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Art is a form of expression for many 
people and for this talented Eastern Michigan 
University student, it is his biggest passion. 

21-year-old Samson Shofoluwe is 
pursuing a Bachelors of Fine Arts at EMU 
and has goals to create meaningful work with 
impact. Shofoluwe was born and raised in 
Lagos, Nigeria, moving to the UK at 11 years 
old where he lived until the end of 2019. 

As an artist, Shofoluwe goes by the name 
ShoNobi, which intermingles his passion for 
anime using Naruto’s 'Shinobi’s,’ with his 
most-common nickname “Sho.” 

During his last year in London, Shofoluwe 
spent his time building connections, holding 
two exhibitions, as well as appearing in 
a BBC mini-series centered around the 
realities of how art can save the youth from 
street violence. 

After moving to the United States, 
Shofoluwe basically had to start over again. 
Nevertheless, he has already made strides 
in the right direction; participating in Art 
Prize, a global art competition held in Grand 
Rapids, as well as curating a gallery in the 
student center at EMU. 

“While I knew I wasn’t going to get much 
from [the gallery], it was a nice experience 
to be a curator and be able to set everything 
up myself, so I could make it how I wanted,” 
Shofoluwe states. 

Most of his finished pieces are oil on 
cardboard. However, Shofoluwe boasts a 
high level of competency in both traditional 
and digital art. The medium matters very 
little, as he simply enjoys being able to bring 
life to a blank surface whilst endeavoring 
to push the limits of what he can create. He 
finds inspiration in everything, from anime 
culture to contemporary artists like Arinze, 
Kehinde Wiley, and Nelson Makamo. 

The creator has gained attention on the 
popular social media platforms Twitter and 
TikTok too. 

“I think my art went viral like three times, 
which was lit, but Twitter has no consistency, 
so one day something that is bad may get 

1000 retweets, and you could post something 
completely different and amazing and get no 
attention,” Shofoluwe states.

While no one wants social media hits 
to be their main goal, Shofoluwe discusses 
the annoyance of always hoping for success 
when posting on social media nonetheless, 
especially after working so hard at something 
for so long. 

“I never stopped, anytime I was bored it 
was the thing I could do, but I took it more 
seriously after school because then I was 
doing it for myself,” Shofoluwe says. “I’d 
say when I was 18 was when I began taking 
art seriously as a personal journey.”

With just a quick look at any of his work, 
you will most likely be able to recognize its 
beauty and his immense talent. However, 
Shofoluwe has goals to create pieces that are 
not just visually pleasing, but meaningful as 
well. 

“I’m also seeing parallels between trying 
to be a visual artist and trying to be a musical 
artist. It’s like essentially what I see people 
doing would be like doing covers, and they 
may be singing greatly, but the song itself 
isn’t meaningful. So I’m trying to make 
meaningful songs,” Shofoluwe explains. 
“I’m starting to write my own music.” 

The artist compares art to music and feels 
that establishing your own narrative and 
meaning in your work is what makes pieces 
your own and demonstrates true skill. 

“I want to start constructing my own 
stories. So far, there hasn’t been too much 
clear narration, but I have been trying to put a 
lot more thought into the meaning hidden in 
details, rather than just having a cool picture 
you can look at. I wanna actually have things 
that tell a story, like something deeper.”

Shofoluwe’s favorite pieces he has 
created are titled “Hair Day,” “High and 
Mighty” and “Your Pledge, Our Choice.” 
Each of these pieces possess a meaning that 
is deeper than what initially meets the eye. 

Hair Day
Being the earliest of the three, this 

painting was meant to be part of a series 
that did not end up coming to fruition, at 
least not yet. The series was supposed to be 

Shofoluwe seeing how far he could push the 
definition of what counts as intimacy. 

“The whole idea is there’s a girl doing 
her friends’ hair, and there’s a third figure 
passing the blunt,” Shofoluwe says. “This is 
an intimate moment even if there’s not close 
touching, and it may not present the first idea 
that comes to your mind when you think of 
intimacy.” 

Your Pledge, Our Choice
“The meaning of the piece is a callback 

to myself and most African kids that are in 
the diaspora. The title is ‘your pledge, our 
choice’ and on their faces there are words 
written on them like tribal marks.”

In Nigeria, where Shofoluwe is originally 
from, you may receive tribal marks if you 
are born into a tribe that is very distinct. 
The painting uses this imagery as a way to 
symbolize the fact that parents often push 
their kids to be lawyers and doctors, without 
much leeway for choice. 

“I was fortunate enough to be able to do 
art, and art doesn’t really bother anyone so 
I just kept doing art and the fact that I was 
good at it convinced my mom to want me to 
keep doing it, but for a lot of people it’s not 
the same. Also, we do this thing in school 
and pledge to Nigeria every morning and 
it’s like ‘this is your pledge but do we get a 
choice?’.”

High and Mighty
This next piece offers viewers even more 

room for interpretation, meant to be both 
humorous and slightly serious.

“I’m trying to joke a bit, but at the same 
time trying to make you think about a few 
things. ‘High and Mighty’ itself as a title is a 
phrase that’s used to describe someone who 
is acting more than they think they are, then 
in the picture she’s smoking a blunt, so she’s 
getting high, so I’m kind of playing with 
words there.”

Shofoluwe speaks about how many 
people are judgemental when it comes to 
smokers, sometimes even using religious 
views as a reasoning. In connection, he uses 
religious imagery to tie into the visual’s 
image.

See “Artist Feature” Page 2

EMU artist Samson Shofoluwe has goals 
to create meaningful work with impact 
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“I put the Bible motif there in the clouds 
and she’s got this angelic feeling, and she’s 
got wings on her back, so it’s like you're 
in Heaven. And it’s like now that you’re 
judging us, making yourself seem high and 
mighty, I’m really high, so who’s really high 
and mighty?”

While Shofoluwe himself really thought 
of this piece’s meaning in a joking manner, 
he wants people who see it to be able to form 
their own narrative.  

Apart from his current goal of creating 
meaning within his pieces, Shofoluwe also 
has dreams to make a name for himself, 
allowing him to have multiple shows over 
the year without worrying about money. 

“The goal is to have multiple streams 
of income as an artist and be able to give 

back and put on shows for people for 
free,” Shofoluwe states. “I want to start a 
foundation where I’ve got a studio where I 
can have other artists.”

With a large mission to help other artists 
in the process, Shofoluwe has the following 
words of advice for any aspiring creator. 

“You should create frequently, stay 
consistent, and put your work out there, no 
matter how bad you think it is,” Sholofouwe 
states. “Undervaluing ourselves is our 
biggest downfall.” 

Moving forward, Shofoluwe hopes to 
become well-known in the art scene before 
pursuing his Master’s degree in New York. 
His dream is to have his work recognizable 
in every corner of the world.

“Artist Feature” From Front

 YOUR PLEDGE, OUR CHOICE

 HIGH & MIGHTY
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CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

The Michigan Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission voted to 
approve congressional and state legislative 
redistricting maps, which will balance 
political power in Ypsilanti for the next 
decade. 

Due to slow population growth according 
to the 2020 U.S. Census, Michigan lost a 
congressional district during its redistricting, 
bringing their total down from 14 to 13 
districts. Prior to the new maps, Ypsilanti 
presided in district 12, but today, Ypsilanti is 
located in the 6th District.

The new state senate lines include 
38 districts that reduce the Republican 
advantage as opposed to the lines drawn 
in 2011 by the GOP. However, this new 
map brings about major changes to the 
lines already in place. Washtenaw County 
will be split in half, stretching west across 
Washtenaw and Jackson, placing Ypsilanti in 
the 15th District. 

The new state house map has sparked 
controversy among voters, some of whom 
say they fear that the new lines will diminish 
Black voters' representation in majority-
Black districts, such as Lansing and Detroit. 

The redrawn state house map divides Ann 
Arbor into four different districts, including 
three districts that stretch west across 
Washtenaw and one that goes from Plymouth 
and Northville Township to South Lyon. This 
places Ypsilanti in the 32nd District. 

Michigan’s statewide primary elections 
begin Aug. 2, 2022. U.S. Rep. Debbie 
Dingell and state Sen. Jeff Irwin have both 
announced that they are running in Ypsilanti’s 

newly redrawn districts. 
Congressional 6th District : Rep. Debbie 

Dingell
In 2015, Rep. Dingell began serving as 

the U.S. representative for Michigan's 12th 
District. Now, she hopes to be reelected, 
representing the newly drawn 6th District. 

"I have represented the people of Ypsi 
for over seven years now, and I'm grateful 
the new 6th District lines will allow me to 
continue to be part of and advocate for this 
community," Dingell said. "I'm committed 
to continuing my work to ensure equitable 
access to affordable housing and education, 
clean water, and widespread internet. I'm 
also fighting to maintain American jobs 
while strengthening domestic manufacturing 
and supporting a transition to clean energy.”

Dingell is passionate about issues on 
school campuses in the district that she 
represents, hoping to become more involved 
in student activities if she is reelected.

"At Eastern, I'll also remain focused 
on Title IX issues,” Dingell said. “This 
community matters to me in so many ways - 
I'm looking forward to so many more student 
forums, student events, parades, farmers 
markets, and memories with you all.” 

State Senate 15th District: Sen. Jeff Irwin
"I am running because it is a tremendous 

opportunity to help people and to make 
Michigan a better state to live in,” Michigan 
Sen. Jeff Irwin said. "I want to continue my 
work fighting for better education systems in 
every zip code, access to affordable higher 
education, and making sure that our laws 
provide equal protection to everyone, no 
matter where they're from, what they look 
like, and who they love. Those are some of 
the core issues that got me to run for office in 
the first place.”

A preview of
Ypsilanti's 2022 
elections and new 
voting districts

‘We can come together
to put Michiganders first.’ 
Gov. Whitmer states
AREENA BASMADJIAN
NEWS REPORTER

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced 
proposed tax cuts, lower costs on insulin and 
electric vehicles, and better access to mental 
healthcare during her State of the State 
speech on Wednesday, Jan. 26, at the Detroit 
Diesel Corporation. 

Whitmer kicked off her speech by 
honoring the lives lost at the Oxford school 
shooting that occurred last November. She 
also honored the more than 30,000 Michigan 
lives lost due to COVID-19 in the past year. 

“I know at times our nation’s capital feels 
hopelessly gridlocked, but at our state capital, 
Republicans and Democrats have shown we 
can come together to put Michiganders first,” 
Whitmer said. 

The delivery of over $420 million dollars 
in relief to small businesses, expanding 
access to high-quality childcare, criminal 
justice reforms, and education investments 
were included in the list of Michigan’s 
achievements in the past year. 

Whitmer addressed several topics during 
her speech and put forward several proposals, 
including a repeal of the retirement tax, an 
increase for Michigan-earned income tax 
credit, a reduction of costs for insulin and 
electric cars, and an expansion of access to 
mental health services. 

Following Whitmer’s State of the State 
speech, Democratic leader Donna Lasinski 
(D-Scio Township) issued a statement in 
support of her proposals. 

“House Democrats are proud to stand 
with Gov. Whitmer on our shared priorities,” 
Lasinski said in a written statement. 

Lasinski emphasized the achievements 
made in the cooperative efforts between 
the House Democrats and Whitmer. The 
accomplishments include record-breaking 
investments in Michigan schools and 
protecting the well-being of Michiganders 
during the pandemic by distributing testing, 
treatment, and vaccines across the state. 

“I am looking forward to partnering with 
Gov. Whitmer on these transformational 
opportunities for Michigan and am excited 
about all of the great things in store for us,” 

Lasinski said in a written statement. 
Rep. Matt Hall (R-Marshall), a House 

Tax Policy Committee chairman, said that 
Whitmer’s speech failed to address the needs 
of Michiganders.

“Gov. Whitmer has shown she is ready 
and willing to spend taxpayer money to 
fund her campaign promises,” Hall said in 
a written statement. “But the Legislature is 
committed to saving taxpayers money as 
they see costs rising everywhere. We need a 
sensible approach that will get people further 
along in life, instead of reaching further into 
their pockets to fund government wish lists.”

Whitmer began her Post-SOTS tour 
on Jan. 27 in Flint, where she promoted 
her proposals to cut taxes for seniors and 
working families, lower costs on insulin 
and electric vehicles, and expand access to 
mental health. 

“The question we have to ask ourselves 
is: ‘Do we believe in Michigan?' I know I 
do,” Whitmer said. “I will always believe in 
Michigan because we are strong and getting 
stronger every day.”

Meningitis exposure reported 
at U-M and MSU events
AREENA BASMADJIAN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Washtenaw County Health 
Department has reported a confirmed case of 
meningococcal meningitis at the University 
of Michigan on Jan. 26, and the student 
recently attended fraternity events at U-M 
and Michigan State University. 

The student attended a fraternity event at 
the Delta Kappa Epsilon Ann Arbor residence 
on Jan. 20 and another fraternity event hosted 
by Sigma Beta Rho at Club Rush in East 
Lansing on Jan. 22. Students who attended 
either event are considered close contacts 
and require immediate antibiotic treatment. 

Any U-M and MSU students that 
may have been exposed should notify the 
University Health Service, and any non-
U-M and MSU students who may have 
been exposed should contact their healthcare 
provider immediately to receive treatment for 
prophylaxis against Neisseria meningitidis. 

“This is not an outbreak and risk to 
the larger community remains law, but 

meningococcal meningitis is a very serious 
illness,” Washtenaw County Medical 
Director, Dr. Juan Luis Marquez, said in 
a written statement. “We are working as 
quickly and collaboratively as possible to 
provide information and treatment options to 
anyone with potential and direct exposure to 
the known case.”

Meningitis is a vaccine-preventable 
illness and may also be treated and prevented 
with the antibiotic, prophylaxis. In addition, 
the  health department recommends a 
treatment of prophylaxis regardless of 
meningococcal vaccination status and that 
it is imperative to begin treatment within 14 
days of exposure. 

Meningococcal meningitis is caused by 
the bacteria, Neisseria meningitidis. This 
disease causes swelling of the membranes 
around the spinal cord and brain. Symptoms 
of meningitis may include sudden onset of 
fever, headache, stiff neck, vomiting, rash, or 
confusion. 

Meningitis is spread through contact with 
an infected person’s oral or nasal secretions, 
according to the WCHD. Close contact 

includes having been coughed or sneezed on, 
kissed, shared food, drinks, and utensils, and 
being in close proximity in enclosed spaces 
with poor ventilation for a prolonged period 
with the infected individual. 

The Ingham County Health Department 
also issued a statement detailing the free 
distribution of ciprofloxacin and rifampin, 
common medications of the antibiotic 
prophylaxis, to those potentially in close 
contact with the infected individual for 
MSU students. The distribution clinics are 
currently being held in MSU Room on the 
third floor of the MSU Union Building on 
Jan. 28 and 29 from 1 to 5 p.m. 

“At this time, no MSU students have 
shown symptoms suggesting an infection,” 
Ingham County Medical Director, Dr. 
Adenike Shoyinka, said in a written 
statement. “Early treatment for close contacts 
will aid us in containing further spread.”

The Washtenaw County Health 
Department, U-M, Ingham County Health 
Department, and MSU are actively 
investigating the meningitis case. 

Eastern Michigan 
University Theatre 
opens the winter 
season with ‘Pipeline’ 
MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

Eastern Michigan University Theatre is 
returning to the stage in February with its 
production of Dominique Morisseau’s drama 
“Pipeline.”

“Pipeline” follows the story of Nya, 
an inner-city public high school teacher, 
and her son Omari who attends a private 
school. Omari attends a predominately white 
school, and an incident occurs between him 
and a teacher that puts him on the brink of 
expulsion. 

“Important questions and passionate 
voices are raised in this timely piece about 
race, family conflict, and the American 
education system,” EMU Theatre said in 
a statement. “The title itself refers to the 
‘school-to-prison pipeline,’ a harsh reality 
facing many young, black men and others 
from marginalized communities.”

Performances will be held Feb. 11-13 

and 18-20 at the Legacy Theatre, located in 
the Judy Sturgis Building at 1030 E. Circle 
Drive. Performances will be held on Feb. 11, 
12, 18, and 19 at 7 p.m. and Feb. 13 and 20 
at 2 p.m.

Masks are required to attend the event, 
and an empty seat will be left between 
parties. EMU Theatre urges anyone with 
COVID-19 symptoms to stay home. Refunds 
and exchanges will be available. 

Tickets prices are $18 for regular 
admission, $14 for seniors over the age of 
60, and $12 for students and MAINSTAGE 
patrons. Tickets can be purchased in-person 
at the Judy Sturgis Hall Ticket Office, by 
phone at 734-487-2282, or online at www.
emutix.com. 

Guests are encoruaged to park in the 
Alexander Guest Lot and Ford Commuter 
and Staff Lot for a fee. Additonal parking 
is available at meters and the Pease Guest 
Lot. More information about parking can be 
found at www.parkemu.com.

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Eagle Nutrition Services at Eastern 
Michigan University are offering free Home 
Cooked Cooking Classes throughout the 
winter semester beginning Thursday, Feb. 3. 

The cooking classes are scheduled for 
Feb. 3, Feb. 23, March 24, and April 13. 
The classes will be held in the demo kitchen 
in room 105 of the Rackham Building. 
Registration is required for each class. 

Darlene Bellers, the head of the Eagle 
Nutrition Services, has been working as the 
director for the past four years. ENS has had 
cooking classes going on for several years 
now and wanted to bring them back in-
person this semester. 

“Pre-covid they were always in-person, 
but when covid hit last year we did virtual 

cook alongs because we wanted to keep 
the classes going,” Bellers said. “This year 
it’s back in person so we’re excited to have 
people around.” 

Registration is required to allow ENS to 
create a safe cooking environment following 
COVID-19 protocols. Students will be able 
to cook along with the instructors, learning 
tips and tricks on how to create student 
friendly healthy meals. 

Bellers, a registered dietician, said the 
cooking class was needed to help students 
that want to learn how to take care of their 
bodies  and to help them create meals for 
themselves. 

“Students want to eat healthy and want 
to eat right, but they have some limitations, 
and some of it is grocery shopping and some 
of it is just putting meals together or always 
being on the go,” Bellers said. “A big part of 
that is cooking, they’d eat healthier meals if 

they knew how to prepare them, but they’re 
intimidated, they don’t want to spend money 
on groceries, burn a meal, and then not have 
the food and the money wasted.”

The main idea of the classes was to teach 
recipes that students may be familiar with 
so that it was a better learning environment. 
They also have alternative food options for 
everyone that caters to people's different 
diets. 

“We do vegetarian options as well as meat 
based options to cater to the whole crowd, 
and some plant based meals to encourage the 
healthy factor,” Bellers said.  

Registration is available at http://
eaglenutritionservies.as.me/cookingclasses. 
If you have any dietary or nutrition questions 
or concerns, contact ENS by phone at 734-
487-6572 or email at chhs_nutrition@emich.
edu. 

EMU's Eagle Nutrition Services 
hosts cooking classes

News Editor news@easternecho.com Megan Forystek
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JOUD BAMEHRIZ
COLUMNIST

All college students suffer from the 
stressors of higher education. As someone 
who has experienced it all myself, I can 
attest to that. College students need to use 
any advantage we can get and through 
my experiences, I have encountered some 
websites that have made life a lot easier. Here 
are just a few easy to use sites that can help 
you get through college.

To start we have the magical website 
DESMOS , which is helpful for all of your 
math problems. This will become your best 
friend since this online graphing calculator 
is going to save you a ton of time. Go to 
DESMOS whenever you get stuck trying to 
solve a problem, and you will never regret 

it. Most professors are okay with it because 
doing math problems graphically is part of 
the process.

Another general education class that can 
be a struggle for some students is writing. 
However, we have a site for that too.To 
make your papers sparkle, the most effective 
websites are Wordtune and Grammarly  . 
Wordtune helps rewrite sentences and make 
them look more eloquent and fresh, so your 
paper doesn’t sound redundant. Grammarly, 
on the other hand, corrects the sentence 
structure and punctuation of the text so that 
you don’t have any errors in your paper. At 
the end of the day, both help makes your 
paper look like a work of art. 

To conclude, these sites won’t carry you 
to an A+, but they are a great help in that 
endeavor. I hope these sites help you in some 
way over your years here at EMU.

Advice: Three 
helpful sites for 
college students

AARON HUGHES
COPY EDITOR

When you ask people from another 
state who the best rappers out of Michigan 
are, their response will most likely include 
Eminem, Big Sean, or even Danny Brown. 
Yet, if you are from the metro-Detroit area, 
you should be aware of the Detroit rap sound 
and the multitude of great artists that aren't 
as well known outside of state lines. Here is 
your guide to some of the top rappers from 
the Mitten: 

42 Dugg 
The 5’1 music giant has one of the most 

familiar and unique sounds in rap. Over the 
years, he has become one of the most popular 
artists from the city, collaborating with well 
known names like Lil Baby, Future, Roddy 
Rich, Tyler, the Creator, and more. What 
makes 42 Dugg even more iconic is his 
signature whistle tag you hear before he raps.

Sada Baby 
If you ever plan on going to a party around 

Detroit, you have to know some of Sada 
Baby’s hits. From “Aktivated” to “Bloxk 
Party,” the east side rapper has a discography 
full of viral songs, even collaborating with 
female rap star Nikki Minaj on the remix 
of "Whole Lotta Choppas." This artist has a 
magnetic sound that is full of swagger.

Kash Doll
This talented woman is another well 

known Detroit-based rapper who started 
to gain even more attention when she was 
featured on Big Sean’s “So Good." Now, she 
has collaborated with many well celebrated 
artists including Lil Wayne, Teyana Taylor, 
and Summer Walker. When people talk about 
some of the best female rappers in the game, 
Kash Doll is a name that is slowly starting to 
get more well-deserved mentions.

Babyface Ray
A favorite among many rap fans, 

Babyface Ray is a consistent talent that has 
been around for over a decade. He has just 
released a new album titled “Face," with 

features from Wiz Khalifa, Yung Lean, G 
Herbo and more. 

Babytron
Not every rapper from Michigan is 

based in Detroit or Flint, as Babytron hails 
from right here in Ypsilanti. BabyTron is 
an upcoming star who is known for his 
comedic, yet clever lyrics. He has one of the 
fastest growing fan bases and is even a part 
of a rap group called ShittyBoyz. 

Tee Grizzley
All of the musicians on this list have 

had major success in Detroit, some even 
nationwide. Yet, not a single one of them did 
what Tee Grizzley accomplished when he 
released the single “First Day Out.” This track 
is surely his most notable song, being one of 
the biggest songs of 2016, with a notorious 
intro that has been heard throughout the 
country. He has plenty of other hit songs as 
well including collaborations with Atlanta 
artists Lil Yachty and Lil Pump. 

Bfb Da Packman 
Bfb Da Packman may be one of the most 

enjoyable and hilarious rappers on this list, 
which is saying a lot. He has already made 
plenty of noise on social media, TikTok 
creating a major buzz for him especially. The 
Flint native broke the scene with his Sada 
Baby collaboration “Free Joe Exotic” back 
in 2020. He also has some other songs with 
artists Coi Leray and Zack Fox, all of which 
are sure to have you cracking up.

This was definitely not a ranking of 
Flint's or Detroit’s talent, but simply just a 
small dose of what the Michigan rap scene 
has to offer. There are plenty more artists that 
could have been on this list, but these are 
some of the most prominent in my opinion. 
Below are some honorable mentions of other 
Michigan rappers you should check out that 
were not listed:

Yn Jay, Drego, Bandgang Lonnie bands, 
Vae Vanilla, Rocky Badd, Baby Smoove, 
Icewear Vezzo, Payroll Giovanni, RMC 
Mike, KrispyLife Kidd, FMB DZ, Rio Da 
Yung Og, Cash Kidd.

Opinion: An intro to 
some of Michigan’s 
best rappers MARIE WHITE

COLUMNIST

‘"The Woman in the House Across the 
Street from the Girl in the Window” can 
be abbreiviated to TWHATSGW. The title 
of the show is about as long-winded as the 
show itself is. As with all my reviews, there 
will be major plot points discussed, so reader 
beware. Buckle up and get ready to examine 
TWHATSGW.

Synopsis
This series is meant to be a parody of 

the psychological thriller genre. The main 
character Anna sees visions and doesn't know 
what's real and what’s fake. Mixing wine and 
pills to cope with her pain, will Anna ever 
know the truth?

What I loved 

The characters were interesting and 
dynamic. Anna had a lot of sides to her, 
constantly giving us drama and humor. Other 
side characters had a good amount of depth 
to them too in their backstories, as well as 
their drama. 

The plot of the show was very interesting 
and made me want to find out what happened 
next. There were always twists and turns 
that kept me watching. At some points, I 
had absolutely no idea where the show was 
going, but I like shows that are unpredictable.

What I didn't love 
Netflix definitely markets this show as a 

mystery, crime, and drama, not as a comedy. 
It's definitely misleading when you're 
expecting a mystery and get a parody of one. 
From the title you're supposed to guess it's 
a comedy (I thought about it, but dismissed 

it because of the genre). I'm not a huge fan 
of parodies so I most likely wouldn't have 
watched the show knowing it's a spoof.

The show was very interesting, however 
the parody part made me dislike it. I am a 
person who loves mysteries so when every 
interesting detail brings you back to the fact 
it's a spoof, it loses its attractiveness for me. 
You’re sitting there like, “Okay I get it's a 
spoof,“ but the reality of the show is lost at 
various points in the series.

Verdict
If you like parodies, then you may like 

this show. Not that it was a bad show, there 
were some good moments, it's just not my 
taste. Netflix definitely needs to advertise 
things better so people actually know what 
they’re getting into before they watch a show. 

I give this series a 1.5 out of 5.

Review: Netflix’s new series 
misses its mark as a mystery
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MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

After defeating the Ball State Cardinals, 
167-133 on Jan. 22, Eastern Michigan 
University’s swim and dive team traveled to 
Oxford, Ohio on Jan. 28 to compete against 
Miami University, inside of the Corwin 
X. Nixon Aquatic Center. Despite a strong 
showing, the Eagles ultimately lost 137-161. 
Six EMU team members triumphed, coming 
in first place in their events. 

Bethany Berger finished first place in the 
1-meter (287.70) and Camyrn Hughes also 
claimed a first place victory in the 3-meter 
race (270.70).

Other Eagles also pulled off first place 
finishes in races, including Sav Mouat in the 
1,000-yard freestyle (10:31.17), Ali Staver 
in the 200-yard butterfly, Olivia Clarino in 
the 100-yard butterfly (57.13), and Riley 
Hofmann in the 200-yard individual medley 

(2:06.95).
Eastern's swim and dive head coach, 

Derek Perkin, shared his thoughts on the 
Eagles performance in an article published 
by EMU Athletics.

“Hard-fought meet today, the girls came 
up a little short, but the energy and the 
performances were still at a high level. The 
team showed a lot of fight. Not the result 
we wanted, but definitely things to build on 
heading into the MAC championship,“ said 
coach Derek Perkin. 

Next up, the Eagles will participate in 
a Super Senior Day Extravaganza at the 
Canham Natatorium Feb. 5 to celebrate the 
seniors on their team. On Feb. 12, EMU 
will travel to Columbus, Ohio to compete 
in the Ohio State Winter Invitational before 
heading into the Mid-American Conference 
Championships. 

Be sure to follow Eastern Michigan swim 
and dive on Twitter @EMUSwimDive and 
Instagram @emuswimanddive for updates.

Six of EMU's 
swim and dive 
team members 
place 1st against 
Miami University 

CHRISTIAN BYERS
SPORTS EDITOR

Eastern Michigan University men's 
basketball team (8-11, 3-5 Mid-American 
Conference) hosted Miami University (9-
10, 3-5 Mid-American Conference) inside 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center on 
Saturday, Jan. 29. The first meeting of the 
season between the Eagles and RedHawks 
resulted in a 85-75 victory for the Eagles, 
snapping EMU's four-game losing streak.

The Eagles entered the matchup 
electrified, tallying 55 points in the opening 
20 minutes on 12 three-point field goal 
conversions within the first half. With 12 
minutes remaining in the first half, the 
Eagles conducted an 18-0 run, extending the 
Eagles lead, 34-15. Headed into halftime, 
the scoreboard favored the Eagles over the 
RedHawks, 55-28.

Tempo slowed entering the second half, 
poor ball protection and shot selection from 

EMU allowed the Miami RedHawks to 
outscore the Eagles 47-30. However, the 
RedHawks scoring efforts were not enough 
to claim a road win in Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
Strong scoring performances from Noah 
Farrakhan and Nate Scott combined for 
53 points, surging the Eagles ahead of the 
RedHawks, 85-75. 

Freshman guard Noah Farrakhan led the 
Eagles scoring efforts recording 28 points 
on a 73% field goal percentage. Farrakhan 
dished out seven assists and snatched five 
rebounds on top of his career-high scoring 
performance.

Nathan Scott recorded his first career 
double-double as an Eagle, joining Monty 
Scott and Mo Njie as the only Eagles to 
record double-doubles this season. Scott 
recorded 25 points on a 53% field goal 
percentage, 10 rebounds, two steals, and two 
blocks.

The Eagles dominated the glass, out-
rebounding the RedHawks 45-to-34. 
Freshman center, Mo Njie, garnered nine 

rebounds. Senior guard Darion Spottsville 
added seven boards to the Eagles team total. 

During the EMU athletics post-game 
press conference, coach Stan Heath 
commented on the Eagles' strong first half 
performance.

"Our first-half was fantastic; it was like 
lightning in a bottle. We couldn't have played 
any better, the way we shot the ball, the way 
we moved it, and we were good defensively. 
We are a very connected team out there. The 
energy level was terrific," said Heath. 

Eastern Michigan University conclude 
a two-game home stand, hosting the 
University of Toledo (17-4, 9-1 Mid-
American Conference) on Feb. 1, inside the 
George Gervin GameAbove Center at 7 p.m. 
Fans can watch the game on ESPN3 or tune 
into WEMU (89.1 FM) live radio broadcast 
for the matchup.

Starting Feb. 3, the Eagles lead-off a three 
game road trip against the Ohio Bobcats, 
Kent State Golden Flashes (2/5), and Buffalo 
Bulls (2/8). 

Eastern Michigan Eagles 
soar above Miami Red-
Hawks, 85-75

Women's 
Basketball face 
sixth-straight 
loss following 
defeat to Akron
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Wednesday Jan. 26, the EMU 
womens' basketball team fell short 68-64 
against Akron at James A. Rhodes Arena.

The Eagles (4-11, 0-7 Mid-American 
Conference) trailed the Akron Zips (8-6, 5-2 
Mid-American Conference) through the first 
half. Headed into the second-half facing a 
nine-point deficit, the Eagles outscored the 
Zips in both the third and fourth quarter, 30-
25 in the second half, but the scoring efforts 
were not enough to claim victory.

Two Eagles scored in double figures. 
EMU was led by redshirt senior guard 
Areanna Combs with a tied career-high of 
32 points and three assists. Combs is the top 
scorer for the Eagles this season with 269 
points, averaging 17.9 per game. Redshirt 
sophomore forward Ce’Nara Skanes 
contributed 16 points, shooting 100 percent 
from the free throw line.

The Zips also had two players in double-

digit scoring. Freshman forward Reagan 
Bass had 23 points and redshirt senior 
forward Jordyn Dawson contributed 22.

Skanes also was strong in the paint, 
grabbing 12 rebounds and blocking two Zips. 
Skanes recorded her sixth double-double for 
the 2021-22 season, 17 in her EMU career. 
Skanes is tied for the most career double-
doubles in EMU history with former Eagles 
Sarah VanMetre (2003-07) and Oliva Fouty 
(2010-14).

Junior guard Natalia Pineda recorded 
four steals, tying her career-high. Combs also 
contributed three steals to her stats.

EMU forced 15 turnovers, scoring 17 
points in their favor off of these turnovers.

The Eagles will meet with the Zips 
again on Feb. 12 in The George Gervin 
GameAbove Center.

This past Saturday, EMU faced Miami 
University at Millet Hall. This upcoming 
Tuesday, the Eagles will play against Buffalo 
at 7 p.m. at the Gervin GameAbove Center. 
You can watch this match on ESPN3 or listen 
at WEMU 89.1.

BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University men's 
basketball team (7-11, 2-5 MAC) dropped 
their fourth-straight game Jan. 25, against 
Bowling Green State University (11-9, 4-5 
MAC) inside the Stroh Center. The final 
score ended up being 85-71, BGSU. 

Following the loss, the Eagles have now 
dropped to 7-11 overall on the season, and 
2-5 in MAC play. BGSU improves to 11-9 
overall, and 4-5 in the MAC. 

The Eagles and the Falcons started off 
the matchup trading baskets. BGSU slowly 
gained momentum and took the lead. BGSU 
ended the half on a 14-5 run. Golson led the 
way for the Eagles with 10 points going into 
halftime, as EMU finished the first half down 
46-31. 

After intermission, BGSU picked back 
up where they left off, widening the lead to 
20 with under three minutes to play. Junior 
guard Bryce McBride contributed some late 
baskets to cut the Falcons’ advantage, but it 
wasn’t enough, as BGSU claimed the win 
85-71. 

Despite the loss, the Eagles showcased 
a strong offensive performance, shooting 
nearly 50 percent from the field (49.1 
percent). The effort is the Eagles’ fifth-best 
overall shooting performance of the season. 
The Eagles also scored 42 points inside the 
paint, which is their third-most in a single 
game this season. 

EMU had two players reach double-
digits in scoring. Freshman Colin Golson Jr. 
tied his career-high of 16 points, and Bryce 
McBride tallied 15 points. Senior guard 
Darion Spotsville added 8 points and two 

assists. 
On the defensive end, freshman Mo 

Njie and Nate Scott led the Eagles with six 
rebounds each. Spottsville added on two 
steals for EMU. 

Next up, the Eagles return home to host 
Miami University inside the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center on Saturday, Jan. 29. 
Tipoff is set for 3 p.m. 

Following Saturday’s matchup, EMU 
continued the homestand, hosting Toledo 
inside the George Gervin GameAbove 
Center on Tuesday, Feb. 1. The matchup will 
be broadcasted on ESPN3 and WEMU (89.1 
FM) with a 7 p.m. tipoff. The game will be 
the annual glow night celebration, and EMU 
is encouraging all to get their neon gear ready 
to join the party. 

For more information on all EMU mens’ 
basketball, you can visit EMUEagles.com. 

EMU Men's Basketball 
fall to Bowling Green in 
offensive battle 85-71

PHOTO CREDIT: ZACH STURGILL

Sports Editor sports@easternecho.com Christian Byers



COmiCs Tuesday, FEBRUARY  01The Eastern Echo

1
6

6
4

8
7

6

7
8

9

1
3

©
 2

02
2 

S
yn

di
ca

te
d 

P
uz

zl
es

5 4 8
5 7 4 1

6
6 1 9
3 5 8 2 4
8 5 3

9
1 3 6 2

8 3 4

©
 2

02
2 

S
yn

di
ca

te
d 

P
uz

zl
es

3 8 9 7 2 6 1 4 5
7 1 6 9 4 5 2 8 3
5 4 2 3 1 8 7 9 6
8 2 4 1 3 9 6 5 7
6 7 5 4 8 2 9 3 1
9 3 1 6 5 7 4 2 8
1 5 7 2 9 3 8 6 4
4 9 8 5 6 1 3 7 2
2 6 3 8 7 4 5 1 9

STR8TS
No. 580 Tough
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 580 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

#PROBLEMSOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M. HISTORICAL HELEN | BRIE BEASLEY

SELF DESTRUCTIVE DR.WEEZY | TARIQ HARRIS FEATURED COMIC

6

Comics Editor comics@easternecho.com Nick Megdanoff


