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While the COVID-19 pandemic brought 
a lot of hardships, it also helped to spawn 
creativity in some. During quarantine, this 
22-year-old Eastern Michigan University 
student jump started his business idea.  

Damon Calhoun is a Detroit native 
studying public relations at EMU with 
a minor in journalism. On his YouTube 
channelnamed The TimeLine Podcast (TLP), 
he interviews local music artists and more. 
Additionally, he has a connected website 
where he posts music reviews, and an 
Instagram page that keeps followers updated 
on the wildest current pop culture. 

“It started off in 2019 with me and 
my friend and we just had the show on 
Soundcloud, there was no video, it was just 
me and him and a microphone,” Calhoun 
says. “When we first started, the show was 
based on talking about whatever was trending 
on the timeline (hence the title), whether that 
be Twitter or Instagram or somewhere else.”

After three hour-long episodes, the two 
stopped being consistent. Around a year 
later, the pandemic began, and Calhoun 
started up TLP again whilst in quarantine, 
but by himself this time. Soon after, he got 
the idea to start interviewing people. 

“I had the idea in mind to interview 
Gucci Lando, he was the first person I ever 
interviewed, and he was just my friend but 
he rapped, so I thought that could be my start 
into it,” Calhoun states.

During those few months that everyone 
sat in the house full of boredom, Calhoun 
watched a lot of interviews. He started 
to realize that some of the biggest pages 
consisted of older white men asking the 
hottest rappers invasive questions that were 
only loosely related to music. 

“I started doing interviews the way I 
wanted it to be done or the way I think it 
should be done and that’s been working out,” 
he says. 

After posting his first interview, Calhoun 
got 2 or 3 messages from people saying 
they wanted to do one as well, and began 
interviewing everyone who said they wanted 
to. 

“I got to the point where I started targeting 
people, so I got more acclimated into the 
music community of Detroit and discovered 

people who were coming up around the same 
time I was, so they would be more willing 
to sit down with me and do an interview 
because it’s mutually beneficial,” Calhoun 
states.

Doing more interviews brought even 
more interviews. Now, Calhoun may get 20 
messages after posting a video, allowing him 
to be more selective on who he sits down 
with, rather than just taking whatever comes.

“One of the first videos I ever made was 
about 21 Savage’s new album coming out 
and I had a part where I was talking about 
Metro Boomin and I posted that and he 
followed me. So that was another one of the 
first things that made me feel like I should 
keep doing it,” he says. 

As TLP grows, Calhoun hopes to 
continue to touch base with larger artists, 
as accomplishments like these motivate 
creators to keep going. 

“My biggest interview is with a rapper 
from Cleveland, Lil Cray, but I interviewed 
him in Atlanta,” Calhoun says. 

While most of his interviews are Detroit-
based, Calhoun’s other biggest market is 
Cleveland. Regardless of who he interviews 
though, he feels that he always gains 
knowledge with each sit-down. 

“I learn something from everybody I 
interview, and that’s just cool to me because 
I like doing something different every day,” 
Calhoun says. “I’m essentially interviewing 
people everyday, but it feels different to me.” 

While the interviews have mostly 
been music artists, Calhoun is open to 
interviewing anyone,  and has already 
interviewed a dancer, a videographer, and a 
fashion designer. 

With music being Calhoun’s biggest 
interest though, it is the main focal 
point; however, TLP also consists of 
talk surrounding sports, pop culture, and 
interesting unexpected news. 

“I started the Instagram page around that 
same time during quarantine, and I was just 
using that to try to promote the podcast, and 
then I just came to the conclusion that it 
could just be part of it,” Calhoun says.“I can 
put some content here, some on YouTube. I 
also use it as a tool to reach out to people to 
get new interviews; that’s usually how they 
find me. I can also promote other people’s 
music.”

Apart from the Instagram page, Calhoun 

also made a website just a few months ago 
where he writes and posts music reviews. 

“My first article that I wrote was about 
WTM Dae Money, who I interviewed as 
well. He put out a new album and it inspired 
me to write an article about it, like I liked 
it so much I wanted to tell other people,” 
Calhoun says. 

After writing his first article, he wasn’t 
sure where he was going to put it, so decided 
to quickly create a website of his own. 

“I made a very basic website, it took me 
like 30 minutes, I wrote up the post and just 
went from there,” Calhoun states. “Now 
whenever somebody hits me up for one, 
I write it, or whenever I see something I 
wanna write about.” 

In the past, Calhoun was unsure of what 
he wanted to do with his life, but TLP gave 
him a sense of purpose. 

“Before this, people always asked me 
what I wanted to do and I never knew, and 
then it just came to me,” he says. “Once I 
realized that I could do it, it just made me 
want to do it more.” 

For the future of The TimeLine Podcast, 
Calhoun has the main goal of expansion. 

“Right now I’m mostly based in Detroit, 
so I wanna get a lot more Cleveland artists, 
but also Chicago, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, 
places in the Midwest that the world isn’t 
tapped into yet,” he says. “There’s a lot of 
artists out in those places, but there’s not a lot 
of media outlets. I literally can see it, I can 
see the room for growth, I can see the need 
and the market.”

While he is currently working as the 
social media manager at Puffer Reds in 
Ypsilanti, Calhoun would love TLP to grow 
to the point where it can be his main career 
focus. 

“At some point I wanna maybe have 
some type of show that I’m doing, maybe 
similar to Oprah and 106 & Park together, 
something like that, but I don’t exactly yet, 
but expansion [of TLP] is what I’m currently 
thinking about.” 

Seeing the progress he has made 
encourages Calhoun to keep going and find 
more ways to flourish with his ideas. 

To check The TimeLine Podcast 
out for yourself visit https://linktr.ee/
thetimelinepodcast. Follow TLP’s social 
media on Instagram @the_timelinepodcast 
and Twitter @TheTimelinePod1.

Creator of The TimeLine Podcast
Damon Calhoun interviews local
Detroit and Cleveland music artists

EMU DPS 
reports two 
catalytic 
converter 
thefts in 
last week
MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

The Eastern Michigan University 
Department of Public Safety has reported 
two incidents of catalytic converter thefts 
from Toyota Priuses on campus in the last 
week.

DPS is looking for two male subjects 
who were pictured driving a 2004 four-door, 
white Cadillac. 

One vehicle part theft occured on 
Tuesday, Feb. 1, at the Briggs Lot around 5 
p.m. Another theft occured on Sunday, Feb. 
6, at the Ford Commuter Lot around 4 p.m. 

DPS is asking anyone with information 
or who sees suspicious activity to contact 
them at 734-487-1222.

TORI WALZ
NEWS REPORTER

A petition seeking increased wages and 
better meals for Eastern Michigan University 
dining students has garnered more than 300 
signatures since it was launched.

On Feb. 5, EMU junior Coreena Forstner 
organized the petition drive. While she never 
really thought about an end goal, she mostly 
just wants to get other students to realize how 
horrible EDining is to its main consumers. 

Forstner said she decided to start the 
petition on a whim while she was reflecting 
on the poor experiences she has had with 
the dining services on EMU’s campus, from 
“raw impossible burgers to the constant lack 
of options, high waiting times, and early 
closures of all dining locations.” 

“I cannot recall a genuinely good 
experience with dining,” Forstner said. “The 
night I published the petition, the EMU 
Engage app was flooded with outraged 
students. While at the Eastern Eateries that 
night, I waited in a line of 20-plus students 
just to order. Only a single kiosk was open 
for the Grille (all other locations were 
closed), and there were only two students in 
the back struggling to contain the overflow of 
new orders. I felt enraged too, for us students 
who are being forced to only eat at the Grille 
or go hungry, and for the workers who were 

being forced to feed most of campus while 
making minimum wage.” 

According to Forstner, EMU’s dining 
options lack sufficient meal options for 
students with dietary needs and restrictions.

“Lucky for me, I do not have any dietary 
restrictions, but for many students, it is 
not that easy, and the lack of access makes 
being fed nearly impossible,” Forstner said. 
“I was vegan for three years but reached 
my breaking point while living on campus 
because I was starving daily due to the lack 
of options for dietary-diverse students.”

The main reason Forstner wanted to start 
the petition is for EMU students and the 
dining services employees as a whole. 

“While I have never worked in dining 
services personally, I have only heard 
negative things from students and coworkers 
who ultimately quit due to the workload and 
depressed wages,” Forstner said. “Many 
dining locations have been forced to close 
due to low staffing, but there is a clear 
solution to this issue.”

Forstner’s ultimate goal of the petition is 
for EDining to pay students better wages and 
improvements in student workers’ mental 
and physical health through better support. 

“If students were paid what they deserved, 
more students would be willing to work for 
dining since they would have more physical 
support from other coworkers as well as 

the financial support that they deserve.” 
Forstner said. “To me, higher wages would 
solve the perpetual issue of early closings, 
limited locations, high wait times, incorrect 
meals being handed out, and the amount 
of undercooked, even moldy food being 
served.”

Forstner said that student workers 
deserve better conditions and support from 
the university. 

“To the dining workers who are doing 
their best: I do not blame any of these 
issues on you. I sympathize with you and 
am sorry you have to work in such horrible 
conditions,” Forstner said in a statement. 
“Ultimately students and workers deserve 
better from their university, especially if 
they are being forced to spend thousands of 
dollars on a required meal plan while living 
on campus.”

While many fast-food chains such as 
McDonald’s and Arby’s have recently began 
advertising starting wages of $15 an hour on 
average, EDining employees all still start 
at minimum wage, which is currently only 
$9.87 in the state of Michigan. 

“You get paid very little for doing a lot 
and selling some expensive, college-priced 
food and dealing with some characters that 
aren't the best,” said Jp Croom, an EMU 
student who works in the markets.

“Management was alright; some days 

were good, some were meh,” added Croom. 
“We'd have a manager around at least some 
of the day, though sometimes there was one 
around all day.” 

EMU responded to the petition, saying 
that they are aware of it and are open to 
receiving feedback from student workers. 

“EDining is aware of the active student 
petition on change.org,” Melissa Thrasher, 
EMU's director of Media Relations, said in 
a written statement. "EDining cares deeply 
for our team members, especially our student 
workers, and we are grateful for their time 
spent with us. We understand this semester 
has been especially challenging at some 
locations as we continue to manage labor 
shortages.”

There are many EDining locations 
throughout campus, including the Student 
Center Market, the Eateries, the Commons, 
and Mondo. 

“EDining welcomes any feedback our 
students have with ways to support our team 
and our presence on campus” Thrasher said 
in a written statement. " We appreciate the 
feedback we consistently receive from EMU 
Engage, social media accounts, and through 
our text-to-solve lines. This feedback helps 
us grow and improve the experience for our 
guests. We encourage students with feedback 
to reach out to us directly at dining_
services@emich.edu.” 

EMU student organizes petition 
to raise the E-Dining minimum 
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Three-time 
Olympic track 
star Tiffany Porter 
from Ypsilanti 
announces 
her retirement
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

Tiffany Porter, a three-time Olympian and 
Ypsilanti native, announced her retirement 
from track and field on Feb. 5 via Twitter. 

In her Twitter statement, Porter not only 
announced her retirement from the sport, but 
the launch of her new blog discussing her life 
and advice regarding track and field as well. 
Her first post on her new blog is titled, “My 
Love Letter to Track & Field,“ and entails 
her personal track and field journey. 

Growing up in the Ypsilanti area, Porter 
knew from a young age that she had a 
passion for running and competing. She 
looked forward to the games during a field 
day in her elementary years. 

“I would race (and beat) all the other 
boys and girls my age, and then be rewarded 
with ice cream after. That’s when I learned 
that I had a deep love for competing and the 
adrenaline rush was addictive,“ Porter said in 
her blog post. 

Her natural talent of speed brought her to 
join the high school track team as a middle 
schooler, paving the way for her soon-to-be 
extraordinary career. She met Coach Thomas 
Micallef while he was working at Ypsilanti 
High School. 

“He encouraged me to join the YAWTC 
high school club as a middle schooler. I did 
just that and began competing against girls 
up to 5 years my senior, I even beat a few 
along the way.” Porter said. 

She attended Ypsilanti High School and 
stayed on the track team for all four years. 
During this time, she was introduced to 
running hurdles and further developed her 
skills in this area during her high school 
career. 

“Several State Championship titles and 
All American honors later, I earned a full 
scholarship to the University of Michigan to 

keep our relationship going,” Porter said. 
Tiffany Porter made history by becoming 

the first woman ever to win five consecutive 
NCAA titles during her college career at U 
of M. Throughout her college journey, she 
accomplished a number of things, including 
obtaining a Big Ten Medal of Honor, a World 
Junior Medal, along with several Big Ten 
titles. 

In 2009 after her eligibility was 
finished with U of M, she met her agent 
Mark Wetmore who helped her obtain a 
sponsorship deal with Adidas. 

“That partnership opened many doors 
and introduced me to what financial freedom 
is,” Porter said. 

With another mentor, Rana Reider, 
she accomplished a number of things 
professionally. 

“Together we won three World 
Championship medals, a European title, 
a Commonwealth Games silver medal, a 
Continental Cup silver, European bronze 
medal, and broke the British 100-meter 
hurdles record,” Porter said. 

She represented the United States as a 
junior but represented Great Britain in 2010 
and joined the senior ranks after moving to 
England for a period of time. This is when 
she competed for Great Britain at the 2012 
Olympic Games in London. Porter also 
won a bronze medal at the 2013 World 
Championships in the 100-meter hurdles. 

Porter competed in her third and final 
Olympic Games in August 2021. She felt 
amazing knowing she still accomplished 
things even after becoming a first-time 
mother in July. 

After the long relationship between Porter 
and track and field, she is ready to retire. 

“So now, as I officially close the chapter 
on our nearly three-decade-long relationship, 
I want to thank you track and field, for all 
you gave me and allowed me to experience,” 
Porter said.

Where to find warming shelters 
in Washtenaw County 
BREANNA HARRIS
NEWS REPORTER

The Shelter Association of Washtenaw 
County (SAWC) provides emergency shelter 
for the homeless during the Winter months.

There are daytime and overnight 
warming centers that have been placed 
around Washtenaw County. There is no pre-
registration needed for the daytime warming 
centers.

The daytime warming centers are located 
in two areas. First, the Ypsilanti Freighthouse 
which is open to the public Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m until March 31, 
2022. The second one is located at First 
Baptist Church on Washington Street in 

Ypsilanti, and it is available until the end of 
February. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
space is limited at the overnight center, so 
those that need shelter must call Housing 
Access of Washtenaw County, (HAWC) and 
get a referral to the Robert J. Delonis Center 
in Ann Arbor. The shelter will be provided 
everyday after 8:30 p.m and is open until 
March 31, 2022. 

The Delonis Center also provides 
an option to every individual that needs 
assistance transportation to the warming 
center after 5 p.m. each day, including 
weekends. 

People are provided with a safe place to 
sleep each night, and can access a variety 

of services including meals, medical care, 
and case management. There will also be 
assistance finding permanent housing.

Additionally, there are Weather Havens 
for extreme weather emergencies during the 
day at the Ann Arbor District Library and 
Ypsilanti District Library during their regular 
business hours. 

The Washtenaw County Office of 
Community and Economic Development 
said that they have “enhanced health and 
safety practices” and may open additional 
locations to “ensure adequate social 
distancing for guests.” 

For additional information, call the 
Delonis Center at 734-662-2829 or visit 
washtenaw.org. 

CEDRICK CHARLES
NEWS REPORTER

The City of Ypsilanti held a community 
participation meeting on Dec 16, 2021, 
to discuss a new 306-unit apartment 
development at 945 W. Clark Road to gauge 
community members’ perspectives.  

The unit will consist of 154 family 
affordable units and 150 senior affordable 
units. These units will be priced based on the 
Area Median Income (AMI) in Washtenaw 
County. According to the City of Ypsilanti, 
90% of these 1, 2, and 3-bedroom units will 
be available at 60% AMI and 10% will be 
available at 40% AMI.

Lincoln Avenue Capital, the development 
company for the new apartments, has been 
in contact with the city for the past few 
months. Kyle Brasser, a developer for the 
company, presented information regarding 
the new complex in hopes of receiving a 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) at 5% of 
shelter rates, bringing their annual difference 
between estimated taxes and a 5% PILOT to 
$829,520.39 for 30 years. 

“Effectively what we’re asking for here is 
to make a reduced property tax or a payment 
that compensates for property taxes because 
for an affordable development like this, in 
order to finance and get the loan necessary 
to build the buildings, we can’t pay the full 
amount of property taxes and not have a 
large financing gap,” Brasser said.

Lincoln Avenue Capital states that they 
are dedicated to developing high-quality 
affordable housing and creating long-term 
value for residents and communities that 
their developments serve. However, with 
housing today only getting more expensive, 
they are still forced to have limits concerning 
what can be charged for rent. 

“Creating affordable housing requires 
subsidies,” Brasser said. “The most common 
subsidy in affordable housing is called 
the Federal Low Income Housing, that’s 
a federal resource that is allocated at the 
state level. The state of Michigan has a 
housing authority, Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority, and they advocated 
for a low-income housing tax credit for a 
project like this."

Many community members left good 

comments on the new development. 
However, many were also left wondering 
whether or not this new development would 
be affordable after all.

“This does not seem affordable to me for 
Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti incomes and I don’t 
understand why. The median income of 
Washtenaw County is used, but it seems to me 
that the average income of Ypsilanti should 
be used to determine what is affordable,” 
said a Ypsilanti community member. 

Lincoln Avenue Capital assured the 
Ypsilanti community that they understood 
the concern. Despite the tricky balance of 
the increased building costs, they state that 
they are doing everything they can to keep 
the housing affordable. 

Although their timeline is not complete 
yet, Brasser stated that “we are hoping to 
start late summer, I would say August. Both 
buildings, if they started at the same time, 
would take about 16 months to complete. We 
will be sensitive to our surroundings.”

To learn more about the 945 W. Clark 
Road development, visit the City of Ypsilanti 
webpage.

New affordable housing 
units are coming to Ypsilanti

MEGAN FORYSTEK
NEWS EDITOR

The Washtenaw County Health 
Department announced that COVID-19 
health policies at K-12 schools will be lifted 
on Monday, Feb. 28. 

The WCHD said this decision was made 
due to local cases declining sharply since 
early January and local health systems 
having improved capacity to deal with 
hospitalizations, although transmission rates 
still remain high. 

The county’s school health orders were 
issued in September 2021, which required 
masks to be worn in all pre-K through 12 
schools and directed all who were exposed 
to or infected with COVID-19 to quarantine 
or isolate. The health department continues 
to recommend universal masking in schools. 

Masks will be required if students or staff 
have been in close contact with someone 
who has COVID-19 or if they are returning 
from isolation. Masks are also required on 
public transportation and school buses due to 
federal orders. 

Over 72% of Washtenaw County residents 
ages 5 and older are fully vaccinated, and 
57% of children between the ages of 5 and 
11 are fully vaccinated, according to WCHD. 

“Local health orders have been necessary 
during the pandemic, and these orders 
have helped protect in-person learning, 
critical health care capacity, and overall 
health,” Jimena Loveluck, health officer 
with WCHD, said in a written statement. 
“We are in a different place now. We can 

offer more flexibility while we continue to 
provide appropriate guidance and work with 
our local schools to protect health, prevent 
spread, and maintain in-person learning as 
safely as possible.” 

This decision from the WCHD comes 
after several other Michigan counties have 
announced the end of similar restrictions 
in K-12 schools, including Oakland and 
Ingham counties. 

The WCHD recommends the following 
steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
including the highly transmissible Omicron 
variant:

Wear a well-fitting face mask in indoor 
public spaces. (A multilayer, surgical, KN95, 
or N95 mask is recommended rather than a 
cloth mask. A cloth mask is better than no 
mask.)

Get vaccinated or boosted when eligible 
(https://vaccinefinder.org).

Seek testing if feeling ill, or if you have 
been exposed (if you have been exposed but 
don’t have symptoms, wait 5 days before 
testing).

Stay away from others if you are 
feeling ill, waiting for test results, or have 
tested positive (www.washtenaw.org/
covid19whattodo).

Avoid crowded areas or events.
If seeing others, increase ventilation 

(meet outside, open windows, increase air 
flow), limit the number of people, encourage 
everyone to be up to date on vaccinations, 
keep at least 6 feet apart, and wear a well-
fitting mask (especially if indoors).

Clean hands frequently.

Washtenaw County to 
lift K-12 school mask 
mandates Feb. 28 
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Feb. 14 is a day meant to express love 
toward the people that make even the 
mundane special. One of the best ways to gift 
your feelings is with a hand made playlist. 
This Valentines Day, if you’re in need of a 
love song that is not too cliche or overused, 
here is the perfect list for you. 

Prototype by Outkast 
If you’re an Outkast fan you are aware 

of this legendary song. Sampling Patti 
LaBelle's "Love, Need and Want You," 
which was originally written for the lovely 
Janet Jackson, this beautiful song is a perfect 
way to describe falling in love. The chords 
laid down by the guitar paired with Andrè 
3000's soulful voice is a must for any playlist.

I'm Not In Love by 10cc
Going all the way back to 1975, this lovely 

hit is a creative masterpiece. Using just three 
voices, the artists created an otherworldly 
624 man choir. As the singer goes through 
denial of falling in love, the wave of voices 
envelopes you into an unescapable bubble. 

Awkward by Tyler, the Creator
A relatable tale about teenage love comes 

from the perspective of an awkward boy. 
The short, yet sweet storytelling takes you 
straight to the night where this young man 
felt like he was floating. The chorus to this 
song sticks to you like honey even with the 
dark baritone style. 

Same Size Shoes by serpentwithfeet 
For good reason, this is not 

serpentwithfeet's first entry here at the Echo. 
If you and your loved one are too much alike, 
this gospel artist has a track tailored just for 
you. His angelic song will be perfect for you 
and your loved one. 

Doc by Chocolate Milk
Is there that special someone that makes 

your heart spin well? The perfect remedy is 
“Doc” by Chocolate Milk. As the singer takes 
us through his confusion of catching the love 
bug, we are swayed by the accompanying 
saxophone, horns and background singers. 
This is truly an old school love song perfect 
for the romance-filled month of February.

Melting by Kali Uchis 
Using affectionate child-like metaphors, 

this Latina pop artist creates the feeling of 
innocence when falling in love. The entire 
song feels like a warm hug due to the angelic 
strings descending or the soft drum kicks 
coming in at every beat. There are not that 
many songs that capture the feeling of falling 
in love like this one.

Beautiful by Shelley FKA DRAM
We have all met that person who has 

left us awe struck by their beauty. DRAM 
honors his lady by comparing and repeating 
her beauty for the world to know. If you are 
ever at a lost for words, sending this to your 
Valentine will send a love-filled message.

Stay High by Brittany Howard 
(revisioned by Childish Gambino) 

They say no drug is better than love. Both 
versions of this song are amazing, but there 
is a certain element that Childish Gambino 
brings to this version. His quiet falsetto gives 
the feeling of intimacy as he leads us through 
all three minutes.

Caught Up in the Rapture by Anita 
Baker

This iconic song is the well needed 
final touch to your playlist. This song is 
the embodiment of any love song. If you’re 
trying to replicate that old school love your 
parents or grandparents had, Anita has the 
song for you. 

Music has always been a way to convey 
your feelings. What better way to celebrate 
the holidays than with a lovely playlist. 
Hopefully these love songs do the job.

Opinion: The
perfect songs
to express
your love this
Valentine's Day

Opinion: 
Romance 
novels to 
read around
Valentine's Day
PIPER COE
COLUMNIST

Nothing is better than cozying up to 
read a heartfelt romance. Here are my 
recommendations for romance novels to 
celebrate this Valentine’s Day with. 

“Get a Life, Chloe Brown” by Talia 
Hibbert

Chloe Brown is a chronically-ill computer 
geek who, after almost dying in an accident, 
makes a list of seven goals. She enlists 
her mysterious neighbor, Redford “Red” 
Morgan, a handyman-by-day-artist-by-night, 
in her mission “to get a life.” Together, the 
two discover things about each other that 
they didn’t even know about themselves. 
This book is charming, hilarious, and an 
overall fun read (plus, this series is a trilogy!)

“Heartstopper” by Alice Oseman
Originally posted as a webcomic before 

publication as physical graphic novels, 
“Heartstopper” follows Charlie, an openly 
gay boy, and Nick, a questioning Rugby 
player as they navigate friendship, identity 
and love after becoming friends. This is a 
sweet romance graphic novel that does a 
great job at portraying the complexities and 
fun of first love.

“The Love Hypothesis” by Ali 
Hazelwood 

Two words: STEM and steamy! Ali 
Hazelwood’s “The Love Hypothesis” 
follows Olive Smith, a PhD student who 
doesn’t believe in love as she tries to prove 
to her best friend, Anh, that she is happily 
dating someone. Olive panics about lying, 
and kisses the first man she sees—enter 
Adam Carlsen, a young professor who 
is known for being moody and difficult. 
Surprisingly enough, he keeps her secret 
and pretends to be her boyfriend. When their 
fake relationship starts to turn into something 
more, Olive and Adam have to confront their 
feelings on their little love experiment.  

Whether you’re spending this year's 
Valentine’s Day alone or with someone, I 
guarantee these three novels will make your 
heart swoon and fill your day with love.

MARIE WHITE
COLUMNIST

I’ve always been a fan of murder 
mysteries, an example being one of my 
favorite shows as a kid, Matlock. Along 
with being a fan of Agatha Christie novels 
(which most murder mysteries are based on 
these days), including this one. So this movie 
definitely piqued my interest. Now I’m a 
fan of some book-to-screen adaptations, but 
not many, so I’m a harsh critique on these 
types of movies. With that said, as with all 
my reviews there will be major plot points 
discussed so reader beware. Buckle up and 
get ready to examine Death on the Nile. 

Synopsis 
Detective Poirot is on vacation when he 

runs into an old friend who invites him to 
stay with a wealthy newlywed party. When 
tensions become high, people begin to die. 
Will Detective Poirot be able to solve the 
mystery before it's too late?

What I loved 
Kenneth Branagh gives an amazing 

performance as the star-studded Detective 
Poirot. The best character and performance 
of this film comes from Branagh, whose 
emotions were seen so clearly on film. I 
knew I’d enjoy every scene that he came up 
on screen simply because Branagh made the 
character feel real and interesting.

The set design of the movie was 
outstanding. It truly looked like the entire 
movie was shot in Egypt. From the sand, 
to the pyramids and the artifacts, absolutely 
everything looked very real.

The cinematography of the movie was 
enjoyable as well. The angles that were 
used in scenes were placed perfectly so the 
suspect was just out of view. It was very 

fulfilling and entertaining to see this type 
of cinematography being used in a murder 
mystery.

What I didn't like
A lot of the world-building (as well as 

the character introduction) was rushed. What 
you miss in most book to screen adaptations 
are all the information needed to understand 
why the characters did what they did. There’s 
a fine balance between dragging and rushing. 
In the movie this aspect is briefly touched 
upon, but ultimately rushed in terms of 
motives. This made it feel detached from the 
plot and just given to the audience so we’d 
understand the ultimate outcome. 

I felt extremely bored for the first hour 
or more of the film. I couldn't quite get into 
it due to the lack of excitement or interest. 
What’s really hard for a film is keeping the 
viewer’s attention and they lost me in the first 
10 minutes of the movie. It's really easy to 
imagine things in your head when reading 
a novel, but when it's all laid out in front of 
you giving the absolute bare minimum you 
lose interest. I understand that the movie had 
only so much time to give us background 
information, but that is why some books 
should just stay as books. 

Verdict
Ultimately the ending was quite nice, but 

I wouldn't waste two hours just to enjoy the 
absolute end of a movie. I may be a harsh 
critique considering I think the book is 
always better than the movie. If you want to 
see a cinematically pretty movie with some 
good characters, but not a lot of anything 
else, I recommend this movie.

I give Death on the Nile a 2 out of 5. 

Review: 'Death 
on the Nile' 
puts the miss 
in mystery

Review: Book of 
Boba Fett is off 
to a fun start
GABRIEL SWEET
COLUMNIST

Whey does Star Wars continue to bully 
Boba Fett? Is it because he’s too cool? Is 
it because he deserves it? Probably, but the 
amount of abuse this man goes through in a 
few minutes of screen time is impressive.

Now that a few episodes of “Book of 
Boba Fett" are out, I can review the episodes 
in order with a better perspective of how 
the show is going. Not enough to spoil the 
ending, but enough to know what direction 
they are going with it.

In the first episode of the Book of Boba 
Fett, we get to see how the dive into the 
Sarlacc Pit affected our good old bounty 
hunter friend both mentally and physically. 
However, the Sarlacc Pit is not the only thing 
that wants Fett to have a bad time. He is 
mugged by Jawas, captured by sand people 
and attacked by a six legged sand monster. 
What can I say, sometimes you just catch 
hands with lady luck and have a rough week.

One of the tusken raiders Fett encounters 
is shown to be a very efficient warrior, who 
bests Fett in single combat. This raider has 
been affectionately dubbed by me and my 
friends “KoRn” because of the noises they 
make, and the fact their headdress makes 
them look kinda like the lead singer of KoRn, 
JD.

In a cool form of storytelling, the show 
shifts to the present timeline with the past 
events shown through flashbacks in Fetts 
healing tube after his fight with the tusken 
raider. This is repeated in the later episodes 
and I rather enjoy the execution of this trope. 

The healing tube is both a device that gives us 
a glimpse into Fett’s past, and an explanation 
as to why he isn’t in the best shape at the 
beginning.

We then get our main conflict, which 
is Boba Fett attempting to run a crime 
organization better than Jabba the Hutt. As 
he said, “Jabba ruled with fear, I intend to 
rule with respect.” Right when you think 
the Boba bullying is at an end, a bunch of 
masked assassins beat him up with shock 
sticks. In Fett’s defense, he does get to blow 
one of them up, but it’s kind of sad watching 
him get messed up by a bunch of lowly 
goons. Though it can be explained that he 
is facing the effects of the Sarlacc Pit, that 
would not explain how he was able to kick so 
much stormtrooper butt previously in "The 
Mandalorian".

Another complaint from me would 
definitely be the fact that we are still on 
Tatooine. I know that it is unavoidable seeing 
that the main plot is Fett taking the slug crime 
lord’s throne, but it is still the same old planet 
and I would have loved to see a new setting.

On the other hand, I am very happy to see 
the world-building they have for Tatooine, 
like the way that the leaders are seen as a 
Daimyo like feudal Japan was really cool. It 
adds some recognition to the power structure 
of the different cities and was a great addition 
to the show.

In conclusion, though it may have a lot of 
screen time dedicated to flattening poor Boba 
Fett, it is a strong first episode that sets the 
scene and introduces the characters you will 
see in the future. I would recommend you 
check this show out fast, and catch up so you 
can watch the latest episodes.
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EMU golf teams’
debut dominantly 
in first tournaments 
of the season
JESSICA LAROY
SPORTS REPORTER

On Feb. 7, the Eastern Michigan 
University mens' golf team competed in 
the first tournament of the season, the Earl 
Yestingmeier Match Play Tournament; they 
played at Lake Jovita Golf Course in Dade 
City, Florida. The women’s team competed 
in Mid-American Conference Match Play at 
Lakewood Ranch Golf and Country Club in 
Lakewood Ranch, FL.

The men's team went 2-0, defeating No. 
seven Xavier University 5-1 and the No. six 
University of Dayton 3.5-2.5. The Eagles 
won this event in 2015 and 2016.

Senior Cougar Collins defeated XU’s 
Michael Prebles with a 5&4. Sophomore 
Max Watson won over Mason Witt by the 
same margin.

Sophomore MJ Smith completed a 5&3 
victory over Justin Gabbard.

Seniors Ty Celone and Zack Mason 
collected 3&2 over Jack Wertz and Nick 
Frey.

During the second half of the tourney, 
Collins completed a 5&3 win over Dayton’s 
Henry May, and Celone won a 3&1 over 
Blake Solomon.

Mason also had his second win of the day 

with a 1-up win over Hayden Zimmerer.
The women’s team beat No. 12 Ball State 

University after finishing tied in the first 
round. The tiebreaker went in Ball State’s 
favor when EMU halved with No. four 
University of Akron in the quarterfinals.

Freshman Alyssa DiMarcantonio finished 
2-0 to lead EMU.

Junior Natai Apichonlati and freshman 
Kyleigh Dull went undefeated going 1-0-1.

DiMarcantonio won 7&5 over Ball 
State’s Dylann Armstrong. Dull completed a 
3&2 over Morgan Lewis.

Apichonlati tied with Hadley Moritz. 
Sophia Wygonik and Anna Watson dropped 
their tilts.

In the finale, EMU battled against Akron 
with a result of 2-2-1, allowing the Zips to 
advance due to the margin of victories from 
the entire matchup.

DiMarcantonio completed a 7&6 over 
Akron’s Riley Dean and Apichonlati finished 
1-up over Ivana Shah.

Dull tied with Jessica Hahn, while 
Wygonik and Watson came up short, 5&4 
and 6&4.

The men’s team will compete next at the 
Wexton Plantation in Hilton Head, SC on 
Feb. 21. The women’s team will play in the 
Rio Verde Invitational in Rio Verde, AZ on 
Feb. 25.

Eastern Michigan 
University womens' 
tennis fall short to 
Cleveland State 
University, 4-3
BLAKE MCQUEARY
SPORTS REPORTER

The Eastern Michigan University 
womens’ tennis team took on Cleveland State 
inside the Chippewa Club on Thursday, Feb. 
10. It was a hard fought match between both 
sides, concluding in the Vikings claiming a 
narrow victory over the Eagles, 4-3. 

EMU started the match off hot, clinching 
double points with wins at the No. 2 and No. 
3 spot. 

Seniors Luisa Pelayo and Grace Whitney 
garnered a 6-4 victory at No. 2. At No. 3, 
freshman Sabina Brichackova and Prerna 
Vichare dominated in a 6-1 win. 

In singles, Brichackova notched another 

win as an Eagle at the No. 4 slot, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4. 
Brichackova remains undefeated in spring 
action with an overall record of 4-0. Redshirt 
senior Vasari Ganesan recorded additional 
victories for Eastern Michigan University at 
the No. 6 slot, defeating opponents 6-3 and 
6-0. 

Next up, Eastern Michigan University 
travels to Chicago, Illinois for a double 
header against UIC and the University of 
Chicago on Friday, Feb. 11. The matchup 
between the Eagles and UIC will start at 
9:30 a.m. CT, while the match against the 
University of Chicago will start at 5 p.m. CT. 

For more information on the Eastern 
Michigan University tennis team, you can 
visit EMUEagles.com.

Eastern Michigan University 
womens' basketball concede 
third consecutive defeat in 
93-68 loss to Buffalo
MACKENZIE THOMPSON
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern Michigan University womens’ 
basketball team (5-14, 2-10 MAC) traveled 
to Buffalo, New York for a matchup against 
the Buffalo Bulls (16-7, 10-3 MAC), Feb. 9, 
inside of Alumni Arena. 

The matchup between EMU and Buffalo 
is the 29th meeting between the two teams 
since 1999. Prior to Wednesday’s game, both 
teams tied for 14 wins and 14 loses since 
1999, with Buffalo taking the win over the 
Eagles the last seven games. Buffalo broke 
the tie after outscoring the Eagles 93-68 on 
Wednesday night.  

The Eagles’ scoring efforts saw three 
players score in the double figures during 
Wednesday’s contest. 

In the first quarter, EMU took the lead 

12-7. The Eagles lead didn’t last for long, 
concluding the quarter they were down 
24-17. Heading into the locker room for 
halftime, the Eagles trailed 42-34. The Bulls 
showed no signs of slowing down, increasing 
the lead to 44-39 in the third quarter.

Areanna Combs led the Eagles’ scoring 
efforts with 18 points, also adding five 
assists. So far this season she has finished six 
games with at least five assists. Out of her 
63 games played at Eastern Michigan Combs 
has recorded double-digit scoring efforts in 
60 of them. According to EMU Athletics, 
Combs now sits 18th on the all-time scoring 
list with 1,175 points.

Ce’Nara Skanes tacked on 12 points 
for the green and white and led the Eagles 
with 15 rebounds, a season-best for the 
sophomore. In the last five games she’s 
played in she has recorded three double-

doubles. Her performance against the Bulls 
marks her nineteenth career double-double 
for the Eagles. 

Zaniya Nelson tied her career-high three 
steals against the Bulls while teammate 
Natalia Pineda added seven points, six of 
which came from three-pointers. The recent 
matchup between the Bulls and Eagles marks 
Pineda's third game this season with multiple 
threes.

The Eagles will be back in Ypsilanti on 
Feb. 12 in a matchup against the University of 
Akron inside the George Gervin GameAbove 
Center at 1pm. Saturday’s game will be full 
of events surrounding Superhero day with 
special guests including Wonder Woman, the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, and Spider-
Man. Can’t make it out to Superhero day? 
You can watch the Eagles live on ESPN 3 
versus Ohio University Feb 14. at 7pm.
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 582 Tough Previous solution - Medium

HISTORICAL HELEN | BRIE BEASLEY #PROBLEMSOFACOLLEGESUPERHERO | NICK M.

SELF DESTRUCTIVE DR.WEEZY | TARIQ HARRIS FEATURED COMIC
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