
RISING FROM THE ASHES
After fizzling last year, UNC’s new young sparks aim to keep 
the rivalry’s old flame burning.
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Duke rivalry is a family affair for UNC’s legacies

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH REAVIS/UNC ATHLETICS.
K.J. Smith, a current redshirt senior, and Kenny Smith pictured together after UNC’s 116-67 win over Elon on Nov. 9, 2018.

By Macy Meyer
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

UNC head coach Roy Williams 
has said he never looks ahead when 
it comes to the men’s basketball 
schedule. He prepares for who his 
team is playing next, and that’s 
it — even when it comes to what 
most people regard as the greatest 
rivalry in college basketball. 

“I’m telling you the gospel truth, 
I have no freakin’ idea who we 
play next and I never look down 
the schedule,” he said at a press 
conference on Jan. 22.

Maybe the famous Duke-UNC 
rivalry game is the same old, same 
old for the longtime coach — but 
for the legacy players on the men’s 
basketball team, it’s a moment 
some of them have been thinking 
about for almost their entire lives.

It’s more than just a date circled 
on the calendar. It’s more than just 
an event that will flood millions of 
TVs across the nation. It’s even 
more than taking part in a historic 
feud that dates back to the 1920s.

For legacy athletes ,  i t ’s  a 
family affair.

“Since I knew about Carolina 
and about my dad, I knew about the 
rivalry,” first-year guard Creighton 
Lebo said. “It was one of those 
games we definitely always had to 
watch. Our whole family would sit 
down and cheer on the Heels.”

On Saturday, Lebo will step 
onto the court in Cameron Indoor 
Stadium for the first time in his 
collegiate career, 32 years after his 
father, Jeff, graduated from UNC.

Lebo can’t even recall his first 
memory of the rivalry. It’s just 

always been part of the 6-foot-
1 point guard’s life — and it’s 
a game he’s been waiting for 
since he decided to attend UNC. 
While Lebo is preparing for 
the strangeness of a noiseless 
Cameron Indoor on Feb. 6, he still 
made sure to talk to his dad about 
what he should expect for his first 
experience against the nearby rival.  

“He said it was one of the most 
intense games he’s played in his 
whole entire career,” Lebo said. 
“Everyone was trying to win that 
game more than any game of the 
year. He loved playing in that 
atmosphere, loved playing in 
Cameron Indoor.”

For redshirt senior guard K.J. 
Smith, the Duke-UNC rivalry 
game is an exciting reminder of 
when his father etched his name 
into Smith Center history.

It was early January 1986 when 
the Blue Devils made the short 
trip from Durham, in what would 
be the first night two teams would 
ever face off in the historic arena. 
Kenny Smith had a special goal in 
mind going into the rivalry game: 
he wanted to score the first bucket 
in the Smith Center. 

While Kenny would eventually 
have to settle for notching the 
Smith Center’s first assist by 
feeding a pass to center Warren 
Martin — his first of many before 
he ultimately graduated from 
UNC as the school’s leader in 
career assists — he helped secure 
the win and his place among the 
memorable moments in both Tar 
Heel and Smith family history.

K . J.  a lways  watched the 
game with his dad throughout 
his childhood, calling plays and 

listening to anecdotes about 
former head coach Dean Smith 
and K.J.’s eventual head coach, 
Williams. But now, it’s K.J. who 
honors his father by wearing his 
same jersey number.

And it ’s  K. J.  who gets to 
reflect on the raw emotions and 
intensity that surrounded his 
first experience facing Duke in 
the Smith Center. Even though 
he never entered the game, the 

atmosphere of  the moment 
certainly wasn’t lost on him.

“Everything felt so surreal,” 
Smith said. “That first Carolina-
Duke game, I was just sweating 
through my suit. It gives me chills 
just thinking about it. The Smith 
Center with 22,000 people filled 
up, screaming and chanting. Those 
moments before the tip, you’re really 
like, ‘Wow, this is the biggest rivalry 
in sports, and I’m a part of it.’”

Cameron Indoor won’ t be 
rocking with fans or buzzing with 
the excitement of thousands of 
Cameron Crazies, nor will big-name 
personalities like former President 
Barack Obama and director Spike 
Lee grace the sidelines.

But there will still be two 
important onlookers for Lebo and 
Smith: their fathers.

Twitter: @macyemeyer

A LEGACY OF RIVALRY



Fans searching for rivalry hype amid COVID-19

DTH/MORGAN PIROZZI
Franklin St. as pictured on Feb. 1, 2021. With COVID concerns, UNC students are warned not to rush.

DTH FILE/BARRON NORTHRUP
UNC students rush Franklin Street after UNC defeated Duke on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019. 

By Hunter Nelson
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Packed bars, a loaded Franklin Street and 
21,750 fans jumping around are common 
staples of the UNC-Duke rivalry. And although 
excitement still fills the Chapel Hill air, COVID-
19 restrictions have made this year’s rendition 
of the rivalry game feel bittersweet for some.

By this point in the season, first-year 
students have had to get creative with how they 
engage with other fans. Hawley Bronson from 
Chicago holds “two-second” conversations with 
fans on Franklin Street, while Yousuf Al Naseri 
from Salisbury, Maryland, opts for chatter on 
Tar Heel social media accounts.

But as any first-year will tell you, that first 
Duke game stands above the rest. It’s a game that 
students immediately mark on their calendars, 
serving as a rite of passage that welcomes them 
into the North Carolina community. 

With the lack of an authentic on-campus 
experience, though, some first-years have 
acknowledged the difficulties of getting fully 
acclimated with the rivalry and all of its lore.

“I actually grew up a Duke fan, so I feel like 
I don’t hate Duke as much as I would have if 
COVID wasn’t here,” Roshan Vridhachalam, 
a first-year from Cary, North Carolina, said.

While first-year students may be the 
victims of unfortunate circumstances, the 
same sentiment can be applied to this year’s 
senior class — as some are somber at the 
likely prospect of missing their last hurrah 
against the Blue Devils when the teams play 
in the Smith Center on March 6.

Phillip Choi, a senior from Charlotte, 
said he has bled Carolina blue since he was 
5 years old, so he vividly recalls spectating 
the rivalry for the first time in 2018. He was 
flooded with emotions when he made his way 
up near the rafters with a phase five ticket, 
which he still keeps, in hand.

“I almost started crying, man,” Choi said. 
“The place was electric, and I think nothing 
compares to that in terms of any sporting 
event I’ve been to.”

After the flu kept him home for the 
sophomore year bout, Choi came back the next 
season with the same excitement as before. It 
didn’t matter that the Tar Heels were on their 
way to a 14-19 overall record. Just being part 
of such a longstanding tradition was enough.

Now, with his last chance to be in the 
stands out of his control, Choi can only think 
about what could have been. 

Despite the emotional roller coaster many 
students are riding, the UNC community is 
trying to right the ship.

Some restaurants on Franklin Street are 
expecting moderate crowds that will adhere 
to the state’s safety guidelines, including Blue’s 
on Franklin, which opened in October. Andrew 
Young, the restaurant’s owner, is a former 
Tar Heel who operates his space in the same 

location where his father stopped for gas before 
heading to Kansas City to watch the team win 
its first national title in 1957.

It wouldn’t take long for Young to fall in love 
with UNC basketball, as some of his greatest 
childhood memories were attending games at 
Carmichael Arena with his father and siblings. 

When the two teams square off on Feb. 6, 
Young’s pulling out all the stops, including 
(wait for it) a Mike Krzyzewski dunking booth. 

This tactic, like others cropping up 
around Chapel Hill, aims to remind fans 
how special the rivalry remains — even 
during unusual times.  

“When I was in elementary school, the 
first two questions you’d ask somebody 
were, ‘What’s your name, and who do you 
root for,’” he said. “It’s truly been a blessing 
to everybody that lives around here that has 
gotten that experience.”

Twitter: @nelsonhunter_

Doherty, Haywood and the ‘lion’s den,’ 20 years later
By Ryan Wilcox

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

Weeks after being named the head 
coach of North Carolina basketball, 
Matt Doherty packed his bags.

Heading out on vacation in 
August 2000 — to Roy Williams’ 
South Carolina beach house, 
ironically enough — Doherty packed 
all the stuff you’d expect. Sunscreen. 
Flip-flops. Sunglasses. Everything 
necessary for a week of relaxation.

Except he also brought game tapes 
from the previous season, when 
the Tar Heels were coached by Bill 
Guthridge. He picked out his new 
team’s tendencies, how opponents 
sought to mitigate their strengths and 
exploit their weaknesses. 

Inevitably, there were two games 
he rewound more than any others: 
the Tar Heels’ last two matchups with 
Mike Krzyzewski and the Blue Devils. 

UNC lost them both.
“ Yo u r  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  t h e 

offseason, recruiting, style of play — 
you always have to think, ‘Can this 
work against Duke?’” Doherty told 
the DTH last month. 

Fast forward to Feb. 1, 2001, North 
Carolina’s first shot at revenge and 
Doherty’s first time in Cameron Indoor 
Stadium as a head coach. But Doherty 
and his players — Brendan Haywood, 
Jason Capel and Joseph Forte, among 
others — knew they were just the 
group to buck that trend. 

Twenty years later, the dramatic 
85-83 win is still the high-water mark 
of Doherty’s time coaching in Chapel 
Hill. The rest of his tenure unraveled 
quickly; an 8-20 record the following 
year helped make sure of that.

For one night, though, Doherty’s 
team sat on top of the college 
basketball world.

“I thought we were extremely 

together and we were tough,” Capel, 
UNC’s then-junior forward, said in 
a phone interview. “And those are 
two things you have to be to win in 
Cameron Indoor Stadium.”

Capel’s confidence wasn’t shared 
by all. Yes, North Carolina was the No. 
4 team in the country. But these are 
the Blue Devils, themselves ranked 
No. 2 nationally, we’re talking about. 
The team that was 5-0 in its last five 
tries against UNC.

More to the point, this is Cameron 
Indoor Stadium we’re talking about, a 
place where Carolina blue dreams go 
to die. “The lion’s den,” as Capel put it. 

“It always seems like any visiting 
team is going to the slaughterhouse,” 
Tim Crothers, who covered the game 
for Sports Illustrated, said.

Doherty was familiar with Cameron 
Indoor from his playing days, but 

something occurred to him walking 
onto the court this time. Yes, the 
building was loud, and yes, it was hot. 
But it was also tiny.

“It’s a small facility,” he said, “and 
that’s what I tried to tell the team: 
‘It’s just a big high school gym.’ Trying 
to minimalize it in their minds.”

Undaunted, North Carolina got 
off to a strong start, keeping the 
home crowd out of it and carrying a 
41-34 lead into halftime.

The Tar Heels shot 51 percent from 
the field in the first half to Duke’s 33 
percent. The UNC frontcourt had 
already tallied 25 points, while the 
duo of Carlos Boozer and Shane 
Battier had been held to three.

“Even then, though,” Crothers 
said, “you think there’s no way Duke 
isn’t going to make their run.”

They did. Battier 3-pointer, 

Jay Williams 3-pointer, Battier 
3-pointer. An 11-2 spurt soon after 
halftime sliced the lead to two, 
then Williams gave Duke the lead 
with a jumper at the 14:21 mark. 
That was about the time that Capel 
remembers the floor literally shaking 
underneath him. Now it was him and 
his teammates versus about 9,000 
people with blue paint on their faces.

“In Cameron, man, you can’t look 
over your shoulder,” he said. “Coach 
can’t help you.”

Here, though, is where Capel credits 
Doherty for putting the game in his 
players’ hands. For letting Forte, who 
finished with a team-high 24 points, 
get loose. For letting Capel do a little 
bit of everything. For letting Haywood 
control the paint on both ends.

“He prepared us, but he also got 
out of the way,” Capel said.

Five lead changes later, the Tar 
Heels had done enough to scrape 
together an 83-80 lead with seconds to 
play. Just one more stop meant a non-
upset upset over the No. 2 team in the 
country, the nation’s longest winning 
streak preserved and a huge rivalry 
win for a rookie Tar Heel head coach.

Oops.
Enter Duke sharpshooter Mike 

Dunleavy, who missed his first five 
3-point attempts of the game but 
found himself with an open look after 
a Williams pass downcourt. Bottom. 
83-83 with 9.3 seconds left, the 
formidable threat of overtime looming.

Instead, Haywood — a 51.6 
percent free-throw shooter that 
season — earned a dubious foul call 
that sent him to the line. The odds 
of him making both were closer to 
one in a hundred given the living, 
breathing nightmare that was the 
Cameron crowd.

Dribble. Dribble. Dribble. Pause.
Swish.
Dribble. Dribble. Dribble. Pause.
Swish.
Just 1.2 seconds of defense 

between the Tar Heels and a win. 
But if the wind were blowing 

a different direction in Cameron 
Indoor that night, it would’ve been 
a very, very different story.

Chris Duhon’s last-second heave 
clanked off the back rim, and Doherty 
gave a gracious shrug and strolled 
through the postgame handshake 
line as his players celebrated. 

Hard to imagine, for him and for 
others, that this would be the peak of 
his Tar Heel coaching career, a regular 
season win in his first year on the job.

Now, he’ ll always have that 
February night 20 years ago, when 
his team went into the lion’s den and 
came out unscathed. 

Twitter: @ryantwilcox
DTH ARCHIVE/EMILY SCHNURE

UNC sophomore Joseph Forte (40) tries to help Adam Boone guard Duke point guard Jason Williams (22)  in March 2001.
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Three keys to 2021’s first UNC-Duke matchup

DTH FILE/ANGELICA EDWARDS
Duke first-year guard Cassius Stanley (2) dunks the ball in Cameron 
Indoor Stadium on Saturday, March 7, 2020. UNC lost to Duke 89-76.

By Jared McMasters
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

It’s that special time of year again.
With the UNC-Duke game right 

around the corner, all bets will be off 
in the first matchup between these 
two teams since the pandemic halted 
sports last year. Ahead of the rivalry 
contest, check out these three facets 
of the game that could play a huge 
role in deciding a winner.

Watch out for Goldwire

It’s no secret that the Tar Heels 
have a turnover problem.

First-year point guard Caleb Love 
and others have cleaned things up a bit 
recently, but that hasn’t stopped North 
Carolina from falling to No. 268 in the 
nation in turnovers per game. And 
those numbers don’t bode well for a 
squad that hasn’t even caught wind of 
the toughest stretch of its schedule yet.

Against Duke on Feb. 6, first-year 
guard RJ Davis and Love will almost 
certainly have to spend a good chunk 
of the night matched up against Duke’s 

defensive stud Jordan Goldwire.
If the Tar Heels aren’t careful 

about protecting the rock, Goldwire, 
who already has 31 steals this season 
and swiped three from UNC in 
Duke’s overtime win in Chapel Hill 
last year, has the potential to make 
North Carolina pay for it.

Drawing fouls

One of the easiest paths to victory 
for North Carolina is to get the Blue 
Devils in foul trouble.

Duke averages 17.4 personal fouls 
per game and has had six players foul 
out in 13 games this season. The Blue 
Devils could be on the ropes if UNC 
uses its oversized frontcourt trio to 
pound the paint and draw contact.

If one of Duke’s stars, like Matthew 
Hurt or Jalen Johnson, finds themselves 
riding the bench out of precaution early, 
there aren’t many positive signs for the 
Blue Devils’ bench.

In Duke’s losses to Virginia Tech 
and Louisville, the Blue Devils 
managed just six and 10 bench 
points, respectively. In their losses 
to Illinois and Pitt, the bench put up 

huge numbers, but only because guys 
like Goldwire, Jaemyn Brakefield 
and Mark Williams earned a brief 
starting spot before they were quickly 
demoted to the sidelines for the rest of 
the games in favor of Jeremy Roach, 
Wendell Moore Jr. or Johnson.

Crash the offensive glass

The Tar Heels continue to exceed 
expectations when it comes to their 
dominant rebounding abilities. That 
shouldn’t change against a Duke 
roster that only has one player taller 
than 6-foot-9.

Although UNC doesn’t shoot the 
ball particularly well, especially from 
beyond the arc, the Tar Heels haul in 
15.1 offensive boards a game, good 
for No. 2 in the country. Meanwhile, 
the Blue Devils only gobble up 25.1 
defensive rebounds per contest, 
which puts them in the bottom half 
of teams in the nation.

If first-year guard Kerwin Walton, 
Davis or Love go cold and can’t find 
their shooting touch in Cameron 
Indoor Stadium, Tar Heel fans can 
find solace in the fact that Armando 

Bacot or Day’Ron Sharpe have good 
odds of getting a shot at some second 
chance points against an undersized 
Hurt or Johnson.

Against Duke, UNC’s missed shots 
may turn out to be its most beneficial.

Twitter: @McMastersJ

The reality of UNC-Duke basketball during COVID-19

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

They were always there.
There, when an eight-point 

deficit vanished in 17 seconds. 
There, when a half-court buzzer-
b e at e r  d e t e r m i n e d  t h at  o n e 
overtime just wouldn’ t cut it. 
There, when a 3-pointer over the 
outstretched arms of a 7-footer 
silenced a Dean E. Smith Center 
crowd. There for a countless 
number  of  dunks ,  fu l l -cour t 
presses, mid-range pull-up twos 
and no-that-screen-won’t-work-
let-me-pull-the-ball-back-out-and-
reset-the-offenses.

They’ve been there, so far, for 
every moment. But not this year.

Fans have always been the 
crucial  third character in the 
drama that is North Carolina-
D u k e  m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l .  I n 
Durham, the Cameron Crazies 
who camp out for weeks for the 
right to paint their face blue and 
scream at other kids their age 
who live 10 miles down the road. 
In Chapel Hill, the so-called wine 
and cheese crowd that — believe 
it or not — still gets pretty loud in 
the run-up to a close finish.

B u t  t h a n k s  t o  C O V I D -1 9 , 
there will be no one in the stands 
on Saturday  when Cascada ’s 
“Everytime We Touch” is blaring 
through the Cameron Indoor 
Stadium speakers. Odds aren’t 
great for the rematch a month 
later,  when House  o f  Pa in’s 
“Jump Around” is reverberating 
throughout the Dean E. Smith 
Center. It begs the question: What’s 
a UNC-Duke basketballl game 
without a crowd to there to actually 
watch it?

Granted, if there were a time to 
hold a UNC-Duke game without 
fans, this season would probably 
be it. Saturday could mark the first 
time the two teams will face off as 
unranked opponents since — wait 

for it — Feb. 27, 1960.
North Carolina is, at the time 

of publication, 11-6 and working 
through the trials and tribulations 
of a young backcourt. Duke is a 
middling 7-6 thanks to COVID-19 
cancellations and a roster that’s 
less talented than usual. Neither 
team has (real ist ic)  national 
championship aspirations — the 
Blue Devils would be happy to 
make the NCAA Tournament. 
That means all there is to play 
for for these two teams is pride, 
a not inconsiderable notion given 
the rivalry but considerably lower 
stakes than the norm.

Still, it would feel impossible 
to grasp the full enormity of the 
moments mentioned above — the 
Walter Davis-led comeback in 
1974, the Jeff Capel heave to set 
up double overtime in 1995, the 
Austin Rivers game-winner in 2012 

— without the thousands of people 
who reacted to those moments in 
real time. Not to mention the wide-
eyed, after-the-fact accounts of 
just how awesome (or tragic) those 
moments were.

Those are the things that keep 
rivalries, or any traditions, alive 
and kicking.

Let’s say one of this year’s UNC-
Duke games is an instant classic, 
with Andrew Platek’s 35 points and 
full-court buzzer-beater leading 
the Tar Heels to victory. What 
would that … feel like, exactly? 
For fans to (hopefully) celebrate a 
win in their dorm rooms instead 
of on Franklin Street? Would the 
game itself have even 80 percent 
of the weight it normally carries? 
Sixty percent?

Eleven months into a pandemic, 
there’s a temptation to say that 
all of this — from mask-wearing 

to eating every meal at home to 
watching basketball games played 
in empty arenas — simply feels 
normal now. And it does. At the 
same time, I can’t help but think 
that looking back, all those things 
will seem otherworldly, not just 
to future generations in history 
classes but to those of us going 
through it today.

Any cheap simulacrum of UNC-
Duke is better than none at all. 
And it’s certainly better than the 
alternative, a packed arena of 
superspreading fans.

But as you watch this year, 
remember just how damn weird 
it feels to hear every squeak of a 
sneaker or on-court instruction 
from Roy Will iams and Mike 
K r z y z e w s k i .  R e m e m b e r  a l l 
the legendary moments in the 
greatest of all rivalries, the time 
your team got upset in your senior 
year or the bloody Montross game 
your uncle swears he had front 
row seats for.

And consider how good it’ ll feel 
when this is all over, and we can 
watch North Carolina and Duke 
basketball the way we’re meant to.

Twitter: @ryantwilcox

By Ryan Wilcox

DTH ARCHIVE/AL STEELE
UNC sophomore guard Michael Jordan fights with senior Chip Engelland 
for possession of the ball in Jan. 22, 1983’s 103-82 thrashing of Duke. 

By Hunter Nelson
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

With 11 national championships 
between the North Carolina and 
Duke men’s basketball teams, it takes 
a bit of digging to find instances 
when the two teams were struggling 
at the same time. 

But, when both the Tar Heels 
and Blue Devils are unranked — 
as they both are heading into their 
Feb. 6 matchup — this discovery 
is necessary.

Here’s a look at a few instances 
w h e n  t h e s e  tw o  b l u e  b l o o d 
programs momentarily fell off the 
map before they each returned to 
prominence.

1960

Although the rivalry has always 
been strong in the Triangle, there was 
once a time when the contest didn’t 
have as much national notoriety. 
Such an era may seem archaic, 
especially considering neither Dean 
Smith nor Mike Krzyzewski nor Roy 
Williams manned their respective 
sidelines that long ago.

This was the case in 1960, though, 
when after a few years of success, the 
teams entered their third bout of 
the season unranked, the last time 
they’ve both been absent from the 
rankings when they faced each other.

After two resounding victories over 
the Blue Devils earlier in the year, 
the Tar Heels traveled to Durham on 
Feb. 27 and dominated immediately, 
jumping out to a 35-15 halftime lead. 
Led by a 26-point performance from 
Lee Shaffer, the team coasted the rest 
of the way to a convincing 75-50 win.

Duke would win the rubber match 
of the series in the ACC Tournament 
just six days later, when the Blue 
Devils prevailed, 71-69.

At the end of the season, Duke 
finished No. 18 in the AP poll, while 
UNC remained unranked.

1982

A lineup composed of Michael 
Jordan, Sam Perkins and Brad 
Daugherty doesn’t exactly conjure 
up a spell of mediocrity, but at least 
in the early stages of the 1982-83 
season, the Tar Heels looked like they 
were trending in that direction.

Fresh off a national championship 
run the year prior, preseason No. 3 
UNC stumbled out of the gate, losing 
to St. John’s and Missouri to open the 
new season. The defending champs 
were 3-3 through their first six games.

Over in Durham, Krzyzewski was 
still in the early stages of building a 
perennial contender. Although Bill 
Foster led the program to the NCAA 
Tournament in three straight years, 
Krzyzewski’s first two teams missed 
the Big Dance and the Blue Devils sat 
at 3-4 in mid-December.

In the Dec. 21 and Dec. 28 AP polls, 
neither UNC nor Duke was ranked. 

Frustrated by its recent struggles, 
UNC rattled off nine consecutive 
victories to jump back to its original 
No. 3 ranking by Jan. 18. When the 
Blue Devils came into Carmichael 
Arena four days later, Jordan erupted 
for 32 points to lead the Tar Heels to 
a convincing 103-82 victory.

1996

After leading the Tar Heels to a 
Final Four appearance in 1995, the 
All-ACC tandem of Jerry Stackhouse 
and Rasheed Wallace declared for 
the NBA draft, leaving the team 
looking to incoming first-years Vince 
Carter and Antawn Jamison.

Although the team raced out to a 
9-1 start, the Tar Heels would cool off 
the rest of the way, compiling a 10-8 
record over the next 18 games. This 
locked them into a respectable yet 
unremarkable No. 19 ranking before 
the final game of the regular season, a 
date with the Blue Devils. 

Following a 13-18 season in 1995, 
Duke partially bounced back a year 
later but still did not look like the 
championship contender fans were 
accustomed to watching. When the 
Blue Devils geared up to host the 
Tar Heels on March 3, they were 
unranked with an 8-8 ACC record. 

Led by  guards  Shammond 
Williams and Jeff McInnis, who 
finished with 26 and 25 points, 
respectively, the Tar Heels were 
able to hold on for an 84-78 win in 
Cameron Indoor Stadium.

Twitter: @nelsonhunter_

UNC, Duke unranked ahead of rivalry game

“Let’s say one of this year’s UNC-Duke games is an 
instant classic, with Andrew Platek’s 35 points and 

full-court buzzer-beater leading the Tar Heels to 
victory. What would that … feel like, exactly?

Ryan Wilcox
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Jackie Manuel reflects on Duke rivalry, Reddick

PHOTO COURTESY OF DANA GENTRY
UNC women’s basketball coach Courtney Banghart and Director of Player 
Personnel Jackie Manuel talk during a preseason practice on Sept. 29, 2020.

COVID-19’s instability curbing young UNC, Duke teams

DTH FILE/MAYA CARTER
First-year guard Cole Anthony (2) dribbles during the the ACC tournament 
against Virginia Tech in the Greensboro Coliseum Complex on March 10, 2020. 

By Brian Keyes
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

In what may just be the most 

volatile men’s college basketball 
season in living memory, one clear 
trend has emerged: if you want to be 
good, you need a team of veterans. 
Take a look at the teams ranked in the 

AP Top 25 poll — few teams have true 
first-year players in their rotation, 
fewer still with a first-year who starts. 
Gonzaga (with the exception of future 
top-three pick Jalen Suggs), Baylor, 
Villanova — the top three teams in 
the country — are all composed of 
experienced, veteran players. 

Enter North Carolina and Duke 
this season, both of which have four 
young players — Caleb Love, RJ 
Davis, Kerwin Walton and Day’Ron 
Sharpe for the Tar Heels; DJ Steward, 
Jeremy Roach, Jalen Johnson and 
Jaemyn Brakefield for the Blue Devils. 

B o t h  U N C  a n d  D u k e  s i t 
unranked in the standings, the 
first time that’s happened since 
1982. Neither team has anything 
resembl ing  a  s ignature  win , 
and with UNC’s much tougher 
backend of the schedule looming, 
it’s looking like there’s a possibility 
that the two youthful teams could 
both miss the tournament for the 
first time since 1973.

So far, it’s hard not to call North 
Carolina’s head-first dive into the 
one-and-done era a disappointment. 
Although UNC sits at five games 

over .500, it has yet to claim anything 
more than a moral victory over 
an unranked opponent. Without 
experienced playmakers, the Tar Heels 
are in danger of finishing with more 
turnovers than assists for the first time 
in Roy Williams’ tenure.

This is the nature of the talent 
drain that comes with modern 
college basketball — 20 years ago, 
Cole Anthony, Coby White and 
Nassir Little would all likely still be 
suiting up for the Tar Heels instead 
of their respective NBA teams. Those 
three alone would provide more than 
enough talent to at least keep the Tar 
Heels ranked throughout the season. 

North Carolina has always played 
its best basketball with a group of 
veterans who have plenty of experience 
with each other — the 2017 national 
title team was composed of mostly 
upperclassmen, with Tony Bradley 
being the only first-year to average 
more than 10 minutes a game. 

Duke has had significantly more 
success recruiting talented one-and-
done players — the 2015 national 
championship team was one of 
the few this century to be powered 

by first-year superstars like Jahlil 
Okafor, Justice Winslow and Tyus 
Jones — and the Blue Devils have 
made the tournament every year 
since then with short-tenured players 
like Jayson Tatum, Marvin Bagley 
and Zion Williamson. But this year’s 
struggles illustrate one of the dangers 
in that recruiting strategy — you have 
to hit on nearly every recruit. 

Johnson has looked like Duke’s best 
player in his outings against Pitt and 
Georgia Tech, but he has missed a good 
part of the season with a foot injury 
and been inconsistent in his earlier 
playing time. Steward has played the 
role of an effective scorer for parts of 
this year. But it’s not clear if either of 
them can give Matthew Hurt enough 
help for Duke to be a dangerous team, 
let alone a decent one. 

It’s possible Saturday’s matchup 
between these two rivals could be 
the least talent-filled game in a 
generation. If that’s the case, it’s 
because the Tobacco Road blue 
bloods got stung by the one-and-
done system they tried to master.

Twitter: @bg_keyes

Women’s team seniors disappointed to miss last shot at beating Duke

DTH FILE/PARKER BROWN
UNC senior guard Taylor Koenen (1) dribbles past Duke University graduate 
guard Haley Gorecki (2) in Carmichael Arena on Sunday, March 1, 2020. 

By Mary Mac Porter
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

Forty-five years. 
For 45 years, the North Carolina 

and Duke women’s basketball teams 
have driven the 10 miles down 
Tobacco Road to compete in one of 
the greatest rivalries in sports. 

Since the 1975-76 season, the Tar 
Heels and Blue Devils have suited 
up in their respective shades of blue 
and walked onto the court to the 
screams of huge crowds to face their 
neighboring rival. The UNC-Duke 
rivalry is a Tar Heel tradition, just like 
drinking from the Old Well on the 
first day of classes, climbing the Bell 
Tower as a senior or graduating in 
Carolina blue robes on Mother’s Day. 

Now, UNC’s senior women’s 
basketball players, like so many 
other students, are learning what to 
do when traditions are interrupted. 
Before North Carolina could face 
the Blue Devils this season, Duke’s 
women’s  team announced in 
December that it would be canceling 

the remainder of its 2020-21 season 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

“You didn’t realize the last time you 
played them was really going to be the 
absolute last time you played them,” 
graduate guard Stephanie Watts said. 

Watts is returning to Chapel 
Hill this season after a lone year 
riddled with injury at the University 
of Southern California. The guard 
was excited about many parts of her 
return to her alma mater, but the 
Duke game stood out. 

“(It’s) one of the games where the 
gym is just completely packed and 
flowing with energy,” Watts said. 

Like Watts, senior center Janelle 
Bailey will be leaving campus without 
her final matchup against the Blue 
Devils. Bailey was a four-year starter 
for the Tar Heels and hasn’t been 
victorious against their rivals from 
Durham since her very first season. 

Despite the time that’s passed since 
that 92-86 overtime win, Bailey still 
remembers the energy when Paris Kea 
led UNC’s comeback from a double-
digit deficit to upset the Tar Heels’ 
in-state rivals in Carmichael Arena.

“That is something I can tell my 
kids I was a part of,” Bailey said. 

The end of a college athletic career 
is a hard pill to swallow during the 
best of years, so a year with no fans 
and no rivalry game hasn’t made it 
any easier. Head coach Courtney 
Banghart expressed empathy toward 
her seniors, who will see the college 
portions of their playing days come 
to a close this season.

“The finality of your collegiate 
career is brutal,” Banghart said. “I 
call it their athletic mortality.”

S o p h o m o r e  f o r w a r d  Ma l u 
Tshitenge said she immediately 
thought of Bailey and the other 
seniors when she heard about the 
rivalry game’s cancellation in the 
players’ group chat. But Bailey 
said her mind was with the first-
year players, who would lose the 
opportunity to compete in one of the 
team’s biggest games each year.

From first-years to graduate 
students, Duke’s decision to cancel its 
season has left an impact on North 
Carolina players. But at a time when 
no games are guaranteed, the Tar 

Heels are happy to be playing at all.
As for the players who won’t be 

back on the floor next season, they 
will look to remain a part of the 
rivalry in a different capacity.

“The girls that are on the team 
now and the recruits coming in are 

definitely looking forward to it,” 
Bailey said. “It’s something that you 
always talk about when you come on 
campus, so I’m looking forward to 
watching that one next year.”

Twitter: @marymacporter1

By Zachary Crain
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Jackie Manuel played basketball 
at North Carolina from 2001-05, 
winning a national title and helping 
lead the Tar Heels over Duke in his 
final game at the Dean E. Smith 
Center. Now, he serves as the director 
of player personnel, development 
and recruiting operations for UNC 
women’s basketball.

Before 2021’s first UNC-Duke 
game, we talked to Manuel about his 
UNC-Duke memories, playing in 
Cameron Indoor Stadium, guarding 
J.J. Reddick and more. 

This interview has been edited for 
brevity and clarity. 

THE DAILY TAR HEEL: Being from Florida, 
what was your experience with the 
rivalry before coming to UNC? 

JACKIE MANUEL: Growing up in Florida, 
it wasn’t a whole lot of basketball 
games, it was a bunch of football 
games on TV. But the one game that 
was always on, or the one rivalry that 
was always on TV from a basketball 
standpoint was the Carolina-Duke 
game. At a young age, I was able 
to tune in and really just see that 
excitement behind the game, the 
build-up and the talented players 
that played in those games and 

ended up playing in the NBA.

DTH: What was going through your 
head the first time you suited up to 
play Duke? 

JM: At Duke, I was nervous. I was 
nervous as all get-out. You watch the 
games and you hear Dick Vitale talk 
about all the freshmen and the top 
players and the Cameron Crazies and 
you hear all of this. So now you’re 
walking into this building, and that’s 
in your mind.

DTH: You guys had some difficult 
years when you first got to UNC, 
and Duke won a lot during that 
span. What was it like watching that 
when that’s obviously where you guys 
wanted to be? 

JM: It was difficult in the sense of not so 
much them winning, but my freshman 
year, we didn’t win a game against 
them. We played them three times, 
and we went 0-3. So it just burned 
inside, like, ‘You’re telling me we can’t 
beat them one time?’ And they’re 
hyping all these guys up, and a lot of 
those guys deserved that, but it’s like 
‘Man, I want to be in that position.’

DTH: How did it feel the first time you 
got a win against Duke? 

JM: It was like, ‘Man, this is what it 

feels like, I want to do it again.’ This 
is what it feels like to win this game, 
to compete in this environment and 
to know that we have bragging rights 
in our community.

DTH: You guarded J.J. Reddick, one 
of the biggest players in college 
basketball, so what was that matchup 
like? 

JM: I was really hoping for J.J. Reddick 
to have a good game before they played 
us and to have a good game after they 
played us. It was just my competitive 
spirit — I wanted everyone in the 
country and J.J. to know that there’s 
a difference between the person that’s 
guarding you before this game, myself 
and the person that’s guarding you 
after this game.

DTH: What’s your best memory of 
playing in the rivalry? 

JM: The number one memory was 
winning at home in 2005. And the 
second is the Speedo guy. 

DTH: Can you explain the Speedo guy?

JM: One of the Cameron Crazies 
came in with a coat on, and as I 
got to the free-throw line, he took 
the coat off and he was behind the 
backboard (in a Speedo) as I was 
shooting, and he started doing his 

dance or whatever he was doing and 
distracted me to the point where I 
lost my concentration and missed 
both free throws. 

DTH:  In the years since you’ve 
graduated, what’s your experience 
been like watching the rivalry? 

JM: I feel the same way I felt when I 

played. If there was a camera inside 
my home when that game is on, 
everyone would see my emotions. 
They’d see the rollercoaster as the 
game goes on. I still want our team, 
players and coach (Roy) Williams to 
be successful against Duke, just like 
when I was a player.

Twitter: @zachycrain
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Young stars clash in backcourt of UNC-Duke game
By Mary Mac Porter

Senior Writer
sports@dailytarheel.com

A lot has changed in the UNC and 
Duke backcourts since these two teams 
last met. Between both programs, only 
two guards in the rotation have seen 
action in the historic matchup before. The 
other six will be welcomed to the rivalry in 
an uncharacteristic, fanless way. 

So far this season, both teams’ young 
backcourts have been spotty at best. 
First-years RJ Davis and Caleb Love had 
major turnover problems early for the Tar 
Heels, while Duke’s young guards have 
struggled to settle in. 

UNC will  look for a complete 
performance from Love, who seems to be 
finding a rhythm after improving his shot 
selection and assist-to-turnover ratio. The 

Tar Heels themselves just made it over the 
hump after beating Pittsburgh, finally getting 
their assist-to-turnover ratio close to one on 
the season. 

North Carolina will also look to redshirt 
first-year Anthony Harris and first-years 
Davis and Kerwin Walton for sparks. Harris, 
fresh off a season-ending injury, brought a 
spark to the Tar Heels, adding great court 
vision and another threat from the outside.

Before Harris’ return this season, UNC 
relied on Walton as its lone consistent outside 
threat, with both Davis and Love struggling 
from beyond the arc. The shooting guard is 
averaging just over 42 percent from 3-point 
range this year.

Meanwhile, Davis has provided UNC with 
consistent play off the bench since head coach 
Roy Williams changed the starting lineup. 
Davis averages nearly nine points a game 
and has become a consistent scorer for the 

Tar Heels. 
Duke is also forced to rely on its first-year 

guards, who have struggled for rhythm within 
the inconsistent 2021 schedule. First-year 
Jeremy Roach has had issues with controlling 
the game and turning the ball over, similar to 
his North Carolina counterparts.

His teammate, DJ Steward, has proven 
to have breakout potential, averaging over 
13 points a game and hanging 19 and 21 
points on Georgia Tech and Wake Forest, 
respectively. The Tar Heels are likely to 
be a tougher matchup, but an electric 
performance from Steward would present 
a challenge for the UNC defense.

Undoubtedly, the young guards from 
both teams will be aiming to etch their 
names in the history books of the Tobacco 
Road rivalry on Saturday.

Twitter: @marymacporter1

Deep UNC frontcourt aims to overpower Duke
By PJ Morales

Assistant Sports Editor
sports@dailytarheel.com

In the buildup to this season’s first rendition 
of the UNC-Duke men’s basketball game, it’s no 
secret that UNC has had its fair share of struggles. 
But if there’s been one consistent plus, it’s the 
improvement shown by the Tar Heels’ big men.

Many thought this year’s bigs would be commanded 
by the 2020 Preseason ACC Player of the Year: senior 
forward Garrison Brooks. But Brooks’ numbers have 
taken a notable dip from last season, averaging 10.5 
points per game on just 45.1 percent shooting — the 
worst shooting clip of his career. His rebounding and 
assist numbers have also fallen.

Instead, this year’s Tar Heel frontcourt has been 
spearheaded by burgeoning sophomore Armando  
Bacot. Bacot leads the starters with both 11.9 

points per game and 65 percent shooting — vast 
improvements from last season. His 65 percent 
shooting leads the conference.

Bacot and Brooks have also had some help in the 
form of a couple of gigantic five-star recruits: first-
years Day’Ron Sharpe and Walker Kessler. Sharpe’s 
defensive acumen is apparent, coming joint-second 
on the team in blocks and leading in rebounds 
per game. Kessler, meanwhile, has struggled for 
minutes but shows decent scoring potential with 
a 51.9 percent field goal rate.

Meanwhile, Duke’s only real center, first-year Mark 
Williams, has only registered more than eight in-game 
minutes four times, averaging just 2.7 points and 2.7 
rebounds per game. Granted, he played well against 
Georgia Tech, recording six points, six rebounds and 
a steal, but there’s just not enough sample size to 
determine if those numbers will hold.

Beyond that, Duke’s options are sparse. 6-foot-

9 first-year 
Jalen Johnson 
has a penchant for 
driving to the rim, but 
he’ll have to contend with 
the great wall of Tar Heel that 
awaits him. Sophomore forward 
Matthew Hurt is Johnson’s height 
and weighs 15 more pounds, but he 
typically prefers to score from mid-range 
and beyond.

If the Tar Heels can find a way to 
effectively shut down Hurt and Johnson 
while scoring consistent buckets in the paint 
on the other end, that might be the formula 
to running out of Cameron Indoor Stadium at 
game’s end with a win in hand.

Twitter: @pjdaman12
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Question marks surround UNC’s limited wings

Bench units could be deciding factor in UNC-Duke tilt

By Zachary Crain
Assistant Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

The last time the North Carolina 
men’s basketball team was in Cameron 
Indoor Stadium, Duke fifth-year 
senior Justin Robinson lit the Tar 
Heels up for 13 points. 

Robinson’s performance wasn’t the 
first time a rotation player has changed 
the trajectory of a UNC-Duke game. 
This year, with the Tar Heels using a 
platoon-based system and the Blue 
Devils’ rotation in flux, it’s as likely as 
ever that someone unexpected could 
make an impact. 

Here’s a breakdown of the bench 
rotations for UNC and Duke. 

North Carolina

With returners Armando Bacot 
and Garrison Brooks holding down 
the starting spots, first-year center 
Day’Ron Sharpe has been a force off 
the bench. The forward has started 
just three games for the Tar Heels but 
has maintained himself as one of the 
team’s leading scorers and falls second 
on the team in rebounding.

Beyond their platoon down low, the 
Tar Heels have an experienced group 
of role players on the perimeter. First-
year guard RJ Davis has solidified 
himself as a firecracker off the bench. 
He’s reached double figures in scoring 
in four of his last six games.

Anthony Harris has been a spark 

plug off the bench in limited action 
this year, highlighted by a 10-point 
night against N.C. State on Jan. 23. 

Andrew Platek also adds some juice 
off the bench, chipping in an average of 
4.7 points per game.

Duke

The Blue Devils’ lineup has been 
in flux for most of the season.

Based on recent starting lineups, 
senior guard Jordan Goldwire will be 
the Blue Devils’ most potent option 
coming off the bench. 

The senior is averaging 6.8 points 
per game to couple with impressive 
playmaking abilities, as he’s put 
together a 48:18 assist-to-turnover 

ratio. He’s shot a respectable clip both 
from the field and from deep, knocking 
down 39.3 and 30.3 percent of his 
shots from those areas, respectively. 

Despite going on a cold stretch 
recently, Jaemyn Brakefield has put 
together some standout performances 
for the Blue Devils as well. Seven-foot 
center Mark Williams has also come 
into his own recently after struggling 
early in the year, including an 11-point 
performance against Clemson. 

With neither team having a 
collection of standout starters, expect 
the benches to play a key role when 
the Tar Heels and Blue Devils meet 
on Feb. 6. 

Twitter: @zachycrain 

Day’Ron Sharpe, Jordan Goldwire are players to watch off the bench
UNC  

7.7
Day’Ron Sharpe 
rebounds a game

18
RJ Davis 3-pointers

16
Sharpe blocks

15
Andrew Platek 
assists

56
Mark Williams’ field 
goal percentage

31
Jordan Goldwire 
steals

10
Williams blocks

48
Goldwire assists
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By Jared McMasters
Sports Editor

sports@dailytarheel.com

Beware the small ball.
With North Carolina’s towering frontcourt 

options, it’s likely Duke will seek success in the form 
of a small ball lineup. And with that lineup comes 
the potential for the Blue Devils to expose the Tar 
Heels out on the wing.

Here’s a look at how the two teams’ wings stack up 
against each other ahead of the matchup on Feb. 6:

Anthony Harris’ limited return has helped 
alleviate some of the pressure weighing on the 
shoulders of Kerwin Walton and Leaky Black.

Since his return from an ACL injury, Harris has 
scored 17 points over 47 minutes and is shooting 54 
percent from the floor. He doesn’t seem to have lost 

too much of his athleticism and could see a decent 
amount of playing time in Durham.

Since his emergence as a legitimate shooter, 
Walton has been automatic  for UNC. He’s shooting 
45.3 percent from the floor and 42.4 from beyond 
the arc, and has poured in just over 10 points a game 
since he became a regular starter. He’s still rough 
around the edges on the defensive end of the floor, 
but his 6-foot-5 frame gives him length to work with.

And whenever Walton does need help guarding 
his man, Black is usually there for support. The Swiss 
Army knife forward has developed into one of the 
premier perimeter defenders in the ACC.

Duke’s Matthew Hurt has a little size on Black, 
so it will be interesting to see whether head coach 
Roy Williams tasks his best perimeter defender 
with guarding the Duke forward, or if he drops 
that responsibility on Garrison Brooks.

Walton doesn’t have 
the muscle to handle 
Wendell Moore Jr., and 
since head coach Mike 
Krzyzewski called on the 
Duke forward to return 
to the starting lineup a 
few games ago, Moore is 
averaging 10.5 points and 
4.7 rebounds a game.

With the spotlight on all the 
star guards and post players on 
Saturday, don’t let these potential 
mismatches go unnoticed in the latest 
iteration of the best rivalry in college 
basketball.

Twitter: @McMastersJ DTH/ANNA ALLEN & MEREDITH AMMONS
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Question marks surround Duke’s play since three-week break

Blue blood rivalry spills over to NBA in White, Williamson

Coby White (2) attempts a layup against Duke during the semifinals of the ACC Tournament on March 15, 2019. 

By Jeremiah Holloway
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

With the UNC-Duke men’s 
basketball rivalry recognized as one 
of the best in sports, it’s only fitting 
that the two programs have also bred 
elite talent for the next level.

Some of those stars have accounted 
for key moments in the rivalry’s history. 
Chris Duhon, Marvin Williams and 
Austin Rivers hit epic game-winning 
shots. Danny Green and Jerry 
Stackhouse delivered thunderous 
posters. The unpredictability of these 
games kept fans on the edge of their 
seats, wondering who would make the 
next big play.

What fans have not seen much 
of, though, are iconic matchups 
between former Tar Heels and Blue 
Devils on the professional stage.

Duke and UNC players have rarely 
been stars in the same era during their 
NBA careers. The closest the schools 
have come was probably during the late 
1990s and early 2000s, when Vince 
Carter and Grant Hill were in the league 
at the same time. Both players were 
named NBA All-Stars in 2000, even 
facing off on Feb. 9, 2000, in a game 
where Carter and Hill went for 34 and 

30 points, respectively. Hill’s Pistons 
beat Carter’s Raptors, 115-108, that day.

Neither before nor after this game, 
however, has a meeting between a 
UNC and Duke pro generated much 
zeal. Sure, Kyrie Irving and Harrison 
Barnes have faced off in the NBA 
Finals, but their roles and league 
statuses were immensely different.

Jayson Tatum and Brandon Ingram 
have been named NBA All-Stars, but 
neither player has a UNC counterpart 
quite on their level in the pros.

Though the world is currently 
lacking notable meetings, there is one 
pair of former UNC and Duke athletes 
worth keeping an eye on in the future: 
Coby White and Zion Williamson.

White and Williamson only got 
one real matchup in college, with 
Duke edging out UNC in a 2019 ACC 
Tournament game after a Williamson 
put-back layup and a late missed 
jumper from White. Williamson 
dominated the game, finishing with 
31 points and 11 rebounds. White 
only scored 11 points but added five 
rebounds, four assists and three steals.

Both players were lottery picks in 
the 2019 NBA Draft.

While Williamson is certainly 
considered to have a higher ceiling, 
White is coming into his own as the 

DTH FILE/KIARA ALVARADO
Senior midfielder Eva Smolenaars (21) dribbles the ball during a game against 
Wake Forest on Oct. 30, 2020. Smolenaars discovered basketball at Chapel Hill. 

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

The UNC-Duke rivalry might 
be foreign to some college athletes 
from outside North Carolina, but 
for international athletes, it’s a whole 

different experience.
Three such UNC senior athletes 

had very different journeys to Chapel 
Hill but share the same challenge of 
adapting to a community infatuated 
with college basketball. 

Field hockey star Eva Smolenaars 
admitted that basketball itself was 

almost entirely foreign to her when 
she arrived in Chapel Hill.

Ha i l i n g  f r o m  t h e  s o c c e r -
loving nation of the Netherlands, 
Smolenaars developed a passion for 
basketball. She was amazed to see the 
spectacle it created, watching fans 
pack the Dean E. Smith Center full 
to watch their beloved Tar Heels. It 
helped her adjust to life in the state.

But the games against Duke brought 
an entirely new level of excitement.

“There were fires everywhere 
on Franklin Street, and there were 
so many people just celebrating,” 
Smolenaars said. “That makes you 
realize how big of a rivalry this is.”

Australian cross-country star 
Jesse Hunt also recalled storming the 
streets of Chapel Hill with his friends. 

“That was the most wild thing,” he 
said. “I couldn’t believe that a college 
sports team could produce that.”

Hunt knew about college basketball. 
He was a fan of the sport, but the heavy 
emotions tied to these big rivalry 
games came as a total surprise to him. 

“A lot of my friends in high school 
were into college basketball, so you get 
to know the bigger teams,” Hunt said. 

“Then, every year when the Duke-UNC 
game comes around, we kind of talked 
about it a little, but I was only 10 percent 
of the way there. When I got here, I 
really realized the other 90 percent of it.” 

Now in his third year running for 
North Carolina, Hunt has seamlessly 
progressed from solely being an 
athlete to becoming a diehard UNC 
fan. He said the passion surrounding 
the game satisfied his avid love for 
college sports, helping make the 
35-hour trip from home worth it.

Unlike Smolenaars and Hunt, 
graduate women’s basketball player 
Petra Hole!ínká’s journey comes in 
several parts. She initially left her 
home in the Czech Republic to play 
for the Illinois women’s basketball 
team. It was there where she got 
her first taste of an in-state college 
rivalry, developing a deep hatred for 
Northwestern. It was a bitter rivalry, 
but it doesn’t compare to UNC-Duke. 

“Coming to the U.S. and watching 
some of the games and seeing it on social 
media — that was when I really realized 
it was huge here,” Hole!ínká said.

Ju s t  l i ke  S m o l e n a a r s  a n d 
Hunt, she’d never witnessed two 

universities having such an intense 
athletic matchup. The only thing 
in her country that came close was 
when the Czech Men’s Ice Hockey 
National Team defeated Russia, a 
country that had occupied the state 
for many years, in the 1998 Winter 
Olympics to earn the gold medal.

This was the reality for Hole!ínká: 
comparing an American college 
feud to an international conflict 
associated with actual warfare.

While she won’t get to play in a game 
against the Blue Devils, she almost got 
a firsthand experience of beating them 
when the Illinois men’s basketball team 
defeated Duke, 83-68, in December.

The stories of Smolenaars, Hunt 
and Hole!ínká prove that no matter 
what country you hail from, the 
UNC-Duke rivalry is able to capture 
the hearts of its adherents and leave 
lasting effects on them that are felt 
long after they leave the Triangle.  

“I’ll never forget it,” Hunt said. 
“Absolutely never forget rushing 
Franklin. I’ll never forget the rivalry. It’ll 
be a memory that lives with me forever.”

Twitter: @ryanheller23

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATALIE LEDONNE
Duke men’s basketball beats the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets at the 
Cameron Indoor Stadium on Jan. 26, 2020 in Durham, North Carolina. 

By Ryan Heller
Senior Writer

sports@dailytarheel.com

The Duke Blue Devils men’s 
basketball team was expected to be a 
near-lock for the NCAA Tournament 

going into the 2020-21 season.
A slow start that featured losses to 

the two best teams — Virginia Tech 
and Illinois — that Duke has played, 
by seven and 15 points, respectively, 
spurred doubts. But few were pressing 
the panic button, believing Duke would 

eventually figure its problems out with 
such a talented, albeit young, roster.

With March Madness inching 
closer, though, the potential upside 
that head coach Mike Krzyzewski’s 
squad possesses hasn’t quite translated 
to tangible wins.

Yet sophomore forward Matthew 
Hurt has taken his offensive game to 
another level. After an unproductive 
first season, his scoring has jumped 
almost nine points per game this 
year. His sweet jump shot and nifty 
repertoire of moves makes him a solid 
candidate for ACC Player of the Year. 

But his defense needs work. Hurt 
can get outmuscled in the post, while 
guards can blow by him. After picking 
up four or more fouls in five of 13 
games this year, he’s shown he also has 
a tendency to get into foul trouble. He’s 
too lethal offensively to be kept off the 
floor, but he’s still finding his footing on 
the other end.

Duke’s other star, first-year forward 
Jalen Johnson, has also flashed elite 
offensive abilities. He can get to 
the rim as well as anyone in college 
basketball, and his strong frame makes 
him a scoring threat whenever he’s on 
the floor. He’s also shown promise as 
a defender, using his 6-foot-9-inch 
frame to his advantage. 

He’s held back by his below-
average perimeter game and his 
tendency to pick up early fouls, 
though. For a player who is adept at 
getting to the line, he doesn’t have a 
great free throw percentage, shooting 
only 63.6 percent for the season.

What’s more, Hurt and Johnson 
have lacked chemistry. The one-two 
combo of Hurt’s sharpshooting plus 
Johnson’s driving ability should work 
on paper, but they rarely put up big 
numbers in the same game. They 
were finally able to somewhat get 
there in the team’s 75-68 win over 
Georgia Tech, where Johnson had 
18 points on 7-11 shooting and Hurt 
had 17 points on 6-11 shooting. The 
recipe is there, but it hasn’t shown 
up enough to increase Duke’s NCAA 
Tournament hopes.

Consistency is another issue, 
illustrated best by sophomore 
Wendell Moore Jr. The 6-foot-5-inch 
forward followed up a dominant 
25-point performance against 
Boston College with three four-point 
outings in his next five games.

There’s also no real center behind 
the frontcourt of Hurt and Johnson 
who has been getting a healthy dose of 
minutes. First-year Mark Williams has 
only just begun to establish himself as 

a regular contributor, picking up four 
blocks against Miami and scoring 
11 points against Clemson. Against 
UNC’s larger frontcourt, these issues 
could snowball.

That’ ll give the Blue Devils 
trouble against teams with larger 
frontcourts, such as UNC.

That  said ,  there  are  some 
positives to take away from their 
most recent games.

The most apparent improvement 
has been the play of first-year 
guard DJ Steward. He continues 
to make massive strides on offense 
and looks more confident.

But, so far, that trio hasn’t been 
an elite offensive combination. The 
Blue Devils, who rank No. 123 in the 
country in points per game (74.2), 
have only scored more than 80 points 
twice, and their season-high scoring 
output is 83 points. 

Some of the defensive play has 
been there, led by senior guard Jordan 
Goldwire, who nabs almost 2.5 steals 
a game.

Heading into the Feb. 6 matchup 
against the Tar Heels, the question 
remains as to whether Duke is capable 
of putting it all together.

Twitter: @ryanheller23

Duke rivalry hits close to home for international Tar Heels

Chicago Bulls’ starting point guard. 
White could easily have a big scoring 
outburst on any given night and has 
improved his playmaking, as his assist 
numbers have more than doubled 
from his rookie season.

Struggling with injuries in his rookie 
season, Williamson still managed to 

average north of 22 points per game. 
His ascension, combined with the lofty 
expectations for his career from day 
one, indicate that he’ll be a player to 
pay attention to for several years.

The next matchup between the two 
is scheduled for Feb. 10 in Chicago, 
four days after the UNC-Duke game 

in Durham. 
As second-year players, the UNC-

Duke rivalry may be behind them, but 
each player’s improving skills make 
this matchup more interesting for 
hoops fans in the Triangle.

Twitter: @jerem11ah

DTH FILE/EMILY SARTIN
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DUKE-UNC STANDOUTS

A starting 5 of the best Blue Devil performances vs. UNC
By Max Rego
Assistant Blue Zone Editor

Since the first meeting between the two 
in 1920, Duke and North Carolina have 
given college basketball an exhaustive 
list of memorable moments. On the Blue 
Devils’ end, the tally of unforgettable 
individual performances goes on and on. 
That is why the task of creating a starting 
five made up of some of the most iconic 
performances by a Duke player in the 
rivalry’s history is daunting. 

We tried our best, though, so without 
further ado, here is a starting lineup of the 
most memorable individual performances 
by a Blue Devil in Duke-North Carolina 
history.

 
Guard: Nolan Smith, Feb. 9, 2011 

(Cameron Indoor Stadium)
When Duke went into the halftime locker 

room trailing 43-29, things seemed dire for 
the defending national champions. Thanks 
to some rallying of the troops by head coach 
Mike Krzyzewski during the break and a 
little bit of Nolan Smith magic, however, 
the Blue Devils stormed back to stun the 
Tar Heels. Smith was utterly brilliant in the 
second half, scoring 22 of his career-high 34 
points over the final 20 minutes—including 
an old-fashioned three-point play that blew 
the roof off Cameron Indoor Stadium. 
Duke’s win secured what was then its largest 
second-half comeback in 52 years. 

Guard: Johnny Dawkins, Jan. 19, 
1985 (Carmichael Auditorium)

From 1967 through 1984, Duke failed 
to beat the Tar Heels in Chapel Hill. Once 
the vaunted 1982 recruiting class came into 
its own, though, the Blue Devils were ready 
to challenge North Carolina for state and 
ACC superiority. Led by Johnny Dawkins, 
who was on the floor for all 40 minutes, 
Duke snapped the 18-game Chapel Hill 
losing streak in a second-half blitzing at 
Carmichael Auditorium. Dawkins poured in 
34 points and contributed eight rebounds, 
four assists and four steals to push the Blue 
Devils over the top.

Forward: Shane Battier, March 4, 
2001 (Dean E. Smith Center)

This performance might be best 
remembered for Battier’s incredible chase 
down block on North Carolina guard 
Joseph Forte, but the overall stat line of the 
Blue Devils’ do-everything standout was 
remarkable in its own right. Battier racked 
up 25 points, 11 rebounds, five blocks and 
four steals en route to the 95-81 win in 
Chapel Hill. The future No. 6 overall pick 

helped Duke secure a share of the ACC 
regular season title that day, and nearly 
a month later led the Blue Devils to the 
national championship.

Forward: Fred Lind, March 2, 
1968 (Duke Indoor Stadium)

We’re going way down memory lane with 
this one. In what is still the only Duke-North 
Carolina game to go past a second overtime, 
a sparingly utilized, undersized forward 
proved to be the hero the Blue Devils needed. 

All-American center Mike Lewis dealt 
with foul trouble throughout the ballgame 
and his backup Warren Chapman was 
injured, prompting Duke head coach Vic 
Bubas to roll the dice and give Lind his big 
break. The decision paid off, as Lind rejected 
a potential Tar Heel game-winner at the end 
of regulation, drilled a jump shot to send 
the game into a third overtime and recorded 
another crucial block in that third extra 
session to set up the clinching bucket for the 
Blue Devils. Lind was carried off the court 
by ecstatic Duke fans after his 16-point, 
nine-rebound showing secured an 87-86 win 
against Dean Smith’s bunch. 

Center: Christian Laettner, March 
8, 1992 (Cameron Indoor Stadium)

What, you thought I was going to leave out 
this guy? For all his antics and critics, Laettner had a 
knack for performing when the lights were brightest, 
and you’d be hard pressed to find a regular season 
college basketball game with more eyeballs watching 
than Duke-North Carolina. On Senior Night, the 
two-time national champion gave the Cameron 
Crazies exactly what they wanted, stuffing the stat 
sheet to the tune of 26 points, eight boards, three 
assists and three blocks. The 89-77 Blue Devil win 
was a fitting end to Laettner’s home career.

 
Sixth Man: JJ Redick, Feb. 7, 2006 

(Dean E. Smith Center)
To the ire of the North Carolina faithful, 

the leading scorer in Duke history finally had 
a signature performance in the rivalry after 
shooting only 34% overall in seven prior 
games against the Tar Heels. En route to 
being named the consensus National Player 
of the Year, Redick delivered in the Dean 
Dome with 35 points on 12-of-22 shooting 
from the field and 5-of-10 from deep. Of 
those five 3-pointers, the most crucial was 
undoubtedly a final-minute dagger that put 
Duke up seven, as the Blue Devils were then 
able to salt away an 87-83 victory.

K-VILLE
FROM PAGE 3

together after the game and celebrating it, and 
so I’m not totally sure how that would play out,” 
Rasetti said. “I would guess nothing will happen 
because nothing can happen. I’m definitely 
bummed about that. I love the game itself but I’m 
also a big fan of the after party.”

That after party Rasetti speaks of includes 
tangible events like bench-burning, but is more so 
the unspoken connection between Duke students 
that Cook mentioned.

“I think that’s something that’s sort of an 
unparalleled level of emotion, and I think it’ll be 
pretty hard to replicate that even with a win this 
year,” Rasetti said.

‘Make it as close to actual game day 
as we can’

It may be difficult this year to replicate 
the true experience surrounding a Duke vs. 
North Carolina game, but that won’t stop 
certain Cameron Crazies from trying, in a 
safe manner.

Mittleman’s blue morph suit will in fact be 
making another appearance on game day, only 
this year it will only be seen by the handful of 
friends she plans to watch the game with. 

“We’re definitely gonna go all out and try to 
make it as close to actual game day as we can,” 
Mittleman said. 

As much as some students may try, though, it 
will be next to impossible to make this matchup 
feel like it has in past years. 

There will be a day when the Cameron Crazies 
once again stand in line outside of Cameron 
Indoor Stadium, dousing themselves in blue body 
paint while shivering in the 40-degree Durham 
winter. The air will be filled with a combination 
of excitement to watch Duke play and hatred for 
North Carolina, and all will be well again in the 
hearts of the Cameron Crazies. 

But until then:
“We’re trying to maintain and uphold what, 

in my opinion, [is] the best tradition at Duke, 
which is the fact that we have the most die hard 
basketball fans,” Vassallo said.

BILAS
FROM PAGE 5

still hard to fathom. I know in the building 
for the games I’ve been to already, [including] 
Cameron, it’s like watching practice. So it’s 
certainly a different feel. I think it’ll be even 
more pronounced, with Duke-Carolina. 
Usually you walk into that building and the 
air is heavier, it’s hotter—I don’t know what it 
is, but for the Duke-Carolina game it’s always 
hotter in there than it is for a normal game. It 
doesn’t matter how many people, it’s just hotter. 
So it’s hard to figure that out. 

But yeah, it’ll definitely be different. 
It’s the same for both teams, obviously. It 
changes the juice in the building. And that 
can’t be helped, there’s nothing you can 
do about that. I wear a headset during the 
games, so I haven’t noticed how loud the 
fake crowd noise is, and whether that’s of 
any consequence. I don’t really think it is. 
But it’s just something—hopefully we won’t 
have to get used to it, because hopefully it 
won’t go beyond this year. But it’s definitely 
a radical change that has made it—it kind 
of shows how reliant that fans are on the 
atmosphere. To me, fans are great for the 
atmosphere. But the most important thing 
is the game itself, and so many fans seem 
like they’re less engaged because they don’t 
have the crowd to let them know when they 
should be excited and when they shouldn’t. 
That’s surprised me a fair amount.

TC: Another change this year—both teams 
are unranked. How do you think that 
affects the profile of this game, if it does at 
all?

JB: I don’t think it affects it at all. I think 
people are still interested in it. And Duke is on 
an upswing—both Duke and North Carolina 
have played significantly better over the last 
couple of weeks. They’re both young in spots, 
and when you’re young, I think sort of the 
pandemic schedule is more likely to affect 
young teams in a negative way than older 

teams. But that’s the way it goes. I mean, you 
can’t do anything about that. 

Our research showed the last time both 
these teams were unranked at the same time 
was in 1982, when I was playing at Duke, 
Michael Jordan [and] Sam Perkins were 
playing at North Carolina. It’s really kind 
of amazing that that team was unranked 
for any period of time. But you’d have to go 
back to the 60s, probably, when both teams 
were unranked when they played. I don’t 
think that’s a knock on this year’s teams, 
it just shows how good the programs have 
been over the years. But I don’t doubt that 
they’ll both be ranked before the end of the 
season if they stay on this trajectory.

TC: You’ve been following the rivalry 
for a long time, as a player, coach and 
broadcaster. I’m just wondering if you’ve 
seen the rivalry change over the last couple 
of decades, and how so?

JB: It’s just gotten bigger. It hasn’t changed. 
There’s just more to it. There’s more money 
riding on it, there’s more attention. It seems 
like over the years, you go to these games, it’s 
like a Lakers game in the 80s. They’re stars all 

over the place that come to this game, over any 
others. It’s the hottest ticket—it has been for 
35 years, maybe longer. 

The one thing that has changed—I think 
in the 60s and 70s, it was very one-sided. 
North Carolina was the dominant program. I 
think once you got to the mid-80s, it became 
a fair fight. You look at the numbers [since 
then], they’re extraordinary. The number 
of wins are even, the number of points that 
the teams score against one another are 
just about even. I mean, you couldn’t make 
that up. It seems like ESPN is making that 
up when you see it, that [it] can’t be true. 
But it is. It’s really remarkable. And that’s 
yet another reason why this rivalry is so 
amazing, is how one team may go on a run 
for a short period of time or whatever, but 
it’s amazing how even it has been, and it’s 
[at] the highest possible level. 

And people say, ‘Well, it’s a lot like the Yankees-
Red Sox.’ Yankees-Red Sox—they haven’t had this 
kind of rivalry, where both teams have won this 
amount of championships and been at the top of 
the game for that amount of time. And Lakers-
Celtics, all that stuff, you name it—they can’t 
match that for that amount of time. It’s really 
incredible, hard to believe in a lot of ways.

Courtesy of Wikimedia
Bilas says watching games with no fans in the stands is like “watching practice.”

Chronicle File Photo
Nolan Smith put on a show for the Cameron 
Indoor Stadium crowd in 2011.

Chronicle File Photo
Shane Battier excelled in his final regular 
season game against North Carolina.
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OLD PALS

My title 
run with 
Caleb Love

Basketball is something of a religion here at Duke, so I feel 
I should confess something to the basketball gods: In middle 

school, I was a teammate of North 
Carolina’s starting point guard Caleb 
Love.

In Durham, this must be some 
kind of sin. But what’s even more 
damning is that I barely remember 
the experience.

For two unbelievable seasons in middle school, I played in the 
famous Ramey League in St. Louis. Alumni of the Ramey League 
include Duke’s own Jayson Tatum and the Houston Rockets’ Ben 
McLemore.

If the Ramey name sounds familiar to you, then you have 
probably heard of Courtney Ramey, whose dad started the 
league. Courtney was my teammate both years in the league and 
is now a star point guard in his own right at Texas. Ramey is 
averaging 13.9 points per game while shooting 45% from deep 
for the sixth-ranked team in the country.

So what about Caleb Love?
I’ll level with you. I can’t offer a very detailed scouting report 

on the nine-year-old version of Love I played with. I could tell 
you more about the concession stand nachos than I could about 
Caleb Love. Besides the fact that he was a good ball handler, I 
can’t recall one specific aspect about my former teammate, and 
for that I truly apologize.

Here’s what I can remember. After the preseason workout, 
Love was drafted higher than about half the league despite being 
a full two years younger than everyone else. Our team, boosted 
by Ramey’s leadership, Love’s ball skills and my writing ability, 
steamrolled the competition to win the league championship.

However, without my presence on the court, Love hasn’t 
found the same success at the college level. He is going through 
quite the rough patch in his freshman season with the Tar Heels. 
The 18th-ranked recruit in his class is shooting just 31% from 
the field, and his team has fallen out of the AP Top 25.

Love’s play has improved in the last few weeks, though, and 
he’ll be a tough matchup for Jeremy Roach and Jordan Goldwire 
to handle.

Facing the Blue Devils will serve as extra motivation for Love 
on Saturday. In a classic twist, Love actually grew up a Duke fan. 
His high school coach was Tatum’s dad, Justin, who coached 
Love and Christian Brothers College High School to the brink of 
a state championship.

Will Love prove Duke head coach Mike Krzyzewski wrong 
for not offering him a scholarship? I don’t know—the only 
predictable thing about the Tobacco Road rivalry is how 
unpredictable it is. But I’m betting that Love will bring his ‘A 
game’ to Cameron Indoor Stadium, and Coach K will need to 
plan for it.

Like all freshmen at North Carolina, Love has seen few, if 
any, classmates during a pandemic that separates us. It’s tough 
to make friends who aren’t your teammates when you can only 
meet someone through Zoom.

Love probably doesn’t remember me, and I barely 
remember him. But he should know that he has at least an 
acquaintance in me. 

We’re not so different, after all—two St. Louis guys who love 
basketball and whose first choice school was Duke.

Glen Morgenstern

Courtesy of the ACC
Caleb Love has struggled so far this season for North Caro-
lina, shooting just 30.4% from the field.

A LOOK BACK

A historical look at the hostility 
in the Duke-UNC rivalry

By Shane Smith
Sports Managing Editor

Two dependable blue-bloods with iconic histories, now 
unranked and scrapping for a once-seemingly guaranteed 
berth in the NCAA tournament. Tickets to a rivalry matchup in 
Cameron Indoor Stadium that are usually as expensive as a used 
car, not even on the market amidst a pandemic.

This year’s Duke vs. North Carolina showdown isn’t the one 
we’re used to. It’s hard to imagine this game without the fanfare 
that comes with the greatest rivalry in college sports, but it isn’t 
hard to understand why the game feels so different with the state 
of the Tobacco Road rivalry over the past decade. 

The Tar Heels will always be the circled game on Duke’s schedule, 
and vice versa, because of the history, though in recent years it’s 
really the competition and fan bases that give each clash so much 
hype and the highest TV ratings of the season. Two unranked teams 
playing in front of nobody just won’t be the same.

With the schools separated by just eight miles and their 
followings intertwined around the state, there’s animosity 
toward the other shade of blue in everyone’s daily lives, masked 
by southern hospitality. And you can’t argue with a competition 
where over the last 108 meetings, each team has won 54 times 
with North Carolina scoring just six more total points since 
1977. The Blue Devils and Tar Heels have had at least one ranked 
team in every matchup since 1961...until now.

A struggling, young Duke team and a struggling, young 
Carolina team face off without all the usual storylines, just the 
name brand of the rivalry to prop itself up in 2021. Does this 
year’s iterations remotely resemble the usual hype?

Don’t be mistaken, this rivalry certainly spawned out of hate.
While the two schools have been anything but friendly since 

starting the series in 1920, some would say that Duke-UNC as we 
know it now exploded in 1961. Art Heyman, who has his No. 25 
retired in Cameron, had some major history with the neighbors 
in Chapel Hill, as he was originally committed to play for the 
Tar Heels before some savvy recruiting by Duke head coach Vic 
Bubas. Heyman’s relationship with North Carolina players, slurs 
and a sucker punch directed his way, and the future No. 1 overall 
NBA draft pick’s meteoric rise to one of the best players in college 
basketball provide all the backstory for one of the biggest brawls 
in college basketball history.

In the closing seconds of a Blue Devil win in a top-five 
matchup with the Tar Heels Feb. 4, 1961, Heyman hit future 
Basketball Hall of Famer and old friend Larry Brown with a hard 
foul, eventually leading to punches being thrown on both sides. 
In an instant, the two rivals collided in a nasty brawl that would 
require 10 police officers to restore order.

The hatred and rivalry only grew from there, just without 
the clash of titans we’ve grown to expect in the 21st century. 
Just two games between Duke and North Carolina from 1962-
1977 featured both teams ranked in the top 25 at the time of 
the game. Enemies would only grow closer with the inception of 

the Big Four Tournament, an early season, nonconference only 
tournament with the Blue Devils and Tar Heels as well as in-state 
foes Wake Forest and N.C. State. This new arrangement added 
an extra game each year to the rivalry, and even resulted in four 
Duke-UNC games during the 1978-79 season, in which each 
team won twice.

The best rivalries are built on respect, but sometimes it’s nice to 
see the extra juices flowing during the intense matchups. The Blue 
Devils and Tar Heels had more than a fair share of extracurriculars 
as both programs continued to dominate the sport.

Former Duke forward Jay Bilas recounts the young Blue 
Devils visiting Chapel Hill during summers in the early 
1980s to play fierce, competitive pickup games against 
Michael Jordan and company, further establishing the 
familiarity between the schools.

Mike Krzyzewski famously called out the ACC on a “double-
standard” for legendary UNC coach Dean Smith after the Duke 
head coach was upset about the referee’s handling of technical 
fouls during a Tar Heel win against the Blue Devils in 1984. 
Smith became irate with the accusation, and though the two 
coaches developed a mutual respect, the spectacle undoubtedly 
grinded some gears between the programs. Duke would play 
with a fiery passion two months later in the ACC tournament, 
exacting revenge with an upset win against the Tar Heels and 
establishing the moment in which Krzyzewski finally got over the 
hump against Smith.

And who could forget Gerald Henderson’s elbow to Tyler 
Hansbrough’s face in 2007. While both sides can debate the intent 
of the play, the UNC star’s blood-covered scowl will remain one 
of the lasting images of the rivalry’s bad blood.

Times have certainly changed over the past decade to reflect 
the importance of the rivalry, and that’s not necessarily a bad 
thing. People tune in to see two great teams with Hall of Fame 
coaches play a close game in front of ravenous fans. That’s 
what makes college basketball great, but it misses just a bit of 
the hostility between the rivals. Nowadays, most top recruits 
committed to become a Blue Devil or Tar Heel have a friendly 
relationship with their counterparts down the road through 
AAU ball or high school all-star games.

Stars make a one-year pitstop in the rivalry, but leave for the 
next level before any real hatred develops. The closest thing these 
two schools have had to a real conflict since the Henderson-
Hansbrough incident was a Grayson Allen hip check on Garrison 
Brooks in 2018, leading to some strained feelings.

But here we are, with a pandemic and two underachieving 
powerhouses leading to a Duke-North Carolina showdown that 
feels like an afterthought compared to years past.

On the plainest surface, Saturday evening will be two 
unranked teams playing in an empty gym. But if there’s 
one question on if this will truly feel like the Tobacco Road 
rivalry, it’s whether or not the players can bring that old 
school Duke-Carolina edge.

Chronicle File Photo
If Duke and North Carolina want to bring back the magic of the Tobacco Road rivalry, they may want to use Tyler Hansbrough 
as an example and get a little chippy.
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Frontcourt Bench
By Micah Hurewitz
Staff Writer

Amid Duke’s struggles over the last few weeks, 
its small ball center has continued to shine under 
the bright lights. 

Sophomore Matthew Hurt comes into this 
matchup against the Tar Heels as  one of the 
top players in the ACC—his 18.8 points and 7.3 
rebounds per contest both lead the team, and his 
scoring far surpasses the numbers put up by North 
Carolina’s top scorer and frontcourt counterpart 
Armando Bacot. Hurt is an integral component of 
Duke’s offense, and has provided a spark for his 
team as a leader and shooter unparalleled by any 
player competing in Saturday’s matchup.

Hurt specializes as a stretch big, taking the ball 
into the post and finishing hook shots with finesse 
and a fadeaway reminiscent of Dirk Nowitzki’s 
signature move. His excellent fadeaway and high 
release point allow him to avoid contact and 
blocked shots near the rim. In addition to that, 
he can really stretch the floor. Hurt is making his 
threes at a 42% clip, meaning North Carolina’s 
bigs will be pulled up and out of the paint, creating 
space for passes inside. 

Since North Carolina runs with two traditional 

bigs, sophomore Bacot and senior Garrison 
Brooks, Hurt bears his biggest responsibility 
yet. Hurt’s vision and decision making with the 
ball at the top of the key and in the corners will 
be a difference-maker in Saturday’s game. The 
Rochester, Minn., native’s improved skills with the 
shot fake and pull-up jumpers he showed off in 
Monday’s loss at Miami could pose problems for 
Bacot defensively. 

On the other end of the floor, Hurt is not 
the biggest or strongest defender, so he will 
need to maintain good positioning to avoid 
surrendering offensive rebounds and easy 
paint baskets. Bacot and Brooks, both 6-foot-
10 and 240 pounds, could each pose matchup 
problems for the skinnier Hurt down low 
simply based on measurables. 

Bacot and Brooks’ inside skills have allowed 
the duo to combine for 22.4 points and 14.7 
rebounds per game, giving the Blue Devils 
trouble last season as well. There’s no doubt 
Bacot is hungry for his first ever rivalry win and 
a victory for Brooks would put him a step closer 
to finishing his career with a winning record 
against Duke.

The sturdy paint duo are not the greatest 
athletes, but they always seem to be in the right 
place to wrestle loose balls from opponents 
after missed shots. Their tenacity on the glass 
has propelled North Carolina to third in the 
nation in total rebounds per game with 42.8, so 
Duke will have to grind for any second-chance 
opportunities. 

Bacot rarely relinquishes opportunities for 
putback points, as his 65% shot conversion rate 
stands nearly 20 percentage points higher than 
last year. From a shooting efficiency standpoint, 
Brooks, the ACC Preseason Player of the Year, is 
playing well below expectations, with his mark 
from the field taking a nearly nine-point tumble 
from last year. Despite the decreased efficiency, 
his senior leadership is more than capable of 
propelling the younger Tar Heels regardless of his 
own play. 

The frontcourt matchup between each 
squad’s leading scorer will certainly be one 
to watch as Duke and North Carolina battle 
in Cameron Indoor Stadium.

Courtesy of the ACC
Matthew Hurt ranks second in the ACC in 
scoring with 18.8 points per game.

By Campbell Lawson
Staff Writer

Duke’s bench hasn’t been particularly 
notable this season. The majority of Blue 
Devil points have been scored by Matthew 
Hurt, DJ Steward and Jalen Johnson. That 
being said, there are a few players that 
likely won’t be on the floor at the start of 
Saturday’s game but could make a difference 
later in the evening. 

Jeremy Roach, for example, hasn’t been 
a consistent starter for the Blue Devils this 
season but is the team’s fourth-highest 
scorer. Roach has put up decent numbers in 
many games, and is averaging 8.8 points, 2.4 
rebounds and 2.6 assists for the season. The 
dynamic that Roach and Steward have on the 
court when they’re both playing well would 
undeniably be exciting to watch against the 
Tar Heels this weekend. 

Mark Williams’ sheer height has made him 
a fascinating player on the Duke roster this 
season. While he didn’t see significant minutes 
at the beginning of the year, he has progressively 
seen more playing time in recent contests. His 
size could be extremely useful on the defensive 
end for the Blue Devils. 

Joey Baker, meanwhile, has been an 
inconsistent bench piece for the Blue Devils 
this season. While he averages more minutes 
than Williams, he’s shooting only 27.3% 
from the field. However, as a returning 
junior, Baker is a leader for this very young 
team. Hopefully for the Blue Devils, his 
experience facing off against the Tar Heels 
will allow him to shine both as a player and 
as a leader. 

Another player that could see a good 
amount of time on the court come Saturday 
evening is Jaemyn Brakefield. Brakefield 
hasn’t seen as many minutes as some other 
players on the team, but rarely disappoints 
when he does play. He averages 3.8 points 
and 2.7 rebounds in 12.8 minutes per game 
while shooting 40% from three.

Rounding out the bench contributors 
is Henry Coleman III, who comes in with 
just four total points on the season. While 
Coleman certainly could make an appearance 
on the court Saturday, don’t expect him to 
garner any significant minutes.

The Tar Heels have a more evenly 
distributed roster in terms of playing time, but 
there are still some key bench pieces Duke will 
have to spend time focusing on.

Senior wing Andrew Platek consistently 
scores around his average of 4.7 points per 
game. The difference he can make for North 
Carolina, though, is with his leadership, as 
this will be his ninth career game against the 
Blue Devils. Much of what he can offer to 
support the Tar Heels Saturday will come 
from the energy that he brings. 

Sophomore guard Anthony Harris also 
has the potential to be an excellent asset for 
North Carolina, though he’s been prone to 
inconsistency—after scoring 10 points in 
11 minutes against N.C. State Jan. 23, he 
struggled Tuesday against Clemson en route 
to zero points in 14 minutes.

Ultimately, the key to win the game 
could lie in the hands of each team’s bench. 
If Duke wants to win Saturday, it’ll need 
to dig a little deeper into its roster than it 
normally does.

Courtesy of Nat LeDonne/Duke Athletics
Mark Williams has emerged in recent games.
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Backcourt Wings
By Nithin Ragunathan
Associate Sports Editor

The Duke-North Carolina rivalry has 
extremely rich guard history, from the likes 
of legends such as Michael Jordan and Bobby 
Hurley to more recent NBA draftees such as 
Tre Jones and Cole Anthony. While this year’s 
guards may not stack up to those names, it’ll 
certainly be a competitive matchup in the 
backcourt Saturday.

For one, Jordan Goldwire has made a name 
for himself as a pesky defender and an overall 
scrappy player. Amongst ACC players, he only 
trails Georgia Tech’s Jose Alvarado in steals with 
an impressive 2.4 per game. 

Goldwire is also one of the leaders of 
this extremely young Duke team. Though 
he’s not a prolific scorer, he’s someone that 
head coach Mike Krzyzewski feels is reliable 
enough to run his system on both ends of 
the floor given the sheer amount of time 
he’s spent in Durham. There’s no doubt that 
Goldwire will leave everything he has out on 
the floor in his final North Carolina home 
game as a Blue Devil.

Meanwhile, DJ Steward looks to continue 
his solid rookie campaign with a memorable 
first game against North Carolina. Steward 
has gained Krzyzewski’s trust, starting all 
but two regular season games. The Chicago 
native has been a virtual lock to score double 
figures on a nightly basis, doing so in all but 

three appearances this season. 
If Steward is able to get to the line consistently, 

the Tar Heels could be in for a long night. Not every 
freshman can manage to shoot 85.3% from the free 
throw line with the volume of fouls that Steward 
draws. The Whitney Young product is also one of 
Duke’s best long-range shooters, so North Carolina 
head coach Roy Williams will make sure to impart 
some caution to his players when it comes to 
guarding Steward away from the basket.

In the Tar Heel backcourt, freshman Caleb 
Love currently averages 10.3 points along with 
3.1 assists per game. Love’s best game of the 
season came Jan. 20 against Wake Forest, in 
which he put up a career-high 20 points and shot 
7-of-12 from the field. However, the freshman 
guard has proven to be quite inconsistent from 
beyond the arc. He’s only shooting 22.2% from 
three on the season, a weakness Duke can easily 
exploit. Look for the Blue Devils to sag off Love 
when he’s out in space Saturday.

After RJ Davis opened the first nine 
games of the season starting at the 
second guard spot, Williams has looked 
exclusively to Kerwin Walton to fill that 
role since the start of the new year. Walton 
is averaging 10.1 points per game across 
his eight starts, a significant uptick from 
his production as a bench player. He’s also 
shooting 42.4% from three for the season, 
so Duke must make sure that it guards 
Walton tight on the perimeter or he will 
make them pay.

By Brennan Hurd
Staff Writer

Duke’s wing play has been nothing short 
of a roller coaster throughout the season, 
plagued by injuries, inconsistent shooting 
and foul trouble. But the Blue Devils will 
need a quality game from the likes of Jalen 
Johnson and Wendell Moore Jr. if they wish 
to knock off North Carolina Saturday.

Johnson, who was named ACC Freshman 
of the Week last week, has been a key 
component of Duke’s recent wins. Averaging 
over 13 points, seven rebounds and three 
assists a game over the Blue Devils’ recent 
two-game win streak, Johnson seems to 
shine when it matters most. The Milwaukee 
native has recorded five double-digit scoring 
performances in his 10 games as a Blue 
Devil, adding at least two blocks in all of 
those five games but one.

Johnson has been hyped as a potential 
lottery pick all year, but perhaps he was 
pushed even further into the national 
spotlight with his posterizing dunk in 
the first half of Saturday’s win against 
Clemson. And while Johnson has long 
been known for his physicality on the 
court, he’s also shown off his elite passing 
abilities. When asked about Johnson, head 
coach Mike Krzyzewski said “he makes you 
like passing.” 

As seen in the game against Clemson, elite 
passing leads to elite scoring. If Johnson can 
continue to improve on his consistency, the 
rest of the team can, and will, benefit. 

Playing by his side is Moore, who seems 
to have found his rhythm within this young 
and talented Duke team, scoring 18 points 
on 7-of-9 shooting Monday night against 
Miami. Before Monday, Moore had scored 
more than four points in only four of his 
11 games played this season. However, his 
impact is reflected in other aspects of the 
game outside of just scoring.

Even in the games in which Moore’s 
playing time was limited, he affected the 
game through timely rebounds. For Moore 

to make an impact against the Tar Heels 
Saturday, his importance will reach beyond 
points—he must make his experience felt 
through the entirety of his game.

Of course, how could one forget the 
dazzling finish for Moore when these two 
teams met last February. A last-second 
putback by Moore provided the final points 
of an improbable comeback and cemented 
his name in Duke lore.

On the other end of the court is Leaky 
Black, North Carolina’s premier wing 
player. His season, much like Moore’s, 
began on a shaky foot. He was shooting just 
35.2% from the floor before being benched 
in late December. However, his struggles 
were only temporary. From that point on, 
Black has been an integral part of North 
Carolina’s success.

A confident Black could spell trouble for 
this young Duke team, so keeping him cold 
from the 3-point line will be vital. In his 
two games against Duke a year ago, Black 
finished a combined 6-of-17 shooting for 
15 points, and failed to amass more than 
seven rebounds in either game. Last year, 
the Blue Devils had Black’s number, and 
for another year of Duke domination, they 
must continue to do the same.

Courtesy of Nat LeDonne/Duke Athletics
Jalen Johnson is undoubtedly one of the 

most athletic players in the country.

Charles York | Associate Photography Editor
Jordan Goldwire leads the ACC in assist-to-turnover ratio at 3.7-to-1.4.
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MAN IN THE BOOTH

Jay Bilas has been involved in the Duke-
UNC rivalry for nearly four decades in 
a variety of fashions, playing for the Blue 
Devils from 1982-1986, serving as an 
assistant coach under Mike Krzyzewski 
from 1989-1992 and now broadcasting the 
games as a studio analyst for ESPN.

The Chronicle spoke with Bilas over 
the phone Saturday, discussing the best 
Duke-UNC games ever, how the rivalry has 
changed over the years and more.

This interview has been edited for length 
and clarity. 

The Chronicle: To start off, obviously 
you broadcast a countless number of 
college basketball games each year. I’m 
just wondering, when you wake up to call 
a Duke-UNC game that day, is there a 
different feeling than all the other games 
that you cover?

Jay Bilas: Yes and no. I mean, no from the 
standpoint of your preparation is the same 
every game and how you go about your job 
is the same every game. But I think there’s 
a different feeling simply because of the 
amount of attention the game draws. I 
mean, it’s not only a rivalry game, which 
there are a lot of those, but it’s somehow a 
rivalry game that so many people outside of 
that sphere are interested in. I mean, it’s our 
highest rated game of the year, every year. 
And so it just carries a different feel than 
other games. I mean, it shouldn’t be more 
important, theoretically, but it is.

TC: I saw on ESPN, you made some 
comments on the one-and-done era and sort 
of criticizing those who say that one-and-
done teams don’t and haven’t won. I’m just 
wondering how you think that one-and-done 
has impacted Duke-UNC, specifically related 
to the fact that you see mostly new faces on 
each side every single year?

JB: Well, I don’t think it’s impacted the 
rivalry at all. I think it’s the same, because 
every game is its own entity. Every game is 
really its own lifetime in a way.

TC: Going back to last February, a lot of 
people are comparing [Duke’s comeback 
at North Carolina] to the Austin Rivers 
game.... In your opinion, are those two 
games in the conversation [for best Duke-
UNC games ever] and which others belong 
in that conversation?

JB: I mean, I wouldn’t even know. There 
have been so many. You know, the game in 
the ACC tournament with Coby White and 
Zion Williamson when Coby White had 
the last shot. The shoe game—even though 
it wasn’t a good game, it was one you’ll 
remember forever. I mean, there have been 
so many. Heck when I was playing, we had 
barn-burning games. In ‘84, there was the 
double overtime game, and then the game in 
the ACC tournament. 

I mean, there’s so many, so it’s really hard. 
You know, when Battier blocked Joseph 
Forte’s shot from behind, that game. Chris 
Duhon’s buzzer beater. I think it was [Marvin] 
Williams from North Carolina made a shot 
at the end of the game for Carolina to win 
at UNC in 2005. Carolina won the national 
championship that year. 

You know, there’s so many of them. 
That’s the best part about the rivalry is it 
always delivers. I mean, I say that all the 
time, but it’s true. There’s never a time that 
that rivalry doesn’t deliver.

TC: Going back, it’s said that 1986—your 
senior year at Duke, your final Duke-UNC 
game that you played in—was when tenting 
and Krzyzewskiville really began. Did you 
or your teammates notice at the time the 
tenters prior to the game? And what were 
your and your teammates’ initial reactions 
to that, if you noticed it?

JB: We did not—I don’t know that we were 
that aware of everything that was going on. 
We certainly didn’t know it was gonna be 
a long-lasting thing, where it was starting 
some sort of tradition. That was sort of the 
innocent climb of the program, where there 
had been—probably ‘84, ‘85, ‘86, the program 
had been consistently nationally ranked, and 
then we rose up to be the No. 1 team in ‘86. 
And that was sort of the first of everything 
from Coach K, where it was his first ACC 
Championship, his first Final Four, his first 
No. 1 ranking and all that stuff. So, I’m not 
sure we knew sort of what it was gonna 
become, that you could fathom all this stuff. 
I certainly remember all the people waiting 
outside, but you never thought it would be an 
every year scenario.

TC: Related to that, you’ve been involved with the 
rivalry since then. What’s it been like each year 
seeing tenting and Krzyzewskiville continue to 
grow to what it’s become in recent years?

JB: It’s been interesting. At first, I really 
didn’t understand it, why people would 
want to wait outside all that time. I mean, 
I understood wanting to get the best seats, 
but doing it for weeks and weeks at a time 
when the truth is just about everybody gets 
in anyway—I didn’t get it. But it’s a social 
thing, too, and so it’s become ritualistic and 
all that. Maybe it’s just the way, kind of being 
there when we were, it’s hard to wrap your 
head around waiting outside and sleeping 
in tents for weeks at a time. I don’t get that 
when you’ve got a warm bed waiting for you 
somewhere else.

TC: Obviously, everyone’s seen the impact 
that no fans in the stands has had this 
season. But is it still gonna be weird seeing 
no fans involved [in Saturday’s game]?

JB: I mean, the levels of weird of all this is 

Q&A: Jay Bilas discusses Tobacco Road rivalry  
By Evan Kolin
Sports Editor

Chronicle File Photo
As a player, coach and now broadcaster, Bilas has experienced the Duke-UNC rivalry 
from a number of different vantage points.

See BILAS on Page 10
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The Tell-Aviv University Sackler School of Medicine
New York State/American Program

The Sackler School of Medicine-New York State/ American Program 
offers an outstanding four year medical school curriculum, taught in English, 
leading to the M.D. degree. The Program is chartered by the Regents of the 
University of the State of New York and is accredited by the State of Israel.

Students do their clerkships and electives in the hospitals in Israel, the U.S. 
and Canada. One of these hospitals, Sheba Medical Center, was selected 
by Newsweek magazine as one of the top 10 hospitals around the world.

Graduates participate in the National Resident Matching Program and return 
to the United States for their residency training. Since its commencement in 
1976, over 2,000 alumni have completed their residency training at the most 
distinguished hospitals in the United States and Canada.

www.sacklerschool.org provides extensive information about Sackler
SOM. For further information, e-mail sacklermed@sacklermed.org

Applications for the Class of 2025 are available on our website.

Favorite menu items
chicken burrito $6.86
Veggie Quesadilla $3.50
Steak Nachos $7.52
Chips and Salsa $2.79

1920 1/2  Perry St. @ Ninth Street 
Just a block from East Campus

BEST.

BURRITO.

EVER.
OPEN
LATE

Shannon Fang| Graphic Designer
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How the K-Ville experience has changed amid COVID-19
By Jake C. Piazza
Blue Zone Editor

Normally around this time of year, the Cameron 
Crazies would be making last-second Amazon 
purchases for blue face paint and putting the 
finishing touches on their game day outfit.

But this year, sophomore Emily Mittleman 
won’t get to show off her signature blue morph 
suit in Cameron Indoor Stadium. 

And Krzyzewskiville won’t be filled with over 
100 tents packed with sleep-deprived students 
competing for a coveted ticket to the Duke vs. 
North Carolina game.

And last, but certainly not least, when 
“Everytime We Touch” blares through the 
Cameron Indoor Stadium speakers right before 
tipoff of the Tobacco Road rivalry contest, Section 
17 won’t have those students packed in like 
sardines screaming at the top of their lungs.

Thus is the modern-day plight of the 
Cameron Crazie, a now stadium-less fan longing 
to let out boisterous hoots and hollers as their 
beloved Blue Devils take on the Tar Heels. From 
freshmen to seniors to line monitors, the same 
solemn tone about missing the big game rings 
true throughout campus.

“What I’m probably gonna miss the most is just 

being in Cameron, like the energy of it,” Mittleman 
said. “Nothing really compares to the energy in 
Cameron when everyone is cheering so loud and 
everything like that.”

‘Keep the K-Ville community going’
For many students, K-Ville is a pivotal 

part of the Duke experience, and junior Nitin 
Subramanian already knows he will make every 
moment count during the 2021-22 season.

“In past years, if I had to study or have a test or 
something, I’m like, ‘I’m probably not gonna go to the 
game,’” Subramanian said. “But next year it feels like 
the very last chance I’ll have to be in Cameron, really, 
so [I’m] gonna try to make every game. Obviously 
gonna black tent and everything, too.”

The days Subramanian speaks of are still 
far away, and while fully recreating the buzz 
that surrounds a typical 
Tobacco Road rivalry 
game is impossible right 
now, Duke’s governing 
body of K-Ville, the line 
monitors, created an app 
to salvage the experience 
as best they can.

“We kind of came 
up with this way, with [Duke] 
Athletics, to keep the K-Ville community going,” 
co-head line monitor Hope Morales said. 

On a side note, Duke students may know 
Morales as the line monitor who brings a plastic 
baby doll into every Duke game and hoists it 
up like Simba on the jumbotron. And for those 
wondering, the baby does still in fact go to every 
Duke home game thanks to Coach K’s daughter, 
Debbie Savarino, who sets the baby up with a great 
seat to watch all the action. 

The way the line monitor’s app, Bleachr, works 
is similar to the structure of K-Ville tenting in a 
normal year. Students can virtually group into 
tents of up to 10 people, and in the weeks leading 
up to the big game, there are online competitions 
where the tents can earn points. 

Since the normal incentives are temporarily 
on hold, the line monitors created a new reward 
system to liven up the remote K-Ville experience. 

The big carrot dangling at the end of the rope this 
year for the virtual tent with the most points is 
tickets to a to-be-named-later Duke game against 
an ACC opponent in the 2021-22 season.

Now, the tenters reading this article may be 
wondering why the number of people allowed in 
one tent is 10 as opposed to the typical 12, and 
that’s just another obstacle that line monitors and 
virtual tenters alike have had to navigate.

The line monitors opted to change the tent 
number from 12 to 10 in an effort to make it possible 
for students to meet in person (while following all 
Duke and Durham public health guidelines) with 
their tent group if they so choose to.

In addition to the virtual tenting feature of the 
app, all Duke students are free to tune in for some of 
the other services the app offers, including a virtual 
pregame show before every home game.

“We’re reenacting the 
pregame show virtually, so 
before the game you can 
tune into the little Zoom 
call,” co-head line monitor 
Camden Vassallo said. 
“And we play ‘Everytime 
We Touch,’ ‘All I Do Is Win,’ 
they do the lights and the 
player introductions and 

there’s a little chat. It’s like a Twitch/Zoom hybrid.”

A unifying experience
While the line monitors may be able to provide 

some sort of pregame and game day experience for 
Duke students, the annual bench-burning after a 
Duke win is something that, at this point, will be 
completely lost.

For anyone unfamiliar with the tradition, 
each year, in the event that the Blue Devils beat 
the Tar Heels in Cameron Indoor Stadium, there 
is a University-sanctioned bench-burning in 
the quads of West Campus. Students scurry out 
of the stadium, dorm rooms and off-campus 
apartments immediately after the final buzzer 
sounds to celebrate with their classmates around 
the makeshift bonfire. 

For freshman Sue Zhang, missing out on the 
bench-burning is even worse than missing out 

on watching the actual game. She will have to 
wait another year to experience the “moment 
of camaraderie” that she was looking forward to 
experiencing as a Blue Devil.

Right there alongside Zhang is senior 
George Cook, who vividly remembers going to 
a Duke-North Carolina game during his senior 
year of high school and watching the bench-
burning afterward.

“When I was a senior in high school and went to 
the game, I went to the bench-burning after. I think for 
me, that kind of helped cement my belief that Duke 
was the school that I wanted to go to,” Cook said. 

But that’s not the only reason Cook will miss 
the game day experience this year. 

“I think it sometimes feels that Duke can 
be a divided school between Greek life, SLGs, 
independent people, engineers, Trinity students, 
etc.” Cook wrote. “I think UNC game day is one 
of those times when the whole student body can 
have fun together and enjoy being Duke students.”

Junior Andrew Rasetti has gotten to experience 
multiple Tobacco Road rivalry games and a 
bench-burning himself, and he echoed a similar 
sentiment as Cook.

“I think such a big part of the game is coming 

Eric Wei | Staff Photographer
There will be no bench-burning this year.

Charles York | Associate Photography Editor
There are no tents in K-Ville this winter. See K-VILLE on Page 10

HOPE MORALES
CO-HEAD LINE MONITOR

We kind of came up with 
this way...to keep the K-Ville 
community going



2 | FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2021  dukechronicle.com   The Chronicle
LAST YEAR

A look back at when everything was normal
By Derek Saul

Sports Features Editor
Conner McLeod
Associate Sports Editor

On March 7, 2020, thousands of people 
packed into Cameron Indoor Stadium to 
watch Duke take on North Carolina in a highly 
anticipated matchup between the Tobacco 
Road rivals. As it turns out, that game will live 
on in history for more than what happened on 
the court: It was just days before the college 
basketball season was cancelled and the world 
flipped upside down.

Sitting on press row for that March 7 contest 
were us, Derek Saul and Conner McLeod, The 
Chronicle’s sports editor and sports managing 
editor at the time, respectively. As the Blue 
Devils prepare to host the Tar Heels Saturday 
in a fan-less Cameron, we reflect on the 2020 
meeting, a night that feels like it took place in 
another era.

McLeod: Where were you on the last 
day before the world as we knew it abruptly 
came to an end? For Duke students, the final 
basketball game of the regular season against 
none other than the Tar Heels marked the last 
day of unmasked, pandemic-free fun on the 
hallowed campus of Duke University.

Gameday for most consisted of the usual 
Krzyzewskiville shenanigans, as tenters and 
non-tenters alike celebrated Duke basketball, 
the beating heart of the student body which 
almost never fails in bringing the campus 
together. For Derek and I, however, we were 
mentally preparing for what we knew to be 
one of, if not the greatest privilege any college 
sports journalist would ever experience: 
covering a blockbuster matchup in the biggest 
rivalry in college basketball. Nobody knew 
it then, but it would be the last game Duke 
would play of the year before dropping out 
of the ACC and NCAA tournaments due to 
COVID-19. Although the rest of 2020 didn’t 
go to plan, Derek and I will at least have the 
memories of that day for the rest of our lives 
to remind us of how things used to be.

Before sitting at our assigned seats, Derek 
and I were allowed to stand on the sidelines 
near press row, somewhat sharing the court 
with the athletes who would later be putting 
on a show for the arena. The aura of the 
event actualized into court vibrations felt 
in my body as I stood just feet away from 
the nervous pregame dribbling of Tre Jones 
and the layup line show-stopping dunks via 
Cassius Stanley. 

Despite the insane academic rigor at 
Duke, getting to my press row seat remains 
the hardest task I’ve had in my undergraduate 
career. Gameday against North Carolina 
proved to be the hardest attempt yet, due 
to the well-known practice of packing in 
as many fans as possible into the student 
section. Squeezing past the yelling, amped up, 
antsy and slightly intoxicated sardines while 
trying my absolute hardest not to drop my 

computer or have someone spill something 
on my borrowed blazer is definitely another 
vivid memory of the day.

Yes, the pregame events left us excited 
and amped for the day ahead, but nothing 
compared to actually doing what Derek and 
I waited to do for about two and a half years: 
cover and report on Duke’s matchup against 
North Carolina.

Saul: That March 7 contest was Duke’s 
last action for almost nine months, so it’s 
only fitting that the game was memorable in 
its own right.

Even though North Carolina entered the 
contest with a 13-17 record, it was still an 
installment of the Tobacco Road rivalry, so 
the atmosphere in Cameron Indoor Stadium 
was electric. The underdog Tar Heels kept 
it close all evening, until the unlikeliest of 

heroes emerged for the Blue Devils: rarely 
used fifth-year senior Justin Robinson, who 
helped Duke to an 89-76 victory.

Getting his first career start on Senior 
Night, Robinson turned in the performance 
of a lifetime. His 13 points, six rebounds, 
three assists and four blocks were all career-
highs. As I wrote at the time: 

“Already having played the best game 
of his college career, Robinson fell to the 
ground while taking a contested triple with 
4:27 remaining in the contest. The shot fell 
for Robinson’s fourth 3-pointer of the night, 
sending the crazed Cameron crowd into a 
blissful frenzy.

“This was everything he could have 
dreamt of and more.”

This was supposed to just be Duke’s 
regular-season finale, with the ACC and 
NCAA tournaments—the “real season,” as 
Robinson called it—still to come. But that 
turned out to be the last game the 2019-20 
Blue Devils would ever play. Just five days 
later, the NCAA tournament was cancelled, 
and our country spiraled into the depths of 
the pandemic.

No matter what, this would have been a 
game I would remember for the rest of my 
life. Sitting centercourt in press row for the 
home game against North Carolina is seen as 
the biggest benefit of serving as sports editor 
or sports managing editor of The Chronicle, 
and the game itself was exciting. 

But, as is the case for so many people, I’ll 
remember this game for being many lasts. It’s 
the last time I’ll attend a game in Cameron as a 
Duke student, the last time I’ll sit in Cameron’s 
press row and, most importantly, the last time 
I’ll feel like “normal” as a Duke student.

This year, Conner and I will cover the 
North Carolina game remotely. There will be 
no Cameron Crazies in attendance, nobody 
on press row and none of the raucous 
environment the game is famous for. 

But, hey, at least the last game many 
of us got to see in Cameron was one we’ll 
never forget.

Eric Wei | Staff Photographer
Our Derek Saul and Conner McLeod had the honor of covering last year’s Duke vs. North 
Carolina game at Cameron Indoor Stadium.
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