
Yipeeeeee! Last day of summer means first day of schooool!
BALJEET TJINDER

UNC reopening ignites COVID-19 
concerns — once again

By Brianna Atkinson
Assistant University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

As UNC begins the fall semester, 
thousands of people are returning to 
campus without a vaccine mandate, 
consistent gathering limits or physical 
distancing procedures. 

This “return to normal” leaves some 
students and faculty concerned that 
the more-contagious delta variant 

CHCCS returns to 
in-person learning

By Susie Webb
Assistant City & State Editor

city@dailytarheel.com

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
is headed back to school next 
Monday, operating in person five 
days a week.

But some parents have voiced 
concerns over the district’s plan to 
combat the rapidly spreading delta 
variant of coronavirus. 

“We’re getting no support from 
the school district which is very 
disappointing,” Nyssa Rayne, a 
parent of two CHCCS elementary 
schoolers, said.

CHCCS COVID-19 Protocols 

Over the past couple of weeks, 
CHCCS has sent emails to parents 
outlining school protocols for 
mitigating the spread of COVID-19.

Masks will be required indoors and 
outdoors for both students and staff, 
Jeff Nash, chief communications 
officer for CHCCS, said.

District guidance encourages 
students and staff to self-screen for 
COVID-19 symptoms before coming 
to school. Symptoms of COVID-19 
include fever, chills, congestion, loss 
of taste/smell, new cough, shortness 
of breath, etc. 

CHCCS plans to practice social 

“Return to normal” 
leaves some concerned 

about virus spread

Parents share their concerns 
about COVID-19 protocols 
in the face of delta variant

By Kalley Huang and Ella Layn
Data Editor and Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Chapel Hill’s population grew by 
almost 5,000 over the past decade, 
the result of a boom in racial and 
ethnic diversity. The increase has 
contributed to the rapid growth in 
the Research Triangle that is driving 
North Carolina’s rise in population.

These numbers will be the basis for 
how political representation is allotted 
statewide for the next 10 years. 

Since 2010, North Carolina has 
gained more than 900,000 residents, 
a 9.5 percent increase that puts the 
state’s total population at 10.4 million. 
A majority of the state’s new residents 
are people of color, according to 

Census shows new growth

census data released Thursday.
In Chapel Hill, people of color 

are driving even more growth. The 
town’s population is now nearly 
62,000, an 8.3 percent increase from 
2010. People of color accounted for 
nearly 86 percent of all population 
growth, and about a third of Chapel 
Hill’s residents now identify as 
Black, Hispanic or Asian.

The diversifying population is 
fueling growth in the Research 
Triangle, which grew faster than 
North Carolina as a whole. About 
a third of the state’s new residents 
live in Orange, Durham, Wake and 
Chatham counties, which are home 
to Raleigh, Durham and Chapel 
Hill. Hispanic and Asian-identifying 
residents are the area’s fastest 

growing populations.
The Triangle now accounts for more 

than 16 percent of North Carolinians.
Statewide, growth is happening 

in cities, suburbs and retirement 
destinations, wrote Melody Kramer, 
the communications director at 
the Carolina Population Center, 
in an email. In Orange County, 
estimates from 2018 suggest that 
most of that growth is taking place 
among residents aged 65 and older, 
“primarily from aging as well as 
some in-migration,” Kramer wrote.

The 2020 census sets the stage 
for this year’s redistricting process, 
when state legislators will draw new 
maps for North Carolina’s 120 state

Chapel Hill’s diversity booms

will lead to a surge of COVID-19 
cases on campus.

Mimi Chapman, chairperson of the 
faculty, said she thinks the University 
should impose a vaccine mandate 
and gathering limits, along with a few 
weeks of remote instruction to safely 
implement them. 

Chapman said she is worried that 
faculty and staff, who have until Sept. 
15 to attest their vaccination or get 
tested weekly, won’t be able to reach 
full immunity before UNC reopens 
– leaving a considerable percentage 
of people without protection against 
COVID-19 variants.

“We need time for people who 

haven’t been vaccinated to get those 
doses before we start operating in 
a completely normal capacity,” she 
said. “Better to err on the side of 
safety on the front end rather than 
get into a crisis situation three 
weeks down the road.” 

The Faculty Executive Committee 
shared a resolve at their Aug. 4 
meeting requesting that the UNC 
System delegate authority to the 
UNC-Chapel Hill chancellor and 
provost to require proof of vaccination 
for students and employees.

Students look to in-person return

Senior Brooks Fitts said he is excited 
for the return to in-person learning 
but is concerned the UNC System isn’t 
putting enough precautions in place. 

“As a UNC student, I’m sad 
because I think we all know what’s 
going to inevitably happen,” Fitts 
said on Twitter. “It’s like we’re all on 
a train heading towards the same 
disaster as last year.”

Fitts said his worry is rooted in 
students participating in activities 
without masks or socially distancing. 
Not only is Fitts concerned about 
campus safety, but he is also worried 
for his own safety as a person with 
diabetes. The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention has stated that 
people with diabetes are more likely to 
become severely ill from COVID-19.

“I’m seeing tons of people still 
at frat court, going in and out of 
houses,” Fitts said. “People still 
aren’t taking it seriously.”

On Aug. 11, UNC announced a 
cluster of cases related to an event held 
by the Eshelman School of Pharmacy.

Senior Kaylee Tackett said she’s 
worried that without a vaccine mandate 
and adherence to safety precautions, 
this cluster won’t be the last. 

“This semester is just kind of 

distancing, but Nash said with 
more students in the classroom, 
keeping students 6-feet apart will 
be difficult.

“That’s going to be a bigger 
challenge this year,” he said. 

If a student has any COVID-like 
symptoms, they will be moved to 
monitored isolation until they can 
be picked up. 

“You have to have a place for 
anybody who might show any kinds 
of symptoms,” Nash said.

A negative PCR test  or  an 
a l ternat ive  diagnosis  from a 
primary care provider is required 
for  students  sent  home with 
COVID-like symptoms to return 
to school.

Contact tracing will be used to 
inform parents if their children 
have been in close contact with 
someone who tested positive for 
COVID-19. School busses will 
use assigned seats to also support 
contact tracing. 

If a cluster of students — more 
than two — are out of school 
due to quarantine, schools may 
return to remote learning or other 
alternative learning arrangements, 
an email to parents said. The 
alternative learning arrangements 
would be determined on a case-by-
case basis.

Because water fountains will be 
shut off, the schools will provide a 
reusable water bottle to students 
and keep a store of bottled water, 
extra masks and cleaning supplies, 

SEE CENSUS, PAGE 11 SEE CHCCS, PAGE 16

SEE COVID!19, PAGE 4
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Hussman dean to step down this year

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHNNY ANDREWS/UNC!CHAPEL HILL
Susan King, dean of the Hussman School, outside Carroll Hall in 2017.

By Praveena Somasundaram
Editor-in-Chief

university@dailytarheel.com

Susan King, dean of the Hussman 
School of Journalism and Media, will 
step down this year, according to an 
email she sent to faculty Tuesday.

King has been the dean of the 
journalism school since Jan. 1, 2012. 
She said she plans to return as a 
tenured faculty member after a leave.

“It is not the same world or business 
even as it was in 2012 when I arrived,” 
King wrote in her email. “I believe 
after 10 years a new dean will bring 
fresh eyes, additional perspective and 
new energy to our school.”

A search for the next dean will be 
launched this week, according to the 
email, and King will remain in her 
position until a successor is named.

The chairperson of the search 
committee for a new Hussman 
dean will be School of Information 
and Library Science Dean Gary 
Marchionini, Chancellor Kevin 
Guskiewicz and Provost Bob Blouin 
said in a campus email Tuesday.

King hopes the transition will 
be as smooth as possible, but 
said it may be challenged by the 
pandemic and accreditation for the 
journalism school.

The search for a Hussman dean 
is one of many searches currently 
underway at UNC, including for a 
new University provost and a School 
of Nursing dean.

King’s leadership at UNC

King spearheaded many initiatives 
to further journalism education during 
her time at the Hussman School.

Both the Center for Innovation and 
Sustainability in Local Media and the 
Center for Information, Technology 
and Public Life were established 
during her tenure. She also brought the 
Ida B. Wells Society for Investigative 
Reporting from Harvard University to 
UNC in 2019.

The Ida B. Wells Society, which 
aims to increase and retrain reporters 
and editors of color in investigative 
reporting, was co-founded in part 
by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
Nikole Hannah-Jones.

In April, Hannah-Jones was set to 
join Hussman faculty as the Knight 
Chair in Race and Investigative 
Journalism — until the Board of 
Trustees initially chose not to vote 
on her tenure application due to 
political pressure from conservatives 
who disapproved of her work on The 
1619 Project.

King’s departure announcement 
comes on the heels of a summer 
marked by Hannah-Jones’ fight 
for tenure at UNC, which she was 
eventually granted but declined, with 

Jones taking a tenured position at 
Howard University instead. King was 
vocal about her support of Hannah-
Jones receiving tenure, despite the 
opposing view of the journalism 
school ’s  namesake,  Arkansas 
newspaper magnate Walter Hussman.

In her email, King noted the 
difficulty of the past year — for many 
reasons — and commended Hussman 
School faculty and staff for their work 
despite it.

“Our school culture kept us focused 

on engaging our students in the big 
and important issues of the day, our 
commitment to diversity in terms 
of thought, race, gender, identity, 
philosophy and other differences 
was deepened, and our belief that 
communication and free expression 
are at the heart of a multi-cultural 
democracy has been tested and is 
stronger,” she wrote. “I am proud to 
say I am dean at this moment.” 

Twitter: @praveenavsoma

King announced her 
departure after over 

nine years

The Daily Tar Heel
Established 1893 

127 years of editorial freedom

Mail and Office: 109 E. Franklin St. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Anna Pogarcic, editor, 962-4086
Advertising & Business, 962-1163
News, Features, Sports, 962-0245

One copy per person;  additional copies may be 
purchased  

at The Daily Tar Heel for $.25 each.  
Please report suspicious activity at our 

distribution racks by emailing  dth@dailytarheel.com
© 2012 DTH Media Corp.

All rights reserved

CORRECTIONS

• The Daily Tar Heel reports any 
inaccurate information published as 
soon as the error is discovered.

• Contact Editorial Managing Editor
     Heidi Pérez-Moreno at:
 managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 

with issues about this policy.

• Editorial corrections will be printed 
on this page. Errors committed on 
the Opinion Page have corrections 
printed on that page. Corrections 
also are noted in the online versions 
of our stories.

The Daily Tar Heel
Established 1893 

127 years of editorial freedom

PRAVEENA SOMASUNDARAM
EDITOR!IN!CHIEF

EDITOR"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

HEIDI PÉREZ!MORENO
EDITORIAL MANAGING EDITOR

MANAGING.EDITOR"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

ALEX BERENFELD
MULTIMEDIA MANAGING EDITOR

MULTIMEDIA"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

MADDIE ELLIS
DIRECTOR OF ENTERPRISE
ENTERPRISE"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

MAYDHA DEVARAJAN
ELEVATE EDITOR

ELEVATE"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

ALLIE KELLY
UNIVERSITY EDITOR

UNIVERSITY"DAILYTARHEEL.COM  

KAYLEIGH CARPENTER
CITY & STATE EDITOR  
CITY"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

PJ MORALES
SPORTS EDITOR 

SPORTS"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

RAJEE GANESAN
OPINION EDITOR 

OPINION"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

CARSON ELM!PICARD   
DESIGN & GRAPHICS EDITOR

DESIGN"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

HELEN MCGINNIS 
PHOTO EDITOR

PHOTO"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

KRISTA NICHOLS
COPY CHIEF

COPY"DAILYTARHEEL.COM

OLIVIA ROJAS
AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT EDITOR

ONLINE"DAILYTARHEEL.COM



Ask your manager where the 
recycling site is 
located in your 
complex. 
Do NOT dump 
and run. Items 
left on the ground and beside 
carts will not be collected. 
Visit our website for information 
on what you can and can’t 
recycle. 

Fit items loosely in 
cart, lid must shut. 
Items on top of or 
beside cart will 
NOT be collected. 
Visit our website 
for information on 
what you can and 
can’t recycle. 
Don’t have a cart? Contact our 
o!ce to request one at  
(919) 968-2788.

(919) 968-2788ORANGE COUNTY SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

recycling@orangecountync.gov
orangecountync.gov/recycling

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING APARTMENT RECYCLING CARDBOARD PACKING MATERIAL
Bubble wrap, air pillows 
and plastic bags (#2 
or #4) can be recycled 
SEPARATELY  
with plastic bags/
!lm at participating 
grocery stores and the 
Eubanks Rd. and Walnut Grove 
Church Rd. Waste & Recycling Centers. 
Newspaper and packing paper can be 
recycled in your blue recycling cart 
(try to remove tape if used). 

Single-family homes 
can recycle cardboard 
in the blue recycling 
cart. Apartment 
complexes must recycle cardboard 
separately. Most complexes have 
a separate dumpster to recycle 
cardboard, ask your manager. 
Remove air pillows, bubble wrap, 
Styrofoam and packaging materials 
from boxes before recycling. 
Break down and "atten boxes.

Carts out 
by 7am

AFTER MOVING IN, REMEMBER TO RECYCLE!

WRITE BETTER PAPERS!
STUDY SMARTER (NOT HARDER)!

Join thousands of Carolina students who come to 
us for writing coaching, academic coaching, peer 

tutoring, STEM support, ADHD/LD support, 
workshops, study camps, and so much more!

learningcenter.unc.eduwritingcenter.unc.edu

FREE COACHING

Record request denials leave questions unanswered 

DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
The UNC public records office has received 59 records requests related to 
Nikole Hannah-Jones since April 28. 

By Kyle Ingram
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

As the story broke this summer 
that acclaimed journalist Nikole 
Hannah-Jones would not be granted 
tenure at UNC, reporters scrambled 

to file requests for public records. 
An essential tool of journalistic 

investigations, the requests were 
filed by reporters across the state 
to ask the University for internal 
communications, meeting minutes 
and donor agreements.

But, they found their requests 

consistently delayed or denied — 
even after certain documents had 
already been leaked to the public. 

Since the Hannah-Jones saga 
began in May, over 200 records 
requests have been filed through the 
University’s fulfillment software — 
Next Request. 

Reporters wanted to know who 
blocked the vote on tenure for 
Hannah-Jones, so they requested 
emails from top administration 
members at UNC — as well as 
members of the Board of Governors 
and Board of Trustees — that 
mentioned her name. The bulk of 
these requests were not returned 
until early August, nearly three 
months after the story first broke. 

O t h e r  r e q u e s t s  w e r e  f l a t 
out rejected. After the campus 
community learned that Walter 
Hussman, the Arkansas newspaper 
magnate and mega-donor to the 
eponymous Hussman School , 
had written to top administrators 
to caution them about Hannah-
Jones’ hire, reporters sought out 
more on Hussman. 

Multiple requests were filed 
asking for UNC’s agreement with 
Hussman regarding his donation 
to the journalism school and the 
naming of the school after him. The 
document was eventually leaked to 
The News & Observer in July. 

Despite the fact that the contract 
is now publicly available, the public 
records office has denied requests for it. 

“There are no existing or responsive 
University records subject to disclosure 
under the North Carolina Public 
Records Act,” the public records office 
wrote to Brooks Fuller, a professor at 
Elon University and director of the 
North Carolina Open Government 
Coalition, after he requested a copy of 
the agreement. 

“With UNC in particular, we’ve 
seen that the public records office, 
if it doesn’t want to disclose a 
record, it will often respond with 
a convoluted, double-barreled 
response that leads the requester 
to believe that either records don’t 
exist, or that records exists but UNC 
is claiming that they don’t have to 
produce them,” Fuller said. 

UNC Senior Director for Public 
Records Gavin Young said in a 
written statement that the University 
has cut its response time to records in 
half, though the number of requests 
has increased by 32 percent.

Reporters from The Daily Tar Heel, 
The News & Observer, N.C. Policy 
Watch and other outlets are working 
with the coalition to get access to 
records related to Hannah-Jones’ 
hiring, Hussman’s influence and more. 

Mu l t i p l e  r e q u e s t s  r e m a i n 
unanswered, such as the Open 
Government Coalitions’ request 
for documents pertaining to any 
monitoring of Hussman faculty 
emails by administration. 

Editor’s Note: The Daily Tar 
Heel is a participant in the public 
records project spearheaded by the 
North Carolina Open Government 
Coalition, and Editor-in-Chief 
Praveena Somasundaram is a 
signatory on nine public records 
requests submitted by Brooks Fuller 
via NextRequest.

Remembering Crouching Spider: UNC’s favorite arachnid

DTH/ASHLYN RHYNE
The spider statue off of East Cameron Avenue pictured on one of its last days 
on campus, July 29. The statue was disassembled and removed on Aug. 3.

By Aaron Miller
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

The spider on East Cameron 
Avenue was considerably bigger 
than those that dwell in the South 
Campus dorms. And it’s probably the 
only spider in UNC’s history whose 
company students enjoyed.

As this beloved arachnid leaves 
campus, the community remembers 
its legacy. 

Crouching Spider — an art piece 
by the late Louise Bourgeois — was 
installed on campus in August 2018. 
Bourgeois is widely considered to be 
one of the most influential female 
artists of the 20th century. Kanye West 
adapted a painting by Bourgeois for the 
cover of his 10th studio album, “Donda.”

The sculpture, which Bourgeois 
previously said is a tribute to her 

mother, is 9 feet tall and 27 feet wide, 
made of bronze and stainless steel. 
It was intended to be on display for 
one year, but stayed for three. It was 
removed from campus on Aug. 3, 
along with Eye Benches I, another 
project by Bourgeois.

The sculptures’ placement was 
arranged by Arts Everywhere, which 
announced the sculptures’ departure 
in July via social media. It received 
much commentary from students, 
faculty and community members.

“Love it or hate it, poking fun at 
it or taking it really seriously, those 
conversations are part of what great 
art can do,” Arts Everywhere Associate 
Director Kathryn Wagner said. 

Crouching Spider and Eye Benches 
I will be returned to Bourgeois’ Easton 
Foundation. Both art pieces have been 
displayed in various locations since 
their creation in the 1990s.

Crouching Spider was the subject 
of many conversations and jokes on 
campus as students and faculty often 
passed it on their way to class. 

In many ways, Crouching Spider 
marks a specific era of the student 
experience. Most current students 
have never known campus without it.

“It was weird and strange, but 
it embodied that area of campus,” 
junior Shawn Matthews said. “We 
have a whole bunch of old traditions 
like the Bell Tower that signify 
Carolina, but the spider was just out 
there. It was different.”

Many UNC traditions have been 
shared by thousands of students across 
generations, but Crouching Spider 
holds a unique place — an art piece 
prominent in the experiences of many 
recent students and faculty members.

Twitter: @kyle_ingram11

Twitter: @aarondmil1
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These properties and more are waiting for you

heelshousing.com

Find your place in the southern part of heaven

Students develop collaborative music app 

doomed,” she said.
Tackett also said she feels like UNC 

hasn’t provided enough remote course 
options for upperclassmen who don’t 
feel safe returning in-person.

“If there would have been a more 
inclusive option, I would have taken a 
full remote semester,” Tackett said. “For 
me as a senior, it wasn’t really an option 

DTH/MADDEE BURT
UNC Senior Julia Knapp listens to playlists curated by UNC students on Monday, August 16th, 2021 in Chapel Hill, NC.

By Lily Chubb
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

When listening to music with 
friends, people often face an age-
old problem: the fight for rights to 
the aux cord. 

I n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  U N C 
students Galen Krugly and William 

Cahan realized that the classic 
debacle was an opportunity to 
revolutionize the way people listen 
to music in shared environments. 

Now, almost two years later, the 
duo plans to launch an app to solve 
this, called Aux.

“There’s music overhead 90 
percent of the time when you’re 
out and about,” Krugly said. “Why 

Continued from Page 1 considering I only have two semesters 
left and I had classes that I needed to 
take to fulfill my degree requirements. 
I’m here on scholarship and financial 
aid, so I can’t really afford to take an 
extra year for funsies.”

UNC recommends that students 
who feel uncomfortable returning 
consult resources such as Counseling 
and Psychological Services, Student 
Wellness and academic advisors to 

help with academic planning. 

Current University policy
 
On Aug. 11, Chancellor Kevin 

Guskiewicz led a Campus and 
Community Advisory Committee 
meeting to address concerns about 
the return to in-person instruction. 
UNC’s reopening plans include 
wearing masks when indoors and 

while attending any indoor events held 
by registered student organizations.

“We don’t believe that we have to 
choose between safety and in-person 
learning, we can do both with the right 
approach,” he said in the meeting.

A representative from the UNC 
System did not respond to request for 
comment by the time of publication.

As of Aug. 16, 86 percent of 
students and 78 percent of faculty and 

staff had attested their vaccination – 
but Chapman said she worries this 
isn’t enough to prevent COVID-19 
spread on campus.

“If you want to have a fully ‘normal’ 
fall semester, then you need to use 
every tool in your toolbox to get there,” 
she said. “At this point we’re not – 
we’re doing a ‘mandate lite.’”

Twitter: @batkinson2501

aren’t we providing a platform to 
allow people to take control of these 
listening environments?”

Krugly described Aux as a “music 
passport,” that assesses user data 
from Spotify and Apple Music. The 
app uses artificial intelligence and 
music refinement features to build 
a collaborative playlist for anyone 
connected in the same listening session.  

College parties and road trips aren’t 
the end game for Krugly and his team 
– they see Aux as a technology to 
help people customize every listening 
environment, from Starbucks and 
gyms to workspaces and Ubers.

“We want to essentially eliminate 
the idea of having to think about 
what music to play,” Krugly said. 

While the Aux team had the 
outlines of a plan, they needed support. 
They met their mentor, Igor Jablokov, 
through the Carolina Angel Network, a 
group of angel investors that help back 
UNC’s entrepreneurs. 

Jablokov said he leads a venture-
backed artificial intelligence company. 
His last startup was Yap, Amazon’s 
first AI acquisition that gave rise to 
Alexa. He helps Aux with the full 
spectrum of business, including 
fundraising preparation and product 
direction. He said he sees potential in 
the personalization and customization 
that Aux offers to users.

“I think tools like Aux are going 
to bring (personalization) into the 
reality in physical environments that 
are going to conform to the actual 
audience,” Jablokov said. Krugly said 
Jablokov helped Aux to gain both 
validity and credibility throughout 
2020 and 2021. Jablokov also helped 
Aux develop a functional app, run it 
through beta testing and raise more 
money to fund development.

The team may have its roots in 
Chapel Hill, but through the process 
of developing the app, they’ve added 
on a Yale student as well as contracted 
engineers and UI designers from 
India, Japan and Ukraine.

C a h a n  s a i d  t h e  m o s t 
challenging part of the process 
has been working with software 
developers. Their collaboration 
i n c l u d e d  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e 
artificial intelligence and machine 
l e a r n i n g  a s p e c t s  i n t o  t h e i r 
algorithms to curate the best 
listening experience possible.

“It’s hard, especially when you 
don’t have vast sums of money like 
Facebook or Google and you’re 
just starting out,” Cahan said. “It’s 
challenging, but it is doable.”

Krugly said that Aux wouldn’t 
be this close to launch without 
the help and support of the UNC 
community. Their investors came 
from the UNC alumni network, 
senior students Mac Carlton and 
Rushil Shah helped build the Aux 
website and the student body serves 
as Aux’s target audience.

“Aux definitely owes a lot to the 
UNC community,” Krugly said. “It’s 
been a very accepting place to do this 
as an entrepreneur. It’s been great.”

                     Twitter: @dailytarheel
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By Hannah Rosenberger
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

UNC’s reopening plan for fall 
2021 has campus looking near-
normal – higher capacity dorms, 
fully open dining halls and primarily 
in-person instruction.

T h e r e  i s  n o  v a c c i n a t i o n 
requirement in place, but masks are 
required for all indoor spaces, such as 
classrooms. Masks are recommended 
outdoors, especially at gatherings. 

Here’s what you need to know 
about UNC’s COVID-19 guidelines 
this semester: 

What are the requirements for 
testing this semester? 

All Carolina students, faculty 
and staff must participate in the 
UNC System “Get Vaccinated 
or Get Tested Weekly” mandate. 
Attestation of vaccine status through 
ConnectCarolina is encouraged, but not 
mandatory. Students, faculty and staff 
who aren’t vaccinated or choose not to 
attest their vaccine status are required 
to get a weekly COVID-19 test. 

Vaccinated individuals are not 
required to test regularly, but are 

able to at the testing locations on 
campus if they wish.

How can I get tested?

Asymptomatic testing will be 
available at the Carolina Union on 
the side closest to Davis Library.

Steven King, associate professor of 
emerging technologies and immersive 
media, said that anyone with a PID 
can create an account on the web 
application HallPass to get a barcode 
that will be used to check in the 
testing site. Dr. Amir Barzin, medical 
director of the UNC Family Medicine 
Center, said that the whole testing 
process, from check-in to walking out 
the door, should take about 2 minutes. 

King said that the University 
recommends making a reservation 
on HallPass to ensure the efficiency 
of the testing site. HallPass will also 
send a text message when it’s time 
for your next test, he said.

Testing at the Carolina Union is 
for asymptomatic testing only. If 
you are experiencing symptoms or 
have been declared a close contact 
of someone who tested positive for 
COVID-19, make an appointment at 
Campus Health to get tested. 

You can make an appointment by 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/CYNTHIA LIU
Groups of students walk down Stadium Drive at UNC on Aug. 16.

UNC updates testing and mask mandates
calling Campus Health at 919-966-
2281, going online to the Campus 
Health website or requesting an 
appointment on healthyheels.unc.edu.

How will I get my test results? 

HallPass will send you a text when 
your test results are ready. Barzin 
said that if your test comes back 
positive, you will receive a phone call 
from Campus Health to ensure you 
are quarantining appropriately and 
to begin contact tracing procedures. 

When would I have to go into 
quarantine or isolation?

If a student tests positive, they 
are required to go into isolation, 
regardless of their vaccination status. 

The isolation period lasts for 10 
days from the date you first had 
symptoms or received a positive 
test, and 24 hours since you had a 
fever without using fever reducing 
medication, Pittman said.

Ken Pittman, director of Campus 
Health, said that unvaccinated 
students are required to quarantine 
if they are declared a close contact 
of someone who tested positive or 
were potentially exposed to COVID-

19, but has not yet tested positive. 
Vaccinated students are not required 
to quarantine in these circumstances, 
but are asked to limit their interactions 
to only what is absolutely necessary 
until they receive a negative test result. 

In these scenarios, students 

should get tested at Campus 
Health, not at the asymptomatic 
testing locations.

If required to isolate or quarantine, 
on-campus students will move into 
the quarantine/isolation dorms – 
Craige North and Horton. Students 

living off-campus or in Greek 
housing can choose to quarantine/
isolate in their houses, or another 
location. On-campus students 
also have the option to go home to 
quarantine/isolate, Pittman said.

Pittman said that students in 
quarantine or isolation will receive 
instructions from Campus Health, 
if on-campus, or the Orange County 
Health Department, if off-campus. 

They will also receive daily check-
ins from Campus Health and any 
necessary resources from the Dean 
of Students Office.

I’m not sure if I want to get the vaccine.
 
The University is  strongly 

encouraging all students, faculty and 
staff to get the COVID-19 vaccine to 
better protect the campus community. 

Any students with concerns about 
the vaccine can schedule a COVID-
19 vaccine consult with a Campus 
Health provider to discuss the pros 
and cons, concerns and more.

Can I get my vaccine on campus?

Yes! The Campus Vaccination Clinic 
has moved to the pharmacy on the top 
floor of the Student Stores building. 

Pittman said that  vaccine 
a p p o i n t m e n t s  a r e  ava i l a b l e 
Wednesday through Friday from 9 
to 5. Walk-ins are also accepted, it 
just may be a longer wait time. 

Immunocompromised individuals 
who qualify for a booster shot are 
also able to do so at the pharmacy.

What to do if you think you have 
COVID?

If you think you have been 
exposed to COVID-19, limit your 
interactions and make a testing 
appointment at Campus Health by 
calling 919-966-2281, going online 
to the Campus Health website, 
or requesting an appointment on 
healthyheels.unc.edu.
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Academic program helps veterans transition to UNC

PHOTO COURTESY OF  THE WARRIOR!SCHOLAR PROJECT
Under the Warrior-Scholar Project, a cohort of veterans were prepared for life as nontraditional college students.

By Amy Xu
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

After serving in the Navy for over 
seven years, Timothy Raiford was 
planning his next steps. One night 
in 2019, he typed a question into 
the Google search box: “How does a 
veteran go to college?”

When the link to the Warrior-
Scholar Project website appeared as 
a result, he immediately applied — 
even though it was 1 a.m. 

He’s grateful he did. Raiford, now 
31, participated in the 2019 WSP 
program at Cornell and plans to attend 
UNC this fall as an undergraduate.

WSP partners with 21 colleges 
across the United States to offer three 
programs in humanities, STEM 
and business & entrepreneurship. 
It also hosts virtual community 
college workshops and women 
veterans initiatives. WSP is tailored 
specifically for veterans and service 
members entering higher education, 
and it is offered at no cost. 

Warrior-Scholar Project Mission 

WSP began at Yale University when 
a graduate school student’s brother – 
a veteran – needed a crash course on 
how to succeed in college, said Hilary 
Lithgow, an English and comparative 
literature professor at UNC. 

Lithgow has participated in WSP 
since it started. She teaches a writing 
workshop where she helps students 
develop skills to be critical readers 
and writers. Students read complex 
texts such as Frederick Douglass’ 4th 
of July speech and Danielle Allen’s 
“Our Declaration.”

But academic development is only 
one part of the program.

“Fundamentally, for me, a big 
part of the goal is helping student 
veterans understand they have 
a place on college campuses,” 
Lithgow said. “They can draw on 
their experiences and the skills they 
have learned, and it can bring them 
strength in university.”

To facilitate the transition, there 
are three alumni of the program who 
return each year to act as fellows. 
These fellows operate as counselors 
and teaching assistants, helping 
participants with everything from 
finding the dining halls to leading 
study sessions.

The road to UNC, at 31 years old

Due to personal reasons, Raiford 
did not attend college directly after 
high school. He enlisted in the Navy, 
hoping to use it as a way to develop 
a skill set.

In the nuclear power program, 
he learned to operate and maintain 
nuclear reactors, and eventually 
went to work with submarines. 
Raiford was stationed in Guam 
for five years as a nuclear reactor 
engineering supervisor, leading 
a team of nine and completing 11 
missions. For the last three years of 
his Navy career, he was an instructor 
at a nuclear training unit, where he 
gave lectures about reactor theory 
and engineering.

After applying for WSP, Raiford 
was accepted and participated 
in the 2019 Cornell University 
summer, where he learned from 
“department heads with crazy 
backgrounds – the experts in their 
fields,” he said.

The program, centered on Alexis de 
Tocqueville’s “Democracy in America,” 
was based on the Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, democracy in America and 
the veteran perspective.

In the program, Raiford learned 
how to actively read and interpret 
texts, as well as develop his writing 
skills with the help of writing coaches.

A f t e r  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  R a i f o r d 
decided to complete a year at 
Wa k e  Te c h n i c a l  C o m m u n i t y 
College so he could live at home 
with family and friends during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Being several years older than the 
average college student, and well-
traveled from the military, Raiford 
thinks his experiences allow him to bring 

a new perspective to the discussion.
“We had discussions on 9/11 and 

no one in my class was even born 
then,” he said. “I was in the library in 
6th grade watching the second plane 
hit the tower.”

But his experiences do not spare 
his nerves.

“It’s kind of intimidating coming 
to the UNC area as a 31-year-old 
with all these intelligent 18-, 19-, 
20-year-olds,” he said.

Raiford said he will be attending 
UNC starting this fall to pursue a 
degree in economics.

The WSP experience at UNC

After dropping out of high school 
in 10th grade, Chris Whitney enlisted 
at 18-years-old and completed eight 
years of active duty, where he was 
a mortuary affairs specialist. After 
leaving the service in 2015, he 

worked for several sole-proprietor 
companies before realizing that he 
wanted to go back to school.

Whitney eventually went to a 
community college in Norfolk, 
where he became the president of the 
Student Veterans of America, where 
he found “a real love for serving 
again,” he said.

Whitney heard about  WSP 
through other SVA members, and 
being a Chapel Hill fan, he decided 
to sign up for the 2021 program 
at UNC.

Having not been in school for 
about 13 years, Whitney said he was 
nervous to return, but at WSP he 
learned that the professors and his 
fellow classmates were just as nervous 
as he was. The warm and welcoming 
atmosphere eased his nerves.

“I really have to shout out Dr. 
Lithgow: the most influential person 
that we came across that week,” he 

said. “Her warmth and welcomeness 
itself is what set the tone for the week 
for the rest of us.”

At the program, Whitney met a 
diverse cohort of veterans, who had 
respectful, intellectual discussions – 
an environment he had not previously 
been exposed to due to COVID-19.

“It sounds super cheesy, but there 
was not one bit of tension between 14 
dudes, which I have personally never 
seen,” he said.

Whitney, who is currently in the 
application process for UNC, hopes 
to join the UNC community in the 
fall to build on his associate’s degree 
in business administration.

“As a kid who had dropped out in 
10th grade, I had never thought that 
being able to apply to Chapel Hill 
would be in the realm of possibility,” 
Whitney said.

Twitter: @dailytarheel

UNC Libraries introduces new hours, reduced fines

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
Students return to UNC libraries with new hours, self-service checkout stations, and reduced overdue fees.

By Preston Fore
Senior Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

There is one more big change 
to add to the growing list of how 
the fall semester will be different: 
Davis Library is set to become the 
new late night spot. 

As students return to campus, all 
of UNC’s libraries will be reopening 
with new operational policies and 
hours. Here’s a rundown of what 
students need to know. 

Operational hours

Davis Library will be open until 
2 a.m. Sunday through Thursday 
during the fall semester, said Joe 
Williams, director of public services 
for University Libraries.

For now due to hiring delays, 
Davis will close at 10 p.m. The 
new policy is expected to begin in 
mid-September, said Judy Panitch, 
director of library communications 
for University Libraries. 

The Undergraduate Library, 
which used to be open 24 hours 
on some days, will close at 10 p.m. 
most nights. Overnight hours will 

only be available during reading 
and exam days.

“We’ve adjusted the library hours 
to reflect the actual use patterns 
looking back before the pandemic,” 
Williams said.

All other branch libraries will 
operate from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. However, 
there are some exceptions, such 
as the Health Sciences and Kenan 
Science Libraries, Williams said. 
T he  most  up-to-date  hour ly 
information will be listed on the 
University Library’s website. 

Public computing, CCI printing 

and reservable study rooms have 
also returned to campus libraries, 
he said. All COVID-19 community 
guidelines must still be followed, 
inc luding mask wearing and 
social distancing.

Samantha Anthony, a junior 
majoring in computer science and 
statistics & analytics, said she is 
excited about the opportunity to sit 
and study in-person with friends 
instead of over Zoom.

“As someone who has pulled a 
few all-nighters in the libraries, I am 
going to miss those overnight hours,” 
she said. “But I do understand that 
these new hours are going to be 
better for the staff and will hopefully 
encourage others like me to take a 
break and sleep instead.”

Reduced book fines 

Standard daily overdue fines for 
most books are also being eliminated. 

Williams said fines felt like 
unnecessary obstacles and their 
removal will instead create a more 
equitable library experience.

“We feel like fines shouldn’t 
be standing in the way between 
students and their  learning,” 
Williams said. “We also found 
that fines were not an effective 
deterrent. Students will return 
books when they’re done with 
them, and then they pay fines at 
the end of the year.”

Fines will still occur for all high 
demand items like media, DVDs, 
reserve materials and any recalled 
items, he said. Furthermore, if a book 
is over 35 days late, a replacement 
fee will still be charged, even if the 
book is returned.

“ E v e n  t h e n  t h e  a m o u n t s 
have been reduced because it ’s 

an equity issue for students,” 
Panitch said. “For some people, 
this is genuinely a hardship that 
prevents them from using the 
library to their full extent.”

Tyler Dennis, a junior majoring 
in statistics and analytics, said he 
believed the change was a move in 
the right direction.

“Late penalties are regressive and 
hurt the students that are already 
vulnerable,” he said.

New ways to check out

Prior to the pandemic, Davis 
Library introduced a self-service 
checkout machine,  a concept 
Williams said they are expanding to 
the Undergraduate, Health Sciences 
and Stone Center Libraries.

“Some people — just like in a 
grocery store or the retail — prefer 
to have something that requires a 
face-to-face interaction, but some 
folks don’t necessarily want that; 
they just want to check out their stuff 
and move on,” Williams said.  

Students can utilize the self-
service machines to help expedite 
checkout, Williams said. The library 
is also working to incorporate an 
app — called Meescan — to allow for 
users to scan and check out books in 
the stacks.

“We’re here for the Carolina 
Community,” Williams said. The 
libraries are really excited that 
this semester is starting back 
up, and we’re looking forward to 
seeing students back in the library 
buildings and online. We want 
students to get the most out of their 
library experience.”

Twitter: @forepreston



Noah Monroe

Analysis: Men’s basketball enters 2021 with new look

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Hubert Davis, head coach of UNC men’s basketball, speaks at a press conference 
on April 6, 2021. Davis will begin his first season as head coach in the fall.

By Jeremiah Holloway
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

North Carolina men’s basketball 

assistant coach with the Tar Heels for 
nine seasons.

Davis made history in April by 
becoming UNC’s first Black men’s 
basketball head coach. He’s also the 
fourth former North Carolina player 
to hold the position.

While his legacy begins on a 
meaningful note, only time will tell 
if he can etch his coaching stint into 
Tar Heel lore.

His legendary predecessors, Dean 
Smith and Roy Williams, did not 
build Rome in a day. Smith missed the 
NCAA Tournament during his first five 
seasons as a head coach. Williams won 
the NCAA championship in his second 
season but finished 19-11 during his 
first, making the NCAA Tournament 
as a six seed.

Davis will likely have time to build 
a Rome of his own, especially given 
his status as a former Tar Heel player. 
Beginning with Tom Scott in 1946, 
only two of the six head coaches at 
North Carolina have coached fewer 
than four seasons. Davis’ assistants 
— Brad Frederick, Sean May, Jackie 
Manuel and Jeff Lebo — also spent 
time in Chapel Hill as players.

But beyond the coaching staff, Tar 
Heel fans can expect to see a mix of 
old and new faces on the court.

This year’s roster sees four of 
last year’s five starters returning, 

alongside three new transfer players 
— Dawson Garcia of Marquette, 
Brady Manek of Oklahoma and 
Justin McKoy of Virginia — as well 
as two four-star first-year prospects 
in D’Marco Dunn and Dontrez 
Styles. With just two first-years on 
the squad, North Carolina has its 
share of experienced players, most 
of whom are already familiar with 
Davis’ coaching style.

While the lineups for the upcoming 
season are up in the air, Armando 
Bacot, the team’s leading scorer and 
rebounder from a year ago, is a near 
lock to stay in the starting five. Senior 
forward Leaky Black is set to complete 
his UNC tenure this season and will 
be an experienced wing defender and 
perimeter scorer for the Tar Heels. 
Sophomore Kerwin Walton is another 
swingman who saw the court a lot last 
season and will likely feature more this 
season as Davis hopes to channel his 
hot shooting streaks.

Davis’ transfers, meanwhile, will 
enter a frontcourt that lost twin 
towers Day’Ron Sharpe and Walker 
Kessler to the NBA Draft and the 
transfer portal, respectively. Davis 
has the opportunity to alter his 
offensive game plan with Garcia, 
who stands at 6 feet, 11 inches tall 
and shot 36 percent from 3-point 
range last season with Marquette. 

Given his ability to stretch the 
floor, Garcia starting alongside 
Bacot at the four would give the 
Tar Heels dynamic interior options 
and allow more room for Bacot to 
operate inside.

The roster also sees a level of glut 
in the backcourt, as UNC returns 
some familiar faces and adds new 
ones. Rising sophomores Caleb 
Love and RJ Davis got thrown 
into the pandemic-related fire 
during their unusual first seasons, 
which also saw redshirt sophomore 
Anthony Harris put on some eye-
opening performances after his 
return from injury.

It may take time for Dunn and 
Styles, the incoming first-years, to 
crack the starting lineup. As many 
established starters have returned, 
the two new recruits will likely have 
to put on a show of their own in their 
reserve minutes.

With Davis taking the reins, UNC 
basketball could get a fresh start in 
2022. He might not hit the heights 
expected of the North Carolina Tar 
Heels, especially given his transfer 
frontcourt options and jam-packed 
guard rotation.

But like his predecessors know, 
Rome wasn’t built in a day.

Twitter: @jerem11ah

Sam Howell remains focused, undeterred by hype

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
UNC junior Sam Howell will begin his third season as a Tar Heel in the fall. 

By Hunter Nelson
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Several days before arguably the 
most anticipated game in recent 
North Carolina football memory, 
head coach Mack Brown was already 
forced to don his thinking cap. 

It was August 2019, and after an 
offseason dominated by questions 
of who the team should start at 
quarterback against South Carolina 
in the opener, Brown finally made 
up his mind. The Hall of Fame coach 
decided to hand over the reins to 
first-year Sam Howell – not only to 
launch deep fades across the field, but 
also to become the face of an upstart 
program that won only five games in 
the previous two seasons.

After a fourth quarter comeback 
against the Gamecocks later that week, 
perhaps Brown felt some validation. If 
he was still feeling uneasy, an encore 
performance in an exuberant Kenan 
Stadium just seven days later likely 
eased all doubt.

Fast forward two seasons, and 
Howell has checked almost every 
box for the Tar Heels. He’s helped 
the team gain national prominence, 
peaking at No. 5 in the AP poll and 
finishing the 2020 season with a 
New Year’s Six bowl appearance. In 
July, he was named the preseason 
ACC Player of the Year and is already 
being discussed as a Heisman 
candidate, as well as one of the top 
picks in the 2022 NFL Draft.

If there’s a school passing record, 
Howell’s name is likely already tied 
to it or will be soon. Off the field, 
he’s already taken advantage of 
the NCAA’s new policy that allows 
players to profit from their names, 
images and likenesses, evident in 
his recent endorsement deal with 
Bojangles (an almost too-perfect gig 
for a college kid who has never eaten 
a hamburger). 

Regardless of the hype, Howell’s 
focus has been undeterred. At press 
conferences, a stoic glance is his 
preferred look, further demonstrating 
the “Silent Assassin” moniker he’s been 
given by some of his teammates. His 
goal is “keeping the main thing, the 
main thing,” which is helping his team 
win football games and compete for its 
first ACC title since 1980.

“I see all the hype people say, all 
the expectations, but for me, I just 
want to be the best player I can be 
for my team,” Howell said.

Although Howell was the main 
catalyst for a UNC offense that ranked 
fifth in yards per game last season, his 
success can also be attributed to the 
plethora of weapons he had in his 
arsenal for the past couple seasons. 
The record-breaking backfield tandem 
of Javonte Williams and Michael 
Carter has departed for the NFL, as 
have top receivers Dyami Brown and 
Dazz Newsome.

With several younger players 
expected to fill in some critical 
offensive roles, offensive coordinator 
Phil Longo has made it apparent that 
he wants his junior quarterback to 
take charge and feel as comfortable as 
possible. Last season, they met early 
each week to discuss potential game-
planning — a trend that is likely to 
continue this season.

“The (plays) your quarterback is 
really confident in and runs with a 
really good rhythm, can run in his 
sleep, those are the ones we want to 
lean towards because those are the 
ones that he’s going to have the most 
confidence in when we’re running 
them in the game,” Longo said.

After winning four of the last 
six games of the 2020 season and 
going toe-to-toe with top-five teams 
in Notre Dame and Texas A&M, 
UNC has its eyes set on bigger goals. 
The team currently has the second-
highest odds to win the ACC, and 
if that falls into their favor, could 
the Tar Heels be talking… college 
football playoffs?

When it comes to aiming high, even 

the Silent Assassin can only remain 
hush-hush for so long.

“I think a lot of people don’t 
really take it serious when we talk 
about our national championship 
goals here at North Carolina, but 
it’s certainly something that our 
team and our program believes in,” 
Howell said. 
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By Noah Monroe
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Oct. 26, 2019 — the day I decided I 
wanted to be a student at UNC.

That day, I visited a friend who was 
a first-year at UNC, and we went to the 
UNC-Duke football game. The intense 
rivalry game kicked off at 4 p.m., with 
warm temperatures on a sunny fall 
afternoon. As I filed into the student 
section with my friend, I remembered 
how coming to Chapel Hill with my 
parents was one of my favorite things 
to do as a kid. 

Column: A real UNC sports experience after COVID-19

The junior quarterback 
looks toward a national 

championship

‘The first year of college 
I saw in my head simply 

didn’t happen.’

Davis has already made 
history; time will tell 
where his legacy goes

— a quintessential part of the 
student experience at UNC — will 
have a fresh face this season.

This season will be the first time 
since 2003 that Hall of Famer Roy 
Williams will not be on the sidelines, 
as head coach Hubert Davis ushers in 
a new era of UNC hoops. Many know 
Davis for his days playing in college 
and the NBA, as well as serving as an 

What really made me want to be a 
part of UNC took place right before 
kickoff, when “Jump Around” by House 
of Pain blared in Kenan Stadium. 
Being part of a section full of students 
jumping around and getting excited 
for the game, I recalled just why this 
was my dream school growing up. I 
couldn’t resist going to UNC and living 
in Chapel Hill for four years.

Fast forward almost a year later to 
Oct. 10, 2020, and I was finally able 
to attend a UNC football game as a 
student. But it didn’t feel quite the 
same as it did in 2019.

It was a noon game, but instead 
of blazing heat, rain poured from 
the sky, and instead of the student 
section being packed to the brim, 
approximately 1,000 students were 
scattered in the stands. Sure, it was 

a UNC football game, but the level of 
excitement I felt the year before just 
wasn’t there that day.

COVID-19 took away the rush of 
a sold-out Kenan Stadium, watching 
the Tar Heels with some of my closest 
friends. The first year of college I saw 
in my head simply didn’t happen. To 

say the least, I was bummed out.
But as I would come to realize, as 

much as I was disappointed over the 
lack of a “typical” college sports year, 
it was for the best.

COVID-19 is a highly infectious 
virus, so not having more than 50,000 
fans packed together in a stadium 
was for the best. It took away the 
experiences I dreamed of having my 
first year in college, but I would’ve 
much rather been safe than sorry.

Besides, this year for UNC sports is 
going to better than last year. 

With over 24,000 students who’ve 
said they’ve received the COVID-19 
vaccine, cheering on the Tar Heels 
in a full Kenan Stadium or Smith 
Center is possible again. Being a 
UNC student with access to tickets 
for what is shaping up to be the most 

hyped football season since 1997 is a 
fantastic opportunity. Not to mention 
a new era of UNC basketball ushered 
in by new head coach Hubert Davis.

Sacrificing one year of college to an 
infectious disease is not what younger 
me thought would happen. But older 
me is grateful that, hopefully, I’ll be 
able to experience another sold-out 
UNC-Duke football game and maybe, 
with some luck from the ticket lottery, 
a UNC-Duke basketball game.

I can’t wait to go to football games 
and other sporting events with friends. 
I can’t wait to hear “Jump Around” 
and jump up and down on the silver 
bleachers with a full crowd of students.

It’s an exciting time to be a Tar Heel.

Twitter: @hunternelson_1

Twitter: @noahmnroe
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Club and intramural sports set to return

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC CAMPUS RECREATION
A group of students play innertube foosball at the Bowman Gray Pool on 
Nov. 16.

By PJ Morales
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

In 2020, Duncan Grimes didn’t 

hardwood hooping.
His worst fears were confirmed 

when, for most of the 2020-21 
academic year, UNC’s club and 
intramural sports were moved online.

But as the year went on, things 
slowly began improving. At the tail 
end of last semester, Grimes and 
the club basketball team got to have 
distanced, limited capacity practices. 
And over the summer, outdoor 
intramural sports like sand volleyball 
were opened up.

This year, campus athletics 
are planning to return to normal 
operations, with club and intramural 
sports set to take place almost 
entirely in person.

Campus Rec has two different 
plans drawn up for this fall, according 
to Justin Ford, the assistant director 
of sport programs. Plan A sees 
mostly in-person activities with 
a smaller list of virtual offerings, 
and Plan B includes mostly virtual 
programming should COVID-19 
delta variant cases surge on campus.

Campus Rec team members 
emphasized that their plans focus 
on keeping students safe.

“The majority of (intramurals 

and club sports) are going to be 
in person,” said Tori Hooker, the 
senior assistant director of sport 
programs at UNC Campus Rec. 
“But we are going to have a handful 
of opportunities that will be virtual 
so that people can participate 
wherever they feel comfortable.”

When intramural sports first 
went virtual last fall ,  Hooker 
and her team saw success and 
high attendance with new online 
offerings like UNC Rocket League 
Club. But when there was the 
odd in-person event — innertube 
foosball or a socially distanced 
cornhole  tournament  — the 
turnout was huge.

Campus Rec also realized that, 
after a while, some virtual offerings 
couldn’t hold long-term appeal, as 
students continued to feel the effects 
of Zoom fatigue and burnout.

The summer brought positive 
changes, though. Some outdoor 
sports activities kicked off, and 
with vaccine rates increasing, 
Campus Rec fo l lowed in  the 
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  f o o t s t e p s  a n d 
prepared for an almost entirely 
in-person semester. 

With the advent of the delta 
variant, there will still be safety 
precautions in place, with masks 
being required at all indoor events 
and any outdoor events where people 
will be in close proximity. There will 
also be weekly testing requirements 
a n d  s y m p t o m  r e p o r t i n g  f o r 
unvaccinated students. 

Some intramural sports have 
participation limits, such as 7-on-7 
flag football and 5-on-5 basketball 
being reduced to their 5-on-5 and 
3-on-3 counterparts, respectively.

With vaccines not yet ubiquitous 
and the delta variant causing 
breakthrough cases, things could 
change in the future. But for now, 
club sports and intramurals will 
be back.

For Grimes, now a captain on the 
club basketball team, it means he 
gets to return to the hardwood courts 
and travel tournaments he loves. Ask 
him if he’s excited.

“Very,” Grimes said. “It’s been 
a long time coming, so I’m very 
excited for this season to get going.”

Campus Rec plans for 
most of its programs to 

be in person again

Twitter: @pjdaman12

Q&A: Nate Woods talks future of UNC 
athletics after NCAA compliance changes

By Austin Bean
Senior Writer 

sports@dailytarheel.com

Since the implementation of the new name, image 
and likeness permissions on June 30, NCAA compliance 
officers across the country are taking on new 
responsibilities. Nate Wood, who serves as the assistant 
athletic director for compliance at UNC, has experienced 
these changes first-hand. The Daily Tar Heel sat down 
with Wood to ask how his daily responsibilities have 
changed amid the new NIL permissions.

This interview has been edited for brevity and clarity.

DAILY TAR HEEL: Can you give me a brief overview of your 
position and what you do on an everyday basis?

NATE WOOD: My official title is assistant athletic director 
for compliance. I oversee day-to-day operations of 
compliance questions, answers, waivers, legislative 
initiatives and all of that kind of “compliancy” stuff. 
In the NIL space, I’ve taken on kind of an overview 
director role — there’s no real official title to it — but 
just kind of overseeing the NIL daily activities again, 
whether that’s outreach and education, business 
development, questions and answers from student-
athletes and all of that type of stuff.

DTH: When you first started hearing about NIL and what 
was going to possibly happen, how did you think it 
might affect your job and responsibilities?

NW: About a year and a half ago, we got our first draft from 
the NCAA of what a rule could look like, and the potential 
rule change had a lot of different characteristics about it. 
There were a lot more restrictions, a lot of restrictions 
where institutions could not participate in certain NIL 
activities, a lot more red tape — typical NCAA red tape 
all the way through — and just a lot more questions than 
answers. There was just a lot of uncertainty, so we were 
kind of planning for at least five or six different scenarios 
at the time. And that’s not even to mention the state laws 
that were cropping up all over the spring.  

DTH: Considering the preparation you did and all of the 

uncertainty that came with that, how tough or easy was 
it to adapt to the new setting once you knew that the 
new NIL rules were going to be implemented?

NW: Leading up to June 30, we had several different 
options that were going to happen. One of those options 
was no NCAA rule change, and because our state did not 
have an NIL rule, our athletes would have been restricted 
and not been able to capitalize on NIL, but other states 
like Florida and Texas would have been. 

That was one scenario we were planning for, and that 
one would have been very difficult had that played out, 
because we were going to have to tell our own student-
athletes that Florida State’s quarterback could go out 
and do a Bojangles deal, but our Heisman Trophy 
quarterback could not because of the school he chose, 
which would have killed us on all different levels, from 
a recruiting level and all kind of things. What ended 
up happening was the NCAA dropped their proposed 
rule and just eliminated the NIL rule as it was, and 
allowed all NCAA schools and student-athletes to 
profit off of their name, image and likeness. 

DTH: How does it feel, being in your shoes, to hear 
about all of this stuff for so long and now one day it 
just starts happening, and you’re able to see these 
college athletes finally take advantage of some of 
those opportunities?

NW: We’ve always encouraged our student-athletes to be 
outgoing and do as much as possible. I think this is just 
another part of that and another pillar of that kind of work 
that we have already done and are doing. I think, from 
our perspective and especially mine, we are encouraged 
by it and we think it’s great. It’s a little different than we 
have seen before. We have been on the other side, sending 
cease-and-desist letters to companies using name, image 
and likeness of student-athletes. For 80 years that’s been 
the case, and then all of a sudden overnight, we flipped 
the switch and said, “Nope, you can go ahead and do it.” I 
think that’s taken some people aback. 

DTH: How do you see opportunities in the NCAA 
compliance field evolving over time and the 
responsibilities associated with the job changing?

NW: One thing we are seeing more and more of is legal professionals 
coming into compliance and coming into roles like this. I think that’s 
been a trend, and I think that’s going to continue to be a bigger trend 
— not only because of NIL, but all of the other things that go along 
with compliance, such as legal ramifications that come from running an 
athletic department, the rules that are associated with it and the money 
that is involved in it as well. I think, traditionally, compliance has been 
this office of rules, a governing body and the “office of no.” I think we do 
a great job of trying to brand ourselves as a customer service business. 
Our job is to really provide efficient, correct and accurate information 
to our coaches, student-athletes, alums and community partners, and to 
make sure we are maximizing what we can do within the rules.

DTH: As NIL and college athletics in general continue to grow, what are you 
looking forward to seeing the most as a result of the new NIL rules?

NW:  One of the things that I think is exciting is our partnership with Brandr and 
the group licensing. I think that’s a really neat thing to be able to see. At some 
point, we are going to see jerseys in stores, and so we’re going to have the ability to 
see a Sam Howell or Armando Bacot jersey hanging up in Chapel Hill Sportswear, 
and I think that’s awesome. The other thing is the personal growth of our student-
athletes. Now they have to take responsibility for their own name, image and 
likeness, so they are the CEOs of their own business now. That will afford them 
the opportunities to learn things that maybe they weren’t going to learn without it. 

Twitter: @austinb_unc

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNC ATHLETICS
Nate Wood is the assistant athletic director for compliance at UNC.

play organized basketball for the first 
time in years — and he felt it.

After a playing career at Cardinal 
Gibbons High School in Raleigh, 
Grimes joined the UNC men’s club 
basketball team, keeping his game 
days alive. But when the pandemic 
sent students home in the spring 
of 2020, Grimes realized he might 
go his entire junior year without 



UNC student represents U.S. in Tokyo Paralympics

Elevate: Amplifying Voices in Our Community is a project that was launched in 
August 2020. Created in collaboration with the first Sharif Durhams Leadership 

Program cohort at The Daily Tar Heel, this is a page to celebrate and uplift the 
marginalized communities that make up Chapel Hill, who contribute to our culture 
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Elevate accepts pitches throughout the year for op-eds and letters from 
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Emma Schieck (right) returns the ball during a game of sitting volleyball.

By Leo Culp
Audio Editor

elevate@dailytarheel.com

Though the Tokyo Olympics have 
come to a close, another group of 
athletes are only just beginning their 
time in Tokyo, with the Paralympic 
Games set to begin Aug. 24.  

A sophomore at UNC, Emma 
Schieck is part of the next generation 
of the United States’ sitting volleyball 
program. Born with a brachial plexus 
injury that restricts movement in her 
left arm, Schieck played standing 
volleyball her whole life before trying 
sitting volleyball in 2017.

“She’s had this injury since birth, 
but never did we restrict her or 
limit her,” Emma’s mother, Beth 
Schieck, said. 

Sitting volleyball is an alternative 
to standing volleyball, with a lower 
net, smaller court and players that are 
only allowed to move using their arms. 
While its rules are almost identical 
to standing volleyball, the play style 
and body movements are completely 
different, making the transition difficult 
for even the most athletic players.

After being approached by a 
representative from the Women’s 
Sitting National Team at a standing 
volleyball tournament in Atlanta, 
Schieck attended sitting camps in 
Virginia, Oklahoma and California 
before deciding to pursue sitting 
volleyball full time.

She impressed in these camps, 
eventually earning an invitation 
from the Women’s Sitting National 
Team coach to train with the team.

“I was kind of like, ‘Oh crap, how 
can I say no to this?’” she said. “This 
is something people work their whole 
lives for. And I went, and I loved it. I 
absolutely fell in love with the sport.”

Schieck went from having never 
heard of sitting volleyball to playing 
with some of the country’s most 
experienced players — some of whom 
are old enough to be her mother.

But the decision to join the 
Women’s Sitting National Team was 
not an easy one.

In high school, Schieck went from 
not making the volleyball team her 
first year and being the team’s manager 
to eventually leading the squad. She’d 
stayed dedicated to standing volleyball, 
which led her to becoming an integral 
player — a role she’d have to give up if 
she chose sitting volleyball long term.

“I just think she learned that she’s 
going to have to work harder than 
other people, sometimes, to get the 
same thing,” Megan Skouby, Schieck’s 
high school coach, said. “She always 
worked hard, and anything she puts 
her mind to that she decides she’s 
going to want, she’s going to do it.”

A July article published on 
the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic 
Committee website said Schieck 
was representative of “the next 
generation of U.S. sitting volleyball.”

“When I read that article, that was 
honestly the first time that I heard 
it like that and it definitely made 
me smile,” Schieck said. “I have a lot 
of confidence in the future of this 
program at the rate we’re going.”

For now, though, Tokyo is the only 
thing on Schieck’s mind. This is her 

first time at the Paralympic Games, 
but she already knows she wants to 
stay with the sport for years to come.

“The career for a sitting volleyball 
player is longer — my oldest 
teammate is 44 years old,” Schieck 
said. “I look up to that squad and I 
look up to everything they were able 
to accomplish, but I also know that 
they are some of my best friends.”

These long-term goals extend 
past what happens on the court.

S c h i e c k ’s  c a p t a i n ,  K a t i e 
Holloway, was on the frontlines 
advocating for equal  pay for 
Paralympians, reorienting how 
Schieck views the role of sport 
in society.  The Tokyo Games 
mark the first time Paralympic 
medalists will be paid the same 
as Olympic medalists. 

“I understand that at some point, I 
am going to have to turn in my jersey 
and stop playing,” Schieck said. “At 

that point, I want to be involved in 
bettering the Paralympic movement.”

Looking ahead, Schieck hopes 
to have a direct hand in helping 
Paralympic sports grow.

“I hate that I did not know 
about sitting volleyball until sitting 
volleyball found me,” she said. “I 
don’t think that needs to be the case 
for future athletes.”

Twitter: @leo_culp
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Editor’s Note: This story was 
originally published on May 31, 
but did not appear in print.

By Jennifer Tran
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

University Libraries launched 
its Reckoning Initiative, a layered 
approach to advancing diversity, 
inclusion and antiracism work 
within the library system, on May 13.

The Reckoning Initiative aims to 
raise awareness of inequity through 
five broad, intersecting categories, 
such as integrating antiracism 
practices into library work.

Elaine Westbrooks, vice provost 
for  Universi ty  Libraries  and 
University librarian, said inclusive 
excellence has been part of the 
library’s strategic framework since 
2018, but the killings of George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and other 
Black individuals became a call to 
action to elevate the “seeds” that 
had already been planted. She 
said the last three categories of the 
Reckoning Initiative are new focal 
points University Libraries aims to 
integrate within its daily practices.

The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity 
and Accessibility Council leads 
library efforts in creating an 
equitable environment for library 
staff and users. The council takes 
charge in proposing goals and 
recommendations, developing 
t ra i n i n g  a n d  p r o g ra m s  a n d 
collaborating with other UNC 
organizations for the purpose of 
furthering anti-racism awareness 

The Reckoning Iniative 
aims to advance anti-

racism work 

within the library system.
Mo n i c a  F i g u e r o a ,  i n t e r i m 

librarian for inclusive excellence 
and chairperson of the IDEA 
Council, said academic librarianship 
everywhere — not just at UNC — is 
predominantly white, so University 
Libraries is exploring how to attract 
and retain a diverse staff. 

Figueroa said the Libraries held 
discussions about Ibram X. Kendi’s 
“How to Be an Antiracist” to push 
staff to think about racial equity in 
a direct manner, and to bring those 
conversations into the library system 
and workplace.

University Libraries also participated 
in a 21-day racial equity challenge, 
where staff members were encouraged 
to engage with resources that deal with 
racial equity on a daily basis.

Westbrooks said an integral part 
of the Reckoning Initiative includes 
IDEA Action grants, which support 
employees who intend to contribute 
to the library system’s work toward 

UNC Libraries focus on equity
inclusion, diversity, equity and 
accessibility. $250,000 has been 
allocated over two years for the grants.

Kristan Shawgo, social sciences 
librarian and chairperson of the 
IDEA Action committee, said the 
committee held several ideation 
sessions where they invited people 
to discuss projects they had in 
mind. She said she could feel the 
energy and passion individuals had 
for the work.

Fo r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y 
looking to get involved with the 
Reckoning Initiative, Westbrooks 
said feedback could help University 
Libraries understand how to meet 
expectations, as well as when they 
meet them.

“You should belong,” Westbrooks 
said. “You’ve earned the right to be 
here, and we want to ensure that you 
belong, you’re represented and you’re 
treated equitably.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
Students work in Davis Library on Aug. 13.

Local group awarded for 
sheltering those in need

Editor’s Note: This story was 
originally published on July 19, 
but did not appear in print.

By Noah Robert Houser
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

The Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service received the 2021 
Community Impact Award at the 
annual Business Excellence Award 
ceremony, granted by The Chamber 
For a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro.

The Chamber selected IFC for 
the award because of its role in 
sheltering and providing services 
to those who are experiencing 
homelessness in Carrboro during 
the pandemic.

After the CDC published official 
guidance on reducing crowds in 
homeless shelters, IFC worked 
in partnership with ATMA Hotel 
Group to give people experiencing 
homelessness dignified and safe 
accommodations that met pandemic 
guidelines the state had set. 

IFC staff worked around the 
clock every day of the pandemic, 
giving 24/7 service to those in 
need,  said  Jennifer  Gi l l ,  the 
development and communications 
director at IFC.

Its shelters were set up in close-
quarters living spaces, like college 
dorms, which was detrimental 
to the health of the residents, 
she said, as it didn’t allow for any 
social distancing. The organization 
was then able to move those 

experiencing homelessness out of 
that congregate setting and into 
hotel rooms at the Quality Inn.

While the residents were at the hotel, 
she said IFC implemented plexiglass 
around the front desk, medical-grade 
curtains in the rooms and rearranged 
furniture to encourage distancing.

IFC also provided almost 55,000 
hot meals,  more than 15,000 
bags of groceries and hundreds of 
holiday meals to residents while 
also registering 110 new voters and 
opening the new IFC Commons in 
Carrboro over the past year.

Aaron Nelson, the CEO of The 
Chamber For a Greater Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro, said the Chamber 
tries to l ift  up and highlight 
community members who have 
done exceptional work in a variety 
of categories through the Business 
Excellence Awards.

“We’re really proud of this 
organization in particular, for this 
hotel to convert into a homeless 
shelter,” Nelson said. “It’s a wonderful 
story of people coming together to 
serve our community.”

Twitter: @dailytarheel

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER GILL
Ka’Tierra Truitt, the organizer of the IFC and 
ATMA Hotel Group project, poses at her desk. 

The Inter-Faith Council 
partnered with the 

ATMA Hotel Group 
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Census effects, statewide

H o u s e  d i s t r i c t s ,  5 0  s t a t e 
Senate  d is t r ic ts  and  14  U.S . 
congressional districts.

North Carolina was one of six 
states to gain a seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives due 
to its population growth, along 
with Colorado, Florida, Montana, 
Oregon and Texas, which gained 
two seats.

In North Carolina, redistricting 
is  expected to  be an intense 
fight. Lawsuits involving the new 
maps are “close to a certainty,” 
Christopher Cooper, a political 
science professor  at  Western 

Carolina University, said.
Maps are normally redrawn 

following a decennial census to 
reflect population changes and 
ensure equal representation. In 
North Carolina, the process is 
controlled by the state legislature, 
which has been under Republican 
control since 2011.

The state has had three maps 
thrown out over the last 10 years — 
once in 2017 for unconstitutional 
racial gerrymandering and twice in 
2019 for unconstitutional partisan 
gerrymandering. 

Republican state legislators 

proposed Thursday to not use 
racial and electoral data from 
the census while drawing maps. 
Eliminating the consideration of 
racial data, in particular, drew 
criticism from Democrats, who 
argued that the move would make 
compliance with the Voting Rights 
Act difficult.

Given potential  changes to 
redistricting criteria, Cooper said, “if 
the past is any guide, it would suggest 
that we’ll have some litigation.”

Twitter: @KalleyHuang | @ella_layn
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Column: We want YOU
By Guillermo Molero

City & State Editor
          city@dailytarheel.com

Heralded by the return of students 
to campus, a new school year is upon 
us once more.

There’s no denying the previous 
school year was an unusual one. 
Our coverage here at the City & 
State desk reflected that, with a 
presidential election like no other 
and a dizzying reopening process 
taking center stage. 

This year, our mission remains the 
same as we try to tackle the issues 
that matter to the students and 
residents who call the area home.

Our aim will be to cut through the 
red tape and bring you the news on 
what state and local governments are 
doing and, most importantly, how it 
will impact you. 

This year, we’ll place a special 
emphasis on a topic I’ve always been 
greatly interested in: elections.

When I was in middle school, I had 
no idea how to approach elections. 
I didn’t even know what parties or 
candidates were involved. 

It was reading the news about 
elections and candidates at every 
level that helped me figure out 
not only what was going on but 
what kind of future I wanted to 
help build, both for myself and my 
community.

I hope our coverage can inspire 
that same passion in our readers, 
helping them discover the beauty 
and intrigue of the political system 
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— from the personal stories of the 
candidates to the policies they 
aim to implement and the infinite 
number of scenarios that can play 
out when the polls close.

It’s what I tried to highlight when I 
put together our elections newsletter 
last year, and it’s what we’ll continue 
to highlight this year.

We’ ll watch the preparations 
for the elections coming next 
November. The most notable is 
the race to replace retiring U.S. 
Sen. Richard Burr that could play 
a crucial role in determining the 
balance of power in the Senate. 

We’ll also watch the redistricting 
process in North Carolina and how that 
could impact the elections for the U.S. 
House and both chambers of the state’s 
General Assembly. 

And we’ ll  keep our eyes on 
what  are  arguably  the  most 
consequential elections coming 
up: this year’s local and municipal 
elections.  

But we’re missing the most 
important part: you.

I firmly believe suggestions 
from our readers can not only help 
improve our existing reporting, but 
can also fill gaps in our coverage 
and bring new, innovative ideas 
to the forefront. They can also 
ensure that we, as a paper, are truly 
representing and serving everyone 
in our community. 

To paraphrase Uncle Sam, “We 
want YOU!” 

Twitter: @GMolero1



 Feel free to drop us an email at!ppeprogram@unc.edu if you have questions.! 
!

Discover the!Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics Program!

Want to understand the complex world in which we live? Consider UNC’s 
"ve-course minor in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (ppe.unc.edu) 

that lets you satisfy Gen. Ed. requirements with an assortment of courses 
that!together add up!to!more than the sum of their parts.

The PPE Program also sponsors a robust range of extracurricular events, open to all, including:
• semester-long reading groups 
• salons that focus on a singular, contemporary topic
• intensive topical weekend seminars (e.g. on poverty, the opioid crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic)
• a suite of early evening talks 

To learn more, join us in Caldwell Hall on August 24, at 6:00, for a General Information Session. 
There will be pizza!

For details: https://ppe.unc.edu/event/ppe-general-information-meeting/
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Seats in five local offices are on the ballot this year
By Madison Ward

Senior Writer
city@dailytarheel.com

The November election season 
has seats on five Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro offices on the ballot. 

Here’s what you need to know 
about each office.

 
Mayor

North Carolina operates largely 
under what is known as a “manager-
council” form of government where 
the mayor serves as the spokesperson 
for a town. 

The current mayor of Chapel Hill 
is Pam Hemminger, and Carrboro’s 
mayor is Lydia Lavelle. 

UNC law student Zachary Boyce 
and current Chapel Hill Town Council 
member Hongbin Gu are set to 
challenge incumbent Pam Hemminger.

Carrboro’s race is between current 
Carrboro Town Council member 
Damon Sei ls  and chal lenger 
Michael Benson, a Chapel Hill-
Carrboro native.

Mayor Lavelle said she believes it is 

important for students to be involved 
in local elections since the decisions 
that councils make can impact their 
experience in the community.

“We often consider matters 
that may affect students — some 
examples might be parking issues, 
or noise ordinances,” Lavelle said. 
“We’re in the middle of what’s called 
a comprehensive planning process 
where we’re trying to figure out how 
our community is going to look in 
the next 30, 40, 50 years.”

The mayor serves as a voting 
member of their respective town 
council and acts as the office head of 
the town.

Town councils

The town council serves as the 
town’s legislature, which passes local 
laws called ordinances. They also 
administer the town’s budget and 
allocate resources to its residents. 

Both the Chapel Hill Town Council 
and the Carrboro Town Council 
appoint people to its advisory boards 
and committees and set the property 
tax rates.

Four seats are available for the 

Chapel Hill Town Council this 
cycle, with Robert Beasley, Camille 
Berry, Andrew Creech, Jeffrey C. 
Hoagland, Paris Miller-Foushee, 
Vimala Rajendran, Adam Searing 
and incumbent Karen Stegman on 
the ballot. 

There are three seats available 
for the Carrboro Town Council. 
Incumbents Jacquelyn Gist,  Randee 
Haven-O’Donnell and Barbara 
Middleton-Foushee are facing off 
against challengers Aja Kelleher and 
Danny Nowell for the positions. 

Jaquie Gist, another member of 
the Carrboro Town Council, said 
she believes oftentimes when people 
think of government, their first 
thought is of officials operating on a 
larger scale. 

“But in truth, local government has 
more of a day-to-day impact on people’s 
lives and on how you go about your life 
than any of those,” Gist said.

Randee Haven O’Donnell, a 
member of the Carrboro Town 
Council,  said it  is critical to 
understand the value of community. 

“We need to operate as that strong 
hand that works together, and 
sometimes a fist,” O’Donnell said.

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
Board of Education

The Board of Education is tasked 
with creating the policies that 
govern school districts. It also sets 
budgets and hires superintendents, 
who in turn hire staff members. 

Board members also serve 
staggered four year terms. Every 

two years, three or four of the board 
members are up for reelection. 

This election cycle, three seats are 
open, and will be filled by newcomers 
— all three incumbents have not filed 
to run again. George Griffin, Ryan 
C. Jackson, Riza Jenkins, Meredith 
Pruitt, Mike Sharp and Tim Sookram 
are running for the three seats. 

Twitter: @Madisonn4263

DTH/ASHLYN RHYNE
Carrboro Mayor Lydia Lavelle pictured in the Carrboro Town Hall on Monday.

Carrboro unveils ‘truth plaque’
By Kayleigh Carpenter

City & State Editor
city@dailytarheel.com

A “truth plaque” in recognition 
of the first Freedmen’s school in the 
county was unveiled in Carrboro on 
Aug. 9 next to St. Paul A.M.E Church.

The plaque reads: “Green Cordal & 
Benjamin Craig, freed from bondage, 
purchased this land for a Freedmen’s 
school and church. With funds from 
the Society of Friends, they built a 
schoolhouse that served hundreds of 

free Black children and adults.”
The truth plaque on the Freedmen’s 

school is the second one installed by a 
local task force. The Town has stated 
its goal for the truth plaques is to uplift 
the truth and recognize an unjust past 
while explaining Carrboro’s history. 

An important part of that history 
was the Freedmen’s school, which first 
opened as a private school in 1868.

Cordal and Craig bought a plot 
of land in 1866 near the current 
intersection of West Franklin Street 
and Merritt Mill Road. A portion was 

donated to the Quakers to establish 
the school and the remaining area 
was donated to create a church, now 
St. Paul A.M.E Church.

Braxton Foushee is a Chapel Hill-
Carrboro native and member of the 
Truth Plaque Task Force, a group 
made up of local residents. 

Foushee spearheaded the idea of 
establishing a plaque at the school 
as the task force’s next project. He 
said education was important to both 
Cordal and Craig. 

The first truth plaque, unveiled 

in April 2019 at Carrboro Town 
Hall, recognizes Julian Carr, the 
town’s namesake, and his ties 
to racial segregation. He was a 
former Confederate soldier and 
white supremacist known for his 
speech given at the dedication of 
Silent Sam.

Richard Ellington, unofficial 
town historian and member of the 
task force, said that the Freedmen’s 
school  operated as  a  private 
school because the county was not 
funding it. 

“So it wasn’t that it was a private 
academy, it’s just that it was just a 
school that was there to function to 
teach these kids to read and write,” 

Ellington said. “It was paramount 
that these kids get some sort of 
education and this was the simplest, 
easiest way to start.”

In 1890, the school expanded, as 
the Orange County school system 
provided supplies and teachers to 
serve Black children in grades 1-7. 
In 1910, the number of teachers 
increased to three and almost 130 
students were enrolled. The school 
ended operations in 1917 when it 
was combined with the Orange 
County Training School — now 
the Lincoln Center — on Merritt’s 
Mill Road. 

Twitter: @kecarpenter1
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Italian-themed restaurant opens in Carrboro
Grata Cafe aims to build a community space

By Emily Schmidt
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

The Grata Cafe, an Italian-
themed eatery, opened Aug. 3 with 
the goal of bringing people together 
through food.

The restaurant is located in Carr 
Mill Mall at the former location of 
Elmo’s Diner, which announced last 
September that it would shut down 
for good.

The new Grata Cafe offers 
everything from pancakes to pasta, 
and serves breakfast all day with 
gluten-free and vegan options. 

Owner Jay Radford said he 
has always had a passion for 
community building, whether 
that was through running the 
former Mom in Chapel Hill blog 
as a stay-at-home dad or founding 
the philanthropy-focused “Not So 
Normal Run + Fun.”

“I saw a need in the community 
for a place where people can come 
together again — a place that is safe,” 
Radford said. 

Jackie  Helve y,  a  longt ime 
Carrboro resident, visited Grata 
Cafe after it  opened and said 
she was especially impressed by 
Radford’s continued dedication to 
serving his community. 

Helvey ordered “The Table,” a 
yogurt bowl, the sales of which are 

donated to TABLE, a Carrboro-
based nonprofit dedicated to fighting 
food insecurity. 

“Not only is the food just really 
good, but this whole concept of 
giving back to the community in so 
many ways is simply unheard of,” 
Helvey said. 

Similarly, sales from Grata Cafe’s 
“The Arts Center” bowl are donated 
to The ArtsCenter in Carrboro. 

Unlike many other restaurants, 
Radford has a no tipping policy. 
Instead of having his staff rely on 
customer tips, every employee has 
a starting salary of $18 an hour, 
and any tips left on the table are 
donated to a different charity of an 
employee’s choosing every month, 
he said.

Radford said he plans to give 
each employee $100 a month to 
put toward their health insurance. 
He also plans to split five percent of 
the profit among the team members 
each quarter.

“I run my business differently,” 
Radford said. “I really believe in 
empowering my team, investing in 
them and supporting them.”

While the opening was quieter 
than he had hoped, Radford said he 
expects business to pick up now that 
students are back in town.

N a t h a n  M i l i a n ,  p r o p e r t y 
manager of the Carr Mill Mall, had 
worked closely with the owner of 

DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
Grata Cafe in Carrboro opened on Aug. 8. The restaurant is located in Carr Mill Mall in the former location of Elmo’s Diner, 
and offers everything from pancakes to pasta. 
Elmo’s Diner since its opening 30 
years ago. 

“For me, it was bittersweet having 
Elmo’s leave after all these years,” 
Milian said. “In addition to our 
working relationship, I was good 
friends with the owner. But, likewise, 
I’m very excited for (Radford) and 
what he’s trying to do.”

But Milian said Grata Cafe is 
not trying to be the new Elmo’s. 
Instead, Radford is making the 

restaurant his own, giving a new 
life to one of Carrboro’s most classic 
dining spots. 

Though Grata Cafe has only 
been open for  a  few weeks , 
Radford  sa id  he  — and  h is 
restaurant — are here to stay. 

“My whole life has been filled 
with me leaping and looking 
— sometimes landing on my 
head like Wile E. Coyote and 
sometimes hitting the road like 

the Road Runner,” Radford said. 
“But, I think we’re really onto 
something here.”

Grata Cafe is open every day 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and is 
located at 200 N. Greensboro 
St.  Suite B12. The restaurant 
currently offers takeout on the 
Toast TakeOut app, as well as 
delivery on Take Out Central.

Twitter: @emilyyschmidt11

“I saw a need in the community for a place 
where people can come together again — a place 

that is safe.” 
Jay Radford, owner of Grata Cafe
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As we head into this “new 
normal”  of  pandemic 
life, we have to hopefully 

say goodbye to our dear friend — 
Zoom University (may she rest in 
peace). Zoom has been with us 
throughout the pandemic. Although 
we are happy to give up our online 
education, there are aspects of this 
method we will greatly miss.

In memoriam to Zoom University, 
here is what the Editorial Board will 
miss most:

 
Rolling out of bed five minutes 
before class

The only time it is enjoyable to 
walk around campus is the few 
days a year when the crisp autumn 
air brushes our face at a refreshing 
65 degrees.The rest of the time 
it’s either so hot you feel like your 
organs are cooking, or so cold you 
might as well be attending the 
University of Alaska. 

S i tt ing  comfortably  in  a ir 
conditioning or heat for all of 
our classes instead of having to 
experience the effects of climate 
change is something many of us are 
already missing.

 
Home-cooked meals during the 
school day 

Whether you moved back home or 

stayed in your own apartment, you 
always had easy access to a fridge. 
Any time you were hungry or thirsty, 
you could just walk a few feet and 
pick something up — you may have 
even done it during class sometimes. 

Unfortunately, now we have to 
actually plan our meals since we will 
be out and about on campus for most 
of our days. 

Do we schedule a lunch break? 
Do we bring our own food? What 
time should we eat? These are all 
questions the end of Zoom forces us 
to reconsider. 

 
Peace and solitude 

Everyone has had a bad roommate. 
If not, look in the mirror, because 
you probably are the bad roommate.

Zoom gave us the freedom 
to escape our hated roommates 
whenever we felt overwhelmed. It 
gave us the freedom to move in with 
our family when we honestly couldn’t 
stand to be around our roommates 
for another second.

With the death of Zoom comes the 
death of extended roomie vacays. 

 
Goodbye pajama days 

Remember elementary school 
when everyone would go wild over 
pajama day? Well, Zoom allowed us 
to relive that excitement every day. 

In Memoriam to Zoom University
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No one cared what you wore, or 
even noticed you had no pants on — 
because let’s be honest, your camera 
was off anyway. 

Now, unfortunately, it’s probably 
not socially acceptable to wear our 
pajamas to class anymore. This 
means we have to actually put 
together outfits instead of rolling 
out of the comfort of our beds and 
hopping on our computers.

 
Sleeping in 

One of the greatest gifts from 
Zoom University was the ability 
to sleep until mere minutes — or 
if you’re a real daredevil, seconds 

— before attending class. There 
was no getting ready or eating 
breakfast beforehand when you 
could literally do those things 
while attending class. 

Not only that, but once you were 
done with a call, you could just go 
right back to sleep. We were able to 
gain back a bit of the sleep that we 
as college students so dearly needed. 

The transition back to reality 
and being perceived by others is 
going to be difficult, but we are all 
returning together. 

Let’s remember to grant everyone 
some grace as we ditch our pajama 
pants for jeans and Zoom University 
for a true UNC experience. 

EDITORIAL

As we prepare for the 2021-
22 school year, a special 
time is upon us — athletic 

season. Although classes begin on 
Aug. 18 for students, UNC athletic 
teams have been preparing for the 
fall athletics season for months. 

Here’s what the editorial board is 
most looking forward to as the Tar 
Heels take the field.

 
A New Twist this Year

Beginning July 1, the NCAA 
allowed athletes to profit off of their 
name, image and likeness (NIL). 
Since then, companies have flocked 
to sign UNC athletes to represent 
their brand. 

Sam Howell signed on with 
Bojangles, Jimmy’s Famous Seafood 
landed Armando Bacot and Dawson 
Garcia, and TK Hockey USA signed 
the face of collegiate women’s field 
hockey — Erin Matson. 

Carolina Athletics also became 
the first university to launch a 
group licensing program for active 
athletes under the new NIL policy. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  u s h e r 
opportunities for UNC athletes to 
benefit from, using the University’s 
trademarks and logos.

The program opens up unique 
opportunities for athletes to profit 
off UNC apparel. So, in theory, UNC 
fans could purchase a Bacot or Sam 
Howell jersey, with players receiving 

a  percentage of those sales.
We’ll have to wait and see which 

players profit off of the NIL and 
how it impacts recruiting this 
upcoming year.

 
A Heisman Hopeful and Top 10 UNC 
Football

As the clock ticked down to double 
zeros in the Tar Heels’ Orange Bowl 
defeat by Texas A&M, all eyes quickly 
turned to the 2021 season. The buzz 
is palpable. Quarterback Sam Howell 
enters the season primed as one of 
the Heisman frontrunners. 

The team returns eighteen 
s tar ters ,  inc luding  ten  on  a 
defensive unit that was much 
i m p r o v e d  a t  l a s t  s e a s o n ’s 
conclusion, and features young, 
exciting stars like Defensive Back 
Tony Grimes and Linebacker 
Desmond Evans to pair  with 
established veterans Linebacker 
Jeremiah Gemmel and Defensive 
Lineman Raymond Vohasek. 

The hype won’t only surround the 
individual stars of the team, but the 
team’s overall potential. 

The team enters the season ranked 
in the top 10, their highest preseason 
ranking since 1997. One consistency 
between the 1997 and 2021 teams is 
in the leadership at the top: Head 
Coach Mack Brown. 

 
Hubert’s First Year at the Helm

For the first time since 2003, it 
won’t be Roy Williams manning the 

Dean E. Smith Center sidelines. After 
former assistant Hubert Davis was 
named head coach in April, he quickly 
got to work assembling a squad that 
can make a deep run in March. 

The returns of Bacot and Caleb 
Love, along with the additions of 
transfers Brady Manek (10.8 ppg at 
Oklahoma) and Dawson Garcia (13.0 

ppg at Marquette) have generated 
offseason excitement. 

The squad is ranked as a preseason 
top-15 team. The team will take on 
top contenders from last season like 
Michigan, Purdue and UCLA in its 
non-conference slate, so look for the 
Tar Heels to be battle-tested early 
heading into ACC play. 

 
Continued Dominance for the Women

While men’s basketball and 
football receive the most buzz from 
fans, it’s been the women’s teams 
who have dominated recent success 
from UNC athletics. 

UNC Women’s Field Hockey will 
be looking to defend their three-peat 

behind the talent of two-time national 
player of the year, Erin Matson. 

Women’s  Lacrosse looks to 
avenge a Final Four loss after 
spending most of the season ranked 
number 1 in the nation. 

They return five of their top six 
scorers, including four-time All-
American Jamie Ortega, who is already 

Carolina’s career leader in goals. 
Hall  of  Fame coach Anson 

Dorrance also returns multiple 
players who will look to avenge a 
Final Four loss of their own. 

They welcome two preseason 
top 20 teams, Washington and 
Arkansas, to Chapel Hill to begin 
the season. All eyes, however, will 
be on the October 21 date with the 
defending champs, Florida State. 

With an array of talent in Chapel 
Hill, the excitement for athletics is 
as high as it’s ever been. There’s no 
place we’d rather be on planet earth 
than Chapel Hill. 

Twitter: @dthopinion

“            Took a sip from the Old Well on the way to my 
calculus final. Flunked it.”

Ben Steelman,
responding to an article reporting that the Old Well will be functional for first day of 

classes on Facebook.

FEATURED ONLINE READER COMMENT

“I believe after 10 years a new dean will bring fresh 
eyes, additional perspective and new energy to our 

school .”
Susan King,

Dean of the Hussman School of Journalism and Media, announcing she will step down at the 
end of the year.
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“What we’ve told them is, quit talking about it and 
do it. And that’s your work every day. So they under-

stand that we’re not talking about anything except 
the first three games anyway. That is our season 

right now.” 
Mack Brown

Head Football Coach
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EDITORIAL

  
There are storms swirling around 

UNC as students return to campus 
for the fall semester. Whether it is 
the fallout from the tenure inaction 
for Nikole Hannah-Jones, or the 
perpetual threat of COVID-19 
sending us all home again, this year 
has ominous energy to it. 

For now, at least, we are standing 
in the eye of that storm. The dark 
clouds have not yet penetrated 
campus. In some ways, there is 
peace and joy in this moment. We 
can celebrate moving into dorms, 
returning to in-person learning and 
finally seeing our friends after far 
too long apart. It feels good to have a 
veneer of a Carolina experience, even 
if it isn’t perfect. 

The pandemic has taught us 
to be more appreciative of the 
little things — the things we once 
found mundane. Walks to class or 
running into acquaintances on the 
quad now have a renewed sense of 
purpose. This moment of unity is a 
thing to appreciate.

There will, however, be more 
storms this year, and chaos is 
inevitable.  Kevin Guskiewicz 
will issue an ignorant statement, 
fraternity parties will be the source of 
COVID-19 clusters and we will all feel 
that perpetual sense of uncertainty. 

That sentiment is undoubtedly 
anxiety-inducing, but if we are 
honest with ourselves, what is UNC 
without chaos? 

The COVID-19 cloud is already 
poised to become a full-fledged 
natural disaster before we know it. 
Classes have barely begun and as of 
Aug. 16, UNC already has 115 cases. 
There will be more, which we know 
because the UNC administration has 
admitted as much.

The administration is  a lso 
giving us mixed messages about 
what’s safe. We will be masked 
and socially distant indoors during 

CARTOON BY YOUNG HUER                  

CARTOON

classes, but we are still allowed to 
share our bodily fluids all over the 
spigot of the Old Well for the sake 
of tradition. 

There’s also so much about this 
fall semester we still don’t know 
because the news around the virus 
changes every day. UNC’s ambiguity 
is further disorienting students 
and contributing to the nationwide 
pandemic exhaustion. 

Confusion around this school 
year casts further doubt on if 
this administration is competent 
enough to navigate the pandemic. 
While their messaging says they 
understand the severity of this 
publ ic  heal th  problem,  the y 
often seem more concerned with 
maintaining a good public image 
and securing a check. 

Tropical storms begin with a 
cluster of thunderstorms, each one 
its own looming destruction. As 
the storm grows, it needs to take 
in more air and uses the energy of 
the other storms to get stronger 
and stronger. The storm clouds 
surrounding our university are 
gaining energy and building on 
one another. But for now, we can 
find refuge in sitting in the eye of 
that storm. 

The way we make it through 
this disaster-prone year is by 
acknowledging the turbulence 
around us and finding peace in 
the everyday. But when you feel 
overwhelmed by the power it has 
over you, let your peers be the 
centrifugal force to bring you back 
to the center.  

Rather than constantly going 
from one thing to the next, grant 
yourself grace and simply just be. 
Be cognizant of mayhem around, 
but take solace in the fact that 
we are in this together. We will 
stay calm in the eye of the storm 
because we have one another.  

Everything is reappearing on 
campus — in-person classes, 
students, Wendy’s spicy 

nuggets in the Union. But one crucial 
thing is still missing from campus 
culture: accountability.

UNC refused to issue a vaccination 
requirement for students and 
instead asked them to submit their 
vaccination status on ConnectCarolina, 
essentially relying on an honor system. 
Unvaccinated students will be subject 
to regular COVID-19 testing.

With such pressure to keep this 
semester on track, you would think the 
administration would crack down on 
fake vaccine cards. Yet, the University 

UNC missing accountability 

JOIN US: The Daily Tar Heel is hiring for the fall 
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By Caitlyn Yaede 
Editorial Board Member

Education during a pandemic
Imagine being a student in 

third grade. You’ve never 
used Zoom before,  and 

your teacher with poor internet 
connection is struggling to share her 
screen. All the while, you’re trying to 
learn multiplication and division. 

You would probably struggle 
to learn under these conditions, 
much less retain the material. 
Because these are such essential 
s k i l l s  t o  h av e ,  y o u r  o v e r a l l 
foundation in those areas takes a 
massive hit.

The start of the 2021-22 school 
year will  see some aspects of 
education return to normalcy, 
including the resumption of 
in-person classes and the return 
of students to campuses across 
the nation. Despite this return, 
the effects of the pandemic on 
education — both positive and 
negative — will extend for years 
to come, especially for students in 
primary school. 

One benefit of the pandemic is 
the expansion of virtual classes, as 
they allow students more flexibility. 
Because they can be accessed from 
almost anywhere with an internet 
connection, they forgo the need 
to physically go to class. This is 
especially helpful for older students, 
such as high schoolers, who have 
other commitments or who live 
relatively far from their school.

Compared to their in-person 
counterparts, online courses allow 

students to go at their own pace, so 
instead of having to read the book 
during class, they can choose to 
do it during their free time. This 
also benefits students who need 
to work or those who just aren’t in 
the mood to do an assignment at a 
given time. 

Regardless of your opinion on 
virtual classes, having an expanded 
list of course selections is beneficial 
for everyone. Especially since many 
teachers will now have experience 
using online resources like Zoom, 
suggesting that there won’t be as 
many technical issues.

However, other impacts of the 
pandemic on education are less 
positive. Some students might have 
fallen behind in their learning due 
to the lower quality of teaching in 
online classes during the early days 
of the pandemic, something which 
was exacerbated by socioeconomic 
and geographic factors. 

No students fell behind more 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c  t h a n 
those living in poverty. A study 
co-authored by Yale economist 
Fabrizio Zilibotti showed that 
9th graders from the poorest 
communit ies  would  suffer  a 
25 percent reduction in “post-
educational earning potential,” 
meaning that their income later 
in life is reduced. This reduction is 
a result of a single year of school 
closures during the pandemic, even 
if it were to be followed by three 

years of normal schooling.
One of the major losses poor 

students encountered during 
online school was the inability to 
interact with peers from different 
socioeconomic backgrounds.

We all remember the early days of 
the pandemic — when teachers and 
professors struggled to use Zoom 
in their classes and the attempts 
to provoke interaction in breakout 
rooms. Assignments were waived 
completely by educators who had 
lost just as much will to teach as 
students had to learn. 

At the time, we were glad 
assignments seemingly didn’ t 
matter anymore and that we could 
be graded by a pass/fail system 
that would cover up any potential 
blemish on our academic records. 
However, it also meant that many 
students might not have learned 
things they genuinely needed. 

For college students, online 
school meant not learning major-
specific material. But for children 
in elementary school, they lost 
fundamental math, reading and 
social skills.

We still don’t know for certain 
how the pandemic will impact 
the future of education, but it’s 
imperative we keep equity in mind. 
Even though we’ve learned to better 
adjust to educating our students 
since 2020, the effects of the 
pandemic on our learning will linger 
for years to come. 

DTH /MADDEE  BURT

UNC’s COVID-19 storm

EDITORIAL

almost entirely impacting people who 
have chosen not to get vaccinated.

This is why it is so important 
t h a t  u n v a c c i n a t e d  s t u d e n t s 
undergo rout ine  test ing and 
comply with the university’s rules 
regarding COVID-19, even if those 
rules aren’t very stringent. But 
compliance and accountability are 
far from reality.

Students who are supposed to 
be accountable are lying about 
their vaccination status to avoid 
regular testing. That dishonesty 
is coupled with an administration 
— supposedly accountable to the 
student body — unwilling to take 
action against students who harm 
the wellbeing of others. By solely 
relying on the honor system, the 
administration is only serving the 
interests of dishonest students 
who blatantly disregard COVID-19 
regulations.

The honor system can’t work when 
students have proved that they do not 
honor the system. Some of us rushed 
Franklin Street at the height of the 
pandemic. Others attended parties 
and socials while campus was closed. 

This is a chance at a semblance of 
normalcy, and it’s being disrupted by 
students and administration that have 
avoided responsibility at every corner. 

The sad truth remains: there is 
nothing holding UNC accountable.DTH/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER

has only issued warnings on the 
subject, choosing to trust that students 
will not submit fakes. University 
spokesperson Jeni Cook said in an 
email that UNC is conducting random 
weekly audits to verify the vaccination 
status of students. 

“We have no evidence that indicates 
students are misrepresenting their 
vaccination status,” Cook wrote. 

North Carolina ranked among the 
top states where students searched 
for fake vaccine cards on Twitter.

In North Carolina, only 0.5% of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations are of 
vaccinated individuals, also known as 
breakthrough cases, according to data 
from The New York Times as of Aug. 
10. The newest rise in severe cases is 
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DTH/MARIS AVA CRUZ
Chapel Hill Mayor Pam Hemminger poses for a portrait at the Old Well on 
UNC’s campus in Chapel Hill on Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021.

Hello, Tar Heels!
Welcome back to Chapel Hill. 

Whether you are a new or returning 
student, we are glad to have you as 
part of our extended family.

Thankfully, we can welcome you 

back to our community — in person 
— this fall. Over the past year, local 
leaders from the Town, County and 
UNC have worked hard to keep our 
community safe and our businesses 
open during the pandemic. Now 

Column: Mayor Pam welcomes UNC students back

Nash said.
This is not the first time CHCCS 

is  tackl ing in-person school . 
Last March, students returned 
in-person to the classrooms, but 
in a hybrid format. The daily 
temperature checks from last year 
are no longer required.

There were 13 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 within CHCCS in the 
spring. Parents are notified when a 
case occurs in their school. 

Parent Concerns

Despite the array of guidelines 
CHCCS has published, parents are 
still concerned about the start of the 
new school year. 

CHCCS will be offering a Virtual 
Learning Academy for grades 9-12 
and the enrollment period for 
those grades has been extended to 
Aug. 25, but Rayne said that’s not 
enough. She said there needs to be a 
virtual learning option for students 
in grades K-8.

“I’m just super disappointed that 
there was never a plan in place to 

do virtual school,” Rayne said. “That 
doesn’t seem logical when our kids 
are unvaccinated.”

On Thursday, CHCCS will hold 
a special meeting to discuss virtual 
options for younger students in 
grades K-8. 

The meeting will be held virtually 
at 6:30 p.m. with options for spoken 
and written public comment. 

Lunch arrangements

C H C C S  p a r e n t s  a l s o  h av e 
expressed concern over school 
lunch arrangements. 

In the written public comment for 

the Aug. 12 school board meeting, 
multiple parents said they were 
worried about meal times.

“I am significantly concerned 
about lunch arrangements for the 
return to school,” Dawn Carter, 
mother of a first grader, wrote to 
the board.

She said she doesn’t want her 
child to be indoors without a mask, 
but is open to outdoor eating.

The district has said masks may 
be removed while actively eating 
and drinking. An email to parents 
said that additional picnic tables 
and tents have been ordered to help 
promote eating outdoors.

Still, some parents say they want 
to see more, especially given the rise 
of the highly contagious delta variant 
of coronavirus and the inability of 
children under 12 to get a COVID-
19 vaccine.

“This is no longer last year’s 
virus,” Cathy Walsh, a McDougle 
Elementar y  parent ,  wrote  in 
an Aug. 12 public comment to 
the board. “The risk to kids has 
dramatically changed, and rapid 
action is needed to prevent large-
scale outbreaks and closures.”

Twitter: @skwebb73

it is up to all of us — students, 
teachers, graduates, employers, 
employees, retirees and so on — to 
continue to work together to fight 
against COVID-19.

This week, the Orange County 
leaders, together, agreed on a 
countywide, indoor mask mandate 
for public places. Until more people 
are vaccinated and we can get the 
spread of the virus back under 
control, we need to use all the tools 
at our disposal. Vaccines and masks 
are the best tools for helping us get 
a handle on this surge in cases. If 
you haven’t yet been vaccinated, 
please take time today to get 
your shot and, when you head to 
Franklin Street for a bite to eat or 
stop in a local store to purchase 
supplies, remember your mask.

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  i m p o r t a n t 
health-safety information, I want 
to let you know about an exciting 
project  you’ ve l ikely  noticed 
upon your return to town. The 
Rosemar y Parking Deck was 

taken down a couple weeks ago, 
and contractors for the Town 
continue their removal of the 
debris. They’re making way for 
a project about which I am very 
passionate — the East Rosemary 
Redevelopment Project.

Beginning in September, in place 
of that old deck, we will be building 
a new, 1,100-space parking deck 
with a retail porch along Rosemary 
Street and a redesigned road with 
protected bike lanes. This project 
is part of a larger overall project 
in the 100 block of East Rosemary 
Street that will include a new office 
building, a fresh look to some 
existing buildings, a Town green and 
public park, enhanced sidewalks 
and green streetscape. I know the 
demolition wasn’t a pretty sight to 
return to, but the results will be well 
worth it. For more on this project, 
please visit townofchapelhill.org/
rosemary-project.

Another town improvement 
project that is coming soon is the 

Estes Drive Connectivity Project. 
The Town has designed some 
exciting new infrastructure for this 
major east-west corridor to add 
raised bike lanes, sidewalks and 
a side path. There will be traffic 
impacts during the project, and 
the Town will be announcing all 
the details soon and often so you 
can adjust your travel behaviors 
when necessary. Take a look at the 
design and get more information at 
townofchapelhill.org/estes.

A great way to stay connected 
and informed about “all things 
Chapel Hill” is to sign up for our 
weekly e-news (townofchapelhill.
o r g /s i g n u p )  a n d  t o  f o l l o w 
ChapelHil lGov on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

I want to wish you all the success 
as you start your new semester. 
Work hard and find time to safely 
relax and unwind when you can. 
Go Heels!

— Mayor Pam

CHCCS returns to the classroom on Monday
Continued from Page 1
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                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classi!ed Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classi!ed Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classi!eds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH o"ce is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classi!ed Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Pro!t)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Pro!t) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day
DTHMarket-

Across
1 Asks for a treat, as a boxer
5 Site of a boxer’s attack
9 Chocolate syrup brand since 1928
14 Circus prefix with bat
15 Diva’s delivery
16 “This __ much!”: “I’m 

overwhelmed!”
17 Rental vehicles for self-moving
19 “Pleasantly” chubby
20 President after Madison
21 Mother-of-pearl sources
23 Has title to
25 __ standstill
26 Tea biscuit
29 Designed for comfort and 

efficiency
35 Guffaw syllable
36 Pirate in “Hook”
38 U.S. state with the lowest 

average annual rainfall
39 Horse known for its endurance
41 Wed
43 Not fer
44 Wisdom teeth, e.g.
46 Fabled loch
48 Stooge Howard
49 Rainy day protectors
51 Casual conversations
53 Contend (for)
54 Bro of van Gogh
56 Dedicatee of an annual MLB 

tribute game
61 Snare
65 Lion’s warnings
66 Lost-one’s-place words often 

preceded by the two-letter start of 
17-, 29- and 49-Across

68 Lake craft
69 Bubbly-textured Nestlé 

chocolate bar
70 Muscle pain
71 Change for the better
72 Tall tale
73 Classic Jaguars

Down
1 Wicked Witch of the West creator
2 Reverberate
3 Mom’s mom
4 Become disenchanted with
5 Poe’s “ebony bird”
6 Nest egg letters
7 Columbus ship
8 Chatterbox
9 Double-winged WWI aircraft
10 Norway’s capital
11 Leave slack-jawed
12 Arrive
13 “Sorry, my mistake”
18 The Home Depot competitor
22 Shows contrition
24 Noticed
26 Former SeaWorld star
27 Off-the-cushion billiards shot
28 Dental care brand
30 Spanish queen
31 Caesar’s eggs
32 Molten rock
33 Meathead
34 Curved-top candy shapes
37 Mosque visitor
40 Saloon
42 Exam
45 Made changes in
47 Play division
50 Wiggle room
52 Hair-removal substance
55 White wader
56 26-Down, for one
57 Rich soil
58 “Great” dog breed
59 Suffix with Jumbo
60 Flightless bird
62 __ of lamb
63 Tennis great Arthur
64 Crusty desserts
67 Goof up

© 2015 The Mepham Group.  
All rights reserved.

The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 9 — Take care of 
business. It may take a mess to 
get the job done. Words and 
actions get results now. Keep the 
balls in motion.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 — Explore 
opportunities. Avoid expensive 
or di"cult options. Use your own 
good judgment. Connect with 
the world outside. Participate in 
a larger conversation.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is a 9 — Discuss shared 
!nances with your partner. 
Avoid risky business. Draw 
upon hidden resources. Balance 
accounts and work out the 
details. Share the load.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is a 9 — Work together 
to re!ne the plan. Talk about 
how you want things to be, and 
get into action. Make notes and 
sketches. Results satisfy.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Physical action 
gets results. Work with trusted 
doctors and coaches. Practice 
your moves and pick up the 
pace. Communicate to re!ne 
and adjust.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 7 — Romance could 
spark, but it may not look like 
your fantasy. Relax and have 
fun. Avoid risk, expectations or 
expense. Keep things simple.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is a 7 — Home 
renovations start with a mess. 
It’s amazing the di#erence a coat 
of paint can make. Coordinate 
family support and feed all 
helpers.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Get into an 
intellectual puzzle. Research, dig 
and sort out potential solutions. 
Monitor a larger conversation 
with talented experts. Write 
rough drafts and sketches.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is a 9 — Monitor !nances. 
Find ways to conserve resources. 
Defer grati!cation, if necessary. 
Restraint serves you well. Do 
the work behind the scenes for 
rising income.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is an 8 — Take charge 
for the results you want. Dress 
for success. Love energizes 
you. Reduce tension and stress 
with yoga, meditation or music. 
Pamper yourself.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
T oday is an 8 — You can 
get especially productive 
behind closed doors. Reduce 
public interactions, noise and 
distraction. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is an 8 — Teamwork gets 
satisfying results. It could get 
messy. Push to advance a shared 
cause and worry about cleanup 
later. An exciting opportunity 
beckons.

HOROSCOPES If August 18th
is Your Birthday...

Link arms with your partner this year. Share the load faithfully to grow. 
Community connection touches your heart this summer, before changes with 
your industry require autumn adaptation. Enjoying delicious moments with 
beloved people this winter inspires a professional blossoming next spring. 
Lead with your heart.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Help WantedHelp Wanted
AFTERNOON KID CARE Carrboro family seeking responsible student who can help with 
afternoon pickup and care of 6 & 8YO boys. M-F, 2:30-5:30pm. Pay: $20/hr. greg.andeck@gmail.com.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE NEEDED to pick up our girls, 7 and 10, from school in downtown Durham 
at 3PM, bring them home near Southpoint Mall and stay until 5-6PM. Our youngest has an 
ostomy and wears pull-ups. Needs assistance with bathroom needs and getting her leg braces 
on and o#. Email resume/bio to rariesser@gmail.com.

NOW HIRING CHILDCARE PROVIDER GECKO CAGE CLEANER/FEEDER Join our sta# at Courtney’s 
Drop In! Part time, full time, $exible hours to work around your class schedule,Competitive pay! 
Open M-F 8-8; F/S 8a-10p. heather@dropinkidscare.com

SERVERS, BARTENDERS & LEADS needed for premium catered areas in Kenan Stadium for all 
home football games in the most exclusive areas!  No experience needed for server positions.  
Pay rates from $12-$18 per hour.  Apply here: rockytopcateringjobs.com 

HOME FOOTBALL PT COORDINATION PT Coordination for transportation vendor for all home 
football games. $17 per hour. Must be available for approximately 10 hour day, all home games.  
info@carolinalivery.net

AFTER SCHOOL HELP WANTED Help needed M-F for 10yo girl. Schedule: 3:30-6pm Mon thru 
Wed; 3.30-6:30 on Thu and 3:30-5pm on Fri. Tasks: picking up from school, transporting to after 
school activities, and homework help. Clean driving record, COVID-19 vaccine proof and reliable 
transportation required. $15 per hour. Email bio/resume to carocowell@gmail.com

CHILDCARE IN CHAPEL HILL  We are looking for reliable childcare for our daughter (9 yrs) M-F, 
3-5:30pm. Must have car and references. Competitive pay.  Email smaman@unc.edu or call 919-
236-3002.

CATERING SERVICE STAFF Hiring sta# to work at o# site catered events (mainly weekends). Prior 
experience is not necessary. Most events are held in Hillsborough or Chapel Hill. Starting pay 
$16/hour.  Email info@hillsboroughbbq.com to apply or for more info.For Rent For Rent 

CARRBORO TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT 2 bed, 2.5 bath on busline. granite counters, stainless 
appliances, deck. quiet community. graduate students only. $1250/month. call/text Lisa at 919-
302-6620. must have references. 

OFF CAMPUS PARKING SPACES O# campus parking - 2 miles from campus - safe, residential 
house.  300 / semester or 550 / year/ Call Mark - 919 698 3326

Announcements Announcements 
AUDITIONS for Carolina Choir, Chamber Singers, and Glee Club this week in Person Hall Room 
106. Sign up by google doc at music.unc.edu or email skleb@email.unc.edu.
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By Praveena Somasundaram
Editor-in-Chief

editor@dailytarheel.com

As our name says, The Daily Tar Heel 
used to have a print paper every day of 
the work week. In 2017, print production 
was scaled down to three days a week 
— Monday, Wednesday and Friday. We 
sustained this three-days-a-week print 
schedule into the pandemic as well, until 
the spring 2021 semester, when we moved 
to weekly print production.

The decrease in print production last 
semester was driven by the decline in print 
advertising during the pandemic and the 
lack of UNC community members on 
campus. It also allowed us to make our 
news more accessible online through 
platforms like podcasts, newsletters and 
social media.

The DTH will continue with the 
once-a-week print schedule for the fall 
semester, and may reevaluate our print 
production prior to the start of the spring 
semester. There will be a new print edition 
available in the blue boxes on and around 
campus every Wednesday for the rest of 
the semester, starting on Aug. 18, the first 
day of classes.

To access our paper locator online, please 
scan the QR code below. There is also an 
archive of DTH print papers available 
online at: https://www.dailytarheel.com/
page/print-archive. Our content will 
continue to be updated on our website, 
newsletters and social media daily.

Because we are sticking with having 
only one new print edition a week, there 

are several focuses for these papers. We 
hope to produce papers that have more 
in-depth, longform stories and beautiful 
visuals — to create something that readers 
would want to keep beyond when they 
pick it up from a blue box. Part of this 
goal includes expanding our design and 
graphics work this year. For questions 
about this, please reach out to the DTH 
Design & Graphics Editor Carson Elm-
Picard at design@dailytarheel.com.

We’re also increasing our Elevate 
section in print to once a week. A section 
focused on uplifting marginalized 
communities, Elevate was in our print 
paper twice a month last year. With the 
addition of an Elevate editor and an 
increase in its frequency in print, we 
hope to produce more consistent Elevate 
content across all of our news desks.

For further questions or concerns 
about the DTH’s print production, please 
contact Editorial Managing Editor Heidi 
Pérez-Moreno at managing.editor@
dailytarheel.com.

Find a DTH distrbution box here! 

How our print paper operates
By Praveena Somasundaram

Editor-in-Chief
editor@dailytarheel.com

After over a year of a quiet newsroom, 
yet relentless news cycle, The Daily Tar 
Heel is excited to welcome new members 
onto our staff. The newsroom is now 
hiring for the 2021-22 school year. The 
full application can be accessed online at: 
https://www.dailytarheel.com/page/dth-
fall-2021-application or by scanning the 
QR code below. The current deadline for 
the application is Aug. 27.

We have openings across every single 
desk, which include news desks (City & 
State, Opinion, Sports and University), 
as well as desks with specializations — 
Audience Engagement, Audio, Copy, 
Data, Design & Graphics, Photo and 
Video. More information on what each 
desk does and contact information 
for desk editors is also available at the 
application link. Previous experience is 
not required to apply to the DTH.

In particular this year, the DTH is 
focusing on improving its relationships 
with student groups on campus, in 
particular organizations that serve students 
from underrepresented communities.

Representation is a focus in both our 
own newsroom and within our coverage. 
This year, we are expanding our diversity, 
equity and inclusion work and prioritizing 
our Elevate section, which began last 
year and aims to amplify the voices of 
marginalized communities.

The 2021-22 Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion officer is Clay Morris and the 

Elevate Editor is Maydha Devarajan. You 
can read more about their goals for the 
year on our website.

We understand this cannot be done 
overnight and will continue beyond this 
year, but we hope to provide a foundation 
for the next generation of DTH journalists 
who will take on this work.

The newsroom is also expanding its 
multimedia content with the addition 
of audio and video desks. While the 
DTH produces excellent, in-depth 
journalism, we have room to grow 
when it comes to delivering journalism 
through mediums beyond writing. For 
these desks as well, no equipment or 
prior experience is required to apply.

If you have further questions about the 
DTH’s goals for the year or about the hiring 
process, please email Editor-in-Chief 
Praveena Somasundaram at editor@
dailytarheel.com or General Manager 
Courtney Mitchell at generalmanager@
dailytarheel.com.

Join the DTH staff here! 

How to apply to the DTH
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