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CARMEN CHENG
COLUMNIST

Shrimp Flavours, an Indian restaurant 
that serves authentic curries, biryanis, and 
tandoori items, recently opened in Ypsilanti 
at 529 W Cross St. 

I bought my first bowl of curry from 
Shrimp Flavours on a lab day this winter. 
When I tasted the first spoon from their 
chicken Tikka Masala, its authentic spices 
and savory texture really warmed me up. 
All of their curry meals come with a bowl 
of basmati rice cooked with cinnamon sticks, 
cumin, and other herbs. I really recommend 
adding two pieces of garlic naan to enjoy 
both the “mix and dip” experience with their 
curries. 

Syed Quadri, originally from Hyderabad, 
India, is the owner of Shrimp Flavours. 

“I traveled around the US for business 
purposes, and I found there is no authentic 
Indian restaurant in between Ann Arbor and 
Farmington Hills. There are a lot of different 
choices of food in Ypsilanti, but no Indian 
food,” said Syed. “EMU has a very diverse 
population which are open to trying different 
cuisines, also there are a lot of international 
students from India, I would really like to 
serve them the taste from home.”

Shrimp Flavours’ most popular dishes 
include Chicken Tikka Masala, Palak 
Paneer, Aloo Gobi, Bagare Baingan, and 
Tandoori chicken, all of which are all the 
most common dishes in India with a history 
of over 100 years.

“Most of the spices and ingredients 
for the curries are directly imported from 
India,” said Syed. “We also buy our meat, 
dairy products, and vegetables from local 
farmers.”

There are more than 20 types of different 
traditional Indian curries you can choose 
from Shrimp Flavours’ menu, with various 
combinations of chicken, vegetables, cottage 
cheese, or lamb. Customers can order with 
different levels of spiciness from mild, 
medium to spicy.

If you prefer the fried rice texture mixed 
with curries, you can try their Hyderabad 
famous dish biryanis that can go with 
chicken, lamb, shrimp, or vegetables.They 
also have shrimp items in four different 
flavors served with a side salad and garlic 
butter rice.

If you are a big fan of Buffalo chicken 
or looking for entrees to pair with beer, you 
might be interested to try their Chicken 65. 
It is a deep-fried boneless spicy chicken 
appetizer, marinated with a hot sauce called 
65 with the rich flavor of chili pepper, garlic 
and ginger,  which is a very popular Indian 
entree to go with alcoholic drinks.  

Don’t forget to have a cup of their 
homemade mango lassi or masala tea, and try 
some Indian desserts such as Gulab Jamun, 
Rasmalai, and Gajar Halwa (carrot fudge).

Shrimp Flavors is currently focused 
on delivery services, but dine-in is also 
welcomed. You can order from their website, 
and follow their Instagram to see updates.

Shrimp Flavours - Grab a fresh cooked bowl 
of authentic Indian curry near EMU's campus
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EMU's Board of 
Regents reduces 
graduation credits, 
approves housing 
rates, and more
TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s Board of 
Regents held a meeting Thursday, Feb. 17, 
to announce a reduction of credits required 
for graduation, housing and meal plan rates 
for the 2022-23 school year, EMU’s Social 
Justice Center Pilot Year, and more. 

The Board of Regents revised a policy 
that will change the required amount of 
credits to graduate from 124 semester hours 
of academic credits to 120 academic credits 
at the 100-level and above. The policy 
revision applies to each curriculum leading 
to a bachelor’s degree.

The Board of Regents also approved 
an increase in housing rates for campus 
residence halls and apartments by an average 
of 3% for the 2022-23 academic year. 

In addition, a reduced differential for 
single rooms costs $1,600 a year over the 
cost of a double room, which is an increase 
from the $1,000 price differential in the 
2021-2022 academic year yet below the 
$2,500 surcharge for a single room in the 
2019-2020 academic year.

Meal-plan rates are set to increase 

by 4.78% in the 2022-23 academic year, 
allowing the university to invest in the 
maintenance of high-quality food offerings 
in EMU’s dining facilities, according to the 
university. 

The university notes that both increases 
in housing and meal-plan rates are less than 
the cost of inflation, an effort to alleviate as 
much financial burden off EMU students.

The Board of Regents held a presentation 
to introduce The EMU Civil Rights & Social 
Justice Center Pilot Year. The project aims 
to engage with contemporary and historical 
civil rights and social justice issues, as well 
as to partner with local government and 
community organizations for change. 

The project also plans on providing 
workshops, training, and forums to promote 
student engagement with civil rights 
and social justice research and work. Its 
goals include speaking about civil rights 
today, a DEI workshop and professional 
development, building relationships and 
collaborations, preserving civil rights history, 
a policing and social justice roundtable, and 
student scholars working across geographic 
boundaries.

Documents from the Board of Regent’s 
meeting can be found on EMU’s website. 

Food Gatherers 
partners with 
DoorDash for 
grocery delivery 
program 
MARIE WHITE
NEWS REPORTER

Food Gatherers, an Ann Arbor-based food 
bank and food rescue program, parterned 
with DoorDash to deliver groceries to food-
insecure households in Washtenaw County. 

DoorDash’s Project Dash program has 
been addressing the issue of grocery delivery 
to people in food-insecure households due 
to transportation or health barriers. Project 
Dash has been operating since 2018 and has 
delivered more than 21 million meals in over 
900 cities in the U.S. and Canada. 

Now, DoorDash is partnering with the 
Food Bank Council of Michigan to deliver 
food to Michigan families and seniors. 

“We are among the first to launch 
this program in our community” Eileen 
Spring, CEO of Food Gatherers, said. 
“DoorDash is providing unlimited 
deliveries to our communities based on our 
recommendations.”

In 2021, 42,450 individuals in Washtenaw 
County faced food insecurity, including 6,090 
children. The pandemic has greatly impacted 
food insecurity for American families; more 
than 38 million people experienced food 
insecurity in 2020.

“Many people for the first time during the 
pandemic needed food assistance,” Spring 
said.

When the pandemic started, many food 
pantries throughout the nation were forced to 
close or operate with very limited services.

“All of sudden we couldn't have 
volunteers or contact with people who 
needed food,” Spring said. “Many of our 
partners pivoted and adapted. Home delivery 
was a big part of that... The need for home 
delivery pre-existed the pandemic but was 
greatly exacerbated during the pandemic.” 

DoorDash’s partnership with the Food 
Bank Council of Michigan is piloting 
multiple programs along with Food 
Gatherers to help with food insecurity and 
delivery. This includes Michigan Food 
Bank, Gleaners, and additional food banks in 
Michigan joining overtime.

Food Gatherers has been serving 
Washtenaw County since 1988. It is 
an independent nonprofit organization 
governed by a board of directors and 35+ 
staff members and thousands of volunteers. 
In 2021, they distributed 9 million pounds of 
food to people facing food insecurity. 

More information about Food Gatherers 
can be found on their website.

BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The Southeast Michigan Criminal 
Justice Policy Research Project (SMART), 
is hosting a virtual watch-along of the film 
“Drawing the Line” on Feb. 24 via zoom and 
a follow-up question and answer discussion. 
The film was released in August of 2021 and 
directed by Eugene Kurtz. 

Prison gerrymandering refers to the unfair 
way of drawing district lines in different 
areas, and many groups say it fails to 
properly represent a population. This policy 
originated in approximately 1812 after the 
Massachusetts Senate election districts were 
redrawn. 

“When people are incarcerated they 
actually are counted as residing in their 
prison,” director of SMART, Kevin Karpiak, 
said. “Inmates who cannot vote are counted 
as living in that area, and the problem with 
that process is that prisons are often in rural 
areas that are less populated so the population 
in the area is making it look like it’s bigger 
than what they are.” 

This practice allows for politicians to win 
a majority due to a significant amount of the 
population being denied to vote. 

'Voters not Politicians' is a citizen lead 
group that turned into a statewide movement 
about the gerrymandering issue in Michigan 

recently. 
“They proposed a ballot initiative, that 

instead of district lines being drawn by those 
that would benefit from the redrawn districts, 
there would be an independent citizens board 
that would draw the legislative districts in 
Michigan,” Karpiak said.

The ballot passed tremendously in 
2018 and they picked 20 people to draw 
the redistricting lines in the 2020 census. 
However, some people have been quick to 
point out that in Michigan, there is currently 
no proof of gerrymandering. 

A non-profit organization, Progress 
Michigan, produced the film. They hired 
Eugene Kurtz to direct it and the issue was 
brought to Kurtz's attention by the producer. 
The film was intentionally made to become 
a discussion starter on the gerrymandering 
issue.

“I wanted to include some people from 
Michigan, some academic voices on this,” 
Kurtz said. “The write-up by Dr. Rita 
Shah here at Eastern Michigan University 
about prison gerrymandering was really 
informative for me.” 

The virtual event will take place on Feb. 
24 from 7:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. via zoom and 
will require registration. For registration and 
any additional information on the event or 
speakers, visit Drawing the Line: Inside the 
Fight to End Prison Gerrymandering. 

EMU’s SMART to host 
virtual watch-along to 
discuss issues of prison 
gerrymandering

EMU Adapted Sports 
Club partners with local 
restaurants to raise funds
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University’s Adaptive 
Sports Club will be partnering with local 
restaurants to raise money to purchase 
adaptive equipment on Feb. 21 and March 1.  

The Adaptive Sports Club will be 
partnering the first fundraiser with Buffalo 
Wild Wings on Feb. 21 at the Ford Road 
location in Canton. Buffalo Wild Wings 
will be donating 20% of all bills from their 
patrons who present a valid fundraiser ticket. 

However, those wishing to participate 
in the fundraiser should be aware that web 
orders and third-party delivery orders 
are excluded from this event. Fundraiser 
tickets will be valid during the respective 
restaurant’s business hours on Feb. 21. 

The second fundraiser will be at Chipotle 
on March 1, to help raise funds for the clubs 
equipment. The fundraiser will be held from 

5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Washtenaw Avenue 
location in Ann Arbor. For this event, 33% of 
every sale will be donated to the club with a 
valid fundraiser ticket. 

In addition to raising funds for dine-in 
patrons, Chipotle will be accepting online 
orders for this event with a special checkout 
code found in the fundraiser flyer. 

Heather Silander is the faculty advisor of 
the Adaptive Sports Club and helped found 
the club with five other board members in 
April 2021. They had their first Adaptive 
Tennis Event in the same month, in which 
they had the help of the United States Tennis 
Association and the University of Michigan 
to provide equipment and sources needed for 
the event.

“These fundraisers are going to help us 
raise money to purchase our own adaptive 
sports chairs,” Silander said. “Because we 
can’t always rely on other organizations to 
bring their equipment."

The club aims to become more 

independent and to grow itself within Eastern 
Michigan University and the Ypsilanti 
community. However, inadequate equipment 
for all club members has prevented them 
from running efficiently. 

 “We’re not a non-profit, we don't have 
the 501 (C)(3) standing, so that is in my mind 
a limitation for grants when looking at them 
and when you’re trying to apply for some,” 
Silander said. 

This will be the first Dine & Donate 
event hosted by the club, but there will be 
more events coming up towards the end of 
May. The EMU’s Therapeutic Recreation 
Department and Adaptive Sports Club 
will also be hosting the EMU-Clemson 
Paralympic Soccer Veteran Camp from May 
20 to 22.  

For additional information on these Dine 
& Donate events, or any upcoming Adaptive 
Sports Club events, contact hsilande@
emich.edu. 

Humane Society of Huron 
Valley looking for tips after 
dog found frozen in Ypsilanti

A deceased dog was found frozen in a 
cage near the Village Grove Apartments 
in Ypsilanti by cruelty investigators at the 
Humane Society of Huron Valley on Sunday, 
Feb. 13.

HSHV responded to the scene after the 
Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office received 
a report. They believe the cage was left in the 
field off of Share Avenue and west of Harris 
Road the day before. 

The dog was emaciated, and the cage was 
lined with feces. He appeared to be a young, 
black pitbull mix with a small white stripe 
on his chest.

“While we don’t yet have an official 
cause of death, this heartbreaking case gives 
us an opportunity to share some important 
reminders,” Tanya Hilgendorf, HSHV’s 
CEO, said in a written statement. “Though 
it is still legal in Michigan to keep a dog 
outside when the temperature is dangerously 
cold, it can cause great suffering and even 
death. There is a bill in Michigan’s State 
House, HB 4784, that doesn’t ban dogs from 
being forced to live outside, but does create 
stricter rules to improve protection. Better 
laws make a difference."

Anyone with information about the 

dog can call HSHV’s Cruelty and Rescue 
Department at 734-661-3512 or report 
online at hshv.org/report. All tips will be 
investigated.

“We also want to be sure folks know 
that HSHV has a variety of support services 
available to families in our community 
struggling to care for or feed their animals. 
We are here to help and prevent these types 
of tragedies,” Hilgendorf said. 

To report animal cruelty in Washtenaw 
County, people can call HSHV at 734-661-
3512. To learn more about keeping pets safe 
during the winter, visit www.hshv.org.
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NOULA LIMBEROPOULOS
COLUMNIST

If you’re one of the thousands of students 
who attend classes on Eastern Michigan 
University's campus, chances are you’ve 
walked past the Free Speech Wall—also 
called the Wall of Speech or Free Speech 
Space. 

This consists of two separate cement 
walls, as well as a cement column, between 
Pray-Harrold, Porter, and the Rec/IM. More 
recently, the graffiti has spread to the nearby 
sidewalks as well. Any student at EMU 
is welcome to use the Free Speech Wall to 
express themselves, their thoughts, and their 
opinions. At first glance, you might think that 
this is a very simple concept. However, the 
Free Speech Wall is actually a very important 
tool for teaching students about how free 
speech works in a controlled environment. 

For example, there was recently some 
controversy on EMU Engage—a social 
media app made for those associated with 
the university—because one organization 
covered up the Sexual Assault and Rape 
Awareness organizations event information 
for their upcoming protest and wrote 
“remember to share the rock” on the wall. 

The concept of sharing may have been 

done in good faith, but this actually teaches 
a very important lesson about the right to a 
platform. While everyone has a right to say 
what they want, they do not have a right to 
an audience or a platform. No one is forced 
to look at the wall, make space for you on the 
wall, or leave your message uncovered. 

Additionally, this situation also teaches 
us a lesson about thinking about other 
people’s perspectives and how they may 
interpret our words before we say something. 
The organization SARA is protesting sexual 
assault on campus. So in this situation, 
many people found the covering of their 
information to be disrespectful to both the 
organization and the survivors they are 
fighting for. 

While we cannot confirm the other 
organization’s intentions to be malicious, it 
is fair to say that more often than not, people 
will not wait for you to clarify what your 
intentions with your words are. This is why 
words are so powerful, and at times, harmful 
as well. People can take them in ways you 
never even thought they could’ve been 
interpreted as. 

The third lesson I think this situation 
teaches is that an open dialogue can bring 
together a community, even when there is a 
difference in opinion. 

Those who painted over SARA’s protest 

information apologized, the president of their 
organization apologized, and they offered 
SARA materials to redo the wall with their 
information. Additionally, SARA spoke to 
them about their mission and how they can 
both work to be actively anti-sexual assault. 
Being able to speak to each other maturely 
and have a discussion is part of what makes 
free speech so effective, as is demonstrated 
by these two groups. 

This is just one example of a situation 
sparked by the Free Speech Wall, and 
although it may have started with contention, 
I think it shows how important truly 
understanding the power of our words is. And 
outside of the Wall—on social media, at our 
jobs—your messages can’t just be painted 
over. It isn’t just seen by those passing by 
or a few on Engage. Your words can really 
affect people. It can affect your life. Your 
livelihood. It is so important to understand 
how to express yourself thoughtfully. 

So with that, I would encourage you to 
take advantage of the Free Speech Wall. 
It is fun. It is empowering. It benefits our 
community and us, as individuals, to learn 
from it. As we all grow into adults and 
enter prospective fields, it is so important to 
understand the power of free speech and the 
importance of self expression. 

Opinion: The importance 
of EMU’s Free Speech Wall
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Opinion: Four great 
off-campus study spots 
SARAI YANES
COLUMNIST

Personally, I have a hard time doing 
homework in my room or at the kitchen table, 
as my most productive self comes to light 
with a change of scenery. While there are 
many areas on campus that can be considered 
great study spots such as the Student Center 
or the Commons, there are also a ton of great 
places off campus as well that are great for 
studying. If you also work better outside of 
your own living space, check out my favorite 
places to study that are close to EMU. 

For comfort: Cross Street Coffee
Cross Street Coffee is one of my favorite 

places to go study, partially because of the 
low lighting and coziness that welcomes you 
as soon as you walk in. I don’t how to explain 
it, but I can almost feel the productive energy 
in this little coffee shop. If you get tired of 
studying, Cross Street has an area where 
you can play some old games or read your 
choice of comics. Cross Street also has these 
really comfy couch chairs where you can sit 
and study flash cards. Not only that, but they 
have an amazing variety of different coffee 
beverages at reasonable prices. My favorite 
is the seasonal Mexican Latte. 

For closeness: Sweetwaters Coffee & 
Tea

Sweetwaters is not only conveniently 
close to campus, but it also contains tasty 
beverages. Sweetwaters is great for a 
study group because it contains one long 

table where multiple students can sit and 
study together. If you’re lucky, you might 
encounter live music. Once the weather gets 
warm, Sweetwaters has a great area where 
you can sit outside.

For familiarity: Biggby Coffee 
Biggby Coffee has opened up its lobby 

to the public, so its ready for you whenever 
you want to stop in. Biggby has the lovely 
coffee smell to keep you going and is 
dangerously close to Doms Doughnuts if 
you would like to pair the two together while 
doing homework. If doing homework in the 
morning is your thing, Biggby has breakfast 
bagels so you will not go hungry while you 
put that brain to work. 

For munching: Stufd 
Stufd is definitely a wild card, but if 

eating while doing homework makes you 
happy, Stufd is the place to fulfill you. I 
personally love the Stufd burrito and tacos 
and the dining area is really cute and calming. 
The tables are a reasonable size so there is 
plenty of desk space to place your materials 
and your burrito. Plus, Stufd is not normally 
too busy. I’ve noticed that most people order 
take out, so you don’t have to worry about 
loud conversation in the restaurant. 

I truly believe that going out and trying 
a different study environment will make 
you feel better about homework. Especially 
in the cold, it’s hard to find the motivation 
to leave your room, but rewarding yourself 
with coffee or food off campus will improve 
your mood and productivity.

NOULA LIMBEROPOULOS
COLUMNIST

On the second day of Black History 
Month, Amir Locke, a 22-year-old Black 
man living in Minneapolis, was needlessly 
murdered by police after they entered the 
apartment he was staying in. 

According to New York Times, Locke 
was not a suspect named in the warrant; 
despite this, he was shot multiple times for 
having a legal firearm by him while he was 
lying on the couch.

In an article from USA Today, it was stated 
that the police had entered the apartment on 
a no-knock warrant. This means that the 
officers will enter the residence without 
knocking or making themselves known 
to anyone prior. This only endangers the 
officers and those inside, as people will 
usually assume their home is being broken 
into by civilians. Other times, people may 
not even be able to process what is occurring 
because it is all so overwhelming. 

We can imagine what must’ve been going 
on in Amir Locke’s head. He is sleeping. 
Then, he is awoken by the shouting of 
multiple people. The couch he was resting 
on is kicked. Afraid, he showed his legal 
firearm. Within seconds, he was shot.

This is very similar to what happened to 
Breonna Taylor, a Black medical worker, in 
March 2020. In this situation, police entered 
her apartment under a no-knock warrant 
while Taylor and her significant other, 
Kenneth Walker, were asleep. Their warrant 
was for someone not even residing in the 
apartment. 

Similar to Amir Locke, Walker awoke, 
afraid and confused, shooting his legal 
firearm one time, hitting an officer in the leg. 
In response, the officers opened fire, killing 
Taylor. 

To make the murder of Locke even 
more upsetting, it took place in the same 
city where three former police officers were 
complicit in the murder of George Floyd. 
Minneapolis has now proven to have a 
history of mercilessly and unjustifiably 

killing innocent black people who, in some 
cases, weren’t even named in their warrant 
or accused of committing a crime, similarly 
to the large scale problem of police brutality 
across the US. Even in cases where a crime 
did occur, Black people face much more 
violent and aggressive arrests by police and 
much harsher punishments by courts than 
any other race. 

Additionally, in both the case of Locke 
and Walker, they were using legally owned 
firearms, as is their First Amendment right 
when they feel their life is threatened. 

Strangely, many white people attempt 
to justify the killing of Locke and Taylor, 
despite white conservatives constantly 
fighting for the recognition of their First 
Amendment rights and the loosening of gun 
regulation. It seems as though their issue 
is not with the weapon at all, but that the 
weapon was in Black hands. Only a racist 
would try to defend such clear hypocrisy. 

This is why—though we can’t say for 
certain—I believe, with my entire heart and 
mind, that if Breonna Taylor, Amir Locke, 
and the others involved in their cases were 
white, they would all be alive and well today. 
Not only do I find it highly improbable that 
a no-knock warrant would’ve been approved 
to begin with, but I also believe that even if 
it had, the police would not have opened fire. 

It seems as though these no-knock 
warrants are just another way law 
enforcement are allowed to aggressively 
terrorize civilians, largely members of the 
Black community. I truly believe that if 
these cases had happened to white people, 
there would be public outcry from the 
conservative white community, claiming it 
was an unconstitutional execution of people 
practicing their God given right to bear arms 
and defend their life and property. 

Unfortunately, racism and police brutality 
are such a prevalent issue in our society 
still. I think that we could mitigate this by 
removing no-knock warrants altogether. It 
will certainly not solve the issue, but I am 
sure it will save many lives in the process 
and get us one step closer to holding police 
officers accountable.

Opinion: No-
Knock Warrants 
and the Murder 
of Amir Locke
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Review: Book 
of Boba Fett 
Episode 2
GABRIEL SWEET
COLUMNIST

Boba Fett is back for round two out of 
seven, and this time he is the one who gets to 
throw some punches, and some people.

Before we go to the past though, we must 
deal with the problems of the present, as 
Fennec Shand has captured some valuable 
captives. The Boba bunch try to get some 
information from the wannabe hitman, but 
they refuse. It is entertaining to see the droid 
talk him up as this unfeeling killing machine, 
while Fennec calls him overpriced. 

Either way he is dropped into the rancor 
pit. I watched this episode with a friend, and 
we both knew that the rancor was gone. It 
was funny when the goon admitted who 
hired him before the door opened to reveal 
that me and my friend were right.

They then go to confront the mayor, the 
one the goon ratted out. There we meet my 
second favorite new character from this 
season, the Majordomo, who is delightful 
to watch. They try their best to be punctual 
and professional to the best of their ability 
no matter the situation and I find it very 
entertaining. Sadly, the goon does not last 
long, as he is almost immediately blasted 
when he is turned in. The mayor then leaves 
Boba with the ominous words. “Before you 
threaten me, you should ask yourself, who 
really sent the Night Wind?”

Once Boba goes outside, he is met with 
a couple of the big bad slug crime lords, 
followed by the thundering drums and a 
nonexistent ethics committee. It seems 

everyone on the planet is against him running 
a crime family, and honestly I’m here for it. 
I love the escalating conflict in this episode, 
even if some of them are randomly solved in 
an episode or two.

Now we should probably mention the 
wookie in the room, the inclusion of Black 
Krrsantan is really cool, and paves the way 
for the cameos and character inclusion we 
will see the rest of the season. (One more step 
towards starkiller, make it happen Disney).

Boba Fett returns to the blue goo tube and 
begins to take his long rest for the day. In his 
dreams, we are able to see him return to the 
dune sea with the sand people. This segment 
continues to be important as we inch closer 
to the present. Fett is trained by Korn with 
the clubs that I just found out were called 
“gaderffii sticks.”  

This part is dedicated to the bounty 
hunter earning his own stick. This includes 
him only using a simple sparring stick and 
a rifle to destroy an entire alien biker gang 
to steal their speeder bikes. He then teaches 
the tuskens how to ride said bikes so they 
can fight back against a train that fires at 
them whenever they screech through their 
territory.

At the end of the episode, Boba Fett gets 
the stick he used to destroy stormtroopers in 
the Mandelorian.

This episode, though dedicated mostly 
to set up, was very fun to watch for me. It 
also has a really cool action scene to keep 
the goblin in my brain happy while I take in 
the history of Tatooine and it’s indigenous 
people.

Review: 'Uncharted' 
is one to watch if you 
like action-packed 
adventure films
MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

Being a big fan of adventure and action 
movies like “National Treasure" and "Indiana 
Jones,“ I thought “Uncharted" would be 
right up my alley. The movie is based on a 
video game, so I was interested to see how 
that would play on screen. Shockingly, I was 
pleasantly surprised with the results.

Synopsis 
Nathan Drake, played by Tom Holland, 

is approached by a man who asks him to 
help find a lost treasure, claiming it may 
lead to finding his lost brother. Will they 
find the treasure and Nathan’s brother before 
someone else does? 

What I loved 
I thought the plot and characters in this 

film were interesting, and I enjoyed the 
storyline as well. I especially liked Nathan 
Drake's character, but I may be a bit biased 
because I like Tom Holland's acting a lot, but 
I do think that he brings good energy to this 
role.

There was also a good amount of humor 
in this film, as I found myself laughing a lot 
at both the good and bad jokes. It seemed like 
the film gave a lot of room for humor, but 
the actors also did a good job at making the 
jokes land. 

There were a lot of extreme action 
sequences that really make your jaw drop. 
Throughout the film there are a lot of scenes 
where you’re like, “How is that possible a 
human can do that”, but it's so fun to watch 

these extremes. The high points of the action 
were over the top and really made the film 
more enjoyable.

What I didn't love 
A good amount of things in the movie 

didn't seem realistic (or possible). Now I 
understand there needs to be a little bit of 
exaggeration with the imagination in most 
films, but if most of your movie plots consist 
of unbelievable things when the film is set 
in the present day, then the line gets blurry 
for believability in general. Now I don't want 
to spoil a lot, but part of Nathan’s backstory 
make you wonder how he has such nice 
things, and also the technology in this film 
is over the top.

It just felt like the film was missing 
something. Don't get me wrong, I liked this 
movie, but I didn't love it. It felt like it needed 
more of something, maybe some more action 
or drama. I'm not entirely sure why, but parts 
of the film felt stagnant to me. Maybe it has 
to do with the movie being so similar to 
every other adventure movie with a treasure 
to find, but it just felt fine, not great. 

Verdict
I thought this movie was good, but didn’t 

quite reach the rating of great. If you like 
treasure hunt movies I suggest you see this 
one because it's definitely worth the watch. 
I'm just not sure I’d personally watch it over 
again like I do with the "National Treasure" 
or “Indiana Jones" films. I have to say this 
movie does make me want to play the video 
game and see how they compare to each 
other.

I give Uncharted a 4 out of 5. 

Review: "Vladimir" 
by Julia May Jonas
PIPER COE
COLUMNIST

Julia May Jonas’ debut novel, “Vladimir,” 
was released on Feb. 1. Narrated by an 
unnamed English professor in her late fifties, 
“Vladimir” follows as her life begins to 
unravel when her husband, John, an English 
professor, is accused of inappropriate 
relationships with former students at their 
small liberal arts college in New York. 

The narrator and her husband have a 
special agreement; they are allowed to 
sleep with whoever they want outside of 
their marriage, “no asking, no telling.” It is 
not until allegations against John turn into 
attacks on our narrator that their comfortable 
extra-marital agreement becomes not-
so-comfortable. Plus, when a married, 
successful tenure-track professor named 
Vladimir Vladinski becomes the object of 
our narrator’s eye, she begins to question 
everything she thought she knew about 
love—and obsession. 

“Vladimir” was an incredible read. 
This novel is primarily a character study—
the reader spends most of the story in the 
narrator's mind rather than in dialogue. 
The protagonist is cruel, yet intelligent and 
engaging. The writing itself was sharp and 
mimicked the intensity of the narrator, which 
I enjoyed. 

The titular Vladimir was a bland character, 
but it was not so much about him being truly 
desirable as it was about him being an object 

of lust. He stood in as a distraction for the 
narrator and so he felt like a distraction, 
which ended up working thematically.

This novel deals with a lot of issues; 
young and old women’s insecurities, desire, 
and the #MeToo movement. The narrator is 
an aging woman concerned with wrinkles, 
her body, and if she is still appealing to 
men. “Vladimir” does not shy away from 
these insecurities—although the narrator is 
old, and in society's eyes, she should not be 
concerned with enjoying herself, Jonas takes 
the time to explore both her physical and 
mental desires with depth. 

The narrator is angry with the young 
woman who started the case against her 
husband, but not for the reasons I originally 
expected—her “anger is not so much 
directed toward the accusations as it is 
toward the lack of self-regard these women 
have.” She believes that women should own 
their lust, rather than shy away from it. While 
the situation is much more nuanced than this, 
this point of view created tension in the book 
that was compelling to read.

As much as I wanted to wholeheartedly 
love this book, the last ten pages ruin all 
of the groundwork Jonas laid down for a 
showstopping ending. I felt disappointed 
at the turn it took and believe Jonas was 
hesitant to take the book where I thought it 
should have gone. 

“Vladimir” is a bold debut novel that, 
although fell flat at the end, was still an 
enjoyable read. I would recommend it and 
give it 3 out of 5 stars.

Opinion: 
Black History 
Month and 
Performative 
Activism
NOULA LIMBEROPOULOS
COLUMNIST

Many companies love to appeal to 
consumers through performative activism, 
which is defined as “Activism done to 
increase one’s social capital rather than 
because of one’s devotion to a cause” 
(Moore). 

There are many examples of this, 
particularly surrounding Black Lives Matter 
and Black History Month. An extremely 
infamous case would be that of the “Kendall 
Jenner Pepsi Ad." This advertisement case 
came out when BLM was first garnering 
major media and political attention. The 
advertisement starts with Jenner grabbing a 
Pepsi and pushing through a crowd of BLM 
protesters, smiling and nodding. Then, she 
walks across to the other side of the road, 
where police are lined up watching the 
protesters. She hands one officer the drink, 
and the crowd started cheering. 

Obviously, this is offensive and 
nonsensical. Firstly, why would a rich, 
white model be painted as the face of 
Black Lives Matter? So often we see white 
women wanting to be the mouthpiece for 
Black issues, when they should be the ones 
listening and lifting up others instead. 

Additionally, the idea that handing 
an officer a drink will move the issue of 
systemic racism and oppression in America 
is both baffling and also undermining to what 
BLM represents as a whole. 

Apart from this, the ad portrays these 
protests as something fun, like a festival, 
when in reality, people were screaming, 
crying, being attacked, et cetera. It was 
sorrowful—a place of mourning for victims 
of police brutality—and a dangerous place 
for protesters, who were often assaulted—
and in some cases, killed—by officers and 
violent anti-protesters. 

Pepsi ended up removing the 
advertisement, and Jenner discussed it on her 
family’s reality TV show, “Keeping Up With 
The Kardashians." Jenner said she didn’t 
intend for it to be offensive and feels “really, 
really bad” (BBC).

There are so many examples of 
performative activism, and not all of them 
get backlash like this. Some successfully 
manage to garner the attention and support of 
consumers. However, we must ask ourselves, 
“is the corporation’s motivation truly to help 
people and support these movements, or 
is it simply to improve their image to the 
media and potential customers and business 
partners?” 

To me, and many others, this ad seemed 
to be a clear marketing scheme made to profit 
off the suffering of the Black community. 
Not only was it incredibly disingenuous, but 
it was also mocking the situation.

Pepsi’s ad featuring Kendall Jenner is just 
one example of this issue. Corporations are 
constantly manipulating the public with their 
nonsensical promises of “wokeness.” These 
are simply made to appeal to consumers, 
so they feel good about the company and 
themselves for supporting such a seemingly 
progressive entity. We must remember that 
these companies do not care about anything 
besides profit. 

If you want to feel good about yourself, 
you should be listening to what black people 
actually want for Black History Month. 

“Non-black people can help the black 
community by acknowledging their privilege 
and standing beside us. They can also listen to 
black people about our experiences and what 
we find disrespectful. Wearing our hairstyles 
while we are discriminated for it in schools 
and in the workplace is not okay. Saying 
the n-word is definitely not okay. That is 
something that is for black people only. It is 
very annoying when white people try to be in 
black spaces and include themselves in what 
we do,“ says Eastern Michigan University 
junior Are’zeionna Andrews. 

Non-black people can and should support 
the black community, not only this month, 
but all year round. 

Through my interviews with Black 
students at EMU, there were some other 
recommendations given as well, such as 
buying from Black-owned businesses and 
supporting politicians who support people 
of color. Additionally, you can also donate to 
organizations that help the black community, 
such as Black Lives Matter and the NAACP. 

During Black History Month, non-black 
people must keep in mind that this time is 
not meant for us to feel good about ourselves 
or appropriate black culture; Black History 
Month is about celebrating and uplifting the 
black community. It must be genuine and 
selfless. So next time you see a feel good 
ad using minorities as a selling point, ask 
yourself, “How does this help the community 
it’s using to market its products?”

AARON HUGHES
COPY EDITOR

Alemeda is part of a now growing 
generation of artists finding success through 
the social media app Tik Tok. Her first debut 
song was “Wish You The Worst," but most 
of the world was introduced to her through 
single “Gonna Bleach My Eyebrows." 
Building off that success, her newest single 
titled “Post Nut Clarity," has finally come to 
fruition. 

Born in Ethiopia, later moving to the 
U.S., Alemeda’s childhood plays a big 
part in where she is now. Growing up in a 
deeply religious household, she used to 
sneak around to hear the Top 40 hits to draw 
inspiration. That rebellious nature of hers has 
now translated into her music, giving as its 
impenitent and full of spirit. As you listen to 
her catalog, her individuality is well reflected 
with revivifying flow and sonic tones. 

The R&B singer had previously teased 
the single “Post Nut Clarity” way back in 
October. The track was finally released on 
streaming services on Feb. 17. Even though 
the track title hits harder than most, it is 

just as charismatic and catchy as her other 
songs. Though her voice sounds sweet, she 
sugar coats nothing as she illustrates an 
unsatisfying night. Like many of her songs, 
her form of R&B is pop inspired. 

“Really didn’t think it’d go like this / 
Shoulda stayed my ass celibate / Shouldn’t 
have let you in my bed / You didn’t even 
ask me what I wanted / You made dumb 
assumptions / Clearly not your forte / Clearly 
don’t be f*cking / You been f*cking liars / 
Thought that I should let you know.” 

Alemeda’s catalog is short yet sweet 
and many of the tracks have a rhythm that 
encourages you to get on your feet and dance. 
The strongest element in many of her songs 
are the compelling melodies that nudge into 
your head. Like many new artists, Alemeda 
has room to grow of course, and has yet to 
release an EP or album.

Though I’m unable to see into the future, 
I am confident this singer can break through 
and receive the acclaim she deserves. 
Alemeda has plenty more music unofficially 
released on streaming platforms like 
Soundcloud. If you have the time to check 
out her work, you will not be disappointed. 

Opinion: Alameda,
a name you should 
become familiar with
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EMU mens'
basketball take 
75-70 win over 
conference rival 
Central Michigan

PHOTO CREDIT: CAROLINE MURREL

DARIUS SAVAGE
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University Men's 
Basketball team (9-16, 4-10 MAC) journeyed 
to Mount Pleasant, MI to battle Central 
Michigan (6-17, 2-13 MAC) on Feb.15.

Tuesday's matchup between the Eagles 
and Chippewas marked the 50th meeting 
since 1999. The win over the Chippewas 
extends the Eagles' lead in the series to 30-20. 
The Eagles' dominated over the Chippewas, 
leading since the start of the game. By the 
end of the first half, the Eagles pushed the 
lead to 43-30.

Center Mo Nije was active early, scoring 
six points and snagging three rebounds in the 
first half. Nije finished with 10 total points 
and five rebounds by the end of the game.

Entering the second half, the Eagles' 
offense stalled out allowing the Chippewas 
to creep back into the game. The Chippewas 
climbed back within five points, 49-44, 

with 13:07 remaining in the second half. 
Dominant late scoring efforts from Noah 
Farrakhan and Nate Scott, combining for 21 
points of the eagles last 26 points, maintained 
a 75-70 lead over the Chippewas.

Freshman Noah Farrakhan led the Eagles' 
in scoring with 24 points, 15 coming in the 
second half. Farrakhan added four assists and 
four rebounds on top of his scoring efforts.

Nate Scott scored eight of the Eagles' final 
10 points in the second half. Scott tallied four 
rebounds and two assists with two big three 
pointers to keep the Eagles ahead of CMU.

Eastern Michigan University begin a 
three game home stand, starting with a 
matchup against the University of Buffalo 
(14-8, 8-4 MAC) on Feb.17 inside the 
George Gervin GameAbove center at 7 PM. 
The Mid-American Conference matchup 
will be live on ESPN3 as well as WEMU 
(89.1 FM) live radio.

Following the matchup against Buffalo, 
the Eagles host Akron on Feb. 19 and 
Northern Illinois on Feb. 22.

EMU baseball falls 
11-9 in 2022 season 
opener against 
Winthrop University
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Friday, Feb. 18, the Eastern Michigan 
University baseball team fell 11-9 to 
Winthrop University in Rock Hill, S.C. at 
The Winthrop Ballpark.

Junior Frankie Volkers came out of the 
bullpen for EMU and took the decision. 
Volkers had no strikeouts, two hits, three 
walks, and conceded four earned runs. WU 
Jaret Monterey outperformed Volkers with 
seven strikeouts, three hits, one walk, and 
conceded three earned runs. Senior Zach 
Fruit threw the first four innings. Fruit gave 
up three runs and two earned on three hits, 
with one walk and three strikeouts.

Junior Matt Kirk led the offense for the 
Eagles, going 4-for-5 earning two doubles 
and an RBI. Senior Shane Easter contributed 
two RBIs and went 3-for-5. Senior Bradley 
Huebbe went 1-for-5, completing a triple and 
bringing in two RBI’s. Huebbe’s triple was 
just the second of his career.

“Historically we have a very good team 
and we want to get back to that. Now it’s 
just our hunger and I’ve seen it in this team,” 

Easter said (emueagles.com).
EMU’s highest scoring inning was the 

eighth with three runs, while scoring two runs 
in the second inning, two in the fifth inning, 
and two in the ninth inning. EMU went 4-for-
13 with runners in scoring position and had 
eight walks caused by Winthrop pitching.

WU won the game by scoring three runs 
in the second inning, four in the fifth inning, 
two in the sixth inning, and two in the eighth 
inning.

EMU pitchers saw 43 Winthrop hitters 
this game, allowing four ground balls and 11 
fly balls. Volkers and Fruit had five strikeouts 
collectively.

“I really like our squad. It’s a bunch of 
guys that get after it. It’s a bunch of guys 
that give you good effort every single day 
and it’s a good mix,” coach Eric Roof said 
(emueagles.com).

WU leads the all-time head-to-head 
series against EMU 0-3 as of Feb. 18. The 
two programs had a three-game series this 
weekend. You can view those end-game 
results on emueagles.com.

Next weekend the Eagles will travel to 
Cookeville, TN to face Tennessee Tech in a 
three-game series.

MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
womens' basketball team (6-16, 3-12 Mid 
American Conference) secured a 70-61 win 
over Miami University (8-16, 4-11 MAC) 
on Feb. 16, inside of the George Gervin 
GameAbove Center.

Miami leads in head-to-head victories, 
43-23, in the all-time series between Eastern 
Michigan University and Miami University 
after Wednesday’s win. 

Areanna Combs led the Eagles’ scoring 
efforts with 19 points, adding seven rebounds 
to team rebounding total. The matchup 
between Miami marks Combs' ninth time 
this season accumulating seven rebounds in 
a single game and 25th time in her career at 

Eastern Michigan University. 
Sophomore Ce’Nara Skanes earned her 

21st career double-double, recording 10 
points and 13 rebounds for the Eagles against 
Miami. According to EMU Athletics, her 
performance against Miami records her ninth 
double-double of the season and fifth double-
double in the last eight games. Skanes also 
had three blocks against Miami, tying her 
career-high. 

Skanes is leading 30-of-34 from the free 
throw line as well. As a team, EMU finished 
16-of-19 from the free throw line against 
the Redhawks. The Eagles' shooting efforts 
marks the second-best performance from 
the team from the free throw line since the 
Eagles faced Bowling Green Jan. 24, and 
went 18-of-21 against the Falcons.

EMU tallied five blocks, which has only 

happened seven times this season. In the 
2020-21 campaign, EMU only recorded five-
or-more blocks in a game three times.

Danielle Rainey scored 14 points for 
the Eagles, while Natalia Pineda helped the 
green and white with three assists. 

Teammates Juanita Agosto and ZaNiya 
Nelson recorded three steals each against 
the Redhawks. According to EMU Athletics, 
Nelson also tied a career-best in field goals 
made (4), and her three steals is a new best 
mark for the freshman. 

The Eastern Michigan Eagles are set to 
play the Central Michigan Chippewas Feb. 
19. at 1 p.m. in Mount Pleasant, Michigan. 
The Eagles will remain on the road Feb. 23 
to take on the Northern Illinois Huskies at 6 
p.m. CT. Both games will be live streamed 
on ESPN 3.

EMU women's basketball 
breaks five game losing 
streak with 70-61 defeat 
over Miami University
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 583 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough


