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ALEX KREPS
NEWS REPORTER

On Saturday, March 18, the 
International Student Association will 
be hosting Colors in Harmony, a cultural 
talent show highlighting diversity at 
Eastern Michigan University. 

The show will be held in the Student 
Center Auditorium from 7-9:30 p.m. and 
the performances will include traditional 
dance, folk songs, cultural fashion and 
much more. 

Winter 2023 marks the return of Colors 
in Harmony after a hiatus lasting two years 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Colors in Harmony started in 1999 
as an outlet for students to express their 
culture and talents through performance. 
The event is a way for students to connect 
and share parts of their culture that aren’t 
regularly displayed in day-to-day life. 
The show offers the community a way 
to engage with eachother and learn more 
about the many cultures that make up the 
backgrounds of EMU students. 

The Internation Students Association 
is a student organization made up of 
international and American students who 
are “interntionally minded” and strive 
to “solve problems” and create a “more 
globally sensetive environment” while 
contributing to “awareness of the diversity 
of EMU’s international students,” as stated 
on their LinkedIn page. 

Chotika Pitaktouyhan, who most know 
as Fah, is the president of the student 
organization. This years Color in Harmony 
will be her first both as member of the 
organization and as president. She hopes to 
“set the standard for next year’s e-board” 
in hopes that “they can do it better and 
continue our annual tradition” since this is 
her last term as president. 

“Colors In Harmony is one of ISA’s 
biggest events and at the same time, it is also 
our fundraiser of the year,” Pitaktouyhan 
said. “Well, I would say Colors in Harmony 
would have always been an annual event 
but due to Covid many restrictions made it 
quite impossible for us to have such a big 
event that would hold so many people in 
one space”.

Pitaktouyhan thanked the Office of 
International Students,  the Global Alumni, 
and the Center for Race and Ethnicity for 
sponsoring the organization and helping 
with the events expenses. The aid allows 
the association to reinvest all the funds 
raised back into their organization. 

“We have various types of performances 
including a traditional dance, some solo 
singing, some traditional instruments show 
and don’t forget about the traditional dress 
fashion show at the end,” Pitaktouyhan 
said.

This years Colors in Harmony is slated 
to be a great comeback for a beloved 
community staple, she said. 

Colors in Harmony set to 
return after lengthy hiatus

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

With Eastern Michigan University 
student body elections right around the 
corner, voters should know who their 
candidates are. 

University Communications will send 
an email before elections begin that directs 
students to a Google form that allows 
students to vote on the list of candidates 
from March 29-30th. 

There are currently two candidates for 
both president and vice president.  

Cedrick Charles and Louise 
Engohang 

Cedrick Charles is a junior double 
majoring in political science and 
economics. Currently, he serves as the 

student body vice president, news editor 
for The Eastern Echo, vice president of the 
National Black Law Student Association 
pre-law chapter, and a member of the EMU 
forensics team. 

“We believe that student government 
is truly for people it’s intended to serve: 
students. As such, we care about creating 
inclusive structures to promote true 
representation and engagement, especially 
for those who have been historically 
underrepresented or marginalized, and 
creating avenues for civic engagement,” 
Charles said. 

Louise Engohang is a sophomore 
double majoring in political science and 
philosophy. She is also a member of 
the EMU forensics team as well as the 
model U.N. team. Engohang currently 

serves as the senate 
parliamentarian for 
student government 
and the secretary of the 
National Black Law 
Student Association 
pre-law chapter.

“I joined student 
government because 
I wanted to give a 
voice to students on 
campus with opinions 
and concerns that 
deserve to be heard,” 
Engohang said. “As 
your vice president 
for the 2023-2024 
academic year, I 
would prioritize 
student success in all 
its aspects, placing a 
focus on affordability, 
accessibility, and 
engagement. In doing 
so, I hope to build a 
better and stronger 
EMU together!”

If elected as 
president and vice 

president, Charles and Engohang hope 
to bring about a plan called “Building 
Together,” which includes the following:  

•Affordability: EMU’s history 
and success has always been rooted in 
affordability for all of its students. Charles 
and Engohang firmly believe in maintaining 
an environment where all students can 
focus on education rather than a financial 
burden. 

•Sustainability: Building a sustainable 
environment is vital to improving the 
overall quality of students’ lives and 
preserving natural resources for future 
generations. Their campaign wants to 
place an emphasis on not only establishing 
community-based decision-making but 
doing so in a sustainable way. 

•Engagement: According to their 
campaign, “Building Together” means 
establishing a community everyone is 
proud of, which can only be achieved 
through productive and 
meaningful engagement with 
students. To create a better future, 
they look to more innovative 
ways of connecting with students. 

Syed Wasiuddin and 
Ameera Salman 

Wasiuddin is a junior majoring 
in biochemistry and is currently a 
senator in Student Government, 
national communications 
coordinator for EMU’s Resident 
Housing Association, chemistry 
supplemental instruction team 
leader, an EMU Honors College 
member, and a computational 
chemistry researcher on campus.

“As a STEM student running 
for student body president, I 
bring a unique perspective to 
the table that values data-driven 
decision-making and innovative 
solutions,” Wasiuddin said. “I 
have lived, worked, and paid 
tuition on campus for these last 
three years which has given me 

firsthand knowledge and experience of the 
issues and challenges facing students on 
and off campus. It’s time to use this and the 
input of our students to drive real change.”

Ameera Salman is a sophomore at EMU 
majoring in media studies and journalism 
with a minor in queer studies.

She currently serves as a senator in 
Student Government, vice president of 
Planned Parenthood Generation Action, 
and secretary of the Leftist Student 
Coalition. Salman also works for the 
Women’s Resource Center as a student 
assistant, and at the Eastern Echo as Cellar 
Roots editor-in-chief.

“I’m running to be vice president 
because I am excited by the opportunity 
to connect with fellow students and make 
this campus a place that suits the needs of 
everyone,” Salman said.  “Advocating for 
students is a crucial aspect of my college 
experience. I want to find the places where 

students are struggling, where they need 
support, and start there.”

Wasiuddin and Salman also have three 
focus areas for their campaign: 

•Engagement will look like surveying 
students to identify needs and feedback, 
increasing student organization awareness 
and utilization of Student Government as 
a resource and improving campus event 
times for commuters and residents.

•Growth will prioritize adding the 
telephone numbers of Counseling and 
Psychological Services and the Department 
of Public Safety to EID cards and increasing 
funding for CAPS, Swoop’s Food Pantry, 
and more campus resources.

•Inclusivity will promote the expansion 
of dining options for individuals with 
dietary restrictions and expand use of 
gender-inclusive language in university 
documentation.documentation's use of 
gender-inclusive language.

Meet the candidates for EMU Student 
Government president and vice president 

Ypsilanti City Council approves five permit 
appeals for marijuana dispensaries
AMEERA SALMAN
CELLAR ROOTS EIC

With an area of barely four and a 
half square miles, Ypsilanti is a prime 
example of packing a lot into not a 
lot of space. And when it comes to 
the cannabis industry—ever on the 
rise since the legalization of medical 
and recreational drug use in 2018—
the City is no stranger. 

Host to nearly a dozen 
dispensaries in its municipality, Ypsilanti 
officials have made efforts in the last 
several years to welcome new businesses 
while handling rising complaints of 
oversaturation. 

When the City first gave out permits for 
marijuana businesses, it was on a limited 
and competitive basis. This made the 
process cutthroat for developers looking 
to move to Ypsilanti. But that competition 
didn’t last for long.

“There was a concern from council, 
some citizens, and also planning commision 
about the number of licenses that were 
being issued,” says City Manager Frances 
McMullan. “We’re not granting any [more] 
licenses. We’ve put a pause, a moratorium, 
in place.” 

The most recent licenses were doled out 
before the moratorium was due for renewal 
in the new year. Several dispensaries in 
development did not receive a renewal for 
their business permit.

Their applications were denied due 

to their inability to meet all required 
guidelines in chapter seven of the Ypsilanti 
city ordinances. Outlining timeline 
restrictions and other requirements, chapter 
seven serves as the City’s framework for 
cannabis businesses coming to Ypsilanti. 

Although the city manager did not grant 
their permit renewal, an appeal process is 
in place to give businesses another chance 
to renew their permits. The appeal hearings 
were held at the Ypsilanti City Council 
meeting on Feb. 
28; all five appeals 
were granted.

The appeals 
process served as 
an opportunity for 
growth for city 
officials. “It kind 
of just opened 
our eyes to some 
deficiencies in the 
Ordinance that we 
can work on so 

this doesn’t happen again,” 
McMullan said. 

She wants to learn from 
this moment and refine the 
City’s marijuana permit laws 
to support developers and 
residents of Ypsilanti. 

Members of the Ypsilanti 
community play a major 
role in the development of 
the City. All new changes to 
city ordinances are proposed 
at public hearings with the 

opportunity for residents to speak their 
minds.

“The marijuana industry and the 
processes are constantly developing. I 
want to make this more of a team effort 
with us and the business," McMullan said. 
"We’re all trying to make this work for our 
community, and it doesn’t work the same 
for every community.”

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID REYES
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ERIN FLYNN
NEWS REPORTER

Every year on March 14, the world 
commemorates the mathematical constant 
known as pi. The holiday allows people to 
celebrate the infinite number, normally by 
eating pie. 

Founded in 1988 by physicist Larry 
Shaw, March 14 was chosen as Pi Day 
because of the numerical date (3.14). This 
date represents the first three digits of pi. 
Mathematicians and math lovers have for 
centuries celebrated pi, but the holiday 
didn’t become popular with the general 
public until the 21st century.

The day will be celebrated in many ways 
locally, on Eastern Michigan University’s 
campus, and in the Ypsilanti community. 

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, EMU’s 
Campus Life will give away free pizza 
vouchers for the Little Caesars food truck 
outside Pray-Harrold. 

“I believe Pi Day is a good opportunity 
for people to truly think about how 

important it is to have math – to have an 
appreciation for the subject and recognize 
how it relates to our everyday living,” Sara 
Bamrick, coordinator of engagement and 
activities for Campus Life, said. “It’s very 
beneficial to us, it literally constructs and 
builds the world around you.”

Last year, the campus organization got 
boxes of pizza and gave students free slices. 
This year, they wanted to collaborate with 
the Little Caesars truck, allowing students 
to grab their “hot and ready” pizzas and a 
drink. 

Venturing outside of campus, the city of 
Ypsilanti is also having Pi Day celebrations. 

Ypsilanti’s Meals on Wheels is joining 
the Pi Day celebration with their annual 
Pint and Pie event Tuesday from 12-9 p.m. 
It’s an all-day event where, for just $14, 
supporters can enjoy a slice of pie or other 
delicious treats, along with a beverage of 
their choosing. 

The options range from sweet to 
savory, including gluten-free and dairy-free 
options.

“For each slice and pint we sell, 

YMOW takes enough home to provide two 
nutritious meals to a local senior,” Dannielle 
Murphy, Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels team 
member, said. “All of our delicious treats 
were donated by local bakeries including 
Zingermans, Ypsi Co-Op, Terry Bakery, 
Rumi’s Passion, and Czechbox Bakery. We 
are very excited to be back at the Corner 
Brewery!”

Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels provides 
nutritious meals, social contact, and other 
services to the homebound elderly, ill, 
and disabled in Washtenaw County. This 
allows them to enjoy healthier, safer, and 
more independent lives. Their vision is 
to build a community where every senior 
feels nourished, valued, and supported. The 
organization has held many Pie and Pint 
events over the years, but they’ve added 
something new this year. 

“This year, we’ve added something 
new to our Pie and Pint activities,” Murphy 
said. “A Dungeons & Dragons game with 
a quest tied to YMOW’s mission to get 
essential supplies to those in need.”

The game starts at 6 p.m. and will 

be live-streamed on YouTube (@
ypsilantimealsonwheels2666) and the 
event website. 

Audience members online and at the 
Corner Brewery can play along by making 
donations to influence the players’ path in 
the game. Players can boost their heroes 
in challenges and even aid the bad guys to 
complicate the hero’s mission. The game 
features well-known local personalities 
like Angel Vanas of Star Studio and Mike 
Patino of the Tipsy Ypsi Paint Studio.

Murphy and the YMOW staff encourage 
the public and EMU students to celebrate 
and support a good cause on Pi Day.

“EMU has found a lot of ways to 
support YMOW over the years, and 
we always welcome EMU students for 
volunteer opportunities and internships,” 
Murphy said. “When you throw in pie, a 
chance to make a positive impact on your 
neighbors, and a chance to have a little fun 
in the process, I think that’s a good reason 
for anyone to attend.”

Pi Day festivities on campus and in Ypsilanti 

LAYLA MCMURTRIE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

While the art program itself is relatively 
small at Eastern Michigan University, the 
more niche group of students in the field 
of art education is even smaller. Kennede 
Thomas, a senior art student at Eastern, 
said that while this can sometimes make 
her feel alone, it also makes her feel special 
and unique. 

Due to her mix of passion for both 
children and art, Thomas is studying K-12 
visual art education and plans to student 
teach in the area before graduating at the 
end of the fall 2023 semester. 

“I’ve always been that person who 
wanted to hold a baby, who was always 
babysitting, and also I found my love of 
the arts pretty young,” she said. “One of 
my favorite art teachers in high school 
suggested art education.” 

Thomas’ passion for art really began 
her ninth grade year while attending a 
performing arts high school in Ohio. 

While Thomas has had to work with 
three-dimensional forms of art like 
sculpting and ceramics for her degree, she 
is more of a two-dimensional artist who 
loves to paint and draw. 

“For the longest time in high school 
I was an oil painter, but now I’m kind 
of transitioning into acrylic paint and 
gouaches and watercolor,” Thomas said. 
“I fell in love with oil paint my freshman 
year of high school as well because of the 
pigments and the fluidity, and the elasticity 
and like I didn’t know this at the time 
but with oil paint you can use all types of 
tools.” 

Art doesn’t always have a deeper 
meaning and is often left up for 
interpretation from the viewer, but Thomas 
often ventures out into meaningful topics 
with her pieces. 

“Since my junior year of high school, 
I started creating content around my 
Black identity, my Black womanhood, my 
Black femininity. Those pieces were more 
celebratory,” she said. “I’ve gotten more 
into controversial artworks that have a 
stance that still celebrates me as a person, 
but bites back a little bit.” 

One of her most recent paintings for a 
class features a Barbie doll and a Bratz doll, 
where the Barbie is altered to look more 
like the Bratz doll. 

“Those two dolls are representative of 
how in our culture today, a lot of white 
women are biting off of Black beauty 
without crediting the source,” Thomas said. 

The EMU artist believes that having 
these conversations is important, whether 
the art reaches a large audience or is only 
seen by her classmates. 

“There’s talks about it in the art world 
or just in standard social media and 
everything, but I think it’s important for 
marginalized people to let you know what 
you’re doing, to hold people accountable 
basically,” she said. “I also think that art 
can be art for arts sake. I don’t always make 
art surrounded by my identity, but it’s easy 
to create content based off what you know.” 

Another piece of Thomas’ art that she 
would deem her favorite is titled “Good 
and Bad Hair,” an oil painting inspired by a 

collage she did her sophomore year of 
college. 
“That piece was like a poke at the Black 

community having divisive adjectives 
of what’s good hair and what’s bad hair. 
Usually good hair comes with being a light 
skin girl and having curlier, finer hair and 
then bad hair is like the kinky, coiler hair,” 
Thomas said. “Neither one is bad or good, 
it’s hair. You want healthy hair and that’s 
something that piece kind of talks about 
in it’s collage, representations of different 
types of hair textures and different hair 
styles.” 

The 18 by 24 inch work of art was 
created on a wood panel featuring images of 
a girl with different hairstyles to represent 
the beauty in all of them. 

“I just love being a Black person because 
the versatility with our hair is amazing,” 
Thomas said. “Last week I had box braids, 
now I have a silk press and it’s like I love 
how we can change our appearance and it 
be what it is.” 

As of now, Thomas said that her main 
focus is on applying the skills she has 
learned the past 10 years to foster self-
success, and perfecting her craft. When it 

comes to big accomplishments with her 
art, she said that improving as an artist is 
the biggest of all, along with working with 
youth as an art educator at summer camps. 

“Getting to spark inspiration in my 
students and just watch them to blossom 
into young little artists, that’s another 
reason why I love being an art educator,” 
Thomas said. “Art is such a personal way 
of self expression that if you’re a part of it, 
it’s just like wow.” 

Short term, Thomas’ dream career 
would be to teach in an elementary school 
setting, but she does plan on also getting a 
master’s in K-12 administration to allow 
her to be an art director or curriculum 
coordinator later down the line. 

Noticing that arts programs often 
don’t get the attention deserved and are 
sometimes the first to be cut in school 
systems, a bigger goal of hers would be 
to open an art center for disenfranchised 
youth. 

“Having programs like that where 
students feel like they can express 
themselves artistically is important,” 
Thomas said. 

At EMU, the art program is fairly 
small, but multiple art students at the 
university have said that they love the 
small community of peers and professors 
nonetheless. 

“I know a lot of students generally in 
college have one or two professors that 
they aren’t really crazy about or don’t get 
along with, but since day one I’ve had 
great relationships with all my professors,” 
Thomas said.  

She also said that the fact that other 
art education students are few and far 
between can be hard and that she has never 
had another art educator in her education 
courses. On the other hand, this makes her 
feel unique and like she can be the voice 
for the art education community at the 
university. 

One way she has begun doing this is 
with the new student chapter of the National 
Art Education Association recently opened 
at EMU, which Thomas is a co-president 
of alongside fellow art education student 
Sarah Shafi.

The goal of the organization is to 
educate people on art education, a field that 
Thomas thinks that anyone interested in 
should do. 

“If you love children and you have a 
passion for the arts and you wanna make a 
difference, I say go for it,” she said. 

Thomas recognized the challenges of 
teaching as well, including having to deal 
with administration, curriculum writing, 
lesson planning and more, much of which 
she didn’t know about until entering the 
education program.   

Thomas feels that if she could go back 
to her freshman year, she would add a 
greater social aspect to her time at EMU 
earlier on, and encourages every student 
to get out on campus, meet people, and 
participate in events. 

“Don’t be shy to go out there and 
experience what college has to offer, these 
are free events most of the time,” Thomas 
said. “You can create lasting friendships 
and I would say make it count, make it 
happen.”and I would say make it count, 
make it happen."

Women in Art at EMU: 
Kennede Thomas

VICTORIA SMITH 
COPY EDITOR

Women in Leadership Panel - March 
13

The Women’s Resource Center and 
the University Advising and Career 
Development Center are hosting a panel in 
which women panelists will discuss their 
career journeys that led to positions of 
leadership. Panelists will consist of Jenita 
Moore, Dr. Doris Fields, Dr. Bia Hamed, 
Nicole Brown, Dr. Jennifer Avery, LaTasha 
Goodall, and Kiana Wenzell. The panel 
will run from 6-7 p.m. in Room 310AB of 
the Student Center, and the registration link 
can be found on the Women’s Resource 
Center’s Instagram.

Pi Day - March 14
To celebrate Pi Day, Campus Life will 

be distributing free mini pies and pizza-pie 
coupons from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. outside of 
Pray-Harrold.

Financial Literacy Night - March 15
Student Government will be presenting 

two lectures titled “Life After Graduation” 
and “Make Money, Make Money” from 
6-8 p.m. in the Student Center Auditorium, 
and food will be provided.

Mocktail Read & Sip - March 16
The Center of Race and Ethnicity and 

Sistas That Care will be continuing their 
discussion regarding “The Pain We Carry” 
by Natalie Gutierrez. With mocktails 
available, the event will take place from 6-8 
p.m. in Room 270 of the Student Center.

Eagle Con - March 16
Campus Life will be hosting Eagle Con. 

With student-led organizations convening 
to host games and activities, there will be 
giveaways, contests, and snacks. The event 
will run from 7-10 p.m. on the second floor 
of the Student Center in ballrooms A and B.

“Waking Up!” - March 17-19
EMU Theatre will begin its run of 

“Waking Up!” a devised theatre piece 
directed by Cameron Prevatte. This 
production delves into caring for oneself 
in a world of change. Showtimes are on 
March 17-18 at 7 p.m. and on March 19 at 
2 p.m. All productions will take place at the 
Sponberg Theatre, and admission is $10.

Colors in Harmony - March 18
Presented by the International Student 

Association and the Center of Race and 
Ethnicity, Colors in Harmony highlights 
the culture and tradition of EMU students 
and alumni. The event will consist of a 
tradition dance, a cultural fashion show, 
a folk song, a cultural show, and more. 
Taking place 7-9:30 p.m. in the Student 
Center Auditorium, tickets cost $10 and 
can be purchased at the Student Center 
ticket booth or online.

What's 
the move 
at EMU? 
March
13-19
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JOUD BAMEHRIZ
OPINIONS EDITOR

After hearing the title and seeing 
the poster for the movie "Unlocked," 
viewers are given a basic idea of what it's 
about; however, they wouldn't expect the 
interesting turn of events that happens.

Synopsis:
 "Unlocked" is a Netflix production that 

was released on Feb. 17. The movie focuses 
on a girl named Lee Na-Mi played by South 
Korean actress Chun Woo-Hee. When Lee 
Na-Mi loses her phone it is brought back 
to her by Oh Joon-Yeong, played by Im Si-
wan. Surprisingly, the guy who finds her 
phone is a fugitive, a murderer, and also 
a hacker. Lee Na-Mi gets her phone back, 
but she is unknowingly being stalked by 
the hacker who starts to track her every 
move. Things get more complicated at the 
end when he starts trying to complete his 
deadly mission.

Movie's Highs:
This movie feels like a message 

regarding awareness since we live in a 
world where phones are essential, but not 
many people know how the exact phone 
can be turned against them. Generally, 
this movie was a successful attempt at 
spreading awareness about the downsides 
of technology. 

Also, the movie had an interesting 
mixture of drama and suspense, which 
isn't something I often see. There were 
many emotional scenes regarding the main 
character's relationships and family. On the 
contrary, there were also many action and 
crime scenes where the investigators were 
trying to catch the criminal. 

Movie's Lows:
The movie seemed too educational, 

which makes it less enjoyable. Moreover, 
two hours for such a simple message felt 
too long. There weren't enough actors 
involved either as there were only three or 
four main characters. 

Lastly, the storyline reached a point 
where everything became confusing, and 
I could not decipher what was going on.

Another thing that some viewers might 
not like is that the movie contained many 
scenes that weren't relevant to the main 
storyline. For instance, the police were 
always on the move and finding bodies 
that were thrown around, which I found 
confusing because they never explained 
how that relates to the main story.

Summary:
The movie seemed interesting, but that 

was lost by the end of the film. It contained 
many emotional and action scenes, but 
the movie as a whole was confusing. It 
is not an ideal movie to spend two hours 
watching.

I rate this movie a 4 out of 10 

'Unlocked' 
is a mixture 
of suspense, 
crime, and 
drama

CAITLIN MICHAEL
COLUMNIST

Singer-songwriter Gracie Abrams 
released her debut album “Good Riddance” 
on Feb. 24, diving deep into the musician’s 
relationship life, mental health, and self-
accountability in a beautiful way. 

The entire album, which has a mix of 
pop and rhythm and blues sound, was 
written by Abrams and produced by Aaron 
Dessner. 

The album starts off with a strike to 
the heart with the song “Best.” The lyrics 
describe being in a relationship where the 
other person cares more than you. The 
song talks about constantly praying for 
your partner’s downfall so they leave the 
relationship without you having to break 
things off. The song reflects on how cruel 
that is to do to someone with Abrams 
admitting, “I never was the best to you” in 
the lyrics. 

Her second track, “I Know It Won’t 
Work,” was released 
with a music video 
the night the album 
dropped. The music 
video is filled with 
dark aesthetics as 
Abrams takes us 
through her feelings 
of wanting to be with 
someone again, but 
knows it will not work 
due to how things 
ended. 

Track four, titled 
“Where Do We Go 
Now?” was the second 
single released for this 
album. It is one of the 
more fast-paced songs 
in an album filled 

with slow, sad songs. The song expresses 
Abrams’ confusion on how she did not see 
the warning signs in a past relationship 
and simply asks, “where do we go now?” 
The song is a big question for Abrams on 
whether she should start fresh or continue 
to be in this toxic relationship. 

“Amelie,” track seven, is arguably one 
of the softest, gentlest, and most heartfelt 
songs Abrams has ever released. It was 
the third single off the album and can be 
seen as a coming-out letter to Abrams fans. 
The song reminisces on an interaction 
Abrams had with the mystery girl Amelie. 
The lyrics express confusion, desperation, 
and longing for this girl. Abrams cannot 
decipher if this interaction was a dream or 
not and is stuck wondering why this left 
such an impact on her.

The first single Abrams released for 
this album is titled “Difficult.” It has a 
similar tune to “Where Do We Go Now?” 
with its upbeat rhythm. The song can best 
be described as a happy beat with soul-
crushing lyrics. 

Abrams does not hold back from being 
vulnerable with her listeners. 

Part of the chorus states “I hope I wake 
up invisible / I’d be someone no one knows 
/ I guess I’m just difficult,” with the bridge 
following “I’ve been drinking and staying 
up too late reliving bad decisions / I thought 

eventually my ranting here would fix it / I 
really think sometimes there’s something 
here that I’m missing.” 

This song is one of fans’ favorites with 
over 13 million streams on Spotify. 

There is one happy song on this album 
and it is ironically called “The Blue.” The 
song talks about Abrams finding someone 
new who appreciates her and loves her. She 
expresses her feelings towards this person 
and how they helped her “come out of the 
blue.” 

The album ends with a song called 
“Right Now.” It is a nearly six-minute 
heartbreaking song where Abrams reflects 
on her truest self:

“I’m so high but can’t look down / Left 
my past life on the ground / Think I’m more 
alive somehow… I’m so tired but can’t sit 
down / What if this is it for now?... I feel 
like myself right now.” 

This song is a great closer for the project 
because it finally speaks on what Abrams 
has been talking about throughout the 
whole album: the feeling of floating, being 
homesick, and reaching out for something 
that is unattainable. 

This album might take listeners through 
so many emotions. When listening to this 
album, please bring tissues and take breaks 
if needed. The lyrics are heavy but worth it. 

I rate “Good Riddance” a 9 out of 10. 

Gracie Abrams’ debut album is 
filled with soul crushing songs

MARIE WHITE
CONTENT EDITOR

‘Scream VI’ is for the people who 
love and want to continue the franchise.
Scream is one of my favorite franchises, so 
I obviously had to see this film, but it felt 
anticlimactic. While it wasn’t predictable, 
it wasn’t surprising.

Synopsis
The four survivors of the latest 

Woodsboro murders move to New York for 
a fresh start in college. However there new 
start becomes a blood bath when a new 
killer begins a rampage through the city.

Starring Jenna Ortega as Tara carpenter, 
Melissa Barrera as Sam carpenter, 
Courtney Cox as Gale Weathers and 
Hayden Panettiere as Kirby Reed.

What I loved 
The music. The soundtrack for this film 

fit so well it had me tapping my toes the 
entire time. It was hits from one scene to 
another that contuined into the credits. In 
this film the music just makes it that much 
more captivating and half the reason you 
want to keep watching.

The setting. I really enjoyed that we 
had a scene change and it really changed 
what the plot could bring to us. I wish it 
would’ve played into the New York a lot 
more, but from riding subways to busy 
streets, it still gives you a different feel 
from Woodsboro.

For an Honorable Mention the nostalgia 
factor of it all. While in some ways it hurt 
it self in the way of nostalgia, but I just I 
can’t stop loving it when old characters and 
themes are brought back and it truly brings 
you back to the films and characters you 
love.

What I didn’t love 
The predictability of it all. I wouldn’t 

say I 100% knew what was going to happen 
overall, but in the last Scream movie we 
discussed the idea of franchise for alot of 
the movie and it just happened again this 
movie but worse. I think bringing the idea 
of the old films and stab movies makes 
Scream what it is, but when you keep going 
on it on it just loses that feeling.

I wasn’t really attached to anything. I 
wasn’t really scared, grossed out or excited 
throughout the film. It had a decent plot and 
I wanted to keep watching but it just felt 
like something was missing the entire time. 
I don’t even know what more would’ve 
made it better, but falling back on old ideas 
(reliability) didn’t really help the movie.

Verdict 
I think I will always have a soft spot for 

Scream films so I will contuine to watch 
them as they come out no matter what. 
While the previous Scream was great this 
one definitely took a step in the wrong 
direction. I liked a lot of the film, but it was 
missing that spark that makes a Scream 
movie amazing.

I give ‘Scream VI’ a 7 out of 10.

'Scream VI' plays on predictability

KASPER MIELKE
COLUMNIST

Nowadays, it is hard to avoid some of 
the most classic songs by artists that have 
been categorized as “emo.” Even though it 
has been about 17 years, people still stop 
dead in their tracks when they hear a G 
note, or they might still write sins instead 
of tragedies. 

It does not matter the demographic, 
emo bands have had an impact on everyone 
involved. 

However, sometimes these classics are 
the only songs they know from bands like 
My Chemical Romance or Fall Out Boy. 
Both of those bands are still relatively 
active in the music scene, but some of their 
glory days are still overlooked. 

Here are some of my favorite underrated 
songs by popular emo bands: 

“Disenchanted” - My Chemical 
Romance (2006)

“The Black Parade” is considered one 
of the most legendary rock albums of the 
generation. If it weren’t, no one would get 
whiplash from hearing a simple note on a 
piano. The record is full of expertly written 
songs, but “Disenchanted” still seems to be 
brushed over. 

It is one of a few ballads on the record 
just before the true end, and it is seriously 
underrated compared to a lot of things My 
Chemical Romance has done. 

“Disenchanted” is about the ongoing 
theme of death in the record, and the title 
suggests that the person on their deathbed 
is quite disappointed with what his life 
was like. Gerard Way’s vocals capture this 

perfectly, and it is a crime that this song is 
not talked about nearly as much. 

 “I’ve Got A Dark Alley And A Bad 
Idea That Says You Should Shut Your 
Mouth” - Fall Out Boy (2005)

Fall Out Boy is one of the most well-
known rock bands of our time, and the 
record “From Under The Cork Tree” is 
no exception. However, if one takes a 
minute to read all the stupidly long titles 
throughout the forty-minute runtime, one 
would find this masterpiece. 

This song is about not feeling right in 
one’s own body. Everyone is taught to fall 
in line throughout their entire life, no matter 
how uncomfortable it is to be in that status 
quo. Fall Out Boy is no stranger to topics 
such as this, but this is one song where it 
hits the hardest. Musically, it is one of the 
most mellow of their discography. 

“Save You” - Simple Plan (2008) 
This could go for the entirety of Simple 

Plan’s self-titled record, but this song in 
particular is very gut-wrenching. Most 
people know this band for songs off their 
first record such as “I’m Just a Kid” or 
“Addicted.” Though both very catchy and 
deserving of those spots, “Save You” gives 
another side of the band. 

Similar to the first song on this list, this 
song is about someone on their deathbed, 
but from the perspective of a loved one. In 
the music video, they actually have a bunch 
of real people who have or have had cancer. 
It drives the point home. This ballad of a 
song deserves more airtime than it has been 
given. 

Emo artists are among the most well-
known artists of the century, and to them, 
we can say “thanks for the memories.”

Underrated songs from famous emo bands
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AARON HUGHES
MANAGING EDITOR

Established by rapper J. Cole, 
Dreamville Records is the most exciting 
collective in music currently. After 
releasing a collaboration mixtape at the end 
of 2022, Dreamville now soundtracks the 
revered new movie “Creed III.” 

Considering what this group has done 
in the past decade, it is hard not to be in 
awe. 

Members
To start, Dreamville has a deep roster 

of talented creatives. The founder, J. 
Cole himself, has been a staple in the rap 
community for over a decade, releasing 
classic albums and winning a handful of 
awards in that time. 

Following him, Atlanta rapper JID is 
seen as a future star in hip-hop, already 
having over 20 million monthly listeners. 

Ari Lennox is another great addition 
to the label, one of the leading sounds of 
rhythm and blues who has accumulated 
fame from projects like “Shea Butter 
Baby” and “Age/Sex/Location.” 

Other members include the talented 
Earthgang, Bas, Lute, Omen, and Cozz.  

Music
Not including their solo work, 

Dreamville has produced some of the 
best collective projects of this generation. 
The best of their work, “Revenge of the 
Dreamers III,” featured hit songs such as 
“Under the Sun,” “Middle Child,” “Costa 
Rica,” and “Down Bad.” 

Other collaboration projects include 
two other installations of “Revenge of the 
Dreamers,” “D-Day: A Gangsta Grillz 
Mixtape,” and multiple singles. 

More recently, the group collaborated 
with Michael B. Jordan and the rest of 
the Rocky franchise to soundtrack “Creed 

III.” Similar to 
the rest of their 
work, this project 
is high-quality and 
collaborative.

Festivals
The label 

also went above 
and beyond by 
hosting an annual 
Dreamville festival 
in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Since 
starting in 2018, the 
Dreamville Festival 
has been one of the 
largest events in the 
state and has become 
a huge positive as it 
draws some of the 
best artists from hip-
hop, R&B, and more 
recently, afro-beats. 

As a Black-
owned music 
festival, it has 
become a diverse 
cultural hotspot that 
hosts independently-
owned businesses, 
m u r a l i s t s , 
merchants, and other 
organizations 

As it takes place 
in J. Cole’s home 
state, he uses this 
opportunity to shine 
a light on the area. 

For 2023’s upcoming festival, artists 
such as Drake, Burna Boy, Summer 
Walker, and Usher will join the Dreamville 
team for the two-day event. . 

Summary
Of course, this label is active in many 

other ways, for example, the Dreamville 

Foundation or even sports and apparel 
collaborations. In the history of hip-hop, 
there have been few collectives or labels to 
sustain this type of success. 

With a young and growing roster and an 
innovative leader like J. Cole, Dreamville 
will continue to be one of the best in the 
music industry.

J.Cole's label Dreamville Records 
continues to go above and beyond

SYDNEY BROWN
COLUMNIST 

The remake for “House Party” made 
millions at the box office and is now 
streaming. This remake deviates from 
the original, making it feel like a new 
experience in a world full of remakes that 
provide a repetitive experience.

Synopsis
In this seemingly modern retelling, two 

best friends, Kevin and Damon, throw a 
house party. This is done both for social 
media clout and to fund schooling for 
Kevin’s daughter. Using LeBron James’ 
house as the venue and his social contacts 
as paying guests, they are sure that they 
will get rich and famous quickly. Besides, 
what could go wrong? 

The answer is shocking, unexpected, 
and something that everyone needs to 
experience for themselves.

Highs
This comedic film is exactly that. The 

characters are absolutely hilarious, and I 
never thought I’d hear someone threaten 
to remove someone else’s eyebrows 
with a lawnmower, however, I’m not 
disappointed. 

The movie is a rollercoaster, leaving 
viewers asking “what just happened?” 
which the characters also ask themselves 
and those around them. When something 
a little bit emotional happens, something 
hysterical often precedes or follows it.

While there are a lot of unreasonable 
things that the characters do, the story 
doesn’t excuse a fair chunk of them. 
There are typically consequences for 
the sometimes dangerous actions of the 
characters, even if it isn’t to the caliber that 
one would expect. 

The cameos in the movie are also 
incredibly enjoyable. Even if only for a few 
seconds, seeing Snoop Dogg, Wiz Khalifa, 
and LeBron James was memorable. The 

dialogues that celebrity guests like LeBron 
James and Kid Cudi have are unexpected 
in unbelievably humorous ways.

Lows
The exact rollercoaster that I enjoyed is 

maybe not something that everyone would 
enjoy. I would not recommend this movie 
if you prefer plot over character. 

Numerous things happen throughout 
the movie that doesn’t contribute to 
the plot, just the comedy genre. This is 
something that you’d want to watch when 
you’re too exhausted to think and need a 
laugh to take the edge off of your day. 

Another low would be the perpetual 
sexualization of women and the usage of 
cardboard women characters, but it’s a 
party movie, so that’s to be expected.

Overall
“House Party” has earned a 6.5 out of 

10 rating from me. I tend to prefer plot, but 
great for a night I need to just laugh. I could 
easily see myself re-watching this film and 
chuckling all the time.

'House Party' is a great 
remake for a night in

looking for another way to stay up to date?
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DESTINY JENKINS-JONES
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University’s 
women’s basketball team (15-15, 7-11 
MAC) fell in the first round of the Mid-
American Conference tournament to the 
number two seed, Bowling Green State 
University, 70-36, on March 8, inside 
Cleveland’s Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse. 

Wednesday’s matchup marked the 75th 
overall meeting between the Eagles and 
the Falcons. With EMU and BGSU’s nine 
MAC tournament matchups, BGSU takes 
a 6-3 lead over the Eagles. Both teams have 
met twice in the semifinals as the Falcons 
won both games in 2005 and 2007.

The opening round marks the 54th time 
EMU has played in the MAC tournament. 
As they entered this year as the number 
seven seed, the Eagles are 4-5 in the MAC 
tournament with Head Coach Fred Castro.

Sophomore Tayra Eke led the Eagles 
in the contest with 11 points, four assists, 
and two blocks as Senior Irekpitan Ozzy-
Momodu added 10 points. LaChelle Austin 
tallied eight points, five assists, and three 

steals to lead the Eagles.
Austin and freshman Olivia Smith 

both scored a three-pointer beyond the arc. 
Smith’s three records her 51st season mark 
from the three-point line and retains her 
team-leader status in made-triples. 

EMU’s defense played well forcing 14 
BGSU turnovers and turning them into 10 
points. 

In the first quarter, EMU scored 14 
of its 36 total points. BGSU had a 35-15 
advantage over the Eagles by halftime.

The Eagles started to cut into the deficit 
ending the third quarter with a 45-26 
disadvantage. The Eagles scored eight of 
their 11 points in the paint. 

EMU could not pick up the pace 
ultimately losing 70-36 to BGSU. With the 
tough loss, the Eagles still scored three fast 
break points.

BGSU would go on to the championship 
round before eventually losing to the 
number one seeded University of Toledo.

With the 2022-23 season now officially 
over, the Eastern Michigan University 
women’s basketball team sets its sights on 
the off-season. 

EMU women’s basketball 
end season with MAC lossNewlyn Stephenson 

only Eagle to earn 
All-American honors

CODY ALMASY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
baseball team began its Mid-American 
Conference campaign on Friday, March 
10, when the Eagles met the University 
of Akron Zips for a three-game series on 
Skeeles Field in Akron, Ohio. The Eagles 
(8-5, 2-1 MAC) won their fifth and sixth 
consecutive games on Friday and Saturday 
before seeing the win streak snapped on 
Sunday when the team dropped a tough 
battle to the Zips (5-9, 2-1 MAC) in extra 
innings. 

Despite the setback to end the weekend, 
EMU picked up a series win to start 
conference play for the first time since the 
2017 season and has won six of it’s last 
seven games.

Leading the offense for the Eagles 
was graduate student, Matt Kirk, as the 
2022 MAC Player of the Year continues 
to impress in his encore season. Kirk 
produced two doubles and two runs batted 
in during five hits on 13 trips to the plate 
of the weekend (.385). Kirk’s performance 
was highlighted by two home runs in 
Saturday’s 8-3 victory over the Zips. 

Additionally, junior Cory Taylor 
continued his offensive emergence while 
adding two more home runs, a double, and 
five RBIs on four total hits in 10 at-bats 
(.400).

The series was relatively competitive 
from start to finish and game one was no 
exception. EMU had to score runs in seven 
different innings, to secure an 8-7 victory 
over Akron where the Eagles needed all the 
offense available. Sophomore Josh Kross 
paced the Eagles’ bats, going two for five 
at the plate while producing a home run, 
a double, and two RBIs. Both Kross and 
Taylor hit home runs during their first trips 
to the plate.

Senior right-handed pitcher Luke 
Russo picked up his third win of the season 
coming out of the bullpen. Russo threw 3.2 
innings, giving up two earned runs on three 
hits and two walks while striking out six, 

including three in the ninth to protect the 
victory for his team.

Game two was all Eagles as EMU 
would score early and often to coast to an 
8-3 win over Akron on Saturday.

Right-handed junior Adam Falinski got 
the start and the win for the Eagles as he 
struck out four Zips while giving up two 
earned runs off three hits and four walks. 
Junior Bobby Jones put together a solid 
performance from the mound as well, 
striking out three Akron batters while 
allowing only one earned run on four hits 
and no walks.

Kirk provided the offense, producing 
his first multi-home run outing of 2023, 
on three hits during his five at-bats he also 
batted three runners. Taylor matched Kirk’s 
offensive production with one swing of the 
bat as a three-run blast helped the Eagles to 
a 4-0 lead. That home run was sandwiched 
between two Kirk home runs in the first 
and second innings that ultimately gave 
EMU a 6-0 cushion. 

The Zips would score three runs from 
the fourth to sixth innings before the Eagles 
padded the lead with two more runs in the 
seventh and cruised to the 8-3 win.

Game three saw the six-game win streak 
for EMU grind to a halt after a comeback 
effort helped the Eagles tie the game 4-4 
and force extra innings, but ultimately 
falling short in the tenth frame, 6-5, as the 
Zips avoided the series sweep.

Junior right-handed pitcher Nick 
Chittum got the nod to start and was the 
overall standout player for the Eagles in 
Sunday’s series finale. Chittum struck out a 
2023 team-best eight batters in 5.1 innings 
pitched while giving up two runs on four 
hits and two walks. 

Offensively, EMU was led by Taylor 
while he went a perfect two for two at the 
plate and produced a double and an RBI. 

Up next, the Eagles will continue on 
its MAC slate with a return home for an 
intrastate conference series with rival 
Western Michigan University. The first 
pitch of the three-game series is set for 
Friday, March 17, at 3:05 p.m. in Robert J. 
Bobb Stadium at Hyames field. 

EMU baseball team continues 
hot streak; Eagles start MAC 
schedule with 2-1 series victory

CHANDLER DONCKERS
SPORTS REPORTER

In their regular-season finale, the 
Eastern Michigan University gymnastics 
team hosted Bowling Green State 
University inside the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center on Sunday, March 
12. With a season-best and final score of 

195.800 overall, the Eagles just edged over 
the Falcons’ 195.250 points.

EMU came out on top for points in 
the uneven parallel bars and floor exercise 
events. Both of these were capped by 
career-high performances from junior 
Raisa Boris, who would ultimately lead the 
all around results with 39.350 individual 
points. 

In addition to the victory, the Eagles 

also celebrated their seven seniors: Hadyn 
Crossen, Arileyah Harris, Hannah Hartung, 
Corey Melcher, Molly Parris, Mickayla 
Stuckey, and Mayleigh Vanderbeek, for 
Senior Night. 

This coming weekend, the team will 
travel to Kent, Ohio, for the 2023 MAC 
Championships at Kent State on Saturday, 
March 18, at 2 p.m. 

EMU gymnastics sees slim victory over 
Bowling Green State in regular season finale

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

The University of New Mexico hosted 
the 2023 NCAA Indoor Track & Field 
Championship on Friday, March 10, at the 
Albuquerque Convention Center in New 
Mexico. 

Among athletes competing was Eastern 
Michigan University senior Newlyn 
Stephenson, the only Eagle present at the 
event.

Stephenson is the first thrower from 
EMU’s track and field program to compete 
in the weight throw event three times on the 
national level.

In 2021, he placed 16th with a toss 
of 19.32m and in 2022 with a throw of 
21.52m, he placed 11th.

To end his indoor track and field career, 
the Indiana native placed seventh in the 
weight throw event on Friday with his best 
throw being 22.32 meters, earning him 
United States Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association First Team 
All-American honors for the first time.

Now that that indoor season has 
officially concluded, EMU is scheduled to 
begin their outdoor season on March 17 at 
the Black and Gold Invitational hosted by 
the University of Central Florida.
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PASSING BY A STRANGER | AMY LIN
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 638 Tough Previous solution - Medium

MII PROBLEMS | RYLEE CURLEY


