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Women’s Resource Center hosting grand reopening to reveal new look
JOUD BAMEHRIZ
OPINIONS EDITOR

The Women’s Resource Center at 
Eastern Michigan University is hosting a 
grand reopening on Tuesday, Jan. 10 from 
2-5 p.m. to show off its new look. 

The center has the overall purpose of 
supporting “diverse representations of 
those who identify as women on campus,” 
which is done through hosting programs to 
support students through womanhood, as 
well as offering resources including free 
pregnancy tests, safe sex supplies, and help 

for domestic violence and sexual assault. 
“I really try to listen to what the students 

want to tell me what kind of programs 
and events that we can essentially do for 
them,” Deanna Kowaleski, women’s center 
program coordinator, said. 

Kowaleski began her position in 
July and said that the center was pretty 
unorganized when she first came in, with 
random decorations on the wall and odd 
color paint. 

“To me, it just didn’t feel very warm 
and welcoming and I kind of looked at it 
as if I’m feeling that way, then students 

are probably gonna feel that way as well 
too and they’re not really going to wanna 
utilize the space and the space is there for 
them,” Kowaleski said. 

With hopes to renovate the space, 
Kowaleski worked with the interior design 
team at EMU to create a new look. The 
updated design includes new paint, new 
pictures, and a big decal on the wall, she 
said. 

Kowaleski wanted students to have a 
voice in the new design, so the center and 
design team came up with four different 
options for people to vote on on social 

media and got over 300 responses. 
The design that won is what they went 

with and what will be revealed at Tuesday’s 
event. 

“I plan on doing just an informal ribbon 
cutting ceremony a little bit after 2 o’clock 
and then we’ll have light refreshments 
directly across the hall for us, so students, 
faculty, and staff can come by and see what 
the new center looks like,” Kowaleski said. 
“It looks really amazing. I’m really excited 
for it, and I hope that this will be what 
students will feel comfortable wanting to 

come into our center.”
Last semester, many students were 

advocating for more discussion around 
personal safety, so the women’s center 
partnered with the Department of Public 
Safety on campus to hand out pepper spray 
and personal alarms multiple times. These 
personal safety items will be handed out 
again at the event for anyone who missed 
the chance previously. 

To learn more information about the 
Women’s Resource Center at EMU, stay up 
to date on events, and more, follow them on 
Instagram @emuwomenscenter.

EMU alumna opening Thai restaurant 
LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Thai food experience Basil Babe is soon opening 
at 701 W. Cross St, the long-time location of Ypsilanti 
staple Tower Inn, as well as Hamburger Mary’s. 

Having grown up in her mother’s kitchen at Siam 
Square in Ann Arbor, Eastern Michigan University 
alumna Haluthai Inhmathong is excited to bring a new 
restaurant to the same community. 

After graduating from EMU with a degree in 
communications in 2018, Inhmathong moved to 
Detroit and started a “big girl job” in advertising, but 
didn’t feel a lot of creative freedom in the position. 

When the pandemic started in early 2020, 
Inhmathong began using food to flourish her creativity 
and learned how to cook dumplings with her mom, 
Vasanna Inhmathong, who is also her best friend. 

“It was a fun way for me to see my friends from 
a safe distance ‘cause I would just make dumplings,” 
Inhmathong said. “I taught myself how to make 
dumplings, it’s not like something I grew up making, 
but it’s like one of my favorite foods.”

Basil Babe doesn’t just make dumplings though, 
they also specialize in a variety of Wok-fried dishes 
where the hot flames can be tasted throughout. The 
restaurant also will offer crab rangoons and Asian-
inspired cocktails, as well as a ton of vegan options. 

One dish, named Pad Kaprow, which is a basil stir 
fry, inspired the name “Basil Babe” due to the fact that 
it is the Inhmathongs’ favorite dish to eat together.

“It’s like the fastest thing you can make on a Wok 
and it’s super nutritious. You get your protein, you get 
your carbs from the rice, and you get veggies, and then 
you put a crispy egg on top,” she said. 

Quickly, the hobby grew into a business, as friends 
would tag Inhmathong’s personal Instagram and her 

direct messages started flooding with orders from 
customers all over metro Detroit. 

“I was driving 250 miles Saturday and Sunday 
every single week and it was very exhausting, so I 
switched to a driveway pickup option,” Inhmathong 
said.

The business continued to grow and Basil Babe 
was asked by restaurants and event spaces to do pop-
ups in their parking lots or take over their kitchen. One 
of these included the now-closed Ypsilanti coffee shop 
Cultivate, where Basil Babe had a residency every 

Wednesday for over a year. Now, they are at HOMES 
Campus in Ann Arbor every Saturday and also had a 
pop-up at Frame in Hazel Park.

“I feel like pop-ups were never 100%. It wasn’t 
our full potential because we were so limited with a 
space, but now we have a space, a foundation, and we 
can really fine tune these recipes and execute the same 
quality.”

With continuous growth, Inhmathong was in 
search of a space to hold Basil Babe. Coincidentally, 
the owner of Tower Inn is her middle school best 
friend’s uncle. 

“I met him and I think he saw a lot of himself in 
me as a young entrepreneur. I told him my ideas,” she 
said. “His family grew up in this restaurant and I grew 
up in my mom’s restaurant and now it’s kind of full 
circle where my friends and my partner and my future 
family can grow up here, so I think it was fate for us 
to meet.”

The retired business owner believed in her vision 
and now rents out the space to her and is super 
supportive and helpful. 

“They want us to succeed like how they succeeded 
and how they fed the community and how their kids 
grew up in this space too,” Inhmathong said. “It’s a 
homecoming story. I was born and raised in Ypsi and 
my mom owned a restaurant in Ann Arbor, feeding 
Ypsi and Ann Arbor and I just wanna do the same.” 

As Inhmathong and her mother both have unique 
experiences with Thai cuisine, they work together to 
create new techniques. 

“With Basil Babe, I am now an adult. I’ve cooked 
and I have flavor profiles that I really like and I have 
experience that [my mom] doesn’t have, and she has 
a ton of experience that I don’t have and we’ve been 
meeting halfway, and we’ve literally just been fine-
tuning recipes,” Inhmathong said. 

Purchasing the new space has been a lot of work 
already to get up and running, so Inhmathong is 
thankful for her mother and friends who have been a 
big help. 

“My mom’s teaching everyone how to cook and 
work with Thai ingredients and it’s just been really fun 
and we just grew a brand that I couldn’t even wrap my 
head around,” she said.

At just 27 years old, the young business owner 
has brought a cute modern aesthetic to the restaurant 
industry that makes Basil Babe even more special. 

“I wanna say for sure that I don’t see other Thai 
restaurants as competitors. They’re all immigrant-
owned, people work very hard to establish their 
restaurants, so I give props to every single Thai 
restaurant around here,” Inhmathong said. “Basil Babe 
is different because my mom was first generation and 
now it’s me, now it’s my turn.” 

Unique to other restaurants, Inhmathong said 
that Basil Babe is very approachable and accessible, 
as their social media is run personally by her, and 
everyone involved is super local. 

“I think we’re different because we’ve already been 
established, we already have a following, we already 
have the support of a lot of communities, and we are 
super local,” Inhmathong said. “I was born and raised 
here... people can talk to me. I don’t hold back my 
personality through my posts. I hope that people feel 
that they can be friends.” 

Both Tower Inn and Hamburger Mary’s, 
the building’s previous occupants, often hosted 
events for the community, especially since 
the space is pretty large. Once Basil Babe is 
established, Inhmathong plans to do the same 
and has many ideas. 

“I would love to have like a block party. 
I would love to have live music in the back 
room. I really wanna do artisan markets,” she 

said. “I used to do a pop-up with my buddy and it’s 
called ‘late-night babe.’ I’d really love late-night hours 
because I think that Tower Inn used to be open way 
late, like 2 a.m., and obviously, the pandemic affects 
a lot of these late-night places, but I really wanna do 
late-night hours towards the summer.”

As the space is so close to 
EMU’s campus, Inhamathong 
has students in mind and wants 
Basil Babe to be a place for the 
community to be comfortable and 
try new food. 

“College is such a good time 
to be learning and experiencing 
new things and I hope to bring 
Thai food into people’s everyday 
palate, all the flavors, but 
ultimately I just want this place to 
be an inviting, welcoming place 
because that’s what Tower Inn 
used to be for me,” she said. 

“I want students to come here 
between classes, have a quick, 
fulfilling meal that’s not gonna 
weigh them down.”

Growing up in Ypsilanti, 
Inhmathong has a lot of love for 
the community and is glad to 
become an even more integral 
part of it. 

“I love that there’s so many 
different people. When I was 
growing up here, I had all sorts of 

friends, it’s just such a melting pot of community and 
culture and it’s just inviting, it’s welcoming, it’s homey 
like people wanna settle down here,” Inhmathong said. 
“I’m just very excited to feed the community and give 
back to this area. Be ready to get your mind blown.”

PHOTO CREDIT: LAYLA MCMURTRIE
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EMU professor Tsu-Yin Wu awarded 
federal grant to battle health inequality
VICTORIA SMITH
COPY EDITOR 

Tsu-Yin Wu, an Eastern Michigan 
University professor of nursing, has been 
awarded a federal Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) Navigator 
cooperative agreement award of $794,730. 
Under the CMS grant project, Wu will act 
as the project director, leading the endeavor 
to make health coverage more easily 
accessible to communities.

Serving the communities within the 
Michigan counties of Calhoun, Kent, 
Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne, the target 
population of Wu’s project includes Asian 
Pacific Americans, refugees, low-income 
individuals, pregnant women, new mothers, 
women with children, and those eligible for 
Medicaid who are not enrolled in coverage. 
However, if an individual is not included in 
the target population, they cannot be denied 
the assistance of the CMS grant project and 
CMS navigators.

Through federal cooperative agreement 
funding, navigators are federally certified 

individuals who work within communities 
to assist in the sharing of information 
and to aid in the enrollment of health 
insurance through the Federally-Facilitated 
Marketplace (FFM). Wu leads a team of 
bilingual navigators who are trusted voices 
in their communities, helping limited 
English proficiency groups in the process 
of accessing and obtaining coverage.

“One of the specific stories is that 
the wife of the restaurant owner needed 
the treatment to take care of the cancer, 
and they did not used to have the health 
insurance... Our navigator helped them 
to select a healthcare plan that [fit their] 
current needs, and the wife was able to go 
out for the cancer treatment,” Wu said.

Outreach is also present in the 
form of partners within communities. 
These community relationships are 
with community and faith-based 
organizations (such as churches, temples, 
and mosques), small businesses, the 
Asian Pacific American Chamber of 
Commerce of Michigan, Michigan Asian 
Pacific Americans Affairs Commission, 
community centers (such as Chinese 

Community Center in Madison Heights, 
Philippine American Community Center of 
Michigan, and Korean American Cultural 
Center in Southfield), Michigan Asian 
Pacific Americans Legislative Caucus, 
and health systems (such as Hamtramck 
Federally Qualified Health Center).

The award spans a total of three years, 
with the awarded amount varying each 
year. Currently in the midst of the second 
year, this year’s funding runs until August 
2023.

Wu has been engaging in CMS navigator 
work since 2014, with EMU becoming 
a grant recipient in 2018. Over the past 
eight years, navigators have been able to 
expand their knowledge through state and 
federally funded CMS training. Currently, 
some realms of navigators’ knowledge are 
lead poisoning prevention, breast cancer 
screening, diabetes, and chronic disease. 
In 2021, the African refugee community 
also became a focus, with five African 
navigators being certified this year.

“I think health is priority, without a 
doubt... You need to have the vehicle to 
make this as your priority, and so I think the 

healthcare coverage is the vehicle, and then 
definitely, that it’s a human right... I think 
this grant that we obtained from the federal 
agency, which is CMS, helps us to achieve 
that goal for people who experience the 
health inequality, so we are very blessed,” 
Wu said.

EMU is one of 59 organizations across 
the country to receive this award in 2022.

Open Enrollment for 2023 Marketplace 
health insurance ends Jan. 15.

Award for work in advertising and marketing 
goes to EMU professor Dr. Judy Davis Foster

ERIN FLYNN
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University professor 
Dr. Judy Foster Davis wasn’t expecting to 
receive an award honoring her work, but 
couldn’t be more grateful that she has. 

On Nov. 18, Davis attended the 2022 
Advertising and Society Colloquium hosted 
at the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History. There, she received 
the Paul Kurnit Award for Distinguished 
Scholarship in the Field of Advertising and 

Society. 
“It’s a pretty prestigious honor and I 

was shocked to receive it,” Davis said.
Davis teaches marketing and integrated 

marketing communications at EMU’s 
business school and is a member of the 
Editorial Advisory Board of Advertising 
and Society Quarterly. The Quarterly is a 
journal highly recognized at the Advertising 
and Society ceremonies for its publications 
of advertisements, commercials, and other 
similar content.

“I do a lot of research and a lot of my 

research has touched on some of the hidden 
aspects of advertising and promotion. In 
particular, I look at the people behind the 
ads and behind the marketing messages,” 
Davis said. “Advertising messages takes a 
lot of effort. A lot of expertise and a lot of 
money went into executing them. So when 
you see an ad, you wonder, ‘how did they 
come up with that idea?’ That’s the kind of 
stuff that I get into.”

Some of Davis’ other works include 
“Pioneering African American Women 
in the Advertising Business: Biographies 
of Mad Black Women,” a book notably 
mentioned upon receiving her award.

She said that as the award was being 
announced, the editor of the journal began 
an introductory description, but she still 
wasn’t aware the award was going to her 
until the speech continued further. 

“They mentioned something about 
marketing communications and some 
other things that I said. I thought, there’s 
somebody else here that has a marketing 
communications background, because I’m 
assuming the award is for someone else,” 
Davis said. “But he mentioned a book that 
has to do with pioneering African American 
women in the advertising business and then 
I think I just put my hands over my face, I 
got a little emotional.”

The Advertising and Society Quarterly 
journal and The Advertising Educational 
Foundation came together to establish 

the Paul Kurnit Award for Distinguished 
Scholarship in the Field of Advertising 
and Society. A committee grants the award 
to someone with an established body of 
marketing research with an impact on the 
advertising society.

“I don’t know who’s on the committee, 
but they selected me. The award is in honor 
of the late Paul Kurnit, who was a part of 
the Advertising and Society Quarterly. Paul 
unfortunately passed away last summer,” 
Davis said.

Davis continues to remain passionate 
about her work in marketing and 
advertising. She knows there is much 
today’s society can learn from it.

“I think these things are so important 
in terms of understanding who’s behind 
the imagery, what the imagery means, and 
how we can diversify and do a better job in 
terms of the advertising being represented,” 
Davis said. “It has an impact on the society 
politically, economically, and culturally. 
Advertising on the surface, you know, 
sometimes it just seems so dumb and 
stupid. But when you get down into the 
root of what the foundation of some of 
these representations are, they are really 
meaningful.”know, sometimes it just seems 
so dumb and stupid. But when you get 
down into the root of what the foundation 
of some of these representations are, they 
are really meaningful.”

What’s the move at What’s the move at 

EMU? Jan. 9 - 16EMU? Jan. 9 - 16
MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR 

WRC Grand Reopening - Jan. 10
Join the Women’s Resource Center 

staff as they reopen and reveal the new 
design that students chose. Learn more 
about this event in our featured story. This 
event runs from 2-5 p.m. in Student Center 
room 358.

EMU Percussion Ensemble Concert 
- Jan.12

Join the EMU Percussion Ensemble 
for a concert of varying styles of music 
written exclusively for percussion 
instruments. This event runs from 7:30-9 
p.m. in Pease Auditorium. This is an LBC 
approved event.

Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 
- Jan.13-16

Join EMU MLK Planning Committee 
as they celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. with an extended 
weekend of events including the academic 
programs conference, performances, 
scholarships, awards, a keynote address, 
and more. Events run all weekend long in 
the Student Center, visit emich.edu/mlk/ 
for more information.
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The top 15 R&B 
album’s of 2022
AARON HUGHES 
MANAGING EDITOR 

With the year coming to a close, it’s 
always great to look back and appreciate 
what it’s given us. When it comes to music, 
2022 has been full of star-studded releases 
from across the globe, but the genre of 
R&B may have been the most exciting 
for many listeners. Here are my top R&B 
albums of 2022.

15. “Forest in the City” by Umi
Following the release of her projects 

“Introspection” and “Introspection 
Reimagined,” Umi released her debut 
studio album “Forest in the City” back in 
late May.

Focusing on healing, self-discovery, 
and relationships, “Forest in the City” is 
heavily influenced by neo-soul artists such 
as Erykah Badu. Though the album starts to 
lose its steam due to its length, there is an 
abundance of great songs like “whatever u 
like,” “synergy,” and “moonlit room.”

This album has the special ability to 
improve with each listen. Pair that with 
Umi’s ability to submerge her listener into a 
new world; this album deserves everyone’s 
attention.

14. “Circmvnt” by Elujay
Elujay has somehow flown underneath 

everyone’s radar, but with each release, 
he is steadily improving. This is most 
definitely the case when it comes to his 
newest album “Circmvnt.”

The psychedelic project covers a wide 
range of genres and soundscapes creating 
an impressive debut album. Focusing on 
the past couple of years and the effects of 

the pandemic, this album takes a deep dive 
into some of the world’s bigger issues.

The LP also includes one of the best 
songs of 2022, “Luvaroq” featuring 
serpentwithfeet.

13. “Gemini Rights” by Steve Lacy
When “Bad Habit” was released, it was 

simply impossible to avoid Steve Lacy; 
it was his world, and we were all just 
living in it. However, it would be unjust 
to encapsulate “Gemini Rights” with one 
song.

As Lacy battles the troubles and 
emotions that sprout from relationships, 
he continuously captures the listeners 
with interesting progressions, riffs, and 
melodies. 

This album is also highlighted by 
constant collaborators Fousheé and Matt 
Martians.

If you haven’t taken the time to listen 
to this project, make sure to check out 
“Helmet,” “Buttons,” and “Give You the 
World.”

12. “Natural Brown Prom Queen” by 
Sudan Archives

Singer-songwriter, rapper and 
violinist Sudan Archives has always been 
synonymous with her versatility. Her 
sophomore album, “Natural Brown Prom 
Queen,” is an exceptional display of her 
skill.

Her songwriting and alternative sound 
allow her to narrate themes of Black 
womanhood.

Songs like “NBPQ,” “Ciara,” and 
“Selfish Soul” show why she is in a league 
of her own as there are very few artists who 
produce on the same level as her.

The Cincinnati artist is without a 
doubt one of the best of her class, and the 
album sets her far apart from many of her 
contemporaries.

11. “Marigold” by Alex Isley
Typically, legacy or nepotism artists 

lack talent, originality, and quality records. 
However, that fails to apply to Alex Isley, 
the daughter of Ernie Isley from the Isley 
Brothers.

She has easily made a name for 

herself due to her lustrous voice working 
with artists like Masego, Lucky Daye, PJ 
Morton and more.

However, her album “Marigold,” co-
produced by Jack Dine, has a cohesive 
soothing sound for which she has become 
known.

People commonly throw around the 
opinion that R&B is on its deathbed. 
However, songs like “Too Bad I Forget” 
and “On & On” are examples of what this 
new generation of artists is capable of.

10. “Flora+Fana” by Fana Hues
Fana Hues has slowly been making a 

name for herself since her feature on Tyler 
the Creator’s “Call Me If You Get Lost.” 
Her sophomore project “Flora+Fana” is a 

display of her warm majestic sound and her 
brilliant songwriting skills.

With themes of relationships and 
personal growth, Fana creates beautiful 
songs such as “Wild Horses,” “Pieces,” 
and “BAD bad.” Though this project 
may not have grossed as much attention 
as the following albums, the quality of 
“Flora+Fana” sets the bar so high.

9. “Age Sex Location” by Ari Lennox
While R&B was originally a 

male-dominated genre, their female 
contemporaries have slowly but surely 
become the face of the sound. Ari Lennox 
is one of those leading the charge in this 
new generation of singers.

Her sound stems from 90s neo-soul, but 
mixed with some modern production, you 
get songs like “Pressure,” “Hoodie,” and 
“POF.”

This album consists of Ari’s powerful 
vocal range, quality production, and even 
a duet in “Boy Bye” ft. Lucky Daye. “Age/
Sex/Location” is a story of the turmoil and 
frustrations with love told by Ari’s vintage 
and flirtatious vocals.

8. “Candydrip” by Lucky Daye
Released back in March, “Candydrip’’ 

was the follow-up to Lucky Daye’s debut 
project “Painted.” After gaining radio play 
from his hit single “Over,” Daye released 
a sensual upbeat album as sweet as candy. 

Including the deluxe, there are 21 songs 
with features from Smino, Lil Durk, and 
Chiiild. 

With his soul-pop sound, he cultivated 
an album that could balance fun and 
imitancy. “Feels Like,” ”NWA,” and 
“F****n’ Sound” are some of the better 
tracks on this album.

7.” Caprisongs” by FKA Twigs
All the albums beforehand were 

spectacular, but here is where the heavy 
hitters come in.

“Caprisongs” mixtape is not your 
conventional R&B project as it takes pop 
and electronic club elements. After it was 
released, this ambitious EP was called a 
project of the year contender by fans. 

High-profile artists like The Weeknd, 
Daniel Caesar, Jorja Smith, and others 
help Twigs in her standout performance. 
Not only amazing production, but Twig’s 
angelic voice is also one to be revered. 

6.” Watch the Sun” by PJ Morton
What makes “Watch the Sun” stand out 

even more than the rest of this list is that PJ 
Morton has been releasing music for nearly 
two decades now. Ignoring his work with 
Maroon 5, Morton has worked with some 
of the best in the industry.

Thanks to its gospel-inspired sound 
and soulful melodies, Morton produced an 
organic sound. It can capture an animated 
feel similar to Jon Batiste’s “We Are.” 
Featuring Stevie Wonder, Alex Isley, Jill 
Scott, and more, “Watch the Sun” is full of 
life.

5. “Angels & Queens Part 1” by 
Gabriels

The Los Angeles triad of Jacob Lusk, 
Ari Balouzian, and Ryan Hope is one of the 

best sounds brewing out of Los Angeles. 
Going by the name Gabriels, they, with help 
from producer Sounwave, released half of 
their debut album “Angels & Queens Part 
1” in late September.

Exploring themes of love, loss, and 
loneliness, “Angels & Queens” contains 
heavy subject matter. The downtempo 
gospel-inspired sound produces an album 
that feels like twilight.

Even with the more somber feel, this 
is one of the best-composed albums of the 
year. Songs such as “If You Only Knew,” 
“To the Moon and Back” and “Taboo” are 
great examples of how well put together 
this album is. 

4. “Black Radio III” by Robert 
Glasper

The third installment to Glasper’s 
renowned “Black Radio” is just as shell-
shocked as the past projects with a festival 
lineup of collaborators.

Created as a ‘middle finger’ to those 
who put Glasper in a box, this project 
features jazz, R&B, and hip-hop artists 
from multiple generations. With no certain 
theme or message, this album allows plenty 
of artists their time to shine such as Indie. 
Aerie, Musiq Soulchild, BJ the Chicago 
Kid, Esperanza Spalding, and more.

Currently nominated for best R&B 
album and best-engineered album for the 
2023 Grammys, “Black Radio III” is one 
of the best additions of 2022. 

3. “HYPNOS” by Ravyn Lenae
At 23 years old, Lenae has been one of 

the most exciting emerging artists over the 
past few years.

Her debut album “HYPNOS” contains 
all the reasons why there are no artists like 
her. Her unique twist on neo-soul, whispery 
falsetto, and ability to create her world are 
all the reasons for this being one of the best 
projects of 2022.

With a perfectly selected group of 
features such as Steve Lacy, Fousheé, 
Kaytranada, Monte Booker, and more, this 
is one of the most pleasant albums of the 
year. 

2. “WASTELAND” by Brent Faiyaz

I have never witnessed an independent 
artist take over the world like Brent 
Faiyaz. Following his well-received 
album “F*ck The World,” his follow-up 
“WASTELAND” is his dystopian world of 
toxic R&B.

In addition to some cinematic skits, 
this album contains some of the most 
memorable R&B songs of the year, such 
as “ALL MINE,” “PRICE OF FAME,” and 
“DEAD MAN WALKING.”

Debuting at No. 2 on the Billboard 200 
and selling 88,000 units, it’s hard to argue 
against the success of “WASTELAND.”

1. “SOS” by SZA
Even though it was just released on 

Dec. 9, there is no doubt “SOS” is one of 
the biggest albums to come out this year. 
Not only impressive as it maintains SZA’s 
success post “CTRL,” but it cements the 
artist as the current face of R&B.

Her songwriting ability has not faltered 
even with the five-year hiatus as songs such 
as “Kill Bill,” “Seek & Destroy,” “Gone 
Girl,” and more have taken the airwaves.

Not only commercially successful, 
“SOS” is a well-produced project and will 
be one of the most notable albums of 2022, 
the same year that contained new projects 
from Kendrick Lamar, The Weekend, 
Beyoncé, and Drake.  

There is no telling what 2023 has in 
store for all of us. One can only hope that 
the music is on par with this year. Maybe 
we will even get a Frank Ocean or Rihanna 
album.   

The most anticipated 

albums of the new year
AARON HUGHES 
MANAGING EDITOR 

2022 was filled with some of the most 
revolutionary and spectacular albums 
when compared to the last few years. With 
many memorable projects, singles, and 
new artists, it can only make one excited 
for what’s to come in the future.

As 2023 has just begun, here are the 
most anticipated albums of the new year. 

Rihanna
The most obvious choice is the 

Barbadian pop star herself. Having been 
silent for the most part since dropping her 
acclaimed eighth album “ANTI,” her name 
has slowly been brought up more and more 
within the past couple of years. 

After recently releasing single “Lift 
Me Up” for the “Black Panther” sequel 
and being announced as the headliner for 
this year’s Super Bowl, as well as more 
paparazzi coverage to the birth of her 
newborn, many fans speculate that these 
public appearances are rearing up for a new 
project, continuing to raise the anticipation.

Many can only hope that 2023 will put 
an end to her almost seven-year hiatus. 

Travis Scott: “Utopia”
Before 2021, Travis Scott was 

considered one of the hottest artists in 
the nation, with the possibility of taking 
Drake’s spot. From big-time collaborations 
to well-revered albums, all of this led to 
high hopes for his upcoming studio album 
“Utopia.” 

However, following one of the most 
tragic and traumatic concert experiences 
in recent history, he decided to lay low for 
most of 2021 and 2022. But near the end of 
last year, Scott’s activity started to rise with 
the release of “Down in Atlanta” featuring 
Pharrell and with features on projects like 
“SOS” by SZA. 

Many hope that this new album will 
revive his career and bring him back to the 
top of the charts. 

Paramore: “This Is Why”
There is almost no band universally 

loved like Paramore. With classic hit songs 
like “Ain’t It Fun,” “Misery Business,” and 
“Still Into You,” they have touched a large 
portion of fans over the years. 

Recently, the trio of Taylor York, Zac 
Farro, and Hayley Williams announced 
the release of their follow-up to “After 
Laughter” titled “This Is Why.” This 
announcement has brought large amounts 
of attention back to the group, as well as 
the title track “This Is Why” and a few viral 
TikTok videos. 

Sam Smith: “Gloria”
The English singer-songwriter Sam 

Smith has been a staple name for the past 
decade. With songs like “Latch,” “Stay 
With Me,” and “Too Good at Goodbyes,” 
it is hard not to appreciate the pop singer’s 
work. With the confirmation of the release 
of “Gloria,” their 13-track album is staged 
to be released on Jan. 27. 

Without a doubt, this project will 
continue the passionate work that they are 
so well known for.

Normani
There are plenty of other names that 

could be included in this list. However, 
there is almost no one with such an 
intriguing case as Normani. A past member 
of the hit group Fifth Harmony, Normani 
has always been seen as one of the most 
talented artists out there. However, she has 
confused fans as she has yet to release a 
debut project, even after garnering massive 
attention with singles like “Motivation.” 

Constantly postponing her debut’s 
release and only releasing a few songs, 
she and her label have halted her success. 
There is almost no artist with more on the 
line for their debut than Normani. 

Of course, this year has plenty more in 
store for us with the possibility of other stars 
such as A$AP Rocky, Ed Sheeran, kelela, 
Gorillaz, Cardi B, and more releasing. 
Each year, there is always a surprising new 
artist, the return of a past star, and more. 
One can only wait and see what 2023 has 
in store.

Review: ‘M3GAN’ truly 
misses the mark
MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR 

The design and marketing of “M3GAN” 
is fantastic while everything else seems 
not up to par. Instead of an awesome 
movie about a killer robot doll, it’s a lot of 
unneeded information that could’ve been 
left out to make room for more interesting 
plot.

Synopsis
M3GAN is a life-like doll that’s 

programmed to be a child’s greatest 
companion and a parent’s greatest ally. 
Designed by brilliant roboticist Gemma, 
M3GAN can watch and learn from their 
child and adapt to their needs. When 
Gemma becomes the unexpected caretaker 
of her 8-year-old niece, she decides 
to give the girl a M3GAN prototype 
and this decision leads to unbelievable 
consequences.

Starring Allison Williams as Gemma 
and Violet McGraw as Cady. The film is 
also produced by Blumhouse Productions 
that is known for horror movies such 
as “Get Out,“ “Insidious,“ “Paranormal 
Activity,” and many more. 

What I loved
It gave peak camp horror at times. 

From breaking into dance sequences or 
spontaneous songs at awkward moments, 
this movie gives comedic energy in 
fantastic places. I was chuckling at a lot 
of the movie, but I wish the whole movie 
was as eccentric as these few timed scenes, 
especially considering a lot of these 
moments were in the trailer.

M3GAN looked unreal. Throughout 
the movie, everyone kept thinking she was 
a real person because of how realistic the 
artificial intelligence looked and I would 
think the same. The design of M3GAN, 
the voice, the humor, everything works 
together so well. I wish M3GAN was more 
like Chucky in ways. Even though this was 
her film, we dont get a lot of her character 
development, unlike in Chucky films. Give 
me two hours of M3GAN doing her thing 
and I would eat it up.

What I didn’t love
The beginning. The movie felt like an 

hour of information vomit with 40 minutes 
of action. The run time of the film was one 
hour and 42 minutes, but it felt like three 
hours, because it dragged tremendously. 
I understand wanting to set the stage, but 
when you do too much, you lose your 
audience, and this movie’s info dumping 
was too much.

The movie feels original yet overdone 
and tired at the same time. I was really 
rooting for this film, but the small laughs I 
gave didn’t make up for the lack of original 
and entertaining plot. It’s a commentary 
on AI and human emotions/relationships 
that’s been done so many times before, just 
wrapped up in a shiny bow of a realistic 
robot doll. I kept waiting for more, but it 
truly never came.

Verdict
Between the trailer and promotion of 

this film across all platforms, I expected 
this film to be amazing and it wasn’t. If 
they would’ve put in any of the energy they 
showed in previews, talk shows, and across 
social media, this film could’ve been great. 
It’s a decent film to watch once, but not 
worth the ticket price.

I give “M3GAN” a 2.5 out of 10.
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NOAH FARRAKHAN SHOOTS A BASKET AT EMU MEN’S BASKETBALL GAME AGAINST CENTRAL MICHIGAN ON 
JAN. 7.

Bates puts on show to lead 
Eagles in 62-56 comeback 
win over Central Michigan
AMINAH YESUF
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University men’s basketball 
team (4-11, 1-1 MAC) hosted Central Michigan 
University (6-9, 1-1 MAC) on Saturday, Jan. 7, inside 
the George Gervin GameAbove Center to pickup a 
62-56 comeback win after a slow start. The win marks 
the Eagles’ first conference win of the season, as they 
improve to 1-1 in conference play so far. 

Sophomore Emoni Bates finished the game with 
a double-double as he scored 26 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds as he was the firepower for the Eagles’ 
comeback. Sophomore Noah Farrakhan added eight 
points as sophomore Tyson Acuff finished with seven 
points and three steals. 

Freshman Javantae Randle made his first collegiate 
start in the matchup after coming off the bench for the 
Eagles. Randle finished with four points and added four 
rebounds and one block. 

The Eagles came out the gate promising as Bates 
finished an and-one layup with the free throw after to go 
up, 3-0, but quickly started to struggle as CMU went on 
a 12-0 run to take the lead, 12-3 with 14:51 left. CMU 
continued their lead as Brian Taylor threw down a dunk 
to give them a 20-12 advantage with 5:23 left in the first 

half. 
CMU would go into halftime with a 30-18 lead over 

the Eagles. 
The Chippewas would come into the second half, not 

skipping a beat as they extended to a 32-18 advantage 
before the Eagles went on an 8-0 run highlighted by 
Freshman Legend Geeter’s layup to cut the deficit to 32-
26 with 16:47 left to play.

After both teams would go back-and-forth trading 
baskets, the Eagles would come within three points after 
Bates finished a layup to make it 48-45. Shortlfy after, 
Bates would come down hit a three-pointer to tie the 
game, 50-50, with 5:45 left to play. EMU took the lead 
for good on a Bates free throw with 2:06 left to hold 
onto a 62-56 comeback victory.

EMU’s defense was a huge factor in the game as the 
Eagles forced the Chippewas to turn the ball over 23 
times, 15 of those being steals, which marks the most of 
the year for EMU. The Eagles would also hold CMU to 
just 37% shooting from the field and 27% from three-
point range. 

Next up, the Eagles will be back in action on Tuesday, 
Jan. 10, when they travel to Kalamazoo, Michigan, to 
face MAC rival Western Michigan University. Tipoff is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. inside McGuirk Arena and will be 
streamed live on ESPN+ and WEMU (89.1 FM).

YUSUF JIHAD DUNKS THE BALL  AT THE EMU MEN’S BASKETBALL GAME AGAINST CENTRAL 
MICHIGAN ON JAN. 7.

EMONI BATES TALKS WITH COLIN GOLSON JR. AND OTHER PLAYERS  AT THE EMU MEN’S BASKETBALL 
GAME AGAINST CENTRAL MICHIGAN ON JAN. 7.

ALL PHOTOS BY JAYLA FORD 


