
So much Prada on me, I’m a prodigy.
LIZZO
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Sally Stollmack, known as SallyMack, was 
having a glass of wine with her friend, waiting 
for the oven to preheat to cook dinner.

“Oh, my God,” Mack screamed as she 
dashed to the oven and pulled out handfuls 
of jewelry. 

Years ago, Mack owned a business called 
Sally’s Kitchen where she would sell jewelry 
out of her kitchen — and keep it stored in her 
oven. She was around 51 years old and had 
just quit her job in the furniture business.

“I did something pretty ballsy, some people 
say — I’m not sure if it was ballsy or stupid,” 
she said. “I quit my job without having any 
idea of what I was going to do.”

Mack had six months of savings to figure 
out what to do. She jumped around to dif-
ferent businesses, traveled the country as a 
salesperson and then eventually did “the stu-
pid ballsy move again” and quit. 

Mack said she has always been a book junk-
ie and was always in and out of Flyleaf Books. 
One day, she approached the owner with a 
proposition to work there for two months and 
be paid through books. After working at Flyleaf 
for three months, she approached the owner 
again and asked if she could have a small area 
in the bookstore to sell jewelry and accessories 
and give them a percentage of her sales. 

Three years later, Mack was 58 years old 
and decided to open her own store next to 
Flyleaf Books. On Oct. 22, 2014, SallyMack, 
a life furnishing store, opened. The jewelry 
counters in her store are the ones she used at 
Flyleaf Books. 

“For me, it’s all about my customers and my 
relationships with my vendors and the art-
ists that I work with,” she said. “I’ve probably 
gotten 30 handwritten notes from customers 
thanking me and telling me, ‘I don’t know if 
you remember, but you helped me pick out 
that wedding gift for my niece, and you picked 
out the perfect gift,’ and oh my God, it’s magic 
— that’s what it’s all about for me.”

Mack said she hasn’t found it particu-
larly difficult being a woman entrepreneur 
because she aligns herself with other female 
business owners. She said about 75 percent 
of what’s in her store is made by women art-
ists or business owners. 

“I surround myself by smart successful 
women, so I don’t see an absence of it,” 
Mack said. 

She said if she can do it at 58 years old, any 
woman can find opportunities. 

“If I could help through whatever little 
things that I’ve accomplished in my business 
for somebody to go out there, a younger per-
son, for them to see it can be done and for 
them maybe to start it sooner than I started, 
oh my God, that’s the biggest gift — the big-
gest high of anything I could possibly ask for,” 
she said. 

Caren Ochola was sitting in a class at 
Duke University when she heard UNC had 
just won the National Championship in bas-
ketball in 1982.

“Go UNC!” she yelled.
All of the students and the professor stared 

at her and informed her she wasn’t supposed 
to like UNC. How was she supposed to know? 
Ochola had just enrolled in classes at Duke and 
had moved from Kenya three years before. 

Seven years later, Caren Ochola started a 
club for international students in Durham 
that turned into a renowned restaurant serv-
ing African cuisine. 

Ochola moved from Kenya to become a 
student at North Carolina Central University 
and took supplemental classes at Duke. 
International students would get together once 
a month at her house to mingle, listen to music 
and eat food. As the group got bigger and bigger, 
they needed a new space. They moved to a place 
on Blackwell Street in Durham and the group 
named the new spot “The Palace International.” 

“We decided to do it weekly, and then it 
became a business by default,” she said. “... 
We were engaged in bringing life back from 
Africa and the Caribbean.”

The business kept growing. Ochola created 
a menu based on her own Kenyan cooking 
and taught people the recipes. The Palace out-
grew its location and moved to Perry Street.

“But all along when we went uptown, the 
palace became everybody’s spot, regardless of 
gender, color, age,” she said.

On the morning of April 1, 2001, Ochola 
received a call telling her the place was on fire. 
An insurance payout wouldn’t cover the cost 
of rebuilding.

She felt lost, so she worked on getting a 
second degree and worked at a hotel. 

“I was missing that connection with the 
community, I was missing the touch with the 
people,” she said. “We had to start everything 
from scratch.” 

The Palace International opened again in 
2007 on Broad Street in Durham. 

Ochola said she wants people to know 
that they aren’t so different from each other. 
“My friend was a white girl and would be 
like ‘Caren, let me touch your hair’ and ask 
me how to do Black people things, and then 
I would go to Central, and my Black friends 
would ask me the same questions about the 
white girls,” she said. “I realized that these 
people are both Americans but they don’t 
know each other.”

She said The Palace International has 
helped people open up to each other recog-
nize their sameness.

“At home, in Kenya, a human being is a 
human being — we grew up knowing that,” 
she said. “There was definitely a difference in 
color, but not much.”

Ya Huei Chiu, who also goes by Julia, had 
the American dream. After seeing American 
movies and living in Seattle for one month 
when she was 16, she couldn’t get America off 
her mind. In July 2018, her dreams came true, 
and she moved to the U.S. with her family. 

Before moving, Chiu lived in Taipei, Taiwan, 
where she owned a noodle restaurant. 

“I told them that I have my American 
dream and I want it to come true, but I just 
don’t know how because I am already mar-
ried and have two kids,” she said. “We kept 
talking about this, and discussing this, and 
they thought I should try to open a store over 
here and they could help me, so that’s why 
I have my courage to move my whole family 
here in America.”

Chiu wasn’t sure a noodle house would be 
a good fit in the United States, so her brother-
in-law Andy Adkisson came to Taipei to help 
her brainstorm. 

“When Andy went to Taipei, he found out 
one thing interesting, that is, tea houses were 
all over in Taipei city,” she said. “... At first, we 
had him try the boba milk tea and he thinks, 
‘Oh my god, what is this? The black thing 
inside of the drink? I never had that before, 
it’s so weird.”’

But the more he tried it, the more he fell 
in love with it.

As Chiu was in the process of getting a 
business-based visa, she came to visit Chapel 
Hill to decide on a location for her tea house.

After a total of 10 years and some convinc-
ing from her sister and brother-in-law, she 
was finally able to move to the United States.

Cha House, on W. Franklin Street, opened 
in April 2018.

Chiu said her family barely spoke English 
when they moved. She said moving here has 
not only allowed her children to have a differ-
ent perspective and experience of the world, 
but has also allowed her to help her country. 

“I can have the people here taste the exact 
flavor of the boba milk tea, just like you 
have in Taiwan,” she said. “... I can let more 
Americans know about Taiwan, and there’s a 
small island called Taiwan that exists — and 
it’s not Thailand, it’s not China, it’s Taiwan — 
Taiwan is a country.”

Chiu said she thought women in the 
United States were more independent than in 
Taiwan, even though she said that is changing 
for her country. She said in her family, women 
are more powerful and her mother was in 
charge of everything.

Chiu is hoping to create a franchise out 
of Cha House.

“Right now I’m 40, I think I still have 
the energy to make my dreams come true,” 
she said. 

She said she plans to go back to Taipei after 
she lives her dream.

Lola Olufolabi remembers going into the 
principal’s office, worried her son would get 
bullied for being Black with a British accent. 

“It was a Black woman coming in and say-
ing, ‘I hope my child won’t be a victim because 
of the way he spoke,’” she said. “This is the 
South, so that kind of accent stands out on 
its own, and it’s not expected on a Black face.”

Olufolabi moved to the U.S. from the 
United Kingdom with her family in 1997 for 
her husband’s job, but she is originally from 
Nigeria. In Nigeria and in the U.K., Olufolabi 
was a physical therapist. After moving to the 
U.S., she was a stay-at-home mother until 
2006, when she opened her boutique and art 
gallery, The Exotique, in Durham. 

Its 13th anniversary is in April. 
“I wanted to showcase art and the beauty of 

art and handcrafts, and promote the artisans 
as well,” she said. “The whole idea was to cre-
ate a place where people come to appreciate 
what artists have produced, and in another 
way also enrich the lives of the artists by doing 
this fair trade thing in poorer countries.”

Olufolabi travels looking for artists and 
artisans, specifically young or start-up art-
ists to help them establish their businesses. 
She said she’s been to South Africa, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Mali, Gambia, Mexico, Argentina, 
Chile, Guatemala, India and Indonesia.  

She said the store has an African focus 
because they have the most access to artists 
in Africa. However, the store is multicultural 
and finds products from artists and nongov-
ernmental organizations. 

“When (artists) are overseas, we have to 
pay them what they want there and then 
because they don’t have the luxury of letting 
go of their goods and not getting the money,” 
she said. “...The beauty of it for us is to be able 
to go in and put some dollars in their business 
and help them.”

Olufolabi said it was difficult to juggle 
being a business owner and a mother. For the 
first few years, she said she would close her 
store early to be with her children. 

“You don’t want the kids to feel left out, to 
feel that you’re not there as a parent,” she said. 
“That part is really tough.”

Olufolabi said she has always had an entre-
preneurial spirit.

She said she could not underrate her 
husband’s support for the business. With 
Durham changing, she wants to take on the 
challenge of being relevant to the new occu-
pants of downtown. 

“We enjoy being an influence on the art-
ist’s life, being able to promote proudly the 
creations of these artists,” she said. “Above 
all, it’s being able to say to the artists that 
we put this amount of money in your busi-
ness and we hope it makes a difference in 
your life.”

Sally Mack Ya Huei Chiu Caren Ochola Lola Olufolabi

These four women are running restaurants, galleries and life furnishing stores. 
The women leading Chapel Hill, Durham businesses

Story by Sophia Wilhelm & Photos by Haley France
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Spring 2019 Phi Beta Kappa Initiates
Kate Aberman - Biology

Megan Almon - Psychology / Exercise and Sport Science
Jacob Frank Altman - Political Science

Madelyn Amos - Women’s and Gender Studies / Public Policy
Grace Goodman Anderson - Public Policy / History

Peter James Andringa - Media and Journalism / Computer Science
Jamie Christine Antinori - Biology

Sarah Marie Arney - Philosophy / Public Policy
Sreya Atluri - Business Administration / Economics

Alex Bailey - Human Development and Family Studies / Psychology
Haley Marie Ballou - Psychology / Political Science

Hannah Marie Balser - Psychology / Japanese
Carolyne Alice Barker - Political Science / Public Policy

Alexandra Barnes - History
Daniel Barondes - Global Studies
Emily Ann Barron - Biostatistics

Megan Bechtel - Public Policy / Environmental Studies
Noah Clark Berens - Quantitative Biology / Classics

Anna Fern Berman - Psychology
Simon Connor Bertron - Mathematics / Computer Science

Antonio Bird - Computer Science / Music
Barbara Reichmann Blaschke - Communication Studies / English

Joshua Stewart Boone - Biology / Exercise and Sport Science
Kathryn Marie Boyer - Biostatistics / Mathematics

Madeleine Braye - Applied Mathematics
Hannah Elizabeth Bridges - Public Policy / Political Science

Phoi Bui - Biology
Taylor Michael Burch - Statistics and Analytics / Sport Administration

Susannah Noelle Burley - Communication Studies / Women’s and Gender Studies
Jackson Allen Cabell - Statistics and Analytics / Economics

Emma G Caponigro - Health Policy and Management 
Ryan Christopher Carp - Business Administration / History

Hope Christine Cary - Hispanic Literatures and Cultures / Philosophy
Samantha Nicole Catalano - Quantitative Biology

Andy Yutian Chen - Computer Science / Economics
Jessica Grace Chen - Peace, War, and Defense / Public Policy

Beth Clifford - Media and Journalism / Public Policy
Abigail Joy Cmiel - Global Studies / Social Entrepreneurship

Peter Bass Cohen - Public Policy / Food Studies
Evan O’Neal Colby - Classics / Linguistics

Michelle Renee Cooley - Biology
Abby Ruth Cooper - Public Policy / Economics

Patrick Costley - Economics / English
Caleb Cox - Mathematics / Chemistry

Zachary Cameron Cox - Exercise and Sport Science
Danielle Curtis - Environmental Studies

Kelly Ann Cuthbertson - Economics / Environmental Studies
Emily Sonia Danes - Psychology / English

Gayathri S. Das - Health Policy and Management / Economics
Ellen Marie Davis - Biostatistics
Jay Dawson - Political Science

Luke Donald De Mott - History / Political Science

William Lawrence Debruin - Computer Science
Nicole Grace DeBruyne - Biology / Mathematics

Scott Andrews Diekema - Philosophy / Asian Studies
Hannah Garris Dunlap - Economics / Sport Administration

Felix Evans - Environmental Science
John Cooper Faile - Mathematics / Computer Science

Natalie Ferguson - Communication Studies / Sociology
Bethany Lynne Garrison - Psychology

Danielle Gladstone - Mathematics
Julia Gonçalves - Biology

Angus Patrick Gorman - Computer Science
Marina Hays Greenfeld - English / Slavic Languages and Cultures

Roark S. Habegger - Astrophysics / Mathematics
Austin T. Hahn - Political Science / Economics

Trevor Winje Hair - Global Studies / Hispanic Linguistics
Zachary James Ham - Political Science / Peace, War, and Defense

Madeline Hanson - Public Policy / Political Science
Jack Mitchell Haroldson - Exercise and Sport Science

Andrew Brantley Harvey - Biology
Haley Banks Harwood - Communication Studies

Andy Tran Hoang - Chemistry
Seamus Martin Holland - Philosophy / Computer Science

Grey Morgan Howard - Political Science / Peace, War, and Defense
Cameron James Hummel - Exercise and Sport Science

Rhea Jain - Biostatistics
Brittany Anne Jenkins - Psychology / Political Science

Jinglin Ji - Nutrition / Biology
Olivia Jones - English / German Literature and Culture

Kathryn Ruth Kania - Computer Science
Sweta S. Karlekar - Computer Science
Eleanor Armstrong Knapp - Linguistics

Ryan Joseph Kramer - Philosophy
PK Krentsil - Sociology

Keely Ann Kriho - American Indian and Indigenous Studies / Health Policy and 
Management

Emily Mae Krupa - English
Christopher G. LaMack - Archaeology / History

Eric Michael Lassiter - Neuroscience
Summer Aria Lawrence - Communication Studies / Dramatic Art

Royce Le - Quantitative Biology / Computer Science
Connor Christopher Linden - Psychology / Communication Studies

Jintong Liu - Nutrition / Biology
Jarred Jeffrey Lobo - Neuroscience / Public Policy

Kunal Mayur Lodaya - Chemistry
Anna Longenecker - Dramatic Art / Global Studies

Kaylene Lu - Biology
Charlie Mace - Astrophysics / Mathematics

India Josephine Mackinson - Environmental Studies
Daniel Shiloh Malawsky - Biostatistics / Mathematics
Maureen Susan Marquie - Exercise and Sport Science

Gabrielle Matalon - Information Science
Victoria Jane Mathew - Psychology

Anne Frances McDarris - Environmental Studies
Kent Matthew McDonald - English / Dramatic Art

Kyle Vance McGrath - Chemistry
Lydia McInnes - Media and Journalism / Women’s and Gender Studies

Wyatt Ross McNamara - English
Celia Frances McRae - Media and Journalism / Political Science

Wenwen Mei - Biostatistics / Asian Studies
Ashley Caroline Meise - Business Administration / Peace, War, and Defense

Evan James Mertz - Mathematics
Lindsey Lee Molina - Nutrition

Elisa Regan Moore - French / Contemporary European Studies
Leah Allison Moore - Media and Journalism / Music Performance

Matthew A. Moravec - Biology / Sociology
Savannah Nicole Morgan - Media and Journalism / English

Garrett Allen Moseley - Health Policy and Management
Patrick C. Motta - Economics / Political Science

Nidhi Murlidhar - Computer Science / Statistics and Analytics
Sebastian Brant Nabatoff - Business Administration / Peace, War, and Defense

Joseph Caleb Nickel - Music
Dylan Michael O’Connor - Mathematics / Film and Media Studies

Ashton Brooke O’Hara - Biology
Kirsi Sophia Oldenburg - Environmental Health Sciences

Lily Margaret Olmo - Environmental Science
Richard Denton Ong - History / Peace, War, and Defense

Courtney Elisabeth Oran - Anthropology
Walter Patton Orr - Business Administration

Jackson Ray Parrish - History / Political Science
Kirsten Nadine Paulus - Global Studies / Sociology
Emily Maureen Pender - Psychology / Economics

Natalie Christine Piehl - Biology
Andre Pittella - Astrophysics / Mathematics

Kelly Ann Pring - Biology
Przemyslaw Adrian Pudelko - Computer Science / Central European Studies

Rachel Colleen Quinn - Archaeology
Rasika Rao - Neuroscience / Psychology

Albert Rechenmacher - Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering
Emily Nicole Reichert - Quantitative Biology

Isabella Jane Reiss - Peace, War, and Defense / Global Studies
Takoda L Ren - Computer Science / Chinese

Jackson Todd Richards - Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering
Jared Cliff Richards - Quantitative Biology

Thomas Clive Richards - Physics / Computer Science
Molly Grey Ritter - Political Science / French

John Brent Roberson - Public Policy
Drew Douglas Roeber - Political Science

Kristen Scott Roehrig - Religious Studies / Spanish Literature
Ross Andrew Rucho - Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering / Computer Science

Annie Johnson Ruhmann - Exercise and Sport Science
Molly Caroline Russell - History / American Studies

Krí Marie Schafer - Communication Studies / Music Composition
Haley Celeste Schilly - Psychology / Public Policy

Dylan Thomas Schuler - Quantitative Biology / Anthropology

Sofie Senecal - Contemporary European Studies
Shreya Ashish Shah - Health Policy and Management / Biology

Mia Victoria Shang - Linguistics / Anthropology
Bimba Shrestha - Computer Science / Religious Studies

Sania Larab Siddiqui - Biology / Psychology
Isabelle Smith - Geography / Cultural Studies

Taylor Andrew Smith - Computer Science
Gabriella Hope Stein - Computer Science

Peter Benjamin Streilein - Geography / Music
Rebecca Darci Sullenger - Health Policy and Management

Michelle Tong Sun - Computer Science
Kelsey Barnhardt Sutton - Psychology / Sociology

Eric Takoushian - Chemistry
James Bradley Tatter - History / Economics

Sydney Morganne Taylor - Communication Studies / Dramatic Art
Seth Teague - Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering / Mathematics

Natalie Catherine Terrell - Communication Studies / Women’s and Gender Studies
Sarah Lucille Thames - Health Policy and Management / Hispanic Literatures 

and Cultures
Claire Elizabeth Thefaine - Biology

Courtney Thomas - Psychology / Exercise and Sport Science
Benjamin James Thyer - Geological Sciences / Music

Allison Ann Tormey - Economics / Public Policy
EmmaLi Tsai - Environmental Science
Ryan Frank Tutwiler - Political Science

Ansley Adelaide Ussery - Computer Science / German
Roshni Venkatesh - Neuroscience

Anamay Viswanathan - Political Science
Raven Tatiana Wahl - Art History / Religious Studies

Zachary Edward Walker - Mathematics / Physics
Lauren Elizabeth Walters - Psychology

Chenyang Wang - Chemistry
Yicheng Wang - Computer Science / Mathematics

Jared Clay Warner - Political Science / Communication Studies
Matthew Franklin Washko - Biology

Kendra Elaine Watkins - Sociology / Jewish Studies
John Wilson Watters - Chemistry

William McNeil Welborne - Biology
Kiera Patrice Whalen - Public Policy

Kelly Christiana Williams - Environmental Studies
Matthew Jacob Williams - Communication Studies / English

Robert F Williams - History / Peace, War, and Defense
Elizabeth Deane Wilson - Psychology / Biology

William Thomas Winslow, II - Biomedical and Health Sciences Engineering
Emily Margaret Winterich-Knox - Sociology / Psychology

Madison Oihua Woo - Biology
Kelsey Anne Woody - Geological Sciences

Sarah Wu - Biology / Art History
Yunhan Wu - Biostatistics / Mathematics

Fan Xu - Business Administration / Statistics and Analytics
Caroline Young - Business Administration / History
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The history of the light rail project
By Henry Haney

Staff Writer

Decades of planning have gone 
into the Durham-Orange Light 
Rail Transit project, but following 
Duke University’s recent withdraw-
al of fiscal support and the North 
Carolina Railroad Company’s refusal 
to approve current design plans, its 
future has come into question. 

On Feb. 27, Duke and North 
Carolina Railroad Company wrote 
letters to GoTriangle President and 
CEO Jeff Mann about some of their 
concerns with the project.

The loss of support from Duke 
and the lack of approval from the 
railroad company raises concerns 
about the unresolved issues critics 
have said GoTriangle, the transit 
authority spearheading this project, 
has yet to address. 

In the past year, the project has 
been marked by increased expenses 
and sudden adjustments to the plan, 
such as the decision to build a tun-
nel through downtown Durham to 
accommodate the rail.

The project, however, extends 
back decades.

Tax policies between 1989 and 1997 
laid the foundations for regional tran-
sit projects. In 1989, the founding of 
Triangle Transit signaled the region’s 
dedication to improving public trans-
portation. Various taxes implemented 
in the years following financed region-
al bus operations and more. 

In 1998, a major investment study 
discussed a potential light rail between 
Durham and Chapel Hill. In December 
2001, the rail was mentioned again. At 
this time, Duke joined the discussion 
— over the next several years, Durham 
and Orange counties, Duke and other 
partners began to draft and redraft 
plans for a transit route. 

In 2011 and 2012, voters in both 
counties approved a half-cent sales tax 

to raise money for transit projects. In 
the years since, GoTriangle and proj-
ect partners have conducted extensive 
engineering and financial plans and 
spent over $130 million. 

Julie McClintock, a member of 
Chapel Hill Alliance for a Liveable 
Town, a local group who opposes 
the light rail, was involved in early 
discussions about the light rail when 
she served on the Chapel Hill Town 
Council in the early 2000s. 

“I think that when they voted for 
the transit tax, they voted for tran-
sit,” she said. “They didn’t vote for 
the light rail come hell or high water. 
Maybe some of them voted because 
they liked the light rail, but the light 
rail is not affordable now.” 

In terms of Duke’s concerns about 
vibration from the light rail and its 
construction, it was first thorough-
ly discussed on Nov. 29, 2017 at a 
GoTriangle meeting with Duke 
attendees. At the December 2001 
meeting, projections indicated 

Erwin Road as a preferred path of 
transit development. 

Mark Marcoplos, Orange County 
commissioner and light rail sup-
porter, expressed surprise at Duke’s 
sudden opposition to a station on 
Erwin Road. 

He said he thinks Duke prefers to 
be insulated from Durham to some 
extent. He referenced the Bull City 
Connector, a fare-free bus route that 
runs through Durham, including 
through Duke’s campus. For many 
years, it was partially funded by 
Duke, but in 2018 it ceased its fund-
ing and started its own shuttle from 
downtown to campus. 

Access to public transportation 
has been shown to positively impact 
impoverished communities of color. 
Since a significant portion of the 
Bull City Connector’s riders are 
Black, Marcoplos expressed concern 
if racism had anything to do with the 
creation of Duke’s own shuttle and 
their light rail decision.

Marcoplos referenced Duke’s 
Executive Vice President Tallman 
Trask III allegedly calling a Black 
woman a racial slur after hitting 
her with his car in 2014. Trask, who 
has been a key player in the light rail 
discussion, denied use of the slur. 

Phil Post, a resident of Chapel Hill 
and Durham County, cited concerns 
about an industrial facility GoTriangle 
would build alongside the light rail. 
The proposed facility would serve 
as a light rail maintenance center. A 
group of Post’s neighbors submitted a 
complaint and are seeking legal action 
over GoTriangle’s proposal and its 
proximity to occupied dwellings. 

GoTriangle has until the end of 
April to secure full funding from 
non-governmental partners before 
the state legislature will agree to 
financial contributions. 

Since Duke’s withdrawal from the 
agreement, Marcoplos said the proj-
ect may very well be finished. 

city@dailytarheel.com
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Carter eyes return for record 22nd NBA season

DTH FILE PHOTO
Vince Carter (right) played for the UNC Tar Heels from 1995 to 1998 has been playing for the NBA since 1998. Carter currently plays for the Atlanta Hawks.

A UNC-Duke NCAA Championship game could be good thing
By Jack Frederick

Assistant Sports Editor

I’ve never been to Springfield, 
Mass. — or to the state of Indiana, 
where my dad was born — but I can 
think of a singular moment in April 
that would solidify the notion that 
I’d never have to go there to reach 
the center of the basketball universe. 

One of the hottest topics of this 
year’s March Madness is that North 
Carolina and Duke could meet in 
the national championship game. 
The two schools, separated by eight 
miles, have never played in the 
NCAA Tournament, let alone the 
national title game, but as both pro-
grams have reached the Sweet 16, the 
possibility that ends this season has 
become increasingly likely. 

But many Tar Heel and Blue Devil 
fans have thought of that as the 
apocalypse, a worst-case scenario 
and argument-ender for this storied 
rivalry. Though last time I checked, 
the basketball programs in Chapel 

COLUMN

By Parth Upadhyaya
Senior Writer

Shortly after signing a one-year 
deal with the Sacramento Kings in 
July 2017, Vince Carter received a 
text message that made him feel 
older than his 20-plus years in the 
NBA ever have.

The text was from fellow North 
Carolina basketball grad Justin 
Jackson, the Kings’ first-round pick 
(No. 15 overall) in that summer’s 
draft. Jackson had never met Carter, 
but after getting the future Hall of 
Famer’s number from his agent, he 
wanted to express his eagerness to 
learn from an all-time great player.

“Man, he hit me with, ‘Hey, can’t 
wait to work with you, Mr. Carter,’” 
Carter laughed. “Like, wait, don’t 
ever. Don’t ever … Once I got 
there, I was like, ‘What’s up? This 
is Vince, man.’” 

Jackson, a three-year standout 
and 2017 NCAA champion with 
the Tar Heels, was simply showing 
respect to a player he grew up admir-
ing. A player who made his pro bas-
ketball debut when Jackson was only 
a toddler.

Although Carter jokes being 
addressed as “Mr. Carter” rubbed 
him the wrong way, he is in the 
twilight of his career. The eight-
time NBA All-Star, Slam Dunk 
Contest champion and Olympic 
gold medalist — now a member of 
the Atlanta Hawks — is the oldest 
active player in the league at 42 
years old. 

But even after two decades in 
the NBA, Carter — who earned the 
nickname “Vinsanity” after stick-
ing his elbow in the rim as part of 
his legendary “Honey Dip” dunk 
in the 2000 dunk contest — says 
he isn’t ready to walk away. Earlier 
this month, on ESPN’s “Pardon the 
Interruption,” Carter said he “could 
stretch it out one more” season.

“If the opportunity knocks, it’s 
something I want to do, something 
I feel like I’m able to do,” Carter told 
The Daily Tar Heel. “I just have to 
wait for that phone call and that 
opportunity.”

While he still occasionally shows 
flashes of the player he once was, 
Carter has embraced a different role 
in recent years. The last time he aver-
aged double-digits in scoring was in 
the 2013-14 season with the Dallas 
Mavericks; the last time he was a 
consistent starter was in 2012. 

This season, the 6-foot-6-inch 
guard-forward is averaging 7.3 

points, 1.1 assists and 2.5 rebounds 
per game in 17.2 minutes off the 
bench for the Hawks. 

“That’s how I can survive, just 
trying to outsmart them and play 
the angles until I can’t do that any-
more and these guys figure it out,” 
Carter said with a chuckle. “Then 
I’m in trouble.” 

Players with Carter’s resume 
generally prefer to retire while 
they are still a staple of their 
team’s offense or join a contender 
to chase a ring. Carter has never 
won an NBA title, but the fifth pick 
in the 1998 NBA Draft has found 
a passion for mentoring younger 
players like Jackson. 

Traded to the Mavericks in 
February, Jackson spent the 2017-18 
season with Carter on the Kings. In 
little time, Jackson felt comfortable 
enough to ask Carter questions on 
everything from preserving his body 
to managing his finances. 

“A lot of times, I would catch 

myself saying like, ‘Dang, this is 
Vince Carter,’” Jackson recalled. 
“But, at the same time, he just kinda 
carries himself as a normal guy, as a 
cool, relatable guy.”

For Carter, the transition from 
superstar to locker room voice 
and mentor came naturally. He 
credits his former UNC coach, 
the late Dean Smith, for teaching 
him all aspects of the game, which 
has helped him stick around. The 
knowledge he gained at Chapel 
Hill, and throughout his pro career, 
is what he strives to pass down to 
the next generation. 

“When you’re around long 
enough, it’s like, ‘Damn. Hey, I’ve 
seen that before, so let me tell you 
about it,’” Carter said. “‘Let me tell 
you how I’ve handled it. Let me 
tell you how I’ve seen other guys 
handle it that are stars that I’ve 
played with.’”

During his rookie season, Jackson 
would pick Carter’s brain on flights 

to and from different cities. The two 
often talked until 2 or 3 a.m. about 
basketball and how to deal with per-
sonal goals and expectations.

They’re no longer teammates 
today, but Jackson still frequent-
ly checks in with his mentor — 
primarily through a group chat 
he’s in with Carter and former 
Kings teammates George Hill and 
Garrett Temple.

Jackson’s enthusiasm makes 
Carter want to continue to be the 
same role model he was to him 
when they shared a locker room.

“He understood what it took, 
and he was just trying to make a 
name for himself and his game, 
even when he had the tough times 
when he wasn’t playing much,” 
Carter said of Jackson.

Jackson averaged 6.7 points per 
game as a rookie in Sacramento, 
starting 41 of the 68 games he 
played in. In 20 games with the 
Mavericks, he’s only started twice, 

playing 15 minutes and averaging 
6.3 points a game. 

While Jackson looks to find his 
niche in a crowded rotation of wings 
that includes Rookie of the Year can-
didate Luka Doncic, Tim Hardaway 
Jr. and Courtney Lee, Carter will be 
just a text away, ready to offer advice 
and guidance. 

For Carter, seeing young players 
mature is a rewarding reminder of 
why he isn’t quite ready to hang up 
his jersey yet.

“I wanna beat the next player, just 
like anyone else,” Carter said. 

“But at the same time ... I’m com-
fortable with my game to where I 
can go help the next young guy if 
they need to talk, if they have ques-
tions, if they even want to work out 
in the summer. That’s just who I am, 
who I’ve been.” 

@pupadhyaya_
@DTHSports 
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What Vince Carter learned in 
his three years at Chapel Hill 
is keeping him in the game.

Hill and Durham haven’t been can-
celled when one beats the other.

Rather, that builds the anticipa-
tion until the next matchup between 
the two schools. UNC has lost five 
times in the national champion-
ship — including, most recently, to 
Villanova after the big shot by Kris 
Jenkins two years ago — while Duke 
has lost six times. 

Yet both programs continue 
to field teams on the court, even 
after gut-wrenching losses on the 
biggest stage. 

So before you cast it aside as too 
much to handle, first consider — 
and maybe even give into — the idea 
that the Tar Heels and Blue Devils 
meeting on college basketball’s big-
gest stage would be a good thing for 
both programs.

In fact, Tobacco Road, the state 
of North Carolina and college bas-
ketball couldn’t ask for a better 
opportunity to lay claim to sports 
greatness, especially given the high 
stakes. Beyond seizing the undi-
vided attention of America for two 

hours, the relevance of such a game 
would be legendary — reaching far 
beyond what either could imagine 
one game could. 

Think of some of the most cul-
turally relevant sports moments of 
all time. Like the Michael Jordan 
flu game in Game 5 of the 1997 
NBA Finals, Babe Ruth calling his 
shot or Muhammad Ali knocking 
out Sonny Liston. These are iconic 
sports moments — legendary even 
— that have lasted the test of time, 
transcended sports and seeped into 
American culture. 

Now consider a UNC-Duke final 
in 2019 joining that impressive 
list, as a “where were you when...” 
moment for the entire country to 
talk about for years to come. 

UNC has the chance to take down 
Duke with Zion Williamson, a gener-
ational player, on the court. The Blue 
Devils have a unique opportunity to 
assert dominance after losing three of 
the last four to the Tar Heels. 

The three prior games this sea-
son were already some of the most 

watched college basketball games 
all year. How much more might 
that increase if a national title was 
at stake?

By all accounts, a game of this 
magnitude would be uncharted 
territory for college basketball. No 
other major hoops rivals — not 
Kentucky-Louisville, Indiana-
Purdue, UCLA-USC — have ever 
played for a national title. Would top 
recruits think first of those programs 
that have never played each other in 
the big game before, or would this 
matchup of two blue bloods come to 
mind year after year?

Capturing the attention of the 
country — in a legendary matchup 
with a million storylines — would 
make both programs relevant in 
recruiting far beyond when Roy 
Williams and Mike Krzyzewski stop 
patrolling the sidelines.

If that’s not enough, consid-
er what a Tobacco Road national 
championship would do to ratchet 
up the hate between Tar Heels and 
Blue Devils, on and off the court, 

moving forward. If you think you’ve 
seen hate between two shades of 
blue, imagine what that might be 
like if one of them had a national 
title to hang over the other’s head. 

You say it would end all argu-
ments. I counter that the stakes 
would be at an all-time high for the 
foreseeable future, as one program 
tries to live down the blemish, while 
another looks to build on a huge win 
over the other. It’s a dream scenario. 

There’s much to consider about 
this potential matchup beyond how 
you’d feel in the moment. If you ask 
me, the impact of bestowing the title 
of Hoop State to North Carolina far 
outweighs the risk to either fan base. 

Imagine making Orange and 
Durham counties the center of 
college basketball moving forward, 
even more than the rivalry already 
has been. Or, if you prefer, close 
your eyes and wish away what 
might be the greatest basketball 
game of all time. 

But that’s not what I’ll be doing.
 sports@dailytarheel.com
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 to register for 
summer 
school 
courses!

RemindeR: 

summer.unc.edu.

CAP.UNC.EDU
Sign up for UNC’s Commuter Alternative Program (CAP)

 to get rewards for taking the bus to campus.
Questions? cap@unc.edu

Get transportation tips and rewards!

Browsing for housing? 
Keep transit in mind!  

UNC Commuter
Alternative Program

By Elizabeth Holmes
Staff Writer

When Anne Cates first visited 
Chapel Hill in the spring of her senior 
year of high school, she immediately 
knew how much she would love the 
town and the University she hoped 
to attend.

“I thought it was the most gorgeous 
place I had ever seen in my life,” Cates 
said. “You fall in love with it.” 

Like many other female students 
at the time, Cates attended an all-
girls school before coming to UNC 
as a junior. Although Cates had 
interest in being a business major, 
she shared no complaints about 
being enrolled in UNC’s School of 
Education — which she said was the 
only professional school to accept 
women at the time. 

“I remember coming down the 
first day thinking, ‘What in the 
world? All these boys!’” Cates said. 

What she didn’t know as a 1953 
graduate, however, was she would 
hold several “first female” titles in 
many of the most renowned lead-
ership positions at the University, 
including the first and only female 
chairperson of the Board of Trustees.

A humble volunteer 

After graduation, Cates worked 
in real estate and dedicated much 
of her time to raising her children. 
As her children grew, Cates knew 
she wanted to use her time to come 
back to UNC and serve her school in 
whatever way possible. 

“I would tell them, ‘If you ever 
need me to sweep the floor, go to 
the airport to pick someone up, any-
thing, I’ve got the time,’” Cates said. 

Cate’s extensive work with the 
University came from her passion to 
support it in any way possible. 

“My love was education because I 
believed in it,” Cates said. 

General Alumni Association 

Cates later joined the General 
Alumni Association and eventually 
became one of the few women to 
hold the title of president during her 
1995-96 term. Cates played an influ-
ential role in the creation and design 
of the George Watts Hill Alumni 
Center, one of the most visited build-
ings on campus by prospective stu-
dents, guest speakers and prominent 
University leaders. 

Cates’ immense dedication to 
the beautification of the Center was 
almost comical — she was known 
for “do it yourself ” mentality about 
cleaning the building. 

Richard Stevens, a former chair-
person of the Board of Trustees, said 
on one of the Center’s first opening 
celebrations, Cates wasn’t fully satis-
fied with the way the bathrooms had 
been cleaned.

“She went home, changed into 
work clothes, came back, cleaned the 
restroom, put on her nice clothes and 
came back to the luncheon,” Stevens 
said. “Workers said, ‘Whoops, Cates 
is cleaning the restrooms. We have to 
make sure they’re clean from now on.’” 

Cates also acted as a founder 
and first chairperson of the Alumni 
Center ’s  first social  club, the 
Carolina Club. 

Doing the job 

Cates added on to her lists of firsts 
later after joining the board of direc-
tors for Educational Foundation Inc., 
also known as the Rams Club. Cates 
acted as treasurer and first female 
president of the Rams Club during 
her over-a-decade-long tenure. 

Cates said that her role as head of 

the Rams Club came about during 
the first discussions and enactment 
of Title IX. Cates said that some of 
her male peers expressed doubt, say-
ing that they were unsure how her 
leadership would fare. Cates took 
the job by the reins, naturally. 

A first and only 

Cates was recognized for her ser-
vice to both the GAA and Rams 
Club, as well as her contributions to 
Carolina’s bicentennial campaign, 
which raised over $440 million for 
university academics, before joining 
the Board of Trustees in 1993. Cates 
was named chairperson in 1999, mak-
ing her the first woman to lead the 
BOT in its history of over 200 years. 

“She had given tremendous ser-
vice to the University,” Stevens said. 
“She was the most qualified person 
for the job.”

Stevens said Cates was a “natural” 
in her role as chairperson, despite 
the several challenges she faced from 
the start of her tenure. Following the 
death of Chancellor Michael Hooker 
while in office, arguably one of the 
most difficult challenges any univer-
sity leader must face, Cates proac-
tively created a committee to find a 
new chancellor.

Stevens referred to Cates as the 
“Mother of the University,” due to 
her commitment to the university 
before, during and even long after 
her time as BOT chairperson. Cates 
said she never saw her gender as a 

hindrance for getting the job done. 
“I care about what’s happening on 

campus now just as much as I did 
then,” Cates said.

Words of encouragement

Cates said she’s happy to see so 
many female leaders on campus and 
in University politics, referencing 
the past two Student Body President 
elections won by women.

Although she still stands as the 
only woman to ever lead the BOT, 
Cates says she’s not worried about it, 
leaving one piece of advice. 

“I don’t think any women should 
be intimidated,” Cates said. “If you 
have a job to do, just do it.” 

university@dailytarheel.com

How Anne Cates became UNC’s first and only female BOT chairperson

COURTESY OF UNC-CHAPEL HILL, PHOTO BY AARON MOGER
“I don’t think any women should be intimidated,” Cates, the first female BOT chairperson, says. “If you have a job to do, just do it.” 
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Tar Heel Verses
Sponsored monthly by Bob Young ‘57 in honor of his wife, Pat, and 
the 1957 UNC National Championship basketball team.

The Silence We Keep
(Scrabble) 
By Jack Davis 

Reaching into the bag, I close my eyes, searching. 
I count out the seven wooden tiles A ,G,  a lucky J,  

and wonder how to talk to you. We want 
the beer, warming by the large pub windows, 

to hand the words to us. We want the letters to 
unscramble, 

for it to come certain, strong, like water, red and 
running downriver 

from the slaughterhouse. We want freedom 
from this hard premonition. We want to drink 

the words like cider, Arc. Mace. Rhino. 
You challenge, I challenge. We sip, stare, down 

at the pew for our resting letters, 
up to chins that once touched.  

Crude. Tub. Jews. Who are you? to me? 
Pho. Nit. Qi. Challenge. What do I say to you? 

When my turn comes, I reach for more, 
grab my glass instead, keep playing. 

Jack Davis, from Lexington, NC, is a senior 
in the honors poetry workshop at UNC. 

He is a Human Development and Political 
Science major and Creative Writing minor. He 
gravitates toward hiding as a poetic subject. 
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ACTBAC founder pleads guilty to misdemeanor charge
By Janet Haver

Staff Writer

Gary Williamson, founder of 
ACTBAC N.C., plead guilty to a mis-
demeanor charge from the night the 
Confederate monument pedestal 
was removed from McCorkle Place 
on Jan. 14.

The group, officially titled Alamance 
County Taking Back Alamance County, 
was on UNC’s campus to oppose the 
removal of the pedestal ordered by for-
mer Chancellor Carol Folt, according 
to a Times-News article. The group 
also worked to display Confederate 
flags around the area.

Per the group’s official website: 
“ACTBAC started as a group that is 
willing and wanting to preserve our 
Southern rights and grow to show our 
support for not only our county but 
our state as a whole when faced with 
issues against our Confederate history.”

Williamson was the only person 
arrested the night of the removal. 
He was charged with one count of 
resisting, delaying or obstructing 
arrest and was also issued a warning 
of trespass from McCorkle Place. 

On Monday, Williamson repre-
sented himself in court and plead 
guilty to his charge. Prior to defend-
ing his case, District Court Judge 

Samantha Cabe requested a summa-
ry of Williamson’s prior charges, one 
of which dated back to 1998. 

Despite pleading guilty to the 
charge, Williamson continued 
explaining the reasons for his 
actions against the removal of the 
Confederate monument pedestal. 

“Laws are laws, (and for the) 
last 20 years, I’ve stood by North 
Carolina’s laws,” Williamson said. 
“When the law breaks the law, the 
citizens have to do something.” 

Following his arrest on Jan. 14, 
Williamson posted on the ACTBAC 
N.C. Facebook page. 

“There was a conflict last night,” the 

post read. “Yes, me, Gary Williamson, 
got arrested. I did not do what I did 
because I disrespect the laws. I did it 
because it was my rightful duty as a 
patriot, a citizen of the old North State, 
and a Southern symbol and history 
supporter, to make a stand to prevent 
the laws of our state being broken.” 

In his court appearance Monday, 
Williamson repeated a similar logic 
to defend his actions. 

“I didn’t want to do what I did,” 
Williamson said. 

But Williamson said if it came 
down to it, he’d do it again. 

Cabe ordered Williamson to pay 
both the fine and the cost of court and 

dismissed him from the courtroom. 
According to a News & Observer 

video, on Jan. 14, Williamson also 
ran toward a construction vehicle 
and attempted to slash its tire with 
a knife. 

Officers shouted that Williamson 
had a knife in the video, but this 
was not included in his charges. His 
arrest report noted he was armed 
with a “lethal cutting” weapon. 

Randy Young, media relations man-
ager for UNC Public Safety, told the 
DTH that he did not receive a campus 
charge because it was a pocket knife, 
which is not illegal on campus. 

university@dailytarheel.com

Rosemary Street to host 14 food trucks this weekend

DTH FILE/MAYA CARTER
UNC senior Laeral Knutson orders from the Baguettaboutit food truck at 
the Rosemary Rodeo on Nov. 5, 2017. The 2019 rodeo will be March 31.

By Jerome Simpson
Staff Writer

The annual Rosemary Street food 
truck rodeo returns this Sunday, 
March 31 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. This 
year, the rodeo will be trying out a 
new location in the parking lot at the 
corner of Rosemary and Columbia 
streets, but should bring the same 
built-in fun. 

According to a press release from 
the Town of Chapel Hill, students 
and community members can expect 
14 food trucks, games for people of 
all ages, a bounce house, music by 
DJ Ahmod and opportunities to give 
back to the community. 

Susan Brown, the executive direc-
tor of community arts and culture for 
the Town of Chapel Hill, said she is 
excited about the new location for 
the food truck rodeo. 

In years past, the rodeo would 
require a large amount of Rosemary 
Street to be closed off to traffic. 

With the new location, the town is 
able to keep Rosemary street open 
to traffic while holding the festival 
for the public.

This year, the Town of Chapel 
Hill and the Chapel Hill Downtown 
Partnership are partnering with 
TABLE, a non-profit organization. 
TABLE delivers healthy, emergency 
food aid every week to children in 
the community, serving more than 
650 children each week through its’ 
hunger relief programs and provides 
nutrition education to 270 children. 

To help support TABLE attendees 
can buy sample tickets. Sample tick-
ets are $20 and allow participants 
up to 10 samples from 10 different 
food trucks. All of the proceeds made 
from sample tickets will go directly 
to supporting TABLE and their mis-
sion to combat hunger. 

Ashton Tippins, the executive 
director of TABLE, said the food 
trucks are always a draw and she 
expects it to be a really fun expe-

rience for those who attend. She 
is excited for people to share in an 
enjoyable experience and also learn 
more about what they can do to help 
fight hunger in the Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro communities. 

“I think it’s a really unique oppor-
tunity for TABLE to be able to be 
a part of an event that brings in so 
many people,” Tippins said. 

C h a p e l  H i l l  M a y o r  Pa m 
Hemminger will be attending the 
event on Sunday. Hemminger said 
her favorite thing about the event is 
the community atmosphere fostered 
at the event. 

“People come to downtown and 
experience fun, they bring their 
kids, their dogs, and I just love 
bringing the community together,” 
Hemminger said. 

Taking the opportunity to col-
laborate fun and giving back is an 
emphasis the mayor and the Town 
of Chapel Hill expressed. 

“We’re really focusing on food 

hunger in our community, we 
thought this was a good way to 
inspire people to think about the 
broader community while they’re 

enjoying the food truck rodeo,” 
Hemminger said.

@jsimp24
arts@dailytarheel.com
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Cameron Johnson chases a National Championship

DTH/EMILY CAROLINE SARTIN
Graduate guard Cam Johnson (13) shoots against Washington in the second round of the NCAA Tournament Sunday. 

By Chris Hilburn-Trenkle
Sports Editor

Cameron Johnson was in the 
training room alone a couple weeks 
ago when he noticed a familiar sight 
playing on the TV. 

In fact, he had seen it being 
watched many times before. With 
Johnson being the only one in the 
room, he pulled up a chair in front 
of the screen and began to watch 
the 2017 National Championship 
game, a 71-65 victory for the North 
Carolina men’s basketball team.

No, Johnson was not a member 
of that squad. As his future team-
mates Kenny Williams and Luke 
Maye were basking in the ultimate 
glory of winning a national title 
on that day, he was in the pro-
cess of requesting his release from 
Pittsburgh before transferring to 
UNC later in the summer.

Yet even though he was not on the 
team, he’s seen the video many times 
before. Usually it’s when he catches 
Williams, his roommate, watching a 
replay of the game. 

“He’ll just have it on his iPad, or 
have it on the TV or something, he’ll 
just watch it randomly, just when he 
feels like watching it,” Johnson said. 
“So you know they really enjoyed 
that moment.”

It’s the kind of moment Johnson 
yearns to have. He admitted as much 
as he leaned back in a chair in the 
locker room at Nationwide Arena 
last Saturday, one day before UNC 
took down Washington, 81-59, to 
secure a spot in the Sweet 16 and the 
Midwest Region semifinal.

So there he sat in the trainer’s 
room at the Smith Center weeks 
before, watching the second half of 
a game he admits he’s memorized, 
in part. Maybe not the whole thing, 
but certainly the final sequences of 
the contest. 

“Maybe like the last four min-
utes memorized, like Isaiah’s layup, 
Kennedy’s block and Justin’s run 
out, Williams-Goss rolling his ankle,” 
Johnson said.

Johnson uses the video as moti-
vation. It’s a way for him to see the 
title he wants so much, one that’s 
so close and one that is just a few 
games away.

Williams, meanwhile, said he 
watches it as a reminder of the 
greatness his team achieved. It’s a 

look back at one of the most special 
moments of his life, a moment that 
he wants to re-create.

The guard, then a sophomore, was 
unable to play that day. He was not 
able to play in any of UNC’s final 14 
games down the stretch that season 
due to a right knee injury. 

This year, it’s different. This sea-
son, Williams is one of the leaders of 
the team and he forms one-third of 
a veteran triumvirate hoping to lead 
UNC back to national glory.  

Even though he was not on the 
court that day, he’s only thought 
once about how the feeling would 
be different to step on the court 
and play on the game’s biggest 
stage. That day was Thursday, 
one day before UNC’s first-round 
matchup against Iona to open the 
NCAA Tournament.

“I wondered if it would feel dif-
ferent because I’m actually play-
ing now and not injured but, that’s 
it,” Williams said. “That’s the only 
thought I’ve had about it.”

Seventh Woods, who was a first-
year at the time UNC won the 
national championship, was one of 
two current players to set foot on 
the floor that night in April. Yet, 
unlike Williams, he had not gone 
back and re-watched the film. That 
is, until the week of the 2019 ACC 
Tournament.

He watched i t  a l l  the  way 
through for the first time. As the 
game played on, he noticed he felt 
the same way that he did on that 
day in early April. 

He felt like he was there at State 
Farm Stadium in Glendale, Arizona. 

He had the same chills, the same 
butterflies he had on that day. 
The excitement was there. All the 
raw emotion of winning the title 
returned to him in that moment. 

And now, he wants those team-
mates who weren’t on that same 
stage, such as Johnson, to experi-
ence that same feeling with him 
this season.

“It’s a dream come true for every-
body and I just want everybody on 
this team to feel that feeling that we 
felt in 2017,” Woods said.

Just as it had for Johnson and 
Williams, re-watching the game 
served as motivation for Woods. 
It gave him that extra bit of thrill, 
watching the game in its entirety 
from Theo Pinson’s dunk to open 
up the scoring, to Pinson hurling 
the ball toward the sky as the final 
buzzer sounded.

Although assistant coach Steve 
Robinson admits he doesn’t watch 

the game much due to the busy 
nature of his full-time commitment 
as Roy Williams’ right-hand man, 
he said he’s watched some of it in 
the off-season, and he appreciates 
the fact that his players go back and 
re-watch it.

“It’s good for them,” Robinson 
said. “Those guys are the last of the 
Mohicans, so to speak. They’re still 
in here in the program. They’ve 
had that success and hopefully they 

can be the ones that help guide and 
move our other guys into that kind 
of direction to understand the com-
mitment, the effort, the passion. 
Everything you have to have, the luck 
that you have to have, in order to play 
in those kind of games.”

Watching the game has certainly 
served as that kind of motivation. 
For Johnson, it’s reminded him of 
the glory he’s still chasing, his quest 
to be among the immortals of the 
college basketball world. 

For Williams, it ’s a constant 
reminder of one of the greatest days 
of his life. For Woods, it served as 
a way to return to that day when 
his team completed it’s redemption 
tour.

So as UNC approaches its Sweet 
16 matchup on Friday against 
Auburn, there’s no doubt that every 
player, whether it be Williams, 
Woods or Johnson, will be thinking 
about their attempt to reach the pin-
nacle of the college basketball world 
and achieve ultimate glory.

“You have such a big-time oppor-
tunity and it can take you so high 
that the coaches say to us all the 
time, ‘There’s nothing like winning 
a national championship,’” Johnson 
said.  “Just the fact that we are in 
a position to do something so big, 
it’s exciting.”

@christrenkle2
@DTHSports 
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Johnson wants feeling of 
National Championship that his 

teammates earned in 2017.

“There’s nothing like 
winning a National 
Championship.” 
Cameron Johnson
Graduate guard



News Wednesday, March 27, 2019The Daily Tar Heel 7

Announcements
Free Plant-Based 
events with FOOd

Join a Hollywood actress, former NFL player, 
and Olympic cyclist for a hands-on workshop 
on how you can feel healthier, empowered, 
and become a better leader for your com-
munity. These are FREE events with FOOD! 
March 27 - 6pm, UNC Chapel Hill, Genome Sci-
ences Building, Room G010 March 28 - 6:30, 
WeWork, 110 Corcoran St, Durham, NC Visit 
Switch4Good. Eventbrite.com for more infor-
mation  

Business  
Opportunities
hOPe tO start a  

Business One daY?
Interested in starting a business at some point 
in your life? Or, interested in entrepreneurship? 
If yes, register for Business 500H at KFBS. Open 
to all majors/students. Fun, engaging, highly-
rated course will teach you how to find an idea, 
create a prototype and sustainable business 
model. Space is limited! 919-801-5230  

For Rent
ApARTMENT FOR RENT, Finley Forest, 2bed-
room, 2bathroom, fireplace, washer/dryer, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, disposal. No pets. 
$920/month. Convenient to UNC, near Friday 
Center. Available June 1. 919-450-5039 

OFFICE SpACE FOR RENT in Chapel Hill / Car-
rboro area. 1500 square feet total. 265 square 
feet each. please call 919-360-0049.  

For Sale
are YOu readY FOr 

FOrmal?
OWN your complete Tuxedo for just $99! In-
cludes Jacket, pants, Shirt, Vest, Tie, Studs and 
Cufflinks. NOT A RENTAL - you own it! Thou-
sands to choose from, all sizes, plus Cummer-
bunds, Bow Ties & Accessories. Ladies we’ve 
got thousands of incredible New Designer 
Dresses starting at $99! 10 min from Campus 
Formalwear Outlet 415 Millstone Drive in Hills-
borough 919-644-8243.  

Help Wanted
adultinG is hard, let 

us helP!
We have FULL & pART-TIME positions available 
and we need outgoing and friendly people who 
enjoy working with the public to fill them. We 
have openings for valets – parking and cart at-
tendants – shuttle drivers - cashiers - lab couri-
ers. We offer flexible schedules, paid holidays 
and pTO to eligible FT & pT employees! To 
apply visit us at www. TheCarpark. Com/JoinO-
urTeam or email us at hr@thecarpark.com
   

YARD/HOUSE MAINTENANCE. 7 acres in 
woods, large pond. 15 minutes from planetar-
ium. Damascus Church Road.) Need muscles. 
Flexible hours. $13/hour. College students 
preferred. Robert or Rebecca: 919-967-0138 
919-967-0138  

DOG LOVER? Looking for someone to stay with 
our fun beagle April 2 to 17in a beautiful Cha-
pel Hill home. $25 per day. email tbarron105@
aol.com. 919-302-6816 

suPPOrt staFF needed
Support staff needed to help an active 19 year 
old teen with Autism in Durham/Chapel Hill de-
velop leisure and academic skills, practice lan-
guage, learn social, self help, and independent 
skills, get exercise and go on community and 
social outings. Seeking a support staff person 
who will keep him engaged and have fun do-
ing activities such as swimming, cooking, and 
chores. Experience preferred, but extensive 
training is provided. Supervision for ABA certi-
fication is available. This is a great opportunity 
for individuals to be part of a strong behavior-
based home intervention program. A 12-25 
hour commitment for a minimum of 1+ year. 
Contact jillgoldstein63@gmail.com.  

Roommates
HOUSEMATE NEEDED. private room, bath & 
entrance downstairs in split-level home near 
UNC Hospitals & campus. Share laundry, din-
ing, kitchen, den, large yard & patio. Ample 
parking. prefer non-smoker, non-red meat eat-
er. Share with busy professional woman. $800 
all included. Call or text 310-951-5138 

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. 
Linda Black Horoscopes

HOROSCOPES

aries (march 21-april 19)
Today is a 7 -- The next two days bring career 
movement. Another route to fulfill a fantasy 
opens. Unexpected love or money tempts. 
Watch for hidden dangers.

taurus (april 20-may 20)
Today is a 7 -- Make plans for your next adven-
ture. Dream big. Tell someone what you have 
in mind. A formidable barrier blocks the path. 
Check alternate routes.

Gemini (may 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 -- Discuss financial goals and 
dreams with your partner. Find the common 
ground, and look for areas of compromise. It 
may be possible to have it all.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 -- Take a chance on romance. 
Nothing ventured, nothing gained. Don’t be 
afraid if you don’t know how. Create a delicious 
possibility to collaborate on.

leo (July 23-aug. 22)
Today is an 8 -- Focus on your work and health 
for a few days. practice your technical skills. 
Build strength with exercise, practice and good 
food. Rest deeply and well.

virgo (aug. 23-sept. 22)
Today is a 9 -- Envision a romantic gift for 
someone you love. Get creative. Words and 
images are good ingredients. Include relaxation, 
delicious treats and natural beauty.

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

If March 27th is Your Birthday...
push your own boundaries this year. provide 

excellent, reliable work to forward your career. 
Domestic joys fill your home this summer, inspiring 
a professional shift. Reach a new career peak next 

winter, before household changes draw you in. 
Nurture love and creativity.

libra (sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 -- The next two days are great for 
making domestic changes. Rearrange the furni-
ture, and give stuff away. Upgrade household 
tools and equipment. Enjoy family time.

scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21)
Today is an 8 -- Creative communications 
produce results. Craft promotions, campaigns 
and reports. Write, paint or film your story. 
Get the word out about an opportunity. Invite 
participation.

sagittarius (nov. 22-dec. 21)
Today is an 8 -- Today and tomorrow can get 
especially profitable. Money saved is money 
earned. You won’t have to defer gratification 
forever. pay debt first. You’re building freedom.

Capricorn (dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 -- Take charge for the results you 
want. Ask friends for support. Offer your services 
(or cash) in trade. Make an amazing personal 
discovery.

aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is a 6 -- Make time to think things over. 
Get quiet enough to listen to your intuition. 
Nurture yourself emotionally. Recharge with 
meditation, yoga or a walk in nature.

Pisces (Feb. 19-march 20)
Today is an 8 -- Work with your team for rich 
harmony. Each part contributes to the whole. 
Share creative ideas and practice together. 
Acknowledge people. Let them know your 
appreciations.

DTH office is open TODAY from 9am-5pm  • DTH office will re-open at 8:30 on 8/13/14

B = Bedroom • BA = Bath • mo = month • hr = hour • wk = week • W/D = washer/dryer • OBO = our best offer • AC = air conditioning • w/ = with • LR = living room

                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day

To Place a Line Classified Ad Log Onto   
www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252

DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Help others lead an 
independent and fulfilling life!
Full-time and Part-time positions 
available helping individuals with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. This opportunity is 
GREAT if you’re interested in 
gaining experience related to 
your major/degree in nursing, 

psychology, sociology, OT/PT, or 
other human service fields. 

On the job training is provided. 
Various shifts available!
Entry-level pay starting 

up to $11 per hour. 
To apply visit us at

jobs.rsi-nc.org

Solution to last puzzle

© 2015 The Mepham Group. All rights reserved.

Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 
box (in bold borders)
contains every digit 1 to 9.

Level: 1 2 3 4

ACROSS 
1 Came down to earth
5 As comfortable __ old shoe
9 Additionally
13 Turner & others
15 São __; large island in the 

Gulf of Guinea
16 pompous
17 Agassi or previn
18 Not loud enough to be 

heard
20 Enjoy a winter sport
21 Actor Kilmer
23 Cooks prime rib
24 Fragrance
26 Not at home
27 popular Honda model
29 Items listed in a will
32 Cut up a turkey
33 Misrepresent
35 Walk-__; many NYC 

apartments
37 Ash or alder
38 Gathers crops
39 Threesome
40 “We’re off to __ the 

Wizard…”
41 phobias
42 Written slander
43 Not as fresh
45 Tenor Enrico
46 Olive Oyl’s hairdo
47 Absorbent cloth
48 Shocked
51 Trigger’s rider
52 Common street name
55 Fraternal

58 “Sesame Street” fellow
60 Alleviate
61 Wishes one hadn’t done
62 Hudson’s namesakes
63 prepared Easter eggs
64 In a __; pouting
65 Buzzers

DOWN
1 “Woe is me!”
2 Long and thin
3 Not prudent in speech
4 Street paver’s need
5 Slanted
6 Barron, to Donald
7 “I __ Rock”; 1960s song
8 Mild emotional disorder
9 Fly
10 Good-natured dogs, for 

short
11 Gritty residue
12 Change for a five
14 Harsh
19 Throw water on
22 Most common conjunction
25 Sheltered bay
27 plays a role
28 Is concerned
29 Mont Blanc’s location
30 Agitation; commotion
31 Secret agents
33 Dangerous animal
34 Cochlea’s place
36 Song for one
38 Goes in again
39 Grow weary
41 Straight beater

42 Brief preparer
44 Lessened
45 pigeon’s cry
47 Lovers’ meeting
48 Not up yet
49 Elephant’s color
50 Nylons
53 Similar to
54 Soldier’s meal
56 __ away; flee
57 Garland
59 Steal from

The Daily Commuter Crossword Puzzle  

(C)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved.

3 hours short for graduation? 
Think Summer!

Nothing finer than a summer at Carolina!Check out courses at summer.unc.edu

RECYCLE ME PLEASE!

QUESTIONS? 962-0252

It’s easy to place a 
DTH Classified...

www.dailytarheel.com/

classifieds
NEED A PLACE 

TO LIVE?
www.heelshousing.com

LOST & FOUND ADS RUN 
FREE IN DTH CLASSIFIEDS!

Help Wanted

By Crystal Yu
Staff Writer

The Board of Orange County 
Commissioners reviewed proposed 
changes to the Affordable Housing 
Bond program at its meeting on March 
19. These changes and their input will 
be reviewed again in a future meeting.

An Orange County referendum 
was approved by voters in 2016 
for $5 million for the Affordable 
Housing Bond program. The first 
half of the bond had been awarded 
to four projects in June 2017, two of 

which are still pending.
Sherrill Hampton, director of 

housing and community devel-
opment for the county, said it is a 
“living-breathing” process, and the 
March 19 meeting was the county’s 
second phase of proposed changes 
to the scoring criteria for selecting 
receivers of the funds.

The proposed criteria evaluates dif-
ferent aspects of the projects like lever-
aging, which includes funding sources, 
taxes and type of project, as well as 
building and community designs.

Staff proposed adding universal 

design to the project criteria, mean-
ing the building design would be 
handicapped accessible.

Nonprofit project sponsors would 
also be awarded. The original criteria 
awards developers that pay property 
tax or repay bond funds, which is not 
applicable to nonprofit developers. 
Hampton said the proposed revision 
is trying to ensure equal opportunity 
in a competitive application process 
for the bond program.

Hampton is concerned about the 
lack of private developers.

“You already have many private 

developers in Orange County, but 
we want to attract them to affordable 
housing developments,” he said.

Hampton said the department 
plans to talk with developers that work 
inside or outside the county to see 
what their needs are, so the county can 
work with them on the bond program.

Commissioners Mark Marcoplos 
and Sally Greene raised the ques-
tion about investing in transit-ac-
cessible projects.

“Nationally, we all pay about 20 
percent of our income just in transpor-
tation cost, so it’s a critical component 

of affordable housing,” Greene said. 
During the meeting, Hampton 

proposed interval-monitoring for 
every five years after developers have 
completed their projects. 

Hampton said she estimates 
the developers may have 30 to 45 
days to submit their applications in 
September, and recommendations 
for funding will be presented to 
the board in December or January 
2020 after the applications are 
rated and ranked.

@CrystalYu_
city@dailytarheel.com

Orange County plans to improve affordable housing bond 
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FEATURED ONLINE 
READER COMMENT

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“yes this was inspired by 
my niche interests no i dont 
want to talk abt it.”
Rachel Jones,  DTH editor-in-chief, comment-
ing on Facebook on a DTH article about 
Pokémon Go’s comeback.
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SPEAK OUT
WRITING GUIDELINES
• Please type. Handwritten letters will not 

be accepted.
• Sign and date. No more than two peo-

ple should sign letters.
• Students: Include your year, major and 

phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your department 

and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, clarity, 

accuracy and vulgarity. Limit letters to 
250 words. 

SUBMISSION
• Drop off or mail to our office at 109 E 

Franklin St, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 
Late last month, North Carolina’s voter 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Columns, cartoons and 
letters do not necessarily represent the opin-
ions of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  Editorials 
reflect the opinions of The Daily Tar Heel 
editorial board, which comprises 15 board 
members, the opinion assistant editor and 
editor and the editor-in-chief.

Following reports by Think 
Progress which exposed Chick-

fil-A’s continued donations to anti-
LGBTQ+ organizations, many are 
up in arms against the fast food 
giant once again. 

But, perhaps it is not surprising 
that a restaurant which only offers 
about four variations of fried 
chicken does not value diversity. 

This is particularly sad news 
because I love Chick-fil-A’s food. The 
inspiration for this column came to 
me earlier today when I was having 
a personal moral crisis over whether 
I should eat Chick-fil-A for lunch 
between class — a once sacred ritual 
of mine. There’s almost nothing 
that lifts my spirits more during the 
midday class grind than using a waffle 
fry to sop up the extra ranch which 
has overflown from my spicy chicken 
sandwich. However, Chick-fil-A’s 
renewed commitment to supporting 
anti-LGBTQ+ groups makes it harder 
for my lunch to go down.

All of that said, I’m not certain 
whether my individual choice to 
consume Chick-fil-A for lunch 
every now and then implicates me 
in their homophobic tirade. 

I don’t necessarily believe that 
in our current capitalist economy, 
individualistic, consumer-based 
activism is all that effective. The 
marginal impact is just too small for 
any one person’s decisions to impact 
the market in any meaningful way. As 
someone who studies public policy 
and sociology, I come at this with 
the perspective that a more effective 
alternative is one which involves 
collective action and leads to more 
impactful policy change.

When it comes to enacting change 
in the sphere of large corporations, 
I am of the opinion that voting with 
your feet isn’t all that effective. In order 
to really put pressure on the pockets 
of corporate giants like Chick-fil-A, we 
would need to see hefty government 
sanctions or an unprecedented drop 
in demand — neither of which will 
come from me and a handful of angry 
LGBTQ+ allies opting out of Chick-
fil-A lunches. 

While my pessimistic views on 
making large corporations more 
progressive have dominated this 
piece, there is definitely something to 
be said for putting your money where 
your mouth is. Through airing out my 
less-than-optimistic qualms about 
boycotting Chick-fil-A, I think I have 
actually resolved my aforementioned 
dilemma. I am going to abandon my 
lunchtime ritual. 

I know that my own reduction in 
consumption will do nothing to sway 
Chick-fil-A’s charitable spending, but 
I think that the symbolic value of 
siding with the LGBTQ+ community 
is more valuable. Will I cave and eat 
Chick-fil-A every now and then? 
Absolutely. Please know, however, 
that neither you nor my decision to 
consume Chick-fil-A defines your 
allegiance to queer folks. What’s 
really important is how you vote, how 
you show love to your queer friends 
and how you live out your support of 
the LGBTQ+ community on a daily 
basis, not just where you have lunch.

Should we 
boycott 

Chick-fil-A?

Devon Johnson
Junior sociology and public policy major from 
Asheville, N.C.
email: devonj12@live.unc.edu

“It’s like another being 
inhabited Duke’s body, and 
they came out with this 
entirely different negative 
perspective on the project.” 
Mark Marcoplos, Orange County commisioner, 
on Duke’s opposition to the light rail.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

We, the editorial staffs of 
The East Carolinian and 
The Daily Tar Heel have 

come together to issue this joint 
editorial as a clear message to the 
University of North Carolina system 
Board of Governors. 

As students of East Carolina 
University and the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, our 
message is simple: the microman-
agement of our campuses by the 
BOG has cost us our chancellors and 
isn’t acceptable.

Power often presents itself with 
unity. Because of that, both staffs 
felt it was important to join together 
and speak as one. We also hope that 
by speaking together, the gravity of 
our opinions are understood clearly 
by the BOG. 

Our campuses share similari-
ties. Both of our chancellors were 
forced out. The wills of our Boards 
of Trustees were circumvented and 
our communities were given no say 
over the change in leadership. 

In ECU’s case, the speculation sur-
rounding Chancellor Cecil Staton’s 
tenure as the 11th chancellor of 
ECU had been swirling for months, 
something ECU and Staton denied. 
Since November, public speculation 
of Staton’s resignation has consumed 
many Pirates’ minds.

Last week though, Staton claimed 
that he hadn’t initiated conversa-
tions regarding his departure, which 
had existed for months. Members of 
the ECU Board of Trustees and the 

BOG went a step further, stating that 
BOG Chairman Harry Smith played 
a part in Staton’s resignation. 

“I think it’s no secret that the 
chairman of the Board of Governors 
has not been supportive of Cecil, now 
for (the) majority of (the) chancel-
lor’s tenure on the board,” ECU BOT 
Chairman Kieran Shanahan said.

Former Chancellor Carol Folt’s 
relationship with the Board of 
Governors at UNC is an open secret. 
It was contentious and defined by 
petty politics that is ultimately of 
greater importance to the BOG than 
the welfare of the students and fac-
ulty at the oldest public university 
in the United States. And it’s petty 
politics that has both tarnished the 
reputation of this university and 
formed a toxic environment for stu-
dents from marginalized communi-
ties on campus. 

We believe that, at least when 
Folt first arrived, she had the best 
intentions for this university. But 
the Board of Governors constantly 
kept her hands tied, unable to take 
substantive action regarding Silent 
Sam without hostility in the BOG. 
Former Board of Trustees members 
issued a strong statement regard-
ing the BOG’s mistreatment of Folt. 
Charles Scott, famed UNC basketball 
player, said, “I think the response has 
been a little vindictive and pettiness 
to (Folt),” to The Daily Tar Heel.

When she finally did take action 
in January, ordering the removal 
of Silent Sam’s pedestal, it resulted 
in her resignation. The BOG went 
even further, accepting her res-
ignation at the end of the month, 
leaving UNC without a permanent 
chancellor at a time when it needed 

a strong leader the most. 
This proved everything to The 

Daily Tar Heel’s Editorial Board. 
Silent Sam clearly invoked violence, 
unrest and chaos on campus, regard-
less of how one interpreted its mean-
ing and history. It was a distraction 
to the campus community and scar-
ring to students of color. The chan-
cellor has every right to defend their 
students, and Folt made the correct 
call in its removal. 

However, the Board of Governors 
clearly valued politics and power 
more than preserving what has 
historically been a progressive, for-
ward-thinking University. 

When announcing his resig-
nation, Staton said governance is 
messy, and we agree that managing 
a 17-member university system is 
difficult. However, we staunchly dis-
agree with the notion that decisions 
about specific university personnel 
should come from a body other than 
the university. 

Simply put, to the members of 
the BOG, please refrain from micro-
managing our campuses. You’ve 
cost us enough. Your encroachment 
on the responsibilities of univer-
sity administrators and our BOTs 
shouldn’t be tolerated. 

We, the editorial staffs of The 
East Carolinian and The Daily Tar 
Heel, support the UNC system and 
the valuable education it provides. 
As students of the system and the 
ones who will lead North Carolina 
to brighter days, we ask that all 
members of the UNC system work 
harmoniously with one another to 
create the best educational environ-
ment for us students and those in 
our communities.

BOG, stop micromanaging 
our universities

EDITORIAL

UNC needs an on-campus 
polling place

To the Editor,

Our democracy works best when 
all voices can be heard. However, 
the current layout of Chapel Hill’s 
polling places makes it difficult 
for UNC students to exercise their 
right to vote. For example, many 
students living on South Campus 
are currently assigned to the Chapel 
Hill Kehillah polling place; a 15-20 
minute walk from South Campus, 
the Kehillah’s location is unfamiliar 
to most students — but especially 
to first-years. A lack of reliable 
transport compounds these issues, 
since many underclassmen are 
without cars on campus. 

Therefore, the North Carolina 
Public Interest Research Group 
(NCPIRG) advocates  for  the 
establishment of an on-campus 
polling place at UNC-Chapel Hill 
for early-voting and Election Day. 
UNC had an early-voting polling 
place at Chase Dining Hall, with 
a curbside voting station in Rams 
Head Parking Deck, during the 
2012-2014 election cycles  — 
precedent exists for this proposal. 
In addition, UNC can look to N.C. 
State as a model. N.C. State’s Talley 
Student Union became an early 
voting site for the 2018 midterms 
(the first since 2012).

Thus, NCPIRG is calling on 
UNC administration and Student 
Government to stand in favor of an 
on-campus polling place at UNC-
Chapel Hill at a central location 
like the Student Union. Once the 
University is on board, we can 
encourage the Orange County 
Board of Elections to take action 
and establish an on-campus voting 
location for the next election cycle. 
By bringing a polling place back 
on campus, students will more 
easily be able to participate in the 
electoral process.

Ryan Carp 
Class of 2019

Business administration and 
history

Politics and power should 
not be running our state’s 

public universities.

COLUMN

SOS I don’t have a crush anymore!

Yes, the rumors are true. I, 
Kent Matthew McDonald, 
unofficial Daily Tar Heel 

relationship columnist and aspir-
ing Real Housewife of New York 
City, can confirm that I do, indeed, 
NOT have a crush anymore!

It all started while watching 
an episode of Grey’s Anatomy 
(Season 9, Episode 3 for the fans), 
which is something I regularly 
do when needing to induce a 
catharsis but lack the funds to 
bleach my hair. In this particular 
episode, Dr. Miranda Bailey’s son, 
Tuck, starts first grade. Bailey 
describes Tuck eagerly running 
to class on his first day, letting go 
of his mother’s hand with perfect 
ease. It breaks her heart.

B a i l e y  c o m p e n s a t e s  b y 
redirecting her maternal energies 
toward her former interns, only to 
find they are fully grown and have 
interns of their own. Frustrated 
and hurt, Bailey resorts to furiously 
cleaning a dirty microwave. But no 
amount of vigorous scrubbing will 
fix the aging appliance. Eventually, 
Dr. Richard Webber, the kind 
hospital patriarch, intervenes 
and tells Bailey: “You know what 
happens when someone lets go of 
your hand? You get it back.”

I’d been holding on to the same 

crush since October because I 
didn’t want my hand back. I didn’t 
know who I was if I wasn’t holding 
on to someone else. It’s much easier 
to let go when there’s something 
new to hold on to. What’s hard is 
letting go and discovering all that’s 
there is you.

I’ve spent the better part of 
the past year madly applying to 
jobs, fellowships and internships, 
feverishly waiting for some golden 
ticket to the perfect life to waltz in 
and whisk me away like a knight in 
shining armor. I kept thinking: If I 
get this, win that or date him, I’ll be 
whole. Once I have “it,” I’ ll finally 
be able to let go.

It  can take a while to find 
that golden ticket. Even then, 
sometimes it doesn’t give you what 
you thought it would. Waiting 
around for a knight in shining 
armor is a luxury we can’t all afford. 
Sometimes knights have their own 
dragons to conquer.

I ’ ve  ne ver  wanted  to  be  a 
knight. I didn’t grow up playing 
with toy soldiers and staging epic 
battles. Perfectly content on the 
sidelines, I cheered for the heroes 
while combing my doll ’s  hair. 
When I was eleven I saw “Iron 
Man” with my older brother. My 

brother left the theater in awe of 
Tony Stark. I, on the other hand, 
left idolizing Pepper Potts. She 
was my superhero.

Ten years later, the sight of a 
red-headed Gwyneth Paltrow still 
fascinates me. As perfectly-coiffed 
as my hair may be, I’ve never really 
seen myself as the hero. I always 
assumed “the one” would come 
along and fill that role. I cast myself 
in the supporting role, thinking my 
job was to support Tony Stark. To 
hold his hand.

Today I finally let go of my crush. 
I gave him one last hug, smiled 
and nodded farewell. After he left, 
a new sensation arrived. Equally 
as crushing as before, but without 
the erratic oscillations between 
ecstatic joys and infuriating lows. 
Just a crushingly static sobriety. 
The moment I didn’t have someone 
to think about, I missed the feeling 
of having someone to think about.

I suspect, like most things, it 
will take some time before I’m 
ready to be my own hero. Writing 
this column now, a mere twelve 
minutes post-goodbye hug, is a 
start. Here, in the creepy side 
hallway of my beloved Open Eye 
Cafe, I have accepted my search for 
“it” — that elusive golden ticket — 
must end. As I finish my double-
shot espresso, I decide it’s time for 
a new drink. It’s time to let go and 
use my newly-freed hand to make 
a golden ticket of my own.

So, thank you. 

‘What’s hard is letting go 
and discovering all that’s 

there is you.’

Kent McDonald
Senior English litera-
ture and dramatic art 
major from Overland 
Park, Kansas

email: kentmcd@live.
unc.edu
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