
I had the time of my life fighting dragons with you.
TAYLOR SWIFT

HOLI MOLI

Community gathers for annual Holi celebration

DTH/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
UNC students participate in Holi Moli, an annual event held by students to celebrate Holi, on Saturday, April 23.

Pink, blue, orange and purple 
powders filled the sky as students 
and community members celebrated 
at the annual UNC Holi Moli event 
on Saturday.

Holi Moli is the largest student-
run event on UNC’s campus, and 
celebrates the South Asian festival of 
colors. Associated with many different 
religious stories, Holi is a Hindu 
tradition that celebrates community 
and the arrival of spring.

Holi has been celebrated at UNC 
since 2008. Held at Hooker Fields, this 
year’s Holi Moli was the first celebration 
held in person in three years.

“COVID took a lot from the student 
body, and I feel like this is a really great 
way to kind of celebrate how far we’ve 
come the past two years,” UNC senior 
Shivam Bhargava, a co-director of the 
event, said. “I really wanted to help run 
an event that brought people together, 
and I think it’s such a really joyous 
occasion for people to come to.”

Bhargava and co-director Krupa 
Patel lead an executive team of four 
committees — cultural, finance, 
publicity and design, and logistics.

Bhargava said seeing see the team’s 

hard work come together was exciting.
“Everyone who’s part of the 

organizing team has put in countless 
hours since probably September to 
make this happen,” he said. “It’s been 
really great to kind of just see the 
fruition of our work come together.”

Students also had the opportunity to 

see performances by four on-campus 
groups: Tar Heel Raas, UNC Ek Taal, 
Bhangra Elite and Samaa.

Patel said the team sold 1,300 tickets 
and she couldn’t believe that so many 
people were going to be in attendance. 
She added that she has always wanted 
to be involved with this celebration.

“I had celebrated Holi with my 
family before, back home, and I’ve 
always had a lot of fun,” Patel said. 
“So I thought it’d be a great way for 
me to continue celebrating while I’m 
a little bit further away.”

The proceeds from Holi Moli will 
be given to North Carolina Asian 

Americans Together, a nonprofit 
organization that focuses on equity 
and justice, and empowering Asian 
Americans and allies across the state.

Holi Moli attendees heard speeches 
from Ricky Leung, co-founder and 
program director at NCAAT in Action, 
and Krupal Amin, the associate director 
of UNC’s Asian American Center.

“We’re really trying to emphasize 
that this event is philanthropic and 
really based on partnering with local 
nonprofits and kind of celebrating 
diversity,” Bhargava said.

The event is special because it unites 
the whole campus, Bhargava added. 

After performances and speeches, 
Holi Moli attendees counted down 
from 10 and finally got to throw their 
colors in the air.

Michelle Dixit, a sophomore who 
attended the event, said that it was a 
special experience being able to share 
her culture with others at UNC.

“Seeing this part of my culture being 
celebrated by all the students around 
UNC, it made me very happy and just 
so glad to see everyone learning about 
the festival and enjoying it as I always 
have,” she said.

Although some of the colors may 
take a few days to wash out of hair and 
clothes, Dixit said she doesn’t mind.

“Honestly, I’m happy to have a little 
bit of that stain to remind me of what a 
great day I had today,” she said.

The South Asian festival 
of colors returned to 

campus in person
By Lauren Lovitt

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

I was standing on Hooker Fields, covered 
head to toe in Holi powders, when a student I 
didn’t know walked up to me.

“Are you Praveena?” she asked.
I answered yes. What she said next left me 

in tears:
“Oh my gosh, well I love The Daily Tar 

Heel, and I love seeing a beautiful South Asian 
woman being the face of it.”

It struck me because it’s why I do what I 
do — it’s the biggest reason why I stayed at 
the DTH.

I’ve worked at the paper since the first 
semester of my first year at UNC, and I never 
wanted to be an editor, let alone the editor-in-
chief. But when the application period rolled 
around, I started to think, “What if?”

What the stranger at Holi Moli said to 

me confirmed the conclusion I had come to 
when I sent in my application for the DTH’s 
top job last spring: If I was selected, I could 
have the power and privilege to help move the 
newsroom forward, to make it a paper that 
everyone could see themselves in.

It was a lofty goal. But it is also our 
responsibility as journalists and as the largest 
news organization in the county to serve our 
community the way it deserves.

As the University approaches the end of 
another academic year, there is yet another 
year of news to look back on. At the DTH, 
it was another year of news breaking during 
class, studying for exams between finishing 
print pages and navigating the lines between 
being a student and a journalist.

Student journalism is unique in that way — 
we are often experiencing the news as we’re 
covering it.

This year, we reported on the changing COVID-
19 policies and masking guidelines as the campus 
began the transition to its “new normal.” We were 
working through our own transition as well — 
returning to in-person work as a newsroom.

That was a big theme of this year: transition.
All students went back to the classroom after 

remote and hybrid instruction. Many University 
leaders departed, and others were appointed.

The North Carolina men’s basketball team 
made it to the Final Four and the national 
championship game for the first time since 2017. 
UNC students rushed Franklin Street in full force.

And the DTH was right there — with 
reporters and photographers at each NCAA 
Tournament game, up-to-date coverage of 
each play and special edition papers.

But there is so much more that occurred 
throughout this year, so many more questions 
that have been left unanswered.

The campus community grappled with the 
loss of fellow students this year. What else 
is the University planning to do to make the 
campus a safer, more supportive space?

Two buildings with known white-
supremacist namesakes were renamed after 
UNC “firsts”: Hortense McClinton, the first 
Black professor at the University, and Henry 
Owl, the first American Indian student and 
person of color to attend UNC. When will the 
many other buildings that bear names tied to 
white supremacy be renamed?

The UNC Board of Trustees initially failed 
to vote on tenure for Nikole Hannah-Jones, a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, to become 
a Knight Chair at the Hussman School of 
Journalism and Media. How will UNC ensure 
that it will work to properly value current and 
potential faculty of color?

These are some of the many questions 
the DTH strives to ask in order to hold the 
University accountable. That is and has been 
our promise to readers.

In doing so, the paper also aims to realize 
its own faults and shortcomings. We would 
not fulfill our responsibility to our community 
without being critical of the newsroom in the 
same way we are of the University.

Our paper’s makeup and practices are 
inherently linked to the quality of our coverage, 
and there is so much work that still needs to 
be done.

We have our own unanswered questions and 
we’ve dealt with our own challenges this year. 
But one thing is for sure: The DTH will strive 
to continue being a publication that pushes 
the boundaries of journalism to their furthest 
limits — and a publication committed to the 
people who read it at UNC and beyond.

We have our own unanswered 
questions, but the DTH will 
continue to push boundaries

By Praveena Somasundaram
Editor-in-Chief

editor@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @praveenavsoma
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Reflecting on a year of news — good and bad
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Two candidates vie 
for Town Council

When Damon Seils was 
elected as the mayor of 
Carrboro, he left his council 
seat open with two years 
left. On May 17, voters will 
elect a candidate to fill his 
seat in a special election 
that coincides with North 
Carolina’s primaries.

Aja Kelleher ran for the first 
time in the Nov. 2 Carrboro 
Town Council election last 
year. Kelleher said her primary 
goals are transparency and 
accountability, infrastructure 
and responsible planning. 

 — Maddie Singleton

PRIMARY ELECTIONS | CANDIDATES

Buansi, Garson facing off in N.C. 
House District 56 primary race

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Jonah Garson, former chairperson of 
the Orange County Democratic Party, 
is running for the same role. 

Two Democratic candidates, 
Allen Buansi and Jonah Garson, 
are running in the May 17 primary 
election to represent the 56th District 
in the N.C. House of Representatives.

The district contains the Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro area. This election 
marks the first time the seat has 
been open in 26 years, as Rep. Verla 
Insko is set to retire after 13 terms. 
She originally planned to retire on 
March 31, but pushed her retirement 
back to May 31 after the primary was 
delayed due to issues surrounding 
congressional maps.

Because no Republican candidate 
has filed, the outcome of the primary 
will determine the district’s next 
representative. Insko said the next 
person to take her seat should be able to 
work across the aisle to make progress. 

“We always have to renew our 
commitment to democracy,” she said. 

Buansi, a former Chapel Hill 
Town Council member, currently 
serves as assistant city attorney for 
the City of Greensboro. 

He served on the Town Council from 
2017 to 2021. He also practiced law at 
and worked as the deputy director of 

the UNC Center for Civil Rights. 
Buansi said his experiences working 

with civil rights litigation and being 
involved with local government have 
equipped him to fill this House seat. 

“Having seen up close and 
personal how state law limits and 
constrains, I want to go about the 
work of empowering our local 
governments to do more and to do 
better for the residents,” he said. 

One of Buansi’s main priorities 
is public education. He hopes to 
increase teacher pay and support the 
UNC System by passing measures to 

remove partisanship from the Board 
of Governors. 

Additionally, he said he plans to 
work for climate justice and make 
renewable energy more accessible to 
residents. He also plans to work for 
affordable health care access.

Buansi said he feels that one of his 
greatest strengths is his experience 
working with people of all political 
beliefs, mentioning his work with 
Republicans on the Local Government 
Retirement System Board of Trustees. 

Jonah Garson stepped aside from 
his role as chairperson of the Orange 

County Democratic Party to pursue 
the District 56 seat.

He is a grassroots organizer, 
attorney at Parry Law, PLLC and 
former voter protection director 
for North Carolina’s 2019 special 
congressional elections. 

Garson said he has been active in 
advocacy and state legislative policy 
since he was an undergraduate 
student at UNC.

As part of his platform, he plans 
to prioritize public education and 
health care. He said the latter should 
encompass both reproductive and 
behavioral health. 

Additionally, he said he hopes 
to work on climate action plans, 
including policy on transportation 
and affordable housing to make 
these areas more sustainable. 

He also said he believes democracy 
reform begins with redistricting 
reform against gerrymandering. 

“I believe that we need legislators 
who are also organizers at a time 
when it’s not at all hyperbole to say 
there is a war on democracy,” he said. 

He added that Orange County 
needs a legislator who is devoted to 
advocacy in the state legislature — 
something he said he has been for 
the past 14 years. 

“This district needs someone with 
the experience and community roots 
who’s willing to do the work and has 
done the work to build them,” he said.  

The seat is open for the 
first time in 26 years as 
Rep. Verla Insko retires

By Waverly McIver
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @WaverlyMcIver

Foushee loses progressive 
endorsement after accepting funds

After taking over $165,000 from 
the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, an organization that 
donated to 37 Republicans who voted 
to overturn the results of the 2020 
presidential election, N.C. Sen. Valerie 
Foushee, D-Chatham, Orange, lost an 
endorsement from a progressive group 
in her race for the fourth congressional 
U.S. House district.

On April 17, the Progressive Caucus 
of the N.C. Democratic Party made the 
decision to retract their endorsement 
after it was revealed that Foushee took 
financial support from AIPAC.

The district that Foushee is running 
for includes Chapel Hill and Durham. 
The seat is open following the 
retirement announcement of U.S. Rep. 
David Price, D-N.C., in October. Eight 
Democrats are currently running for 
the seat in the Democratic primary.

AIPAC’s mission is to advocate for a 
strong relationship between the United 
States and Israel. It is a bipartisan 
organization and has donated to and 
endorsed candidates across parties. 
Despite this, AIPAC has received 
criticism for donations to Republicans. 

Some of these critics cite the 
organization’s opposition to the Iran 
nuclear agreement and support of 
former President Donald Trump’s 
2018 decision to move the embassy 
in Israel to Jerusalem.

Foushee did not respond to The 
Daily Tar Heel’s request for comment. 
However, in an email statement to 
The News & Observer, Foushee’s 
campaign said her 25 years of elected 
service speak to her commitment to 
progressive values. 

“The insinuation that she could 

be bought by any interest group or 
donor is outrageous and offensive,” 
the statement said.

Carrboro Town Council member 
Sammy Slade, who has endorsed 
Durham County Commissioner Nida 
Allam, said he applauds the PCNCDP’s 
willingness to stand up for its beliefs 
by retracting the endorsement.

“I feel not just more organizations 
but more individuals should follow 
their example and not feel like just 
because they thought a candidate 
was who they wanted to support 
that they must support them,” he 
said. “They should go by their actions 
throughout the campaign, and if 
they’re elected, their votes.” 

In response to their withdrawal 
of support, the PCNCDP, some local 
lawmakers and political scientists 
were critical of Foushee.

Ryan Jenkins, the president of 
the PCNCDP, said that while the 
organization would have understood 
if Foushee had taken the money to 
go toward her campaign, they were 
disappointed by her support for AIPAC.

“They were very explicit in saying 
that she is a very strongly pro-AIPAC 
candidate, and AIPAC supports a 
large number of Republicans who 
tried to overturn the 2020 election,” 
Jenkins said. “That’s a slap in the 
face to the Constitution, democracy, 
freedom, liberty.”

Jenkins added that the PCNCDP 
recognizes Allam, Clay Aiken 
and Richard Watkins rather than 
Foushee as progressives. However, he 
emphasized that they are not planning 
to endorse any particular candidate.

A I PA C ’s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n 
committee bundled the funds for 
Foushee’s campaign.

J. Michael Bitzer, a political science 
professor from Catawba College, 
said that he does not see much 
of a difference between bundled 
money and direct contributions 
to a campaign, referring to it as “a 

distinction without a difference.”
“Bundlers are helping to give 

signals,” he said. “They give cues 
to not just the candidate but to the 
donors as well.”

Richard Mahoney, a professor of 
political science at N.C. State University, 
said that though the PCNCDP’s 
retraction might not have an effect on 
the race, he believes the broader issue 
of Foushee taking AIPAC money could 

pose a problem for the campaign.
“It’s one thing to have one major 

political party sell out and show 
total cowardice in terms of the 
former president, and it’s another 
for a progressive candidate — a 
Democrat — to be associated with an 
organization doing just that as well,” 
Mahoney said.

The $165,000 came 
from the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee

By Ian Walniuk
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @ianwalniuk

Four candidates 
running for Senate 

District 23
Fo u r  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e 

running for the N.C. Senate 
District 23 seat in the May 17 
primary election. 

This district includes Orange, 
Caswell and Person counties and 
is currently represented by Sen. 
Valerie Foushee, who is running 
for Congress.

The District 23 candidates 
include Democrats Jamie 
DeMent Holcomb and N.C. 
Rep. Graig Meyer, D-Caswell, 
Orange, and Republicans 
Landon Woods and Bill Cooke.

 — Lilly Behbehani

Rich challenging 
Chilton in register of 

deeds race
Results for the Orange 

County register of deeds will be 
announced May 17. 

Mark Chilton, who currently 
serves in the role, will face 
opponent Penny Rich. Without 
a Republican challenger for the 
general election, the winner is set 
to hold the upcoming four-year 
term, which will begin in 2022. 

The register of deeds is 
responsible for gathering 
records of real estate and land 
parcels, as well as business and 
personal documents. The office 
handles a variety of records, 
such as mortgages, marriage 
licenses and property deeds.

 — Jenna Rupp

DTH FILE/ASHLYN RHYNE
Chapel Hill Town Council Member 
Allen Buansi is running for the N.C. 
House District 56 seat. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOUSHEE
Sen. Valerie Foushee, who currently holds the N.C. Senate District 23 seat, is 
running for the state’s 4th Congressional District.
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Lime and Basil closes to due 
pandemic challenges

After nearly 16 years, the 
Vietnamese restaurant 
closed its doors April 6

By Caroline Wills
Staff Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

DTH/DYLAN THIESSEN
Tuan Le closed Lime and Basil, a Vietnamese restaurant on Franklin Street, 
on Wednesday, April 6. 

After almost 16 years in business, 
Vietnamese restaurant Lime and 
Basil closed on April 6.

Owner Tuan Le said the COVID-
19 pandemic created challenges for 
the restaurant that ultimately led to 
its closing.

As a father of two young kids, 
he said it was difficult to juggle 
be ing  a  bus iness  owner  and 
raising a family. His youngest son 
was born on Lime and Basil’s last 
day open.

“During the pandemic, it was 
basically, if I wasn’t there, I couldn’t 
open, so it depended on me,” he said. 
“Trying to make ends meet with 
everything going on — inflation, 
prices and short staff. It was just 
hard to balance everything.”

Le purchased Lime and Basil from 
the original owners in 2006. It was 
a goal of his to own a restaurant 
because he has always had a passion 
for cooking.

Le began working at a Franklin 
Street restaurant as a server in 2004 
while taking classes at UNC. Before 
then, when he was a first-year at the 
University, Le said, there wasn’t a 
Vietnamese restaurant in Chapel Hill.

Despite the challenges of running a 
restaurant during the pandemic, Lime 
and Basil still left a positive impact on 
the Chapel Hill community.

UNC junior Armani Johnson 
said the first time she went to Lime 
and Basil was during her first year. 
She said she loved the restaurant’s 
reasonable prices, large portions and 
caring staff.

“I’m kind of sad about it, but 
honestly with this school year 
and because of COVID, a lot of 
businesses closed down,” Johnson 
said. “It was kind of crazy.”

Donie shared a similar sentiment 
about Lime and Basil’s closing. 

“I am very proud that it lasted as 
long as it did because things tend 
to go out on Franklin Street all the 
time,” he said.

Now, Le said, he is going to focus 
on being a stay-at-home dad. 

“I wish we could continue having 
the restaurant, but I just felt like it was 
the right time to close the doors and 
spend time with my family,” he said.

Twitter: @carolinewills03

UNC alumnus Marcus Donie, 
program coordinator for the Asian 
American Center, said he has been a 
customer of Lime and Basil for about 
10 years. 

He said he met Le when the two 
took a Vietnamese class together at 
UNC, and they have been friends ever 
since.

He said he loved Lime and Basil 
because he could see his Vietnamese 
culture being represented locally, 
and it gave people an introduction to 
Southeast Asian cuisine.

“It was just nice to see that 
representation, that way people 
could also try pho and all the 
different dishes that I was familiar 
with,” Donie said.

He added that Le donated free 
meals to first responders and 
donated several gift certificates 
for events including Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month, Asia 
Week and Pride Week.

Prologue gets go-ahead

After nearly a year of delays, 
Epilogue Books Chocolate Brews’ 
sister storefront, Prologue Used and 
Rare Books, has received a go-ahead 
from Chapel Hill to begin its opening 
process, owner Jaime Sanchez said.

Epilogue has become a popular 
coffee and study spot on Franklin 
Street since its soft opening in 
November 2019. Located in the 
suite next door, Prologue will more 
than double the coffee shop’s current 
capacity, adding 2,200 square feet.

Prologue, which will include a 
meeting space, rare book collections 
and an area for supporting local 
artists, is expected to cost $24,000. 
Sanchez said he would hire at least 
four new staff members for the space.

Sanchez first applied for the 
extension in June 2021. Prologue 
was ready to open in August, but the 
permits to do so were not approved 
by the Chapel Hill Building and 
Development Services until this month.

When Epilogue opened in 2019, the 
time between its application and permit 
approval was about three months.

Sanchez said, along with being 
busy during the holiday season, 
the main reason for the delay was 
inefficient communication between 
the business and the Town.

“The jargon that is spoken 
with permitting is not necessarily 
something everybody would be versed 
in, so it quickly made it difficult to 
communicate with permitting,” he said.

Robert Key, commercial plan 

reviewer for Chapel Hill Building 
and Development Services, said this 
was mainly because the Prologue 
project was not as simple as opening 
the original shop.

“What we’re doing is combining two 
spaces,” Key said. “So we have to make 
sure that we have sufficient restroom 
capacity and fire protection.”

Sanchez hired an architect to 
better communicate with the Town’s 
permitting services, despite his own 
previous experience in store design. 
Although it strained the business’ 
finances during the pandemic, he said 
the hiring helped to move the Prologue 
project along at a much faster rate.

Sanchez said one of the primary 
reasons for opening Prologue is to 
improve the business’ capacity.

Since its opening, Epilogue has been 
crowded, he said, and the extension will 
help provide space for more customers.

“The business is thriving which 
is fantastic, but at the same time, 
we couldn’t house a lot of people 
because we didn’t have enough 
space,” Sanchez said. “With Prologue, 
we hopefully do.”

Matt Gladdek, executive director 
of the Chapel Hill Downtown 
Partnership, said Epilogue has 
provided a space for people who may 
not have been welcomed by other 
businesses in the past.

From its hiring processes to the 
authors it promotes, he said Epilogue 
has created a diverse environment in 
which everyone is accepted.

“Epilogue is a place where you really 
see a broad cross-section of Chapel Hill, 
and I think that is so important for the 
overall health of East Franklin Street,” 
Gladdek said. “As new businesses open, 
having a place that is so community-
oriented is so important.”

By Ethan Horton
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Epilogue’s sister store 
will more than double 

the shop’s capacity

Twitter: @ethanehorton1

RSI provides living options and related supports to people of all ages 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We promote quality 
of life by maximizing self-determination, development of independent 
living skills, community involvement, meaningful social roles, and 
socially responsible behavior. RSI’s vision is to help children and adults  
to live lives characterized by happiness, dignity, health, and the highest 
possible degree of social responsibility and productivity.

We are hiring students, entry level and 
experienced individuals!

→ Gain experience related to your major
→ Great for Psychology, Sociology, Nursing, Pre-Med,

and other Human Services majors/degrees
→ Paid Internship opportunities
→ Entry-level, paid training

STUDENT
BENEFITS

Our entry level jobs are a great way to gain hands-on health care and human 
services experience! We provide the training and have various shifts available- 
daytime, evening, overnights... We even pay employees to sleep!

$500 Hiring Bonus!!  Positions available immediately! 
Start ASAP!

~ Established in 1974 ~

For more information or to apply, visit https://rsiinc.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Plastic bags tangle up and shut down recycling equipment, creating 
costly and unsafe situations. 

Please help protect your recycling programs by keeping  materials 
unbagged. Return clean, dry plastic bags to select grocery stores or the 
Waste & Recycling Centers on Eubanks Rd. and Walnut Grove Church Rd.

NO PLASTIC BAGS  
IN RECYCLING

919-968-2788     
recycling@orangecountync.gov     
orangecountync.gov/recycling
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Saying goodbye to the DTH — speed bumps and all

When I was a baby, my parents 
would put me in the car after work 
and drive around our apartment 
complex because there were a lot of 
speed bumps. When our tires went 
up and over each one, I would laugh.

It was like a roller coaster, but 
baby-sized.

Though I don’t remember those 
drives, I do know I’ve always loved 
movement. As a child, I rode 
escalators in the mall up and down 
until my stomach hurt. I ran around 
outside until I’d fallen so much my 
clothes were grass-stained green.

I’ve started to think maybe that’s 
why I love journalism. The news cycle 
is also always moving, changing, 
taking you every which way.

The same is true at The Daily 
Tar Heel.

There are some days when I finish 

There are also the things that 
most people don’t see and probably 
won’t frame. Covering meetings, 
investigating complex issues, asking 
the toughest questions to answer at 
this University. We do that, together, 
every day of the week.

To find people who are willing to 
ride in a U-Haul, answer the phone 
at any hour and drop what they’re 
doing at a moment’s notice is a rare 
and beautiful thing.

To find people who do that for 
something bigger than themselves, 
for the chance to make a difference? 
It took my breath away. That’s what 
makes saying goodbye so hard.

If you had asked me even just days 
before the application was due, I would 
have told you that I would never be 
good enough to run this place. As a 
brown woman, I wasn’t even sure the 
DTH could love me the way I loved it.

It was not unlike when, by all 
accounts, you are tall enough to get on 
a roller coaster, but your heart is still 
full of fear. I’m lucky to have had people 
who pushed me to get on the ride and 
stayed with me the whole way.

After four years at the DTH, I can 
say that it has moved and changed 
me for the better.

I’ve learned a lot here. Like, it’s 
OK to be caught when you’re falling. 
Dinner breaks are better together. 
Remember to say “good job” and “I 
love you.” And stories, no matter how 

big or small, are more powerful than 
we think — they can move the people 
around us.

Getting to put “editor-in-chief” next 
to my name has been the honor of a 
lifetime. Sometimes, it still doesn’t feel 
real. Leaving this place that has made 
me a better journalist and a better 
human feels even less real.

Life as a DTH editor is something 
few experience, and it’s not always 
glorious, but I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything — not even a lifetime 
supply of loaded fries (no bacon).

In a month, I ’m moving to 
Washington, D.C. It’s scary to think 
of waking up and not going straight 
to that little office on Franklin Street 
(though I’ll walk to my new office 
more peacefully, a safe distance away 
from the #spotted Slack channel).

It’s scary to say goodbye to a place 
that will always be home and people 
that will always be family. But I 
think I’m ready.

Because that’s what the DTH 
taught me. There is so much 
moving, so much change, constantly. 
Sometimes, I won’t know what to do. 
I won’t have all the answers.

But I do know that I can get back 
up and that the good will come — 
and so will the laughs when I get 
over the speed bumps.

How I went from dreading writing to being a journalist

Truth be told, I used to hate writing. 
My love for sports spans more than 
a decade, but there wasn’t much I 
despised more than writing an essay. I 
enjoyed the debate shows that I would 
watch on ESPN. I often had long 
discussions during school lunch, after 
church or even with my siblings about 
practically anything in the NBA world.

But despite that, it never occurred 
to me that I wanted to take up 
sportswriting. Sure, I thought about 
what I would say on an “Around the 
Horn” or a “First Take” segment, 
but I didn’t think I’d be pursuing 
journalism in a serious way.

In reality, I just failed to see what 
was right in front of me.

My dad has done public relations 

After a while, I wanted to write 
more often and start covering 
games, leading me to apply to The 
Daily Tar Heel and join during the 
spring of my sophomore year.

That experience of covering games 
didn’t greet me for long, though. 
COVID-19 swept through the sports 
world and the rest of the globe, so 
I resorted to a skill I developed at 
Black Ink: pitching my own stories.

By the start of spring 2021, The 
News & Observer took a chance on 
me for a summer internship. I was 
immediately put to work when Mike 
Krzyzewski (for a while there, I had that 
spelling memorized) announced that 
the coming season would be his last.

The rest of that summer, I took in 
what I could from that sports staff, 
seeing how they approached their craft 
and the confidence that they worked 
with. I’d gotten so used to being a 
journalist in a pandemic world that I 
didn’t realize how much I missed out on.

But this past year at the DTH, I got 
to cover some high-profile basketball 
games as an assistant sports editor. 
And there were quite a few of them.

I was courtside for Krzyzewski’s 
last ever home game as well as UNC’s 
first four NCAA Tournament games. 
And crazy enough, the team I was 
covering won all five of those games.

for N.C. A&T athletics since 2005, 
taking me and my brothers to many 
games over the years. 

We’d take box scores that he 
printed during timeouts and run 
them upstairs to the radio announcers 
during basketball games. We’d shag 
balls during volleyball games. I even 
sat in the press box at a spring game 
with binoculars to tell him which 
players were making tackles.

So it hit me one day this year, as 
funny and simple as this: I’ve been 
learning how to cover games since I 
was in elementary school.

But even with what I saw at A&T, 
I only scratched the surface with 
everything this profession truly entails.

While applying to colleges, I had more 
interest in graphic design than writing. 
But I found that using my words to 
express ideas came much more naturally 
to me. I wrote many — it felt like too 
many — essays in high school as an IB 
student, so I gained some strong writing 
fundamentals over time.

So once I got into UNC, my focus 
began to shift. I first became a “writer” 
as a first-year student with Black Ink, 
a subgroup and publication for the 
Black Student Movement. I got to 
express my creativity through writing 
a few think pieces, and it also gave me 
experience pitching story ideas.

Praveena Somasundaram
Editor-in-Chief

Jeremiah Holloway
Assistant Sports Editor
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editing the last story and leave the 
office at 3 a.m. On others, news 
breaks out of the blue and people 
across the newsroom have to pivot to 
cover it. We never know what might 
come our way.

But some things at the DTH 
stay the same every day. For me, it’s 
how much I love this paper and the 
people I met here.

Don’t get me wrong. There are 
things I won’t miss — sleepless 
nights, waking up to alarms I’ve 
set for every hour so as not to miss 
breaking news and the days when I 
felt like the weight of this job would 
break me.

Sometimes I wonder if it did. 
But for each time I cracked even a 
little, my DTH crew glued me back 
together tenfold.

This whole year, there have been 
23 people buckled in beside me, 
bracing for impact, good and bad.

We’ve held hands and cried in 
the office conference room. We’ve 
spent holidays, birthdays, NCAA 
championship games together. We’ve 
screamed the 10-minute version of 
“All Too Well” at the top of our lungs 
with the windows down.

We fell down a lot, and we also 
fought like hell to get back up. To get 
back to the good parts — the ones 
that make your heart feel light, right 
before the drop and the scream and 
the hands in the air.

Like when we got to hand out 
basketball special print editions — 
three times.

The day our last one came out, 
after UNC defeated Duke in the Final 
Four, two other DTH students and I 
found ourselves in the back of a van, 
crouched beside thousands of the 
“Defeating Doubt Together” papers.

We knew people would want the 
edition commemorating the win that 
ended Mike Krzyzewski’s career, so we 
printed 30,000 copies — so many we 
had to rent a U-Haul to carry them.

A UNC alumna I met while 
handing out papers that day said, 
“My friend was the editor of the 
paper back in the day, so I know how 
much work this was.”

She’s right. I’ve lost count of how 
many articles I’ve edited and how 
many nights I’ve stayed up to get 
stories published. Even the night of 
the Final Four win, I rushed Franklin 
for a couple of minutes before running 
to the DTH office to get to work.

But with each special edition we 
made, people told me they were 
mailing copies home to their family 
and framing them as graduation gifts.

To have been a part of making 
papers that so many hold dear is 
something I’ll never forget. When 
I frame the papers on my own 
wall someday, I’ll remember that I 
wouldn’t have wanted to make them 
with anyone else.

I won’t lie by saying that I knew 
I’d be blessed enough to witness 
college basketball history up close as 
a 21-year-old. Yeah, you think about it, 
but to be that close to March Madness, 
something that I grew up watching 
on TV? Couldn’t have called it in my 
wildest dreams. But that doesn’t come 
without the guidance and support I’ve 
received along this journey.

Black Ink taught me how to be a 
writer, the DTH trained me how to 
be a reporter and the N&O showed 
me how to be a professional.

I want to shout out Carla Beacham 
for bringing me on to Black Ink, and 
Kerstan Nealy for leading it with me 
for a year and a half. I want to thank 
my former sports editors — Ryan 
Wilcox, Brian Keyes, Jared McMasters 
and Zach Crain — for helping me learn 
this reporting grind when I was first 
getting started at the DTH.

Thanks to PJ Morales and Hunter 
Nelson for welcoming me into the 
sports editing team. You two were 
the best examples of iron sharpening 
iron all year — not going to share any 
more office banter though, sadly.

S h o u t o u t  t o  P r a v e e n a 
Somasundaram for holding it down 
as the editor-in-chief. Being a part 
of that “Devils Damned” paper and 
other special editions is something 

I’ll always appreciate.
Thanks to Dana Anthony and 

Courtney Mitchell for helping me 
lead the Sharif Durhams Leadership 
Cohort, allowing me to meeting 
many great professionals in the field.

I want to thank Jessica Banov and 
Jess Giglio for bringing me on for my 
N&O internship. I want to thank Justin 
Pelletier, C.L. Brown, Jonas Pope IV, 
Steve Wiseman, Luke DeCock, Andrew 
Carter and Chip Alexander for setting 
the example and giving me some 
pointers along the way. And I gotta 
thank Sharif Durhams and Robyn 
Tomlin for helping me understand the 
value of adding something positive to 
a newsroom.

I also want to thank Tim Crothers, 
Er in  Siegal  McIntyre ,  Trevy 
McDonald, Kate Sheppard and 
Angelia Herrin as teachers for both 
helping me get better and pushing 
me to take my work to the next level.

And, of course, I want to thank 
my family and friends for always 
supporting my writing and God for 
blessing me to get these opportunities.

I have a lot of thoughts and 
reflections from this four-year 
adventure in journalism, but I look 
forward to the chance to learn more.

Twitter: @jerem11ah

Twitter: @praveenavsoma
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Chasing journalism dreamsA complicated relationship with the DTH

The first thing I tell people in 
the newsroom is that I’m not a real 
journalist.

When I was little, writing was all 
that I wanted to do.

In high school, I picked up The 
Daily Tar Heel every Sunday when 
I volunteered at UNC Hospitals. I 
knew then I wanted to write for it.

I told my parents I wanted to be 
a journalist — which, as immigrant 
parents, they obviously took very well. 
I think they were relieved when, a 
couple of years later, I found a love for 
science. I’m graduating this semester 
with a  degree in quantitative biology, 
and I’m spending the next couple of 
years working on my doctorate in 
computational genomics at Carnegie 
Mellon University.

However, that also means I’ve never 
taken a journalism class at UNC, nor 
landed the same prestigious newsroom 
internships as my talented co-workers. 
I was not, and am still not, qualified to 
be on the editorial team here.

And from the excessive commas 
in my writing, the lackadaisical use 
of em dashes and my unwavering 
support of the Oxford comma (I left 
it in this sentence, but the copy staff 
will probably take it out), my lack of 
professional training was apparent 
in the beginning.

But through it all, I learned. I wrote 
about the University, research and 

some of my most personal experiences. 
For what felt like a long time, I was a 
little science kid who snuck into the 
newsroom and tricked the DTH elites 
into paying me, somehow.

I cannot thank everyone who 
was patient in teaching me enough 
to lead an entire desk, design pages 
and publish thousands on thousands 
of words of my writing. But I’ll try. 

Thank you to the talented DTH 
management staff for letting me play 
journalist for the last three years.

Thank you Devon Johnson, 
the first opinion editor I had, for 
letting me have a science column 
and sparking what is now history. 
And Paige Masten, for all your 
mentorship and endless support.

Thank you, Ben Rappaport and 
Caitlyn Yaede, my best friends (and 
assistant editors) for making me 
better every day. 

Thank you Ira Wilder for being my 
rock — I wouldn’t be here without 
you. And a thank you to the Editorial 
Board and my lovely writers who 
made my job so much easier and who 
I literally could not do this without. 

Thank you PJ and Olivia for being 
the reason I came to the office early 
when I could, Heidi for threatening to 
delete my pages and slacking me for 
every minor inconvenience, my son 
Carson and Jeremiah for the high-
fives on the way to the bathroom, Clay 
for all the flip-flop slander, Guillermo 
for all the banter and Chris and 
Maydha for the constant jokes about 
being minorities in the office. 

Thank you to Praveena — you amaze 
and inspire me every day (and for 
letting Opinion go first during budget). 

And lastly, a thank you to the 
DTH, for not only giving me a 
home, but for letting me chase my 
journalism dreams one more time. I 
don’t think I’ll know how much I’ll 
miss you until I’m gone.

I’ve dreaded writing this column 
since senior year began.

Finding the words to sum up four 
years of reporting, frustration and 
friendships — all the while sounding 
poetic and poignant — seems an 
impossible task.

In both my introduction column 
as Elevate editor and my first 
column of this year, I wrote about my 
complicated feelings about The Daily 
Tar Heel.

I joined during fall semester 
my first year at UNC in 2018. I’d 
gone back and forth on applying, 
with a distinct desire to not let 
my extracurriculars become my 
entire life and with concerns after 
reading Leah Asmelash’s own 
farewell column on the office’s 
systemic race issues.

I remember sitting on the grass 
of the quad during orientation — 
which had been led by three white 
female editors — with the rest of the 
University Desk, wondering what my 
experiences would be like.

I’ve known I wanted to be a 
journalist since I was 15 — a seed 
planted from time spent working on 
my high school’s newspaper, where 
I was often given free rein to write 
about whatever I wanted.

But if writing for my high school’s 
paper was where I learned to be 
creative and express myself, working 

equity and inclusion standards won’t 
happen overnight, especially if we 
want those changes to be sustainable. 
We’ve led workshops and talked 
candidly with staff  members 
about reporting mistakes and the 
DTH’s history of causing harm to 
underrepresented communities.

But I also know there is still 
much to be done. There are places 
we fell short this year, stories 
and coverage that didn’t happen, 
relationships and trust still left 
broken. I’ve also seen the diversity 
of our editing staff slide backwards, 
and I can only hope that won’t 
d i s s u a d e  f u t u r e  p a s s i o n a t e 
reporters of color from joining.

Stil l ,  I  know I am a better 
journalist and editor because of 
the DTH.

Thank you to Praveena, for being 
an incredibly thoughtful leader and 
friend this year, for prioritizing 
Elevate and for stepping in during 
moments when I was unable to. 
Thank you to Clay, for being a 
wonderful partner in this work and 
always lending a critical editing eye. 

I am especially grateful to Allie, 
Brianna and Liv for taking such care 
to consistently incorporate Elevate 
into University Desk, the place where 
I started my DTH journey. And thank 
you to Rajee, Chris, Jeremiah, PJ, 
Olivia, Heidi, Guillermo and so many 
others who finally gave me the DTH 
friends I’d hoped for.

To any students of color or from 
underrepresented groups who are 
considering joining the DTH, I would 
encourage you to try it out. But I’d 
also emphasize that it’s OK to set 
boundaries and to say no to things.

It can feel like life or death 
sometimes, but at the end of the day, 
it’s not your job to fix all of the DTH’s 
issues. Take the best things you can 
from it and hold those experiences 
close — I know I will.

at the DTH taught me how to be 
a journalist — how to ask tough 
questions and be persistent, to get 
over yourself when you make mistakes 
and do better, to understand that you 
aren’t owed anyone’s story, to think 
critically as a reporter and look for 
stories in most anything.

I had opportunities to participate 
in truly important coverage because 
of the DTH. 

I had the confidence to be the 
co-editor for Monsoon, UNC’s South 
Asian affairs magazine, because of 
the summer I spent editing stories 
as University Desk editor. My time 
pursuing enterprise and investigative 
stories on UNC’s administration 
prepared me for a metro reporting 
internship at The News & Observer. 

But despite all that I’ve gained 
because of the DTH, I also recognize 
its flaws — flaws that run deep 
throughout the newsroom. 

Around the time I accepted my 
current position as Elevate editor, 
UNC’s Black Congress released a 
statement that outlined harmful 
reporting errors made by the DTH, 
stating they would no longer do 
interviews with staff writers. The 
statement made me reflect on 
my concerns with the DTH and 
journalism as a whole.

Most of my first years at the DTH 
were marked by memories of feeling 
like I didn’t quite belong or that I 
wasn’t good enough. I could count 
the number of editors of color on one 
hand. I essentially had no friends on 
staff. I felt overworked, burned out 
and underappreciated.  

Every week that I turned in a story 
during my first year at the DTH, I 
contemplated quitting. Now looking 
back, I really have no idea whether I 
would do it all again.

I’m incredibly proud of the 
work that we have done this year 
to improve our coverage. As I 
mentioned in my column, I know 
that changing the DTH’s diversity, 

Maydha Devarajan
Elevate Editor

Rajee Ganesan
Opinion Editor

‘I’m a videographer, not a writer’: How to quit the DTH

I  remember  s i tt ing in  my 
Foundations in Photojournalism class 
listening to the older photographers, 
who were only taking the class for 
the credit to graduate, talking about 
all the work that went into publishing 
whatever “The Daily Tar Heel” was.

I had transferred to UNC from 
another school, where saving local 
journalism was one of the only things 

classes talked about. The reality was 
pessimistic at best. 

What’s the point of a printed paper? 
Journalism is dying. Staffers keep 
bringing in photos late. Wait, what was 
the point of printing a paper again?

Therefore, my first impression 
of journalism was entirely skewed. 
You report, you write and you 
publish. My understanding was 
basically the most underdeveloped 
assumption of journalism.

To come to UNC and see the DTH 
working the way it did from the 
outside? It was astonishing. Students 
working to make national headlines 
and creating a tangible impact in a 
community like Chapel Hill, all while 
studying for midterms.

So, a few years would pass before 
I’d have the necessary skills to work 
up the courage to direct a message to 
a friend of mine and ask, “Hey would 
you need any help on the photo desk?”

It was just that easy? I was finally 

Chris Ocana
Video Editor

a member of the group of students 
who made local journalism look fun.

Which is the case … sometimes. 
W h a t  I  w a s n’ t  d e c i d i n g  t o 
acknowledge was the work that 
went into it. I had to wake up at 5 in 
the morning to get photos? I had to 
develop pictures in my car and fight 
to use equipment every other week?

Flash forward a year later, I switch 
the photo for video and started to 
laugh at what I once thought the 
DTH was in my head. Because if 
you ask anyone who’s done their fair 
share of work at the paper, one of 
the first things they recognize is how 
hard the work is.

They’ll discuss the long hours or 
the drama that would eventually 
circulate within the newsroom. 
Photographers will lament the 
equipment that doesn’t exist and 
the copy editors will curse the world 
over if they had to read one more 
misspelled word at 1 a.m.

If you walk into the office right 
now, you’ ll see a tallied list on a 
whiteboard that says “Times Chris 
threatened to Quit” with more hash 
marks than you’d be able to count.

Which is absurd, because all I 
ever did for the paper was make 
“What Just Happened?”And it’s 
funny because even as I look 
back, lamenting some moments 
of struggle within the DTH, here I 
am almost a year later, wishing I 
could’ve contributed more.

The DTH has its fair share of 
problems. I’ ll be the first person to 
acknowledge that. But in my mind, 
I think it’s a testament to the love 
people put into the things they 
care about — because it would 
be nothing without the people 
everyday willing to do the work. 
The people willing to work hours 
a week with little to no pay. The 
people willing to sleep in the office 
and watch the sun rise just so they 

can finish a story.
So with a week left  in my 

undergraduate career and no time 
left as video editor, I just want to say 
thank you to some of the people here.

To PJ for never having anything 
but a smile on his face. To Ira 
for being so humble about his 
photography.  To  Maydha for 
letting me complain about this 
job all  the time.  To Praveena 
for asking me to do this job and 
showing me that the people you 
meet are worth so much more 
than the work you produce.

And to Rajee for letting me turn 
this story in 10 minutes late. I’m a 
videographer. Not a writer. 

So for the very last time, this 
column goes out to Praveena 
Somasundaram. Because for the 
first time ever, I finally get to mean 
it when I say “I quit.”

DTH/CLAIRE AUDILET AND SOPHIA ALEM

Twitter: @MaydhaDevarajan Twitter: @rajeeganesan

Twitter: @c_ocana_



Tenure is essential to higher education
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As students, it ’s easy to turn 
a blind eye to the hiring and 
retention policies that impact 
our professors. It ’s imperative, 
however, that we pay attention to 
the topic of tenure, as it is being 
threatened across the nation.

In March, Texas Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick announced plans to abolish 
tenure at state universities during 
the future legislative session. He 
feels that the power of academic 
tenure has been abused, according 
to Houston Public Media.

This decision comes after Texas 
passed Senate Bill 3, which barred 
teaching critical race theory in 
K-12 classrooms. Patrick’s attacks 
on tenure are to further limit 
the ability of academics to foster 
discussion on the subject and allow 
their punishment or termination if 
they teach critical race theory.

Tenure is absolutely essential 
to higher education, not only to 
protect professors, but to ensure 
classrooms can foster productive 
debates and are free from external 
censorship. It’s pivotal for students 
and professors alike, and should not 
be abridged by attempts to control 
academic curriculum.

Simply put, tenure is a status 
awarded to professors and academics 
that serves to establish job security in 
their positions. Tenured professors 
cannot be terminated, unless for 
extraordinary circumstances.

This isn’ t  just a sweet deal 
and career milestone.  Tenure 
protects academic freedom within 
universities, and those with tenure 
shouldn’t have to feel as through 
their career is at jeopardy due 
to their  teaching or research 
findings. Stripping tenure has 

basically become a backdoor way 
to abolish critical race theory in 
higher education.

Earlier this month, Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis took these attacks 
on tenure a step further by signing 
Senate Bill 7044, implementing 
post-tenure review. This means that 
even after professors receive tenure, 
status is reevaluated every five 
years, which removes the “lifetime” 
component of the appointment.

Last year,  Georgia ’s  public 
university system created procedures 
that would allow administrators 
to remove tenured professors with 
little-to-no due process. 

In Texas, Florida and Georgia, 
conservative voices plead the 
same case for removing tenure 

— indoctrination has gone too 
far. Professors, in the minds of 
Republicans, take advantage of the 
freedoms of a tenure appointment 
and teach in ways that do not reflect 
the taxpayers that fund them.

Once again, state politicians 
impose their own agendas on the 
world of higher education that 
discredits the expansive research 
and knowledge creation that 
happens there. It is irresponsible 
to suggest that complex ideas like 
critical race theory shouldn’t exist in 
classrooms, specifically throughout 
colleges and universities. 

Higher education is dependent 
o n  a c a d e m i c  f r e e d o m  a n d 
rigorous, unrestricted debate. 
Discussion, sometimes related to 

controversial issues in the public 
eye, is what we should value and 
protect in our lecture halls.

This is a big deal. The information 
that we, as students, are exposed 
to can be severely limited when 
tenure is removed and faculty 
is at risk of termination. It’s not 
difficult to imagine that policies to 
restrict tenure might also impact 
faculty retention, once again 
creating professor shortages and 
disadvantaging students.

C o n s e r v a t i v e  a t t e m p t s  t o 
deconstruct tenure are inexcusable 
and must be seen for what they are: 
unjust censorship in academia.

Graduate students should be funded through the summer
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With the cost of tuition rising with each year, college students turn to loans for help.

For graduate students, the end 
of the spring semester means quite 
a few things. 

A m o n g  t u r n i n g  i n  f i n a l 
assignments, completing necessary 
milestones for our respective 
programs or facilitating, grading 
and submitting scores for students, 
many of us also have to navigate the 
debilitating pressure of figuring out 
how we’ll make money these next 
few months. 

This added stress would be 
alleviated if our funding extended 
into the summer months. 

The summer is not only a time of 
recovery from the academic year, but 
the only time graduate students get 
to work on the non-school-related 
professional activities that we are 
told we must also prioritize. 

Wr i t i n g  p a p e r s  w o r t hy  o f 
conference and journal submission 
can take more than three months, 
but this is the only free time we can 
dedicate to it. 

During the summer, graduate 
students should be able to focus 
on these important things, but 
instead, some of us are working 
other jobs to cover rent and other 
living expenses. 

The Graduate School funds 
students through both service and 
non-service stipends. 

Service stipend recipients like 
myself are teaching assistants, 
research assistants or even teaching 
fellows who work in classrooms 
alongside faculty members. 

Non-service fellows — or the 
“lucky ones,” as I call them — are 
graduate students whose funding 
is not contingent on the teaching or 
assisting with research. 

Funding makes us eligible for 
benefits like tuition, fee awards and 
health insurance. 

There is a general pattern of 
ambiguity for funding among 
graduate students. We’re not really 
in the know-all of how departments 
pay their students since funding 
looks different depending on 
department and program. 

This leaves us left with no real 
grasp of what it looks like as a whole. 
While the Graduate School might 
believe these stipends are competitive 

and sufficient, the current minimum 
for doctoral students is not even a 
living wage — despite the recent 
increase approved by the College of 
Arts and Science. 

Further, this funding is limited to 
the nine-month academic calendar, 
meaning the little money we get 
would have to stretch for the months 
we aren’t being paid. 

August and May are months that 

do not offer full payment because 
technically we aren’t “working” the 
full time. The amount we are paid 
is not enough to last the entire year. 

There are so many changes needed 
when addressing graduate student 
funding, with summer funding being 
high up on the list.  

Although summer funding is not 
guaranteed, there are a number 
of opportunities that could work 

as solutions, with fellowships and 
teaching during summer sessions 
serving as options. 

These are highly competitive, 
however, and not promised. Further, 
payment for teaching happens at the 
end of the summer — as if rent and 
groceries can wait. 

The precarious nature of summer 
funding is made even worse with 
the skyrocketing cost of seemingly 
everything ever. 

Nationally, the average price for a 
gallon of gas has gone up in recent 
months. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture predicts that all food 
prices are going to increase by 
around 4 to 5 percent. 

Rental prices are on the rise across 
the country and in North Carolina — 
the average cost of rent has increased 
by 20 percent from last year. 

T h e s e  s o a r i n g  c o s t s  a r e 
over whelming in comparison 
to our stipends, which, before 
the $1,300 increase that was 
announced this year,  had not 
changed since 2015. 

Graduate students are different 
from undergraduates in that being 
a student is part of our job itself. 

The current funding structure 
leaves us vulnerable to economic 
difficulty during a time when 
we should be resting, studying 
for important exams, working 
on professional development or 
spending time with our family and 
friends we aren’t able to see during 
the academic year. 

The University should fully 
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
that graduate students bring to 
our community and commit to 
guaranteed pay throughout the 
summer. Anything else is negligent 
on their part in supporting students 
of the University.
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SWIMMING & DIVING

Emily Grund working her way back to pool

DTH/IRA WILDER
UNC senior diver Emily Grund, as pictured on Tuesday, March 29, 2022, was declared cancer-free in February after 
five months of treatment for leukemia. Grund plans to return to competition next season.  

Emily Grund sat in an emergency 
room at UNC Hospitals, waiting for 
a doctor to come in and perform a 
bone marrow biopsy. She was alone, 
and she was crying.

On Sept. 9, 2021, her life had 
spiraled out of her control.

Some of her teammates on the 
UNC swimming and diving teams 
had noticed a bruise. Soon, bruises 
formed all over her body, caused by 
simple activities like wearing her 
backpack and crossing her legs.

Then, after almost passing out while 
brushing her teeth, she went to the 
emergency room, where doctors rushed 
her through tests and CT scans.

Now, she was about to go through 
yet another unfamiliar procedure, with 
no friends or family beside her. The 
biopsy was necessary to verify Grund’s 
diagnosis — acute promyelocytic 
leukemia. APL. Bone marrow cancer.

The biopsy was traumatic, Grund 
said — it was painful, and she didn’t 
know what to expect. In 24 hours, 
Grund had gone from an elite college 
diver at the peak of her power to a 
lonely girl with a terrifying diagnosis, 
wondering whether or not she’d get 
to compete in her senior season.

“I remember going to bed and 
waking up the next morning and 
being like, ‘That’s right,’” Grund said. 
“That’s sort of when it hit me.”

That was the scariest day — but also 
the last day Grund was truly alone.

From that day until today, Grund has 
been surrounded with love, attention 

and care. It’s allowed her to remain 
positive during the treatment process. 
And come next year, that love and 
positivity will be what leads her back to 
the pool deck for a true senior season.

When her first tests became a cause 
for concern at the emergency room, 
Grund called her parents, Jay and 
Laura Grund, who were back home in 
Dallas, Texas. Those initial tests didn’t 
diagnose cancer, just something wrong. 

But Jay Grund was already in the 
car, driving to North Carolina.

“We were all in shock, I think is the 
first way to explain it,” he said. “But 
then it was a lot of just, kind of, fear 
and wondering, you know, what this is 
all about and what the next steps were.”

Jay and Laura would spend the 
foreseeable future alternating between 
Chapel Hill and Dallas, helping Emily 
through her first month of treatment 
— the push toward being declared in 
remission, when Emily would have to 
remain in the hospital full time.

APL has a higher long-term 
survival rate than other forms of 
leukemia, especially when it’s caught 
as early as Grund’s was. Her chances 
were good, but the road would be 
rough. Chemotherapy would make 
her feel weaker than she already felt.

“When I first was admitted, I 
couldn’t take a shower on my own,” she 
said. “I couldn’t go to the bathroom.”

At the height of the diving 
season, Grund was forced to watch 
as her team practiced, traveled and 
competed together during what was 
meant to be her senior season. 

“She had a great attitude from 
the get-go,” head diving coach Yaidel 
Gamboa said. “Of course, I’m pretty 
sure she was scared at first, but she 
understood what she had and what 
she was diagnosed with and what the 
treatment was like.”

Working as a provider and 
physician’s assistant in the ER, Ashley 
Reed always tries to set boundaries, 
to protect herself from befriending 
someone she might not see again.

Maybe it was the similarity in age, 
maybe it her the energy — but when 
Reed walked into Grund’s room at 
the beginning of a weekend shift in 
September and saw this college girl 24 
hours removed from a cancer diagnosis, 
those boundaries went out the window.

For the next 34 days, Reed made 
sure she was there for Grund whenever 
she could be. She was always on her 
treatment teams during her shift and 
made sure to spend time with her even 
when she didn’t have to.

“When she would finish her shift 
or when she had a break, she would 
come sit in my room and just talk to 
me for two hours,” Grund said. 

That month, Reed was continually 
impressed by Grund’s strength and 
poise. When others were around, she 
was always positive and looking to the 
future, to the next steps of treatment 
and pushing forward — which is what 
made Oct. 13 all the sweeter.

Reed and the medical team got 
to tell Grund the news she had been 
waiting for — she was in remission.

“I looked at her and I was like, ‘Do 
you want to go home today?’” Reed 
said. “And we both just lost it. It was 
really special.”

Since Grund medically redshirted 
this year, she’ll be able to rejoin her 
team next year for a true senior season.

This process taught her how strong 
she is — a strength she’ll use to forge 
her path back to the pool deck.

“It made me understand that 
like, I’m strong and I’m a badass,” 
Grund said.

She will rejoin the team 
after being declared 

cancer-free in February
By PJ Morales

Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

LISTENING. UNITING. LEADING.

GraigMeyer.com /GraigMeyer@GraigMeyer @GraigMeyer

DEMOCRAT GRAIG MEYER is a progressive problem solver who puts people first and gets results.  
He spent 16 years as a social worker in Chapel Hill-Carrboro public schools, helping students become the first in their families 
to go to college.  Graig is an education advocate and solutions-oriented progressive who has served in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives for more than 8 years where he’s earned recognition as someone who gets things done.

Graig Meyer’s people-first priorities
Help families get ahead by guaranteeing paid family leave, supporting small business recovery, guaranteeing  
affordable housing, and expanding job opportunities

Ensure that every North Carolinian has access to good affordable healthcare

Continue working to strengthen education and create opportunities by fully funding our schools

Take on big corporate polluters like Duke Energy and expand transportation options to combat climate change

Stand up for civil rights that are under attack, including voting rights, reproductive rights, and LGBTQ+ rights

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Graig Meyer

VOTE DEMOCRAT GRAIG MEYER FOR SENATE
VOTE EARLY BEGINNING APRIL 28 | ELECTION DAY IS MAY 17

Twitter: @pjdaman12



Best consignment 
store
Winner: 
Rumors
Runner-up: 
Community Worx

Best place to shop 
for Carolina gear
Winner: 
Shrunken 
Head 
Boutique
Runner-up: Johnny T-shirt

Best Barbershop
Winner: 
Chapel Hill 
Barber Shop
Runner-up: Arrow

Best Car Service
Winner: 
Chapel Hill 
Tire
Runner-up: Lloyd’s 
Tire

Best Date Spot
Winner: 
Arboretum
Runner-up: NC 
Botanical Garden

Best Place to take 
your Parents
Winner: 
TOPO
Runner-up: Carolina 
Coffee Shop

Best Brunch
Winner: 
Carolina 
Coffee Shop
Runner-up: Dame’s 
Chicken & Waffles

Best Lunch Bargain
Winner: 
Sutton’s 
Drug Store
Runner-up: Hibachi 
& Co.

Best Meal after 
Midnight
Winner: 
Cosmic 
Cantina
Runners-up: Time 
Out and Sup Dogs 

Best Takeout
Winner: 
Hibachi 
& Co.
Runner-up: 
Spicy 9

Best Vegetarian/
Vegan Meal
Winner: 
Med Deli
Runner-up: 
Purple Bowl

Best Coffee
Winner: 
Epilogue 
Runner-up: 
Meantime
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Best Pizza
Winner:
IP3
Runner-up: I Love 
NY Pizza

Best Burger
Winner: 
Al’s Burger 
Shack
Runner-up: Buns

Best Mexican Food
Winner: 
Monterrey
Runner-up: Que 
Chula

Best Asian Food
Winner: 
Spicy 9
Runner-up: Mr. 
Tokyo

Best Ice Cream
Winner: 
Maple View
Runner-up: Yopo

Best Sandwich
Winner: 
Merritt’s
Runner-up: Tru Deli 

Best Drinks
Winner: 
He’s Not 
Here 
Runner-up: Linda’s

Best Beer
Winner: 
He’s Not 
Here
Runner-up: 
Carolina Brewery

Best Place to Watch 
a UNC Game
Winner: 
Sup Dogs
Runner-up: Pantana 
Bob’s

Best Place to Dance the Night Away
Winner:
Might as 
Well
Runner-up: 
Goodfellows

Best Apartment
Winner: 
Tie between 
Union and 
Carolina 
Square
Runners-up: 
Shortbread Lofts 
and Lark
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To learn more about this 
year’s winners, head to 
www.dailytarheel.com
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Happy
LDOC
(Last Day of Classes)

From UNC Summer School



and former UNC students and 
watching Tar Heel basketball have 
brought the band even closer. 

“It’s definitely something that 
unites all of us outside of the music,” 
Holt Evans III said. “I think that 
it’s so important for bands to have 
relationships outside of music and I 
think that it factors into a sense of 
kinship and brotherhood.”

Holt Evans III said his dad, Holt 
Evans II, serves like the band’s dad 
as well, helping them record in his 
house with his collection of old-
school recording technology.

“Obviously I’m prejudiced, but I 
haven’t heard anybody around here 
doing what they’re doing,” Holt II said.
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Senior talks about four years as Rameses

Thousands of enthusiastic students 
and fans fill campus athletic venues 
for UNC sports events, but senior 
Daniel Wood has a very different view 
than the rest.

For the past four years, he has 
cheered on the Tar Heels through 
the mask of the University’s beloved 
mascot, Rameses.

In March 2018, Wood attended 
tryouts to be UNC’s mascot.

On April 12, he got an email holding 
a message he had been waiting for: He 
was officially a part of the “ramily.”

“I knew I wanted to do this in college 
wherever I went,” Wood said.

When he officially became Rameses, 
Wood had to keep it a secret. But his 
roommates had cracked the code.

They’d noticed he had the Rameses 
costume and was attending a plethora 
of sporting events. Wood eventually 
had to come clean, and his close friends 
knew not to reveal his identity.

“It’s really cool just hearing him talk 
about all the behind the scenes stuff 

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Rameses, portrayed by senior Daniel Wood, stands for the playing of the national anthem at men before a home 
basketball game against Michigan on Wednesday, Dec. 1.

Marching Tar Heels reflect on memorable season

DTH/KATIE RAINS
Junior Gabriela Duncan, a member of the UNC Marching Tar Heels, holds up 
her personal piece of the Caesars Superdome on Sunday, April 24.

Hours before UNC beat Duke 

81-77 in the NCAA Tournament Final 
Four game, senior tenor saxophone 
player Megan Pope stepped outside 
to see a clear blue sky.

She tweeted: “The clouds have 
cleared and there are Carolina Blue 
skies in New Orleans!”

Pope said that was the moment 
she knew the game would end in 
North Carolina’s favor — and she 

would be in the stands to see it. 
Pope was one of 29 students 

of the UNC Marching Tar Heels 
selected to travel and play during 
the NCAA Tournament.

Pope said that aside from the 
importance of academics at UNC, 
basketball is what influenced her to 
attend the University.

“I grew up a Carolina basketball 
fan,” she said. “So for someone like 
me, this past season was just a dream 
come true.”

The Marching Tar Heels is a group 
of around 275 students who perform 
at basketball games, football games 
and other sporting events on campus, 
in addition to some away-games.

With 11 years of tenor saxophone 
experience, Pope has been a member 
of the Marching Tar Heels since her 
first year at UNC.

This semester, Pope spent 18 
nights traveling, sleeping in hotels 
and exploring different cities during 
the NCAA Tournament.

The experience, she said, wasn’t 
just about basketball.

“It was getting to spend time with 
folks that I didn’t really know all 

that well,” she said. “It was getting 
to know the band members and the 
cheerleaders and the mascot.”

Junior Gabriela Duncan has 
been a member of the Marching 
Tar Heels since fall 2019. It was the 
alto saxophone player’s first time in 
New Orleans when she played at the 
Final Four.

Duncan said that the Marching Tar 
Heels had a surprising amount of free 
time to explore the city between band 
obligations. She visited the French 
Quarter, ate beignets and jambalaya, 
saw free  per formances  from 
Macklemore and Imagine Dragons 
and went on a swamp tour.

“When I look back at those three 
weeks, I think about all of the basketball 
games that we attended,” Duncan said. 
“But honestly, most of it that stood out 
to me was just the random memories I 
made with my friends.”

Director of University Bands 
Jeffrey Fuchs said that his greatest 
takeaway from the season was 
watching band members experience 
things that they may never have the 
chance to experience again.

“That’s what I enjoy,” Fuchs said. 

“Watching the students walk into 
the arena and seeing the Superdome 
with the basketball floor and just 
watching them experience that for 
the first time.”

Pope said that for someone who 
loves North Carolina basketball 
the way that she does, walking into 
the Superdome for the first time 
was overwhelming.

“The place is just massive, it is 
insane,” Pope said. “So it was honestly 
kind of shocking, and then to walk in 
and see ‘Oh, we’re literally sitting at 
the court, I can reach and touch the 
floor’ was just literally insane.”

Though Pope has had many 
impactful experiences throughout 
her time in The Marching Tar Heels, 
she doesn’t think anything will ever 
compare to the Final Four game 
against Duke.

“Had we won the national 
championship, it would have been 
phenomenal,” she said. “But beating 
Duke — that was the moment of 
the season. That one day was the 
highlight of my season.”

MUSICIAN

UNC students and alumni play in indie rock band

Members of Lauds, an indie-
rock band from Wilmington, share 
a love of music, their hometown 
and UNC basketball.

When the release show for their  EP 
“II” was scheduled for the same night 
as the men’s basketball Final Four 
game between UNC and Duke, lead 
singer, guitarist and UNC Class of 2011 
alumnus McKay Glasgow,  said the 
band was too anxious to watch. 

“So, we played the show and 
immediately sprinted across the 
street to this shack oyster bar to watch 
the last 10 minutes of the second half,” 
lead guitarist and UNC Class of 2021 
alumnus of the graduate school Holt 

Evans III said. “The guys in the 
band are already some of my best 
friends and to have that moment 
with them and watch the game 
was so much fun– high-fiving each 
other, screaming.”

With the beat of the drums and the 
strum of a guitar, the band released 
their first single in 2019 and plans to 
return to their Chapel Hill roots. 

Holt Evan III’s younger brother, 
UNC senior Boyce Evans, plays 
keyboard and third guitar. Bassist 
Gavin Campbell and drummer Ross 
Page are also members of the band. 

Lauds describes their music as 
“guitar music,” Holt Evans III said.

Inspired by late 1980s and 
early 1990s rock from the United 
Kingdom, as well as Krautrock from 
the 1970s, Holt Evans III said Laud’s 
sound is similar to bands like My 
Bloody Valentine and The Cure. 

“(Our sound) is catchy — it doesn’t 
rock too hard but it finds a nice 
middle ground in between rock and 

pop,” Boyce Evans said. 
The band is currently in the works 

of writing and producing their first 
studio album. They work with Fort 
Lowell Records, a Wilmington-based 
indie-rock record label. 

James Tritten, who owns Fort Lowell 
records with his wife Tracy, said he 
started working with Lauds after their 
song “Don’t Mind” featured on the Fort 
Lowell produced album called “Grow: 
A Compilation in Solidarity with Black 
Lives Matter,” which was released as a 
2020 fundraiser. 

“Everything they ever do – I just 
think it’s been absolutely amazing, just 
stellar,” he said. “And it just gets better. 
Every release they put out I’m always 
taken aback by how wonderful it is.”

The band said they feel connected 
to Wilmington through music.

“It being a really beautiful place by 
the ocean really factors into a feeling 
we put into a lot of our music,” Holt 
Evans III said.

Outside of music, being current 

Twenty-nine students 
were chosen to play at 

the NCAA Tournament

By Liv Reilly
Assistant University Editor

university@dailytarheel.com

Daniel Wood will be 
UNC’s first mascot 

coach after he graduates

By Lauren Fichten
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Wilmington-based 
Lauds released two EPs 

in the past year
By Holly Adams

Staff Writer
university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel

Twitter: @livvreilly
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Lauds is a Wilmington-based indie rock band featuring UNC students and alumni. 

Twitter: @dailytarheel

and just kind of how mascotting works, 
in general,” Harrison Reeves, Woods’ 
roommate, said. 

During his time as Rameses, Wood 
attended many events beyond sports, 
including appearances at hospitals, 
birthday parties and charity events.

“Those are the events that really 
matter,” he said. “And if you can’t enjoy 

it for just those jobs and for those 
events, you don’t deserve to be able to 
go to the national championship and 
the Final Four, bowl games, any of it. 
You got to do both.”

In his final year as Rameses, Wood 
traveled to New Orleans to attend both 
the NCAA men’s basketball Final Four 
and championship games.

Though Wood loved his time as 
Rameses, not every step of his journey 
through UNC was filled with cheering 
fans and championship games. 

He came to UNC expecting to study 
business. However, after realizing his 
interests didn’t align with the major, he 
began to reevaluate.

“I had a long conversation and 

thought process with myself about 
transferring and leaving UNC,” Wood 
said. “But it was the friends that I had 
on the Ram Team. It was the former 
mascots that made me feel like I had 
friends here and brought me in.”

Wood will pass on the role to 
someone new next season, but he isn’t 
quite leaving the Ram Team yet.

After graduation this spring, he will 
become UNC’s mascot coach — the first 
one ever at the University.

Director of Spirit Programs Brown 
Walters said he is ecstatic to have Wood 
join the team.

“I have never approached a mascot 
and asked them to stay with us beyond 
their four years or beyond graduation,” 
Walters said. “I asked him to stay 
involved with our program because I 
think he is that good at what he does.”

As Wood transitions into his new 
leadership role, there will always be 
a piece of him that stays with the 
Rameses community.

“He’s been the biggest thing to me to 
this point,” Wood said. “He’s given me 
meaning, allowed me to connect with 
thousands of people that, whether it’s 
across small events, football games or 
whatever, there’s a memory that’s being 
made and it’s a real privilege to be a part 
of that.” 
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Chancellor reflects on spring 2022

DTH FILE/IRA WILDER
Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz celebrates with students 
after a UNC victory in the Final Four of the NCAA 

ON CAMPUS

UNC planning to remove campus tents 

DTH/NATALIE PEOPLES
Students study underneath a tent on the quad on Sunday, April 24.

 First-year Joy Jiang is an 
occasional user of the tents on UNC’s 
campus. She likes to sit under them 
for shade on hot days while waiting 
for her friends to finish class or just 
to enjoy being outside.

 P r o v o s t  C h r i s  C l e m e n s  
announced this month that the 
tents will be removed from campus 
after Commencement, which is on 
May 8.

The tents were put up around 
campus during the pandemic to 
provide students with a COVID-
19-friendly seating option.

Although Jiang admits the 
tents aren’t the prettiest thing on 
campus, she said she’ ll miss the 
extra outdoor seating.

“It’s sad that they’re taking it 
down,” she said. “Unless they have 
something that is going to go in the 
place of it, I wouldn’t take it down.”

Jiang also uses the tents to avoid 
being cramped indoors with people. 
She said the tents are helpful when 
the dining halls are packed with 
students and provide a safe space 

to sit outdoors during the pandemic 
and seasonal illnesses.

“The week before the last, like all of 
UNC, a very large portion of students 
got sick and some of us was due to 
allergies, others of us was due to 
COVID and then I know people who 
got the flu in April,” Jiang said. “So 
like sitting outside, especially if there’s 
like a lot of people, it’s really nice.”

Some students, like first-year Joseph 
Solomon, said they will not miss the 
tents at all. He said he often uses the 
tent directly outside of his dorm, but 
has always hated the one on the quad.

“It’s got to go,” Solomon said. 
“It’s ugly. It’s an eyesore. It blocks 
the view.”

First-year Cassidy Thibodeau 
rarely uses the tents outside of quickly 
sitting down in between classes. She 
said the tents are useful in that they 
provide outdoor seating, and she feels 
conflicted about their removal.

“I think the ugliness of them 
outweighs how useful they are,” 
Thibodeau said. “Because I think 
there’s other ways to incorporate seating 
outside that aren’t these huge tents.”

Jiang and Solomon also said 
they wish the University would put 
something in place of the tents to 
provide more outdoor seating.

Solomon said he feels like a 
good substitute would be picnic 
benches or even swings.

“Like if they put out swings, I can 

guarantee you they would be used 
by someone every day,” Solomon 
said. “And that someone is me. I 
love swings.”

Currently, the University’s plans 
for post-removal is to restore 
the areas underneath the tents, 
according to an email statement 
from UNC Media Relations.

Despite this, Jiang worries that the 
landscape won’t be the same again.

“It’s just going to be mud in 

there,” she said. “And no one’s going 
to want to sit there.” 

Regardless of what the University 
does after the removal, Solomon said 
he’s excited that the tents will no 
longer obstruct the view of some of 
the prettiest places on campus.

“I think the majority of the student 
body will be glad that they’re gone,” 
he said.

Tents added as COVID-
19-friendly seating are 

set to come down May 8

By Courtland Bartosik
Staff Writer

university@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @dailytarheel
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CORRECTIONS

• In the Wednesday, April 20, 
2022 print edition of The 
Daily Tar Heel, in a story titled 
“Research shows significant 
inequities in UNC faculty 
salaries,” an previous version 
of this article misstated a 
quote from Sue Estroff, a 
social medicine professor. In 
her quote, she said inured, not 
innerve. The Daily Tar Heel 
apologizes for this error. 

• In the Wednesday, April 20, 
2022 print edition of The 
Daily Tar Heel, in a story titled 
“Christina Chauvenet pursues 
her love for gymnastics through 
commentary at UNC,” a 
previous version of the article 
incorrectly stated the National 
Women, Infants and Children 
Association’s program title and 
affiliation. The article has been 
updated with the correct title. 
The Daily Tar Heel apologizes 
for the error.

• In the Wednesday, April 20, 2022 
print edition of The Daily Tar 
Heel, in a story titled “Disabled 
and low-income residents raise 
Chapel Hill parking accessibility 
concerns,” an earlier version 
of this article misquoted 
Dwight Bassett, the director of 
economic development and 
parking services for the Town of 
Chapel Hill. In his quote, he said 
vitality, not volatility. The Daily 
Tar Heel apologizes for this error.

On Wednesday, spring classes come to an end for 
UNC students and seniors will graduate from the 
University in 11 days.

As the semester wrapped up, Editor-in-Chief 
Praveena Somasundaram spoke with Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz about the triumphs and 
challenges of the academic year, concerns focusing 
on mental health and transparency, and what UNC 
has in store for next year.

This interview has been edited for brevity 
and clarity.

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: We’re nearing the end of another 
year that has seen many ups and downs. Could 
you offer some reflection on the past year at UNC? 

Kevin Guskiewicz: We’ve met the challenges that 
we faced this year, and I’m really proud of the 
resilience that I see from everyone on our campus 
and the commitment that everyone’s put forward to 
help us respond in a positive way to the pandemic. 
And this class of 2022 has been through a lot, and 
so I’m very excited about that sea of Carolina blue 
caps and gowns that we will see out there on Kenan 
Stadium here just three weeks from now. I think I 
mentioned this to you earlier in the semester, when 
you asked me what I was most looking forward to 
— it was that, to get to May 8 for this class.

DTH: One of the biggest challenges this year that’s 
been a topic of campus conversation has been 
mental health. There have been some initiatives 
from UNC, but are there any upcoming plans to 
address other concerns from the community about 
mental health support and making the University 
a more welcoming place? 

KG: We’re continuing to work hard at creating 
a culture of care and compassion at Carolina. 
We’re continuing the pilot program launched in 
October of this past year to provide additional 
telehealth therapy options for students in a 
partnership with Uwill. It’s allowed (Counseling 
and Psychological Services) to eliminate the 
waitlist that we were beginning to experience 
for brief therapy and also connect students with 
a therapist as quickly as they possibly can. We’re 
going to continue to have the seminar series, that 
was one of the outcomes from the Mental Health 
Summit that we had on Nov. 15. 

DTH: One of the structural changes we’ve seen 
recently has been wellness days being incorporated 
into the academic calendar. Will those stay? Are 
there going to be other structural changes like that 
integrated into the next year? 

KG: I think they were a big success this year. 
With next year’s academic calendar, we built 
in additional ones, and from everything we’re 

hearing, the students have used them wisely. The 
faculty have expressed interest in keeping them in 
the academic calendar, so I think future academic 
calendars will keep those wellness days.

I don’t know of other structural changes other than 
the seminar series that is going to continue to take 
place as a result of the Mental Health Summit. 

DTH: This semester has seen a lot of changes 
regarding COVID-19, in terms of course modes 
and masking guidelines. Can you talk about what 
the University is still tracking when it comes to 
coronavirus and what next semester will look like?

KG: We’re continuing to work closely with our 
infectious disease public health experts. Campus 
Health continues to track the number of positive 
cases through the health clinics, and we talk regularly 
with Orange County Health Department to see if 
there are trends in the local community that need 
to be considered. We will see how things go over the 
summer, but I don’t anticipate major change.

DTH: Over the past year, there have been concerns 
about research and transparency at the University 
with recent events like Terry Magnuson’s 
resignation and the inquiry into emails and hard-
drive backups of journalism school faculty. What 
are your thoughts on these concerns and what 
the University can do to help faculty and staff feel 
more comfortable and confident on campus? 

KG:  Our strategic plan, the first strategic initiative 
in there to build our community together and 
to be able to do that we have to be sure that 
we build the trust that’s necessary to build that 
community together. We will continue to be open 
and transparent and value shared governance. I’ve 
said repeatedly that we have to have a partnership 
that values shared governance. I think if COVID’s 
taught us anything, it’s that we have to bring all 
voices to the table as we’re making decisions. 

DTH: In terms of diversity, equity and inclusion 
and bringing voices to the table, what are the 
University and administration planning to do 
moving forward to reckon with this past of slavery 
and racism at UNC? 

KG: The History, Race and a Way Forward commission 
was one of the first commissions that I formed back 
three years ago in my first few months as chancellor. 
I’m really proud of the work that that commission 
has conducted. And while some might suggest that 
the actions following their recommendations have 
been slow to take form, I remain committed to it. 
We’ve put two new names on buildings recently and 
I anticipate that there will be more to come and that’s 
really important. 

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: What are your goals for UNC as 
chancellor next year? 

KG: I’m excited about, obviously, celebrating this class 
of 2022, but it won’t be long before we’ll be getting 
ready for the start of the fall semester. I’m really excited 
about our innovation hub downtown. It’s going to 
allow students to have access to our incubators and 
our entrepreneurs to come to town and want to be 
part of this vibrant campus community.

We have received a million dollar award, it’s going 
to be called the Kessler Scholars Program, and this 
is an American Talent Initiative. We will be one of 
10 American Talent Initiative members. It’s going 
to fund 20 students per year. It’s sort of part of 
our commitment to affordability and accessibility 
for students who are on their way to Carolina. So 
this is our new Kessler Scholars initiative. We’ll be 
ramping that up in the fall.

And then I think the last thing is our new IDEAS 
in Action general education curriculum. This 
incoming class will be the first to enroll into 
Carolina with that new requirement. I think 
it’s going to teach them to enter their Carolina 
experience being more curious than ever. Those 
are three things that I touched on that will be new 
and exciting coming this fall.

Twitter: @praveenavsoma
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is an 8 — Get inspiration 
from friends. Share your great 
ideas. You’re getting stronger. 
Review personal plans and adapt 
to shifting circumstances. Discuss 
what you see possible.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is a 7 — Review plans. 
Slow to recharge and reorganize. 
Articulate a long-term vision 
that motivates and inspires. 
Strategize for growth. Align your 
schedule for new possibilities. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 — Enjoy nostalgia 
with old friends. Share respect 
for team traditions and history. 
Talk about new plans and visions. 
Social connections lead to 
interesting opportunities.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 — Review 
professional plans. Talk about 
interesting career possibilities. 
Grow in a fun and lucrative 
direction. Deepen your roots. 
Make decisions. Choose for the 
future. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 — Go over the 
itinerary again. Discuss plans and 
possibilities. Study options and 
choose the strongest. Expand 
your boundaries. Explore new 
terrain. Discover unexpected 
treasure. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 — Review 
investments, retirement plans 
and shared financial strategies. 
Talk about ways to maximize 
growth. Take advantage of 
positive conditions. Collaborate 
for common gain.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 — Reconnect with 
your partner. Support each other 
with shared responsibilities. 
Adapt around recent changes. 
Discuss plans, passions and 
dreams. Learn from a master.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 — Relax and 
reassess your technique and 
physical strategies. Refine 
routines to grow strength, 
vitality and endurance. 

Sagittarius (NOV. 22-
DEC.21)
Today is an 8 — Romantic 
dreams can come true. Review 
and reassess what you thought 
you wanted. Discuss what you’ve 
learned from the past. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 7 — Share family 
traditions, rituals and stories. 
New domestic possibilities arise 
in conversation. Review the past 
and speculate about the future. 
Invest in energy conservation. 
Review the past and speculate. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Today is an 8 — Edit and refine 
your ideas. Writing projects 
develop into something 
interesting. Creativity sparkles. 
Connect with a wider audience. 
Share your views, resources and 
experiences.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 — Pursue lucrative 
opportunities. Build on what 
you’ve learned. Discover new 
market potential. Develop 
strategic financial plans. 

HOROSCOPES If  April 27th
is Your Birthday...

You’re especially lucky professionally this year. Advance boldly with thorough 
preparation and practice. Take charge for victory this spring, before summer 
changes affect your partnership. Autumn romance inspires your collaboration, 
leading to a personal redirection next winter. Your excellent work is gaining 
respect.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.

(c) 2019 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. Linda Black Horoscopes

Wake up to 
breaking news, 

happening 
events and 

a bit of daily 
humor

Delivered right to your inbox every morning! Sign up at 
dailytarheel.com

Today’s crossword was 
created by Liam Furlong. 
Liam is a first-year student 
majoring in business and 
comparative literature. 
He is from Wilmington, 
Delaware.

Across
1 Sign of disuse 
7 Zeus, for one 
10 Namesake behind Chinese chicken chain 
13 Poison type used in deadly darts 
14 ‘Out-of-body experience,’ abbr. 
15 She/___ pronouns 
16 Pope preceding John Paul I 
17 The fourth and first “Star Wars” episodes 
19 Relay portion 
20 Silly mouse in Disney’s “Cinderella” 
21 Prefix before ‘-matic’ and ‘-biography’ 
22 Church community 
25 Othello: “_ ____, Cassio!” 
27 Venue that becomes more specific with 
an added letter 
28 Land measure 
30 Jewish ceremony that’s a ‘cut’ above the 
rest 
33 Italian cheese variety, slangily 
34 FIFA champ and UNC alumni Hamm 
35 Current Commander-in-Chief 
37 Newsworthy virus from 2013 to 2016 
39 Snapchat, for one 
41 Character-audience interaction 
42 Goes on some Carowinds attractions, say 
43 Gardening tool 
45 “Hamilton” actor Leslie 
46 One penny 
47 Enemies 
48 Eighty-one’s square root 
49 Maker of Pulsar toothbrushes 
51 Staccato-sounding breath mint 
53 Pro’s opposite 
56 US Trade Representative Katherine 
57 ___ Kosh B’Gosh (children’s clothing 
store) 
58 Birthplace of Warren Buffet, Kool-Aid, 
and Arbor Day 
60 Seattle Sounders midfielder Lamar 
64 “’___ the season!” 
65 Perceive 
66 Pants measurement 
67 British supergroup Emerson, Lake, and 
Palmer, abbr. 
68 Possesses 
69 Original musical pacing 

Down
1 Sporty hat 
2 Anime art style hidden in ‘mission accom-
plished’ 
3 AC power unit 
4 FL astronaut on the Columbia’s first oper-
ational flight 
5 Overhanging roof parts 
6 Early LDS Church leader Young 
7 Skinny-dip, perhaps 
8 Clinically overweight 
9 Morning moisture 
10 Word beginning seven of ten Command-
ments 
11 Sapphire birth month, abbr. 
12 Cream filled cookie 
17 Fear many felt when leaving quarantine, 
perhaps 
18 Josh Swickard’s “General Hospital” 
character 
22 Dunder Mifflin product 
23 Language spoken in Marrakech 
24 Went on some Carowinds attractions 
again, say 
26 “Mamma Mia” pop group 
29 American intelligence bureau 
31 Might be said after completing this 
puzzle 
32 City in central Arizona 
36 “Bundy: An American Icon” lead Corin 
38 ConnectCarolina’s astrology abbreviation 
40 Poet who writes nevermore, nevermore 
44 Eastern European country 
47 Cereal shape 
50 Like commercial fishermen 
52 Mailed by me 
53 Initial poker bet 
54 “How I Met Your Mother” star Harris 
55 Baking measurement 
59 Sooty remains 
61 “Carolina, priceless ___” 
62 Seat Santa offers to children 
63 Not-quite-goth fashion style
 

“Tall Order” 
Clues
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Team rallies after Craft’s cancer diagnosis
FOOTBALL | SPRING

An overpowering sense 
of unity has emerged in 

the locker room
By Shelby Swanson

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

New energy emerges, but old questions remain

DTH FILE/ABIGAIL PITTMAN
Sophomore tight end Bryson Nesbit (18) goes for a catch on Saturday, April 
9, at the UNC spring football game.

For North Carolina football, it 

truly felt like a season of new life 
would approach as spring practice 
wrapped up on April 19.

The program, once inflated 
with so much hype, is abound with 
change following a disappointing 6-7 
campaign last year.

The departure of three-year starter 
Sam Howell for the NFL has opened 
the door for the team’s first quarterback 

battle since head coach Mack Brown 
returned in 2019. In addition, the 
team is bringing in a highly-ranked 
recruiting class and a solid group of 
transfers, as well as former defensive 
coordinator Gene Chizik as an assistant 
head coach for defense.

After an Orange Bowl berth in 2021 
seemed to promise great things ahead, 
UNC was hampered by defensive 
hiccups and a battered offensive line.

The theme of the spring, according 
to Brown, was consistency.

“This spring, we had a consistent, 
disciplined football team that 
competed every day, and they had 
better discipline,” Brown said.

Consistency is not an easy goal for 
a team with an overwhelming sense of 
newness on both sides of the ball, as 
Chizik and offensive coordinator Phil 
Longo both corroborated following the 
final spring practice last week.

Chizik’s  primary goals this 
offseason were to nail down the 
fundamentals and improve the 
communication in the secondary.

“  We have to be able to just take 

our talent, make sure they’re in the 
right spots, make sure there’s no 
confusion and let them play,” he said. 
“So that’s where we’ll start.”

The defense was missing some 
key pieces, notably senior defensive 
lineman Tomari Fox, who was 
suspended for the regular season 
for using a banned substance. 
Brown announced that the NCAA 
denied Fox’s appeal, but said he 
would still be available to practice 
with the program next season.

Two more defensive standouts, 
graduate lineman Ray Vohasek and 
junior defensive back Ja’Qurious 
Conley, both missed spring practice 
as they dealt with injuries. Brown 
said he expects Vohasek to be back 
“100 percent” in the fall, but said 
Conley could be limited going into 
fall camp.

Conversely, the offense was mostly 
healthy this spring. Longo didn’t 
hold back his excitement over the 
prospect of coaching a new group of 
quarterbacks next season.

He confirmed that redshirt first-

year Drake Maye and sophomore 
Jacolby Criswell were the two 
players competing for the open spot 
behind center.

“There was a little bit of an edge 
to the spring ball that I think we 
lacked last year,” Longo said. “And 
there was a little bit of fun to the 
spring because we have some young 
players at some key positions, 
particularly at quarterback.”

The team hopes to help the 
quarterback position out next year by 
bolstering an offensive line that was 
largely unsuccessful at protecting 
Howell last season. In March, 
Brown hired a new offensive line 
coach in 34-year coaching veteran 
Jack Bicknell Jr. He also brought 
in Harvard offensive tackle Spencer 
Rolland and Miami center Corey 
Gaynor through the transfer portal.

“(Our focus was) fewer sacks, 
fewer tackles for loss. We had too 
many penalties,” Brown said. “All of 
those were better this spring.”

The focus for the team 
this offseason was 

consistency
By Lucas Thomae

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @LucasThomae

FIELD HOCKEY

Erin Matson is no stranger to 
Karen Shelton Stadium.

The senior forward holds the 
all-time scoring record for North 
Carolina field hockey and has spent 
countless hours practicing and 
competing on her home turf, where 
she helped lead UNC to NCAA titles 
in each of her first three seasons.

But things couldn’t have felt more 
surreal when Matson, alongside four 
other Tar Heels, walked onto the 
field to compete at the international 
level as members of the U.S. 
National Team last weekend.

“I just took a couple seconds and 

was like ‘Damn, we are lucky. I’m 
very lucky,’” Matson said.

Team USA played Team England 
in a pair of International Hockey 
Federation pro matches, dropping 
the first game, 3-1, and the second 
after a 3-1 shootout.

The past, present and future of 
UNC field hockey were on full display, 
as Matson, alum midfielder Lauren 
Moyer, incoming first-year striker 
Ashley Sessa, senior defender Cassie 
Sumfest and junior midfielder Paityn 
Wirth all saw in-game action.

Matson shined for Team USA, 
scoring the team’s lone goal on 
Saturday and being the only USA 
player to convert during Sunday’s 
penalty shootout.

Matson, Sumfest and Wirth have 
extensive experience in the team’s home 
stadium. But Moyer, who graduated in 
2017, had never played there before.

The forward’s entire collegiate career 
was spent at Francis E. Henry Stadium, 

which was demolished in 2017 to build 
the new venue. In her senior year, 
Moyer put together one of the top 
offensive seasons in program history, 
notching 24 goals and leading the Tar 
Heels to the NCAA championship 
game, where they fell to Delaware.

“I never thought I’d really have 
the opportunity to play on this field,” 
Moyer said. “To get the chance to 
play on KSS is really special.”

Moyer mentioned the “special 
connection” she shares with other 
Tar Heels on Team USA, adding that 
forming relationships with alumni was 
something she too experienced upon 
entering the professional ranks.

“I think that I gravitate towards 
any fellow Tar Heel,” she said. “I 
come back and I watch them a ton, 
and it’s kind of like an unspoken 
connection that you have when they 
come to the national team. There 
were so many girls that did that for 
me that were Tar Heels.”

UNC standouts compete on international stage

Twitter: @danielhwei

DTH FILE/CAROLINE BITTENBENDER
UNC wide receiver Tylee Craft is honored at the Spring Game on Saturday, 
April 9. The game was dedicated to Craft, who has recently been diagnosed 
with cancer.

One call.
After countless heating pads, 

numerous muscle relaxers, and 
unrelenting treatment sessions.

After the back spasms became so 
unbearable that junior wide receiver 
Tylee Craft could no longer push 
through practice or attend his classes.

Even after Craft collapsed in the 
Kenan Football Center elevator, and 
had to be carried to the training 
room by defensive line coach Tim 
Cross and teammate Eli Sutton.

For weeks, Craft’s back pain was still 
being treated as just that — back pain.

But for September Craft, all it took 
was one call to realize something was 
seriously wrong with her son, Tylee.

Wrong enough for her to leave her 
house that same night in mid-March 
and make the 3.5-hour drive to be by 
her son’s side.

It was her voice, her sobs that 
awoke Tylee Craft in the middle of 
the night to his unexpected diagnosis 
— a rare form of lung cancer.

“I wasn’t really thinking about it 
at the moment,” Tylee Craft said. “It 

just felt unreal.”
Despite the shock and worry 

the team has rallied around Craft, 
dedicating this year’s spring game to 
him. To them, it’s not a matter of if, but 
when he will rejoin his teammates — 
his family — on the field.

‘We’re there for him’

Shortly after Craft’s diagnosis, 
assistant coach Lonnie Galloway held 
a position meeting to break the news 
to the wide receiver unit. 

“It was tough,” Galloway said. “It 
makes them all think, ‘What are you 
dealing with when you’re thinking 
about what Tylee’s going through?’ 
It shook them up to understand that 
this game can get taken away from 
you like that.”

While the news was a complete 
shock, and the steps forward were 
uncertain, the team was sure about 
one thing: They would be there for 
Craft every step of the way. 

Galloway drives dinners to the 
SECU Family House where Craft is 
currently staying. His teammates 
and friends text and call him to 
check in, or just berate his favorite 
NBA team, the Miami Heat. Online, 
#TyleeStrong quickly emerged and 
was shared across social media 
platforms by teammates and official 
UNC football accounts.

When it came time for the annual 

spring game, there was a collective 
understanding that it should bear 
Craft’s name.

“It’s only right that we dedicate it to 
him. It was a great feeling for everybody, 
and it inspired us even more to go out 
there,” senior wide receiver Antoine 
Green said.

The #TyleeStrong Spring Football 
Game, held on April 9, was a 
celebration of the football team’s 
spring session of practices ahead of 
the 2022 season.

After having a port — a vein-
access device used to administer 
chemotherapy treatments — put in 
the day before the game, Craft wasn’t 
sure he’d feel well enough to attend. 
But there he was that Saturday 
afternoon, walking across Kenan 
Stadium, beaming from ear to ear. 

With a count of “Family on 
me, 1-2-3,” Craft broke down the 
pregame huddle, and the game was 
officially underway.

“I was just happy to be there and 
definitely happy to watch the team 
compete and put on a show for the 
fans that have been waiting to see 
them,” Craft said. “So it just felt good 
to actually see some fans, see some 
friends, see some family and be around 
the team pretty much that whole day.”

‘They’re seeing me fighting’

Craft is waiting for his next checkup 

and round of scans in early May. 
From there, the medical team at UNC 
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer 
Center will reevaluate his treatment 
and determine next steps.

In the meantime, he’s looking 
forward to waking up early and 
going to practice, which has been 
reduced to just three times a week. 
Craft’s continued impact on the team 
remains undisputed.

“The effort they’ve been putting 
in, they’ve probably been thinking 
about me,” he said. “They’re seeing 
me fighting and going through my 
battles, they’re going to keep fighting 
and going through their battles on and 

off the field.”
Described by close friends as an 

“oldhead,” Craft’s wise-beyond-his-
years frame of mind is both inspiring 
his teammates from the sidelines and 
shaping his day-by-day fight. 

“It was natural just to try to think 
positive, and I knew I had to think 
positive and set goals for myself to look 
for and to get to down the line,” Craft 
said. “So I can beat this and not just 
get caught up in the moment and feel 
sorry for myself and ‘Why me?’ — I’m 
just staying positive and rolling with 
the punches that I was thrown.”

Twitter: @shelbymswanson

Five Tar Heels played as 
members of Team USA 

against England
By Daniel Wei

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Matson elaborated on the pipeline 
to professional field hockey, noting 
that the bonds she formed with former 
Tar Heels influenced her decision to 
commit to UNC.

S he  a l so  spoke  about  the 
differences between collegiate and 
professional play.

“It’s definitely a faster game,” 
Matson said. “It’s more physical. You 
just need to be quicker on your feet, 
but also quicker with decision making 
and quicker getting your shot off.”

But in the presence of the nation’s 
best players — including those that have 
also been trained by the winningest 
coach in NCAA field hockey history — 
Matson enjoyed every second.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Matson said. 
“When you have people around you 
pushing you and playing faster, it’s 
easier to adapt and fit right in. I love it. 
It felt great again to be back out there.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF USA FIELD HOCKEY/
MARK PALCZEWSKI

Midfielder Erin Matson celebrates 
with her teammates during a game 
against England at Karen Shelton 
Stadium on Saturday, April 24.
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Make Duke part of your story
Apply for Duke Summer Session and add a
unique and enriching experience to your
resume. Spend the summer immersing yourself
in opportunities that propel you forward and
distinguish you from the crowd. Get ahead in
your studies, discover a new subject,  or get your
first academic college experience. 

With online and in-person offerings, you can
make Duke yours from anywhere. 

Experience 
summer down

Tobacco Road

Term 1: May 11-June 23
Term 2: June 27-August 7

Apply or learn more at,
SummerSession.duke.edu

Applications are still  open
for high school and visiting
college students.

By Annie Ham
Staff Writer

elevate@dailytarheel.com

The two started Sani to 
increase accessibility for 

South Asian clothing

Twitter: @annie_truluck

After two sisters had a frustrating 
experience while shopping for outfits 
to wear to an Indian wedding, the 
duo decided to create their own 
fashion company.

Also known as the Sani sisters, 
UNC alumna Niki and her sister 
Ritika Shamdasani, an N.C. State 
fashion development and product 
management student, are the 
co-founders of “Sani,” a South Asian-
inspired fashion company.

I n  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  t h e i r 
brand, the duo from Fayetteville 
recognized the need for increased 
accessibility for traditional South 
Asian clothing.

“We ended up scrambling, getting 
our outfits together for this wedding, 
but then afterwards started to talk 
to our family and friends,” Niki 
Shamdasani said. “We were like, 
what did we miss? Why was this so 
hard? What is this store we don’t 
know about?”

T he  s i s ters  began  making 
clothing for their friends and family 
for fun. Eventually, their project 
turned into a start-up business in 
2020, with Sani’s launch through 
Rent the Runway — an online 

clothing rental service.
However, two weeks after the 

launch, the pandemic began.
“As a company that went into 

( the  pandemic)  formal-wear 
focused, you can imagine that’s 
not a product people cared about 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,”  N i k i 
Shamdasani said. 

Shortly after,  she said, the 
company created a TikTok account 
and began to grow its following by 
posting its clothes.

That was the moment when 
the two sisters realized the full 
potential of their business. They 
began to see their company as a way 
to promote cultural appreciation 
and bring South Asian fashion into 
the mainstream.

“It expanded our vision for 
what the brand could be,” Niki 
Shamdasani said.

Sani now offers a variety of 
clothing, from loungewear to 
customized formal outfits — with 
more styles to come.

However, the bigger mission 
of the company is to create an 
inclusive environment to celebrate 
S o u t h  A s i a n  c u l t u r e ,  R i t i k a 
Shamdasani said.

Today, Sani offers online shopping, 
as well as pop-up events throughout 
the year. The business has held pop-
ups all over the East Coast, including 
in Washington, D.C., Georgia and 
North Carolina.

“I think what’s really great about 
(pop-ups) is that you never know 

who you’re going to meet and the 
serendipitous relationships that can 
come from these kinds of things,” 
Ritika Shamdasani said.

From ideas about creating pop-
ups that mimic an Indian wedding 
to expanding their selection to more 
informal, everyday clothing — the 
sisters are constantly working to 
expand their business. 

Tanya Slehria, friend of the 
sisters and former social media 
intern for the business, said that 
the duo’s sense of creativity and 

passion is an inspiration to those 
around them. 

“The biggest inspiration was just 
how big of entrepreneurs they are,” 
Slehria said. “Seeing two such young 
women being able to pave their 
own way like that and really ideate, 
and just come up with such unique 
business practices and really just 
putting themselves out there, I think 
that was the biggest inspiration.”

The sisters have an optimistic 
vision and hope for the future of 
Sani. Whether it’s TikTok videos, 

red carpet events, TV shows or 
in-person pop-ups, the duo wants 
to continue to create colorful 
fashion and promote South Asian 
culture in every way possible, Ritika 
Shamdasani said.

“We are, again, meeting customers 
where they are,” Niki Shamdasani 
said. “Lots of online and offline 
ways of world-building and creating 
experiences around our culture that 
bring people into it.”

“Seeing two such young women being able to 
pave their own way ... I think that was the biggest 

inspiration.” 
Tanya Slehria

Former social media intern for Sani

Sisters create South Asian fashion company

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANI SISTERS
UNC alumna Niki and her sister, an N.C. State University fashion development and product management student 
Ritika Shamdasani are the co-founders of “Sani,” a South Asian-inspired fashion company.
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Occaneechi Tribe replica village rededicated

DTH/SAMUEL LONG
Vickie Jeffries, tribal administrator and treasurer, speaks at the Occaneechi 
Replica Village rededication event on Saturday, April 23.

On Saturday, the Occaneechi Band 

of the Saponi Nation celebrated the 
rededication of the Occaneechi 
replica village in Hillsborough.

Located along the Riverwalk, 
the site is a reconstruction of a 17th 
century Occaneechi village and is 
near where the tribe had a village 
300 years ago, according to the Visit 
Hillsborough website.

Members of the Occaneechi 

Band of the Saponi Nation began 
construction of the replica village 
in the late 1990s, led by John 
“Blackfeather” Jeffries.

However, it fell into disuse and 
was eventually taken down due to 
the difficulty of upkeep at the site.

Tribal members have been working 
for over five years to complete the 
reconstruction of the replica village, 
alongside community volunteers, 
town and county staff and the 
Alliance for Historic Hillsborough.

Multiple ati (huts) were built 
along with a fire pit, cooking table 
and a work arbor.

The rededication was sponsored 
by Orange County, the Alliance 
for Historic Hillsborough and the 
Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation.

Tribal members spoke about the 
history and importance of the town 
during the ceremony.

William “Tony” Hayes, tribal 
chairperson for the Occaneechi 
Band of the Saponi Nation, said the 
replica village shows the significance 
of the partnership between the 
Occaneechi tribe, Orange County 
government and the Alliance for 
Historic Hillsborough.

“We’re really thrilled and really 

looking forward to what we’re going 
to be able to accomplish in the future 
as partner organizations,” Hayes said.

He said that the members of 
the Occaneechi tribe in attendance 
were proud and excited about the 
authenticity and genuine, positive 
attitude toward the rededication event.

Occaneechi historian and tribe 
member Lawrence Dunmore said 
that acknowledging the tribe’s history 
is important for understanding the 
history of Hillsborough area.

“When you’re walking into that 
village, and past the palisade, you’re 
actually getting a picture of what life 
may have been like if you had been 
traveling in 1701,” Dunmore said.

During the event, he answered 
questions about Occaneechi history 
and gave his perspective on activities 
taking place at the event.

The site of the replica village was 
excavated in 1996 by anthropologists 
and archaeologists from UNC.

Dunmore said the replica village 
site was a product of decades of 
archeological work done mainly by the 
University. However, the Occaneechi 
Tribe was closely involved throughout 
the reconstruction process.

“It was a cooperative arrangement, 

which I  think was  mutual ly 
beneficial to all parties as a way to 
preserve the rich history and culture 
which occurred there in that area,” 
Dunmore said.

Sarah Sandbeck,  executive 
director of the Alliance for Historic 
Hillsborough, said the replica village 
provides an opportunity to tell the 
true story of the Occaneechi Tribe 
and the Indigenous people that have 
resided and do reside in Hillsborough.

“I feel so honored to be able to 
be a part this project, to be a part of 
something as significant as this is,” 
she said.

Dunmore said the rededication was 
a great educational opportunity for 
Hillsborough community members.

He said that not many residents 
are aware of Native people in the 
North Carolina area.

Beverly Payne, a member of the 
Tribal Council of the Occaneechi Band 
of the Saponi Nation, said she’s hoping 
the village replica will help show the 
true history of Indigenous people.

“It’s just about claiming our spot 
in Hillsborough, that is, you know, 
our spot,” Payne said.

The site is near where 
the tribe’s village was 
located 300 years ago

By Samuel Long
Senior Writer

city@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @sam_long16 

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

CDC data shows decline in mental health of adolescents

Content warning :  This article 
contains mentions of suicide.

*
*
*
*
More than half of high school 

students who identify as LGBTQ+ 
reported experiences of  poor 
mental health during the COVID-
19 pandemic and quarantine, 
according to a recent survey from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

Among gay, lesbian or bisexual 
students, approximately 76 percent 
said they experienced persistent 
feelings of sadness or hopelessness 
from January to June of 2021. 

Erin Lee, an East Chapel Hill 
High School senior who identifies as 
a queer Korean American, said they 
have felt disconnected from their 
peers during the pandemic. 

Lee said this isolation negatively 
affected their mental  health. 
During this time, their only source 
of connection was the internet and 
social media.

“Speaking from the perspective 
of a queer person, it was hard to 
be removed from sources and 
communities that I had when I 
was at school or with my friends,” 
they said.

N’Zai Davis, a junior at East 
Chapel Hill High School who 
identifies as a bisexual and nonbinary 
African American, said the longevity 
of the pandemic worsened their 
mental health. 

Davis, who was a freshman at 
the start of the pandemic, is now a 
junior. And as the pandemic went 
on, Davis said they felt increasingly 
disconnected from their friends. 

“I was coming to terms with 
some things in my own personal 
life, so it was a great time for 
change as well as a hard time to 
get through because it felt like a 
lot of people were disconnected 
and it felt lonely,” they said. “It 
honestly just felt very lonely.”

‘A cry for help’

Lee’s and Davis’ experiences are 
not unique. The pandemic, and 
the isolation that came with it, 
drastically affected mental health 
among students.

“I know a lot of people that the 
pandemic was much harder than 
for me,” Davis said. “Some people 
were on the verge of doing things 
to themselves or to others that they 
can’t take back, and that’s horrible. 
I don’t wish that upon anybody.”

The CDC survey showed that 
37.1 percent of high school students 
experienced poor mental health 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Furthermore, 19.9 percent of 
students had seriously considered 
attempting suicide, and 9 percent 
had attempted suicide.

“These data echo a cry for help,” 
CDC Acting Principal Deputy 
Director Debra Houry said in 
a March 31 press release. “The 
COVID-19 pandemic has created 
traumatic stressors that have the 
potential to further erode students’ 
mental wellbeing.”

Minority communities were 
more at risk of facing mental 
health issues, according to the 
data presented in the survey. 

High school  s tudents  who 
identified as gay, lesbian and bisexual 
also had the highest rates of suicidal 
thoughts and behaviors. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y,  a b o u t  o n e  i n 
four high school students who 
identify as gay, lesbian or bisexual 
attempted suicide during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to the survey.

Nadia Charguia, an associate 

The pandemic’s negative 
effects were exacerbated 

for minority groups
By Emmy Martin

Assistant City & State Editor
elevate@dailytarheel.com

Twitter: @emmymrtin

professor and child psychiatrist 
with the UNC Department of 
Psychiatry,  said she has seen 
increased rates of suicide and 
suicidal thoughts, depression, 
anxie ty  and hospital izat ions 
among adolescents. 

These trends are even more 
apparent among members of 
minority populations, she said. 

“These groups of individuals 
and our adolescent community 
as a whole may not have the same 
access to support or resources, 
may be on the receiving end of a 
bias, are at more risk of violence 
due to being in a minority group,” 
Charguia said. 

According to the CDC press 
release, adolescent experiences 
with racism have been linked to 
poor mental health.

Multiracial students had higher 
percentages of suicidal thoughts 
than Black and Asian American 
students.  Among multiracial 
students, 25.6 percent reported 
having  ser ious ly  considered 
attempting suicide, and 12.3 percent 
attempted suicide. 

T h e  s u r v e y  a d d i t i o n a l l y 
found that  American Indian 
or Alaska Native students had 
the highest rates of attempted 
suicide compared to their peers 
of other ethnicities and racial 

backgrounds, at 20.1 percent. 
Lee said they saw an increase in 

violence against Asian Americans 
during the pandemic. From March 
19, 2020, to December 31, 2021, 
the coalition Stop AAPI Hate 
reported 10,905 hate incidents 
against  Asian American and 
Pacific Islander people.  

They said this violence has made 
them hyperaware about their own 
safety and place in society. 

“All over social media, graphic 
videos with people who like look 
like me getting attacked on the 
streets just because we look the 
way we do,” they said.

D a v i s  a d d e d  t h a t  r a c i a l 
injustices during the pandemic 
affected them, noting that the 
2021 United States Capitol attack 
harmed their mental health.

“Those events almost felt like 
I was in third person viewing it 
because of the pandemic, because 
it felt like there wasn’t anything 
I can do,” they said. “That’s one 
thing that, at least on the side 
of being an African American 
person, it just hurt. It did not 
feel great.”

Addressing the crisis

A s schools  re turn  to  pre-
pandemic policies, students are 

beginning to reconnect  with 
others at school.

Data shows that students who 
felt close to others had a lower 
prevalence of poor mental health 
during the pandemic. 

According to the survey, 28.4 
percent of  students who felt 
connected to others at school 
had poor mental health, while 
45.2 percent of students who did 
not feel connected reported poor 
mental health.  

Charguia said connection is an 
important step in addressing and 
overcoming mental health issues that 
were worsened by the pandemic. 

She said feeling connected and 
supported by a community is an 
important protective factor for high 
school students.

Kathleen A. Ethier, director of 
the CDC’s Division of Adolescent 
a n d  S c h o o l  He a l t h ,  e c h o e d 
this  sentiment,  emphasiz ing 
connection in schools in the March 
31 press release. 

“Students need our support 
now more than ever, whether by 
making sure that their schools are 
inclusive and safe or by providing 
opportunities to engage in their 
communities and be mentored by 
supportive adults,” Ethier wrote. 

“These groups of individuals and our adolescent 
community as a whole may not have the same access 
to support or resources, may be on the receiving end 
of a bias, are at more risk of violence due to being in 

a minority group.” 
Nadia Charguia

associate professor and child psychiatrist with the UNC Department of Psychiatry
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