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Editor Note

For years, there is no doubt that 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy has 
influenced many people with his words, 
service, activism, bravery, and nonviolent 
demonstrations. This past weekend, 
Eastern Michigan University’s campus 
made sure to honor his achievements and 
impact over a six-day period.

51 years ago, King’s life was taken 
violently and suddenly, leaving us 
without closure and trying to make sense 
of his words in the world as he left it. It 
has been half a century since King was 
assassinated, and in that time, there has 
been progress both forward and backward. 
The university’s celebration is our 
community’s way to try to continue the 
forward progress.

It is a hard road ahead. On the national 
stage, we are seeing more hate as people 
feel embolden to rear their racist heads, 
more misunderstanding as minorities 
struggle to be heard, more life at stake 
due to the hatred and fear that strengthen 
the cries against those who just need 
compassion and help.

It is hard to have hope and to feel willing 
to follow King’s nonviolent example when 
all we want to do is fight for our place in 
life. However, we still must attempt. One 
man helped lead a change that now allows 
people to be free in their own identity, and 
we can and should follow his example. 

There are many voices, and we are a 
part of the chorus rising up against hate 
and dishonesty. For the sake of King’s 
legacy, we need to continue forward, far 
after the university’s celebration ends. It is 
our belief that the EMU community can do 
that, and with this spirit, we wish you the 
strength, conviction and eloquence that 
King left us to follow. 
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“‘We the people’ is referring to the people 
of the United States,” said EMU alumnus 
Kenneth Dobson. “However, there was a 
problem…‘We the people’ did not include all 
rights for all men, all rights for all women, 
all rights for all minorities, nor did it include 
all the rights for people with a lower income. 
These are the type of people Dr. Martin 
Luther King stood up for.”

At the Martin Luther King Jr. statue 
located between Boone Hall and Welch 
Hall, dozens gathered for the annual 
commemorative march to honor King’s 
legacy and to reflect the historic 1965 Selma-
Montgomery March done by thousands of 
non-violent demonstrators.

EMU President James Smith, Dobson and 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity had opening 
words before the march began, concluding 
with EMU’s Gospel Choir performing “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” written by J. Rosamond 
Johnson and James Weldon Johnson.

“The importance of this 33-year legacy 
is the fact that we do remember,” President 
Smith said. “We do come together, we do 
believe as a community that by being united, 
we make a difference.”

Although the weather was cold with light 
snowfall, President Smith, staff, members of 
Student Government, various EMU athletic 
teams, Alpha Phi Alpha and Ypsilanti 
citizens participated in the march from the 
south to the north side of campus.

Having the march as the first event 
of EMU’s annual MLK celebrations, the 

participants had their own reasons on why 
they attended and what the march meant to 
them. 

It took approximately 15 minutes to 
complete with Alpha Phi Alpha members 
leading the way to the Student Center.

According to the Alpha Phi Alpha 
website, Martin Luther King Jr. was one of 
their most popular and influential members 
after he joined in 1952.

Senior Taurean McMichael has been a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha starting in fall 
2016 and participated in every march since 
then.

“To call him my brother is just so amazing 
because not everybody in the world can say 
that and me joining the fraternity, I just 
learn more about him,” he said.
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