
Words really can’t describe when you just let your passion out like that.
GARRISON BROOKS

Artist discovers her culture by living in another 
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Vennela Medapati, a senior media and journalism major, draws on her iPad 
in Davis Library on Feb. 21, 2020. The art she creates has Indian influences.
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Vennela Medapati, a senior media and journalism major, looks up from a 
drawing she creates on her iPad in Davis Library on Friday, Feb. 21, 2020. 

By Sarah Campbell
Staff Writer

Four years ago, Vennela Medapati 
was a freshman, new to the United 
States and majoring in biology. Now, 
she’s a media and journalism major 
with a passion for making art and a 
drive to share it. 

M e d a p a t i  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Connecticut, but spent her entire 
life in India. She decided to return 
to the United States for college, but 
didn’t initially plan to pursue her 
current route, she said. 

“I came here for college four years 

ago in 2016 fall,” Medapati said. 
“Why North Carolina? Because I 
wanted to practice applying for 
universities, and UNC had the 
earliest deadline, so I was like ‘Yeah, 
I’ve heard of this university, let me 
just apply to it.’” 

Medapati entered UNC as a 
biology major, because she felt that 
a creative path for her education was 
not an option for her. However, after 
taking a few classes in the journalism 
school, she decided to change her 
major, Medapati said.

“In India, there’s only three 
possible fields that anyone can go 
into, not really, but 90 percent of 
the kids,” Medapati said. “Being an 
artist and doing creative stuff is not 
really an option there, so I really 
think that’s how I fell into the biology 
track, but I’ve always been the artsy 

fartsy of the family.” 
Medapati  grew up creating 

art, and has explored a variety of 
media. However, her current style 
reflects one very similar to what 
she first drew while growing up in 
India, she said. 

“My first memory of making art 
that people appreciated was in the 
same style when I was around 5 or 
6 years old,” Medapati said. “At the 
time, I never knew that there was 
something called a style of art and 
that you have to find a niche or fit, 
so I‘ve dabbled with different media 
sense, and I think I’ve finally found 
my current niche of doing digital 
art in the style that I did way back 
when I was 5 years old.” 

Medapati’s art features nature, 
portraits and animals in a distinct, 
colorful style. The style is unique to 
American audiences, but is actually 
a common style used in India, 
Medapati said. 

“My style is very Indian, and 
it looks unique here, but it’s very 
common there,” Medapati said. “I 
don’t think I would’ve been able to 
express myself like this if I stayed 
back in India. Coming to the U.S. 

has made me expand my horizons.”
Although coming to the U.S. was 

a culture shock for Medapati, her art 
has gained a stronger Indian influence 
since living here, said Alexis Byrd, her 
friend and former roommate.

“Her art has become more true to 
her roots, because now that she is 
in an American university setting, 
I think it ’s harder to draw on 
immediate things and inspiration 
for her work,” Byrd said. “Being 
surrounded by mostly Americans, I 
think her work has started to take 
on a very clear Indian influence.” 

Medapati grew up in a space 
where everyone around her was 
similar to her, which made it 
difficult to discover her identity. 
Coming to the U.S. made her realize 
who she is and the influence of her 
culture on her life, Medapati said.

“I think you don’t know your 
identity until you see other people’s 
identities as well,” Medapati said. 
“In India, I was surrounded by 
everybody who looked similar to 
me and spoke similar to me, so I 
didn’t know I had an identity until 
I came here. Coming here gave me 
the exposure to express my culture 
and how I grew up. I would not have 
seen that from a third person point 
of view if I hadn’t come here.” 

Although Medapati’s culture 
has a large influence on her art, 
she said not everything she creates 
has strong roots or a meaning 
behind it. Sometimes, art can be a 
purely beautiful thing, rather than 
something with a complex meaning 
behind it, she said.

Medapati grew up in India, 
but being at UNC helped her 

express her culture through art.

DTH ONLINE:  For more images 
of Vennela Medapati and her work, 
visit www.dailytarheel.com. SEE VENNELA MEDAPATI, PAGE 7
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Battle for 
power rages 
on in 2020

By Brent Van Vliet
Senior Writer

A group of plaintiffs led by advocacy group Common 
Cause N.C. has appealed to the N.C. Supreme Court to 
overturn laws passed by Republicans in the General 
Assembly in 2016 that limited the governor’s powers before 
Roy Cooper took office.

The bills, Senate Bill 4 and House Bill 17, were passed 
in December 2016 during a special legislative session the 
month before Cooper took office. The first altered the ability 
of the governor to make appointments, primarily to the 
state board of elections and the State Ethics Commission.

The second bill implemented 
a new approval  process  that  

A lawsuit challenging the General Assembly power 
grab in 2016 is heading to the N.C. Supreme Court.

SEE COOPER PAGE 6

“I don’t think I would’ve 
been able to express 
myself like this if I stayed 
back in India. ” 
Vennela Medapati
UNC senior media and journalism major
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Forging Ties, 
Forging Passports: 

Migration and the Modern 
Sephardi Diaspora 

In this talk, Devi Mays presents a history of 
migration and nation-building from the vantage 
point of those who lived between states. She 
traces the histories of Ottoman Sephardi Jews 
who emigrated to the Americas—and especially, 
to Mexico—in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, and the complex 
relationships they maintained as they migrated 
and settled into new homes.

Devi Mays is assistant professor 
of Judaic Studies and History at 
the University of Michigan.

MONDAY,  March     2
5:30 p.m.
Hill Hall, Moeser Aud 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599 

Free and open to the public 
jewishstudies.unc.edu
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     Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez at:
 managing.editor@dailytarheel.com 
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• Editorial corrections will be printed 
on this page. Errors committed on 
the Opinion Page have corrections 
printed on that page. Corrections 
also are noted in the online versions 
of our stories.
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Meet UNC’s new interim chief diversity officer

PHOTO COURTESY OF JON GARDINER/UNC-CHAPEL HILL
Sibby Anderson-Thompkins is now UNC’s interim chief diversity officer and special adviser to the chancellor and provost.

By Evan Castillo
Staff Writer

Sibby Anderson-Thompkins will 
serve as the University’s interim chief 
diversity officer, a position that has 
been vacant for almost a year. 

Anderson-Thompkins will also 
serve as special adviser to the 
chancellor and provost for equity 
and inclusion in a unique joint 
position within the chancellor and 
provost’s cabinet.

The chief diversity officer and 
adviser is to be an outward-facing 
individual within UNC, with lots of 
opportunity to engage with people 
on campus, Provost Bob Blouin said. 

Anderson-Thompkins’ role will give 
her access to many of UNC’s leaders, 
Blouin said, which will help her 
develop connections and strategies 
between UNC’s departments. 

“I don’t think that she’ll be spending 
too much time in her office,” Blouin 
said. “I think she’ll be spending a lot 
of time in other people’s offices and 
other environments in front of all of 
our community constituents, and that 
includes students.”

The University needs a different 
approach to building diversity and 
inclusion on campus, Blouin said, 
and Anderson-Thompkins can help 
UNC move forward. 

In the interim position, Anderson-
Thompkins said she will be putting 
together systems to build an 
infrastructure that will support the 
work of a vice provost and chief 
diversity officer as the University 
searches for a permanent candidate.

A n d e r s o n -T h o m p k i n s  w i l l 
develop strategic partnerships and 
relationships for her office and then 
share them with faculty, staff, and 
students on campus, Blouin said. 

She also said that she will be 
working closely with the Campus 
Safe ty  Commiss ion  and the 
Commission on History, Race and a 
Way Forward to help senior leadership 

take the groups’ recommendations 
and turn them into action. 

Blouin has worked with her through 
the Office of the Vice Chancellor for 
Research and her involvement in the 
post-doctoral program, where she 
helped create a pipeline of research 
and tenure-track students from 
underrepresented groups.

“She has a good relationship 
already with our community, and I 
don’t say that lightly,” Blouin said. 
“She really understands students.”

Anderson-Thompkins said she 
has a long history of advocacy and 
supporting student, post-docs 
and early career faculty. She was a 
Black student activist, Black alumni 
member and president of The Black 
Student Movement. 

“I think what I’m most excited 
about is helping the institution 
that I really love and care about, as 
a former student and alum, move 
through a very difficult period in our 

history,” Anderson-Thompkins said. 
“I’m hoping that I can be a bridge 
builder — bring people together and 
really ensure that people feel that 
they’ve been heard, listened to and 
that we are going to be moving to 
taking some steps to really transform 
and change our community.”

Anderson-Thompkins has an open-
door policy with her post-doc students, 
she said, and is continuing that 
policy in her new position by inviting 
students to drop by with any input.

Chris Suggs, a junior and the 
president of The Black Student 
Movement, said he is optimistic 
about Anderson-Thompkins as 
interim chief diversity officer.

“I think it’s long overdue for us to 
finally have a new chief (diversity) 
officer to the University,” Suggs said. 
“I believe that a lot of the issues that 
we faced on campus came from an 
overall lack of direction in diversity 
and inclusion in our Diversity and 

Inclusion Office.”
He said he is looking forward to 

working with Anderson-Thompkins 
and believes in the importance of 
partnership between administrators 
and minority student groups. 

Thompkins began her new role 
on Feb. 24. A national search for a 
permanent vice chancellor for equity 
and inclusion and chief diversity 
officer will begin in the coming 
weeks, according to The Well, a 
UNC-affiliated news outlet.

Blouin said he and Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz learned the 
importance of engaging UNC’s 
community more over the past nine 
months through public forums.

“I believe this University needs 
somebody like Sibby to help us 
navigate and work through some 
of these challenging issues that our 
campus is facing,” Blouin said.

university@dailytarheel.com

Sibby Anderson-Thompkins 
will serve in a joint position 

for this role.
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Have you ever had a professor 
who was clearly intelligent, 
but completely clueless 

when it came to teaching? And even 
if you turned in the worst course 
evaluation, they would be protected 
by tenure? 

The current academic system allows 
for scientists and professors to remain 
as inadequate lecturers and instructors 
at prestigious universities, as long as 
they continue to produce high-quality 
research for the institution.

The University of North Carolina is 
a top-ranked R1 research university, 
investing $1.1 billion dollars in 
research activity every calendar year. 
UNC is led by just under 4,000 
faculty members, many of whom act 
as advisers or teach for one of the 
University’s 104 graduate and 65 
doctoral degree programs. 

General ly,  professors  have 
completed a doctoral degree before 
entering the hiring process, producing 
and publishing original research in 
their respective fields. From there, 
they can become a faculty member in 
multiple tracks.

Most of these paths lead to 
eventually receiving tenure, which 
guarantees permanent employment 
from the University and allows for 
academic freedom in research and 
teaching. But what comes with being 
hired by a research institution?

In the basic and interdisciplinary 
sciences, such as biology, chemistry 
and physics, faculty are expected 
to continue performing their own 
individual research, and producing 
publications for the university. As a 
result, most science faculty work in 
and lead their own laboratories before 
and after reaching tenure. 

During most doctoral degree 
programs, students focus solely 
on how to conduct and publish 
research effectively. 

Although some individuals act 
as teaching assistants for courses 
or mentor undergraduates during 
rotations and thesis work, doctoral 
programs very rarely require 
curriculum on how to prepare for 
and teach a lecture course, how to 
effectively mentor trainees or even 
how to manage grant money outside 
of individual projects and among 
larger groups. 

Of course, some departments, 
programs and committees do have 
professional development courses 
worked into degree requirements, but 
a vast majority do not. 

In order for the culture of 
academia to improve, it’s imperative 
that academia-focused doctoral 
programs modify and improve 
their  curriculum in order to 
better prepare students for tenure 
placement. This includes seminars 
and courses on current education 
research and how to teach effectively 
in different fields of study.

Academic culture has long been 
stereotyped as toxic, with endless 
stories of professors turning evil 
over a tenure-feud, disagreements 
o v e r  d o c t o r a l  c o m m i t t e e 
proceedings and arguments over 
department structures. 

Graduate education needs to 
change in order to better prepare 
faculty members for the truth of 
academia. This will not only benefit 
research, faculty relationships and 
future academics, but improve the 
institution as a whole.

EDITORIAL

COLUMN

Democrats’ division could be their demise

Di v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e 
Democratic Party was as 
visible as ever Tuesday 

night on the South Carolina debate 
stage. Discourse ranged from the 
feasibility of health care plans — all 
of which are fever dreams under 
Mitch McConnell’s leadership — to 
allegations Michael Bloomberg told 
a pregnant employee to “kill it”. 

But it’s the question no one can 
objectively answer that will decide 
this primary: Who has the best chance 
at defeating Donald Trump and 
Republicans down-ballot? 

Winning down-ballot in November 
will require a diverse coalition of 
Democratic voters, so it’s only fitting 
that the three Democratic front-
runners are old, white men. 

There’s Joe Biden, who eerily 
reminds you of your grandfather that’s 
just a little too touchy with his nurse 
and thinks the year is 1972. 

There’s Michael Bloomberg, whose 
money might compensate for NDA’s 
but not his lack of charisma. His 
$450 million self-funded ad spending 
doesn’t just haunt me on YouTube. 
Its broad scope likely finds enough 

uninformed voters who haven’t seen 
Bloomberg decimated in the debates, 
his Republican history or his racist 
stop-and-frisk policy. 

Then there’s Bernie Sanders, 
arguably the most progressive and 
passionate candidate. He’s not 
without his flaws, and his red-faced 
anger at billionaires leaves me as 
concerned about wealth inequality as 
I am about his heart. 

However, at least I don’t worry 
that his cognitive health is slipping 
away with age in the same way that I 
worry about Trump’s and, to a lesser 
extent, Biden’s.

According to FiveThirtyEight, 
Sanders, Biden and Bloomberg 
have the greatest odds at winning a 
delegate majority  — 31 percent, 17 
percent and 1 percent respectively as 
of Thursday. But there are 51 percent 

odds no candidate wins a majority; a 
nightmare for Democratic unity. 

A contested convention this 
summer will leave a presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  u n d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 
nominated by 770 unpledged 
Democratic National Committee 
superdelegates, rendering the entire 
primary practically meaningless. 

If Bernie wins the plurality, 
superdelegates would make a fatal 
mistake in nominating a centrist, 
moderate candidate like Biden, 
believing they’re better suited to 
win the unaffiliated electorate and 
defeat Republicans. And “Bernie 
Bros” are just as uncompromising as 
their idol, so I doubt they’ll support a 
Democratic nominee if the DNC takes 
the nomination away from Sanders. 

In future primary elections, North 
Carolina and other states should 
follow Maine’s system of ranked-
choice voting that allows voters to rank 
each candidate in order of preference. 

If no candidate wins a majority, 
the candidate with the least first-
place votes is eliminated and the 
candidate’s supporter’s second-choice 
votes are distributed to the rest, until 

a majority is reached. 
This system isn’t just useful in 

presidential primaries, especially 
since North Carolina has a whopping 
15 primary candidates for lieutenant 
governor. A ranked-choice election 
would nullify the possibility of a 
runoff election if no candidate secures 
30 percent of votes, speeding up the 
electoral process and encouraging 
maximum participation by not relying 
on lower-turnout runoff elections. 

Reforms aside, the success of 
down-ballot candidates in this 
election will be largely decided by the 
electorate’s enthusiasm toward the 
presidential nominee. 

Independents in this country 
are not necessarily centrists, they’re 
unaffiliated in part because they believe 
no party represents them. Trump and 
Bernie share little in common, but they 
both have an unapologetic populist 
rhetoric that impassions voters who 
weren’t previously politically involved. 

This nomination has been about 
who can defeat Trump, but we can’t 
nominate a bland candidate for the 
sake of perceived electability — they 
just might be the least electable of all. 

SPEAK OUT
WRITING GUIDELINES
• Please type. Handwritten letters 

will not be accepted.
• Sign and date. No more than two 
 people should sign letters.
• Students: Include your year, major 

and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone number. 
• Edit: The DTH edits for space, 

clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. 
Limit letters to 250 words. 

SUBMISSION
• Drop off or mail to our office 

at 109 E. Franklin St. Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514  Email: opinion@
dailytarheel.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Columns, 
cartoons and letters do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of The Daily Tar Heel or its staff.  
Editorials reflect the opinions of The 
Daily Tar Heel editorial board, which 
comprises 15 board members, the 
opinion assistant editor and editor 
and the editor-in-chief.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Bloomberg ... has 
enough money to 
write every American 
a $150 check; after 
doing so, he would 
still be a billionaire.”
Annie Lowrey, staff writer at The Atlantic

Let’s flip the Board of Governors

In the world 
of academia, 

those who 
can’t teach, do

COLUMN

Rajee Ganesan 
is a sophomore 
studying 
quantitative biology, 
computer science 
and statistics from 
from Cary, N.C.

FEATURED ONLINE READER 
COMMENT

“Just going round and 
round in circles. Here’s 
a hint you never get 
anywhere. Might be 
time to get off the ride.”

Gordon Trenchard, in response to 
‘Editorial: Silent Sam settlement dis-
missed, but still no victory’

KVETCHING BOARD

MICHAEL BEAUREGARD 
RAJEE GANESAN
ROLI AIRA
RYAN SMOOT

Ryan Smoot
is a junior 
advertising and  
political science 
double major. 
email: rsmoot@
live.unc.edu

Th e r e’s  a  l o t  o f  b u z z 
surrounding the U.S. 
presidential  elections 

in  2020,  but  the  s tate wide 
elections could prove to be equally 
consequential, particularly for 
UNC students. 

Every seat in the N.C. General 
Assembly is up for grabs this election 
cycle — and the outcome could 
fundamentally shift politics in North 
Carolina as we know it.

In 2018, Democrats broke the 
Republican super-majorities in both 
chambers of the state legislature, 
which was enough to shift the 
power dynamics in Raleigh. Since 
then, Republicans haven’t been able 
to overturn the governor’s vetoes 
without at least some support from 
their Democratic colleagues. 

This year, however, Democrats have 
a chance to turn the General Assembly 
blue, especially since recently redrawn 
legislative maps eliminate much of 

the unconstitutional gerrymandering 
that North Carolina has become 
known for. 

Under the new maps, Democrats 
pose a legitimate threat to Republican 
incumbents throughout the state, 
giving them the best chance to flip 
the General Assembly since the GOP 
took over in 2010. 

The General Assembly wields 
significant power over the UNC 
System, as well as the University itself. 

Beyond the obvious things such 
as determining the state budget, 
which affects funding for higher 
education and taxes, the General 
Assembly is responsible for directly 
appointing all 28 members of the 
UNC System Board of Governors, 
as well as four members of the UNC 
Board of Trustees. 

In the past decade, the BOG 
has become increasingly partisan 
and increasingly conservative 
under Republican control. The 

BOG in particular enjoys an 
uncomfortably close relationship 
with the Republican-controlled 
General Assembly. 

A significant number of BOG 
members have donated thousands 
to the North Carolina Republican 
Party, as well as to the campaigns of 
Republican politicians such as U.S. 
Senator Thom Tillis, N.C. House 
Speaker Tim Moore and N.C. Senate 
leader Phil Berger. Some members of 
the BOG once served in the General 
Assembly themselves. 

The General Assembly, too, is 
responsible for the Monuments Law, 
which has caused immediate harm to 
the student body — particularly Black 
students — since it was enacted in 
2015. The law forbids the removal of 
monuments from public spaces, and 
it’s a major reason why Silent Sam 
remained on campus until protesters 
toppled it in 2018. 

It’s become obvious that the BOG’s 

overwhelmingly conservative agenda 
is incompatible with student interest; 
in fact, we doubt the BOG concerns 
itself at all with what students want 
or need. 

Sure, there’s no guarantee that 
things will be any better if Democrats 
are in charge, but the correlation 
between Republican control of 
the state legislature and the moral 
downfall of the UNC System is 
impossible to ignore. 

This year, the Editorial Board 
urges you to pay close attention to the 
N.C. House and Senate races for your 
district (in addition to those for other 
state and local offices).

As students, we are uniquely 
affected by what happens in the 
General Assembly. With critical issues 
such as the fate of Silent Sam and the 
next UNC System president still yet 
to be determined, it’s incumbent on 
us to ensure our voices are heard at 
the ballot box.

I have this pimple on my 
face that just won’t go away

Anyone see that new Gary 
3.0 in the Pit the other day?

Tried to get lunch at BOL 
at 12:15pm the other day ... 

never again

I was told I have “big RA 
energy” today and I don’t 

know how to feel about that

I need the weather to 
make up its mind

Still waiting on that new 
Rihanna album...

I’m so tired

My Co-Star runs my life

Is it wrong to slide into 
your TA’s DMs just to get a 

good grade?

Listening to the white 
girls incorrectly pronounce 

Spanish pastry names at 
Epilogue makes my day

Overheard on campus: 
“Would you ever date a 

Scorpio?”

It’s election season ladies, 
withhold sex until they vote

Nothing grinds my 
gears like a TA who takes 
recitation too seriously

ELISA KADACKAL 
JENNIFER STANDISH
KYENDE KINOTI
LIAM BENDEZU 
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Alba shines, earns win in first career start

By Jeremiah Holloway
Staff Writer

After a long 2019 season, one 
Tar Heel pitcher finally got his 
time to shine.

Redshirt first-year Max Alba got 
his first start for the North Carolina 
baseball team on Tuesday in their 
8-0 win over North Carolina A&T 
after recovering from Tommy John 
surgery last season. 

“It’s been a day I’ve been looking 
forward to for years now,” Alba said. 
“Heels got the win, too. So it was a 
good day.”

As the No.  1  r ight-handed 
pitching recruit and the fifth-
ranked high school player in the 
state of  Wisconsin,  Alba was 
drafted by the Los Angeles Angels 
in the 39th round of the 2018 MLB 
Draft. And with the North Carolina 
pitching staff combining for more 
than 30 strikeouts in its last series 
against Dallas Baptist, there was 
certainly a high standard for Alba 
to live up to in his first game on the 
mound for the Tar Heels.

He gave up a five-pitch walk 
to the first batter of the game, 
but induced a double play and 
a groundout to end the inning. 
Alba seemed to gain even more 

of a rhythm in the second inning, 
forcing a pop fly to centerfield and 
throwing two strikeouts. 

“Obviously a lot of nerves early in 
the outing,” Alba said after the game. 
“Trusting myself and knowing I was 
good enough to get back in the zone 
was really all it was.”

Before redshirt junior Chris 
Joyner took over the pitching duties 
in the top of the sixth inning, Alba 
had six strikeouts and allowed just 
two hits.

“To finally be able to go out on 
the mound at (Boshamer Stadium) 
and be able to see the field from a 
different perspective with fans at 
the stadium,” Alba said, “it was 
everything it was made up to be.”

Head coach Mike Fox knew of 
Alba’s potential before the season 
began, and Alba delivered with a 
solid performance.

“You’re going to see how good 
Max Alba is over the course of the 
year,” Fox said. “We needed that arm 
last year.”

Though Alba’s pitching held the 
Aggies without a run for the game’s 
first five innings, the Tar Heels 
initially struggled to capitalize on 
the offensive end.

After Angel Zarate hit an RBI 
double to left-center field to score 
Dylan Harris in the first inning, the 
Tar Heels went scoreless for the next 
three innings. 

The team showed plenty of life 
later in the game, cumulating 11 
hits. In the fifth inning, Danny 

After strong 2019, Brown has high hopes for UNC

DTH FILE/MAYA CARTER
Head coach Mack Brown celebrates with students and fans after UNC’s win on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, 2019. UNC defeated Duke for the first time since 2015, 20-17.

DTH/EMILY PACK
First-year pitcher Max Alba (28) pitches against North Carolina A&T on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020 in Boshamer Stadium. 

Serretti scored on a Tyler Kehoe 
single. In the sixth inning, Harris 
and Zarate both scored on errors to 
extend the UNC lead to 4-0. Serretti 
scored another run after tagging up 
on a pop fly.

In the bottom of the seventh 
inning, Harris hit a triple that scored 
Mikey Madej. Harris then proceeded 
to steal home after a wild pitch.

“With my speed, I’m always 
looking to take the next bag,” 
Harris said.

It was a home run by Tyler Causey 
that sealed the 8-0 victory, but it was 
Alba’s pitching that gave UNC the 
opportunity to rout the Aggies and 
get the early-season win.

Now 1-0 as a starter, the rookie 
will try to take this experience and 

grow as the season progresses and as 
the Tar Heels look to compete for a 
trip to Ohama.

“It was a little bit of a slow 
start,” Fox said. “Fortunately we’re 
keeping ourselves in the game 
pitching-wise.”

@Jerem11ah
sports@dailytarheel.com

By Eve Maddock
Staff Writer

Just a few months after a strong 

2019 season,  North Carol ina 
head football coach Mack Brown 
has been busy preparing for the 
upcoming spring game in the 
middle of an offseason filled with 
high expectations alongside many 
adjustments and a few changes to 
the staff.

The Tar Heels have had two 
recent coaching changes in the 

offseason. After former tight ends 
coach Tim Brewster left for Florida, 
North Carolina hired John Lilly, 
a 27-year coaching veteran who 
last coached in the NFL for the 
Cleveland Browns. 

“He’s recruited North Carolina, 
he’s recruited Georgia, he’s recruited 
Florida, so it fits our footprint in 
recruiting,” Brown said. “He’s been a 
recruiting coordinator, so obviously 
he’s very, very good at it.” 

Jovan Dewitt has also joined the 
coaching staff as the new special 
teams coordinator, taking the place 
of Scott Boone. 

Dewitt has been a linebackers 
coach for 11 years and previously 
ser ved  as  the  spec ia l  teams 
coordinator at  Nebraska and 
associate head coach at Central 
Florida. He coached at Army for 
two seasons in 2014 and 2015, 
where he worked alongside the Tar 
Heels’ co-defensive coordinator, 
Jay Bateman.  

“He knows this defense,” Brown 
said. “He knows Coach Bateman, he 
knows what we’re looking for. He, 
Jay and the other three guys should 
really be able to just start in spring 
like it’s their second year.”

Brown left little doubt about how 
much confidence he had in the new 
additions to the coaching staff. 

“(Tar Heel players) should never 
worry about their coach leaving,” 
he said. “Because if they really like 
their coach, me and the University of 
North Carolina hired that coach. So 
we’ll find you another one that’s just 
as good, that you like just as much.”

Brown also said that depth is a 
focus going into next season. 

“That is key for us,” Brown said. 
“You’ ll have fresher teams, you’ ll 
have better team morale, you’ll be in 
a position where you’re less likely to 
get guys hurt because they’re not in 
the fourth quarter tired. 

“And,” he added, “we should be 
winning more of those tight games 

in the fourth quarter.”
Heading into last season, the 

Tar Heels weren’t projected to be 
much of a force in the ACC, with a 
number of questions surrounding 
how Brown’s return to Chapel Hill 
would play out. But after putting 
together a winning season for the 
first time since 2016, expectations 
are  sure to  be higher in the 
upcoming year.

“With more high expectations 
comes more responsibility,” Brown 
said. “You’ve got to do better, you 
gotta work harder, you gotta make 
more plays.” 

While last season shattered 
expectations, Brown has called this 
year’s squad a championship-caliber 
class. The Tar Heels will have a 
chance to showcase their offseason 
improvements at their spring game 
on April 18. 

“Last year, we were trying to 
beat somebody. Last year, we were 
trying to finish games. Last year, we 
were trying to get to a bowl game,” 
Brown said. “This year, we want to 
win the league.”

 @evemaddock
sports@dailytarheel.com

After Tommy John 
surgery, Alba is ready to 

contribute.

The Tar Heels will look 
to improve on a 7-6 
campaign last year.

“With more high 
expectations comes more 
responsibility. You’ve got 
to do better, you gotta 
work harder, you gotta 
make more plays” 
Mack Brown
Head football coach
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The OC Voice is a portion of the 
OC Report newsletter where local 
residents may have a platform to talk 
about local issues they care about. 

We are deep into early voting 
here in Orange County. Although 
the presidential primary gets the 
most attention, we have important 

county-level races to vote on, too! I 
want to tell you a little bit about why 
I’m voting to reelect Commissioner 
Mark Dorosin to the Orange County 
Board of Commissioners.

As both a civil rights lawyer and a 
county commissioner, Mark Dorosin 
has shown himself to be a champion 
for inclusion, social justice and racial 
equity. He is deeply committed to 
quality education and champion 
for equitable funding for our two 
school districts. In addition, over 
the past decade, he has represented 
individual students and the Charlotte 
NAACP in the fight for educational 

equity in North Carolina, “a sound 
basic education for all children,” as 
part of the Leandro case.

Moreover, highlighting that 
students spend far more time in 
their homes and neighborhoods, 
Mark is committed to supporting 
affordable housing and responding 
to displacement. He fought to make 
sure funds for affordable housing 
were included in the 2016 county 
bond. He fought for the county 
to develop a program to help 
neighbors living in mobile home 
communities threatened with 
displacement by redevelopment.

He remains committed to working 
with neighbors and other governing 
boards to develop mixed-income 
housing on the publicly owned 
Greene Tract, one of our best 
opportunities for addressing our 
county’s housing crisis. Mark has 
worked alongside the Rogers Road 
community for years to overcome 
historic oppression to bring access 
to basic public amenities, including 
long-overdue access to water and 
sewer service.

Finally, I am grateful that he 
and his firm took up the cause that 
our students have been leading for 

decades and represented students in 
the challenge to the UNC settlement 
to  the  Sons of  Confederate 
Veterans. Their work led to the 
overturning of the $2.5 milllion 
settlement to a white supremacist 
organization. His steadfast focus on 
working in concert with historically 
marginalized communities to 
confront structural racism is why I 
want him to continue serving us on 
the Board of County Commissioners.   

If you live in Orange County and 
want to make your voice heard on 
something you care about locally, 
email city@dailytarheel.com. 
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The OC Report is a project that was launched in January, 
2019. Supported by a Strowd Roses grant, we seek to 

provide timely and quality local news to our Chapel Hill 
and Orange County readers. Subscribe to our weekly 

newsletter at dailytarheel.com/page/dth-subscription. 

And we want to hear from you. If you want to submit a 
column or story idea, feel free to contact us at 

city@dailytarheel.com.

Interfaith Food Drive celebrates 6 years

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHADI SADI
The Interfaith Food Drive has held an annual food drive to commemorate Deah 
Barakat, Yusor Abu-Salha and Razan Abu Salha since their deaths in 2015.

By Elise Palmer
Staff Writer

Deah Barakat, his wife Yusor Abu-
Salha and her sister Razan Abu-
Salha were murdered in their Chapel 
Hill home in February 2015. One of 
Barakat’s last Facebook posts showed 
a picture of him and Yusor Abu-Salha 
giving out dental supplies and food to 
the homeless in downtown Durham. 

Barakat’s long-time friend Shadi 
Sadi is honoring his friend and the 
spirit of giving that the last Facebook 
post so clearly represented with a 
sixth annual Interfaith Food Drive 
Saturday. The Interfaith Food 
Drive is collecting food and money 
donations for the Food Bank of 
Central & Eastern North Carolina 
(the Food Bank).

Barakat, Yusor Abu-Salha and 
Razan Abu-Salha were Muslim, and 
Sadi said they used the teachings 
of their faith to help others in their 
everyday lives. 

“Our faith, in general, teaches us 
that we should be giving to those 
who are less fortunate,” Sadi said. “If 
you look at Deah, Yusor and Razan, 
that’s what they were doing. They 
were actually living out their faith.”

Sadi said that in 2015, the food 
that the Interfaith Food Drive 
collected translated to around 
21,000 meals. With their last drive 
in 2019, this number grew to over 
92,000 meals.

“This is something we never 
could have imagined,” Sadi said. 

“We are getting farther away from 
the tragedy, but every year more 
people want to join us. The more that 
people are learning about the drive, 
the more they want to be a part of it.”

The food drive also has an online 
virtual drive, where they have 
already met more than 90 percent 
of their donation goal. They are 
also collecting donations through 
a number of partner organizations, 
including the UNC Adams School 
of Dentistry, where Barakat studied 
as a graduate student, and UNC’s 
Muslim Students Association (MSA).

U N C  f i r s t - y e a r  a n d  M S A 
freshman representative Osamah 
Atieh said Barakat, Yusor Abu-Salha 
and Razan Abu-Salha were family 
friends of his. He said he supports 
the cause behind the food drive and 
said it encourages people to talk 
about religious divisions.

“I feel like the cause behind the 
drive is important,” Atieh said. “At the 
end of the day, we’re all human. Even 
with different religious perspectives, 
nothing ever justifies killing another 
human. The idea of coming together 
to support a cause that talks about 
how this hate crime has occurred is 
important, especially with existing 
islamophobia today.”

All of the food donated at the 
collection sites will be taken to the 
Islamic Association of Raleigh on Feb. 
29 where it will be packed onto a truck 
for the Food Bank. This final drop off 
event lasts from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sadi said he encourages people 

to come to the event to help out and 
engage with the community. 

“We have people from Christian 
denominations, people from the 
Jewish community, companies from 
across the Triangle, the UNC school 
of dentistry, the N.C. State design 
school — there are all these people 
from different aspects of life, and they 
all come to the mosque parking lot and 
talk and understand each other,” Sadi 
said. “That’s an amazing, beautiful 
thing and has always been a big goal of 
mine. Yes, we do want donations, but 
we really encourage people to come 
out to our big drop off day and meet 
everybody that’s out there.”

Over the past five years, the 
Interfaith Food Drive has provided 
resources for more than 244,000 
meals, and it is one of the largest third 
party food drives for the Food Bank.

Jennifer Caslin, the marketing and 
project manager for the Food Bank, 
said the impact of the Interfaith 
Food Drive is significant.

“We are really honored to be a part 
of their (drive) every year,” Caslin 
said. “They have brought in, in the 
last five food drives, around a quarter 
of a million meals, which is huge for 
an organization of their size.”

The Food Bank has more than 
900 partner agencies and serves 34 
counties. Caslin said donations like the 
ones provided by the Interfaith Food 
Drive are key to the organization. 

“One of the main parts of our 
mission is to feed people and nourish 
people,” she said. “That is the core 

part of what we do, and it happens 
through donations or funds.”

Sadi said this year, the Interfaith 
Food Drive hopes to exceed their 
donations from last year, but more 
importantly, they hope to bring people 
together through a good cause.

“The more subtle goal of the food 

drive that not everyone realizes is 
about bringing people together,” 
Sadi said. “There are so many people 
who want to be part of this goodness. 
It’s all about reaching out to them 
and telling them what you’re doing.”

city@dailytarheel.com

State budget impasse challenges local schools

Allison De Marco
is an advanced 
research scientist 
at the FPG Child 
Development 
Institute at UNC and 
adjunct professor.

Column: Why I’m voting for commissioner Mark Dorosin

DTH/NOVA CRUZ
Orange County Commissioner Penny Rich reviews documents at the joint 
school boards meeting on Feb. 25 at the Whitted Building in Hillsborough, N.C.

By Emma Cunningham-Bradshaw
Staff Writer

Amidst a state budget impasse, 
local school districts are facing 
uncertainty concerning funding. 

On Tuesday, the Orange County 
Board of Commissioners (BOCC) 
held a joint meeting with the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City Schools (CHCCS) 

Board of Education and the Orange 
County Schools (OCS) Board of 
Education to discuss this topic. 

CHCCS Board of Education 
Member Rani Dasi said she was 
wary that a state budget would even 
be approved for next year. She said 
while the budget impasse continues, 
government institutions will operate 
by the previous budget’s stipulations.

“I’ve heard comments that they 
don’t have plans to approve a budget 
next year as well,” she said.

One of the issues that provoked 
Gov. Roy Cooper into vetoing the 
proposed state budget in June 2019 
was insufficient teacher raises. 
Board of Education members from 
both districts suggested that Orange 
County should fund teacher raises 
while the budget deadlock persists. 

“I think one of the things we 
should discuss here is the possibility 
of getting one-time payments of 
some sort from the County if possible 
to help offset this problem that we 

can’t solve ourselves, especially with 
some of these unfunded mandates 
that we have to do,” said Will 
Atherton, chairperson of the OCSBE.  

CHCCS C hairperson Mar y 
Ann Wolf said some districts like 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
have been able to give teachers raises 
despite not having a state budget. 

Historically, funding provided by 
counties in North Carolina has been 
retroactive, but board members said 
they are unsure if that will be the 
case this time. 

The BOCC is having to move 
funding for schools in need of millions 
of dollars for repairs and maintenance. 
North Carolina is among the three 
states with the lowest maintenance 
and operations funding per student.  

For 2020, Orange County supplied 
CHCCS with just under $9 million 
in capital funding for necessities 
including facility needs and upkeep 
of the county’s schools. Patrick 
Abele, assistant superintendent for 
CHCCS, said this was not enough 
to adequately maintain schools. He 
referenced research conducted by 
CHCCS that found its schools need 
over $12 million per year to be “clean 
and in good working order.”  

He added that another $16 million 

per year is recommended in order to 
upgrade school facilities. The district 
identified nine older schools in need 
of major renovations that would cost 
between $200 to $300 million.  

Cost to fund critical and lower 
priority needs for older schools in 
the Orange County district would 
require $160 to $220 million.

The longer that funding is delayed, 
the more expensive renovations 
become. For CHCCS, for each year 
renovations are not completed, 
the inflation rate for construction 
increases by 6 percent. County 
Commissioner Earl McKee asked 
whether building new schools would 
be cheaper than renovations.

“ I ’ m  w o n d e r i n g ,  I ’ m  n o t 
advocating, I’m wondering,” he said.

Dasi responded by saying building a 
new school would be extremely costly. 

“You’re probably going to be some 
significant millions in deconstructing 
the old school and some other 
millions in moving people around, 
and so, there’s also that tension if we 
even had the space to do it,” she said. 

The General Assembly will 
reconvene on April 28, where they 
will vote on the state budget again. 

city@dailytarheel.com

BY THE NUMBERS

8
Months without a 
state budget

$300
Estimated cost of 
repairs for Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro 
schools

$220
Estimated costs of 
repairs for Orange 
County schools

April 28
When the NCGA 
reconvenes

$9
Million supplied 
to CHCCS by 
Orange County

$16
Million additional 
funding needed 
to upgrade school 
facilities
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DTH FILE/CHICHI ZHU
Wilson Library will house an exhibit on small news sources in the North 
Carolina Collection Gallery. It will be open to the public until May 31.

By Anna Neil 
Staff Writer

Beyond the biggest papers in 
the state, small and specialized 
news sources have given a voice to 
underrepresented North Carolinians 
for centuries. 

Now, you can see their work on 
display in Wilson Library.

Specialized news sources are 
written with a specific topic or 
audience in mind. In an effort to 
highlight the presence and impact of 
this type of media in North Carolina, 
curators for the North Carolina 
Collection Gallery created the exhibit 
“Papers for the People: A Treasury of 
North Carolina News Sources”.

“We have all these other types of 
specialized newspapers that really 
give you a more intimate look at 
different communities in North 
Carolina, and I think that’s why they 
are important,” Linda Jacobson, 
keeper in the North Carolina 
Collection Gallery, said.

Jacobson and a team with the 
gallery created the exhibit, which 
includes 45 pieces and spans almost 
200 years of history.

The exhibit is organized into 11 
categories of newspapers, including 
empowerment, labor and amateur.

“The empowerment section is 
my favorite because that’s sort of 
what got this started,” Jacobson 
said. “I was thinking about the 
people who felt not represented 
by the mainstream dailies. This 
makes them feel a part of society 
when they can see themselves in 
the paper.”

John Blythe, the assistant curator 
and collection development librarian 

required the Senate to confirm 
appointees, and no longer allowed the 
governor to appoint trustees to UNC 
system schools — including UNC.

By the end, the number of 
positions that worked directly for the 
governor was cut from 1,500 to 300.

Mitch Kokai, senior political 
analyst at the conservative John Locke 
Foundation, said after Cooper beat 
McCrory, the Republicans who ran the 
General Assembly recognized it might 
be harder for them to pass legislation.

“It would be very hard to argue that 
the General Assembly wasn’t trying to 
put handcuffs on Roy Cooper before 
he came into office,” he said.

Common Cause’s lawsuit alleges 
that this special session violated 
the right of the public to instruct 
representatives, which is a broad 
right given in Article 1 Section 12 of 
the N.C. Constitution.

T h e  p l a i n t i ff s  a r g u e d  t h e 
insufficient notice of the General 
Assembly about the special session 
and what would be voted on violated 
the state constitution. Both an N.C. 
superior court and the N.C. Court of 
Appeals ruled against them.

Cooper managed to have some 
aspects of the legislation overturned 
in court, such as the changes to the 
state board of elections.

Bob Phillips, executive director 
of Common Cause N.C., said the 
organization felt it was important to 
continue to appeal.

“It’s bad democracy, it’s bad 
government, and this where you have 
a legislature with little to no notice 
calling themselves back into session 
without providing what we feel should 
be proper notification,” Phillips said.

Phillips said the General Assembly 
v i o l a t e d  No r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s ’ 
expectations of transparency from 
their elected officials.

“I will say this was not done under 
the cover of darkness, but it was 

rammed through in a special session 
that no one really knew about, much 
less knew was coming,” Phillips said.

Rick Su, professor at the UNC 
School of Law, said he thinks the 
argument Common Cause is making 
is a long shot. He said it would 
require a landmark ruling by the 
Supreme Court about what the “right 
to instruct representatives” means.

“What they want to argue — 
which will be the landmark case — 
is to take these words that’s usually 
just been kind of understood as 
sort of broad principles, and turned 
it into a very discrete procedural 
requirement,” Su said.

The office of Senate President 
P r o  Te m p o r e  P h i l  B e r g e r 
(R-Rockingham) said the lawsuit is 
an attempt to circumvent legislation.

“Partisan organizations like 
Common Cause have been turning 
to the courts for years trying to find 
like-minded judges to circumvent the 
legislature,” Pat Ryan, a spokesperson 
for Berger, said in an email. 

Kokai  said the unanimous 
rulings of the lower courts present a 
challenge for the plaintiffs.

“One of the things that’s most 
interesting about this appeal to 
me is the argument that the court 
should step in, because the laws that 
were passed were so bad that they 
shouldn’t be allowed to stand,” Kokai 
said. “That’s not a constitutional 
argument, that’s basically asking 
the Supreme Court to play political 
referee and say we don’t like what the 
General Assembly did in the session.”

Su also said there may be other 
reasons for the appeal.

“I’m not entirely certain that 
Common Cause is doing this appeal 
to win,” he said. “It could be that 
what they’re primarily interested in 
— which is not bad either — is to use 
this litigation to keep this issue, the 
procedures that were put in place, 
placed on the public mind.”

city@dailytarheel.com

COOPER
FROM PAGE 1Wilson Library shows work 

of specialized newspapers  

for the North Carolina Collection 
Gallery, worked specifically on the 
amateur newspapers section.

“In the early 1870s, there were 
several very inexpensive presses 
that were made and widely sold, 
so teenage boys, and it was mostly 
boys, starting making their own little 
newspapers,” Blythe said.

Blythe said amateur newspapers 
are comparable to blogging in the 
modern world.

Christian Edwards, assistant 
keeper in the North Carolina 
Collection Gallery who worked on 
the labor and agriculture sections 
of the exhibit, found a piece that she 
was directly connected to. 

Edwards grew up on a cattle farm 
in central North Carolina and said she 
remembers the day of the large fire at 
a nearby Imperial Foods processing 

plant that killed 25 people. 
“I found this one about the 

‘Justice Speaks’ and it was all 
about the Imperial Food Plant a 
year after,” Edwards said. “For me, 
it resonated. It made that personal 
connection of having that very vivid 
event that you remember.” 

The newspapers can point to pieces 
of state history that may otherwise go 
unnoticed, Edwards said. 

“Being raised and working in 
North Carolina all my life, I started 
seeing those connections of how this 
starts to unfold this micro-history of 
North Carolina,” Edwards said. 

The exhibit is housed in the 
North Carolina Collection Gallery 
in Wilson Library and will be open 
to the public until May 31.

university@dailytarheel.com
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For Rent
STONECROP APARTMENTS Walk to campus affordable in downtown, 4 full bed/4 full bath and 2 full 
bed/2 full bath, rent includes all utilities: electricity, water, WiFi, W/D built in, huge kitchen, dishwasher, 
refrigerator, ice maker, parking spots in garage, rec room, security entrance to elevator. Call 919-968-7226 
or email rentals@millhouseproperties.com www.stonecropapartments.com

4 BEDROOM WALK TO CAMPUS 108 Carr Street  Available June 2020
4 bedrooms plus den, hardwoods, newly renovated kitchen, w&d included, spacious front porch with 
rockers! Call Hilltop Properties 919-968-6939

HOUSE FOR RENT A nice 2-bedroom, 1-bath house for rent. Walk to campus, on bus route. Kitchen 
appliances, W/D. Available immediately. Call 919-967-1637 text 919-593-0184 and leave message.

Travel and Vacation
CARIBBEAN SPRING BREAK $189 for 5 DAYS. All prices include: Round trip luxury party cruise, 
accommodations on island at your choice of 7 resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.BahamaSun.com. 

Childcare Wanted
PART TIME CHILD AND HOUSE HELP Looking for a part-time nanny/house assistant starting at 2:30pm 
and helping with errands, minimal house jobs.  Carrboro. Must have own car and good references. 
pickleshenderson@gmail.com

UUMP OPENINGS 20-21 
University United Methodist Preschool, adjacent to UNC’s campus, is now registering. Half-day, play-
based preschool for ages 2-4. Contact preschooldirector@universityumc.church for more info. West Main 
St. (You can register to vote on-site).

Help Wanted
SUMMER PARKS & REC OPENINGS! APPLY NOW! Chapel Hill Parks 
& Recreation is hiring Camp Counselors, Camp Coordinators, and 
Lifeguards for Summer 2020. Visit www.townofchapelhill.org for 
information. $10-$16 per hour.

Across
1 Big divides
7 Vat sediment
11 Swindler
14 Aid, as a fallen teammate
15 Munch Museum city
16 Crazy Eights relative
17 Connected
18 Power of a Hummer?
20 Greek group
22 Discreetly, in slang
23 Enormous card revealed at end of 

magician’s routine?
27 Form fig.
28 Fictional anchor Nessman
29 Goes apace
33 “Your point being?”
34 __ 51
36 The slightest bit
38 Tattoo depicting the last woolly 

mammoth?
41 Avoids
42 Muslim leader
43 Carol contraction
44 Immobilize with a charge
45 “Moby-Dick” setting
46 Bullring bravo
47 Avian mascot on a refueling vessel?
53 Three on a match, they say
56 Ikea purchase
57 Hotel employee who only works 

one day a month?
59 Acted greenly?
63 It usually needs breaking
64 1968 self-named folk album
65 Stands in a studio
66 Wrap up
67 Changes to green, say
68 Subject of a 2016 U.K. referendum, 

and a hint to five puzzle answers

Down
1 Comic Margaret
2 Egg producer
3 The lot
4 Calvin’s spaceman alter ego, in 

comics
5 Literature Nobelist Alice
6 Weapon for Goliath
7 Teammate of Babe
8 Legally prevents
9 Justice Kagan
10 Cymbal sound?
11 “Friday I’m in Love” band, with 

“The”
12 Saved, in a way
13 Holiday song
19 “Ah, I see what you meant”
21 Household cleaning brand
23 Give a hand
24 Dolphins Hall of Famer Larry
25 Japanese mushrooms
26 More substantial
30 “Will this work for you?”
31 French star
32 Longtime breath freshener
34 Back to a mate
35 Dorm, briefly
36 Gasteyer of “SNL” (1996-2002)
37 Network for film buffs
39 Chocolatey Post cereal
40 Apple models
45 Declining due to age
48 “Grr!”
49 Comic Denis
50 Biblical mount
51 “The bad news is ... “
52 It might have a champion
53 Sound __
54 Score after deuce
55 Monopoly card
58 Mexican pair
60 __ roles
61 Inventor Whitney
62 Summer hrs.
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The LA Times
Crossword Puzzle To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Today is a 9 -- Have patience with 
financial obligations. Setbacks are 
part of the process. A friend can get 
through where you can’t. A long shot 
could pay off.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Today is an 8 -- Somehow things 
work out. Intellect and intuition 
agree. A mess may lead to a personal 
improvement. Make a style upgrade. 
You’re growing stronger.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Today is an 8 -- A brilliant insight 
arises from a tangled communication. 
Take action to realize a dream. 
Visualize winning. Schedule and plan 
the steps to take.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Today is an 8 -- Friends can help you 
work around an obstacle. Your social 
status rises with shared participation. 
Take advantage of a creative and 
efficient solution.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today is an 8 -- Knowledge and 
expertise can benefit business 
prospects. Invest in a tech upgrade. 
Extend your area of influence. You’re 
gaining professional points with 
someone respected.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today is a 9 -- Make an overdue 
change that impacts your travel and 
educational schedule. Get creative 
to find new savings. Learn from 
experience. Expand your reach and 
influence.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Today is an 8 -- Work out a financial 
misunderstanding or mistake. A 
collaborative effort benefits from 
communication and clarification. 
Surmount a barrier and profit. Solve a 
problem together.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today is an 8 -- Negotiate with 
your partner for favorable terms. 
Coordinate to get past a tight corner. 
Physical magnetism is part of the fun. 
Learn and teach.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today is an 8 -- Something you try 
doesn’t work. Don’t force anything. 
Slow for obstacles. You can solve a 
puzzle. Harness a surge of energy. 
Physical action gets results.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today is a 9 -- You’re energized by 
love. New facts dispel old fears. 
Brainstorm and share brilliant ideas. 
Someone attractive appreciates your 
special attention. Hold hands around 
a rough patch.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today is an 8 -- Clean up a mess 
at home for a positive domestic 
upgrade. Make a solid improvement. 
Intuition leads to insight. Harness an 
inspiring idea.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today is a 9 -- You can talk your 
way around an obstacle. Information 
arrives from a private source. Unusual 
ideas are welcome. Generate positive 
buzz for a creative project.

HOROSCOPES If February 28th is 
Your Birthday...

Your professional fortunes rise this year. Consistently shoulder your load for 
powerful teamwork. Fun with friends this winter inspires new summer directions 
with romance and career, for greater love, joy and passion. Family changes next 
winter motivate a peak career achievement. Listen to your heart.

Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9.
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                    Deadlines
Line Ads: 11a.m., the day prior to publication

Display Classified Ads:  3p.m., two days
prior to publication

To place a Line Classified Ad, go to www.dailytarheel.com/classifieds or Call 919-962-0252 DTH office is open Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Line Classified Ad Rates
Private Party (Non-Profit)
25 Words ....... $20.00/week
Extra words ..25¢/word/day

Commercial (For-Profit) 
25 Words ....... $42.50/week
Extra words ...25¢/word/day

EXTRAS:  Box: $1/day •  Bold: $3/day

DTHMarketplace
Direct

Support
Professional

We are currently 
recruiting for motivated 

and enthusiastic 
individuals to work 
with residents with 

development disabilities 
of all ages!

A great opportunity for 
psychology and social 
work students! Various 

shifts available including 
PT and FT.

Pay up to $11/hr.
For more information click 

thru to http://jobs.rsi-nc.org.

www.theuniversitycommons.com
Choose from among 72 privately-owned 
four-bedroom condominiums, and start 
enjoying your own walk-in closet and

 private bathroom today!

“I think it’s important to share 
my art because I want people to 
know that it doesn’t have to mean 
anything,” Medapati said. “My 
art doesn’t necessarily have to 
represent something and be life 
changing and world changing. I 
just think it’s nice to have a pretty 
image show up on your feed, and 
a lot of the art I see is not Indian 
art, so I also want to be somebody 
that exposes people around me to 
an Indian style of art.”

Medapati recently created an 
Instagram to showcase her artwork 
and the process behind the creation. 
However, she wants to keep art solely 
as a passion, rather than making it 
her career, she said. She said she 
does like the creative aspects of her 
advertising major, though.

“I don’ t think I would ever 
make art a career, but I would 
always keep it as something to go 
to when I’m wanting to get away 
from my career,” Medapati said. 
“Because I love doing creative 
stuff, advertising seemed like the 
best niche for me. There are a lot of 

creative outlets there, but it’s also 
very structured.” 

Although Medapati is graduating 
in May, she hasn’t found the perfect 
route for her career yet. While it is 
unsure now, she is a person who 
takes opportunity in stride and is 
always prepared for the unexpected, 
said Dana McMahan, a professor in 
the Hussman School of Journalism 
and Media. 

“I think she is a great curator of 
the things around her, but she’s just 
someone who’s ready and prepared 
and open for all different kinds of 
opportunities that come her way 

with a total joyful aspect of her 
personality,” McMahan said. “I think 
she’s always prepared for that there 
is something interesting coming 
and that she’s ready to just take it 
on, whatever it is, even if she doesn’t 
know what it is.”

The stress of graduating and 
finding a career is present for her, 
but Medapati said she hopes that 
after she establishes herself in the 
corporate world, she can return to 
art as a passion and make it a full-
time hobby.

Medapati said that authenticity 
is important for her concerning her 

art because making art has been a 
process of self-discovery.

“I really hope when I graduate 
and make a career somewhere else 
that I can get back to art as a full-
time passion instead of worrying 
about the monetary aspect of it,” 
Medapati said. “I want my art to 
be as authentic as I can, and I just 
think this is a part of the journey of 
me finding myself. I’m not an artist 
yet — I’m not there yet — so it’s a 
part of me growing.”

@Sarah_Campbs
arts@dailytarheel.com

VENNELA MEDAPATI
FROM PAGE 1
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