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Editor Note
Welcome to campus, Eagles! Regardless 

if you are a returning student from the fall 
semester, a graduate student, a freshmen, 
or a senior waiting ever so patiently for 
the end of your undergraduate career, 
congratulations -- you have made it this far. 

Those of you that picked up the first 
edition of the Echo, my name is Malaya 
Elgarico and I am the editor-in-chief. I have 
been writing for the Echo ever since 2016. I 
entered college as an exercise science major 
but quickly realized that writing is where 
my passion lies.

My goals for the paper with the four 
months I have left on this campus, I hope 
to build a stronger, more confident staff, 
and develop a culture in our workspace. I 
hope this semester’s edit board produces 
great content for readers like you to enjoy, 
criticize, laugh, share, and more.

With many new faces on our edit 
board, you can expect fresh ideas, more 
photographs, creative comics, hard news, 
opinions, food recipes, and our collaboration 
with the Black Media Association. With this 
collaboration, we hope to bring to provide a 
better opportunity for Black and writers of 
color to publish to a more established, and 
larger audience.

With that being said, please reach out to 
us if you have any questions, concerns, or 
interest in joining our team. You can visit 
our office is located in 229 King Hall next 
or email me at editor@easternecho.com 
or our Managing Editor Andrew Lenzo at 
managing@easternecho.com. 
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Newly Renovated Strong Hall

Students entering the newly renovated strong hall. MELISSA MOON |THE EASTERN ECHO

Dominic Sevilla
News Editor

The newly renovated and much 
anticipated Strong Hall opened up for faculty 
and students for the since construction first 
began in the fall of 2017.

“The building opened with the start of 
Winter 2019 classes, on time and on budget, 
a milestone for Eastern Michigan University 
as it marked the completion of the third and 
final phase of the Science Complex,” said 
Executive Director of Media Relations Geoff 
Larcom.

The project was approved by the state of 
Michigan at a total of $40 million and was 
finished on time and within budget with 75% 
of the funding coming from the state itself.

The inside features a new atrium with a 

student gathering place to study, eat, rest, 
or anything else they need to do between 
classes. The area offers a very natural and 
aesthetically pleasing common area.

“It looks really nice and beautiful,” said 
Breanna Mcswain, an EMU sophomore 
environmental science major. “All the 
windows adding natural light in the atrium 
as well as the classrooms brighten things up 
a lot.”

Some may not be as thrilled at all of the 
windows with one student mentioning that 
“some of the classrooms have a few too many 
windows into the hallway so it seems that it 
will get a little distracting, but I do like the 
area as a whole.”

Larcom said along with these are much 
needed electrical and structural upgrades 
as the original building was built in 1957 

and has yet to be renovated until now. 
Strong Hall being home to many science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
classes and programs is centrally located on 
EMU’s campus causing students to alter their 
path across campus. The construction at one 
point closed off half of the West Circle Drive 
from Oct. 23 through Nov. 22 and created 
temporary two-way traffic on the one-way 
road through campus.

“It wasn’t much of an inconvenience 
though,” said Louella Eliason, a biology 
major who is a junior as well as a resident 
assistant for Brown/Munson apartments on 
campus. “A part from the occasional times 
I would need to be picked up on the other 
side of the building, it didn’t disrupt my day 
and I didn’t hear complaints from the other 
residents either.”
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