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Haab's Restaurant 
closes after 87 
years in Ypsilanti
CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

Haab's Restaurant, a longtime Ypsilanti 
staple, announced its closure after 87 years 
in business on March 3. 

“It is with deep sadness that we share 
with you that we will be closing our doors 
effective at 8 p.m. on Thursday, March 3,” 
Mike Kabat, owner of the restaurant, said in a 
written statement. "It's hard for us to believe 
that, after 87 years, there will no longer be a 
Haab's Restaurant in Downtown Ypsilanti.” 

Haab's has been a family business since 
its establishment in 1934 by Oscar and Otto 
Haab, who formerly named it Haab Brothers 
Cafe. 

Kabat bought the restaurant in 1976 with 
former business partner Harvey Glaze until 
he retired in 1986 and was then replaced by 
Steve Yandian.

Dave Kabat purchased Yandian's half 
of the restaurant in 2000 after he graduated 
from Washtenaw Community College's 
Culinary Arts Program and continued the 

family business tradition.
Kabat said that many factors led to the 

restaurant's closure, including his age as well 
as a decrease in business. He has been with 
Haab's for 47 years, and his son and business 
partner, Dave, has been there for 35 years. 

The restaurant has received many calls 
from Ypsilanti community members and 
loyal customers following the closure 
announcement. 

"We had over 1,000 phone calls on 
Friday, and we're still getting people calling 
from all over the country.” Kabat said. “So, 
it was absolutely overwhelming; we had no 
idea how deep that would be.”

Haab's Restaurant has served many 
generations of families in southeast 
Michigan, creating a welcoming community 
for anyone who visited. 

“We're really going to miss the 
interactions with our customer base, that's 
what got us up in the morning every day 
and looking forward to seeing what were 
considered friends.” Kabat said. “It was just 
a joy to serve them over the years. That's 
something we're going to miss greatly.”
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EMU's Changing 
the Cycle program 
launches to combat 
period poverty
MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s Changing 
the Cycle program aims to combat period 
poverty by making free menstrual products 
available across campus. 

Period poverty is the lack of access to 
period products (pads, tampons, menstrual 
cups, etc.). This lack of access can be due to 
financial means, lack of transportation, and 
the stigma around such products. 

1 in 10 women in college cannot afford 
to buy period products. Changing the Cycle 
wants to destigmatize menstrual products 
and provice accessibility to anyone who 
needs them. 

Starting in January of 2021, Swoop’s 
Food Pantry interns Talecia Avery, Michaela 
Foster, and Roya Herrle collaborated to 
create EMU’s Changing the Cycle after 
noticing the non-existence of menstrual 
product dispensers across campus. The 
interns partnered with the Women's Resource 
Center, EMU Student Government, and a 
social work learning class to obtain funding 
and materials.

The students researched and then received 
help and resources from Aunt Flow to further 
the program. Aunt Flow is committed to 
ensuring everyone has access to menstrual 
products regardless of gender.

“Accessibility matters, not everyone 
who menstruates identifies as feminine,” 
Julie Harkema, faculty advisor for Swoop’s 
Food Pantry, said. “A lot of our dispensers 
are in public spaces or in gender-neutral 
bathrooms, so whoever needs them can get 
them, but people can also get products for 
friends.”

The student government at EMU funded 
the program for the first year and installed 8 
dispensers across campus. The reaction to 
the dispensers has overall been positive.

“People are enjoying and appreciating 
the dispensers and were receiving a lot of 
positive feedback from people responding to 

our surveys,” Janelle Polasek, student project 
manager for Changing the Cycle, said. “60% 
of our users are using these products in an 
emergency situation, no one wants to run to 
another building or across campus to receive 
period products.”

The biggest challenge for this program is 
awareness, so spreading the word to students 
is essential. 

“Stigma is a big issue, not everyone 
is comfortable talking about this topic,” 
Polasek said. “We want to reduce the stigma 
around talking about period products (and 
period poverty).”

EMU’s Changing the Cycle also provides 
paper towels and soap in every bathroom 
because periods are a “hygiene need.” 

“We want people to get the most out 
of their college experience by getting the 
hygiene products they need,” Polasek said. 
“People miss out on classes and experiences 
because of period poverty, and we want to 
fight and improve things.”

The social work 350L interns are planning 
an event at the end of the month called Paint 
Your Flow. This event will help people learn 
more about the Changing the Cycle program.

EMU’s campus has 20 Aunt Flow 
dispensers with more than 1,000 products 
available for free. The program is funded 
by EMU Student Government, donors and 
sponsors. It is coordinated by the Women's 
Resource Center, Swoop’s Food Pantry, 
the School of Social Work, the University 
Grounds and Custodial Services Office, and 
President Smith's Office.

EMU Changing the Cycle hopes to 
expand their period product dispensers into 
more buildings and residence halls in the 
future. Currently, EMU is working to put 
the period dispensers on the campus map. To 
find locations of the current period product 
dispensers and more information on EMU 
Changing the Cycle, check out their website.

Rotary Club of Ann Arbor 
and Food Gatherers partner 
to fight food insecurity
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

The Rotary Club of Ann Arbor and Food 
Gatherers are partnering for a fundraiser 
until March 18. to fight food insecurity in 
Washtenaw County. 

The campaign created by The Rotary 
Club of Ann Arbor is to fund and host a food 
drive to provide food to children and families 
during the summer months when school is 
not in session and they lack access to free or 
reduced-price meals.

“Food Gatherers is a food bank and 
food rescue program that serves Washtenaw 
County,” Helen Starman, chief development 
officer of Food Gatherers, said. “We have 
over 170 partners and programs throughout 
the community that need children, adults, 
seniors and veterans.”

Donations of $25 or more will be matched 
by the Harold and Kay Peplau Family Fund 
up to $10,000.

“The Harold and Kay Peplau Fund was 
established multiple years ago when Harold 
and Kay Peplau were alive,” Starman said. 
“They were very concerned about food 
insecurity in the community. For many 
years they made generous donations to both 
the Food Gatherers and other food banks 
in southeast Michigan.They designated 
$10,000 from the fund as a matching gift for 
the Rotary Face Child Hunger Food Drive.” 

All food and funds collected through the 

campaign will directly be donated to Food 
Gatherers and distributed to their partners 
and affiliated programs.

“Food Gatherers will distribute food to 
170 non-profit partners and programs working 
to alleviate hunger in our community,” 
Todd Kephart, previous board member of 
the Rotary Club, said. “Examples of these 
partners include the Salvation Army, Dawn 
Farm, Ozone House, Peace Neighborhood 
Center, Perry Nursery School, Dexter Senior 
Center, SOS Community Services, the 
Shelter Association of Washtenaw County, 
and Hope Clinic.”

Most-needed items include low or no-
sodium, high-protein products such as 
beans, canned meats, and peanut butter; low 
or no-sodium hearty soups; canned fruit; 
baby food; and supplemental drinks such as 
formula and Ensure. 

The Rotary Club of Ann Arbor works on 
both local and global projects. The food and 
fund campaign, an annual spring event, is 
the only one in Washtenaw County for food 
insecurity. 

“We have been hosting this drive since 
2006, always in the spring to fill Food 
Gatherers’ coffers as the end of the school 
year approaches and families face the end of 
school breakfast and lunch programs which 
disappear during the summer,” Kephart 
said. “In the first few years we were raising, 
in monetary and food item donations, the 
equivalent of 8-10,000 meals, but momentum 
has grown as the years progressed to the 

point where last year we funded 150,000 
meals, which is also our goal this year.”

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has been detrimental to food insecurity in 
Washtenaw County. 

“In the first six months of the pandemic, 
child food insecurity in our community 
doubled; today, the rate is decreasing 
but remains 12% higher than before the 
pandemic,” Kephart said. “Food Gatherers 
has some great information on the immediate 
impact of COVID on food insecurity in the 
community; 40% of food pantry users had 
never needed one before.”

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Rotary Club of Ann Arbor created 
a pandemic response fund to assist the 
community. The Pandemic Response Fund 
raised almost $62,000 with the help of 
the three subcommittees of The Disaster 
Response Team. The PPE/Healthcare/
Frontline Worker Support identified needs in 
the community, Human Services developed 
a brief grant application for nonprofit 
organizations affected by COVID, and 
Fundraising organized the campaign and 
encouraged donors all in one month.

Food Gatherers encourages community 
members to donate non-perishable food 
items during the campaign. Donations can 
be made online at foodgatherers.org/rotary 
or by bringing food donations or checks 
to Food Gatherers at 1 Carrot Way in Ann 
Arbor. Warehouse hours are Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.- 4:45 p.m.
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Buckle Up! Program 
comes to the Ypsilanti 
Fire Department
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The Buckle Up! Program, a car seat 
safety course, returns to the Ypsilanti Fire 
Department from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 15. 

C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital Buckle 
Up! Program has been around for many 
years in various forms. The program was 
implemented to reduce the number of car 
crash-related injuries and fatalities among 
children. This event occurs every 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at different locations.

During the event, there will be certified 
child passenger safety technicians and 
instructors who work one-on-one with 
families to show them how to properly select 
a car seat, install it in their vehicle, and safely 
buckle children in their seats. Registration is 
required for the event.

Clarissa Santan is a child passenger safety 

instructor at Mott, and she’s been working 
with the program for about five years now. A 
grant from the Michigan Office of Highway 
Safety Planning allows the program to 
provide new car seats to qualifying families 
in need of one. 

“The strict requirement to get one is that 
it has to be a technician that provides the 
information to the families,” Santan said.

The technicians that are certified are 
volunteers that come during each segment 
and teach the car seat safety. 

“I’m able to schedule appointments based 
on the number of volunteers I have,” Santan 
said. “That’s why we schedule appointments 
to see as many people as possible.”

The one requirement for the program is 
that the child or expecting mother must be 
present at the day of the event. Appointments 
are approximately 30 minutes per child per 
seat. To schedule an appointment, call 734-
763-2251. For more information about car 
seat safety, visit umich.edu.

EMU to host three 
free R.A.D. men’s 
self-defense classes
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University will host 
free R.A.D. Men’s self-defense classes 
beginning Monday, March 21, from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m. at the REC/IM and continue for three 
consecutive Mondays.

Anyone who identifies as male or non-
binary and is over the age of 16 is encouraged 
to sign up for self-defense classes through 
R.A.D. Those aged 16 through 17 will 
need a juvenile consent form and a parent/
guardian’s permission.

R.A.D for Men has been offered at 
various times by previous instructors but 
hasn't gained a strong enough interest in 
the past to sustain a regular class. However, 
Joe Torres, R.A.D Instructor and EMU 
Police Department Sergeant, is hopeful for 
the upcoming self-defense classes, though 
enrollment is low and may be canceled if not 
enough people sign up. 

The program aims to educate students 
about legal, tactical, and realistic options for 
self-defense. 

“It is important to understand the 
mechanics of conflict to ethically, legally, 
protect yourself when you face a sudden 
unexpected violent encounter,” Torres said in 
a written statement. “A large component is 
understanding risk and acknowledging how 
our decisions may change the circumstances 

of any encounter.”
Sergeant Torres has been with the police 

department since June 2008 and has trained 
and taught with R.A.D. for approximately 
eight years and subject control for the police 
department for 10 years.

“I have various certifications with 
R.A.D. that I have gained along the way,” 
Torres said. “I hold current certifications in 
R.A.D. Women's and Men's Basic, Women's 
advanced, Weapons defense, Keychain 
defense, R.A.D. for Teens, Replicating 
Adverse Dynamics (simulation), and a 
R.A.D. special Domestic Violence training 
certificate.”

“This class is a great chance for us to 
introduce and re-introduce self-defense 
options to a population of students that 
traditionally have not known about this 
opportunity,” Torres said.

Community Relations Officer Catherine 
Wilman and Torres will predominantly 
teach the classes and may use other R.A.D. 
certified police department personnel to 
assist with physical skills such as holding 
pads for strikes and kicks.

Classes are held on March 21, March 28, 
and April 4 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the EMU 
Rec-IM.

For more information regarding the 
program or for those interested in attending 
the classes, visit the RAD page on the EMU 
Police website.

MICHAEL DEMPSTER
NEWS REPORTER

An Ypsilanti woman is expected to 
plead guilty to the misdemeanor charge of 
abandonment/cruelty to two or three animals 
after being faced with a repeat felony charge 
of cruelty/neglect to more than 25 animals. 

In November 2020, cruelty investigators 
working for the Humane Society of Huron 
Valley executed a search warrant on Suzanne 
Marie Thompson’s residence. They seized 
21 dogs and one cat due to how severe the 
situation was. Some of the seized animals 
were malnourished, while others had 
untreated medical issues.

All animals received immediate 

veterinary care and behavioral treatment at 
the HSHV and have been adopted. 

Thompson’s sentencing for her most 
recent charge is scheduled for April 7 in front 
of Judge Erane Washington at the Washtenaw 
County 14-B District Court.

Thompson has had a history with animal 
abuse stretching back to 2006, according to 
HSHV. Multiple animals have been seized 
from her house four times during this 
period. In 2013, she was sentenced to two 
years probation and ordered to pay $500 in 
restitution.

“Though we often see hoarder-type 
neglect with large scale breeders, as we 
just did in Traverse City, animal hoarding 
is commonly associated with serious mental 
health issues. But without mandatory 

treatment and ongoing monitoring, the 
situation sadly never changes,” Tanya 
Hilgendorf, the CEO of HSHV, said in a 
written statement. “The recidivism rate 
is extremely high; the individuals remain 
sick, more animals suffer, and shelters face 
overcrowding and challenges helping sick 
and traumatized animals. No one wins when 
animal cruelty is taken lightly. We’re so 
grateful to donors who help us take care of 
these special needs animals, adopters willing 
to give them a good home, and all those 
who step up and speak out for animals and 
people.”

Washtenaw County residents can contact 
HSHV either through their hotline at 734-
661-3512 or through their website if they 
suspect animal cruelty or neglect.

Ypsilanti woman pleads guilty 
to repeat animal cruelty

Washtenaw Corrections 
officer hospitalized after 
assault at County jail
MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS REPORTER

A corrections officer at the Washtenaw 
County jail was assaulted in the jail's medical 
unit on Wednesday, March 9, around 5 p.m.

The officer is in stable condition and is 
receiving treatment at a local hospital. 

The individual responsible for the assault 
was transferred to a different facility, and the 
Michigan State Police have been requested 
to conduct an investigation. 

The Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office 
said corrections, police, and dispatch 

services handled the situation effectively and 
professionally. 

“This incident is a sobering reminder of 
the challenging circumstances and danger 
that each of the men and women of the police 
services and corrections profession choose to 
face in service of their fellow human beings 
and our communities at large,” Washtenaw 
County Sheriff Jerry Clayton said in a 
written statement. “They serve without much 
fanfare and acknowledgement. As a result, 
Washtenaw County is a better place live.”  

The Washtenaw County Sheriff’s 
Office will provide updates on the officer’s 
condition as appropriate.

AREENA BASMADJIAN
NEWS REPORTER

On Thursday, Feb. 24 at 5 a.m., Russia 
launched a strategic missile attack against 
Ukraine, targeting several of Ukraine’s 
largest cities after escalating tensions 
between Russia and Ukraine as Ukraine 
moves to join NATO and the EU. 

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 
announced that the Russian Armed Forces 
would be conducting a “special military 
operation” in the eastern region of Ukraine 
in a video broadcast from Moscow. 

Putin also requested for Ukrainian forces 
to lay down their weapons and warned other 
countries not to interfere or it would lead to 
“consequences they have never seen.”

The first round of missile strikes from 
Russia was reported to be near Ukraine’s 
capital Kyiv and by the Kyiv airport. Hours 
later, reports of a Russian invasion by land 
and sea through neighboring countries 
Crimea and Belarus was also observed.

U.S. President Joe Biden condemned the 
actions of Russia shortly after the attacks. 

“President Putin has chosen a 
premeditated war that will bring a catastrophic 
loss of life and human suffering,” Biden said. 
“Russia alone is responsible for the death 
and destruction this attack will bring, and the 
United States and its Allies and partners will 
respond in a united and decisive way.”

The actions of Russia have been met 
with international condemnation from world 
leaders and organizations abroad.

“These are among the darkest hours of 
Europe since the Second World War,” EU 
Foreign Affairs Chief Josep Borrell said. 

Following the Russian attacks on 
Ukraine, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine officially announced that they have 
initiated the procedure to severe diplomatic 
relations in accordance with the norms 
established by international law.

“Our country took this step in response 
to acts of military aggression by the Russian 
Federation against Ukraine,” the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine said in a 
written statement. “We emphasize that the 
Russian offensive operation is an attack on 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine, a gross violation of the UN Charter, 
and the established norms and principles of 
international law.”

Days leading up to the attacks were 
filled with several world leaders attempting 
to prevent the Russia-Ukraine conflict from 
escalating. On the same day of the attack, the 
UN Security Council met to discuss peaceful 
resolutions between the two countries. 

“In the name of humanity bring your 
troops back to Russia,” UN Secretary-
General António Guterres said. “In the name 
of humanity to not start what may be the 
most devastating war since the start of the 
century.”

NATO members Latvia, Estonia, 
Lithuania, Poland, and other allies agreed to 
hold consultations discussing Article 4 of the 
NATO Treaty following the Russian attacks 
on Ukraine.

Article 4 states that “the Parties will 

consult together whenever, in the opinion 
of any, the territorial integrity, political 
independence or security of any of the 
Parties is threatened.” By invoking Article 4, 
NATO allies would consider proceeding with 
military counteraction against the Russian 
Federation.

On Feb. 25, a day after Russian attacks 
on Ukraine, Biden announced in a press 
statement that the U.S., along with other 
leading nations, would be enacting strict 
sanctions on Russia. The sanctions, Biden 
claims, would aim to have a severe impact 
on Russia’s economy, financial system, and 
access to technology.

“The impact of these measures will be 
significantly magnified due to historical 
multilateral cooperation with a wide range 
of Allies and partners who are mirroring 
our actions, inhibiting Putin’s ambition to 
diversify Russia’s brittle, one-dimensional 
economy,” Biden said.  

The conflict between Ukraine and the 
Russian Federation has also been noted 
by Eastern Michigan University President 
James Smith as well.

“For our students, faculty, staff, alumni 
and community members who have 
Ukrainian heritage, some who may have 
families caught in this desperate situation, 
we stand with you,” Smith said in a written 
statement.

Those interested in providing aid and 
support to the Ukrainian people during this 
time can reach out to organizations such as 
World Central Kitchen, Caritas Ukraine, 
Nova Ukraine, and the United Help Ukraine.

Biden and world leaders 
respond to Russia's attack 
on Ukraine
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MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

If you like high-action superhero movies 
with great cinematography and plot, this 
movie is for you. As an avid Marvel fan, I 
was shocked by how much I enjoyed this 
movie, but if there is one DC movie to watch, 
this is the one. 

Synopsis
Batman is a vigilante in Gotham City 

who must solve the cryptic clues left by a 
crazed man. As clues begin to pile up against 
the leaders of Gotham, Batman must unmask 
this loose lunatic, while bringing justice to 
a corrupt city. Starring Robbert Pattinson 
as Batman and Zoe Kravitz as Selina Kyle 
(Catwoman), The Batman brings a new spin 
to the classic hero.

What I loved 
The plot of the movie was amazing. I was 

so interested throughout the entire movie 
and every detail made me want to know 
more. It’s really hard to do a great movie 
with characters that have been done before, 
but this movie puts a fresh take on the entire 
Batman franchise. 

The villain in this film has such interesting 
riddles, traps, and clues, that you're trying to 
figure out alongside Batman what's going to 
happen next. This movie uses technology 
well, and plays into the new age with a lot 
of the plot revolving around phones, coding, 
and stuff that makes it relatable and real to 
the modern audience.

Robert Pattinson plays a terrific Batman, 

taking the character to the next level. I was 
skeptical on how they would use Pattinson in 
a Batman film, based on the previous Batman 
movies we’ve had in the past 10 years that 
were sub-par. This Batman feels relatable 
and real, and like the vigilante you want to be 
protecting you. The fighting scenes looked 
amazing, and even this Batman’s walk is 
iconic. Everything Pattinson put forward into 
this role was great and he truly embodied 
Batman well.

The thing I loved the most about this 
movie was how fresh it felt. I was super tired 
of Batman movies doing the same thing over 
and over and expecting different results with 
different actors, but DC truly stepped up 
their game with this one. Not only was the 
plot amazing, but the set, costumes, props, 
and overall cinematography of the movie 
were amazing too. We saw Gotham City 
but through fresh new eyes. The Batmobile 
was all new, but with a classic flair that 
made it recognizable. There was even humor 
sprinkled through the darkness that made the 
movie refreshing. 

This Batman movie felt like a stepping 
stone toward more amazing Batman movies 
in the future. 

What I didn't love 
The movie nearly lost me in the first five 

minutes. In the first scene of the movie, I was 
absolutely confused with what was going 
on, and trying to figure out if I had stepped 
into the wrong room of the theater. The scene 
made sense in the end, but it was definitely 
a creative choice to put a first-person POV 
as the first scene of the movie, without 

explaining anything at all.
The movie definitely was much darker 

than any Batman or DC movie I’ve ever 
seen. I think it definitely was enjoyable to 
watch, but some parts made it feel more like 
a horror movie rather than a superhero one. 
With how many dismembered body parts are 
in this movie (and how many I saw being 
dismembered), I question if horror should be 
added as one of its genres.

There was sexual tension between 
Batman and Selina Kyle, but not enough 
story to back up a romantic connection. In 
the three hour movie, we don't see a lot of 
Batman and Catwoman's backstory together 
enough for them to care about each other, 
but they seem to care for each other a lot. 
Their on-screen time together consists of 
their introduction, then automatically being 
romantic with each other (as if they have 
this connection after only just meeting). It's 
fine to show sexual tension and interest in 
one another, but the movie moves quickly, 
throwing them into this romantic relationship 
just for the sake of having the connection 
play out in the film.

Verdict 
To say I was surprised by how 

much I enjoyed this movie would be an 
understatement. As a lifelong Marvel fan, a 
DC movie giving me as much joy as this one 
did is an utter feat. I think anyone who likes 
a new-age superhero movie with a great plot, 
characters, and over-the-top action should go 
see this movie.

I give ‘The Batman’ a 5 out of 5. 

Review: ‘The Batman’ is a 
movie you don't want to miss

AARON HUGHES
COLUMNIST

While it sometimes seems that artists 
burst out of thin air, that is not usually the 
case. They must cultivate their art and test 
their limits. Here is some of my favorite early 
work from four popular artists before their 
sound resonated to the masses. 

"Black Child EP" - Brent Faiyaz 
Many know this R&B singer for his 

sensual and sleek yet toxic trap soul. 
However, the “Mercedes” artist did not 
always sound like he does now. Before 
projects “F*** the World," “Sonder Son” 
and “A.M. Paradox,” there was “Black Child 
EP." 

The second project Faiyaz ever released 
is filled with hard style rapping and glimpses 
of the artist to be. Just like his music now, 
the EP has a cold and dark essence. Of 
course, the entirety of this album is not rap 
tracks. The track "Love Thing” is an early 
demonstration of the singer we know now. 

The songs that highlighted this tape were 
“Down Forever," “Love Thing” and “City 
Lights/Worst in Us." 

"S" - SZA 
The TDE superstar known as SZA was 

working on her craft long before “CTRL'' 
was released. 

If you take the time to deep dive on the 

streaming service Soundcloud, you will find 
a surplus of her music whether that be older, 
unreleased or used under hidden accounts. 

One of SZA's most well known mixtapes 
titled “S” is only eight tracks long, but the 
entirety is an eventful joyride. The project 
has SZA still using her common topics of 
insecurities and relationships, but through 
a much more foggy production. With 
fazerdaze/indie influence, the production of 
this album creates a dream-like sense. All her 
tapes up to “Z” all have this similar flow, but 
“S” has less dynamic range in her vocals. 

The entire EP is worth listening to from 
interesting interludes with Eartha Kitt, 
productions from Odd Future's Brandun 
Deshay, and unique samples from Fleetwood 
Mac.

“Five Finger Discount” - Ari Lennox 
Ari Lennox has played a key role in the 

development of the new age R&B over the 
past few years. However, this journey started 
in the 2010s when she released her “Five 
Finger Discount” tape. 

This was by far the hardest mixtape to 
find out of this bunch, because not even 
Soundcloud  streams it. However, obscurity 
doesn't equal inability. When listening to this 
tape it showed early on that Ari had plenty 
of skill and a capable voice, but was missing 
direction. 

This album had a different mood than her 
more recent material and elements like her 

flow, production and energy had a divergent 
style. Yet, it was still enjoyable from tracks 
like “Random Heartbreaks” that is quite 
similar to John Legend’s music or “Industry 
Agitation Song” that incorporated live 
instruments. Overall it’s truly interesting to 
see the musician much she has grown since 
this album.

"C4" - Kendrick Lamar
In the early 2010s Kendrick was not 

always the Pulitzer Prize winning rapper we 
know and love. Originally, he went under the 
moniker K.Dot and was obviously influenced 
by the likes of Lil Wayne. 

This mixtape was one of the first 
milestones in launching Kendrick to his 
legendary status as it received a cosign from 
Wayne himself. The project in general is 
very rough, but has plenty of bright spots 
throughout. The raspy voice and use of 
autotune is not as polished as the current 
Kendrick is. The rapper himself even notes 
how the song “B*tch I'm In The Club" was 
pretty amateur. 

Listening will put you through a wave of 
emotions ranging from surprise to discontent 
as you have no choice but to compare it to 
Kendrick's current abilities. The top tier 
songs of this tape are “A Milli," “Play With 
Fire” and “Friend of Mine.” 

In general, it is amazing to see how much 
these artists have grown since their start and 
how fast they have risen to stardom.

Opinion: Mixtapes from artists 
before they became well-known

Review: Romance novel 
‘Groundskeeping’ by Lee Cole
PIPER COE
COLUMNIST

Lee Cole’s debut novel 
“Groundskeeping,” was released on March 
1. Set against the backdrop of the 2016 
Presidential election, the novel is narrated 
by Owen Callahan, a Kentucky native who 
begins a job as a groundskeeper at Ashby 
College. There, he takes free writing classes 
and falls in love with Alma Hadzic, a Muslim 
immigrant from Bosnia and a writer-in-
residence.  

After struggling with an opioid addiction 
in his early twenties, living in his car, and 
working dead-end jobs, Owen moves in 
with his grandfather ‘Pop’ and lives in 
the basement, sharing the house with his 
eccentric Uncle Cort. Owen cuts trees, 
watches Western movies with Pop and eats 
McDonald’s every day for breakfast. 

When Owen meets Alma at a graduation 
party, he first tells her “I’ve always had 
the same predicament. When I’m home, in 
Kentucky, all I want is to leave. When I’m 
away, I’m homesick for a place that never 
was.” This sets the novel in motion, as Owen 
struggles with deciding whether to stay in the 
place he has always known with the woman 
he loves or leave for a chance at his dream of 
becoming a writer.  

Cole presents a complex portrayal of 
the South, complete with class, politics, 

addiction—and of course, Cracker Barrel— 
that feels nuanced and authentic. Although 
the novel was described as a romance, it 
read more like a study of Kentucky and its 
inhabitants. Owen spends most of the novel 
trying to convince Alma, whose family lived 
through the tragedies and horror of a war, 
that the people of his town have suffered, too, 
and that their stories are worth writing about. 
This felt like an unfair comparison but was 
compelling, nonetheless.  

The novel is unique in that it does not 
have chapter titles or dialogue tags and reads 
like we are following along with Owen's 
unprocessed, stream-of-consciousness 
thoughts. I found this to be an effective way 
to present the novel for Owen’s character. 
Due to this narration style, however, Alma 
felt underdeveloped and so did their romantic 
relationship.  

The result of the 2016 Presidential 
election is a source of tension in the novel, 
but one that fizzled out by the end. Owen 
is liberal despite his mother and stepfather 
being Evangelical Christians—who voted 
for Trump. I expected greater conflict 
surrounding this fact, considering Alma is 
also liberal and an immigrant, but it did not 
affect their relationship in the way I expected.    

“Groundskeeping” is a remarkable debut 
novel and Lee Cole is an author I will watch. 
I would recommend this novel and give it 3 
out of 5 stars.

EMU mens’ golf finish 
11th at the Colleton 
River Collegiate
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University mens’ golf 
team participated in the Colleton River 
Collegiate at the Jack Nicklaus Course on 
March 8.The Eagles finished in 11th place 
with a season-low tally of 876 (294-295-
287), in a field that consisted of four top-45 
teams, with Georgia State taking the win 
with a 30-under 834 (278-282-274). 

Teams that also finished in the top-5 
featured Cincinnati who placed second 
(843), Kansas State in third (844), Ohio State 
who finished fourth (847), and Michigan 
State in fifth (849). 

Eastern Michigan University, senior Ty 
Celone earned his 23rd career top-25 finish 

after closing with a one-under 70 to earn a 
215 score (71-74-70). That mark is tied for 
his lowest 54 hole tally of the season, which 
equaled his previous outing at the Wexford 
Intercollegiate, Feb. 21-22.

Sophomore Cam Kellett added an EMU-
best score of 219 (76-71-72) to place 35th, 
while classmate Max Watson tied for 44th 
with a score of 221 (71-75-75). 

Senior Cougar Collins produced scores of 
76, 75, and 74 to equal a 225 for 56th place, 
while fellow senior, Zack Mason, finished 
the day with scores of 71, 76, and 71 for a 
tie for 66th. 

The Eagles return to action on the course, 
March 14-15, for the GCU Invitational 
located in Phoenix, Arizona. 

For more information on the EMU mens’ 
golf team, you can visit EMUEagles.com. 

Taige Bryant receives First-
Team All-American as EMU 
indoor track season ends
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Fri. March 11, two Eastern Michigan 
University men’s throwers represented the 
Eagles at the NCAA Indoor Track & Field 
Championships. Junior Newlyn Stephenson 
and graduate student Taige Bryant traveled to 
the University of Alabama to compete inside 
the Birmingham CrossPlex for the second 
time in their careers.

Former Eagle Anthony Jones is the 
only other thrower in EMU track and field 
history to compete in the weight throw at the 
national meet twice. He qualified in 2015 and 
2016, finishing 13th (20.48m) and seventh 
(21.52m). Former Eagle David Seaborne 

is the only other thrower to make it to the 
championship event for weight throwing. He 
completed a 18.69m launch, placing 13th in 
1998.

After the first round of the weight throw 
competition, Bryant sat in seventh with 
21.55m and Stephenson placed 15th with 
19.60m out of the 16 competitors.

Bryant’s second throw resulted in 
21.84m, advancing him into sixth place. 
Stephenson increased his throw to 21.54m 
in the third round, placing 11th. He did not 
advance to the final three throws.

In the finals, Bryant completed a 22.21m 
throw in the fifth round, placing in the top 
five. His final throw also totaled out at 
22.21m, finishing sixth overall. Bryant 
received First-Team All-American for the 

first time in his career.
Bryant earned three points for EMU, now 

putting us at the ninth rank in the country 
with Mississippi State University.

Stephenson holds the third-best seed 
mark after completing a school-record toss 
of 23.22m at the Michigan Invitational on 
Jan. 22. Bryant holds the fifth-highest throw 
this 2021-22 season, with a 23.01m launch 
at Grand Valley State University on Feb. 11.

With indoor track season coming to an 
end, the Eagles will prepare for their first 
outdoor track meet the weekend of March 
24 at North Carolina State University for the 
Raleigh Relays. For more updates, follow 
the team @EMUXC_TF on Instagram, 
Facebook, or Twitter.

spOrts
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 586 Tough Previous solution - Medium


