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SOPHIA KALAKAILO
NEWS EDITOR

LaTerricka Osborne stepped down from 
her position as a senator at the Senate’s 
Regular Meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 18. Two 
new senators, Senator Auryon Azar and 
Senator Erin McCargar, were sworn in. 

Candidates were given a three-minute 
opportunity to speak before the Senate 
voted on appointments. Azar, a freshman 
majoring in Economics and Political science 
and minoring in astronomy, spoke first. An 
initiative he hopes to jump start through 
student government is making EMU more 
environmentally friendly.

“I think I would just be honored to be 
apart of a system that allows for us to really 
take control of how we lead our lives and the 
quality of life on campus- at least to an extent. 
That being said I think if I was appointed to 
be appointed a senate seat the thing that I 
would be focusing on the most would be to 
make Eastern more environmentally friendly. 
I don’t know how well known this is but 
everything that we throw into recycling bins 
just gets dumped into the trash and thrown 
into landfills which is pretty depressing and 
unacceptable frankly. I want to be part of the 
solution in fixing that,” said Azar.

Osbourne then asked Azar what 
personality he would bring to the senate. 

“So specifically I think I’m someone who 
chooses what I do very carefully because 
everything that I do I want to make sure that 
I can put the maximum effort into. So it’s not 
like someone who is trying to do a hundred 
things at once,” Azar said. “I kind of want to 
pick what I know I can put my best effort in."

The second candidate, Erin McCargar, 
a transfer student studying public 
administration and urban planning followed 
Azar with her three minute speech. McCargar 
is passionate about public transportation, 
housing, food access, and using statistics 
to form public policies among other things. 
She hopes to eventually work for local 
government in some capacity.

“I guess one of the things that would 
make me a great candidate is my age. I 
have a baby face but I’m actually 25 years 
old. Right after high school I went to New 
York, and I went to college for a year and 
a half and then I took five years off and I 
lived and worked. I lived in different areas 
and I worked in several different professions 
and I think that’s given me a lot of maturity 
and has helped me grow so I definitely have 
a different level of confidence now than 
I had when I was younger. I have better 
communication skills, I work in a team much 
better than I did before,” McCargar said.

“When I was a young student I had a lot 
of optimism,” McCargar said. “But I found 
that that kind of burnt me out because I 

was too optimistic and as I’ve matured I’ve 
learned that more consistent effort can give 
great results but it’s more about the long term 
and about the relationships you form along 
the way and the small victories.”

After the speeches were complete, 
numerous senators expressed their 
disappointment that only one Senate seat 
was open at the time. In response, Senator 
Osbourne promptly responded that she 
would happily resign to make room for both 
candidates. A recess was called and after 
some deliberation, the meeting was called 
back to order and Senator Osbourne gave up 
her seat. 

“I’m about to graduate in December. 
I already planned to leave in April, and 
fortunately for me because I’m so resourceful 
and I have so many other things that I’m apart 
of I’m like, well, the things that I’m doing in 
student government don’t necessarily have to 
be a senator for. So I’m saying if I’m leaving 
in April, why not just expedite the process 
since we have these two great candidates 
and let them be at this point. Not to mention, 
I get my time back as a person,” explained 
Osbourne in an interview with the Echo. “So 
at the end of the day, it was more so like, 
‘You help me, I help you’ in all actuality but 
I’m really glad that I do get to see these two 
people take my spot and another one because 
it makes me feel better because I don’t want 
to relinquish it to anybody.” 

EMU student senator steps down 
making room for two new senators

Two murder suspects arrested 
in connection with the death 
of Brian “Trey” Matthews III
TYLER GAW
CRIME REPORTER

There is an update to the murder of the 
21-year-old man Brian “Trey” Matthews 
III, who was fatally shot at Nancy Park in 
Ypsilanti Township.

Two 18-year-old men have been arrested 
and charged in connection to the murder.

The two men, James Soloman Warren 
and Stevie Lynn Brooks were both arraigned 
Jan. 19 and Jan. 31, allegedly in connection 
with Matthews’ murder.

Matthews was found fatally shot multiple 
times  around 8:20 p.m. Jan. 11 at Nancy Park 
in Ypsilanti Township. There was a call that 
night that there was a possible shooting by 
someone in the area and police rushed to the 
scene. From there Matthews was transported 
to the hospital, but died from his wounds 
according to Washtenaw County Sheriff’s 
office spokesman Derrick Jackson. 

The police believe that the murder was a 
“armed robbery gone bad” and that Trey was 
not meant to be killed. Matthews’ mother, 
Shonne Draw, says that the two men that are 
being charged with her son’s murder were 
friends with him. “I am still unsure as to who 
shot Trey but it is an ongoing investigation. 
Neither of these young men shot Trey. It hurts 
because these young men made a decision 

and now the family has to find a new way of 
living without my son,” said Draw.

 “I guess in Michigan, if you plan 
something and the person with you dies, they 
charge you for that person’s death. Now they 
are being charged with open murder, fire 
arms, and armed robbery. My family does 
not believe that either of these young men 
intended for Trey to die, but he did,” Draw 
said in regards to the two men being charged 
with her son’s death.

The next court hearing for the trial will 
be on Mar. 3.

#HisNameIsTrey is being used as a 
hashtag to remember Matthews. 

This story will be updated when more 
information is available. If you have any 
information on the case please reach the 
Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office at 734-
484-6740.

DAN D’INTRONO
TREY MATTHEWS III WAS SHOT THREE TIMES IN A SHOOTING AT NANCY PARK IN 
YPSILANTI TOWNSHIP. HE DIED SHORTLY AFTER FROM HIS WOUNDS.

EMU Poetry Society brings 
community closer together

GRACE THOMPSON
ARTS REPORTER

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the EMU Poetry 
Society welcomed students and community 
members to an open poetry mic night at 
Riverside Arts Center. There was food, 
beverages and a sign up sheet for the open 
mic that allowed guests to join in as they 
pleased.

In the downstairs portion of the Riverside 
Arts Center Gallery, the EMU Poetry Society 
set up a stage, with multiple microphones, 
rows of chairs/tables for seating, and a food 
station consisting of chicken, shrimp, other 
snacks and drinks. The lights were low and 
the Riverside Arts Center had art filling 
the walls of the gallery, creating a warm 
atmosphere at the event.

Upon entry, Poetry Society members 
greeted guests and welcomed them to the 
food and the sign up sheet. Music played 
before and also in between poems to allow 
people to move around and converse as 
they pleased. Inclusiveness filled the room 
creating an inviting space for people to speak 
their minds and get thoughts off their chests. 

The hosts of the night, Ciera Dozier and 
Dary’us Bell, added humor to the show. They 
announced each name before the speaker and 
eventually, they too, both recited some of 
their own poems.

Over 25 were spoken throughout the 
night. Words were spoken on racism, abuse, 
death of a loved one, suicide, relationships, 

love, sex, and more. Snaps and applause 
were used to show appreciation and respect 
to artists throughout the night. 

Poetry Society President Shayla Card-
Nowlin gave the first poem. She referenced 
current suicide and the change that she felt 
needs to come.

“I really do wonder, when are we going 
to stop breaking news and begin to break 
cycles,“ Card-Nowlin said in her poem.

Many people outside of EMU students 
attended and spoke their poetry. The open 
mic night brought community members 
closer together and allowed for guests to 
emotionally bond and help heal one another. 

“I think these events are important 
because as a student organization, yes, 
we have stations on campus, but we exist 
outside of campus. I think this is a great and 
important part of serving our community, 
to go out and engage with people. Within 
my first 30 minutes at this open mic, I met 
people that I did not know, who live in the 
community. So, it is nice to acknowledge that 
we do go to EMU, but there is a whole world 
outside of us and we should engage with 
them, share our art with them, inspire them 
and invite them to do art with us,” Card-
Nowlin said.

SEE “POETRY” ON PAGE 2

LIZ ERNE
DIGITAL EDITOR

The Washtenaw County Health 
Department is awarding $30,000 in grant 
funding for three community projects that are 
helping to improve access and consumption 
of healthy foods. 

The funding was awarded through the 
health departments program, Building 
Healthy Communities. The program is 
funded by the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services and aims to 
reduce cardiovascular disease, obesity, and 
other chronic conditions.

“We are incredibly excited to support 
our local partners and work together to build 
foundations for all residents to live,” said 
Tedi Milgrom, health promotion coordinator 
with Washtenaw County Health Department. 

The Washtenaw County Health 
Department works with partners and residents 
to implement local projects where they are 
most needed and can be most effective. The 
three community projects that received the 
grant funding are Food Gatherers, Growing 
Hope, and the Farm at St. Joe’s. 

“These projects align with our work to 
support health equity by engaging residents 
and investing resources where most needed 
in Washtenaw County,” Milgrom said. 

All three of the projects focus on 
improving the intake and learning of healthy 
foods in the local community. 

Food Gatherers support agencies and 
food pantry clients to make more healthy 
food available for the community. With 
the money, Food Gatherers will identify 
several strategies to improve the quality of 
programming, increase the amount and kinds 
of healthy food going into pantries and be 

able to better meet the needs of their program 
clients. 

Growing Hope funds and staffs Ypsilanti 
Farmers Markets, which will host the Power 
of Produce Club. This program is eight-
weeks and will expose children ages five 
to twelve to new and different fruits and 
vegetables, empower and assist them in 
making their own shopping decisions and 
increase fruit and vegetable intake for the 
whole family. 

The Farm at St. Joe’s will build a 
greenhouse type structure (called a hoop 
house), that will provide a year-round place 
for crops, as well as teach youth and adults 
skills to plant and grow produce at home. 
The hoop house will support the Produce 
to Patients and Farm Share Plus programs, 
which provide fresh produce to food-insecure 
families in Washtenaw County.

Washtenaw County Health Department 
awarded $30,000 for community projects

RILEY POND
MEMBERS OF EMU’S POETRY SOCIETY SPEAK AT OPEN MIC NIGHT ON FEB. 18.

SOPHIA KALAKAILO
NEWS EDITOR

EMU Student Sen. Reid Scott may be 
asked to resign from the Senate, or face 
removal, because of an eight year old 
Facebook picture depicting Scott in black-
face, according to a source familiar with the 
matter who asked to remain anonymous. 

Speaker of the Senate, Taylor Lawrence, 
released a statement via email to the Echo. 
Parliamentarian Jack Swartzinski stood 
by this statement and identified it as “the 
official stance of the Senate Leadership,”

“While I cannot confirm that [the Senate 
Leadership] plan[s] on asking Sen. Reid 
Scott to resign, I can say I am aware of 
[the Facebook post] and have made the 
necessary individuals aware of the matter 
as well. The Student Body Senate is taking 
this very seriously and are investigating this 
matter.” Lawrence stated.

Scott also reported no members of 
student government have confronted him 
about resigning. Although Scott stated that 
former student government member and 
former Chairperson of the Ypsilanti Human 
Relations Commission, Sam Jones-Darling, 
messaged him asking that he resign, 
referencing the Facebook post described.

“He randomly messaged me and was 
like ‘You need to resign,’” Scott said.

In a statement, Jones-Darling said, 
“During my tenure on the EMU Student 
Senate I served alongside Mr. Scott. At every 
turn he was disrespectful of the diversity 
that Eastern and Ypsilanti have, making 
several negative comments regarding race, 
harassing female colleagues, and generally 
disregarding the integrity that his office 
deserves.”

He continued, saying, “On the 27th of 
February I was made aware of a photo of 
Mr. Scott in what appeared to be blackface. 
There is no excuse for black-face, nor the 
comments Mr. Scott made on Facebook 
about it. Racism as has been displayed by 
Student Sen. Reid Scott has no place at 
Eastern Michigan University or in modern 
America. He should resign, apologize and 
reflect upon his poor behavior.”

The Facebook post in question was 
posted as a profile picture for Scott’s profile 
in September 2011. The same photo was 
originally posted by another person with 
Scott tagged as well as several other people. 
The photo pictures Scott unconscious on a 
floor in black-face. Due to the sensitive 
nature of the Facebook post, we have not 
provided it in our print version. For some 
viewers, the content may be offensive or 
inappropriate. There is an option to view 
the screenshot in the online version.

SEE “SENATE” ON PAGE 2

Student Senate investigates 
Facebook post depicting 
Sen. Reid Scott in black-face 
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CORRECTION FROM ISSUE 19

In an article titled "Faculty First initiative gets first round of funding from GameAbove 
alumni group", the Echo incorrectly stated that it was GameAbove who announced the first 
round of funding for the Faculty First initiative. While the initial funding has come from 
GameAbove, it is the Provost’s office that approves and announces the faculty projects. 
GameAbove is not involved in choosing which projects get funding. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Recreation/Intramural Department would like to note that in the published op-ed on 2/2/20 that there are no sources provided for the 
given numbers and they do not match the official numbers collected at the Rec/IM. Furthermore, it is short sighted and incorrect to compare 
against undergraduate enrollment, as not all undergrads utilize the facility; we also offer membership opportunities to all students of EMU, 
EMU faculty/staff, and the surrounding Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor community. While that makes for a full gym, the Rec/IM is proud of the diversity 
of patrons that utilize the facility. 

We encourage everyone who wants a healthier self (for a variety of reasons, which could include New Year's resolutions, medical needs, 
mental wellness, social opportunities, or for their own personal satisfaction) to visit the Rec/IM often, take advantage of free group fitness 
classes (with a membership), and work with our personal trainers (for an additional fee). The Rec/IM facility is available to all students, 
however that does not mean it is free. The fee for facility access is included in most tuition statements; students are also able to opt out of this 
fee through Student Business Services.

We support every patron's use of our gym and do not believe that because it's busier after the New Year it is now not as good as it was 
before. We urge patrons to stay tuned to our social media accounts for tips and tricks on how to stay on track for their fitness goals, along with 
the times that the gym is less busy (hint: it's the mornings!). We're confident that we can help any patron through issues of machine availability 
while continuing to promote a healthy and inclusive environment for the diverse community at the Rec/IM. We welcome all future discussions 
with our patrons and look forward to continuing to serve the EMU community.

TYLER GAW
CRIME REPORTER

A national pilot shortage is currently 
facing the field of aviation, and the shortage 
is only expected to grow in the future.

As the year 2018 set new records for 
flights, more planes and airports are being 
filled. With that more flights and destinations 
are being added to this day, but when there is 
a shortage of pilots that is a problem.

The pilot shortage is being felt by every 
airline. The Federal Aviation Administration 
reported in 2017 there were 609,000 pilots in 
the United States. That number is down 30% 
from 30 years ago, from 827,000 pilots. The 
number of passengers has grown that same 
period time has grown (via WJLA.com).

Speaking with Eastern Michigan 
University student Anthony Castro, an 
aviation management major and a private 
pilot, he stated how he believes this is a 
frightful situation.

“The most reliable form of transportation 
in our generation are airplanes. If our 
shortage continues, many airlines are going 
to be forced to cancel flights and even cancel 
routine routes altogether. The same goes 
for on-demand corporate charter carriers,“ 
Castro explained regarding the shortages 
affect on air travel.

“These charter air carriers are the go-
to when it comes to VP customers since 
flights to virtually anywhere in the world 
are available to them. This is not only lost 
business for the airlines and charter air 
carriers but for many corporations who 
rely on aviation to transport their people 
everywhere for meetings. Overall, it could 
affect a big chunk of our economy,” Castro 
continued. 

The FAA’s (Federal Aviation 
Administration) mandatory retirement age 
for the airlines is 65. Many of the pilots flying 
in the skies are, or are getting close to that 
age and will be forced to retire. According 
to The Boeing Company, a manufacturer 
of planes, 804,000 pilots will be needed in 
the next 19 years or so. With senior pilots 
leaving, this leaves the industry looking for 
students to train.

Flying is getting better due to the evolving 
technology on flight decks, allowing training 
to be easier than before. Although the 
experience to fly and flight training is fun to 
some, there is little to no motivation to train 
due to high training costs. A single flight in 
a Cessna 172 training aircraft can cost up to 
$400 including instruction for an hour and 
a half flight. Due to high costs, this leaves 
many student pilots from finishing even 
the lowest certification of a Private Pilot 

Certificate. 
According to castro to be an airline pilot, 

you need an ATP (airline transport pilot) 
certificate. In order to obtain this certification 
you need 1,500 hours of flying to qualify, but 
you can get that reduced to 1,000 hours if 
you train at A Part 141 flight school, which 
is the Eagle Flight Centre (EMU). “If you do 
training there, you can go apply for an R-ATP 
certificate or restricted-airline transport pilot 
certificate when you go get an airline job,” 
said Castro on how Eastern can be a great 
opportunity to become a pilot and help the 
shortage.

 Some difficulties do occur in the aviation 
school process, however. Aviation school is 
known to be expensive and stressful.

“Eastern’s program for aviation can 
be very expensive for many students. The 
program can also be very fast-paced and 
some will have to constantly repeat lessons, 
which adds even more to the costs. It costs 
around $64,000 for just the flight training 
alone at EMU, not including normal tuition,” 
said Castro when talking on the struggles 
students go through when wanting to become 
a pilot. 

Some will say that the cost of being a 
pilot is in relation with the shortage. The 
nation will be needing more pilots, but the 
struggle of costs are still relevant.

The national pilot shortage: a 
conversation with EMU aviation 
student Anthony Castro

EMU’s Percussion Ensemble 
performs in Pease Auditorium

GRACE THOMPSON
ARTS REPORTER

EMU’s Percussion Ensemble performed 
in Pease Auditorium on Monday, Feb. 17, 
under the direction of Professor John F. 
Dorsey.

The concert began with a warm welcome 
from Dorsey. The ensemble played a series 
of five songs. Shuffling instruments and 
musicians around between each song, the 
group allowed for a variety of people and 
sounds to be heard by the crowd. 

The performance kicked off with 
“Sprockets'' by Kevin Lepper, highlighting 
seven different musicians of the ensemble: 
Zack Abunab, Noah Gorman, Rebekah 
Kindy, Noah Lopez Sebestian Lubahn, Ian 
McCrystal, Kyla Molitierno, and Isaiah Pelt.

The show continued with “What goes 
Around Comes Around” by Chris Carmean, 
followed by “Tango Suite,” by Astor 
Piazzola, which was performed by the 
ensemble as a duet. The audience responded 
with standing ovations to the performance.

Dorsey has been a professor of percussion 
at EMU since 1997. He shared his experience 
in the classroom and his goals.

“It is a lot of fun, there is never a dull 
moment. There are always a lot of things 
to do and students have to learn a bunch of 
things because percussion is not just one 
instrument it is many instruments, so they 
are always busy. When we do one on one 
lessons, they get to work on one thing at a 
time. But when we work in groups like this 
they get to do multiple things and really 
expand their horizons, which is why it is a 

huge part of their education,“ Dorsey said.
Isaiah Pelt, a member of EMU’s 

percussion ensemble, explained that playing 
in the ensemble is the best part of their music 
education. 

“I really love the percussion ensemble, 
as a percussion music major specifically, it 
is probably the best part of our major. That 
we actually get to enjoy our time and play 
what we like playing, rather than in the big 
ensembles where we don’t really get to focus 
on what we want to do,“ Pelt said. 

“Professor Dorsey has been doing a really 
really good job, all these years and if it wasn't 
for him there would be no show,“ Pelt said.

Nearing the end, a trio played “Little 
Rumba” by Rolando Morales-Matos. To 
close the concert, “Kyoto” by John Psathas 
performed by a larger group.

 “The last piece we played was really 
difficult because the timing of it was odd. It 
wasn't a simple nodding of your head piece, 
it changed the whole time,“ reflected Claire 
Castle, member of the ensemble. “I hope [the 
concert] did its job. A concert is really good 
when you can walk away feeling like you 
love music, so I hope the audience enjoyed 
the concert.”

For more information on EMU’s School 
of Music and Dance upcoming events, visit 
their website.

“I hope [the audience] first get musical 
satisfaction, some entertainment and I hope 
that they gain appreciation for percussion 
because we often don’t get the respect we 
deserve. Percussion has grown and we are 
really a prominent part of a lot of music now. 
This concert really shows off what we can 
do,“ Dorsey said.

COURTESY OF @ANTHONYCASTRO ON INSTAGRAM

GRACE THOMPSON
MUSICIANS TAKE A BOW AT CONCERTS FINALE.

“POETRY” FROM FRONT

Ciera Dozier, EMU Poetry Society member, explained that after she shared one of her poems at one of the EMU Poetry Society’s "Lyric 
Lounge” events, she knew she had to join. She furthered added that everyone was very accepting, encouraging and loving to her, just as they 
were on Tuesdays open mic. Dozier reflected on the postitive effects reciting her poetry has had on her.

“No matter how long you do it, you will get nervous, but you just have to breathe. Afterwards, you feel accomplished. You feel like you did 
something, like you're closer to your goal. Poetry is my life and it definitely saved my life in a lot of ways. It is more than an art to me, it is a 
part of me, kind of like a second thump to my heartbeat,” Dozier said.

For more information on how to get involved with EMU’s Poetry Society, visit their Instagram or Twitter: @EMU_PS

“SENATE” FROM FRONT

“I passed out drunk at a party and people 
colored all over my face. There’s nothing I 
can do about it. It’s not like I put blackface 
on myself and was like ‘Look at me.’ If you 
look at the picture you can tell I’m actually, 
like, borderline comatose. I was that drunk, 
I really was. That was a really bad part of 
my life. Along with being autistic, I think 
at that party that was only, like, three or 
four months after I had to sit in court and 
convict my biological father for the crimes 
he committed against my siblings and I. He 
was an incestual child molester,” explained 
Scott.

Scott also addressed comments 
associated with the post. Specifically, one 
in which he commented, “I do a pretty good 
black face don’t I?”

“I know that the comments and stuff 
aren’t great. The one lady, her name is Anna 
- I don’t know if that’s her Facebook name 
still - is a friend of mine from high school 
and she is biracial. So it’s not like I just 
have some, you know, ‘milk-white’ friend 
who is saying those things. My comment 
obviously, not the greatest thing, ‘I do a 
pretty good black face don’t I?’ I mean it’s 
not great especially with the outrage culture 
we’re in right now, but again, I made a 
mistake, and again though with the black-
face, it’s not like I put it on [myself],” said 
Scott.

The name “Anna” was not visible on the 
comment section of the post.

“My comment was stupid, looking back 
on it,” Scott also added later.

Scott frequently mentioned “outrage 
culture” in an interview with the Echo. 
He also stated via text message, “I’m on 
purpose having my character attacked, 
even though I’ve shown great character and 
displayed that I’m a great man who carries 
the responsibilities well. It’s very sad that 
this is where outrage culture has taken 
things, and I will not bow down to it. I will 
never bow down to outrage culture “

Scott stated he was not aware the 
photo was still visible on his profile. In 
an interview with the Echo, Scott initially 
stated he himself did not post the photo. He 
continued that it was not him who posted the 
photo, referencing the photo he was tagged 
in as the only time the picture was posted. 

Although once shown a screenshot of the 
picture as a former profile picture, Scott 
added another statement via text message.

“I obviously did post it myself, I must’ve 
misspoke and forgot. I did post it myself. I 
have no problem admitting that…” Scott 
stated. “And I made a mistake for making 
that my profile picture. I really shouldn’t 
have done that given the bad time in my life 
I was in then. But yeah, I got radical ink 
poisoning from it as I’m sure you could tell. 
That’s a lot of sharpie to be sitting on my 
skin like it did.”

If asked to leave, Scott does not plan to 
resign. He also believes someone “dug all 
this up for the purpose of trying to oust” him 
and remove him from the Senate in wake 
of his announcement for his candidacy for 
president.

“I apologize and I’m not going to sit 
here and sidestep. I’m very known for 
taking responsibility for things . . . if I was 
a bleeding heart Bernie Sanders lover and 
they dug up that picture. People would be 
like ‘Oh well he was passed out drunk, he 
couldn’t do anything about it’ but no. I’m 
a very bold, conservative Trump-supporter, 
so we have double standards and that’s very 
obvious . . . I will be open book as hell about 
this I will not be a child and try and sidestep 
and deny this because that’s just bad and 
that shows bad character,” added Scott.

Scott also added a final statement via 
text message.

“Wanting me to resign over something 
9 years old is wanting me to be a prisoner 
of my past. It’s asking me to stay mentally 
stunted in that part of my life. And I will 
never do that, I’m an adult, I will never do 
that. I’ve overcome so much, I will not stop 
doing so,” said Scott.

The Echo will release updates on this 
story as they happen.

Note: The Echo’s Assistant News Editor 
Dan D’Introno previously considered and 
collected signatures to run with Sen. Reid 
Scott for Student Body President, though 
the campaign was dropped due to a conflict 
of interest with the Echo. Due to D’Introno’s 
connections to Scott, he had no part in 
the production of this story. It is not clear 
how the post was brought to the attention 
of Senate leadership, but it is important to 
note that it was visible on Scott’s profile at 
any time.
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Bloomberg is not the answer

MARCUS LAWNICZAK
COLUMNIST

The current field of Democratic 
candidates has a lot of ideological range. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders heads the progressives, 
former Vice President Joe Biden, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg and Sen. Amy Klobuchar are 
the leading moderates, and Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren is somewhere in between. Most 
democratic voters should be able to find a 
candidate that best matches their world view. 
Many voters, however, are concerned that 
no candidate would be the favorite against 
President Trump in November. This is the 
reason many are now flocking to a surging 
New York billionaire.

Former New York City Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg jumped into the race in 
November, and has since spent over $300 
million as he surges in the polls. Much of 
this rise is due to some Democratic voters 
believing Bloomberg has the best chance at 
beating Trump because of his campaign’s 
wealth and the fact that he is “in the middle.” 

This argument, however, continues 
to feed into the damaging belief that a 
compromising, centrist Democrat is best 
suited to beat a right-wing populist - or any 
Republican, for that matter. Bloomberg’s 
political history as the mayor of New York, 
his support for Republicans until very 
recently, and the fact that he will not excite 
the liberal base might make him the next 
moderate Democrat to lose what should be 
an easy election.

It’s important to start with this fact: 

Mike Bloomberg was a Republican until 
2007. When he first ran for mayor in 2003, 
Bloomberg was elected as a Republican. 
The presidential candidate did not register 
as “blue” until 2018. This makes the 
Democratic Party look incredibly weak. 
Would Republican voters ever consider 
a presidential candidate that was once an 
elected Democrat? Republicans get mad 
at much less. For example, former New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie was lambasted 
by his own party for hugging Pres. Obama 
when the two met during the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy. 

Bloomberg has also supported the GOP 
and donated to many Republican candidates 
over the years. These donations continued 
even into the 2018 midterm elections, where 
the former mayor contributed to two GOP 
congressmen. A former elected Republican 
who has supported Republicans until just two 
years ago is supposed to be the Democrats’ 
presidential nominee? Bloomberg is not 
a moderate Democrat; he is essentially a 
Republican. 

It only gets worse. As mayor, Bloomberg 
intensified the “stop and frisk” policy of 
the New York Police Department. While it 
was already in place under his predecessor 
Rudy Giuliani, the amount of “stop and 
frisk” actions increased by 600% during 
Bloomberg’s first ten years as mayor. He was 
an ardent supporter of the unconstitutional 
practice which targeted New York’s minority 
communities. No Wall Street executive was 
being searched on the spot by the NYPD.

Recently released audio from 2015 shows 
why Bloomberg might have been such a fan. 

“95 percent of your murders -- murderers 
and murder victims fit one M.O. You can just 
take the description, Xerox it and pass it out 
to all the cops. They are male, minorities, 
sixteen to twenty-five. That’s true in New 
York, that’s true in virtually every city,” he 
said. 

After supporting “stop and frisk” for 
years, Bloomberg conveniently apologized 
just days before announcing his candidacy. 
It became clear to him that in this present 
political climate, harboring such views 
are incredibly problematic. Current New 
York Mayor Bill de Blasio questioned 
Bloomberg’s authenticity: “People aren’t 
stupid. They can figure whether someone 
is honestly addressing an issue or whether 
they’re acting out of convenience.”

Bloomberg’s surge, mostly due to his 
vast wealth, begs deeper questions. Before 
announcing his candidacy, he donated 
$300,000 to the DNC. This donation paid 
off, as the DNC then changed its donor 
requirement in January for the Democratic 
debate in late February. This raises multiple 
ethical questions, furthering the distrust 
many Democrats have towards their party.

With his questionable campaign and 
former party allegiance, Bloomberg is not 
the candidate that will fire up the Democratic 
liberal base. At the same time, his long 
history with “stop and frisk” could result in 
lower inner city and minority turnout at a 
time when high turnout is so crucial. This is 
exactly what happened with Hillary Clinton 
in 2016, and she was just another moderate 
Democrat to lose what should have been an 
easy election.

The case for Romero-Ray for Student Body President and VP

HEATHER WEIGEL
OPINIONS EDITOR

As the deadline approached for collecting 
the 300 signatures required for running to be 
the next EMU Student Body President and 
Vice President, potential candidates could 
often be found collecting signatures and 
making their pitches. 

Each candidate duo has their own 
perceived strengths and weaknesses, 
depending on who you’re asking and how 
you ask it. As opinions editor, I decided to 
take a page from Vox’s book and express the 
best case for each candidate pairing. 

The first pair I met with were Luis 
Romero and Colton Ray, both currently in 
sophomore standing and serving as Student 
Government senators. Luis is a student 
of political science and economics, while 

Colton intends to pursue an M.A. in Schools, 
Society, and Violence, an interdisciplinary 
degree offered through the Sociology, 
Criminology and Anthropology and Teacher 
Education Departments.

Both Romero and Ray are brothers of 
Phi Sigma Phi and extensively involved on 
campus. Luis serves on the executive board 
of three different organizations: Unmasked 
EMU, Rotaract, and Phi Sigma Phi. He is 
also in Mock Trial and on the President’s 
commission for sustainability. 

Colton played a massive hand in the 
reboot of Young Democratic Socialists of 
America on campus while also working for 
RISE Michigan, the Residence Housing 
Association, and in Student Government. 
Within SG, he has served as an interim 
chair on the Political Action committee and 
the chair of the ad hoc Housing and Food 

Insecurity Committee.
During our interview, Luis and Colton 

opened up to me about their upbringing, 
and they shared the struggles of growing 
up in single-parent households, struggling 
with finances and medical bills, and going to 
schools in wealthy areas which highlighted 
class distinctions between them and their 
peers. They both readily connect with the 
idea that Eastern Michigan University is a 
working class school of opportunity. They 
emphasize wanting to push through the 
bureaucracy and hurdles to make the idea a 
reality.

A great case to make for Romero and 
Ray’s campaign is its student-centric 
approach. They released a five-point plan 
which tackles housing and food insecurity, 
mental health, affordable transportation, and 
transparency, themes which have arisen from 

past student government administrations. 
They also have the “receipts” to prove 

it, though: They have received recognition 
for their resolution-writing, have proven 
to be diligent in their extensive campus 
involvement, are trusted with chairmanships 
over sensitive student issues, and are serious 
in what they support via authoring and 
supporting various resolutions. 

They also intend to increase Student 
Government visibility to students and the 
greater Ypsilanti community, expressing so 
without being prompted. The disconnect 
between the EMU and Ypsilanti communities 
remains quite pronounced, and it’s important 
for our leaders to build support not only on 
campus, but in the Ypsilanti community as 
well.

The final question I asked each candidate 
was who they look up to in terms of 

leadership. Romero chose Beto O’Rourke 
during his 2018 challenge to Sen. Ted Cruz, 
emphasizing his energy and sincerity. Ray 
selected Malcolm X due to his accessible 
message of an interconnected struggle and 
fearlessness in advocating for civil and 
human rights. They each seek to emulate 
these leaders.

For those looking for involved campus 
activists who emphasize our University’s 
working-class roots to lead the student body, 
Luis Romero and Colton Ray may be a good 
choice for you.

For more information about their 
campaign, consult their Facebook page and/
or view Transparent Talk #8 on Youtube, an 
ETV-Eastern Echo production.

Finally, look out for the other candidates 
in this series, research them intently, and 
remember to vote in the March 25 election.
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COURTESY OF ROMERO-RAY
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Carly Pearce is here to stay 
with latest self-titled album

TOM CRAMER
FREELANCER

Carly Pearce is back with her self-titled 
album and she really did her thing on this 
one! 

This album shows Pearce going through 
a range of emotions. She has songs that are 
flirty, songs that are romantic and songs that 
are absolutely heartbreaking. 

The second song on the album is “Call 
Me.” It’s a fun song with a nice blend of pop 
and country.

“We can go downtown, we can stay out 
all night,” sings Pearce. “Turning the neon 
into morning light. Why would you stay 
home? No need to be lonely. You got my 
number. For a good time call me.”

“Dashboard Jesus” fits Pearce like 
a glove. It’s a pull-at-your-heartstrings, 
midtempo song that is perfect to play in your 
car after a long week. 

“Everybody says she’s dreaming, call 
her crazy for believing,” sings Pearce. 
“Sometimes all you really need is, fifty 
dollars and a dashboard Jesus.”

Regardless of whether you are from the 
country, the city or a college town, we can 
all relate to wanting something more from 
our lives. We all have a dream and there are 
days where we don’t know if it will ever 
come true. This is where we have to run on 
faith. We have to believe that no matter what, 
things will turn okay. “Dashboard Jesus” is 
an anthem which portrays this well and I’m 
so glad it’s on the record.

One of the best songs on the album is 
“Finish Your Sentences,” recorded with her 
husband, country singer Michael Ray. It’s 
incredibly catchy and relatable. It’s fun, 
yet serious. Pearce and Ray are one of my 

favorite couples and they sound wonderful 
together. 

“You know what I’m thinking before I’m 
thinking it,” sings the pair. “You light the fire 
and I keep it lit. Yeah, I know you better than 
you know yourself. You start it, I end it. I 
love that I can finish your sentences.” 

The track “It Won’t Always Be Like 
This” is incredible. It keeps with the theme 
of her songs being relatable to the listener. 
Regardless of these songs sounding so 
personal to her, they are easy to connect with 
and to apply your own story to the song. 

“I remember hearing the door slam, 
twenty-two, didn’t have a clue,” sings 
Pearce. “Who I was, who I could trust and 
who were my real friends.” 

Two infectious and fun songs come in the 
form of “Heart’s Going Out Of Its Mind” and 
“You Kissed Me First.” Carly wrote the first 
track three days after her first date with her 
husband. These songs are cute and balance 
out the album well. 

“Woman Down” is one of the best songs 
I’ve heard in awhile. It’s empowering and 
moving, yet doesn’t feel overly emotional. 
This song takes the album to a different level 
and is a must-listen for anyone needing a 
little inspiration. 

“She can’t breathe but she ain’t dying,” 
sings Pearce. “And there ain’t no time for 
crying. There’s a phoenix down inside when 
her feet are to the fire.”

The song “Greener Grass” is an incredible 
vocal and shows her growth as a vocalist. 

With this self-titled album, Carly Pearce 
shows who she is - it’s definitely something 
to add to the collection for fans of pop and 
country. This may be her second album, but 
it’s now time to get to know the real Carly 
Pearce.

RETRIEVED FROM BIG MACHINE LABEL GROUP
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The ‘Charmed’ reboot is a great 
portrayal of diversity and family
DEANGELO HAWKINS-CLAY
COLUMNIST

“Charmed” is an American fantasy 
drama starring three sister witches whose 
power awakens after tragedy strikes, setting 
the sisters on their path to save countless 
citizens. This new version features new 
sisters - Macy Vaughn, Mel and Maggie 
Vera instead of the Prue, Piper, and 
Phoebe from the original series. Madeleine 
Mantock, Melonie Diaz, and Sarah Jefferey 
play the “Power of Three” in this newest 
adaptation.

The first season is set in the fictional 
Michigan town of Hilltowne following the 
death of the sisters’ mother - similar to the 
original,which began with the death of their 
grandmother. In this revamped version, 
however, the sisters have no knowledge of 
Macy, the oldest sister who is half African 
American and finds herself drawn to the 
sisters three months after their mother’s 
death.

The arrival of their sister brings about 
their powers: Macy has the power of 
telekinesis, Mel has the power to freeze time 
and Maggie has the power of telepathy.

Another great component in the series is 
Mel being a lesbian. The series showcases 
an LGBTQ relationship in a very genuine 
way, making a queer relationship a central 
storyline while not perpetuating stereotypes.

In this version of the series, Rupert 
Evans stars as Harry Greenwood, the sisters’ 
“white lighter” who serves as a mentor to 
them while also hiding secrets of his own. 
The series has a strong feel of cinematic 
themes, from the direction of the story line 
to the way the characters interact with one 
another.

Another great component of the series 
is this version’s portrayal of diversity. The 
sisters are all of Latina descent, with two 
of them being Afro-Latina, making for 
some pretty great exploratory story lines 
set around different avenues of magic. The 
series does very well with its new elements 
carrying a familiar story, pushing the series 
to new levels of bewitching entertainment. 

Along with the series’ new elements, the 
action alone is worth watching. Set in the 
modern day, the special effects are definitely 
up to par. The action in the series is on a 
new level, with the sisters truly showcasing 
those “Power of Three” vibes in a similar 
manner to the original.

Although the series is a reboot, there is 
little-to-no tie-ins with the previous series, 
besides the Book of Shadows and a brief 
mention of Melinda Warren early on in 
the series. “Charmed” also does a great job 
balancing its witch themes with its family 
themes as well, making sure to showcase 
how important and powerful a family bond 
can truly be.

The series is currently in its second 
season and is already renewed for a third. It 
is currently airing on the CW, with the entire 
first season able to be streamed on Netflix 
and its current second season episodes 
available on the CW app.

The series is a great portrayal of 
sisterhood, showcasing strong women 
fighting for what’s right. Although others 
have been turned off from the series solely 
based on it being a reboot, I would like to 
give the series my stamp of approval. Tune 
into Charmed and witness the new “Power 
of Three.”

I give this reboot 5 out of 5 Swoops.

King Princess adds new 
sounds and vibes on deluxe 
version of ‘Cheap Queen’

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
COLUMNIST

Just over three months after she released 
her debut album “Cheap Queen,” popstar 
and queer icon King Princess came out with 
a deluxe version of her first LP on Friday, 
Feb. 14. While I thought the project’s first 
rendition was a little boring, these new track 
additions are amazing and different, helping 
to make up for my initial reaction.

KP added five new tracks, all of which 
discuss topics from past relationships to 
sexuality to the hard parts of rising to fame.

“Back of a Cab”: This track discusses 
how hard it can be to get over your first love 
and acknowledge your ever holding feelings 
for them.

“I guess it’s hard to realize that your heart 
never healed right / And the hard part of 
movin’ on is you always take a piece from 
your last love, through your next life,” KP 
sings. 

This song begins and ends with a voice 
recording from a 50s short film, which sets 
the tone for the old-school vibes all of the 
new music entails. The production of this 
piece is different too and includes unique 
sounds and mixing. 

“All Dressed In White”: This under-2-
minute track displays different emotions 
through slower sounds and a ballad-like tune. 
It talks about planning to marry someone and 

wanting to see them “all dressed in white,” 
making this the perfect Valentine’s Day love 
song.

“You’re the queen of my living room / Sit 
by the window and smoke like you’re saving 
a life,” sings KP. 

While she does better at including 
different sounds and feelings with this new 
music, I do feel that KP could have varied 
her own voice’s tone more to make the 
album even more versatile and reflect the 
uniqueness and talent she had in her “Make 
My Bed” EP. 

“Forget About It”: Adding a feature can 
spice up any song and this collaboration 
with Banoffee shows exactly what teaming 
up with other artists can do. In this track, 
the “1950” singer reminisces about a past 
relationship and the questions that were 
raised during their time together. This is 
probably my favorite of the new songs, as it 
is more upbeat and fun and perfect to dance 
around to with your friends.

Relationships, whether romantic or not, 
can be difficult to move past and look back 
on. This is something KP talks a lot about 
and tons of people can easily relate to. 

“Best Friend”: “Now you wanna be my 
best friend again / Call me after two years 
and then / Cry about your bad luck with men 
/ And ask me how the f**k have I been?” KP 
sings. “You know I want to tell you it all / I 
wish that I could hate that you called / You 
said you hope to see me this fall / But I don’t 

wanna see you at all.” 
It can often be hard to not go back to 

someone who hurt you in the past, especially 
if you had a lot of love for them. On the 
second to last track of the album, KP talks 
about an old best friend coming back into her 
life, and while in a way she’s happy to hear 
from them, she doesn’t want to let their toxic 
nature back into her life. 

“Ohio”: On the last song of Cheap Queen, 
KP battles the misconception that money and 
fame can buy happiness. “Cause I’ve been 
getting rich, but everything I love is broke,” 
KP sings. While material objects can help 
improve ways of living, there is way more to 
truly being happy.

“Ohio” was actually released first as a 
single on February 11th, alongside an official 
music video posted to YouTube that gives off 
even more old-school rock feels.

I still think King Princess’ first singles 
show her true talent even more but these 
songs definitely added to the album’s 
versatility and variety. I am excited to see her 
growth as an artist in the future. You should 
definitely check out her music if you haven’t 
already. 

I would give the deluxe version of this 
album 4 out of 5 Swoops.

How to navigate the 
overuse of “toxicity”
HEATHER WEIGEL
OPINIONS EDITOR

“Toxic” is a word permeating popular 
culture; cultural and political problems are 
often boiled down to “toxicity” and people 
end their relationships with their “toxic” 
friends and partners at the urging of online 
armchair psychologists and “relationship 
experts.” If someone’s behavior is somewhat 
off-putting or they do you harm, whether 
intentionally or unintentionally, then they’re 
supposedly toxic. The term is used so often 
that it was Oxford Dictionary’s Word of the 
Year in 2018.

I am not often one to label other people’s 
behavior as “toxic” or “problematic,” but 
I still recognize that sometimes that is the 
case, and that despite the problems pop-
psychology presents, it can be useful to 
point out things you find undesirable about 
others’ behavior. That said, labeling them as 
the sole “toxic” one puts all of the negative 
responsibility on them for anything negative 
which occurred in the platonic or romantic 
relationship. This is not entirely helpful.

I don’t always find it useful to label 
behavior as “toxic” - sometimes boiling 
down complicated human relationships to a 
catch-all, click-worthy term can muddy the 
waters rather than bring clarity. 

I have often been annoyed at the notion 
that having issues with communication 
or mistakenly hurting someone in your 
life makes you a toxic person; I am of the 
opinion that it makes you human. Quite 
literally everyone has done something to 
hurt someone else, regardless of any pure 
intentions.

Despite this, sometimes what makes you 
“toxic” in the public eye is how you react 
to critiques of your character and behavior. 
Regardless of your intentions, hurting 
someone else and receiving that feedback 
should spark you to reflect upon your actions 

and work towards change. 
Additionally, some good news is 

that being “toxic” isn’t a death sentence. 
Sometimes it simply calls for reanalyzing 
how you show up in your relationships with 
others. While it may cost you meaningful 
friends and relationships and give you 
regrets, being labelled “toxic” can inspire 
you to change that notion by changing your 
behavior.

However, something can be said about 
the frequency at which some use the “toxic” 
terminology to deflect blame rather than 
share it. Sometimes they may be doing the 
same thing in their own lives that they claim 
the “toxic” other people are doing.

Claiming yourself a victim to a “toxic” 
person and refusing to analyze how you show 
up in those messy situations makes you also 
- you guessed it - “toxic.” That is, if we’re 
following the logical end to the excessive use 
of that label.

For those who constantly receive that 
label, some self-reflection is probably 
necessary. For those who constantly dole 
out that label, the same is probably true. 
Understanding that human behavior operates 
in a gray area can also help those who find 
themselves constantly diagnosing everyone 
else’s behavior as “toxic.”

Addressing “toxic” behavior, then, relies 
on both holding those who exhibit harmful 
behaviors accountable and refraining from 
labeling everything as “toxic,” which 
minimizes the supposed seriousness of the 
term.

If everything is toxic, then so are all of us. 
If you have found yourself being the “toxic” 
one or writing others off as “toxic,” some 
self-reflection may be useful. We all should 
be aware of how we show up and contribute 
to spaces. But we should also recognize that 
hurting and being hurt are part of the human 
condition and require reflection rather than 
deflection.

Revitalize your mental 
well-being by taking a 
social media break
KASSANDRA OLSCHANSKI
COLUMNIST

Social media is one of those things that 
constantly has the ability to consume us 
and take up a lot of our time. A lot of social 
media usage can be innocent; we go on and 
we scroll. It is an easy way to stay connected 
with many people we do not have the chance 
to talk to every day, especially if those people 
live far away and we do not have a chance to 
see them very often.

We spend our time looking at all of the 
things our families and friends are posting 
on social media platforms, and then we 
carefully choose the things we post on our 
social media pages too. It is very easy to get 
caught up in what everyone else is doing 
and start to compare our own lives, which is 
where social media can start to become toxic.

We look at all of the great things someone 
else is doing, or the fun trips they are taking 
and we start to feel bad that we aren’t doing 
those fun things too. Social media is tricky 
in this way because we start playing the 
comparison game and compare everything 
we do in our lives to someone else’s.

Everyone who uses social media has the 
ability to control what they post and highlight 
the best moments of their life to show off to 
the world. Social media can be a great way to 

keep up with people, as long as it is done in 
small amounts. But something I have tried to 
do lately is stay off social media, and Twitter 
specifically. 

I found myself spending so much time 
just scrolling through things and paying 
too much attention to the things that did not 
matter, and I wanted to take a step back. I 
love having the ability to post things and 
keep updates for myself on what I was doing 
at a certain time so I can go back and look at 
it one day, but I realized how important it is 
to step away from it, too. 

After staying off Twitter, I realized that 
social media breaks can be very helpful if 
we want to take them. I found myself not 
needing to scroll through Twitter before bed 
anymore and just go right to sleep, or I would 
read a book instead. A break from social 
media can be really helpful just in the way 
we view our world and life everyday.

The less time I spend on social media is 
less time I am comparing myself or my life 
to other people. But a social media break 
does not have to be done completely to be 
effective or influential. It can be done by 
spending less time on a specific social media 
platform, or spending less time in general on 
any of the social media apps.

It is so easy to get lost in the social 
media world, but we have the ability to find 
ourselves again outside of it if we want to.

ADVICE COLUMN

ADVICE COLUMN
@easternechoofficial

@TheEasternEcho

@TheEasternEcho
Fuck Austin Elliott!! 
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EMU women’s 
tennis falls to 
Binghamton
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan (3-4) women’s 
tennis team fell to the Binghamton Bearcats, 
4-3, on Thursday, Feb. 20 at the Binghamton 
Tennis Center in Vestal, New York. The 
Eagles got victories from Emma-Lou 
Pommiers, Marie Mayerova, and a doubles 
team of Isabelle Pompa and Vasavi Ganesan.

In the three doubles matches, the Eagles 
won two. The third team match between 
Natalia Regalado-Morgan Ingram (EMU) 
and Jamie Lau-Kyra Bergman (Binghamton) 
was won by the Eagles. The second team 
match involving Isabelle Pompa-Vasavi 
Ganesan (EMU) and Regina Furer-Ashley 
Granieri (Binghamton) was also taken by 
Eastern Michigan. 

The only loss in doubles matches came 
from the top seeds as the pairing of Julia 
Patek-Mayerova (EMU) fell to Michelle 
Eisenberg-Samara Eisenberg (Bighamton). 
In the singles matches, the Eagles won two of 
the six events. Three victories came from the 

first seed and the fourth seed as Mayerova 
and Pommiers took home wins. 

Mayerova defeated Michelle Eisenberg 
in three sets (2-6, 6-2, 6-2), while Pommiers 
beat Lau in two sets (6-4, 6-4). The losses 
came from Ganesan (6-3, 4-6, 3-6), Pompa 
(0-6, 3-6), Ingram (4-6, 6-2, 1-6) and 
Regalado (6-4). The Eagles won four of the 
nine events and have now lost two straight 
games following a two-game win streak. 

The Eagles will return to action on 
Friday, Feb. 21 as they take on Long Island 
University on the road. The event will begin 
at 1 p.m. Eastern Michigan will then play 
five matches in the next week as they face 
Quinnipiac (Feb. 23), La Salle (Feb. 25), 
Temple (Feb. 25), Duquesne (Feb. 28) and 
Niagara (Feb. 28). 

Eastern Michigan’s next home event 
will be in Oakland at the Chippewa Club on 
Friday, March 6 at 1 p.m. Then they will stay 
in Ypsilanti for their next match on Tuesday, 
March 10 versus Cleveland State on March 
10 at 12 p.m. EMU will have to win seven 
of their next 12 outings to ensure a plus-.500 
record heading into conference play.

EMU men’s basketball 
demolishes Kent State

JADAN SHORTS
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan Eagles (15-11, 
5-8) men’s basketball team defeated the 
Kent State Golden Flashes on their home 
court in Ypsilanti on Tuesday, Feb. 18. The 
Eagles beat the Golden Flashes with an 
astonishing score of 70-49, clinching their 
third consecutive win after beating Central 
Michigan and Western Michigan recently.

Last week, the Eagles took down the 
Chippewas by three points on Tuesday, Feb. 
11 before defeating Western Michigan by 18 
points on Saturday, Feb. 15. The win over 
Kent State included standout performances 
from junior Darion Spottsville and senior 
Boubacar Toure. Spottsville held down time 
in the first half with his amazing physical 
play.

In the second half, the two teams traded 
baskets before an alley-oop from Spottsville 
to Toure gave EMU their largest lead of 
the game at 11 points. EMU then stopped 
the Flashes from scoring for seven straight 
minutes, with no contribution to their final 
score of 49.

On the other hand, the Eagles were 

dependent on Groce in the second half as 
he contributed to their final score of 70 by 
scoring 13 points in the second half alone. 
Groce finished the night with a total of 15 
points following him was Toure with 10 
points. This is the redshirt seniors fourth 
straight game scoring in the double digits. 
By the end of the night, six different EMU 
players totaled at least seven points.

Eastern Michigan limited Kent State to its 
lowest field goal percentage of the season at 
a 29.1% clip. EMU out-rebounded its MAC 
opponent, 39-35, and outscored them in the 
paint by six points (28-22). Individually, 
Toure leads the MAC with a 69% field goal 
percentage and ranks third with 3.3 offensive 
rebounds per game.

This was the 77th meeting between 
Kent State and Eastern Michigan.The two 
teams split their matchups during the 2019 
season series as EMU won 95-61 inside the 
Convocation Center on Jan. 12 before KSU 
defeated the Eagles, 71-58, on Feb. 16 in 
Kent. The two teams will only meet once 
during the 2019-20 regular season.

Other strong scorers of the night were 
juniors Thomas Binelli with 13 points and 
Yeikson Montero with nine points. Binelli, 
the Bologna, Italy native has made at least 

one shot from beyond the arc in 17 of the 18 
games that he has played and has knocked 
down a 3-pointer in 10 straight contests. 
Binelli has made 3+ triples in six games this 
year, including a career-high five 3-pointers 
earlier in the year.

Montero has led the Eagle s in scoring 
three times this year and has tallied double-
digit scoring 12 times now. He ranks fourth 
on the team averaging 9.4 points per game 
after going for nine points, one assist and 
one rebound on 75% shooting from the free 
throw line.

Noah Morgan was also impactful on the 
game, once again, as he totaled eight points, 
three rebounds, three assists and one steal. 
Morgan also committed four turnovers, 
which will need to get cleaned up in the next 
few games if the Eagles expect to keep their 
winning streak intact.

Eastern Michigan’s regular season is 
quickly coming to an end as they have 
just five games remaining until the MAC 
Tournament takes place in Cleveland. Before 
that, though, Rob Murphy’s team will travel 
to face Ball State on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 1 
p.m. The following game will be back at 
home on Tuesday, Feb. 25 versus Northern 
Illinois.

Timko picks up 
three hits in loss 
to Pittsburgh
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan Eagles (1-4) men’s 
baseball team lost their fourth consecutive 
game, 10-4 versus the Pittsburgh Panthers 
(5-1) on Saturday, Feb. 22 in Sanford, Fla. 
The Eagles trailed 3-2 in the middle of the 
sixth inning but the Panthers scored seven 
runs in the bottom of the sixth to pull away. 
Justin Meis (0-1) took the loss for EMU.

The Panthers jumped out to a 1-0 lead in 
the second inning before adding two more 
runs in the bottom of the fifth inning with a 
two-run homer. Eastern Michigan got on the 
board for the first time in the sixth inning as 
Jeff Timko doubled to center field, scoring 
Nate Jones and bringing the Eagles within 
two runs.

Taylor Hopkins kept the Eagles 
momentum going with an RBI single to 
score Timko and put the score at 3-2 in favor 
of the Panthers. From that point on, though, 
Pittsburgh was able to pull away by adding 
seven runs in the bottom of the sixth inning. 
EMU got two runs back in the eighth inning 
but it was too late as they lost 10-4. 

In four at bats, Timko totaled three hits, 
two runs and one RBI. Hopkins finished 

1-for-3 with one RBI and one strikeout. 
No other EMU player had multiple hits 
besides Timko but Christian Bault, Daniel 
Warkentin, Stephen Karis, Jared Kaufman, 
Drake Peggs, and Jones all reached base with 
Kauffman earning the lone walk. 

Eastern Michigan had four pitchers take 
the mound in the loss as Meis started the 
game. He pitched 5.0 innings and gave up 
eight hits, three runs and three walks while 
throwing 98 pitches. He also struck out five 
batters. Cameron Wagoner had 0.2 innings 
pitched as he gave up four runs and four base 
on balls. 

Trevor House pitched just 0.1 innings, 
while giving up four hits and three runs on 
24 pitches. Caleb Hester and Tyler Helgeson 
each pitched 1.0 innings on 29 pitches 
combined. They gave up a combined two 
hits and one walk while also striking out one 
batter. Helgeson also had one wild pitch.

The Eagles will play one more game 
against Pittsburgh on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 12 
p.m. before taking on Florida Gulf Coast on 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 in Fort Myers, Fla. EMU 
will also play four games the following 
weekend as they face Saint Louis (Feb. 28), 
Villanova (Feb. 29), Northeastern (Feb. 
29) and Northeastern (March 1) in Port 
Charlotte, Fla.

EMU gymnastics finishes 
third at Georgia Triangular

TIAUNA ALLEN
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University’s 
Gymnastics team competed against the 
University of Georgia and Ball State 
University in a triangular at UGA on Friday, 
Feb. 14. The Bulldogs, the hosts of the event 
finished in first place with an overall score of 
197.075. In second place was the Cardinals 
with an overall score of 194.725. Lastly, the 
Eagles finished third with an overall score of 
194.700.

The Eagles started the event on bars with 
junior Jada Rondeau tying her career-high 
of 9.850. Her overall score led the Eagles 
on bars, and it placed her at second place. 
Sophomore Kara Roberts finished behind 
Rondeau with an overall score of 9.750. Her 
score tied her at sixth place. Junior Courtney 
Bezold added an overall score of 9.725, tying 
for the eighth spot.

The last three Eagles to finish on bars was 
sophomore Charlotte Reynolds, freshman 
Hannah Hartung and junior Cali Harden. 

Reynolds added an overall score of 9.675. 
Hartung’s overall score was 9.325 and 
Harden finished with an overall score of 
8.875. The Eagles finished third in the first 
rotation.

On beams, sophomore Caitlyn Satler led 
the Eagles with an overall score of 9.800, 
which was tied for sixth. Following behind 
Satler was junior Brianna Price. Price 
finished with an overall score of 9.775, which 
tied for eighth place. Rondeau and senior 
Emili Dobronics added scores of 9.750. 
Both scores were tied for 12th. Sophomore 
Shannon Gregory and freshman Mickayla 
Stuckey finished the beams with a score of 
9.625. After rotating on bars and beams, 
EMU remained at the third spot.

The Eagles started on the floor with 
Dobronics who added a score of 9.875, 
which was tied for third place. Roberts added 
an overall score of 9.850, which was also a 
career-high for her. Both, Rondeau and Satler 
added scores of 9.825. Stuckey finished with 
a score of 9.750. Finally, Price finished on 
the floor with a score of 9.725. The Eagles 
moved up to the second place over the 

Cardinals. The Bulldogs earned the top spot.
Finishing the event on vault, Roberts 

led the Eagles with another career-high 
after adding a score of 9.825, which tied 
for seventh. Harden added a score of 9.750, 
which claimed the 12th spot. Following 
closely behind was Hartung with an overall 
score of 9.725. Her score placed her at the 
14th spot. Both Dobronics and sophomore 
Carly Kosanovich added scores of 9.625.

Lastly, Rondeau placed an overall score 
of 9.575. The Eagles dropped the lead over 
the Cardinals and finished third with an 
overall score of 194.700. Overall, Rondeau 
finished in third place all-around with a score 
of 38.950. She followed behind Rachael 
Lukacs and Sabrina Vega, both from UGA. 
Lukacs scored an overall 39.300 while Vega 
scored 39.275.

In fourth place was Ball State’s Marissa 
Nychyk, who scored 38.825. The Eagles will 
be back in competition again when the team 
travels to Muncie, Ind. to compete against 
the Ball State Cardinals in a Mid-American 
Conference meet at Worthen Arena on 
Sunday, Feb. 16 at 1 p.m.

ZACH STURGILL
NOAH MORGAN AND TEAM COME OFF THE COURT AT THE CONVOCATION CENTER ON JAN. 18.

SAGE STEPHENS
EMU COMPETES VERSUS CENTRAL MICHIGAN ON JAN. 17 AT MCGUIRK ARENA.

looking for another way to stay up to date?

NEWSLETTER

sign up for

get weekly updates 
on top stories

delivered straight to 
your inbox every monday!



Monday, March 2 spOrts The Eastern Echo

Design Chief: Mat Mufarreh design@easternecho.com @mat_moofaruh

6

Eagles pull off 
comeback win 
on Senior Day
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan Eagles (16-13, 
6-10) men’s basketball team came out with 
a huge victory on Saturday, Feb. 29 at the 
Convocation Center. EMU came back from 
14 points down to defeat Central Michigan, 
67-63, behind Yeikson Montero’s 17 points. 
Boubacar Toure had 13 points and 14 
rebounds on Senior Day for the Eagles. 

“Really good win for us, especially after 
the last game. Everyone continued to buy in 
and we knew we were going to bounce back 
in the next game,” said EMU head coach 
Rob Murphy. “We needed to match their 
intensity and energy. We were able to get 
some deflections and steals then the crowd 
got into it.”

It was a close game for the first 10 minutes 
but then Central Michigan knocked down 
three consecutive 3-pointers, including two 
from David DiLeo, to extend their lead to 
24-12. Dallas Morgan connected on a mid-
range jumper to give the Chippewas a 33-
19 lead with 1:04 to go in the first half. That 
was the largest lead of the game.

In the second half, Shamar Dillard made 
a sweeping layup to pull the Eagles within 
three points. The Chippewas responded 
immediately, though, with a 13-3 run, 
which was capped by another DiLeo 
3-pointer. With less than four minutes to go, 
the Eagles found themselves down 61-52 
and it looked like they were headed for a 
third straight loss.

And then Montero stepped up. He 
knocked down a deep 3-pointer from the 

wing to make it 61-55, in favor of Central 
Michigan, with 3:11 to go in the game. Next 
time down, Ty Groce swung the ball to a 
wide open Montero at the top of the key 
and he made another 3-pointer to pull the 
Eagles within three points at 61-58.

After that, Eastern Michigan’s defense 
forced a steal which led to an open dunk 
for freshman Chris James. On the next 
possession, Groce lobbed a pass to Toure, 
who was fouled and still finished the dunk, 
giving EMU a 62-61. Toure and Thomas 
Binelli would combine to make five free 
throws in the final two minutes to secure a 
67-63 victory for the Eagles.

“Hard fought win. To be able to sweep 
Central is impressive. I give these guys a 
lot of credit,” Murphy said. “At halftime, 
we were still within striking distance and 
I challenged these guys to come together. 
I thought we came out with that in mind. 
Credit to Yeikson Montero for hitting some 
big shots. Every shot was needed.”

Toure also discussed his performance 
and the team victory on Senior Day: “It was 
a very hard game to play. When I watched 
the video, I got tears in my eyes. It was 
tough for me. The first half, it was very hard 
to get over those emotions. I was just being 
aggressive. I was trying to match the energy 
that coach said.”

EMU has two games remaining in the 
regular season schedule as they face Western 
Michigan on Tuesday, March 3 at 7 p.m. in 
Kalamazoo. The final regular season game 
of the year will be held on Friday, March 6 
in Toledo at Savage Arena. Then EMU will 
participate in the MAC Tournament, which 
begins on Monday, March 9.

Gora and Jones 
combine for four 
hits in 12-7 loss

CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan Eagles (1-7) 
baseball team lost their seventh straight 
game, 12-7, versus North Dakota State on 
Friday, Feb. 28 at North Charlotte Park in 
Port Charlotte, Fla. Eastern Michigan’s 
seven runs is the second most they’ve 
scored in a game this year but it wasn’t 
enough to take down the Bison. Nate 
Jones led the Eagles with two runs batted 
in. 

EMU started Luke McGuire, who 
had the only victory for the Eagles, but 
he struggled in just four innings of work. 
McGuire gave up two runs in the first 
inning, three runs in the second inning, 
and two more runs in the third inning. 
It was a poor start for the EMU pitching 
staff but the offense did try to make a 
comeback.

In the bottom of the second inning, 
the Eagles got on the board as Nate Jones 
tripled, which allowed Christian Bault 
to come around and score. The Eagles 
would add two more runs in the bottom 
of the fourth inning. Bault hit a sacrifice 
fly to score Nick Jones and then Eli Gora 
connected on a single to score Daniel 
Warkentin. 

Trevor House came in to replace 
McGuire after four innings. House 
pitched 1.2 innings and allowed five runs, 
four hits, two walks and two hit batters. 
After House’s appearance, the Eagles 
found themselves trailing 12-3 at the 

end of the sixth inning and the game was 
all but over. House also struck out three 
batters. 

Despite the game being out of reach, 
the Eagles offense continued to do 
damage. Stephen Karis, who came in to 
replace Nick Jones, hit a sacrifice fly to 
score Lewis Beals. Later in the eighth 
inning, Mike Monahan singled up the 
middle to bring around Devin Hager. Gora 
picked up his second RBI as he allowed 
Warkentin to score from third base.

The final run of the game came via 
Nate Jones. Jones singled up the middle, 
scoring Monahan and advancing Gora 
to second base. Jones finished the game 
with two hits, two runs batted in and one 
strikeout in four plate appearances. Gora 
also had two hits and two RBI in four at-
bats. 

Max Loven, who is 2-0 now, earned the 
victory for North Dakota State. McGuire 
falls to 1-2 with the loss. The other two 
EMU pitchers that saw the mound were 
Tyler Helgeson and John Holt. Helgeson 
pitched 1.2 innings and gave up ust one 
hit and one walk. Holt threw 14 pitches 
and struck out one batter while giving up 
one hit. 

The Eagles will play two games 
tomorrow as they face Villanova and 
Northeastern on Saturday, Feb. 29. 
After that, Eastern Michigan will face 
Northeastern on Sunday, March 1. All 
three games will also be in Port Charlotte. 
Eastern Michigan’s first home game will 
be on Tuesday, March 17 versus Findlay 
at Oestrike Stadium.

Eagles fall to Ball State 
and Northern Illinois

TIAUNA ALLEN & 
CHARLES POST
SPORTS REPORTER & SPORTS 
EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan Eagles (15-13, 
5-10) men’s basketball team fell to the 
Ball State Cardinals after having an early 
lead Saturday, Feb. 22 in Muncie, Ind. 
EMU lost again in the following game 
versus the Northern Illinois Huskies on 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 at the Convocation 
Center.

The game against Ball State started 
out as a back-and-forth battle early in the 
first half. After going into a timeout with 
the game tied at eight points, junior Jalen 
King came off the bench and provided five 
points for the Eagles. Eastern Michigan’s 
defense then kept the momentum by 
forcing the Cardinals to turn the ball over 
12 times in the first 20 minutes.

Boubacar Toure led the Eagles in 
scoring in the first half with 12 points. 
To go along with his double-digit scoring 
performance in the first half, he also added 
four rebounds. Ty Groce contributed six 
points to go along with an assist and a 

steal. EMU had an advantage heading 
into the second half with an 11-point lead.

The Eagles looked to keep the 
momentum going coming out to the 
second half with junior Thomas Binelli 
eventually hitting two 3-pointers. 
However, the Cardinals would make a 
comeback to tie the game at 49 points 
apiece with six minutes left to go in the 
game. The Cardinals were able to take 
advantage of its scoring from outside with 
a 50% shooting performance.

Ball State outscored the Eagles 44-
22 in the second half. The final score 
of the game was 64-55, in favor of the 
Cardinals. For the Eagles, Toure was the 
scoring leader with 16 total points. To go 
along with his scoring output, he hauled 
in eight rebounds. Following behind in 
scoring was Binelli with nine points, all 
coming from the 3-point line. He also 
pulled down three rebounds.

Junior guard Darion Spottsville 
added eight points and three rebounds. 
Groce scored seven points along with 
three rebounds and four assists. On the 
defensive end, junior Noah Morgan came 
away with three steals. Lastly, Yeikson 
Montero added two steals of his own and 

freshman Chris James recorded his first 
career block.

EMU was hoping to bounce back from 
the road loss versus Northern Illinois 
on Tuesday night but they were unable 
to do so. Binelli led the Eagles with 26 
points, five rebounds and one steal in the 
loss. Groce added 12 points, four assists 
and one rebound. EMU had two others 
score in double digits as Toure (11) and 
Spottsville (10) achieved the feat.

Eugene German was arguably the 
main reason why Northern Illinois was 
able to pull off the road victory. German 
scored a game-high 27 points to go along 
with four assists and four rebounds. He 
shot 50% from the field and 43.8% from 
3-point range. The Huskies also had two 
others score 15+ points as Tyler Cochran 
and Zaire Mateen did so.

The Eagles will return home to the 
Convocation Center on Saturday, Feb. 
29 on Senior Day versus the Central 
Michigan Chippewas. EMU has three 
regular season games remaining before 
the MAC Tournament begins on Monday, 
March 9. The regular season finale will 
take place on Friday, March 6 at Toledo.

EMU women’s track and field 
team wins MAC title, men’s 
team finishes in second
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan Eagles 
women’s track and field team earned first 
place at the 2020 MAC Indoor Track and 
Field Championships at Stile Athletics 
Field House in Akron. The EMU men’s 
track and field team finished in second 
place at the same event. The two teams 
combined to win seven events including 
both 60-meter hurdle races. 

In the women’s 60-meter dash final, 
Alyson Davis took home first place for the 
Eagles with a time of 7.50. Brittni Mason 
was just behind, finishing with a time of 
7.52. The Eagles got their third top-five 
finish of the event as Hanna Hearn took 
home fifth place as she came in at 7.60. 
Eastern Michigan’s dominance continued 
in the 60-meter hurdles final.

Alysse Wade won the event as she 
clocked in at 8.43. The next closest EMU 
athlete to was Brenna Cavanaugh, who 
earned fifth place with a time of 8.69. 
Angel Gazaway was just behind her, 
coming in at 8.70 which was good enough 

for sixth place. Quintella Johnson also 
earned first place for the Eagles in the high 
jump with a distance of 1.74 meters.Davis 
also earned one of the four awards that 
was announced. She won the women’s 
MAC Freshman Track Performer of the 
Year. The other three awards that were 
announced went to Connie Teaberry 
(Coach of the Year, Northern Illinois), 
Ashley Tutt (MVP, Northern Illinois) and 
Lillie Franks (Freshman Field Performer 
of the Year, Kent State). 

EMU finished in first place with 104 
points, while Northern Illinois was the 
only other team in striking distance with 
102 points. The rest of the standings were 
Ball State (77), Akron (72), Bowling 
Green (68), Toledo (60.5), Miami (60), 
Central Michigan (34), Buffalo (24), 
Ohio (14) and Western Michigan (14). 

In the men’s event, the Eagles won 
four separate events. The first was in the 
60-meter hurdles final. Devonte Findlay 
won the event for the Eagles with a time 
of 7.89 seconds. EMU also had one other 
top-10 finisher as Payne Wylie earned 
eighth place at 8.42 seconds. 

Owen Day was also one of the top 
performers at the championships as he 
won the 800-meter race and the one-mile 
run. Day finished in first place in the 
800-meter race with a time of 1:51.38. 
EMU had two other top-10 finishers 
in Derek Jones (1:52.55) and Roderic 
Wilson (1:56.64). Day also went on to 
win the mile run with a time of 4:06.86.

Baldvin Magnusson and Wilho 
Hautala finishes in fifth and sixth place, 
respectively in the mile race. Magnusson 
had a time of 4:10.10, while Hautala 
clocked in at 4:12.94. Magnusson’s 
day concluded with a victory in the 
3,000-meter run as he finished at 8:18.44. 
Hautala finished in fourth place in the 
same event with a time of 8:24.84. 

Despite the four victories, the Eagles 
finished in second place with a total of 
142 points. Akron ran away with the event 
with 165.50 points. Kent State (106), 
Buffalo (77.50) and Central Michigan 
(34) rounded out the top-five. Akron also 
dominated the awards as Dennis Mitchell 
and Demetrius Jackson won Coach of the 
Year and MVP, respectively.

CHARLES POST

 TY GROCE HANDLES THE BALL AGAINST BALL STATE AT THE CONVOCATION CENTER ON MARCH 7.

ADAM KARR
KEVIN SHUL WATCHES FROM THE DUGOUT VERSUS KENT STATE IN YPSILANTI ON 
APRIL 16.
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 480 Medium Previous solution - Easy

DARKEST OF EVIL | OWEN DAY HIJINX DETECTIVES | SARAH ZIMMER

PLAGUE H. DOCTOR | RAY BAKER LIL CHEEP | AMBERLY GASCON

7

#COLLEGESUPERHEROS | NICK M.
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