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Created Equal takes a stand on campus
QUANZELLE WYATT
NEWS REPORTER

The organization Created Equal displayed 
graphic content, such as posters and a video 
that depicted a dead fetus, on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9 at Eastern Michigan University’s 
campus.

Every year the organization stages a 
protest on abortion on the south side of 
campus next to Porter and King Hall.

Students received an email from the 
university a day prior to the event to warn 
them of the display. Members of Student 
Government provided students with 
information on how to avoid the area if they 
did not want to see the display.

One major difference this year compared 
to previous years is the inclusion of a jumbo-
tron. This in-turn got a wide variety of 
reactions from students. One student was 
seen crying because of the posters and the 
video on the jumbo-tron. Another student 
knocked over a poster of one of the fetuses 
and was approached by two EMU police 
officers.

Protesters from Planned Parenthood were 
also present to conduct a peaceful protest 
alongside Created Equal, letting passersby 
know about the video being shown.

Lexie Hall, an intern for Created Equal, 
said the group tries to bring the jumbo-tron 
wherever they go.

“It’s just adding to the victim imagery and 
actually displays an abortion taking place,” 
Hall said. “We bring that wherever we can.”

Hall said the group understands the 
controversy regarding abortion and are 
prepared for the push-back towards them.

“We’re ready for that,” Hall said. “We 
understand abortion is a controversial 
topic, and people from both sides are very 
passionate about what they are standing for.“

We know that we are on the right side 
of it, and we believe we are standing up for 
human rights. We believe it is always wrong 
to intentionally kill human beings, so we can 
stand on that and know that we are protecting 
human life.”

One student expressed concerns over 
having to see such graphic images while 
walking to class.

“It’s a little unpleasant,” she said. “I 

was having a great day, and I was walking 
to my class and I’m seeing signs and stuff 
like this. It’s a little disturbing …. I get what 
their argument is, but I feel like showing to 
everyone in such a strong way isn’t the best 
approach. It might make their argument seem 
really bad.”

Another student said he thinks it’s good 
to show people what abortion actually looks 
like.

“I think it’s good to show what it is,” he 
said. “I know people might not think it’s 
great to see, but sometimes things aren’t 
always nice to see.”

Student Government Senator Reid Scott 
said he is a big supporter of an individual’s 
right to free speech.

“I get it, it’s graphic, but our first 
amendment right wasn’t made so we can 
talk about the weather … a lot of people are 
very ungrateful when it comes to that true 
freedom. Freedom is a two way straight. This 
is the most beautiful display of liberty. These 
two groups in general across the country very 
rarely ever stand like this next to each other 
… this is beautiful. This is what freedom is.”

EMU LGBT Resource Center 
celebrates 50th anniversary 
of NYC Stonewall riots

MEGAN GIRBACH
STUDENT ORG. REPORTER

In the early hours of June 28, 1969, New 
York City police raided the Stonewall Inn, 
a gay club in Greenwich Village. This raid 
sparked what we now know as the Stonewall 
Riots, a six-day protest and fight with law 
enforcement. These riots were just the 
beginning of the gay rights movement in the 
United States.

On Oct. 14, 50 years later, EMU students 
gathered in room 270 to learn more about 
and share their thoughts regarding Stonewall. 
Students had the option of reading five articles, 
each of them being a different perspective on 
Stonewall.

Many of the students said they were 
surprised to see the contrast of how society 
treated Stonewall back then versus how it’s 
treated today.

Back then, newspapers weren’t afraid 
to use phrases like “dyke” or “queen bees” 
to describe members of the LGBTQ+ 
community. In modern times, society 
applauds the bravery and courage it took for 
these individuals to stand up for themselves 
and their community.

Ariana Khan, the LGBT Resource 
Center’s Queer and Trans People of Color 
Collective coordinator, believes it’s important 
for students to learn about and remember 
Stonewall.

“Stonewall is a really interesting piece of 
history because it exemplifies intersectionality 
and how things can brew over time,” Khan 
said. “Stonewall was not a planned event, at 
least not on the side that it’s remembered on. 
It was planned on the side of the current acting 

of legislation and this was their reaction.”
Khan added: “It’s an important look at race 

relations and LGBT history for sure, cause 
it’s the start of pride parades and everything 
surrounding that. It’s also really important to 
reflect on the fact that law isn’t always just or 
correct.”

Khan believes students can learn a lot 
from these brave, courageous LGBTQ+ 
individuals who advocated for themselves.

“I think the biggest thing is to know 
yourself, which is a huge thing that queer 
culture emphasizes as a whole,” she said. 
“There were some articles that were blatantly 
dehumanizing and rooted in misogyny. 
Outlandish to look at now but back then, that 
was seen as normal commentary of these 
people.”

Khan hopes that students were able to 
learn a lot at the event and took a message of 
hope with them.

“In the vast majority of the articles written 
now, as opposed to then, the tone shift is just 
unbelievable. It has gone from dehumanizing 
and cruel to celebratory and recognizing this 
as a turning point for LGBT history in this 
country.”

Even though there are still a lot of 
improvements that can be made towards 
fair and equal treatment of the LGBTQ+ 
community, we should be proud of how far 
we have come since 1969.

The LGBT Resource Center has a few 
more events planned for this month, including 
QUEST Creativity Night on Oct. 24. Visit 
their website, emich.edu/lgbtrc, to learn more 
about their mission and upcoming events.

Active Minds working to prevent 
stigma surrounding mental illness

MEGAN GIRBACH
STUDENT ORG. REPORTER

The student organization Active Minds 
celebrated National Day Without Stigma by 
hosting “stigma sucks” lobby tables at the 
Student Center on Oct. 10. Students who 
pledged to be a stigma fighter received a 
sucker.

Stigma is when “someone views you 
in a negative way because you have a 
distinguishing characteristic or personal 
trait that is thought to be, or actually is, 
a disadvantage (negative stereotype),” 
according to the Mayo Clinic. Sadly, 
negative attitudes and beliefs toward people 
with mental health conditions are common.

Active Minds work to reduce the stigma 
surrounding mental illness on campus and in 
society in general.

“We also aim to promote a seek-help 
culture, encouraging open dialogue about 
mental health and increasing awareness 
about resources available to our community,” 
Pallas Schuster, EMU’s Active Minds 
Eboard secretary, said.

Every Tuesday, Active Minds meets from 
8:30-9:30 p.m. in Room 350 of the Student 

Center. Even if students are unable to make 
it to meetings, Schuster encourages them to 
come to or volunteer at club events.

“They are still welcome to email us [at 
emuactiveminds@gmail.com] to be added to 
our email list to get updates about upcoming 
events and activities,,” she said. “[Or] find 
ways they may be able to volunteer or 
attend.”

Yoga has shown itself to be beneficial for 
physical health as well as mental health. It 
is known to be very therapeutic and gives 
a person an outlet to release stress. Active 
Minds are very aware of this fact. That’s 
why on the third Wednesday of every month, 
the club hosts Deep House Yoga at 8 p.m. in 
Room 320 of the Student Center.

The club will also be helping host Health 
Monologues on Dec. 10 in the Student Center 
auditorium from 6-9 p.m. Those interested in 
getting involved should contact the Active 
Minds email address.

Maddy Dooling, the president of EMU’s 
Active Minds, has been involved with the 
group since her second semester of freshman 
year.

Like Schuster, Dooling said she believes 
that having a group like Active Minds on 
campus is important.

“Everyone has mental health, so we are 
just doing our best to promote student well-
being on EMU’s campus,” Dooling said.

Mental health literacy, or “the knowledge 
and beliefs about mental disorders which aid 
their recognition,” is one of Active Minds’ 
goals to promote on campus and beyond.

“I think that dialogue about mental health 
is the first step,” Schuster said. “It is key that 
we recognize that we all have mental health, 
and it is important for us to prioritize that.

By encouraging students to attend events, 
speak up about their experiences, ask for 
help when they need it and reflect on their 
own well-being, we are taking steps to 
increase EMU students’ knowledge about 
mental health.”

Dooling believes the best way to increase 
mental health literacy is to “host events that 
educate the community on the seriousness 
of mental health” and by “raising awareness 
and fighting the stigma surrounding mental 
health.”

To learn more about the Active Minds 
organization, visit activeminds.org. If you 
would like to make a donation to EMU’s 
Active Minds chapter to help support all the 
wonderful things the org does, visit tinyurl.
com/y2m6vycr.

QUANZELLE WYATT
PLANNED PARENTHOOD DID A PEACEFUL PROTEST ON CAMPUS OCT. 9.

STUDENTS SHARED THEIR PERSPECTIVES AND IDEAS ABOUT STONEWALL.

MEGAN GIRBACH
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Business and Finance Committee pushes to see further 
fundraising attempts from organizations and club sports
JENNA ROBINSON
STUDENT GOV. REPORTER

The Business and Finance Committee 
allocated a total of $2,684.91 during its 
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 15.

The Muslim Student Association 
treasurer Hanan Alroaini came to request 
$1,050.91 and was allocated this amount 
without any objections from the committee.

“We are pairing up with a non-profit 
organization called Comic Relief to host 
a charity event week,” Alroaini said. 
“The money that we raise from all these 
events will go towards orphans and needy 
children.”

Senator Reid Scott said the vote was 
easy for him because the handouts that 
Alroaini gave the committee were so 
straightforward.

“It was really up front,” Scott said. “It 
was really well put together.”

The Kings of Color were also allocated 
its full amount of $150 after Johnnie 
Session III, treasurer, gave his speech to 
the committee about needing funding for a 
microphone, speaker system lighting, and 
an audio kit for its upcoming event.

“We are asking allocations for our event 
coming up which is Wednesday (Oct. 16,) 
which is speed dating,” Session said. “It’s 
an event for the whole campus and anybody 
can come, meet the love of your life and 
have a good time, get to mingle, talk to a 
lot of people on campus, socialize, things 
like that.”

Senator Nick Galluzzo voted yes after 
firstly questioning the organization’s future 
plans for fundraising and bringing in 
outside support.

“Moving forward do you guys have any 
sort of fundraising ideas that you’re going 
to be engaging in to fund future events?” 
Galluzzo asked.

Session responded: “We will be doing 
a breast cancer [awareness] silent auction. 
So, basically, it will include a basket, a 
breast cancer [awareness] shirt, water 
bottle, wristband and things of that nature.”

The committee continued its streak and 
continued to have all members vote yes for 
the allocation of $190 to STYLE.

STYLE Vice President Karma Peterson 
said the organization, which is the only 
fashion organization on campus, is planning 
a lip-sync battle for students and requires 
funding for some of the items necessary for 
the event.

“We are basically just [requesting 
allocations] for microphones, a stand, we 
are going to have judges so we need a 
table for the judges to judge the different 
organizations that will be performing a 
song of their choice,” Peterson said. “It’s 
just a fun event to bring people together. It 
went really well last year, so we decided to 
have it again.”

Galluzzo repeated himself with this 
organization and again asked if any 
fundraising was planned for the future.

Peterson said the organization is 
planning bake sales after seeing success 

with them in the past.
The trend of members allocating student 

organizations fully requested amounts 
followed through as the last organization, 
Southeast Asian Student Association, was 
allocated the full amount of $394.

Anna Pathammavong, SEASA 
president, said the money will go toward 
funding a catered dinner and the lakehouse 
renting fee for the organization’s upcoming 
event. The event, a “Halloween and mid-
autumn fest,” is scheduled for Oct. 25 from 
4 to 6 p.m.

“Our goal is to promote southeast 
Asian culture and Asian culture in general 
on campus, so everyone is welcome to 
our events,“ Pathammavong said. “For 
this event, we are going to be having a 
Halloween social/educational to talk about 
mid-autumn fest, and that is basically 

celebrations that go on in Asia around 
September and October, so we are going 
to have an explanation on that. Our social 
[aspect] is going to be more Halloween 
activities and we are going to have dinner, 
as well.”

Pathammavong beat Galluzzo to the 
punch and said the organization already has 
fundraising events planned.

“For fundraising, we are going to 
have a dine and donate in December,” 
Pathammavong said. “We do it every 
year, and it goes pretty well. We usually 
get over $100. And most of the other stuff 
we provide is self-funded, so supplies and 
decorations we supply ourselves.”

For club sports, Women’s Lacrosse 
President Jillian Mohr came as a 
representative to ask for $900 from Student 
Government. Mohr said the amount 

requested would cover new uniforms, more 
games and the leagues dues, which were 
raised by $300.

The senators all voted in favor of 
allocating the full amount, but not before 
Senator Marisa Salice asked the big 
question – what steps are being taken for 
future fundraising?

Mohr mentioned doing can-drives at 
tailgates or asking family and friends for 
cans to return.

“We are also going to be selling donuts 
in Pray-Harold at one point,” Mohr added. 
“[We also have] sponsorship’s, and the 
women also pay dues to be on the team, so 
we raise money that way.”

The budget remaining for the year for 
student organizations after these allocations 
is $38,969.09, and the remaining balance 
for club sports is $36,279.

JENNA ROBINSON
SENATORS IN THE BUSINESS AND FINANCE COMMITTEE ENCOURAGED MORE FUNDRAISING FROM THE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
AND CLUB SPORTS THAT REQUESTED FUNDING DURING THE MEETING ON TUESDAY, OCT. 15.

KERI GEIS
NEWS REPORTER

In this progressive world today, more and more businesses 
are advancing their technical skills and designs. Defined as the 
act of creation, outovation is, “balancing cutting edge ideas 
and functional design strategy, resulting in everyday custom 
masterpieces.” This word can be found on the Kraemer Design 
Group website. The groups co-founder, Robert Kraemer gave a 
presentation on Oct. 18 at the College of Business for the 2019 
Entrepreneurship Speaker Series.

Kraemer covered many topics familiar to business 
management and entrepreneurship students like "perception is 
reality" and "diversify or die." When asked the piece of advice 
he would emphasize the most, Kraemer said, “Build consensus. 
Use the resources around you to come up with the best solutions.”

Throughout his speech, Kraemer talked about his journey to 
where he is today. With the title of his slideshow being From 
Farmer to Architect, he talked about how he began his love for 
architecture early on when growing up in Mexico, specifically 
Mexico City. When it came to developing his business, alongside 
his wife and partner Maureen Kraemer, Robert said that his 
biggest challenge was, “The lack of tools we have these days.” 
During his time, the cost of a fifteen minute phone call from 
Mexico added up quickly. Nowadays, he can be sitting in his car 
waiting for his son while brainstorming a design for a customer. 

Where is he now? Kraemer Design Group has an office with 
thirty-five total staff members located in downtown Detroit, 
which of course, being an architect company, they designed 
themselves.

“Went from a loft look to something very refined and very 

finished that tells a story,” Kraemer said.
Among the many students who chose to attend this Speaker 

Series, Maria Buddish, a transfer student deep into her second 
semester at Eastern studying Management, found herself inspired 
by the speech Kraemer gave. Buddish said that she found that 
he, “Gave good advice and helpful information.” Overall, the 
speech gave her an idea of, “How it looks to be a big company.” 
She took this idea to heart as she proceeded to mention her 
desire to open up a small business in the future. 

Overall, many of the lessons that Kraemer gave as he told his 
story cannot only be applied to business and entrepreneurship 
students but any student in general. One of the topics was 
teamwork; the idea of teamwork being used in building up 
skills, passions and partnerships. Kraemer does not run a one 
man show. Alongside him is his wife Maureen, as well as Brian 
Rebain and Laura Cunningham. Each person brings something 
unique and specialized to the office through both architecture 
and business. 

Robert Kraemer provided an inspiring, well thought out 
speech to educate and entertain the audience detailing his journey 
through entrepreneurship. One of the final statements that he 
made in his speech was, “It is all about strategy.” When business 
today is often set in a dog eat dog world, a truer statement may 
be hard to find.

Whether you are an aspiring business student or a student 
in general, a lot can be learned from an expert in their field. 
The entire thought process  behind the Entrepreneurship Speaker 
Series is to give students, “Real world experience and real world 
exposure.”

If you’d like to be apart of these events, you can catch more 
of them at the College of Business in the upcoming months.

Kraemer Design Group 
co-founder shares his 
journey as an entrepreneur

TYLER GAW
CRIME REPORTER

Monday, Oct. 14
·Threats via telephone for harassment and 

threats was reported at 1200 Oakwood St. at 
3:32 p.m. The case is open.

·Larceny by stolen mail was reported at 
603 Washtenaw Ave. at 4:12 p.m. This case 
is closed.

Tuesday, Oct. 15
·Burglary and forced entry of a home was 

reported at 2:05 p.m. at 389 Second St. It was 
declared a home invasion. This case is closed.

·Assault / battery / simple including 
domestic and on a police officer was reported 
at 804 Armstrong Dr. at 7:24 p.m. This case is 
pending Ac.

·Damage to  business property by graffiti 
was reported at 9:28 p.m. at the Cob parking 
structure. 

Wednesday, Oct. 16
·An individual was reported of operating 

a vehicle under the influence of drugs at E 

Michigan Ave. and Prospect St. at 4:44 p.m. 
This case is pending Ac.

·Personal property was stolen from a 
vehicle at 214 N Normal St. at 9:04 a.m. This 
case is now pending Ac.

Thursday, Oct. 17
·Vehicle theft by unlawfully driving away 

was reported at 214 N Normal St. at 6:07 a.m. 
This case is pending Ac.

·Aggravated / felonious assault – non-
family – by other weapon was reported at 309 
Ballard St. at 10:20 p.m. This case is closed 
as of Oct. 18.

Friday, Oct. 18
·Failure to appear (FTA) was reported at 

Ballard St. and W Cross St. at 12:25 p.m. This 
case is now closed as of Oct. 18

Saturday, Oct. 19
·Obstruct Police was reported by an 

individual telling false information to a police 
officer. The individual was also driving with 
a suspended or revoked license. The crime 
occurred at Ann St. and Huron River Dr. at 
1:32 a.m. This case is closed as of Oct. 19.

Ypsilanti City Council approves ordinance that will allow 
recreational marijuana businesses within the city limits
ASHLEE BUHLER
NEWS EDITOR

Ypsilanti City Council voted on Tuesday, Oct. 15 to allow 
recreational marijuana businesses in the city. The ordinance 
passed 5-2, with Mayor Pro-Tem Lois Richardson and 
Councilman Anthony Morgan voting against it.

The ordinance establishes standards and procedures for the 
city in participation with the Michigan Regulation and Taxation 
of the Marihuana Act, which was approved by Michigan voters 
on the 2018 ballot.

The city will issue permits for up to 10 cannabis retailers, with 
seven permits held for current medical marijuana facilities. Under 
the rules, the remaining three permits must be issued through the 
state’s social equity program, which promotes participation in 
the marijuana industry by people from communities that have 
been disproportionately impacted by marijuana prohibition and 
enforcement.

Section 8-5 of the ordinance, which focuses on social equity, 
states that business owners with $10,000 in city contracts must 
use “good faith efforts” in hiring employees who have been 
negatively impacted by marijuana prohibition or who have prior 
marijuana related convictions. The ordinance states a goal of 
25% of employees being low-income or from Ypsilanti.

Additionally, $1,000 from every permit fee will be used for 
community education and outreach. Examples of that would be 
supporting youth who have been negatively impacted by “the 
war on drugs” as it relates to the prohibition of marijuana and 
education on adult-use of recreational marijuana in general.  

Section 8-5 also states that the City of Ypsilanti will not 

drug test workers who are not in safety-sensitive jobs without 
reasonable documented cause. Random drug-testing is also 
prohibited. In terms of what is punishable by law enforcement, 
the possession or smell of marijuana will no longer be a probable 
cause for investigation or arrest in the city of Ypsilanti.

According to Mayor Pro-Tem Lois Richardson, 835 
municipalities have opted out on allowing recreational 
marijuana businesses, but could still opt in once the state gets 
all it’s rules and regulations together. Richardson voted against 
the ordinance, stating she wishes the city would have taken their 
time before making the decision.

“It is not necessary to jump in,” Richardson said in an email 
to the Echo. “We have not set zones yet, how many or where for 
everything. I felt we needed more input from our residents, and 
we should have discussed it with our school board … [There are] 
too many unknowns.”

Council member Annie Somerville said she is excited to see 
the city support something that has historically been frowned 
upon and stigmatized.

“I think people should be able to socially consume cannabis 
without the worry of breaking the law,” Somerville said. “I think 
people should be able to access the product that they want to 
consume in a safe way, and by doing this and allowing businesses 
in the city, we are saying that you can purchase a product that 
has been regulated and [can be] consumed safely.”

Come Nov. 1, the Marijuana Regulatory Agency will 
begin accepting business license applications for recreational 
marijuana businesses and are likely to start approving licenses 
by Dec. 6.

Police Blotter: 
Oct. 14 - Oct. 19

PHOTO COURTESY OF ICPDFR.COM
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THE OUTSIDE OF YPSILANTI CITY HALL.
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Zeta Sigma Chi, Campus Life host ‘Beat the DJ’

AUSTIN BOOK
NEWS REPORTER

On Thursday, October 17, Campus Life and Zeta Sigma Chi Multicultural Society co-
hosted an event called “Beat the DJ” in Student Center room 310AB.

Team “We Here to Win” took the ultimate victory with a total of 4138 points, becoming 
the inaugural winners of Beat the DJ.

There were four rounds. The teams that won the first three qualifying rounds advanced to 
the final fourth round. Teams “We Here to Win,” “We Finna Lose” and “Drs” competed in 
the final round.

The members of Team “We Here to Win” were EMU students Myranda Ivey, Ariel Nichols 
and Taylor Nichols. Each team member won a $5 Starbucks gift card as well as a Starbucks 
cup. Team “We Here to Win” also won, along with Team “We Finna Lose” and “Drs,” some 
Campus Life merch and some candy for winning the qualifying rounds.

President of Zeta Sigma Chi Brianna Madison hosted the event alongside Zeta Sigma Chi 
member-at-large Abby Tandoh. Madison said, “The event was kind of based off the show Beat 
Shazam. I came up with a list of different genres and then the DJ picked the songs.”

Participants had to guess what song they heard playing and answer in the fastest possible 
time. In a variation created for Beat the DJ, participants gave their answer by picking an 

answer from Kahoot and Kahoot assigned the points based on correctness and speed.
The genres students had to guessed from ranged from traditional categories like “Today’s 

Hits” and “Country” to trickier categories like “Cleveland Rap” and “Cookout.”
Madison liked how the event turned out but she also knows how she would change it if 

she were to host it again next semester. “I think it went pretty well. I think I would downsize 
the room a little bit, so it doesn’t seem so empty just in case it’s not a huge turnout. I think I’d 
probably [collaborate] with another org as well.”

The success of the event hinged on the hype of EMU favorite DJ LiXxer. DJ LiXxer 
hyped the crowed between each round where she hosted some additional games, including an 
impromptu twerk off, a round of “Turbo Hustle” and an extra Family Feud-style bonus round.

“It was cool. It was different. I never did this before. The whole beat the DJ concept was 
pretty dope. I like it. Next time I’ll make it a little bit harder though because y’all knew it too 
easily. I didn’t want to [make it too] hard,” DJ LiXxer said.

DJ Sleezy accompanied DJ LiXxer and helped set up the equipment. Even though he is a 
DJ, he still found the game challenging. He said, “It was fun. It kind of tested your musical 
sense because there was a couple stuff in there where I was like ‘wait what is that?’”

Reflecting on her busy schedule at this time of year, DJ LiXxer said, “It gets busy like 
especially now during the Homecoming season, so I do [events at] U of M, Wayne State and 
Eastern but y’all are probably, don’t tell anyone, but y’all are probably the hypest campus.”

YpsiWrites provides free writing tutoring service
SOPHIA KALAKAILO
ARTS REPORTER

YpsiWrites had its grand opening themed “Everyone’s a Writer” at all 
three branches of the Ypsilanti District Libraries on Saturday, Oct. 19. The 
event welcomed writers of all ages and experience and was entirely free. 

YpsiWrites is a free writing tutoring service that supports writers of all 
ages, levels and backgrounds. Writing coaches include trained EMU writing 
tutors and professors, local teachers and other trained volunteers from the 
community. 

Participants began by filling out sticky-notes and posting them on boards 
labeled “Why do you write?” and “What is the most memorable thing you 
have written?” Then, participants would move on to complete four writing 
prompts of their choice that were provided by 826 Michigan scattered around 
the library, each of them at a table with a trained volunteer writing coach. 
Once those four prompts were completed, participants were allowed to take a 
prize provided by various local businesses and enter a raffle.

In addition to these activities, at the Whittaker branch, there was an 
author’s exposition titled “The Writers of Ypsilanti” with local authors 
including Angela Verges, Debbie Taylor, Doug Kuntz and Amy Shrodes, 
Misty Zaugg and S.J. Lomas. The authors each spoke on and read exerpts 

from their books. 
Participant and community member, Rama Baissa, came to YpsiWrites 

for the first time on Saturday at the Michigan Avenue branch. She filled out 
her sticky note to post on the board, explaining why she writes and helped her 
younger brother fill his out as well. Baissa went on to complete four different 
writing prompts during the event and plans to return to YpsiWrites in the 
future.

“I love writing about my imagination. So technically anything I will have 
in my mind I will write it down,” said Baissa. “I’m excited to write and also 
meet other writers too and hear what’s in their imagination too, and why they 
write.”

The writing prompts provided included writing “silly ads,” writing your 
own restaurant menu, found poetry, a six word memoir, “the happiest thing,” 
“the softest thing,” “the most difficult thing” and more.

“We have various writing prompts that are just kind of to get people to 
think about different ways of writing. A lot of us are hesitant to put pencil 
to paper because, you know, we don’t know if our ideas are going to be well 
accepted and whatnot. So we give them ideas to prompt their brain storming,” 
said Bryan Alfaro, volunteer writing coach for YpsiWrites and writing tutor 
at the EMU writing center. “It’s just getting them to think about different 
adjectives to try to get their stories rolling in their own heads so they can share 

them with other people.”
After completing some writing prompt, community member and 

participant Charles Green reflected on his experience with the writing coaches.
“Overall, I thought the writing help was pushing yourself to another thing 

a little that you never thought of before,” commented Green. “And it just 
helped you put your mind on paper.”

YpsiWrites hosts workshops and drop-in services at all three branches. 
Upcoming workshops include National Novel Writing month support in 
November and poetry workshops in December. For more information see @
YpsiWrites on Twitter or Instagram.

EMU 
Theater 
presents 
‘Cabaret’
MEGAN MORRISON
NEWS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University Theatre 
presents Cabaret, based on the play by 
John Van Druten. 

Cabaret takes place in Berlin, 
Germany in 1929. The story follows 
cheeky and eclectic characters such as 
the American, Cliff, the seductive Sally 
Bowles from England and Herr Schultz, a 
Jewish fruit seller. The audience watches 
the characters interact in a Germany 
where the Third Reich is arising outside 
their door.

The musical features a lineup of catchy 
songs, accentuated by the ensemble of 
live musicians on stage. Music direction 
was done by R. Mackenzie Lewis.

To add to the authenticity of the show, 
German was taught by Pirooz Aghssa and 
dialects were taught by Lee Stille. 

The production was originally set to 
be directed by Phil Simmons, an Assistant 
Professor at EMU. Due to an unfortunate 
health issue that inhibited him from 
physically being there, he was unable 
to take on all the traditional duties of a 
director.

From these unfortunate circumstances 
arose “The Phillage,” the company 
members who worked together to make 
the “show go on” in the absence of 
Simmons. Through their hard work and 
collaboration, they were able to bring 
Cabaret to life on Quirk’s stage.

In the Director’s Note given at the 
beginning of the performance, a brief 
letter is written to the audience to inform 
them of the “blood, sweat, and tears” that 
the cast and crew endured to produce the 
show.

One member of the “Phillage” was 
Jenny Koppera, an EMU alumna who 
choreographed the big dance numbers 
in the show. Working alongside her was 
current EMU student, Cosette Hood. 

Hood acted as assistant choreographer. 
She learned the runs and helped direct the 
dancers based off notes left by Koppera. 
She also had to learn each of the dances 
in case there were times she had to fill in.

Another important part of the crew 
was EMU student Madelynne Brown, 
who worked with Sound Design. Her 
duties included creating sound effects 
and deciding where microphones would 
be placed.

The entire production relied heavily on 
collaboration. “You have to collaborate 
with all the teams,” said Brown on how 
aspects of the production such as sound 
and lights were coordinated. The various 
production crews had to join forces in 
order to ensure all aspects of Cabaret ran 
smoothly.

“Cabaret says a lot about our society 
today, socially and politically,” Brown 
added when asked about why people 
should see the show.

Elijah Brown, EMU student, saw the 
musical opening night. He found it to be 
enthralling.

“I honestly think it was one of the best 
productions I’ve seen here [at EMU].” 
Elijah added, “I liked that they worked 
hard enough to learn German and the 
dialect so that it really seemed like the 
time and place it was supposed to take 
place.”

There are still several performances of 
the risqué Cabaret to catch. There will be 
performances on October 24-26 at 7 p.m. 
and October 27 at 2 p.m at Quirk Theatre. 

Tickets can be purchased at the 
Student Center ticket office or the Quirk 
Box Office in person, by phone at 734-
487-2282 and online at www.emutix.com.

Smith speaks on overcoming challenges 
at annual State of the University address
DAN D’INTRONO
NEWS REPORTER

On Tuesday, Oct. 15, Eastern Michigan University 
President James M. Smith gave his second annual State of 
the University address to an attendance of roughly 30 faculty, 
staff, students and community members.

The event, with very minimal prior announcement, 
occurred on campus at 4:00 p.m. in the Student Center 
auditorium. Through the course of his public address, President 
Smith outlined the financial and administrative faults of the 
university as well as how the university administration and 
community, as a whole, had made substantial progress thus far. 
Smith also discussed what was planned for the future success 
of the university.

The President’s address began with both the strengths and 
weaknesses of the university.

“When I arrived at EMU in 2016 I found the institution 
with...many deep strengths upon which to build...a legacy of 
170 years of existence…and a passionate alumni base, [of] 
over 100,000 [alumni who] live in a five county southeast 
Michigan region...[but] I also discovered [the] university had 
financial challenges,” Smith said.

Such challenges included a cut in state funding by $11 
million dollars in 2012 which had not been mediated within 
the years prior to Smith’s arrival in 2016. In the same period of 
time, despite decreases in both enrollment and thus tuition, as 
well as state aid, the university did not sufficiently decrease its 
staffing, according to Smith, to mediate these changes.

The result of this overspending was seven consecutive 
university operating deficits. Between the 2011 fiscal year and 
the 2017 fiscal year the university incurred nearly $60 million 
in budget deficits.

“Our reserves were dwindling, they fell below peer 
benchmarks, they fell below national accrediting agency 
benchmarks and they fell below bond rating benchmarks,“ 
Smith said. “The Higher Learning Commission had placed us 
on a financial watchlist.”

When it came to administrative changes, President Smith 
said, “It was clear that action could not be in a five year span 
or a ten year span. We had to quickly take action. So we began 
what, I think, is best described as a multiyear turnaround plan. 
We took difficult steps, including reducing our staffing to 

reflect the smaller institution more inline with our revenues. 
We reduced expenses. For all of our campus, we shared in a 
painful but necessary experience.”

This so called turnaround plan consisted of a number 
of significant changes, mainly through external business 
partnerships. EMU privatized its dining through a partnership 
with Chartwells and did much the same to its parking 
operation through a partnership with LAZ Parking. Of these 
partnerships, Smith said, “They provide a significant financial 
shot in the arm... that allowed us to escape from that financial 
watchlist.”

On a similar note, the university was able to reduce 
staffing through its “voluntary employee retirement incentive 
program,” also known as VRIP. Smith emphasized that VRIP 
was not “just about saving us money, instead it was about 
giving us flexibility to reorganize and look at ways we were 
doing business.”

Through Presidents Smith’s direction, following seven 
consecutive year of operating deficits, the university budgets 
of the past two years have been balanced operating returns 
(fiscal year 2018 and fiscal year 2019.) In the same time the 
university has doubled their unrestricted financial reserves 
and the university was removed from the Higher Learning 
Commission’s financial watchlist, granting accreditation to the 
university for ten more years.

According to President Smith, the university invested in 
“strategic campus infrastructure” including the 2017 “Loop 
One Project” as well as a campus cogeneration facility, with a 
turbine that has 93% of campus electrical needs as well as 98% 
of campus thermal needs built into its system. This facility has 
reduced campus carbon dioxide emissions by 21,000 tonnes 
and provides the university with an annual net savings of over 
$2.8 million dollars.

The President went on to note that ongoing renovations are 
occurring at the REC-IM, Strong Hall and Sill Hall, stating 
that these renovations were geared to the benefits of both 
students and faculty.

Much of this success, according to Smith, followed 
the campuses’ strategic plan which holds the priorities of 
promoting student success and engagement, delivering high 
quality academic programs and research and engaging and 
serving EMU and its regional communities. Additionally, an 
overarching university commitment to diversity, equity and 

inclusion has been woven into all of these priorities.
At his address, the President announced of a university 

Strategic Investment Fund, stating committing $250,000 
designed into next year’s budget to support new campus 
initiatives that support and enhance campus institutional 
priorities. Proposals to access the fund can include faculty 
initiatives, student retention, community engagement, as well 
as other endeavors in a similar vein. Requests to access funds 
will come through an annual budget process and campus 
feedback to refine what proposals will be accepted.

In his address, President Smith outlined the three primary 
institutional priorities for the coming year as promoting student 
success and engagement, delivering high quality academic 
programs and quality research and lastly engaging and serving 
EMU and the regional communities.

Smith identified that success within the student body can 
be exemplified by the increase in the six-year graduation rate 
across the entire student population but even more significantly 
those who receive Education First Opportunity Scholarship as 
well as student athletes. The average GPA of student athletes at 
EMU has also increased to an all-time high of 3.27.

Similarly, Eastern will have its first successful graduate 
who participated in the new Eagle Engage Corps. The Eagle 
Engage Corps is a program developed by the university to 
retain and allow re-admission to students who left EMU due to 
financial strains. The program incorporates community service 
and debt forgiveness to allow students to continue their studies 
at Eastern without the previous financial constraints.

AUSTIN BOOKMEMBERS OF THE ZETA SIGMA CHI SORORITY POSE IN THE STUDENT CENTER.
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Indelible: A musical discussion on creativity
FENRIK GOERLITZ
COLUMNIST

Quote by Bob Dylan — “I was born very far from where I’m supposed to be, and so I’m 
on my way home.” This quote stirs up thoughts regarding who, when and where home is. 

We’re born, the beginning, our start. Through living, in our distinctly different ways, 
we’re all going somewhere. I don’t think this quote is saying that we’re necessarily born 
in the wrong place; I believe it’s simply referring to life as a journey, with birth being the 
starting point. 

“Home,” to me, acts as a metaphor for death. Although we often don’t think about it 
this way, death is always the end of our time on earth. In most other journeys we take while 
living, the end is the result, the prize, the accomplishment. Additionally, we don’t usually 
think about death as a prize and for me at least, I think that’s completely due to being 
insecure about what comes with it. Death isn’t concrete and so I can’t inspect my prize.

This quote implores me to look past my insecurity, to get over myself. To think about 
death as home. To fully recognize it as certain. Through living, I and all of us are getting 
ever closer. We’re all genuinely on our way home.

“Love Comes Quietly” — poem by Robert Creeley, published in 1962. To me, “Love 
Comes Quietly” is a divine poem. I’ve read it many times and I want to share some 
substance I’ve found. 

The reminder that love carries no rules and it truly doesn’t fret over ours. A repeated hint 
that one should stop pushing love away for fear of conforming to it. 

We all need love, it’s not useful to pretend otherwise. Creeley’s poem is a signal. We 
should be open and natural in our craving for love and the comfort we find in it. 

It is a piece of art, one that has healed me. I believe that when both read and duly 
thought through, the poem will provide a therapeutic touch to you as well. But certainly, 
don’t take my word for it. Read it yourself!

David Lynch // “I’m a regular person. I do regular things.”

Elizabeth Warren is best fit to 
take on Bernie Sanders’ legacy

PARKER LAZAR
COLUMNIST

October began in the worst way possible for Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, as he underwent surgery to treat an artery blockage 
and was forced to cancel his scheduled campaign events 
until further notice.

Sanders was at the fourth Democratic debate on Tuesday, 
but this recent medical emergency raises new questions 
about his ability to survive a term in the White House.

That being said, it’s almost impossible to deny the 
importance of what he’s accomplished during two 
presidential campaigns. In 2016, Sen. Sanders managed 
to gather a strong supporter base, despite what some 
considered to be “too far left” for the Democratic party. 
Although the nomination would end up going to Hillary 
Clinton, Sanders still managed to shift the Democratic 
talking points in a new and progressive direction.

This shift in focus for the party is part of what helped 
open the door for so many progressive Democrats in 2018. 
Without Sanders’ campaign, Democrats having been able to 
energize enough voters to retake the House seems unlikely, 
guaranteeing they would have been unsuccessful in an 
impeachment inquiry against President Donald Trump.

Even beyond 2016, his political escapades have helped 
define the future of the party. As the 2020 election draws 
near, this new focus for the party is on full display as many 
of the party’s front runners are emphasizing policies that 
would have been unheard of eight years ago.

From Andrew Yang’s Freedom Dividend of $1,000 
a month and Sen. Cory Booker’s baby bonds program 

to Universal Childcare and Medicare for All, which has 
support from almost all major candidates, these policies 
are proof of the new progressive agenda of the party. These 
ideas energize young people in ways that no candidate has 
been able to in the past, and all of these are due in part to 
Sanders’ success in 2016.

Speaking of young people, it was his success with young 
voters that helped garner much of his support. The lovable, 
meme-able senator appealed to young people in ways 
that Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump could never have 
imagined, which garnered him massive returns in 2016.

It was this surge in young voters, alongside the tense 
attitudes that polluted the Democratic National Convention, 
that forced the Democratic National Committee to change 
its rulings on super-delegates ahead of the 2020 election. 
Without the influence of super-delegates, candidates 
deemed “too extreme” for the fairly moderate party insiders 
still have a significant chance of winning, which is a benefit 
to both Sen. Sanders and his longtime colleague Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren.

But, given the recent health scare, should Sen. Sanders 
continue to run for the nomination? Personally, I don’t 
believe that to be a strong plan. While he is a strong 
competitor and can energize young voters in ways other 
candidates are simply unable to, he’s reaching a point where 
his age is becoming an ever-present risk to his candidacy. 
So, who could replace him? Given the current Democratic 
field, is there a candidate who could be able to energize 
people in a way that can allow them to overcome President 
Trump and claim victory in 2020?

Yes. I mean, I don’t think it would go over well with 

anyone if I had all this build-up, only to say there was 
nobody to replace him.

Personally, the only candidate I can foresee carrying on 
Sanders’ progressive movement is Sen. Warren, someone 
who has worked closely with Sen. Sanders for years. Her 
plans closely mirror those of the Vermont senator, in many 
ways serving as a “moderate’s Bernie Sanders” for pushing 
progressive plans with realistic expectations and policies to 
achieve them. Her appeal has been steadily growing as she 
closes the gap on current front runner Joe Biden, adding 
even more momentum to her political movement.

Is she capable of beating President Trump? It’s too early 
to tell, and Sen. Sanders staying in the race certainly isn’t 
helping. As more and more Sanders supporters declare 
themselves to be “Bernie or Bust,” we are starting to see 
patterns reflective of 2016, as the “Bernie Bros” broke away 
from the Democratic Party over Hillary Clinton receiving 
the nomination.

So, what’s the best course of action? How do we make 
sure that doesn’t happen? Simply put, Sen. Sanders needs 
to drop out of the race. If he concedes in a polite and 
respectable way, he can direct his base to fall in line behind 
Sen. Warren and give her the push she needs to take the 
party nomination.

Sanders doesn’t need to win the nomination to enact 
the changes he wants to see. He doesn’t need to hold the 
highest office to bring about the greatest social reforms. His 
impact on the Democratic party is one that will remain for 
decades, or even centuries, and will help shape the future 
of American politics as we know it. He might not win the 
Presidency, but he’s already won the fight for the people.

PHOTO BY VIDAR NORDLI-MATHISEN ON UNSPLASH

Fantasia 
releases 
new album
TOM CRAMER
COLUMNIST

Among the other songs on Fantasia’s 
new album, “Sketchbook,“ the song “The 
Way!” is fitting for her seventh album 
because this is the first time she is doing 
things her own way and releasing an 
album on her own label, Rock Soul Inc.

This jazz-inspired song happens to be 
one of the standout tracks, and it’s where 
we find Fantasia giving us a rare, stripped-
down vocal performance.

The album begins with the song 
“History,” letting the listener know she’s 
back stronger and ready to do things her 
own way. “I’ve been investing my time, 
working on my dime,” she sings. 

“PTSD” featuring T-Pain just doesn’t 
work, however. While the song has grown 
on me, hearing a good singer sing with 
someone who uses auto-tune for his vocals 
is odd and frustrating to the ears. 

“Bad Girl” is one of the best tracks on 
the album. It’s very theatrical, and Fantasia 
brings her all to this song. Fantasia starred 
in both “The Color Purple” and “After 
Midnight” on Broadway, and she has 
found her sweet spot performing songs in 
this style.

“Take Off” is a get-up-on-your-feet-
and-dance song. This song gives us a little 
bit of everything, which is what Fantasia 
wanted from this album. It seems like a 
pop song with layers of both R&B and 
music of the islands.

Fantasia is known for a hauntingly 
beautiful and empowering ballad and that 
can be found on the track “Fighting.” She 
may be trying some new things on this 
album, but “Fighting” is where we find 
the Fantasia we’ve come to know and love 
over the years.

“There is no mountain that we couldn’t 
climb,” sings Fantasia. “There is no ocean, 
no river too wide.”

Fantasia finds a great fit in the song 
“Holy Ghost.” She blends a hip-hop beat 
over a gospel message.

“Let me tell you about holy ghost,” 
Fantasia sings. “That’s what you feel 
when I hit every note.” 

“Sketchbook” was chosen as the title 
for this album because Fantasia wanted to 
show her love of different types of music 
and that art shouldn’t have rules. The best 
reflection of this concept is the heavily 
rock-inspired “Warning.” 

Another song that suits Fantasia well 
is the gospel song called “Looking For 
You,” which features her mother Diane. 
Her mother can really sing. This track may 
end the album, but it’s one of the top songs 
here. Fantasia’s vocals are restrained for 
most of the track, yet she also gives the 
listener a little of signature Fantasia with 
her rasp and belt. This is Fantasia in top 
form and is truly the way to end her album. 

Fantasia may have had many ups and 
downs, both personally and professionally, 
but here she is back with an album that’s 
deserving of the listener’s time. I’d 
recommend this journey of an album to 
anyone. She sometimes colored inside the 
lines, and sometimes she let the colors go 
all over the place. At the end of the day, 
isn’t that what an artist should be allowed 
to do?

You can defeat Seasonal Affective Disorder
ALLY GRAHAM
OPINIONS EDITOR

It’s odd how the seasons first change so slowly and then seemingly all at 
once we’re thrown into a completely different universe. From feeling the sun 
melt on your skin until 9:00 p.m. to watching the outside world get swallowed 
by night before you’ve even had dinner, it is something us Michiganders 
must adapt to year after year. And yes, we can spruce it up with festivities 
like haunted houses and pumpkin patches and jacking up our excitement for 
the upcoming holiday season but the truth is, most people do in fact struggle 
with this drastic change after summer. It brings upon a very common struggle 
known as Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD).  

As difficult as it may be to discuss, SAD is nothing to be ashamed of or 
embarrassed to have. It is estimated that 10 million Americans get diagnosed 
every year and another 20% reportedly have more mild forms. This disease is 
also 4 times more likely to occur within women than men but it can happen 
to anyone. The symptoms of SAD include typically long lengths depressive 
episodes repeating year after year during a season. It is usually in the Fall 
or Winter time, which is why it is often called the “Winter Blues,” but there 
are also reported cases during the spring and summer time as well. It may be 
identified in a person from fluctuation in weight, drop in motivation, mood 
swings, body pains, disordered eating habits and overall irritability. 

To first understand how to overcome these, it’s easier to understand why 
it may be happening. One of the biggest reasons for Fall-Winter depression is 
the lack of sunlight a person is getting. A persons’ amount of sunlight triggers 
how much Serotonin their brain produces, which is known as the “happy 
chemical.” When a person has to make the switch of the summer sun to cold, 
fall nights, their brain doesn’t make as much serotonin, leaving them triggered 
into depressive episodes until their body can get that sunlight again. Changes in 
season also disrupts Melatonin levels, which helps a person sleep, leaving them 
constantly tired and unmotivated. 

Another reason for SAD could be trauma. If a person suffered a tragic loss 
or traumatic event during a certain time of the year, our mind and bodies often 
associate the season with that event, causing us revisit those feelings during that 
time year after year. We subconsciously begin creating a seasonal depression 

from our own tragic experience. For 
example, if someone were to lose a family 
member in December, the holiday season 
may be tainted for them for future years as 
it only reminds them of the pain they had 
once experienced during that time.

SAD hits college students especially 
hard. Not only do we have the latter 
factors but we also struggle with the stress 
of finals, preparing for the next semster 
and being away from our families. These 
emotions of anxiousness, sadness and 
loneliness are totally normal to have and 
there are ways to combat them. 

Exercising, meditating, eating healthy, 
engaging in social events, sticking to a 
solid sleep schedule, planning fun future 
events and overall doing activities that 
make you happy are all good habits to 
practice during this time to keep spirits up 
and your mind distracted but there is one 
practice that I feel is most important and 
effective: Therapy. 

There is a stigma that follows therapy, 
that it’s only for people who are unstable 
but that’s not true. Therapy gives a 
person a wonderful outlet by speaking 
to an unbiased professional about all the feelings and emotions they may not 
be able to convey to friends and family. For EMU students, we are lucky to 
have Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at Snow Health Center. 
They offer 13 free therapy sessions with a licensed professional as well as light 
therapy, 30 minutes under a lamp to mimic sunlight and help enhance serotonin 
levels. CAPS has been incredibly helpful to me and many of my friends during 
the cold, dark winter months. 

So whether you are suffering from SAD or notice a friend following the 

common symptoms, just know that it is perfectly normal. It is so common to 
suffer from seasonal depression and you don’t need to let it consume you. It’s 
incredibly difficult to get out of the rut but there are ways you can at least 
lighten the blow and learn to manage these dark emotions. Just remember that 
it’s okay to need therapy, you will make it through the season and you’re never 
alone!

PHOTO BY ANDRIK LANGFIELD
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 461 Tough Previous solution - Medium

DR. SPHERE | TARIQ HARRIS

HIJINX DETECTIVES | SARAH ZIMMER

DRAWING AND YEEHAWING | AMBERLY GASCON KIDS R’ US | ISABELLA KALAKAILO
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EMU 
volleyball 
falls to 
Ball State

JADAN SHORTS
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan women’s 
volleyball team has had an up-and-down 
season thus far through 18 matches.

The Eagles won two straight games 
against Ohio and Toledo before falling to 
Ball State at the Convocation Center Oct. 
12. The Cardinals won the match 3-2.

The team is made up of 17 players, 
which includes seven freshman, five 
sophomores, two juniors and three seniors. 
They have a lot of inexperience following 
the 2018 team who won the MAC 
championship and reached the NCAA 
Tournament. The team is also coached by 
first-year head coach Darcy Dorton. She is 
accompanied by assistant coaches Kassie 
Kadera and Peter Winters.

In the 18 games the Eagles have played 
thus far, they have a 7-11 record overall. 
The Eagles are 2-4 in the Mid-American 
Conference and have a 3-3 record on their 
home floor. Eastern Michigan is 4-8 on 
the road or at a neutral site. The team has 
totaled 1,079 digs, 884 kills, 829 assists 
and 57 aces to this point in the year.

Eastern Michigan has had victories 
against Utah State, Florida A&M, 
McNeese, Purdue-Fort Wayne, A&M 
Corpus-Christi, Ohio and Toledo. The 
losses have been to Southern Utah, Xavier, 
Louisiana, Navy, Murray State, Purdue, 
Western Michigan, Northern Illinois, 
Central Michigan and Ball State. The last 
four were versus conference opponents.

In the first win of the season over Utah 
State, junior Franki Strefling had 16 kills. 
Alayna Jansky and Cassie Haut helped 
out with two aces. Riley Taylor, who is a 
senior, has 30 assists. The Eagles’ recent 
victory was against the University of 
Toledo on Oct. 11, with approximately 176 
people in attendance. The team won behind 
74 digs, 59 kills, 53 assists, 10 blocks and 
four aces. The team leaders that game were 
Haut, Strefling, Raeven Chase, Mackenzie 
Garis and Taylor.

Riley had a team-high 50 assists, while 
Haut led the team with 16 kills in the 
win. Chase made a big difference on the 
defensive end, compiling six blocks during 
the match. The Rockets were led by Megan 
Beasley, who totaled 29 assists in the loss. 
The Eagles won the match by a score of 
25-23, 25-16, 24-26 and 25-15.

Haut was named MAC Offensive 
Player of the Week for her performances 
against Toledo and Ball State. Despite 
losing the second match, Haut impressed 
with a season-high 21 kills against the 
Cardinals. Haut, who won the MAC 
Tournament MVP last season, has a .329 
hitting percentage, which currently ranks 
eighth in the MAC.

The Echo reached out to EMU Media 
Relations, but no one was made available 
for comment.

The Eagles next outing will be against 
Miami (OH) on the road on Friday, Oct. 
18 at 7 p.m. Eastern Michigan’s next home 
game will be versus the Buffalo Bulls 
on Thursday, Oct. 24 at the Convocation 
Center.

In between those two outings, EMU 
will also face Bowling Green on the road 
on Saturday, Oct. 19. The Eagles will look 
to win their second straight conference 
championship as they will compete in the 
MAC Tournament beginning Nov. 21 in 
Bowling Green.

Breck Turner prepares for rival 
Western Michigan University

CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

Breck Turner committed to Eastern Michigan prior 
to the 2016 season, and now he’s a senior running back 
looking to end his career with a successful season.

Before the season began, Turner was named to the 
Doak Walker award watch list for the top running back 
in the country, which included 71 players. 

Turner, who is from Norwalk, Ohio, joined the Eagles 
in 2016 and played 10 games during his freshman season. 
He compiled 417 yards and scored four touchdowns. 
Turner helped EMU go 7-6 and reach the Popeyes 
Bahamas Bowl. In his second season in Ypsilanti, he had 
118 yards through the air and 23 yards on the ground. 

During Turner’s junior year, the Eagles once again 
found themselves in a bowl game. They went 7-6 again 
and appeared in the Camellia Bowl, losing to Georgia 
Southern 23-21 on a game-winning field goal. Despite the 

heartbreaking finish, Turner improved on his sophomore 
statistics and compiled 169 rushing yards while catching 
nine passes. 

Turner is a sports management major and earned 
academic All-MAC honors in 2018.

“I didn’t know a lot of the things that went into a 
football game,” Turner said regarding his time off 
the field at EMU. “It really gave me an appreciation 
of everything that goes into it, and I’m glad I got an 
opportunity just to be a part of it and learn how to do all 
of those things too.”

The team came into 2019 with high expectations, and 
through six games, the Eagles are 3-3 and have wins 
over Coastal Carolina, Illinois and Central Connecticut 
State. The Eagles have lost back-to-back games, though, 
as they’ve fallen to 0-2 in the MAC with losses against 
Central Michigan and Ball State. 

“When people think of Eastern Michigan football, 
they don’t think of a team that could have went 5-1 or 
could win a MAC championship,” Turner said. “They 

think about a team that has lost for the last 40 years. 
They don’t have a lot of faith in us. When we have our 
backs against the walls, we feel we play our best football. 
That’s what we’re going to go out and do.”

Turner has added 63 yards to his career total so far 
this year, running for 2.3 yards per carry. He has also 
added a career-high 12 receptions and tied his season-
high for receiving yards with 72. He had 26 yards on 10 
rushes in the thrilling 34-31 win over Illinois on the road 
and put up 20 yards in the loss versus Ball State. 

“One of the reasons I committed was because I 
wanted to help coach Creighton and this team turn it 
around,” Turner said. “Once we start moving the chains 
better, our offense will take off. First and second down 
are big, and we have to do a better job of converting 
on third down. We’re all really excited for the Western 
[Michigan] game coming up.”

The Eagles will face Western Michigan on Saturday, 
Oct. 19 at Rynearson Stadium.

JANINA POLLATZBRECK TURNER SCORES A TOUCHDOWN AGAINST TOLEDO AT RYNEARSON STADIUM ON OCT. 8.

JANINA POLLATZ
ALYSSA LAFACE BUMPS THE BALL 
AGAINST WESTERN MICHIGAN AT THE 
CONVOCATION CENTER.

Kobie Beltram takes on larger 
role in second season with EMU

JADAN SHORTS
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan football continues to support one another as its season comes 
to the halfway point. A big part of the Eagles’ team has been the defense and Kobie 
Beltram stepping up during his senior season.

Beltram has had a diligent season so far to say the least. Beltram had 55 total tackles 
on the season, including 26 solo tackles and 29 assisted tackles. He also had two forced 
fumbles, four deflected passes, one fumble recovery and one tackle for loss. All of 
those are improvements from Beltram’s junior season, as he finished the year with 16 
assisted tackles, five solo tackles, one pass deflection and 0.5 tackles for loss.

Beltram is originally from California, where he attended Antioch High School 
playing under coaches John Lucido and Brett Dudley. He ended his high school career 
as the all-time tackle leader in school history with 343 tackles, with 208 of those 
tackles being accomplished during his sophomore and junior years.

At City College of San Francisco, Beltram was the 2017-18 captain for the football 
team, and he showed his talent off and on the field. He maintained a 3.8 GPA and made 
the dean’s list. Beltram first took an interest in Eastern Michigan at his first visit on 
Dec. 8, 2017 and committed to Eastern Michigan 12 days later. Three years later, he’s 
one of the must-watch players on the Eagles defense.

Following the Eagles loss to Ball State in their homecoming game, Beltram said: 

“We’re going to bounce back. We’ll be good. We knew it was going to be tough fought. 
It’s going to be difficult. We gotta show up and play. This one stings. Next week we’ll 
bounce back and get better.”

He is determined to get back on the field and show Eastern Michigan followers that 
the Eagles can perform as well as they did during their games earlier in the season 
against Coastal Carolina, Illinois and Central Connecticut State.

Beltram understands that his team can’t win every game, but what matters is that 
the Eagles continue to work hard and compete. He later mentioned in the same press 
conference that he’s confident they can get back to their winning ways versus Western 
Michigan.

Beltram, who believes he is a hard-working and self-motivated individual, believes 
he is playing at the best of his ability and he just wants to continue to learn as much 
as possible.

“I just came out and showed the true player I am,” he said. “Just try to go relentless 
and be the best player I can be.”

Beltram has had three games this season where he totaled 10+ tackles and has had at 
least seven tackles in all but one game. His season-high for tackles in one game is 12, 
which he has done twice. The first was against Central Connecticut State, as he totaled 
12 tackles, one forced fumble, one fumble recovery and one pass deflection. He also 
had 12 tackles against Ball State, four of which were solo tackles.

The Eagles next game is versus Western Michigan on Oct. 19.

ISABELLA WYKOWSKIEAGLES PLAY DEFENSE ON SEPT. 7, 2019 AT KROGER FIELD IN LEXINGTON.
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Latu and 
Eagle’s 
receiving 
core

ZACH STURGILL
SPORTS REPORTER

Line Latu is playing in his second season 
with the Eastern Michigan Eagles after 
coming from San Mateo Community College 
in California, where former lineman Jimmy 
Leatiota and former receiver Johnnie Niupalau 
also attended before transferring to EMU.

“I had two former junior college teammates 
that came here and they spoke very highly of 
this place. They told me how tough they are 
here,” Latu said. “I just felt that it would be a 
right fit here. This isn’t a Power Five school 
or nothing like that but just being here and 
playing here, division one college football. It 
just feels honest to God great.”

Latu attended San Mateo High School 
in California where he was a versatile utility 
player. He played snaps as quarterback, 
running back, safety and punter during his time 
there. He was team MVP in his senior season, 
where he had 1,059 all-purpose yards, nine 
touchdowns, 62 tackles and five interceptions.

He stayed close to home for college when 
he played at San Mateo Community College. 
In two seasons playing for the Bulldogs, Latu 
was named to All-Conference honors both 
years and had 87 receptions for 1,453 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. The opportunity to play at 
EMU came after that.

The best statistical line this season for Latu 
came at Kentucky on Saturday, Sept. 7, where 
he had four receptions for 49 yards and a 26-
yard touchdown from Mike Glass III. Latu had 
three touchdowns and 372 receiving yards in 
2018. The Eagles lost that game 38-17, despite 
Latu’s positive outing.

Latu rushed the ball twice in the loss against 
Ball State on Oct. 12, picking up a gain of 10 
yards on his first carry. He talked about his 
past experience in helping the ground game: 
“Running the ball, I’ve done that a lot in high 
school and in JUCO. Knowing that they can 
trust me and make plays with that means a lot. 
Every week we’re going to work and we just 
know that we have to be the best for ourselves, 
try to ease up the running game and open it up 
for them.”

The Eagles rank fourth in the MAC in 
passing offense with 270 yards per game, 
through six games. They are second in 
passing touchdowns with 14, only behind 
Western Michigan. In the 29-23 loss to Ball 
State on Homecoming weekend, there were 
16 incompletions and three interceptions for 
Glass and the EMU offense.

“Our receiving group, we definitely try and 
get on each other to try and pick each other 
up,” Latu said. “I know Mike Glass coming to 
us and talking about how he still trusts in us 
no matter what happens. Running backs keep 
their heads up all the time and the o-line does 
the same thing.”

A loss in midseason didn’t stop Latu from 
recalling some team bonding in the offseason. 
His skills in running and catching also translate 
to the lanes: “In the summer we usually have a 
bowling competition, coaches versus players. 
I talked to coach and I felt sorry for him that 
the coaches won’t be able to win a bowling 
competition when I’m here.”

ZACH STURGILL
EMU RECEIVER LINE LATU RUNS AFTER 
THE CATCH AT RYNEARSON STADIUM ON 
OCT. 12.

Preston Hutchinson shines in 
Eastern Michigan’s 34-27 win
JOEY PISANESCHI
FOOTBALL REPORTER

Preston Hutchinson’s heroic performance in his first 
career start gave the Eagles their first win over Western 
Michigan in six seasons on Saturday, Oct. 19 by a score of 
34-27. Hutchinson stepped in for an injured Mike Glass III 
and threw for 357 yards while completing 84% of his passes 
and accounting for four touchdowns.

“I have a 1-0 mentality, it is not about me individually and 
my stats. I am just trying to get a W in the win loss column,” 
Hutchinson said on his performance. “I think they all do a 
great job running the exact depth of routes and they’re just 
very disciplined with their route running. I expect the same 
thing from every receiver, no matter who it is.”

Head coach Chris Creighton earned his first victory 
over Western Michigan in his tenure as the head coach of 
Eastern Michigan, but was very quick to direct praise to other 

members of his staff: “Coach Keen did a really good job with 
the offensive staff, spending a little extra time focusing. We 
put a lot of work into it. Our guys put a lot of work into it. 
Coach Keen did a great job of being the aggressor.”

Creighton also touched on his sophomore quarterback 
Hutchinson’s debut: “It couldn’t have been a better human 
being, that guy has spent so much time getting himself ready. 
It has been years that he has not been at the top of the depth 
chart. I have so much respect for him and the person is, and 
the belief he has in himself. He executed the gameplan and 
did a really good job. Those are wild numbers. What an 
awesome job Preston did.”

With the performance Hutchinson had tonight, some 
people might speculate that there will be a quarterback 
controversy brewing in Ypsilanti but Creighton was quick 
to shoot that down: “I haven’t even thought about that. I 
mean Preston had a fantastic game, there’s no doubt. But we 
absolutely want Mike to get healthy.”

In the absence of Glass, Shaq Vann made his first start 

back from injury. Creighton spoke very highly of Vann and 
what he brought to the offense: “I thought Shaq played well. 
Offensively it was a good plan on how we attacked them. We 
want to be balanced in the run and pass, I think good offenses 
are. I think we showed that tonight and Shaq was a big part 
of it.”

Although the offense stole the show with the highlight 
plays and scores, the Eastern Michigan defense allowed only 
27 points, staying below their season average and key plays 
to get off of the field on third down. Creighton said he thought 
the defense made some really key stops and continued to get 
stops even when the offense wasn’t able to respond.

After two games at home at Rynearson Stadium, Eastern 
Michigan now travels to the Glass Bowl in Toledo, Ohio 
to take on the Rockets from the University of Toledo on 
Saturday, Oct. 26. The Broncos of Western Michigan return 
back home to Kalamazoo to take on the Falcons from 
Bowling Green University.

ALL PHOTOS BY ZACH STURGILL

TOP LEFT: EMU DEFENSIVE LINEMAND 
SETS FOR SNAP
TOP RIGHT: EMU RECEIVER MATHEW 
SEXTON JUMPS UP FOR TOUCHDOWN
MIDDLE LEFT: WMU RECEIVER COREY 
CROOMS CATCHES TOUCHDOWN PASS
MIDDLE RIGHT: EMU CORNERBACK 
FREDDIE MCGEE III COVERS RECEIVER
BOTTOM LEFT: EMU RECEIVER HASSAN 
BEYDOUN RUNS DOWN THE FIELD
BOTTOM RIGHT: EMU QUARTERBACK 
PRESTON HUTCHINSON DROPS BACK FOR 
PASS
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EMU women’s golf 
wins back-to-back 
tournaments

TIAUNA ALLEN
SPORTS REPORTER

On Tuesday, Oct. 8, the Eastern 
Michigan women’s golf team won its 
second consecutive tournament with a 
score of 942 (316-314-312) after going 
into the third round of the MAC Fall 
Preview trailing by three strokes. The 
Eagles captured the victory at Silver Lake 
Country Club.

A week prior to the MAC Fall 
Preview, the Eagles took home the title 
at the Shirley Spork Invitational which 
took place at Eagle Crest Golf Club. For 
the first time since the 2007-08 season, 
EMU captured back-to-back tournament 
victories. That season, EMU won the 
Legends Shootout before grabbing a 
victory at the Red Rocks Invitational.

For EMU, this is the first championship 
captured in consecutive weeks since 
the 2006-07 season after winning at 
the Saluki Invitational then followed 
by a win at the EKU Invitational. This 
latest victory will mark the second title 
for second year head coach, Stephanie 
Jennings. It is also the 23rd title in the 
programs history.

The Bangkok, Thailand native and 
EMU sophomore Green Apichonlati, 
finished second with a score of 228 (81-
72-75). However, Kent State freshman, 
Sitanun Jonglikit claimed medalist 
honors with a six-over 222 (75-73-74). 
Aside from Apichonlati, the Eagles had 
three other players who finished in the 
top 20.

Also, from Bangkok, junior Preaw 
Sripatrprasite finished 12th with a score 
of 236 (77-80-79). The next Eagles 
golfer, senior Julia Stevenson finished 
15th with a score of 238 (77-81-80). The 
last Eagle to finish top 20 was senior 
Maria Connelly. Connelly finished at the 

20th spot after scoring 240 (81-81-78).
Other Eagles like freshman Olivia 

Loberg and senior Katelin Lawson 
finished 42nd and tied for 26th, 
respectively. Lawson had a two-day total 
of 251 (81-89-81). Loberg played as an 
individual and finished with a score of 
243 (75-86-82). As a team, EMU finished 
at an obvious number one spot with a 
score of 942 (316-314-312).

The Akron Zips finished as the runner-
up. The Zips finished with a score of 947 
(319-308-320). The Ball State Cardinals 
had the third spot after finishing with 
a score of 949 (324-309-316). The 
Toledo Rockets and Western Michigan 
Broncos took the fourth and fifth spots, 
respectively. The Rockets scored 954 
(325-308-321) while the Broncos finished 
961 (321-314-326). The only non-MAC 
team, Youngstown State finished 6th with 
a score of 975 (322-332-321).

The last three places were held by the 
Central Michigan Chippewas, Bowling 
Green State Falcons and Ohio Bobcats. 
Central Michigan finished in 7th place 
with a score 976 (328-321-327), while 
Bowling Green earned 8th place with a 
score of 977 (323-319-335). Lastly, Ohio 
finished in 9th with a score of 984 (329-
318-337).

The Echo reached out to EMU media 
relations but no one was made available 
for comment.

Following its back-to-back victories, 
the Eagles will be back in competition 
to close out the fall campaign at the 
Florida International University Pat 
Bradley Invitational from Oct. 20-22, 
in Lakewood Ranch, Fla. In the other 
two tournaments the Eagles participated 
in, they finished in fifth place. Eastern 
Michigan has seven more tournaments 
before the MAC Tournament starts on 
Friday, April 24.

EMU gymnastics ranked 
24th in academics

TIAUNA ALLEN
SPORTS REPORTER

The Women’s Collegiate Gymnastics 
Association announced the top academic 
teams from the 2018-19 year, and the 
Eastern Michigan’s gymnastic team landed 
the 24th spot in the country with a team 
GPA of 3.5.

Four other MAC schools joined 
EMU on the list in the top-25. Western 
Michigan, Kent State, Northern Illinois 
and Central Michigan are included in the 
rankings. Western Michigan and Northern 
Illinois actually made top five by securing 
the second and third spots on the list, 
respectively.

Along with that, 12 EMU gymnasts were 
named WCGA Scholastic All-American. 
The 12 Eagles to be honored were Megan 
Benzie, Cortney Bezold, Carly Clark, Emili 
Dobronics, Shannon Gregory, Cali Harden, 

Megan Hultgren, Carly Kosanovich, Bri 
Price, Charlotte Reynolds, Jada Rondeau 
and Caitlin Satler. Each of the 12 Eagles 
maintained an overall GPA of 3.5 or 
completed the 2018-19 school year with a 
3.5 GPA.

Aside from academics, the EMU 
Gymnastics team finished the 2019 season 
with an overall record of 6-10. The Eagles 
were 3-3 in the conference. The team was 
3-1 at home but had a losing record of 1-6 
on the road.

The Eagles lost their first four matches 
on the road against Utah State, Pittsburgh, 
West Virginia and NIU. After a three-
game losing streak to start the season, the 
Eagles bounced back winning the next 
three matches. Two of the three wins were 
on the road against Western Michigan and 
Bowling Green.

The win against Ball State took place 
at the Convocation Center. It was the first 

win of the season and the first home match 
for the Eagles. After the win against BGSU, 
the Eagles would go on the road six more 
times before participating in the MAC 
championships.

Eastern Michigan would lose five of 
those road matchups. However, the Eagles 
did win their last home game and regular 
season match against Kent State.

The Eagles would go on to compete in 
the MAC championships, which took place 
March 23. The MAC championships were 
hosted by Northern Illinois. The Eagles 
finished in third place and put up a score 
of 195.250, which was the team’s highest 
score of the season. NIU took home the title 
with Central Michigan being the runner-up.

A reporter at the Echo reached out to 
EMU Media Relations, but no one from 
the team was made available for comment. 
The Eagles will return to competition in 
December.

JANINA POLLATZNATALIE GERVAIS COMPETES AT THE CONVOCATION CENTER ON FEB. 20.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY KATE ROHN ON FLICKR

Women’s soccer defeats Kent State on road
CHARLES POST
SPORTS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan women’s 
volleyball team defeated the Kent State 
Golden Flashes, 3-2 on the road in 
overtime. The Eagles scored two goals 
in the first half before scoring the game-
winning goal three minutes into the 
overtime period. Sabrina McNeill scored 
the first and third goals for the Eagles in 
the win. 

Eastern Michigan earned the first goal 
of the game as McNeill found the back of 
the net in the 13th minute. It was McNeill’s 
eighth goal of the season. The Golden 
Flashes would respond quickly, though, 
scoring the equalizer eight minutes later. 
Vital Kats scored for Kent State, which 
was assisted by Cameron Shedenhelm. 

Nearing the end of the first half, 
Eastern Michigan jumped back into the 
lead as Kylie Frantz scored her second 
goal of the year. Frtantz’s goal gave the 
Eagles their second lead of the game. 
The scoring opportunity was created by 
Peyton Davis, who was credited with an 

assist on the play. EMU took a 2-1 lead 
into halftime. 

Neither team scored for the first 39 
minutes of the second half until Kent 
State broke the drought, tying the game 
once again. This time it was because of 
a penalty kick. Vits knocked the penalty 
home and tied the match at 2-2. That 
was Vits’ seventh goal of the season. The 
teams remained tied as regulation ended. 

Just three minutes into overtime, 
McNeill gave the Eagles another lead, 
which they would keep for the remainder 
of the night. The score came off a 
corner kick which was taken by Nicole 
Remedios. Kent State tried to find a third 
equalizer but they were unable to do so 
and the Eagles won their fourth game of 
the season. 

McNeill finished as the hero for the 
Eagles as she had three total shots, all 
of which were shots-on-goal, and she 
connected for two goals. Frantz had a goal 
as well. Davis finished with one assist 
and one shot-on-goal. Alia Frederick 
also chipped in with one assist in Eastern 
Michigan’s victory. 

Although Kent State was the aggressor 
for most of the night, totaling 22 shots 
compared to just 10 for the Eagles, they 
weren’t able to match the efficiency of 
Eastern Michigan. EMU had 60% shot 
accuracy, while Kent State shot 40.9%. 
The Eagles defense was better, blocking 
four more saves than the Golden Flashes. 

The Eagles now have a 3-4 record in 
conference as they improve their road 
record to 2-7-1. Eastern Michigan is 
now 3-2 in their last five matches even 
though they’ve been outscored by their 
opponents 13-11 in those five games. The 
three victories have been versus Northern 
Illinois, Western Michigan and Kent State.

The Echo reached out to EMU media 
relations but no one was made available 
for comment. 

Eastern Michigan’s next game will be 
against the Ohio University Bobcats on 
the road in Athens, Ohio. The game will 
kick off at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 20. The 
next two matches after that will be against 
Akron on Oct. 24 and Buffalo on Oct. 27. 
Both games will be at home at Scicluna 
Field.

JANINA POLLATZ
SABRINA MCNEILL DRIBBLES THE BALL AGAINST DETROIT MERCY ON SEPT. 18.


