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Swoop’s Pantry struggles 
with increased demand

AUSTIN ELLIOTT
MANAGING EDITOR

Speaking at the Oct. 25 EMU Board 
of Regents meeting, Dr. Paul Leighton, a 
professor of Sociology, expressed concern 
that Swoop’s Pantry is struggling to meet 
increased demand.

Leighton, who currently serves as the 
Chair of Swoop’s Advisory Board, addressed 
the board on behalf of Swoop’s Pantry, 
saying that Swoop’s has seen a 50% increase 
in demand from last year. In September 2018, 
there were 294 shopping trips to Swoop’s. 
Last month, there was an increase of 159 
additional shopping trips, for a total of 453. 

Swoop’s Pantry opened on Sept. 21, 
2015, as a project led by then-EMU student 
Haley Moraniec. Realizing the everyday 

struggles of some EMU students, Moraniec 
decided to lead an effort to help solve food 
insecurity on campus. 

Originally located on the third floor of 
Marshall, Swoop’s moved to Pierce Hall 
only a year after its opening to allow for 
expansion following a large increase in 
demand. 

Now, only three years later, the pantry is 
already struggling to keep up with demand 
given its current space limitations. 

“The demand has increased to the point 
where we need extra storage space within 
Pierce Hall . . . The current arrangement is not 
sustainable because it involves the leadership 
of the food pantry driving to grocery stores 
too frequently to bring back car loads of 
food,“ Leighton said. “Our current small 
storage space is in another building, which 
requires us to move food to it and from it, as 

Michigan winter sets in.”
Leighton asked the regents for additional 

storage space within Pierce Hall. Addressing 
the board, he said, “The lack of storage space 
will deprive some students with essential 
items . . . please support us with storage 
space in Pierce Hall, so we can increase our 
support to EMU students. If you can provide 
the space, we can find shelving, a refrigerator, 
food and the resources to put it to good use.”

When asked about the cause of this 
dramatic increase, Leighton said, “Part of it is 
better word of mouth, the students who shop 
there are telling other people about it and that 
it’s a good experience. The university has 
also done more to advertise that we’re here 
for students that might want the help.” 

He also expressed concern about the 

JENNA ROBINSON
STUDENT GOVERNMENT

On Tuesday, Oct. 29, the Business 
and Finance Committee allocated a total 
of $8,318.71, with the senators allocating 
$4,018.71, to student organizations and 
$4,300 to club sports.

Zeta Sigma Chi Multicultural Sorority 
President Brianna Madison said the 
organization is requesting $718.71 to pay for 
catering and venue rental for its event.

“SexapalooZa is our event, of the biggest 
events we hold on campus,” Madison said. 
“It’s our 10th year doing it. We usually 
have about 500 people coming through. 
This year we are collaborating with 25 
other organizations. Our sorority has a 
bunch of fundraisers to help raise money for 
SexapalooZa.”

Student Government allocated Zeta 
Sigma Chi Multicultural Sorority the full 

amount. 
Jaden Shorts, public relations director for 

STYLE, came to request $617 to fund the 
organization’s second annual fashion show 
that is being held at the end of November.

“We’ll need audio supplies, a projector, 
the stage and the ballroom,” said Shorts.

The organization has not sought any 
outside funding for their event.

Sen. Tyler Wright brought up the point 
that the organization has time to fundraise 
some of the money before the event.

“There’s a sizable amount of time before 
the event happens which gives them enough 
time to fundraise for a good amount of 
money,” Wright said.

The committee amended the requested 
figure to $500. This motion passed and $500 
was allocated to STYLE.

Alpha Phi Omega President Karissa 
Urban requested $917.67 for the APO Area 

CARMEN CHENG SWOOP’S PANTRY IS SEEKING ADDITIONAL STORAGE SPACE IN PIERCE HALL TO HELP KEEP UP WITH 
EVER-GROWING DEMAND. THEY HAD A 50% INCREASE IN DEMAND FROM THIS TIME LAST YEAR.

Business and Finance 
Committee allocates $8,000 
to various organizations 

MEGAN GIRBACH
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Whether it’s a turnip or pumpkin, we have been carving spooky designs into foods for 
centuries. The name “Jack-O’-Lantern” dates all the way back to the 17th century, directly 
translating to “man with a lantern,” or what we might call today, a night watchman.

This tradition still lives on, which is why the Student Center patio was filled with eager 
pumpkin-carving contest participants on Oct. 29. Not only could students participate in 
pumpkin-carving, they could also listen to music provided by DJ LiXxer, take Halloween 
photos in the photo booth, enjoy free hot chocolate and apple cider and enter giveaways 
from Amazon and the EMU Bookstore.

Makenna Giles, Marketing Coordinator for the Student Center, helped organize the 
event.

“This is my first time hosting the event,” Giles said. “I am so excited to see everyone’s 
creativity and competitive side!”

Giles hopes that this event allowed students to channel their inner child and take a break 
from schoolwork.

“You are never too old for pumpkin carving,“ she said. “I hope students use this event to 
destress from school and life. Everyone needs a creative break sometimes.”

Krysta Mahl, a first year grad student at EMU, participated in the fun.
“I’m new to town, so I really haven’t done any of the Halloween stuff yet,” Mahl said. “I 

saw there was a pumpkin carving event and I’d like to have a pumpkin for my front porch, 
so I figured I’d join.”

Krysta designed a very cute pumpkin with a cat-eye look.
“I tried to do a normal face and I messed up one of the eyes, so then I decided it was 

going to have makeup on,” she said.
Ashley Castillo won Best Pumpkin Overall and took home a Kindle Fire 7 and a $50 

EMU Bookstore gift card. Kayleigh Belanger won Best EMU Pumpkin and Michael Roland 
won Scariest Pumpkin. Both received 2 free tickets to Ken Jeong’s upcoming comedy show 
at the Convocation Center.

Samantha Johnson, RHA’s executive vice president of public relations and marketing, 
believes this event is a great way for EMU students to celebrate the Halloween season.

“I think that pumpkins on the patio is a great resource for students to interact with each 
other and enjoy the fall weather and festivities,” Johnson said.

Follow @emustudentcenter on Facebook or Instagram to find more events.

Campus Life and the 
Student Center host 
Pumpkin Carving

CARMEN CHENG SAIDA ABSNIR, MEEK MILL AND ZAYNAN QATU DISCUSS 
IDEAS FOR A PATTERN TO CARVE ON THEIR PUMPKIN.

DAN D’INTRONO
REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University Dean of Students, Ellen Gold, 
presented during the student affairs meeting of the Board of Regents 
on Thursday, Oct. 24. She provided to the audience the objectives 
and abilities of her department in assisting students through barriers. 
According to Gold, the bottom line of her office is to create a culture 
of care “which acts as a kind of mantra.” The office aims to help 
walk students through situations that may act as a barrier a students 
academic carrier or when they may ask themselves the question, 
according to Gold, of “What do I do?”

The Dean of Students, which as a title was formalized in 2016, 
has a mission of working with students, student families, faculty and 
staff to create a culture of care. According to Gold, “Its designed to 
enhance not only the students’ academic experience but their personal 
success.” The offices aim is to look at students holistically, “Not just 
what they’re doing in the classroom but what they are doing out of the 
classroom, what’s working for them [and] what barriers they face.”

The office may become aware of a student issue through a 

report, a phone call or a walk-in and issues can range from issues 
with academics, a student being a danger to themselves or to others, 
a student family crisis, mental health concerns, financial issues, the 
physical health of a student, a death of family member or friend of 
a student, concerns of a students well being or behavior, housing or 
food insecurity, bias incidences and if a student has a concern for 
someone else on campus. It is not uncommon for the office to receive 
complaints related to Title IX, however such incidents are referred to 
the Title IX office.

When notified of a student behavior concern, it is brought to the 
attention of the Student Intervention Team. Concerns are typically 
brought forward by a care report submission. Reports can be received 
by the team on a 24/7 basis and will be addressed by their urgency. 
The team will identify resources, interventions and/or referral options 
for the student along with other recommendations for other necessary 
actions. After being addressed initially, the team will review the 
reports progress after two weeks.

According to Gold, the office will aid the student using a solution 

Dean of Students fills an important role 
by helping students in times of need

BIANCA RAMSEY
REPORTER

E-PRSSA held their annual meeting with 
the guest speaker Kristina Millman-Rinaldi. 
During the session, Rinaldi was able to 
connect with her audience by telling her life 
behind the scenes working with Detroit Dog 
Rescue (DDR) and how to make one-on-one 
connections within your field of profession. 

Rinaldi is the executive director of DDR, as 
well as a mom and a wife. Throughout her 
time in the public relations field, she was 
able to create her own lane of success. But 
the road to success had many different lanes 
that lead to her life today.

“Your life is your resume,” she said to 
EMU students.

After a childhood in and out of foster 
care, Rinaldi attended EMU 20 years ago. 
However, due to personal difficulties, she 

eventually dropped out of college. Taking a 
step back from academic life, Rinaldi began 
her life journey by traveling back and forth 
from Michigan to Chicago.

While being in Chicago, Rinaldi was able 
to connect with Interscope Records and work 
with music artist like Detroit native Eminem 
and Snoop Dogg by help promoting their 
music and venues.

Executive director of Detroit Dog 
Rescue discusses ins and outs of 
public relations field with students

SEE “STUDENT GOV.” PAGE 2

SEE “SWOOPS” PAGE 2

SEE “PRSSA” PAGE 2

SEE “STUDENTS” PAGE 2
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Conference 2019. 
“We are requesting that (amount) to 

cover the cost of registration fees for 13 of 
our brothers to attend a regional conference 
and at the conference there will be many 
opportunities to take leadership courses, 
workshops and there will be a service event 
where we can get service hours at,” Urban 
said. “We just did the Cedar Point fundraiser 
where we went down for the day and worked 
an eight hour shift. There were 16 of us that 
went, so even more than we have going to the 
conference. We made $800 for that and we 
took about $400 to $450 of that to cover the 
cost of hotels. This conference is all the way 
in Milwaukee so we will be spending a lot of 
our own money on gas and food. It is for the 
entire weekend (Nov. 1-3) so the registration 
will cover the leadership courses.”

Senators agreed to allocate $800 to the 
organization.

Poetry Society President Shayla Card-
Noulin, Treasurer Marcus LaGuerre and 
Vice President Dary’us Bell requested 
$5,176 from Student Government.

“We are here to ask for $5,176 for The 
Color of Drums, one of the biggest events on 
campus, a part of MLK week,” Card-Noulin 
said.

LaGuerre said the organization plans on 
holding a laundry and donate fundraiser on 
Nov. 20 and a dine and donate at the Tower 
Inn on Dec. 4.

The committee couldn’t give the Poetry 
Society their full requested amount because 
it would be over the recommended budget. 
Instead, the senators allocated $2,000.

Club lacrosse Vice President Coy Weller 
and Treasurer Nathan Homrich came to 
request $4,000 on behalf of their team.

Weller said the team has held fundraisers 
through Cedar Point which brought in $6,500 
but the team still needs money for different 
fees.

“Games, we have to pay fees toward the 
League,” Weller said. “We also have to pay 
referee fees and fees to rent the fields out.”

Senators didn’t allocate the full amount 
and instead agreed on the amount of $2,150.

Club hockey Treasurer Spencer Poscente 
came before the committee on behalf of his 
team and asked for a large sum of $70,500. 

Business and Finance Committee 
Director Mohammad Aggour brought back 
up the fact that the committee can only give 
out a certain portion to stay on budget.

“We can only give seven percent of the 
entire budget for club sports and right now 
that would be $2,381.03,” Aggour said.

Senators were in disagreement about 
whether this amount would make any dent in 
the team’s huge fee. The senators ended up 
allocating $2,150.

The budget for student organizations is 
now $34,937.86 and $31,979.75.

economic situation of students, saying,  “We also think part of it is just that the current 
economic situation isn’t improving for most of our students. So we’re seeing more demand 
because of more need.” 

During September 2019, Swoop’s distributed 8,600 pounds of food to students experiencing 
food insecurity. During this time period, the pantry experienced two record days, in which 86 
shopping trips occurred, with 1,600 pounds of food being distributed.

Long-term solutions won’t come easy. There are many aspects to solving food insecurity, 
as Leighton describes, “Longer term [solutions are] a much harder conversation about the 
economic reality of students and that includes the housing insecurity part, a lot of students 
make tradeoffs between paying rent and buying food.” 

In fact, housing insecurity is another topic getting increased attention on campus. Student 
Body President Ethan Smith and Vice President Hajer Abuzir used their time to address the 
regents to raise the issue of housing insecurity. 

“Look at affordable housing, look at economic development in the area, look at college 
affordability, there’s a lot to work on that’s also necessary,” Leighton said. 

After the board of regents meeting on Friday, EMU President James M. Smith said, “We’re 
gonna find an answer for expanding Swoop’s, we’re gonna find an answer for ‘how do we 
provide housing for people who have housing insecurity’, we’re gonna do that, it’s just I don’t 
have that answer today. We’re going to have to keep working at it.”

Geoff Larcom, Executive Director of Media Relations, said that the university will be 
working with Swoop’s leadership to determine the best path forward.

Swoop’s Pantry provides nutritious food, toiletries and household items to students 
experiencing food or housing insecurity on campus. For more information about how to utilize 
these resources, visit their official website at https://emich.edu/swoopspantry/index.php.

focused approach. The ways the office 
can assist a student vary on a continuum 
from prevention to intervention, up to an 
including a recommendation of a leave from 
courses for a semester in order to improve 
the personal well being of the student. 
During her presentation Gold stated that her 
efforts were mainly concerned with issues 
in the present and what can be done rather 
than focusing on what issues have already 
occurred and what has held back the student 
in the past. “We will use that [information] 
but we are forward thinking and we are 
forward directed in our approach to working 
with [a] particular student.”

Gold said that when assisting a student, 
the office will aid the student in effective 
problem solving for the problem at hand, 
however, the office will not solve the 
student’s problem’s for them. “We help 
them to solve it themselves by identifying 
solutions,” however Gold went on to say that 
the responsibility of the office is solely case 
management.

A significant aspect of Gold’s 
responsibilities is to notify necessary faculty 
and staff, when requested by a student, 
of their absence from campus. Request 
typically encompass student hospitalization, 
a physical or mental health issue, personal 
crisis or an emergency family concern that 

requires students to be outside of classes for 
an extended time. In such instances the Dean 
of Students will be able to notify instructors, 
campus employers and housing staff when 
necessary and requested by a student or 
on the student’s behalf. Requests of this 
nature were numbered at 142 in the 2016/17 
academic year, 101 in 2017/2018, 176 in 
2018/2019 and as of October 24, 2019, 27 in 
the 2019/2020 academic year.

Dean Gold concluded her presentation 
with the university’s Student Death Action 
Plan. In the case of a student who passes 
away, the Dean of Students will identify 
how to best support the family of the student 
and the campus community as a whole. 
Typically the office will receive notification 
from a number of sources that a student has 
passed away and this will be verified by the 
office. The office will then assess how the 
student was involved or active on campus 
in order to address who may need support 
and how to best plan crisis management. The 
office will also notify the professors of the 
student of the death in order for professors 
to be aware of the death prior to class. The 
Dean of Students received 25 student death 
notices during the 2018/2019 academic year 
and as of October 24, 2019, four during the 
2019/2020 academic year.

As time went on and Rinaldi was able to push her way up the ladder of success, she began 
to work with different types of people in media fields like John Roach, Director of Media 
Relations at City of Detroit.

Rinaldi thinks that social media helps with maintaining a mutual relationship, “but face to 
face connection is one of the best ways.”

Throughout the session with Rinaldi, she was able to give EMU students a chance to 
understand the truth behind the word networking. She advised how to reach out to different 
people in your career through social media platforms.

“Many college students don’t release their chance of networking in right in front them. Get 
to know your peers and even outside of your major. Because one day, you will find yourself 
befriending different types of people,” said Rinaldi.

She went on to explain that people find social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, etc.) 
playing a huge part in everyday life, whether it is connecting with friends, different people 
across the world and even celebrities. Social media has a huge hand for college students 
looking for new opportunities. Rinaldi made sure students understand that social media 
platforms are their secret weapon to success saying, “You guys don’t know how lucky you are 
for having social media at a time like this. Your phone is major part in networking.”

“Investing in your technology means investing in yourself,” she explained. Overall, Rinaldi 
was able to connect to EMU Students on campus by breaking down the tools for success.
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JENNA ROBINSONTHE BUSINESS AND FINANCE COMMITTEE ALLOCATED A 
TOTAL OF $8,318.71 DURING THE MEETING ON TUESDAY.

Education First Opportunity 
Scholarship yields positive 
results for EMU students
SOPHIA KALAKAILO
ARTS

At the Financial and Investment 
Committee meeting on Friday, Oct. 25, 
Kevin Kucera, Vice President and Chief 
Enrollment Officer, provided an update on 
the results yielded from the Education First 
Opportunity Scholarship (EFOS) since it 
was put in place in the fall of 2012.

The students recieving the EFOS are 
typically first generation, academically 
qualified, low income and are residents 
of Michigan and Ohio. There was also a 
significant number of students of color found 
within the program.

“When you take students who are in 
need, who are academically talented, and 
you alleviate the financial pressure for those 
students, it gives them the opportunity to 
focus on their academics,” said Kucera.

The eligibility requirements for the 
EFOS include a minimum high school GPA 
of 3.0, a minimum ACT score of 20, an SAT 
score of 1030, “First Time in Any College” 
(FTIAC) status, Federal Pell Grant eligibility 

and completion of the application by Feb. 1.
The EFOS covers full tutition (30 credits 

per academic year) minus the Federal Pell 
Grant, amounting to 13,233 dollars for four 
years if students meet renewal criteria. To 
remain eligible for the EFOS, students must 
enroll in 15 credits each semester, maintain 
a 2.75 EMU GPA, remain Pell Grant eligble 
after filing for FAFSA each year by Apr. 1 
and meet Satisfactory Academic Progress, 
which requires students to earn passing 
grades in a minimum of 67 percent of the 
credit hours they take. (Grades of F, W, I, N, 
NC or repeated classes are not “earned.”)

On average, there are 475 recipients 
of the scholarship in an FTIAC class. The 
average student surpasses the minimum 
requirements. A student with the EFOS 
beginning at EMU has an average SAT score 
of 1149, an average ACT score of 23 and an 
average high school GPA of 3.52.

“So this particular program has attracted 
a reasonable number of students but it’s 
also attracted really high quality students,” 
explained Kucera.

Furthermore, Kucera showed a higher 
retention rate per year (2013 through 2018) 

for students recieving the EFOS verses 
the overall class. Additionally, based on a 
six-year graduation rate, Kucera showed 
there was a higher graduation rate for these 
students as well. For the incoming class in the 
fall of 2013, the overall six-year graduation 
rate was 46.1 percent, the highest it’s ever 
been. The EFOS graduation rate was 55.3 
percent, while the non-EFOS graduation rate 
was 44.1 percent.

“This really helped our overally 
graduation rate go up a couple of points. So 
this program was designed to incentivise 
graduation, to take students who are talented 
academically, who experience financial need 
and get them to the point of graduation,” said 
Kucera. “And so we’re very, very pleased 
with the outcome associated with it.” 

Kucera added that because the scholarship 
is callibrated based on 30 credits per year, 
most students with the EFOS graduate in 
four years. 

“This is just such an excellent program, 
it’s nice to see that it’s doing what it’s 
intended to do,” concluded Michelle Crumm, 
Vice Chair to the Board of Regents.

TYLER GAWHAAB’S RESTAURANT WAS ROBBED AT GUNPOINT BY TWO MASKED MEN HALLOWEEN NIGHT. 

SOPHIA KALAKAILO
ARTS

The Eastern Michigan University Board of Regents approved a 
new academic program for a Bachelors of Science in Quantitative 
Economics at its regular meeting on Friday, Oct. 25. The program 
will commence in the next academic year of 2020.

The major requires 34 hours of coursework and is intended to 
develop student’s skills in data collection and analysis. Students will 
also write empirical papers for conclusions drawn from statistical 
analysis, understand relevant research questions and draw conclusions 
about the reliability of sets of data and research.

“[Quantitative Economics] is a program that will support students 
seeking career opportunities in business, government and the non-
profit sector and will give them skills to do econometric analysis and 
big data analysis,” said Rhonda Longworth, Provost and Executive 
Vice President of the Education Policies Committee.

Although EMU already has a program for a BA in Economics, 
the program for a BS in Quantitative Economics differs in its content.

“Because it’s a Bachelor of Science, it does have a significantly 
higher math content and expectation that you can do that kind of 
analysis. And that’s what I think the job market is pushing towards 
so if you think about even your phone, your car or planes, they 
generate all this data and we use it to model different things and 
predict different things, or even just to analyze the data itself,”  said 
Longworth. “These folks would have the skills to do that kind of big 
data analysis and be helpful to employers in any kind of government, 
non-profit corporate entity.”

Regent Eunice Jeffries provided a specific example of this demand 

in the workforce. David Walker, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer of Level One Bank, communicated in an email to 
Jeffries an interest in hiring EMU graduates with a BS in Quantitative 
Economics. Walker also expressed an interest in receiving resumes 
from current students interested in the degree for summer internships 
in 2020, 2021 and 2022 as well as an internship in the fall and winter 
that works well for students who take night courses while working to 
pay for their education.

“Graduates are going to find a path pretty easily, both internships 
while they’re going to school and jobs when they graduate and I think 
that’s increasingly important to students. The regents are asking us to 
be particularly attentive to that, in any program that we put in place,” 
added Longworth.

Another aspect of the program expected to attract students is the 
College Fed Challenge, a team competition for undergraduate students 
in which students analyze economic and financial circumstances and 
devise a monetary policy recommendation modeled after the Federal 
Open Market Committee.

“They have a student group that competes in the Federal Reserve 
Open Market Competitions and other things like that and I think 
they feel like that’s the kind of program that really gets highlighted 
and pushed up even further and gives students more opportunities to 
really be competitive in those high profile competitions that result in 
really good jobs,” said Longworth.

Longworth expects to receive interest in the program from students 
in the next academic year. Approval to begin the marketing of this 
program is pending. The addition of a BS in Quantitative Economics 
is a part of EMU’s ongoing iniative in improving and highlighting its 
STEM programs.

New academic program in Quantitative 
Economics approved by EMU regents

Haab’s in downtown Ypsilanti robbed by 
two men at gunpoint on Halloween night

TYLER GAW
CRIME

Haab’s, a local restaurant in downtown Ypsilanti, was robbed 
around 7:48 p.m. on Oct. 31. Ypsilanti Police are now on the lookout 
for the two masked men who were armed with handguns at the scene. 

The two men demanded money after shooting a bullet into the 
floor of the restaurant. After being given the cash register, the men 
fled the spot. No updates have been reported on where the suspects 
fled to. No injuries were reported.

“It was the first time we’ve had a problem and I’ve been here 
43 years,” said Owner Mike Kabat. “The two men didn’t leave with 
much money, most people use debit cards these days.

“We are very fortunate nobody got hurt. We believe this was just 
an abnormal occurrence because of it being the night of Halloween.”

The Ypsilanti Police Department had security cameras around 
the area and used tracking dogs through Depot Town, but were 
unsuccessful in finding the two suspects.

Kabat told the Echo that Haab’s got phenomenal responses from 
their customers with great support, along with the Ypsilanti Police 
Department doing a great job trying to solve this case. 

“Police were there 10 minutes after the incident happened, which 
was great to see” Kabat said. 

The story will be updated once further information is available. 
The investigation is still ongoing.

Anyone with information is asked to contact the Ypsilanti Police 
Department at 734-483-9510.
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TYLER GAW
CRIME

The Ypsilanti Police Department is 
investigating a recent burglary of the local 
non-profit organization, Ypsilanti Meals on 
Wheels. Their building at 1110 W Cross St. 
was broken into Oct. 25 at approximately 
4:30 a.m. with only their safe being stolen. 

The organization reported the incident 
to the community later in the morning of 
Oct. 25 on their Facebook page along with 
a newly set up GoFundMe page to help out 
the loss of the safe. The GoFundMe page has 
raised $2,585 as of Nov. 2. 

Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels provides 
nutritious meals, social contact and other 
services for the homebound elderly, ill and 

disabled in eastern Washtenaw County, to 
enable them to enjoy healthier, safer, and 
more independent lives. The organization 
has been helping out the community since 
1974. 

The Echo spoke with Volunteer 
Coordinator, Rolanda Logan, who arrived 
to their building shortly after it was first 
discovered being broken into. “A staff 
member reported the break-in once she 
arrived at the office,” Logan said. “ We 
looked through surveillance cameras and 
spotted a person walking towards our 
entrance door around 4:30 a.m. That is the 
only lead we have so far.”

Logan started the GoFundMe page and 
has said that she is happy how much the 
community cares.  The organization will 

be increasing their security by installing a 
sturdy door, adding cameras, and additional 
locks to secure the valuable items.

“It is sad and frightening that someone 
would do this” said Logan. “The thought 
will always be there on who would want 
to steal from us and why? We have a lot of 
volunteers and additional traffic coming 
through the office, so when this happened it 
made me realize I need to be more aware of 
my surroundings and to pay closer attention 
to those who come in our space.”

If you would like to help out Ypsilanti 
Meals on Wheels, check out their GoFundMe 
page.

Anyone with information related to these 
events is asked to contact the Ypsilanti Police 
Department at 734-483-9510. 

Local non-profit organization, 
Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels, 
building broken into; safe stolen

Pumpkins light up 
Frog Island Park 

MEGAN MORRISON
REPORTER

“That was really cool!” exclaimed one 
child after seeing Deanna Bedoun balancing 
a hula hoop surrounded by flames on her 
face. She was just one of the performers at 
the All Hallows Illumination event at Frog 
Island Park.

The evening was hosted by The Eyrie, a 
local artisan gift shop located in the heart of 
Depot Town.

Residents of Ypsilanti were encouraged 
to bring their pumpkins from home and line 
them up along the stairs of the amphitheater 
at Frog Island Park to be lit with a candle 
inside. This gave community members the 
final opportunity to display their Halloween 
pumpkins for the season. At the conclusion 
of the event, the pumpkins were going to be 
composted thanks to Recycle Ann Arbor and 
the city of Ypsilanti services.

Hundreds of jack-o’-lanterns were 
brought by locals and put on display, each 
with a unique carving. Many of the pumpkins 
sported the traditional faces carved out, such 
as triangle eyes and funky smiles. However, 
many had very intricate designs, such as 
the Detroit Lions logo and Bigfoot. One 
pumpkin even repped the city, with the word 
“Ypsi” and the famous water tower carved 
out.

Despite the chilly beginning-of-
November weather, the amphitheater was 
packed with people of all ages, from toddlers 
to the elderly. Some even dressed up in 
costumes from Halloween the day earlier.

While the jack-o’-lanterns themselves 
were amazing to see, volunteer performers 
like Bedoun made the night even more 
charming for the Ypsi locals that came. With 
the trees illuminated in different colors, these 
performers added to the eerie and magical 
vibe of the evening.

Performing with fire alongside Deanna 
Bedoun were Chadewick Harris and Noah 
Husted, who are part of a festival that teaches 
workshops on flow arts. This included 
dancing with props like batons and hula 
hoops that are on fire.

According to Harris, flow art is the 
mixing of dance and props. Their flow art 
included spinning and dancing with fire.

Scattered across the park were other 
volunteer performers, such as the Violin 
Monster and Colleen Weisserman.

The Violin Monster, a violinist wearing a 
wolf mask, stood by the tridge and serenaded 
the families and friends that walked by. They 
also happily posed for photo ops with the 
attendees.

Tarot card readings were also offered by 
Colleen Weisserman next to the stage where 
the fire dancers performed.

“This is a really neat event, I’ve never 
been to anything like this,” said Bedoun. 
She particularly liked seeing the little kids 
running around dressed in their Halloween 
costumes.

For The Eyrie, it was important that this 
event was festive and gathered different 
members from all over the Ypsilanti 
community.

“I think stuff like this should be going 
on in Ypsi as much as possible,” said Sarah 
Grossman, who has happily dancing with her 
levitation wand. These are another form of 
flow art.

Grossman works in Ypsilanti and 
volunteered to dance with her wand because 
of how much fun she has with it. She was 
joined by her husband and two kids, who 
each had their own glow stick trying to copy 
their mom’s moves.

With a huge smile on her face, Grossman 
expressed her satisfaction with the evening. 
“I’m really happy to support it.”

Eagle Filmmakers Association 
gives students “hands-on 
experience” in film production

MEGAN GIRBACH
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Steven Spielberg, a famous director known for his films Jurassic 
Park, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws and more, has had a love for 
filmmaking all his life. His advice for aspiring filmmakers is to 
remember that “filmmaking is all about appreciating the people you 
surround yourself with and knowing you could have never made any 
of these films by yourself.”

This is the message that EMU’s Eagle Filmmakers Association 
(EFA) is trying to spread, as well.

“[We] are a family of cool people who love to make movies . 
. . at Eastern Michigan University,” the club’s Facebook page (@
eaglefilmmakers) reads.

EFA welcomes all EMU students, even if they have no experience 
in film whatsoever. They make short films, host workshops and 
provide mentorships and networking for those who want to work 
professionally in film.

Heather Moody, President of Eagle Filmmakers Association, 
described a typical EFA meeting.

“A typical meeting isn’t typical in EFA,” said Moody. “We have 
two main types of meetings, which are pre-production and production 
days. Pre-production days get us prepared for production days. We 
try to do as much production as we can.”

Along with other interested students, Moody said the group also 
welcomes CMTA majors who are interested in filmmaking.

“We give access to more opportunities and hands-on experience 

to supplement the little hands-on we get in the classroom,” she said.
Interested in joining? The group meets every Thursday from 5pm-

7pm in room 330 at the Student Center during the Fall and Winter 
semesters.

“Interested students can find us on Facebook and either message 
that page or contact me, Heather Moody (hmoody2@emich.edu), and 
let me know their interest in joining,“ Moody said. “Or just show up...
more than likely, I can point them to where we are.”

Moody encourages students to keep their eyes open, as there is a 
film festival, co-hosted with Campus Life, coming up next semester.

“Anyone is welcome to submit their short film,” Moody said. “We 
don’t have a date set but more information is coming soon.”

Jacob Lyon, EFA Treasurer, believes that “students need a unique 
outlet to let their creative sides shine.”

“[EFA] is one of the best ways to do it. If you want to be behind 
the camera, awesome. If you want to act, cool. If you want to write, 
even better. No matter what it is you want, we will try our best to 
accommodate,“ Lyon said.

Like Spielberg, Quentin Tarantino is another famous director. He 
is known for the films Pulp Fiction, Kill Bill, Inglorious Basterds 
and more. His work has inspired filmmakers all over the world. His 
advice for future filmmakers is to “reinvent the genre a little bit...just 
do it [your] way.”

Lyon encourages students to be on the lookout for the EFA-
sponsored Friday Night Movie, Once Upon a Time in Hollywood, 
directed by Tarantino, in mid-November.

To learn more about EFA and their upcoming events, check out 
their Facebook page (@eaglefilmmakers).

TYLER GAWYPSILANTI MEALS ON WHEELS WAS BROKEN INTO OCT. 25.

MEGAN MORRISONTHIS IS ONE OF THE HUNDREDS OF PUMPKINS AT FROG 
ISLAND PARK - THIS ONE FEATURES THE WATER TOWER.

PHOTO COURTESY OF EMU’S EAGLE FILMMAKERS ASSOCIATION

ABBI STEWARTEMU PLAYERS PRESIDENT SARAH GUNTER AND VICE 
PRESIDENT LINDSEY BROWN SERENADE EMCEE JONAH 
PHELPS WITH BLUE FROM HEATHERS.

ABBI STEWARTAARON GREUKE SWOONS OVER GETTING A DELICIOUS 
TREAT IN VANILLA ICE CREAM, FROM SHE LOVES ME.

EMU Players 
present ‘Miscast’

FULL GALLERY AT EASTERNECHO.COM
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‘Outer Worlds’ is a new, sci-fi 
standout amongst RPGs
MORGAN ELDER
COLUMNIST

A violent, space sci-fi with humorous undertones, “Outer 
Worlds” crashed into the gamesphere on October 25th, 2019, with a 
boldness often lacking in today’s market. The game revolves around 
corporation and brand-owned societies, set far in the future.

Obsidian Entertainment manned the helm of this project, a familiar 
name amongst RPG fans for their previous titles including “Fallout: 
New Vegas” and “Pillars of Eternity.” Fans of the former will be 
pleased to know that “Outer Worlds” carries some of the familiar tone 
and feel of “Fallout.” From a complex character development system 
to a dense map filled to the brim with loot to plunder, players can get 
their hands on this gem for $60.

Most notable when first starting up the game is its intuitive 
character creation system. With a pool of points to disperse 
amongst six categories (Strength, Dexterity, Temperament, Charm, 
Perception, and Intelligence) the player is in full control of their 
character’s strengths and weaknesses. The protagonist is not bound to 
any specific character class, meaning as they level up, they can fluidly 
move between skills and abilities. The player is also allowed to fully 
customize their character’s appearance as well. Wildly colorful 
options mesh beautifully with the overall game design.

Visually the game excels in its vibrant environments. Extremely 
colorful in nature, the world is teeming with plant life and unique 
creatures. The planets are beautiful but harsh. No matter where you 
step there is danger. Though some view the graphics as a major plus, 

some may find it overwhelming or straining to the eye. Coupled with 
tiny font which many have taken issue with, the player may find 
themselves disoriented before they adjust. However, the game goes 
much deeper than just a flashy game world.

Spread over several maps, the worlds themselves are not especially 
large. What they do well though is that they’re very dense, meaning 
walk in one direction and stumble across a dozen things to do. Many 
buildings are accessible and contain tons of loot and possible quests. 
Missions also often contain moral choices for the players to make, 
each in turn affecting the world in different ways.

“Outer Worlds” also features a companion system, of which there 
are six options unlocked throughout the story. Each of the six follower 
options comes with a unique personality and skill set. The player can 
tailor and adjust their party’s skills to compliment their own however 
they’d like. Depending on which combination of companions you 
choose leads to unique missions and dialogue.

The dialogue is also one of the standout features. Branching 
dialogue options is possibly the best way to portray your character’s 
personality. Sarcasm, kindness, humor and more are built directly into 
the game. While speaking to NPCs, the player may feel like they’re 
playing “Fallout: New Vegas” again, as the system is quite similar. 

Fans everywhere are celebrating “Outer Worlds” as a refreshing 
new addition to the gaming scene. While not a perfect game, Obsidian 
Entertainment did their best to bring a new, fun experience to their 
players. With fast combat and a fascinating societal structure, “Outer 
Worlds” is quick to be a favorite among many. 

Available on PS4 and Xbox, “Outer Worlds” will come to 
Nintendo Switch and PC in the near future.

Ann Arbor has the power 
to make housing affordable
MARCUS LAWNICZAK
COLUMNIST

Ann Arbor is often regarded as an open, tolerant and liberal city. 
Throughout its neighborhoods, signs stating “All are Welcome Here” 
and “Hate has no Home Here” are commonplace. The city prides 
itself on accepting people of any cultural, racial or socioeconomic 
background. While these ideals might be verbally supported 
throughout the community, they are absent when it comes to housing 
policy. As Ypsilanti’s rental market becomes more expensive, the 
future of housing within Washtenaw County will be decided by the 
City of Ann Arbor and its residents.

The Ann Arbor metro area is the eighth most economically 
segregated metro area in the entire nation. The vast majority of 
Washtenaw County tenants, who qualify for Section 8 Housing 
Vouchers, reside in Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township. This is due to 
a massive shortage of affordable housing within Ann Arbor, creating 
vast economic disparities throughout Washtenaw County that 
literally shorten peoples’ lives. There is a nine-year difference in life 
expectancy between Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti residents.

In 2015, the Washtenaw County government hired CZB to 
conduct a study on housing within the county. The findings showed 
a dire situation. Ann Arbor’s defacto housing policy is to push low-
income individuals into the cheaper rental market of Ypsilanti, while 
not addressing its own deficiency of affordable rental units. 

In 2000, there were 11,397 unaffordable and 3,428 very-
unaffordable tenants within Washtenaw County. By 2012, both 
groups had more than doubled. Unaffordable tenants increased to 
23,835, while very-unaffordable went up to 8,506. This is a drastic 
increase in the amount of unaffordable housing. In 2019, more than 
4,300 individuals who qualified for Section Eight Housing Vouchers 
applied for the 600 spots on Ann Arbor’s affordable housing waitlist. 
This demand is not being met by the Ann Arbor rental market. The 
city has to step in.

In short, Ypsilanti has too much subsidized housing, while Ann 
Arbor has too little. This lack of affordable housing in Ann Arbor is 

making Ypsilanti more expensive as higher income residents move 
in for the cheaper cost of living, worsening an already bad situation. 

To ensure that Washtenaw County does not become a dystopian 
nightmare of inequality, CZB concluded that Ann Arbor must add 
2,800 affordable units by 2035. Since 2015, they have added an 
estimated 50, far below the 140 a year required to meet the goal.

The City of Ann Arbor and its residents have to step up to the 
plate and begin approving high rises in its downtown that consist of 
both market rate and affordable rental units. This will change the look 
and nature of downtown but to make Ann Arbor more affordable, 
the supply of rental units, both market rate and affordable, has to be 
increased. 

Right now, there are multiple downtown high-rise apartment 
buildings awaiting council approval. The Ann Arbor Planning 
Commission voted 7-0 earlier this month to approve a 19-story high 
rise on State Street. This is great news but of the 240 apartments, 
only 19 will be affordable. This is not nearly enough, especially if the 
findings in the CZB report are to be taken seriously.  

The main roadblock to addressing this issue will be Ann Arbor 
residents who are suspicious of such change. Will they be willing 
to see downtown become much more densely populated? Residents 
have rejected developments in the past. In 2018, Proposal A was 
approved, banning the city from selling the downtown library lot for 
development. The ballot proposal was a response to the city striking a 
deal to sell the lot to Core Spaces, which would have built a 17-story 
apartment building consisting of some affordable rental units.

Residents did not want this but Ann Arbor Mayor Christopher 
Taylor and multiple council members supported it, arguing that it 
would have created more affordable rental units thereby lowering 
rental prices by increasing the housing supply.

The future of Washtenaw County housing hinges on how many 
affordable units Ann Arbor will add in the coming decade. If the 
liberal capital of Michigan wants to prove itself, it will have to 
drastically increase its affordable housing or risk making an already 
unequal county somehow worse.

CURTIS DINWIDDLE
COLUMNIST

“If I May,” I’d like to inform the masses 
on one of hip-hop’s brightest newcomers: 
Wynne. She has delivered her first mixtape, 
“If I May,” after releasing a couple of ear-
shocking singles “Buzzer” and “Handle IT.”

Wynne’s mixtape details her self-
awareness as a white, female emcee coming 
into rap and her college upbringing. With 
11 tracks and master producers, such as 
Thundercat, Hit-Boy and DJ Dahi, Wynne 
has the lyrical tenacity with honey-flow to 
properly introduce herself.

You might have seen Sina Holwerda, 
with the stage name Wynne, through a couple 
viral Instagram freestyles to get cosigns from 
legends Snoop Dogg, Timbaland and Missy 
Elliot. Or you’ve heard of her from a false 
rumor that she’s Eminem’s daughter, yet 
her rabid flows are similar to the Rap God. 
The 22-year-old, Lake Oswego-born rapper 
has been catching media buzz since 2017’s 
intelligent, six minute visual “CVTVLYST.”

The opening track, “Roll Call,” starts 
with a voicemail from Wynne’s dad asking 
about her release, then switching to producer 
Thelonious Martin’s jazz-infused trap beat. 
Wynne starts with the witty wordplay and 
builds up to her lethal injection, referring to 
her rhymes as pistols. The saxophone-savvy 
beat fits her message as she’s calling to hip-
hop to witness her future hits.

Wynne, a.k.a. Queen Honeypot, reps 
her city Portland highly in “Rose City,” 
announcing she’s the new queen of the rap 
scene there.

“I’m stealing the rivers flow, I should go 
pay the Nile / I got nails to file I gotta put in 
the coffin And that won’t take awhile / Give 
major pain I’m Damon Wayans now,” she 
raps.

She’s filling the void, with her college 
crew of engineers, where not much white 
emcees emerge. Joined by new friend and 
Dreamville artist J.I.D. on “Ego Check,” 
they fluently express their confidence on 
being the new wave standouts out of their 
respective areas.

You can tell Wynne is patiently strategic 
on her music career through her timing of 
releases and her tenure at University of 
Oregon. The title of the project “If I May” 
strikes the real question if she can maintain 
a place in hip-hop as an unlikely guest. She 
doesn’t have to do it alone, proven in her 
visual for “The Thesis.” She is accompanied 

by more artists surrounding Portland. One of 
Wynne’s goals through her music is to unify 
and market the underrated rap scenes in local 
towns like her home “Rose City.”

Given this is her first full project while 
in college, Wynne is having fun embracing 
her newfound “Playa” attitude while being 
“Petty” to the “punk a** boys” who wasted 
her time before. What surprised me on 
this mixtape was track No.5, “hungover,” 
because I’m hearing more sultry singing by 
the rapper that’s trying to lure in a certain 
“big dog” to bring her new heights. Wynne 
has proved she can be a beauty and a beast on 
the mic from the 2018 visual “Buzzer.” This 
fresh, intimate piece shows that switching 
gears is effortless for her.

“Portland knows, the view over the 
city looks like Gotham / Not fronting for 
publicity, didn’t start at the bottom /P-p-
pillar for the city, I’m making news columns 
/ Rhymes are f***ing raw, we don’t use 
condoms,” Wynne raps.

My favorite tracks are the last two, “Fine 
Things” and “212°.” Wynne comes with 
the intricate offense stating her stamp of 
approval is a privilege. The instrumental is 
very laid-back to blast this in your whip as 
she wants less materialistic objects but more 
promising and everlasting opportunities in 
life. When I heard the bass-line from “212°,” 
I knew an eclectic producer like Thundercat 
and alt-R&B star Mahalia would be behind 
this because it sounds so ethereal. Wynne’s 
clever rhyming differentiates herself from 
her classmates since she’s been living on 
planes lately, breaking out of the college 
grounds.

“Uh, I’m a prophet making profits, you’re 
not both / But they’ve got reasonable doubts, 
and I’m not Hov / Cash flow on fire that’s 
creme brûlée / Breaking down walls like I’m 
red cool aid,” she raps.

I want to shout-out the mixing team 
of Denis Kosiak & Itay Lerner and all the 
producers on this debut because the whole 
mixtape exemplifies how a hybrid, beautiful 
lyricist should sound in the early career 
stages. Wynne has a warrior capability of 
delivering continuous bars at fast tempos 
that quickly turn doubters into believers. If 
she may showcase her rap stock to the most 
famous hip-hop scenes in the country, then 
she might self-proclaim herself as Portland’s 
newest queen and onward to top-ten female 
rapper level.

The Eastern Echo rates this 9.2/10 stars.

Don’t wait for them to change: 
learning to leave a toxic relationship
ALLY GRAHAM
OPINIONS EDITOR

Have you ever had a moment where 
you take a step back and think to yourself, 
“In what ways is this person benefitting my 
life anymore?” If you’ve experienced this 
analysis, you may understand what it’s like 
to be apart of a toxic relationship. You may 
feel like you’re walking on eggshells around 
this person or you’re putting time, energy 
and money into the relationship only to get 
little to nothing in return. You feel trapped, 
stuck lingering because you cling to the hope 
that things will get better with time. Then, 
before you know it, you’re mentally and 
emotionally drained from trying to pump life 
into something that’s already dead.

Whether it be a friend, a partner or a 
family member, not all relationships are 
meant to last. Regardless if they were built 
on a rocky platform or if things started great 
then turned sour, sometimes things simply 
aren’t meant to last forever. Not all abusive 
relationships leave bruises or physical 
wounds. Some abusers leave their marks on 
a persons mind, heart and soul. 

The tricky part about toxic relationships 
is most of the time you still have a great 
deal of love towards the other person, so 
you dismiss their abuse, make excuses for 
them, give them chances or simply live in 
denial. You linger, hoping things will change 
because the love you have for them keeps 

you going but it’s not worth the continuous 
pain and disappointment you bring upon 
yourself. You can still love someone and 
wish the best for them and understand that 
they are not beneficial to you anymore. You 
don’t have to hate every person who comes 
and goes in your life, just accept that you 
need to take care of yourself first. 

There is a whole checklist you can go 
through to identify red flags of unhealthy 
relationships, even though deep down you 
probably already know. The simplest way is 
just taking a step back and asking yourself 
some objective questions, including, “Am 
I happy when this person is here?” “Does 
this person make me feel insecure, crazy or 
ashamed?” and “Would I be happier without 
this person’s comments/actions?” 

If you’re still having a hard time setting 
aside your emotions and objectively 
deciding if this relationship is worth it, 
there are common signs to look out for: 
Undermining your growth, success and 
confidence, manipulating you with fear 
or shame, diminishing your self-esteem, 
holding you back and gaslighting and 
calling you unstable or crazy. All of these 
tactics are used by abusers to push down 
their victim and establish their superiority 
over them. Whatever it may be, you know 
when someone isn’t good for you. And as 
impossible as it may seem, you need to leave 
before you dig the hole too deep and trap 
yourself even more. 

In my advice, the best way to get out 

is open communication, and if no change, 
cold turkey. Leave them without any second 
chances. Unfollow or mute them on social 
media and focus on yourself for awhile. 
Most likely, you have already voiced your 
unhappiness to this person before and even 
if you haven’t, they are aware of the harm 
they are doing to you. Knowing you won’t 
actually leave, they won’t actually change. 
The more you hold on and wait, the more 
you’re holding yourself back from your own 
growth. You don’t want someone in your 
life who makes you ashamed of your past, 
discouraged of your future and insecure of 
your present self. If you have already tried to 
communicate and nothing has changed, you 
need to simply do yourself a favor and leave. 

It’s terrifying and heartbreaking to feel 
like you are “leaving someone behind,” but 
you should always put yourself first. You can 
still love someone from afar and silently root 
for them but understand that your relationship 
has ran its course and you are happier without 
them. Finding comfort in this mindset and 
putting yourself first, as well as giving 
yourself proper time to heal, can prevent you 
from getting into another toxic relationship 
by noticing the red flags and continue doing 
what’s best for you without getting trapped 
again under someones thumb.

If you or someone you know may be 
apart of an abusive relationship, contact the 
Domestic Abuse Hotline at 1-800-799-7233 
or here.

Wynne delivers her first 
mixtape ‘If I May’ that is 
self-aware and dynamic

PODCAST
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 463 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

#PROBLEMSOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M. DRAWING AND YEEHAWING | AMBERLY GASCON

DR. SPHERE | TARIQ HARRIS
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Women’s soccer clinches 
spot in MAC Tournament 
with 3-1 win over Central

JOEY PISANESCHI
FOOTBALL

The Eastern Michigan soccer team 
clinched a spot in the MAC Tournament by 
defeating Central Michigan on Thursday, 
Oct. 31. On Halloween, the Eastern 
Michigan’s women’s soccer team went 
to Central Michigan and dominated the 
Chippewas by a score of 3-1.

Early in the match, Kristin Hullibarger 
made a great cross to junior Sabrina McNeil, 
who made the first goal of the game. Later 
in the game, Nicole Remedios found Haley 
Tausend for the second goal for the Eagles. It 
was Tausend’s first goal of the season. Both 
Remedios and Tausend are juniors.

Freshman Amanda Cripps sealed the 
win for Eastern Michigan with her goal, the 
third of the day for EMU. Overall the Eagles 
statistics for this game consisted of 10 shots 

in the first half and seven in the second half. 
The Eagles finished the match with two 
saves, three corner kicks and four fouls.

Hullibarger led the team with two assists. 
Three different Eagles were able to score in 
the win. McNeil, Cripps and Tausend scored 
one goal each. McNeil lead the game with 
a total of nine shots and four shots on goal. 
Cripps followed behind with four shots in the 

ZACH STURGILLAKRON DEFENDER ABIGAIL BROWN SETS UP AGAINST EMU’S SABRINA MCNEILL AT SCICLUNA FIELD ON 
OCT. 24.

SEE “SOCCER” PAGE 7

Volleyball comes 
up short against 
Akron Zips 3-1
JADEN SHORTS
REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women’s volleyball team lost 3-1 to Akron 
at the Convocation Center Oct. 6. The 
Eagles won the third set 25-23, but they fell 
in the other three sets. Eastern Michigan 
is now 8-14 on the season and 3-7 against 
conference opponents.

The Eagles fell short in their third to last 
home game of the season, and they lost 25-18 
in the first set. Eastern Michigan wasn’t able 
to keep up with the Zips in the opening set, 
but the second set was a bit closer. Despite 
the Zips coming away with another victory, 
the Eagles competed more and lost 25-20.

Eastern Michigan earned its first win of 
the day in the third set. It was a very close 
set that came down to the end, but EMU 
came away with a 25-23 victory. However, 
the Zips came back and finished the match 
the way they started it, with a 25-18 win. 
Akron’s win over EMU earned the Zips their 
15th win of the season.

Eastern Michigan senior Riley Taylor 
accomplished a team-high 43 assists, while 
senior Camille Schomer had 28 digs in the 
loss. Franki Strefling had 15 kills for the 
Eagles, as well. Cassie Haut had a team-high 
three blocks for Eastern Michigan.

The Zips had an advantage in assists, 
digs, kills and blocks as Elya Karsner had 
a game-high 19 kills and Taylor Sharitts 
had 23 digs. Other standouts were Ashley 
Richardson with nine blocks and Emily 

Weigand with 44 assists for the Zips in the 
victory.

All together, Akron produced 73 points, 
55 kills, 49 digs, 14 blocks and four aces. 
Eastern Michigan finished the match with 57 
points, 49 kills, 47 assists, six blocks and two 
aces. Richardson led the Zips with 16 kills 
and nine blocks.

Akron now has a 15-6 record and is 8-2 
against conference opponents. The Zips are 
7-1 at home and 6-2 on the road. The only 
losses for the Zips versus MAC teams were 
against Ohio (3-1) and Central Michigan 
(3-0). Akron’s next three games are versus 
Buffalo, Toledo and Miami (OH).

Eastern Michigan is now 4-4 on its home 
floor and just 1-7 on the road. The Eagles are 
1-4 in their previous five matches with losses 
to Ball State, Miami (OH), Bowling Green 
and Akron. The only victory came against 
Buffalo on Thursday, Oct. 24.

Eastern Michigan’s next two matches are 
at home against Northern Illinois on Friday, 
Nov. 1 and Western Michigan on Saturday, 
Nov. 2. Both matches begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Convocation Center.

With six matches left in the regular 
season, the Eagles are currently tied for 
fourth place in the MAC West division with 
Western Michigan. Central Michigan (8-2), 
Ball State (5-5) and Northern Illinois (5-5) 
are the top-three teams in the MAC West. 
Akron and Miami (OH) lead the MAC East 
with 8-2 conference records. Bowling Green 
is in third place in the MAC East with a 7-3 
record.

Eddington returns 
to defensive line

JOEY PISANESCHI
FOOTBALL

Ty Eddington, an EMU senior and 
defensive lineman, was hurt just a few days 
before the team’s season opener against 
Coastal Carolina on Saturday, Aug. 31. He 
now says he is ready to be back and in the 
rotation on the EMU defensive line.

“It’s a great honor to be back. I missed 
a lot of great and fun games that they’ve 
played,” Eddington said. “Now that I’m 
back, I’m hoping to put my best foot forward 
and give the boys everything I got for this 
program.”

The last game that Eddington started was 
in last year’s Raycom Media Camellia Bowl 
against Georgia Southern. In his 11 games 
played during 2018, he had 22 total tackles. 
Eddington also posted an eight-tackle game 
on Oct. 27 versus Army last season.

“Ty was injured I want to say the 
Thursday before Coastal Carolina and then 
was out for seven or eight weeks if you 
include the bye,” said EMU head coach 
Chris Creighton. “We missed him, it’s been 
great having him back. He has the ability to 
be a dominant player on the inside. At this 
time of year, especially guys inside, it takes 
a toll. So having another person to rotate in 
there and hold it down is a big deal.”

The end of the season will be a final 
stretch of conference play for the Eagles 
in November. Eddington has been waiting 
to play with the team who’s looking for a 
bounce back game following a road loss in 

overtime to Toledo on Saturday, Oct. 26.
“Right now we have to wash it and move 

on to Buffalo,” Eddington said. “We have to 
focus on the task at hand. It’s never a great 
deal when losing but we have four more 
games to play.”

Eddington started out in California 
playing at East Bakersfield High School then 
stayed close to home after graduation to play 
college football as a Bakersfield College 
Renegade. He transferred to EMU after the 
2017 season and was named the Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year by the E-Gridiron 
group in 2018. In 2019, Eddington looks to 
cap off a season that hasn’t gone his way so 
far because of injury.

“Being out was not easy. Missing a half 
of season has really taken its toll on me,” 
Eddington said. “I promised my boys that 
once I got back on the field, I would give 
everything I got.”

Eddington will be playing snaps as 
a senior and grinding to help the Eagles 
reach a second straight bowl game. From 
what he has seen through eight games, it’s 
that his team hasn’t given up despite a 1-3 
conference record.

“We’re never going to quit, it’s never 
even a question in our mind,” Eddington 
said. “It’s just something (reaching a bowl 
game) that should be a standard for us now.”

Eastern Michigan will face the Akron 
Zips then Northern Illinois Huskies in road 
games after the home matchup with Buffalo 
on Saturday, Nov. 2. The regular season will 
end at home for the Eagles when they play 
Kent State on Nov. 29.

ZACH STURGILLEMU NOSE TACKLE TY EDDINGTON RETURNS FROM INJURY 
AND WARMS UP WITH TEAM AT RYNEARSON STADIUM.

A closer look at EMU senior 
specialist Drake Sutton as 
well as his development 
under head coach Creighton

JOEY PISANESCHI
FOOTBALL

Special teams has been the deciding factor in a few of Eastern 
Michigan’s football games this season. Whether it be the game 
winning field goal by Chad Ryland against Illinois, the punt by 
Jake Julien to run the clock out against Western Michigan or many 
other instances throughout the season, Eastern Michigan has shown 
moments of greatness on the special teams side of the ball.

None of these plays would have been possible without the 
spectacular play and leadership of senior long snapper and specialist, 
Drake Sutton. Sutton spoke very highly of the Eastern Michigan 
program not only for its on field performance, but also the character 
development and culture that has been created under head coach 
Chris Creighton.

“EMU gave me the opportunity to really grow as a person. I’ve 
gone through my highest high and my lowest low. It made me grow 
as a man,” Sutton said. “Every day Eastern Michigan has been a 
family to me. I can go to anyone on the team if I need something and 
I know they would help me in a heartbeat.”

Being the long snapper is a very specialized position in football. 
Sutton was very passionate in his story of how he found his talent 
at the position, “Originally I was a quarterback, but my dad was a 
center and middle linebacker. Since he was a center in his day, he 

did the long snapping duties for his college and at his high school. 
Basically in fifth grade, we needed a long snapper. So, I gave it a try 
and was decent at it. I did it here and there throughout junior leagues 
and did it in high school because I never wanted to leave the field.”

“My coaches didn’t want me to because being a quarterback, 
you’re one of the more important assets to the team. My sophomore 
season, I decided to switch to outside back and h-back, and then grew 
my long snapping talent, to be the best I could be for the team. I went 
to a few camps and figured out I was halfway decent at it and rolled 
with it from there, and then somehow I ended up at a division one 
university.”

With four games left in the season, Sutton shared his thoughts 
on what needs to be done to finish the season strong, “Moving into 
the last four games, its basically just taking one game at a time. We 
can’t get too far ahead because then you lose sight of what is in the 
moment. But we want to win every game. We don’t want to go out 
like some other teams, where we have the potential to do well but we 
never reach our full potential.”

“All of us are kind of looking at it as an opportunity to do 
something that we haven’t done in a while, which is win a bowl 
game, as well as have the best record that this team has had in a 
while at 8-4, if we win all of our games hopefully. The way to do that 
is to take it one week at a time and one game at a time. So, this week 
we are focusing on Buffalo and how we can give ourselves the best 
opportunity to win this game.”

EMU COMES OUT OF THE TJ’S GARAGE FOR TEAM INTRODUCTIONS AT RYNEARSON STADIUM ON NOV. 2. ZACH STURGILL
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EMU football grounded 
in 43-14 loss to Bulls

JOEY PISANESCHI
FOOTBALL

Eastern Michigan started off strong 
against Buffalo, striking first blood on an 
80-yard touchdown pass from Mike Glass 
III to Mathew Sexton. The good news would 
stop there for the Eagles, then giving up 43 
unanswered points before ending in a 43-14 
loss. Eastern Michigan is now 4-5 on the 
season and drops to 1-4 within the MAC.

“It was a terrible day. We talk about 
Eastern Michigan football and we are how 
we play on game day. At the same time, there 
are a lot of people who work really hard and 
care deeply. That is not a representation 
of who we are. We are embarrassed, and 
disappointed,” head coach Chris Creighton 
said of his teams performance on Saturday.

Eastern Michigan was banged up, seeing 
three of their starters hobbled due to injury. 
Dylan Drummond, Hunter Andrews, and 
Glass would all seek attention from the 
training staff. Glass would try to stay in 
the game but one series later he would be 

replaced by back-up Preston Hutchinson.
“We got beat up, in a lot of ways,” 

Creighton said. “I think that there was 
nothing serious.”

In a tough day offensively, Eastern 
Michigan managed to pick up just six first 
downs, three of which game on the final drive 
of the game. Glass and Hutchinson would 
combine for 185 passing yards. Glass would 
throw for one score and Hutchinson would 
rush in for the other Eagles touchdown. 
Hutchinson also threw one interception. 
The Eastern Michigan rushing attack only 
salvaged 25 yards on 17 carries.

Buffalo’s offense would have a field day 
against the Eagles defense. The Bulls ran 
85 plays on offense and dominated the time 
of possession, holding onto the football for 
over 41 minutes. Buffalo ran for 252 yards 
and five touchdowns. Jaret Patterson would 
account for 160 of those yards, and two of 
those touchdowns.

Buffalo quarterback Kyle VanTrease 
threw for 208 yards and a score, and 
would rush for two more touchdowns. 

Antonio Nunn caught the scoring pass from 
VanTrease, and led all Bulls receivers with 
seven receptions for 87 yards.

“We put our defense in terrible situations, 
both offensively and through special teams. 
We knew going into the game that we had to 
give them long fields,” Creighton said. “That 
was the goal, and that our defense would 
keep them in front of them, which they did 
and made them earn it. We just didn’t help 
them out at all, we didn’t give them much 
life, we couldn’t convert on third down. 
Obviously we had some major special teams 
blunders.”

Eastern Michigan heads into its second 
bye week of the season, before getting 
back to action on Tuesday, Nov. 12 at the 
University of Akron in hopes of turning 
around their 1-4 start to conference play. 
Akron is still looking for their first win of 
the 2019 campaign. After beating Eastern 
Michigan and climbing to 5-4 on the year 
and 3-2 in the conference, Buffalo also heads 
into a bye week, before returning to action 
against Kent State on Thursday, Nov. 14.

ZACH STURGILLEMU DEFENSIVE BACK BRODY HOYING TACKLES BUFFALO’S KYLE VANTREASE AT RYNEARSON 
STADIUM ON NOV. 2.

ZACH STURGILLBUFFALO RUNNING BACK KEVIN MARKS GOES HEAD-FIRST 
INTO EMU DEFENSE AT RYNEARSON STADIUM ON NOV. 2.

ZACH STURGILLEMU STUDENT SECTION CHEERS ON THE EAGLES AT 
RYNEARSON STADIUM ON NOV. 2.

ZACH STURGILLBUFFALO WIDE RECEIVER ANTONIO NUNN GETS UNDER A 
TOUCHDOWN PASS BUT ENDS UP WITH AN INCOMPLETION.

ZACH STURGILLBUFFALO DEFENSIVE LINEMAN CHIBUEZE ONWUKA 
TACKLES EMU’S MATHEW SEXTON.

ZACH STURGILLEMU MARCHING BAND DRUMLINE MAJOR MICHAEL 
KIESZNOWSKI SALUTES AT RYNEARSON STADIUM.

ZACH STURGILLEMU QUARTERBACK MIKE GLASS III PASSES TO HIS LEFT AT 
RYNEARSON STADIUM ON NOV. 2.

Women’s Cross Country finish 
with 60 points, win fifth straight 
MAC Championship for EMU
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

Eastern Michigan’s men’s and women’s cross country teams 
finished in first place in the MAC championships on Saturday, Nov. 
2 in DeKalb, Ill. The Eagles women’s team has won five straight 
conference championships, the longest streak in MAC history. The 
men’s title represents the 23rd conference championship in school 
history.

The Eastern Michigan men’s team finished with 59 points. 
Miami (OH) took second place with 64 points. Buffalo finished in a 
distant third place with 108 points. The final standings were: Eastern 
Michigan (59), Miami (64), Buffalo (108), Akron (118), Central 
Michigan (122), Ohio (126), Toledo (168), Bowling Green (190) and 
Kent State (196). 

EMU had three players finish in the top-10 as sophomore Andy 
Payne earned fourth place with a time of 25:35.2. Baldvin Magnusson 
finished at 25:42.8, while junior Owen Day wasn’t too far behind 
with a score of 25:49.0. Magnusson finished in seventh place. Day 
took 10th place. 

The Eagles also had two more athletes finish in the top-20. Austin 
Wicker, who is a senior out of Pinckney, earned 18th place with a 
time of 26:06.8. Chris Devaney was just a few seconds behind 
Wicker, scoring a 26:11.6, which was good enough for 20th place. 
Solomon Costa clocked in at 26:27.1. 

With the championship, the Eagles have earned their 23rd 
conference title and their 13th in the past 15 seasons. EMU head coach 
John Goodridge was also named MAC Coach of the Year, following 
his 14th MAC championship, which is also a conference record. The 
team will have next week off before returning to competition. 

In the women’s competition, the Eagles earned a narrow victory 
over Northern Illinois. The final standings were as follows: Eastern 
Michigan (60), Northern Illinois (62), Miami (93), Toledo (102), 
Akron (117), Ball State (156), Ohio (199), Western Michigan (222), 
Buffalo (224), Bowling Green (251), Kent State (268) and Central 
Michigan (311). 

Natalie Cizmas, who won the event last year, finished in second 
place with a time of 21:28.0. She had the fastest time for the Eagles 
and was one of three EMU players to earn top-nine finishes. Karlie 
Swanson, a senior, finished in fourth place with 21:55.4. Emily Smith 
took ninth place with a score of 22:13.1.

Three other Eagles women finished in the top-32 as Madison 
Distelrath, a junior from Fort Wayne, grabbed 15th place with a final 
time of 22:29.2. Kaitlyn St. Bernard took 30th place with 22:55.2, 
while Emily DeLine was two spots behind her with a time of 22:55.9. 
Esme Davies, a freshman, earned 54th place. 

Sue Parks also won MAC Coach of the Year. 
This is the fourth time in the last five years that the Eagles have 

won the men’s and women’s MAC championships. Both teams will 
be off next weekend as they get ready for the NCAA Great Lakes 
Regional, which will take place on Friday, Nov. 15, in Madison.

game. Chelsea Abbots, the junior goalkeeper, 
had two saves for the game.

With the regular season coming to a close, 
the leaders on the team were Lindsey Shira with 15 points, six goals 
and three game-winning goals. Sabrina McNeil totaled 54 shots and 
26 shots-on-goal. Remedios had five assists for Eastern Michigan.

Looking to keep momentum from the win over Central Michigan, 
the Eagles will start the MAC Tournament on Sunday, Nov. 3 with 
a matchup against Ball State University (14-4, 8-2), who holds the 
2nd seed in this years conference tournament. The Eagles hold the 
7th seed in the tournament and will travel to Muncie, Ind., to face 
the Cardinals.

If the EMU defeats the Ball State, the team will then face the 
winner of the 3rd seed Western Michigan Broncos (8-9-1, 6-4-1) 
and the 6th seed Ohio Bobcats (10-8-1, 5-5-1). The other side of the 
bracket includes Bowling Green (12-5-2, 10-1 MAC), the defending 
champions and the top seed of the 2019 MAC Tournament, who will 

face the 8th seed Central Michigan Chippewas 
(7-5-4, 4-5-2).

Last year, the Eagles finished the regular 
season with the eighth best record in the conference and faced 
Bowling Green in the first round of the conference tournament. 
Bowling Green defeated Eastern Michigan and eliminated the Eagles 
by a score of 2-1.

With the win over Central Michigan, the Eagles improve to 6-11-
2 on the season and have a 5-6 record in the MAC. Eastern Michigan 
is just 3-8-1 on the road, though. EMU finished the season with back-
to-back wins over Buffalo and Central Michigan, and went 3-2 in 
their last five outings.

If the Eagles advance past Ball State, they will play in the 
semifinals on Friday, Nov. 8. The MAC championship game will be 
played on Sunday, Nov. 10. The winner of the MAC championship 
will advance to the NCAA Tournament, which begins on Friday, 
Nov. 15.

“SOCCER” FROM PAGE 6
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www.IHAcares.com

Save Your Spot  |  Skip the wait and save your spot at our urgent care location.  Your saved spot is not a guaranteed appointment, 
but an option that allows you – or a sick family member – to seek care at a time that is convenient. 

IHAcares.com/saveyourspot

IHA Urgent Care @ EMU OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

NOW OPEN!

Eastern Michigan University is collaborating with IHA and Saint Joseph 
Mercy Health System to provide primary care and urgent care services to 
the university’s students, staff and the greater community.

• Comprehensive primary care services, including women’s health
• Online appointment scheduling
• Electronic Medical Record capabilities, including a 24/7 patient portal
• Laboratory and pharmacy services

Primary Care  |  Suite 100
734.896.4110

Gynecology  |  Suite 400
734.896.4116

Urgent Care  |  Suite 200
734.896.4112

IHA Health Center @ EMU
1065 North Huron River Drive, Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Copy Editor: Sheryl Norris snorris@easternecho.com @sheryl_v_norris


