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EMU faculty help launch 
earthquake relief campaign
VICTORIA SMITH
COPY EDITOR 

The Turkish-American Cultural 
Association of Michigan, along with 
members a part of Eastern Michigan 
University faculty, have created a relief 
campaign in hopes of providing the 
resources needed to those impacted by the 
recent earthquakes in Turkey.

On Feb. 6, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake 
struck in Turkey, its location also leading 
to an impact in Syria. Encompassing 
the series of aftershocks and additional 
earthquakes that followed, damaged and 
collapsed infrastructure resulted, with 
individuals still being found under the 
rubble more than a week later. 

The death tolls in Turkey and Syria 
combined have now surpassed 45,000 
lives.

Mehmet Yaya, EMU professor of 
economics and interim department head 
in the College of Arts and Sciences, is the 
board president of the Turkish-American 
Cultural Association of Michigan. He first 
heard of the initial earthquake in the early 
hours of Sunday evening while watching 
the news in his home.

“When I first hear these news, you 
always have an initial reaction of ‘Was it a 
big one? Was it a destructive one? Is there 
any lives lost?’” Yaya said.

He felt an uncertainty regarding how 
destructive the initial earthquake and 
its magnitude would be; however, after 
learning the news of a second earthquake 
affecting the same area, he underwent the 
realization of how damaging the impact 
would be.

Yaya proceeded to reach out to other 
members of the association, including 
EMU faculty Kasim Korkmaz, Elif 
Persinger, and Fatma Kocer-Poyraz. With 
their focus on the first response and the 
earthquakes’ impacts, board members 
constructed a list of organizations that 
would be using their funds and resources 
to conduct search and rescue efforts. The 
list was then sent out to the association’s 
members Monday morning.

Two days later, the Turkish-American 
Cultural Association of Michigan fully 
launched its relief campaign.

The association began collecting in-
kind donations such as clothing, winter 
coats, tents, hygiene products, and more. 
The collection of these donations, however, 
was halted on Feb. 13 as the association 
had collected the amount that had been 
prioritized in need. 

“The generosity of this Turkish-
American community was amazing,” Yaya 
said.

There is a possibility of in-kind 
donations being accepted again in the 
future, depending on if the need of those 
donations once again reaches a level of 
prioritization over other needs.

Monetary donations are still being 
accepted. As the Turkish-American 
Cultural Association of Michigan is 
volunteer-based, the entirety of donations 
raised through the association directly will 
be sent to organizations that are providing 
aid to survivors. At the time of writing, 
$16,898 has been raised by 138 donors.

One such organization in which funds 
will be dispersed to is Bridge to Türkiye. 
Normally having a focus on children’s 
education and other children-based needs, 
the organization has recently extended its 
resources for search and rescues along with 
more humanitarian aid.

If one cannot provide monetary support, 
the association is in the midst of planning 
events that will help raise money for relief 
efforts. During these events, volunteer 
opportunities will be made available, and 
all nationalities are welcome.

The board of the Turkish-American 
Cultural Association of Michigan is 
also in the process of trying to identify 
organizations that provide aid in Syria.

Yaya notes that the creation of this 
campaign was not based soley on how 
the earthquakes happened in Turkey and 
how the association is a Turkish-American 
association.

“It’s more of the basic need of the being 
human right. So helping people in need is... 
the starting point for us,” Yaya said.

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Eastern Michigan University students 
Jaida Turner and Jessica Turner are not just 
sisters, but are also best friends who create 
music together. For many people, music is 
a way to get through every mood, which is 
especially true for the duo. 

Jessica Turner is a senior at EMU 
majoring in marketing with a minor in 
african american studies; Jaida Turner is an 
EMU sophomore studying art education. 

As children, beginning at ages five and 
seven, the sisters attended performing arts 
camps in the city of Detroit, and ended up 
taking a liking to singing the most. 

“We always grew up singing. We did a 
lot of performing arts camps when we were 
younger, so that was like acting, singing, 
dancing, and we also sang at church,” Jaida 
Turner said. “As we got older, we just 
really liked singing a lot more, like how we 
could be really creative with it, so that kind 
of stuck with us.”

The purpose of their music is to uplift 
and inspire listeners, as other artists’ music 
have done for them, the sisters said.  

“The world we live in is kind of 
depressing when you think about it, all the 
horrible stuff happening, we just wanna 
uplift people, give them hope,” Jessica 
Turner said. 

The duo described their music as 
“contemporary gospel,” but said that there 
is definitely a noticeable mix of genres. 

“We like to put a little bit of our faith in 
there, in our music, because we do make 
gospel inspirational music,“ Jaida Turner 
said.  

However, the sisters said that their 
music can still be listened to by everyone, 
regardless of religion. 

“You don’t have to be a Christian to 
listen to our music, it’s just inspiring music 
for everybody,” Jessica Turner said.

Currently, the pair has three singles 
out on all streaming platforms. Their first 
single “Whatcha Say Whatcha Say” has 

a more pop sound, while 
their second single “God’s 
Love” sounds more like 
“jazzy R&B.” 

“I would say ‘God’s 
Love,’ our second song, 
[is my favorite] because 
we got to spend a lot of 
time on that one and really 
perfect it,” Jessica Turner 
said. “We really took our 
time on that one, and I just 
like how we sing in that 
one.”

The sisters said that 
they enjoy putting their 
individual interests and 
personalities together 
in their music to create 
something unique. 

“We take our own 
individual vibes and kind 
of put it together and our 
own experiences together, 
so it’s an experience,“ 
Jaida Turner said. “I 
feel like I have a more 
funky, jazz vibe and then 
Jessica’s more like that 
R&B, chill.” 

While some siblings may have a hard 
time getting along with one another, Jaida 
Turner and Jessica Turner’s friendship 
makes their music feel far from work. 

“Sometimes it’s difficult because like 
I want it this certain way, so we have 
to compromise but that’s just working 
together so that’s working with anyone,“ 
Jaida Turner said. 

The musicians’ goal is to release an EP 
in the near future, and eventually a full-
length album. 

 “Working with other artists too because 
we haven’t did any collabs or anything so 
I think that would be cool,” Jessica Turner 
said.

Some of their inspirations include 
another sister gospel duo Mary Mary, as 
well as Detroit group The Clark Sisters. 
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“They did a lot of big things in gospel 

music and they kind of paved the way for 
other artists in having a different sound 
then traditional gospel music,” Jessica 
Turner said. 

The impact of music overall is 
something that the Turner’s find important 
to their personal lives and their artistry. 

“It can impact your mood, it can inspire 
you, like if you’re feeling down in life, it 
can inspire you, give you hope,” Jessica 
Turner said. “Also, [music] can make 
you realize you’re not the only one going 
through certain stuff because a lot of people 
share their stories in their music.” 

“With this process, we’re really like 
learning and growing and discovering 
ourselves in our music, so it’s just a 
journey,” Jaida Turner said.

CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS EDITOR 

It’s Black History Month, and we want 
to continue to celebrate the historical Black 
figures of Eastern Michigan University. 
But this time, through learning the history 
of two buildings here on campus. 

John W. Porter and Judy Sturgis Hill are 
a part of EMU’s history. Being recognized 
as Black figures who have dedicated 
much of their time to EMU, they are 
both namesakes for different buildings on 
campus. 

John W. Porter
John W. Porter is the namesake of 

the Porter College of Education. He was 
the first Black professional hired by the 
state education department, beginning his 
career as a researcher and later becoming 
the nation’s first African American 
superintendent of schools. He also served 
as EMU President from 1979 to 1988.

The building was built in 1967 and 
was designed to serve as the new library 
building. Containing 133,500 square feet 
of space, it could carry various collections, 
provide study spots, and offer services. 

“The 133,500 square foot building was 
designed to provide a variety of teaching/
learning environments, including extensive 
technology capability, for the preparation

EMU sisters create uplifting 
'contemporary gospel' music 

THE BUILDING JOHN W. PORTER ON EMU’S CAMPUS IS NAMED AFTER A FORMER 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY.
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of school personnel and 
professionals in related areas,” 
University Archives said in a statement. 
“The College of Education’s move 
to the renovated building has created 
a new environment for students in 
the disciplines of Teacher Education, 
Special Education and Leadership and 
Counseling.”

One of Dr. Porter’s greatest 
accomplishments includes his work 
towards setting up the Michigan 
Educational Assessment Program 
(MEAP) and the creation of the 
Guaranteed Student Loan Program 
for college students. Throughout his 
career, he has been an outspoken 
advocate for matters regarding urban 
schools and was active in the school 
reform movement.

Judy Sturgis Hill 
The Judy Sturgis Hill Building 

is named in honor of the late Emeritus 
Professor of Communication, Media, and 
Theatre Arts, who has a distinguished 
history as an Eastern Michigan University 
student and faculty member.

The building was constructed in 1958 
with the original intention to house the 
English and Speech department and 
included a theatre with enough seating for 
400 people. Journalists praised the exterior 
design of the building. 

“Architecture of this period sought 
beauty through simplicity and minimal 
ornamentation. The most dominant 
feature of the building is the multi-story, 
windowless rectangle of the backstage 
area,” University Archives said in a 
statement. 

Before passing away in 2019, Professor 
Sturgis Hill wore many hats at EMU. She 
was a student, a nationally ranked Forensics 
team member, a resident hall advisor, a 
graduate assistant, a part-time lecturer, 

and the Director of Diversity programs, 
amongst many others. She dedicated much 
of her career to supporting students through 
their transition to college life. 

John W. Porter and Judy Sturgis Hill 
have spent their careers at EMU, creating 
lifelong impacts on the community. So, 
it’s important to celebrate these two Black 
figures, especially during Black History 
Month, so that we can all learn about our 
history as a university. 
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What's the move at 
EMU? Feb. 20-24

Ypsilanti Senior Center
works with EMU to be 
'intergenerational hub'
AMEERA SALMAN
CELLAR ROOTS EIC

The Ypsilanti Senior Center, located 
in Recreation Park just a few blocks 
away from Eastern Michigan University’s 
campus, is entering its sixth decade of 
serving Ypsilanti residents. The primary 
focus of the Ypsilanti Senior Center has 
been to provide programming, activities 
and support to community members in 
their older years. 

However, over the last several years, 
the Senior Center has begun widening its 
programming to address 
the needs of those across 
generations. 

It all started when 
Generations United, 
a national network of 
organizations focused on 
supporting people across 
generations, came to the 
Ypsilanti Senior Center. 
They had received a 
grant to study social 
isolation and approach a 
response to it through an 
“intergenerational lens.”

“There are so many 
similarities, the younger people have social 
isolation, also. They had some of the same 
issues seniors did,” said Monica Prince, 
director of the Ypsilanti Senior Center, of 
the opportunity to begin connecting people 
across generations. “We've been working 
towards the Senior Center becoming an 
intergenerational hub.”

Prince, an alumna of EMU,  enjoys 
collaborating with the University. And 
learning to use technology is certainly not 
the only way the Ypsilanti Senior Center 
and Eastern Michigan University are 
working together. Other areas on campus, 
including the School of Social Work, the 
Occupational Therapy Department and the 
School of Nursing, have partnered with the 
Center to bring informational sessions to 
the wider community.

But that doesn’t mean programming for 
seniors will be going away any time soon. 
In fact, one of the Center’s most popular 
programs, a beginners’ technology class 
taught by Eastern Michigan University 
students, is primarily for older adults in the 
community.

Through Engage @ EMU, the 
University’s bridge to the community, 
students have the opportunity to teach older 
adults the fundamentals of technology. 
These ‘Tech Coaches’ are trained, 
compensated and have the opportunity 
to participate in departmental research as 
well. The program has been a hit in the 

Ypsilanti community.
“We found that [after our classes] they 

were less anxious in using the devices, 
they’re more excited to communicate and 
use their devices and they actually look 
forward to logging on and using their 
devices as well,” Alicia Jones, assistant 
professor in the Occupational Therapy 
department at EMU, said.

The pandemic may have planted the seed 
for this intergenerational programming, 
but the collaboration between EMU’s 
Digital Connection Corps and Ypsilanti’s 
Senior Center remains a priority for both 
organizations.

“It’s always going to be a need,” said 
Deirdre Gingras, graduate assistant for 
Engage @ EMU.

EMU partners with the Detroit 
Red Wings for TRUEMU night
SARAH SCHNEIDER
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University is 
partnering with the Detroit Red Wings to 
host a TRUEMU hockey night on Feb. 23. 

TRUEMU nights are for anyone 
connected to the university, offering a way 
to come out and support the Red Wings 
around current and previous Eagles. 

With the special ticket package, 
attendees will receive an EMU/Detroit Red 
Wings co-branded hat.

“We celebrate Detroit and celebrate 
EMU with these events, and it’s fun to walk 
around the arena and feel so much school 
pride and camaraderie,” Darcy Gifford, 

Assistant Vice President for Marketing 
and Communications at EMU, said. "You 
see old friends, meet new friends, and even 
have a chance to get your picture taken 
with Swoop."

Additionally, a $5 donation will be 
made from each ticket sale to the Student 
Emergency Fund at EMU, a resource for 
currently enrolled EMU students who are 
facing an unforeseen financial crisis.

"We chose this fund because we 
know that financial emergencies are not 
only stressful, but they may jeopardize 
a student’s ability to continue their 
education,” Gifford said. "This fund helps 
students navigate financial crises and gives 
them the support they need to stay on track 
to reach their ultimate educational goals." 

TRUEMU came from a marketing/
student recruitment campaign in 2011 
where “I AM TRUEMU” was written on 
advertisements and t-shirts. The campaign 
is no longer fully active; however, “I AM 
TRUEMU” is still featured today in TV 
commercials, and the social media hashtag 
#TRUEMU is also being used.

EMU's communications department 
has previously worked with many 
organizations to create these events. 

The first TRUEMU event was a Detroit 
Tigers game at Comerica Park in 2012 
called “TRUEMU Night at Comerica Park” 
because the “I AM TRUEMU” marketing 
campaign at the time was active. 

Following the event's success, many 
others have happened under the TRUEMU 

label at venues, including Comerica Park, 
Joe Louis Arena, Little Caesars Arena, the 
Detroit Zoo, and Eastern Market, Gifford 
said. 

EMU was one of the first universities 
to have themed nights with Detroit 
professional sports teams, including the 
Detroit Red Wings, Detroit Tigers, and 
Detroit Pistons. These local sports teams 
have now begun offering a college night 
series with many others, including the 
University of Michigan, Michigan State 
University, Western Michigan University, 
and Central Michigan University. 

Previous EMU events have had more 
than 500 participants between alumni, staff, 
and students. 

VICTORIA SMITH 
COPY EDITOR

Pot a Plant - Feb. 20
The Botany Club and EMU Student 

Government will be hosting an event in 
which individuals can pot a plant. The 
event will take place from 12-4 p.m. at the 
Student Center lobby tables.

Plant Trivia Night - Feb. 20
The Botany Club is hosting a night in 

which plant knowledge will be tested, and 
winners of the trivia game will recieve a 
free plant. Taking place from 5-7 p.m., the 
event will be hosted in the Student Center 
room 300.

"Stretch out the Stigma" Yoga - Feb. 
20 and Feb. 23

As part of EMU Student Government's 
Mental Wellness Week, two yoga sessions 
will be provided. Both taking place in room 
127 of the Rec/IM, the Feb. 20 session will 
be from 5:30-6:15 p.m. while the Feb. 23 
session will be from 11:15 a.m.- 12 p.m.

ThinkFast - Feb. 20
Presented by TjohnE and sponsored by 

the Center of Race & Ethnicity, ThinkFast 
is a trivia game in which all audience 
members are able to wirelessly partake 
simultaneously. Beginning at 7 p.m. in the 
Student Center Auditorium, the winner of 
the game will recieve $200.

Sip n' Spill - Feb. 20
EMU Student Government and Active 

Minds will be hosting Sip n' Spill from 7-8 
p.m. in the Student Center room 301.

Men's Mental Health Awareness - 
Feb. 20

Kings of Color will be hosting an open 
discussion regarding the topic of mental 
health and the ways in which one can 
practice self-care. The event will be held 
from 7-9 p.m. in the Student Center room 
310A.

Grocery Bingo - Feb. 21
Join Campus Life for a bingo event in 

which the prizes are grocery items. Taking 
place in the Student Center food court, the 
event will run from 3-5 p.m.

QPR Training - Feb. 21
Counseling and Psychological Services 

will be holding a QPR training session 
from 3:30-5 p.m. in the Student Center 
room 300.

Trap Yoga - Feb. 21
Join Her Space for a night of trap yoga 

from 7-9 p.m. at The Amphitheater.
Moments of Color - Feb. 21
Kings of Color is hosting its sixth 

annual Moments of Color event. Along 
with other campus organizations, Kings of 
Color will be helping to showcase African 
American historical figures. Held in Guild 
Hall of McKenny Hall, the event will be 
taking place from 7-9 p.m.

Hip-Hop Night - Feb. 22-23
The Center of Race and Ethnicity and 

the Women's Resouce Center are partnering 
up for two nights of Hip-Hop to celebrate 
Black History Month and bring awareness 
to Eating Disorder Week. The first night 
will be held on Feb. 22 from 5-7 p.m., and 
the second night will be held on Feb. 23 
from 3-5 p.m. Both nights will take place 
in the Yoga Room, room 127, of the Rec/
IM. The registration link can be accessed 
through the Center of Race & Ethnicity's 
Instagram.

Karaoke Night - Feb. 22
The International Student Association 

& the Latinx Student Association will be 
hosting a night of music, food, and dance, 
beginning at 6 p.m. in the Student Center's 
second floor intersection.

Family Feud: Kings Edition - Feb. 22
Join Kings of Color for their edition 

of Family Feud. The game will take place 
from 6:30-9 p.m. in Pray-Harrold room 
201.

the i'Mpossible Project - Feb. 22
Join comedian Josh Rivedal in 

discussing the topic of mental health and 
the idea of "I'm possible." The event will 
run from 7-9 p.m. in the Student Center 
Auditorium.

Girls Night In - Feb. 22
Her Space will be hosting their first 

"Girls Night In" from 7-9 p.m. in the 
Student Center room 350.

Messages of Hope - Feb. 23
Alpha Phi Omega will be conveying 

hope in the Pray-Harrold lobby from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.

For Us Buy Us Black Business 
Showcase - Feb. 23

With this year marking their sixth 
annual showcase, Project Big Sister will 
be providing a space for black-owned 
businesses to be highlighted. Vendors 
selling items such as clothing, candles, 
hair extensions, cosmetics, and more will 
be present. The showcase will be held in 
Guild Hall of McKenny Hall from 6-8 p.m.

Black Paranoia with PhD candidate 
Nigel Cambridge - Feb. 23

Hosted by the Society of Africology 
and African American Studies, PhD 
candidate Nigel Cambridge will be giving 
a presentation titled "Black Paranoia: 
Use and Response to the War on Drugs, 
Black Paranoia, Conspiracy, and Radical 
Politics." The presentation will take place 
via Zoom from 5:30-7 p.m., and the 
registration link can be accessed through 
the Society's Instagram. 

Journal Decorating - Feb. 23
Join Her Space in decorating a personal 

journal. Costing $1 per entry, the journal 
will be provided. Running from 7-9 p.m., 
the event will be held in the Student Center 
room 320.

"The Mousetrap" - Feb. 23-March 4
PTD Productions, a community theatre 

program in Ypsilanti, will be beginning its 
run of Agatha Christie's "The Mousetrap": 
a story revolving around a murder mystery. 
Directed by Veronica Long, productions 
will take place at the Riverside Arts Center 
on a multitude of dates, with showtimes 
of 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on select days. Ticket 
costs range from $15 to $20 and can be 
bought at the box office or on the PTD 
Productions website.

Throwback Thursday - Feb. 23
Experience a sense of childhood with 

a cereal bar, coloring, play-doh, and more 
at this Campus Life event. Taking place 
at The Commons from 8-10 p.m., onezies 
and stuffed animals are welcomed and 
encouraged.

Black History Month: A Tribute to 
Community Artist & Musicians - Feb. 24

Celebrate Black History Month at the 
Parkridge Community Center with live 
music, food, an art showcase, and more. 
The event will take place from 5-7 p.m., 
and it is free to attend.

EMAIL: EDITOR@EASTERNECHO.COM
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Club Spotlight: Sierra Club
SHAYLA MOSTYN
NEWS REPORTER

Our environment is made up of living and 
nonliving elements, all of which have an effect on the 
way we, as humans, interact within our environment. 
Eastern Michigan University’s Sierra Club educates 
its members on the importance of taking care of our 
environment, because as much as our environment 
affects us, we have an equally strong effect on the 
environment. 

“It’s a more of a holistic approach to environmental 
education… It’s more casual in a way that everyone 
can understand,” Te’Nia Richardson, president of 
Sierra Club, said. 

A prominent factor of the Sierra Club is that it is 
EMU’s first environmentally friendly club, started in 
August 2022. The members take part in volunteer park 
clean ups, watch videos and hold discussions about an 
organism of the week, and learn about the importance 
of living in a sustainable environment. 

The Sierra Club emphasizes the importance of 
connecting and educating students on environmental 
issues. 

“We are very environmentally conscious, and we 
talk about different prevalent environmental topics 
going on in the world and how we as people, especially 

as college students, can help,” 
Richardson said. 

With the Sierra Club offering 
a wide variety of events, there is 
still the core value of what the 
club stands for. Educating the 
members on the importance of 
taking care of our environment. 
Richardson expresses that her 
favorite event that she has gone 
to was the club’s first in-person 
event, which was a cleanup 
at Frog Island Park. The club 
partnered with Huron River 
Watershed Council and cleaned 
up 148 pounds of trash. Doing 
these types of events help to bring 
a more “conscious atmosphere to 
the students.”

“A lot of times we just 
throw things away and consume 
different things in our lives that 
might not be the most sustainable 
or environmentally friendly. So 
bringing that conscious awareness to our community is 
something that I believe the Sierra Club does uniquely,” 
Richardson said.

Due to this being the Sierra Club’s first year, 

member participation is a key component in helping the 
club run smoothly. Everyone is welcome to voice their 
suggestions on event ideas, or simply offer ways to help 
better the club. In addition, members do not need to be 

majoring in environmental science or any 
related fields in order to join the club. The 
only requirement is that the members have 
“a passion for protecting the environment.” 

While EMU has a Botanical Club, the 
Sierra Club differentiates itself by focusing 
on all aspects of the environment, and not 
strictly on plants and their impacts on the 
environment. Sierra Club focuses on plants, 
animals, and a vast majority of organisms, 
looking at how even the simplest parts of our 
environment have the strongest impact. 

Although Sierra Club is in its first year, it 
has made progress since starting in August. 

“For being its first year, I think we’ve had 
some pretty good events and had some fun-
filled discussions with our new members and 
I’ve had a really successful executive board 
that I’ve gotten the chance to work with,” 
Richardson said. 

Richardson was drawn to the Sierra Club 
because it was right up her alley. Aside from 
environmental science being her major, she 
always had a strong passion for taking care 

of the environment. Sierra Club is helping to enhance 
her love of the environment, develop leadership skills, 
and connect her to others that share the same passion. 

opinionsopinions
‘Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania’ 
is a hilarious addition to the multiverse 

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

I think Ant-Man is one of the most 
comedic MCU characters. His movies 
always show that, and this one is no 

different. If you're looking for a dramatic, 
crazy emotional film, this is not it. While 
the movie definitely has some wholesome 
moments, what makes it good is how 
outrageous it is, and how it plays to the 
strengths of its characters.

Synopsis
Ant-Man, the Wasp, and their family 

find themselves in the quantum realm; 
again for some, and for others, the first 
time. Interacting with new creatures and 
places they never knew existed, they must 
find a way out, finding new friends and 
enemies along the way.

Starring Paul Rudd as Scott Lang/Ant-
Man, Evangeline Lily as Hope van Dyne/
the Wasp, Kathyrn Newton as Cassie 
Lang and Jonathan Majors as Kang the 
Conqueror.

What I loved 
The comedy throughout. I’ve said 

it once, and I'll say it again, Ant-Man is 
supposed to be a funny character, and this 
film does that justice and more. We get 
this very cool intro, which you see in the 
trailer, that is Scott Lang doing a comedic 
monologue of his life after saving the world, 
and it's just a great way to start off the film 
and make it a very comedic thing. While 
we get ominous comedy at some points, 

throughout the film we get moments that 
just make you straight up burst laughing. 
I’m a person who doesn't like when Marvel 
makes all their films comedic, but Ant-Man 
is meant to be funny, and this film is truly 
no different. 

The cinematography. This movie is 
unbelievably gorgeous, and you almost 
can't focus on anything else. From the 
usual beauty of the costume designs to the 
set that is otherworldly, you cannot take 
your eyes off this film. We go from scene to 
scene in this film of one gorgeous element 
to another. You get to see all these different 
quantum biomes, that each have their own 
unique life to them that stand out. Overall, 
it's so beautifully done, and everyone that 
worked on these elements deserves a raise.

What I didn't love
The lack of introduction/clarity 

throughout. While I like the plot, some 
characters seem simply added with no 
explanation. Even someone who watches 
all Marvel films over and over, and reads 
the comics casually, the connection 
throughout this movie feels off. I could 
not recommend it to some who liked the 
first two films without having heavy prior 
MCU knowledge, and even then there are 
timeline discrepancies. Throughout the 

movie, with the introduction of Kang, there 
is just a piece that feels like it is missing. 
We know sort of who he is from Loki (and 
if you read the comics), but where is the 
rest of his story? It feels like you're missing 
something with new characters and just 
unanswered questions throughout. 

The comedy is too much at times. While 
the movie is meant to be funny, at some 
points it feels like the comedy is forced, 
like we understand it's supposed to be 
funny without you telling us. I wish there 
could have been some dramatic moments 
without feeling like you needed to laugh or 
some character cracking a joke, just to give 
the jokes some breathing room. But what 
can I say, it's very on brand for an Ant-Man 
film, and I can't complain.

Verdict
While this movie isn't a highly emotional 

standard Marvel film, I think what makes it 
good is that it goes against the grain. The 
classic arcs are there (Bad vs Good), but 
it’s the overall comedy of the film while 
getting into these new undiscovered areas 
that makes the film good. 

I give “Ant-Man and the Wasp: 
Quantumania” a 8.5 out of 10.

'Hogwarts Legacy' brings 
back childhood memories
CAITLIN MICHAEL
COLUMNIST

Harry Potter books, movies, and 
products have always been there. It has 
become people’s childhood favorite, and, 
for some, it’s the adulthood favorite too. It 
has 11-year-olds wishing to receive their 
Hogwarts letters in hopes to become a 
witch or wizard. As time passes, we realize 
we will never cast spells or have Professor 
McGonagall teach us transfiguration 
because it is not real… until now.

The "Hogwarts Legacy" video game 
was released for PlayStation 5, Xbox 
Series X/S, and Windows PC on Feb. 10. 
The game allows you to customize your 
character and become a Hogwarts student. 
As an open-world game, it takes you on 
a journey through the school year where 
you learn spells, do side quests, and play 
through 43 different main quests. 

Players can also choose their Hogwarts 
house and explore the common rooms. The 
house Hufflepuff has a special quest where 

you go to the prison of Azkaban, but it is 
just a cut-scene, so you don’t get to roam 
around. Furthermore, the house Ravenclaw 
has the least amount of quests compared to 
the other three houses, but their quests are 
longer than others. 

"Hogwarts Legacy" made my childhood 
dreams come true. Getting to fly on a 
broomstick and see the Slytherin common 
room for the first time, there are no words 
to describe my emotions. The graphics are 
beautiful, the soundtrack is spectacular, 
and the atmosphere is incredible. Although 
there are some glitches in the game, it runs 
smoothly, and I have run into little issues 
so far.

I have to give kudos to the dialogue 
creator. The banter between students and 
faculty is light, funny, and not too repetitive. 
The character, Sebastian, is my personal 
favorite. He seems to always show up when 
I need him to, and his character design is 
cute. The animals in the game are fun to 
interact with. I like petting cats and taming 
wild creatures.

Hopefully, in the future, the developers 

of Avalanche Software will release more 
downloadable content that has more quests 
and more options on what you can interact 
with. I would love to see an option to have 
a love interest, adopt more animals, and go 
to different places such as Diagon Alley.

"Hogwarts Legacy” releases on 
PlayStation 4 and Xbox One on April 4 and 
on Nintendo Switch on July 25. I cannot 
wait to see what this game has in store the 
longer I play, and I am looking forward to 
other updates in the future.

First episodes of 
'The Last of Us' 

are promising

SYDNEY BROWN
COLUMNIST

Rising HBO show "The Last of Us" 
reached millions of viewers during its 
premiere and is still growing at five 
episodes in. The internet, and myself, are 
enjoying the memes and not-so-patiently 
waiting for each Sunday at 9 p.m. to watch 
the newest episode.

What is TLOU?
"The Last of Us" is now both a 

television show and a video game. 
Focusing on characters Joel and Ellie, 
the story takes place in a post-apocalyptic 
world of not-zombies created by the very 
mushroomcore cordyceps virus. Joel takes 
on the duty of protecting and delivering 
Ellie to a group known as "The Fireflies."

Closeness to the Game
The video game was released in the 

middle of 2013, which might've changed 
the context of how scenes play out. 
However, numerous scenes from the show 
are exact to the video game. If memory 
serves me correctly, the television show 
replicates the gameplay to a T for the first 
two episodes. This definitely made me 
feel nostalgic. Contrary to controversy, 
all of the LGBTQIA+ characters in the 
show so far were also queer in the game 
ten years ago. The cinematography is also 
breathtakingly similar.

Deviating from the Game
Not everything sticks to the game, and 

for the better. The television show decides 
to make characters like brothers Henry and 
Sam, as well as partners Bill and Frank, 
more human and known by the audience. 
They have more screen time, and the third 
episode even shows as an action sequence 
from the perspectives of Bill and Frank. 
Joel is shown not just in the present-time 
of the game, but also during the near-start 
of the apocalypse. I genuinely cried at the 
end of the third episode, and I now believe 
in love again. I watched it three times in 
a row. Not once did I think that either of 
the characters should've been introduced 
as they were in the video game. Episode 
five made me clutch at my chest, hold my 
breath, and reflect on my family dynamics. 
Deviant writing wins this round.

The Last of My Words
The first half of the debut season for 

"The Last of Us" has earned a 10/10 
rating from me.
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Khalid and Dove 
Cameron create
a great love song
MARIAM 
FAKHREDDINE
COLUMNIST

Surprising for both artists' 
fanbases, pop-star Dove 
Cameron and r&b musician 
Khalid have come together 
to release a captivating new 
single named "We Go Down 
Together" on Feb. 9. 

What's beautiful is that 
their voices intertwine.

This eagerly awaited song, 
which both artists teased 
on social media last week, 
demonstrates their distinctly 
different singing styles 
and emotional resonance. 
Cameron's musical talent 
and Khalid's distinctive smooth vocals 
dominate throughout the entire song, 
once again. The two vocalists described a 
connection they were captivated by during 
the song. Call and response were used 
frequently throughout the verses and the 
chorus, which created the impression that 
the two were having a conversation.

It started out subtly with Cameron's 
silky voice covering the instrumental as 
well as the background piano and guitar. 
Before smoothly launching into Khalid's 
opening lyric, Cameron and Khalid gently 
synchronized. The lyrics gave the audience 
the impression that love is worth fighting 
for. The conversation between the first 
two lines set up the chorus, in which the 
two musicians joined forces to convey the 
significance of the love both desired from 
each other.

Cameron and Khalid sing "If you go 
down, then we go down together. If you 
hold on, I might just stay forever." This 
certain lyric within the song really goes 
deep, and it makes me think that, no matter 
what, love is worth fighting for regardless 
of the problem. Upon that chorus, Cameron 
and Khalid's voices blended flawlessly. 
It seemed as though these two singers 
were destined to collaborate on a song. 
The combination of Cameron's higher 
vocals and Khalid's softer tone, as well 
as the emotion they conveyed throughout 
the song's narrative, was irresistible. 

Throughout the chorus, the symphony in 
the background intensified along with the 
lyrics' passion and the singers' emotions. To 
capture the singers' utmost feelings, more 
instrumentation was utilized.

Before the verses, the chorus felt like a 
thrill that gradually faded. Both vocalists 
continued to privately consider the 
difficulties of their relationship as if they 
had returned to reality. It was remarkable 
how they managed to work in the repetition 
of one particular line before going into the 
final chorus.

The final chorus of the song contains its 
climax. As the song ended, they each sang 
in a higher range and added more vibration 
to their voices. The harmonies steadily 
improved. The song's final chorus was the 
most memorable, despite how beautiful the 
whole of it was.

I would keep playing this song over and 
over again. It's the kind of song you want 
to put on repeat. It gave me a sense of déjà 
vu because the vocals of this song and the 
one Khalid and Billie Eilish collaborated 
on in the past are similar. In contrast to 
other love songs that are seen as depressing 
and about a breakup, I believe that this is 
the ideal love narrative about battling for 
love. This love song offers reassurance and 
has uplifting moments throughout. “You 
are everything I’m living for,” Cameron 
sings. This specific lyric explains what 
unconditional love looks like.

I would rate the single a 10 out of 10.

'The Jaws of Life' is not 
what was expected
KASPER MIELKE
COLUMNIST

After a seven year wait and three 
singles promoting their upcoming release, 
Pierce The Veil (PTV) returns to the music 
scene with their record “The Jaws of Life.” 

Being one of the most notable bands of 
the “Scene” music era of the 2000s, their 
audience was half expecting PTV to come 
out with music that is reminiscent of their 
earlier work. Though this record did not hit 
as hard with most people, this record could 
be considered a maturation of the band in 
both their lyricism and musicality. 

Album’s Highs:
“So Far So Fake” - 9/10
Out of the entire 41 minute runtime, this 

song is just a snippet of the lyrical mastery 
that lies within it. It has been discovered 
that this song wreaks bitterness towards 
someone that has done the speaker wrong. 
This is evident by the lyric “I’m cauterizing 
the veins you lacerate. In the end, you 
took it all away from me.” It is clear that 
the person the speaker is talking about 

hurt them in a very bad way, and now the 
speaker is trying to fix the wounds that will 
inevitably scar them. 

Musically, the guitar in the intro sets the 
tone for the rest of the song. It’s melancholy 
in nature, comparable to that of a slow, 
marching drum beat. As mentioned earlier, 
the song is filled with bitterness toward 
someone, so it would make sense for the 
song to not be as joyous in the musical 
sense. The frontman’s vocals are stressed, 
which drives the theme of the song home. 

Album’s Lows:
“12 Fractures (feat. Chloe 

Moriondo)” - 5/10
The lyrics of this song are the better part 

of it, for sure. It has been revealed that this 
song is about two people going through a 
divorce. A lyric that stands out is “There 
were shortcuts into heaven through your 
eyes.” Given the context of the song, that 
lyric is bittersweet. 

The vocals of this song are another 
great part of the song. Chloe Moriondo’s 
voice is a perfect match to Vic Fuentes’, 
and they play the part well in in a solemnly 
portraying the song. However, the backing 
music lacks luster. The band is not growing 
with the vocalists. Perhaps there is some 
deeper meaning behind why the song 
became what it is, but it is a weird note to 
end on in the last track. 

Honorary Mentions:
“Emergency Contact” - 8/10
“Shared Trauma” - 8/10
“Flawless Execution” - 8.5/10
Overview
I would give this album a rating of 

7.7/10

Caroline Polachek's 
'Desire, I Want To Turn 
Into You' sets the bar
AARON HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR

Caroline Polachek has been making 
records for well over a decade now, first 
coming into the scene with her synth-pop 
group Chairlift. 

However, she reached a new level of 
success after her single “So Hot You’re 
Hurting My Feelings,” from her 2019 
album “Pang,” blew up and reached 78 
million listens on Spotify alone. 

Following that success, Polachek 
released her sophomore album “Desire, I 
Want To Turn Into You.” 

Album’s Highs:
There are many positives about 

Polachek’s second studio album, but one of 
its greatest features is its ability to transport 
the listener into its world. This was easily 
accomplished by the first song “Welcome 
To My Island,” which was first introduced 
in an EP in December of 2022. Highlighted 
by strong vocal performance and 80s 
techno, this song has a bratty energy that 
captivates listeners instantly. The album 
captures various sounds from breakbeat, 
techno, folk, pop, and even bagpipes. For 

instance, the track “Sunset,” produced by 
Sega Bodega, is heavily influenced by Latin 
flamenco while songs like “Fly to you” 

use breakbeat production. The 
progression and cohesiveness 
make this an enjoyable album 
overall and display Polachek’s 
already approved talent.

Album’s Lows: 
There are not many 

problems in “Desire, I Want To 
Turn Into You.” However, there 
are a few lows. 

Many of the slow-paced 
songs are not as good as upbeat 
songs like “Welcome To My 
Island” or “Bunny Is A Rider,” 
except for “Crude Drawing of 
An Angel.” Because of that, 
some of the songs are more 
forgettable than others. 

Also, like many pop 
albums, this project is not 

feature-heavy. The one song featuring 
another artist is “Fly To You,” featuring 
Grimes and Dido. 

While it is not a bad song itself, it 
was expected Grimes would have a better 
performance as she is one of the few guests.

Summary: 
“Desire, I Want To Turn Into You” is 

one of the most interesting pop projects 
to come out this year. There are few dull 
moments in the album, and when compared 
to many others in the genre, Polachek is 
leagues ahead.

Seeing the progression and differences 
from Chairlift, “Pang,” and now to “Desire, 
I Want To Turn Into You,” it is clear that 
Polachek has all that it takes to be a staple 
within the genre. 

Having already worked with Charli 
XCX, Travis Scott, and Beyoncé, expect to 
see her name mentioned more. 

This album is cohesive, camp, and 
mixes unique elements to create one of the 
best projects of 2023 so far. 

I would rate it an 8 out of 10.

The Eastern Echo Podcast is back! 
New episodes released every Tuesday!

Scan the QR code to listen!E
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EMU women's basketball drops road game vs. Toledo
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

In a road game on Feb. 18 at Savage 
Arena against the University of Toledo 
(21-4, 12-2 MAC), the Eastern Michigan 
University women's basketball team (13-
12, 5-9 MAC) came up short 84-64. 

Four players for the Eagles scored 
double-figures, led by freshman Olivia 
Smith with 18 points. This is Smith’s 
eighth game scoring double-digits and her 

fourth time leading in scoring. 
Sophomore Lachelle Austin followed 

with 11 points while senior Irekpitan Ozzy-
Momodu and junior Ce'Nara Skanes both 
had 10 points.

According to EMU Athletics, the 49 
points scored by the four accounted for 77 
percent of the team's scoring output against 
the Rockets.

The Eagles struggled from the jump, 
finishing the first quarter down 25-13. 
Attempts from the Eagles during the 
second quarter did minimal damage to 

the Rockets’ lead going into halftime still 
trailing, 48-26. 

The Rockets continued to widen their 
lead with the Eagles down, 80-50, in the 
fourth quarter.

With 3:48 left in the ball game, the 
Eagles went on an 8-0 run, but it would 
be the Rockets who would come out 
victorious.

The team will be back home on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 for a matchup against 
the University at Buffalo at 7 p.m. 

The
Block 

 E

Tune in for commentary and an 
overview of all things sports 
at EMU, hosted by Sports Editor 

Blake McQueary and co-hosts
Pritish Kokate and Cody Almasy. 

New episodes 
weekly! 

Check it out 
using the QR 

code!

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS EDITOR 

The Eastern Michigan University men’s 
basketball team (6-21, 3-11 Mid-American 
Conference) traveled to Kent, Ohio on 
Friday, Feb. 17 for their second matchup of 
the season with Kent State (22-5, 12-2) in a 
must-win scenario for the Eagles as they sit 
two spots behind the eighth and final spot 
for the MAC tournament. The Eagles fell 
short to the Golden Flashes, 81-54. 

The Eagles trail their all-time series 
with Kent State, 35-49, and have dropped 
six in a row in the series overall. The last 
time that EMU picked up a win on the road 
in Kent, Ohio was on Feb. 1, 2010, when 
the Eagles knocked off the Golden Flashes, 
62-59. 

Sophomore Emoni Bates led the 
Eagles offensively as he notched his third 
career double-double with 15 points, all 
of which came in the second half, and 11 
rebounds. With his 15-point performance, 
Bates’ season point total is now at 520 

points, making it the fifth-highest total for 
a sophomore in EMU history as he passed 
former Eagle, Brian Tolbert. 

Sophomore Kevin-David Rice added to 
the scoring attack as he finished with

PHOTO CREDIT: ISREAL MILLER

nine points off the bench, while 
freshman Orlando Lovejoy added seven 
points. 

The Eagles did some damage on the 

offensive glass as they grabbed 13 offensive 
rebounds and turned those into 12 second 
chance points. They also outrebounded 
Kent State, 35-32. 

Defensively, the Eagles forced 15 Kent 
State turnovers and turned those into 15 
points on the offensive end. 

In the first half, Kent State jumped 
out to an early 2-0 lead with 19:47 left to 
play and would not give it up. Kent State’s 
Sincere Carry would pour in 12 points in 
the half as the Eagles found themselves 
trailing, 41-25, entering halftime. 

The second half wasn’t much of an 
improvement on EMU’s end as Kent 
State would produce a 9-0 run to extend a 
17-point lead to 26 points. As the Golden 
Flashes outscored EMU 40-29 in the 
second half, Kent State would take the win 
over the Eagles, 81-54. 

Next up, the Eagles will return home to 
Ypsilanti, Michigan for the first of its final 
two home games of the season with rival 
Western Michigan coming to the George 
Gervin GameAbove Center on Tuesday, 
Feb. 21. 

EMU men’s basketball drops 
rematch with Kent State, 81-54 

DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
women's basketball team (13-11,5-8 MAC) 
fell short to the University of Akron (15-9, 
6-7 MAC), 72-70, on the road Wednesday, 
Feb. 15. Three Eagles scored double-
figures in the loss, two of which were 
double-doubles. 

Senior Irekpitan Ozzy-Momodu tallied 
26 points and 12 rebounds, making this 
her third double-double of the season. 
Sophomore Tayra Eke added 11 points and 
12 rebounds, recording Eke’s fifth double-
double of the season.

Sophomore guard LaChelle Austin 
helped with 19 points, four assists, and two 
steals.

The Eagles fell behind 15-5 in the first 
half but added to the deficit, scoring five 
consecutive points. The Zips responded by 
adding to its lead, leaving the Eagles with 
a 21-12 disadvantage entering the second 

quarter. At the end of the second period, the 
Eagles were still down, 35-25. 

With 4:36 left in the third quarter, EMU 
went on a 6-0 run, keeping Akron from 
growing its lead. The Zips fought back 
heading into the final period with a 56-60 
advantage over the Eagles. 

The Eagles played well near the basket, 
scoring 14 of its 25 points in the paint, but 
it was not enough to defeat Akron, falling 
short 72-70 in the contest. 

EMU’s defense held Akron to only 19 
perfect shooting from beyond the arc. The 
Zips finished with five offensive rebounds 
and scored five second-chance points while 
the Eagles cleared 29 defensive rebounds. 

Ozzy-Momodu added eight offensive 
rebounds, totaling 14 offensive boards for 
EMU, and turned them into 15 second-
chance points. 

Junior Ce’Nara Skanes helped with 
a team-leading five assists to the Eastern 
offense, recording her seventh contest with 
four or more assists. 

EMU women's basketball 
falls to Akron on Feb. 15

EMU track and field 
teams bring home wins
DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
men’s and women’s indoor track and 
field teams traveled to Ann Arbor on Feb. 
17 to compete against the University of 
Michigan in the Silverston Invitational. 

The men’s team posted four individual 
champions, four second-place finishes 
and three third-place finishes while the 
women’s team held eight top-three finishes 
in the contest. 

Senior Almighty Williamson placed 
first in the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 
8.0004 seconds while senior Payne Wylie 
was close behind placing second with 
8.0009 seconds. 

Three Eagles placed in the top four 
spots of the long jump contest. Junior 
Eric Haddock Jr. won with a jump of 
6.88 meters. Following behind was junior 
Formula Thompson with a 6.66 meter jump 
to place second, while senior Dahndray 
Holmes placed fourth with a 6.39 meter 
jump. 

Graduate student Richie Sadler saw a 
first-place victory in the triple jump while 
Haddock Jr. placed second with 14.38 
meters. 

Fellow grad student Newlyn 
Stephenson also placed second in the 
weight throw with a toss of 22.61. 

The Eagles saw three third-place 
finishes from junior Kaleb Simpson in 
the 60 meters with a 6.89 time, freshman 

Josh Flake in the 400 meters with a 50.61 
time, and distance runner Sam Peterson in 
the 800 meters with a personal best time 
of 1:54.70. 

Junior Linus Vennemann set a personal 
record winning the 800 meters with a time 
of 1:52.25.

The women’s side was led by graduate 
student Alysse Wade winning the 60-meter 
hurdles with a time of 8:50.

Five Eagles on the women’s team 
placed second in the meet. Sophomore 
Nyla Joseph-Guevara in the triple jump 
earned a personal best of 11.11 meters, 
senior Angel Gazaway in the 60-meter 
hurdles with a 8:57 time, junior Antonia 
Woods in the long jump with a 5.53 meter 
jump, Miranda Caldwell in the weight 
throw with a 17.95 meter toss, and junior 
Maura Lane with 3.66 meters in the pole 
vault. 

Joseph-Guevara also placed third in the 
long jump with a 5.50 meter jump, while 
junior Kilani Harvey also placed third in 
the 200 meters.

The Eagles also saw personal best 
from the women’s team including a trio of 
spectacular performances in the long jump 
contest as freshman Aleah Johnson placed 
fifth, sophomore Isabella Brent placed 
sixth, and Safeya Woolcook finished in 
seventh place. 

Up next, the Eagles will compete in 
Bowling Green, Ohio, at the Mid-American 
Conference Indoor Championships Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 24-25. 

Emoni Bates surpasses 
500 points this season
CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University men’s 
basketball team (6-20, 3-10 MAC) dropped 
its fourth consecutive game on Tuesday, 
Feb. 14, when the University of Akron (18-
8, 10-3 MAC) defeated EMU, 78-51, inside 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center. 
The Eagles posted a 6.7 percent three-point 
shooting percentage, their 
lowest of the season, as the 
team could only get one 
long ball to go through the 
net on 15 attempts. 

Sophomore Emoni 
Bates would provide that 
lone three-pointer of the 
night for the Eagles and 
lead the team in scoring. 
Bates managed 13 points, 
dished out three assists, and 
blocked two shots. The 13 
points were enough for the 
Ypsilanti native to eclipse 
the 500-point mark for the 
season. Bates now has 505 
total points in the 2022-23 
campaign and is just five points shy of 
moving into fifth all-time for scoring as a 
sophomore at EMU. 

Bates faced his fair share of struggles 
simultaneously, however, as he turned the 
ball over four times and only posted a 23.1 
percent shooting percentage from the floor. 

Fellow sophomore Noah Farrakhan 
also broke into double-digits in the scoring 
column with 11 points. Farrakhan led 
the team in rebounding as well with five 

boards and tallied two helpers to keep his 
38-game streak with at least one assist. 

The Eagles would see an early 4-2 
advantage only to see the Zips respond 
with an eight-point scoring burst of their 
own to go out in from 10-4. Akron also 
established its control of the glass in the 
opening sequence of the game, as the 
Zips collected seven offensive rebounds 
compared to the Eagles’ five total rebounds 
in the first seven minutes of action. 

EMU fought back 
after falling into the six-
point deficit and rallied to 
outscore Akron  10 points 
to three in the next six and 
a half minutes and reclaim 
the lead, 14-13. Albeit, 
this lead would only be for 
a brief moment because 
Akron would once again 
flip momentum, but this 
time the Zips would not 
give it back to the Eagles. 

Akron would go on to 
outpace EMU 16 points to 
six for the remainder of the 
first half making the score 

29-20 at the break.
Akron hit a stride both offensively and 

defensively coming out of intermission 
and was able to continue to build on their 
lead over the Eagles and eventually blow 
the game wide open. Akron recorded 17 
offensive boards total in the game and 
dominated the rebound battle in general, 
outrebounding the Eagles 45-28. The Zips 
would ultimately go on to win the game by 
a score of 78-51.

PHOTOS BY ISRAEL MILLER
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YPSILANTI MAYOR NICOLE BROWN SPEAKS ON HER JOURNEY TO LOCAL OFFICE 
AT “MY JOURNEY TO CITY HALL: LESSONS FOR ASPIRING YOUNG POLITICIANS,” 
EVENT IN THE STUDENT CENTER ON FEB. 15.
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EMU STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED THE BLACK PROFESSIONALS PANEL IN THE STUDENT CENTER ON FEB. 2 HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO GET HEADSHOTS TAKEN ON THEIR WAY INTO THE EVENT. 

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID REYES

RIGHT: STUDENTS ATTENDED THE BLACK PROFESSIONALS PANEL ON FEB. 2.
LEFT: SPEAKERS DISCUSSED THEIR EXPERIENCES ON BEING BLACK IN THE WORKFORCE AT THE BLACK PROFESSIONALS 
PANEL ON FEB. 2.
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DRAG PERFORMERS VISITED EMU FOR “SELF LOVE IN DRAG” EVENT ON FEB. 16 IN EMU’S STUDENT CENTER.
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BLACK DRAG PERFORMERS VISITED EMU FOR A GENDER FLUID FASHION SHOW ON 

FEB. 16 IN EMU’S STUDENT CENTER.
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LOCAL BLACK ACTIVISTS SPOKE AT  “A CONVERSATION ON RACE, POLICING, & 
SOCIAL JUSTICE: WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?” EVENT ON FEB. 15. 
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