the Eastern Michigan Eagles 
host longtime rival Western Michigan at 
Rynearson Stadium on Tuesday, Nov.16.

Eastern Michigan University eliminated 
from MAC Championship contention
after 34-26 loss to Ohio University 



EMU Faculty Senate

Want to know more? Join our online forum:
Who’s your landlord?

3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 16 
www.tinyurl.com/EMUPrivateDorms

The Eastern Michigan University administration is getting ready 
to approve a radical plan to privatize all dormitories on campus – 

perhaps as soon as the next Regents Meeting on Dec. 9. EMU’s own 
Budget Council – including student members – has voted against 

moving forward on this major change in student life in the middle of a 
pandemic. But EMU administrators are pushing ahead anyway.

Do you want to live  
in a privatized dorm?

Will students  
be safe?

Is this a good  
long-term deal 

for EMU?
No. 
Student housing is a core 

function of higher education. 
Giving control to a private firm 

that must maximize profits does 
not fit with EMU’s mission of 
providing high quality, affordable 
education to a diverse student 
body.

We don’t know.  
We do know that at Howard University, 

students in a privatized dorm report mold, 
mice, crumbling ceilings and temperatures 
that reached 92 degrees. And at Wayne 
State, a company that operates private 
dorms demanded to receive full revenue 
in 2020, even though the dorms were 
closed for safety reasons. 

Who pays those costs?

How much  
will it cost?
We don’t know.
We do know that when EMU 

privatized parking, we were 
told it would be a good deal for 
everybody.

Instead, we’ve seen higher 
costs, excessive enforcement 
and no fair, consistent way to 
appeal wrongly-issued tickets.


